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IN RELATION TO THE LOCATION OF RESERVATIONS UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY 


OF THE 27TH OF SEPTEMBER, 1830. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 1], 1834. 


Department oF War, April 8, 1834. 


Sir: I have the honor to communicate a report from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, with accom- 
panying documents, containing the information called for by the resolutions of the Senate of the 3d of 
March, in relation to the location of reservations under the treaty with the Choctaws of September 27th, 1830. 


' LEWIS CASS. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Hon. Martin Van Buren, President of the Senate. 





DepartMENT oF War, Office Indian Affairs, April 8, 1834. 


Sr: In compliance with the first resolution of the Senate of the 3d ult., I have the honor to state 
that William Trahern, Esq., was appointed to locate the reservations for orphans under the 19th article 
of the treaty with the Choctaws of 27th September, 1830, and Col. George W. Martin to locate the other 
reservation granted in the same treaty. I transmit, herewith, copies of the instructions to these gentle- 
men, and of the correspondence between them and this department, and between this department and 
other persons, touching the locations of said reservations, and the manner in which the duties of these 


agents have been performed. 


I also lay before you, in conformity with the second resolution of the Senate, ‘‘ copies of the regis- 
ters of the names of such Choctaw Indians as claim reservations of land under the 14th and 19th articles 


of said treaty,” with the instructions given to the agents who prepared these registers. 


All these papers have been copied in full, with the exception of some to Col, William Ward, in 1831, 
of which such passages have been omitted as related solely to the general business of his agency, and 


of three letters received from Mr. Gwinn and Col. Martin. 


The letter of the first is dated June 20, 1833; those of the last, November 18th and 19th. Extracts 
of these only are given, as the other portions implicate the conduct of persons who are not officers of the 


government, nor responsible to this department. 


I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ELBERT HERRING. 


fon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DepartMent oF War, January 7, 1834. 
_ Sm: Ihave received your letter of December 6, and entirely approve of your general views concern- 
ing the execution of your duty in the location of the Choctaw reservations. I am aware that you must 
have many difliculties to encounter, but I am satisfied that you will meet them in a proper manner, and 


with a determination to comply with the laws and your instructions. 
I have applied to the General Land Office to procure copies of the plats for you. 
memorandum furnishes the answer. 


As it appears to be out of the power of that officer to render you the necessary assistance, I have 
directed some of the topographical officers to prepare and forward to you copies of such plats as are in 
the General Land Office. As the others arrive they shall be copied and forwarded to you. I understand 
it is almost impracticable for the surveyor general to have copies prepared for you, in consequence of the 


pressure upon his office. Under these circumstances I must refer you to the plats of the respective land 
: offices, till copies can be sent by this department. In the meantime, should you find it indispensably 
i necessary, you are authorized to have such a general sketch prepared as you may find essential in the 


performance of your duty, if it can be effected for a small expenditure. 


I Very respectfully, &c., LEW. CASS. 


To Grorce W. Martin, Esq., Columbus, Alabama. 
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Department or War, January 7, 1834. ° 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose a copy of the opinion of the Attorney General on the question sub- 
mitted by you, respecting the location of Choctaw reservations. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
LEW. CASS. 
To the Hon. Wituram 8. Arcuer, Louse of Representatives of the U. States. 





Arrorney GENERAL’s Orrice, December 28, 1833. 


Sm: I have looked into the supplement to the Choctaw treaty of the 28th September, 1830, upon 
which, as I understand, the question proposed to me in your communication of the 26th inst. arises; and 
I have the honor to submit the following opinion as the result of my reflections thereon. : 

The articles, both of the principal treaty and of the supplement; carefully provide, as a general 
rule, that the several reservations granted therein shall include the existing residences and improvements 
of the respective grantees. In particular instances, this general rule is departed from, but usually in 
such a manner as to indicate, very clearly, that each reservation, unless special provision to the contrary 
be expressly made, is to include, so far as it can, the premises actually improved by the party; reference 
being first had, agreeably to the decision already made by you, to his actual place of residence. Where 
the reservation is only of one section, or of a part of a section, there can be no difficulty in making the 
location upon this principle. And in accordance with it, I think that where the reservation exceeds a 
section, the excess beyond the section containing the dwelling house, ought to be so taken from a con- 
tiguous section as to include the other improvements, if any, possessed by the grantee at the date of the 
treaty; and if those improvements are on different sections, I think the excess ought to be taken from 
that section within which the greatest portion of the improvements shall have fallen, If the grantee 
had no improvements in his possession at the date of the treaty, except such as shall have fallen within 
the section containing his dwelling house, then I am of opinion that he may locate the excess beyond 
that section, in any contiguous section not otherwise appropriated, 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


B. F. BUTLER. 


The letter of Mr. Archer, referred to in your communication, is herewith returned. 
To the Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DepartMent oF War, Office Indian Affairs, February 3, 1834. 

Sir: Juba B. Hancock has transmitted to this office papers to establish his claim to reservations for 
himself and two children, under the 14th article of the treaty of September 27, 1830. He states that he 
is a white man, married to a Choctaw woman, the mother of these children. That his son, William 
Mitchell, was twelve years old on the Ist day of September, 1830, and his daughter, Mary Melinda, was 
ten years old on the 14th February, 1830. That his name and theirs were registered by Col. Ward, in 
August, 1831, but the leaf on which they were registered was lost. This statement is supported by the 
affidavit of Giles Thompson and David Fulsom, and P. P. Pitchlynn, certifying that the claimant was, 
for many years prior to the treaty a citizen, and entitled to all the privileges of a citizen. 

You are requested to inquire of Col. Ward whether these circumstances are truly stated, and if they 
are, you will locate a section for the father, and a half section for cach of the children, and apprise the 
department of the result. 


Very respectfully, &c., EB. WERRING. 


P.S. There is a third child, Caroline Delia, who is now about ten years of age, and of course entitled 
to a quarter section. 
To Col. Gro, W. Martrx, Columbus, Alabama. 





Wasnrneton Ciry, February 10, 1834. 

Sm: Under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek, George W. Harkins was entitled to two sections 
of land, the one to include his improvement, and the other to be a floating claim. A considerable time 
before the treaty Mr. Harkins had built and paid for a house on section 31 in township 16, range 1 east; 
and at that time said George W. Harkins had no other improvement in the nation, but resided with his 
mother. But as he did not reside on that section at the time of making the treaty, it was denied to him, 
and given to Vaughn Brashears, who was also entitled under the treaty to his own improvement, which 
was situated on the section next adjoining, on the south, to wit: section 6 in township 15, range 1 east, 
to which latter section the said Brashears had a rightful and proper claim. 

As the treaty provides that, in all cases of doubt, the construction shall be in favor of the Indian 
claims, it is thought that as Harkins had no other residence or improvefnent of his own, that this must 
be the land to which, under the true meaning of the treaty, he is entitled. 

It is therefore respectfully asked that a patent shall not issue to said Brashears, but that the case 
may be considered, and the title to said section 31 awarded to George W. Harkins. 


I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
GREENWOOD LEFLORE. 
To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
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Wasuineton City, February 18, 1834. 

Sir: The undersigned respectfully represents, that in many instances complaints have been made of 
the course pursued by the present locating agent of the Choctaws s, granted to them by the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit creek, and particularly w ith reoard to the 14th article, the 19th article, and the supplemen- 
taltreaty. He there fore prays that William Ar strong, whom he hereby recommends as a suitable person, 
may be appointed an agent to examine and adjust those claims, consisting of the claims of Capt. Red 
Dog, or Offehoma, and Capt. James Shie lds, these claims having been sold by the government: the claim 
of Capt. Shields was located by the loc ating agent; afterw ards the location was set aside by said agent 
and the land sold, which it is believed was done in - iolation of the provisions of the treaty. 

The case of Capt. Red Dog, or Offehoma, was never located, though fully embraced by the treaty. 
It is believed that injustice has been done in the case of David Coconona, who was entitled to one section 
of land under the 19th article of the treaty, to be governed by sectional lines, and half of which has 
been awarded to another person. The case of Consha is also a claim requiring examination, being 
secured to her under the 19th article; but of which she has been deprived by the act of the locating 
agent, by giv ing preference to a claimant under the 14th article of the treaty. 

The claim of George W. Harkins, embraced in the supplemental treaty, is also one to which I would 
‘all the attention of the proper department, out of which has arisen a diffic ulty as to the construction 
which ought to be given to the phraseology in regard to residence and cultivation. The case of Capt. 
Minta is one precisely situated as that of Capt. Shield, before referred to. These claims it is sought to 
have re-examined and adjusted according to the true spirit and meaning of the treaty, and with par- 
ticular instructions as to these cases, which have arisen under the several parts of the treaty above 
enumerated. I would respectfully sureest, if it be compatible with your sense of propriety, that the 
examining agent be clothed with power to decide upon any and all other controversies growing out of 
the action of the locating agent. 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 


GREENWOOD LEFLORE, 


The claims in the foregoing communication came under my personal knowledge, and the facts in 
‘relation to them are known to me. G. L. 


To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, 





Wasutneton Crry, February 19, 1834. 


Sir: Thave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th instant, inquiring what know- 
ledge, if any, Mr. Laud or myself has of the validity of the claim of John T. Hi arlan for reservation of 
land for himself and family, as members of the Choctaw tribe of Indians; and, in reply, I have to state 
for the information of your department, that at the date of the treaty of 1830, John 'T. Harlan was not 
a resident of the Choctaw country, having previously been ordered out of the nation by the United 
States’ agent, Col. William Ward, for the crime of murder; nor was he or his family ever recognized as 
members of the Choctaw nation. He is a white man, and his wife a Cherokee, from which nation he ran 
away for a crime similar to that committed in the Choctaw country. 

J have therefore no hesitation in saying that his claim is altogether unjust, fraudulent, and unworthy 
of your consideration. 

I an, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GREENWOOD LEFLORE. 

To Exserr Herrine, Esq., Zndian Bureau, 





Wasnixeton Crry, February 19, 1834, 

Sir: T have to state in reply to your enquiries addressed to Colonel Leflore and myself, respecting 
the validity of John T. Harlan’s claim for reservations of land for himself and family, as neers of 
the Choctaw tribe of Indians, that I have known said Harlan since 1829; and during the year 1830 he 
resided within half a mile of my plantation in Yazoo county, Mississippi, which, at that time, was not 
within the limits of the Choctaw country. He moved into the Choctaw nation in ‘the spring of 1831, and 
settled on the place that he now claims as his residence and improvement. These facts I give you from 
my own personal knowledge, and ain, 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
; CHARLES LAUD. 

Expert Herrixe, Esq., Indian Bureau, War Department, 





Wasutneton Crry, February 22, 1834. 

Sir: Ihave read Colonel Leflore’s letter to you of the 18th instant, praying for the appointment of 
a competent person to re-examine the claims of C ‘apt. Red Dog, or Offe homa, Capt. James Shields, David 
Coconona, Consha, George W. Harkins, and Capt. Minta, to reserv ations of land under the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit creck of 1830. The facts set forth in Col. Leflore’s letter, respecting Capt. James 
Shields, David Coconona, Consha, and George W. Harkins, came under my own knowledge, and I know 
them te be true; and be lic ‘ve those set forth in relation to Capt. Red Dog, or Offehoma, and Capt. Minta, 
are also true, although they did not come so directly under my knowledge as the others 


I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, a thee 
CHARLES LAUD. 


To the Honorable Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
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Derartuent or War, Office Indian Affairs, March 1, 1834. ; 

Sir: Colonel Greenwood Leflore represents, in a letter to the Secretary of War, (a copy of which 

is herewith enclosed, ) that, in several cases therein specified, errors have been committed, and conse- 

quent injustice done by the locating agent in his location of the Choctaw reservations under the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

The agent has been instructed to report fully to the department the circumstances and proceedings 

in those respective cases for its decision; and, until that decision be communicated to you, I am instructed 

to request you to suspend all further proceedings in those cases. 

Very respectfully, &c., 


To Exwan Haywarp, Esq., Com. of the General Land Office. 








ELBERT HERRING. 





Department or War, Office Indian Affairs, March 1, 1834. 

Sir: A letter (a copy of which is enclosed) has been presented by Col. Greenwood Leflore to the 
Secretary of War, stating that in a variety of instances therein mentioned, errors have been committed, 
and injustice done by you as locating agent. Iam therefore instructed to require you to report fully 
your proceedings therein, that, if error exist, or injustice has been done in any of them, the injury may 
be redressed. In the meantime, let there be a suspension of all further proceedings in those cases, until 
the final decision of the department shall be communicated to you. 
Very respectfully, &c., ELBERT HERRING, 


Greorce W. Marrin, Esq., Columbus, Alabama. 





Department or War, March 7, 1834. 
Sm: Having, agreeably to your request, submitted to the Attorney General, the additional papers 
transmitted in your letter of January 21, | have now the honor to enclose a copy of the opinion of that 
officer upon the question presented to him. 
Very respectfully, &c. LEW. CASS. 


Hon. Wituiam S. Arcuer, Louse of Lepresentatives, U.S. 





Arrorney Generat’s Orricr, February 26, 1834. 
Sir: I have examined the maps and other papers enclosed in your communication of the 28th ultimo, 
with the view of ascertaining whether the location applied for by Mr. Archer could be authorized consis- 
tently with the rules adopted by the War Department, and with those suggested by myself, in the opinion 
to which you refer. It appears from the statement of Mr. Archer that the improvement of Vaughn Bra- 
shears was in two sections, (31 and 6,) and he desires to locate the section and half reserved for said 
Brashears by taking part of sections 31, 6, 5, and 8. According to the rules above referred to, this can- 
not be done ; but the entire reservation must be taken from numbers 31 and 6, the whole of that section 
in which the actual residence of Brashears was situated being first taken, and the residue of the reser- 
vation being located in the other section, and in such manner as to include the actual improvement of 
Brashears. 
The papers are herewith returned. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


B. F. BUTLER. 
To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DerartMent or War, Office of Indian Affairs, December 17, 1833. 

Str: In answer to your letter of the 19th ult., to the Secretary of War, relative to the mode of 
locating the reservations for Delila and her children, Peggy Trahern and her children, and the widows 
of Pushmitaha and Puck-tshe-nabbee and their children, I am instructed to say that you will locate in 
one body those sections intended for Delila and her children; and in one other body those for Peggy 
Trahern and her children ; and in like manner with the other two widows. And in selecting the land for 
them, you will take neither the best nor the worst, but that which is of good average quality, fit for cul- 
tivation and improvement. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
To Mr. G. W. Marriy, Columbus, Mississippi. 


ELBERT HERRING. 





Cotumpes, December 6, 1833. 
Sir: The land sales are just brought to a close in this district for the present. 
I have succeeded in registering and reserving such claims as have been presented and are entitled 
to be located, taking the register made by Major F. W. Armstrong, and the treaty, and also the citizen 
register, which I found in the possession of W. W. Ward, the former agent, for my guide. 
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If you recollect, I said to you, in a former letter, that I should, in all cases, require of the reservee 
applicant to make a true representation of the facts on filing his application ; that on his failing so to 
do, and claiming lands to which he or they were not justly entitled under the treaty, he might hazard, 
and in all probability would lose, the land to which he was entitled; that if I found there had been any 
such fraudulent attempt, by making a wrong location designed to cover better land with the reserve, I 
should, on discovering the fraud, raise the reserve thus improperly located, and have the land sold. 
Under this rule I raised a reserve which had been made and designated on the map, for a section of 
land on the first week of the sales. The particulars of the case are these: an individual representing 
Capt. James Shields, one of the reservees, did, through a fraudulent design, procure a location of a sec- 
tion of land, which section did not include the residence, &c., of said reservee, as required by the 19th 
article of the treaty, but knowingly, and with fraudulent design, presented his claim as laying on a sec- 
tion of much better quality; saying, as I was informed and believe, that, before the mistake could be 
discovered and remedied, he would be able to buy the land should the fraud ever be discovered. In this, 
however, he was mistaken, as one of the deputy surveyors who surveyed the land, and knew on what 
section the house and improvement of Capt. Shields properly belonged, came forward and certified to the 
fact, that the location was marked on the map as a reserve, did not embrace the house and improvement 
of said Shields ; leaving no shadow of doubt as to the fraud. In consequence of which, I felt myself 
bound from the position I had first taken, and the more fully to protect the interests of the government 
by putting a stop to the mighty scheme of fraud which I believed, in all probability, was in contempla- 
tion to the prejudice of the interest of government. Consequently, I directed Major Dowsing, the 
register, to erase the marks designating the reserve on the map, likewise, to offer the land for sale as 
other public lands, which was done; and, by this act, I feel confident I have put a stop to that mode of 
fraud more finally than by any other course that possibly could have been adopted. However, there 
was a similar fraud attempted on the lands on which the mission house Mayhew is established, which 
also proved abortive, (this was the most glaring attempt at fraud I ever knew,) and those lands, &c., 
brought the government a good price. The checking of these frauds has caused me some frowns, and 
perhaps threats of the designing ones, but I value them not apin. I have undertaken this important trust, 
and, although at a great sacrifice, I will do my endeavors to bring it to a close in a proper manner, as 
far as my feeble abilities will permit. I have been, and yet am, much embarrassed in progress of this busi- 
ness for the want of the necessary maps. I have never been furnished, as seemed contemplated by the 
department, with the first map. Consequently, I have had to ride like a post-boy from Chocchuma to 
this place, say four times in the last two or three months, at least one thousand miles through a wilder- 
ness, having, in part, to pack my provisions, and sometimes compelled to sleep in the woods. I wrote 
the surveyor general on receipt of your favor of July last, and sent him an extract of the letter from the 
department, but he did not seem to me to understand that he was to furnish me with any maps, nor has 
he ever done so. I have located the claims which lay in that section of that nation which he has offered 
for sale, (whicu, by the by, is but a small part;) and there is no maps as yet furnished of the balance, 
or any part thereof. What amItodo? It will be an endless job for me to wait and attend the sales 
of lands as they may hereafter be offered for sale. Would it not be better that I should be furnished 
with copies of maps in all cases, as soon as they can be made out after the surveys done, by which 
means the locating of the claims might be brought to a more speedy close. Mr. Hayward, in his reply 
to the War Department, calling on the surveyors for maps for my use, said, in answer, that the locating 
agent under former treaties had had reference to the maps in the district land office. There would be no 
objection to this mode as regards any treaty made prior to the treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek, as there 
never has been, as I believe, one-hundredth part of the claim to locate, and that, too, at a round of some 
seven to nine hundred miles, to include the four offices in this State ; and God only knows how far it is, 
or may be, to include the one in Alabama, as I am uninformed at what place the Indian lands in that 
State will likely be sold. There are a great many reserves in that part of the Choctaw nation ; these 
lands have been surveyed some time since, and it would be but trifling for the surveyor general to fur- 
nish me with the maps; thus I might locate the claims there belonging to the Indians under the treaty, 
as well as also the surveyor general of this State. It would be a much more speedy and convenient 
mode of transacting this business, to be furnished with the maps, which would enable me to close the 
business, and bring it to a termination as shortly after the surveys are completed as practicable; other- 
wise, it will be utterly out of my power to continue in the office. I have a large family, and but just 
settled in a new country; my lands yet to improve, and put in a state for cultivation, requiring much 
more labor and attention—all of which require my personal and strict attention. I have thirty-five to 
forty in family, and a disproportion of laborers ; consequently, creating a responsibility on me and my 
time paramount to all other considerations. It may be proper here to state, that the department may be 
fully advised of all things touching my official acts, as well as things touching my office, as far as prac- 
ticable. There have been many spurious efforts to pass false claims through my office, hoping, thereby, 
to procure land to which they, from the treaty and the register, seem not to be entitled. I have ever 
met such pretence with promptness and decision ; of course to the discomfiture of the designing ; and I 
am sorry to say, that many of these groundless claims were presented at my office with much address, 
and urged on me with great earnestness, by a gentleman, (much honored by the citizens of this State, ) 
and who ever took occasion to admonish me that, should his claims be rejected by me, they should be 
presented to a higher tribunal ; leaving me to infer he would bring all such before Congress, or, perhaps, 
first the War Department: should they fail at the department, thence to Congress, &c. Should this 
effort at fraud be persevered in, it is possible it may be effectual at Washington, procuring there 
what could not be allowed here. Should it be so, I have one consolation—my skirts are clear. 


I have the honor to be, &e., 
G. W. MARTIN. 


Hon. Lewis Cass. 


P. S.—Should you wish to confer with any one who has been present during the sales at Chocchuma, 
I cite you to Judge Black, Senator from this State, Mr. John Bell and Mr. Dickinson, from Tennessee. 
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Derartment or War, November 1, 1833. 

Sir: T have received your letter of the 10th ultimo, and, in answer, have to inform you that it has 
already been decided that, in locating the reservations granted by the Choctaw treaty, when a section is 
granted, an entire surveyed section must be taken. When a half section is granted, the surveyed half 
of an entire section must be taken, and so with a quarter section. It is not conceived that any well- 
founded doubt can exist upon this subject, and the locating agent has been directed to execute his duties 
according Ly. 

A copy of Mr. Felder’s letter has been transmitted to Colonel Martin, to whom I refer you for fur- 
ther information respecting it. 

Very respectfully, &e., LEWIS CASS. 


To Tuomas D. Woouprivcr, Lowndes County, Mississippi. 





Derartuent or War, Office Indian Affairs, November 1, 1833. 

Sir: Your letter of the 29th September last, addressed to the Seeretary of War, has been referred 
to this office, and, in reply, T have to state that your name is among the number returned by the agent 
as having signuificd their intention to become citizens of the United States within the period stipulated in 
the treaty. 

The whole duty of locating the reservations under the Choctaw treaty has been confided to G. W, 
Martin, Esq., and copies of the registers have been forwarded to him. You can therefore obtain all the 
information you desire on application to him. 

The name of Anthony Pariss appears on the register, and it is supposed he is the person to whom 
you allude. 

Very respectfully, &c., ELBERT HERRING, 


To Mr. Jacos Danie, Daniel’s Prairie, Alabama. 


E-rtract of a letter from Samuel Gwin to the Secretary of War, dated at 
Crocentma Lanp Orrice, November 8, 1833. 

“The agent for locating Indian claims is now at Columbus attending to his duties, before the land 
sales come on at that place. Te has completed all those in this district, but will not, as he informed 
me, make a report for some time, as he believed he had made reservations that were not contemplated by 
the treaty; and that he might have further time to examine and do justice to the claimants, as well as 
to the United States, he reserved the land from sale, but will at a future period examine the claims more 
minutely, and make a final decision. This course was deemed best, as it gave every opportunity to the 
Indian to make up his case. 

©“ T would suggest to you the propriety of not acting on any claims until you have first heard from 
Col. Martin, the locating agent; and T would also suggest the propriety of ordering Col. Martin to 
Washington during the next session, as there is no doubt but what an attempt will be made to have 
wlowances made to Indians for pretended claims under the treaty, that have no existence in fact. I 
only suggest the above for the information of the department and the President ; and would refer you 
to the honorable Messrs. Bell and Dickinson, of Tennessee, now here.” 





Corumaus, November 8, 1833. 

Sir: T arrived here this morning at 8 o’clock, having left Choechuma on Tuesday night, 5th instant, 
having closed the business in that district at present ; having, as 1 believe, located all claims as I believe 
justly entitled under the treaty, (when found on the register furnished meas my guide, &e¢.,) except, 
perhaps, some floating claims, which possibly may be held up by owner. Tam happy to have it in my 
power to say that T believe I shall have the same success here from the great number of claims already 
located in this district. 

I left Chocchuma on Tuesday, in the second week of the sale of the public lands. As Tam extremely 
pressed with business at this moment, T shall write to the department again ina short time more fully, 
and after progressing further with matters here. Tam happy to say to you Tam in possession of the 
registers sent me from Washington. 1 received them on the Isth of October by an express from this place. 
Your esteemed favor of the 27th of September came to hand on the L8th of October, with regard to all of 
which I will write you more fully in a few days. 

IT have, &e., GEO. W. MARTIN. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Washington. 


P.S. The registers [I received from Washington are deficient as regards the citizens or five years’ 
claims, as T find no such claims alluded to in any part of said registers. These claims are under the 14th 
article of the treaty. If there is any such register, I should like to know it. There are many complaints 
of the defects of the one furnished by Col. Ward. 

Respectfully, G. W. M. 


Extract of a letter from George W. Martin to Secretary of War, dated 
Conempus, November 19, 1833. 
“Tamas yet uninstructed in what manner the department will direct that clause of the treaty in 
which there is 960 acres of Jand allowed to Delila and her five children, and also to Peggy Trahern and 
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‘her children, and to the widow of Pucktshe-nubbee, &e. Tsay Tam uninstructed how these claims shall 
be located ; that is, shall they be located on lands selected by me or by themselves ? shall they be located 
in quarter sections, or in one entire tract’ Lam desirous to hear from the department, and know in what 
manner I am to view these clatins,” 





DerartMent or War, Office of Indian Affairs, October 2, 1833. 
Sm: In reply to your letter of the 14th ult., L would observe that copies of all the documents in this 
office which can facilitate Mr. Martin in locating the Choctaw reservations, had been forwarded to him 
previously to the receipt of your letter. Suitable instructions, growing out of the circumstances in which 
he is placed, have also been communicated to him. 


Very respectfully, &e., ELBERT HERRING. 


To Capt. W. Armsrrone, Choctaw Agency, Mississippi. 





N. E. Lanp District, Mississippi, October 3, 1833. 

Sm: I presume that Col. George W. Martin has apprised you of the course which he has taken in 
relation togthe location of Indian reserves, viz: the appointing of an acting agent at each land office for 
the purpose of registering Indian reserves ; and, inasmuch as he has conferred the appointment on me 
for this district, 1 feel it my duty to consult you upon such subjects as are presented to me, ab vut 
which I may be difficultied. The case which I wish te present to you is the following : 

Gol. David Folsom (a half-breed Choctaw), has purchased an Indian reserve of three-quarters of a 
section ; he has also purchased another reserve of one-quarter section, making a whole section. Both of 
those Indians lived on the same section on which was a missionary establishment, where the Rev. Mr. 
Byington resided, and at present resides. The buildings and improvements are pretty good. ‘The colonel 
has applied to me to register his two reserves, covering that establishment. I have not thought proper 
tu comply with his wishes, and he says he will contend. 

You will please give me specific instructions in reference to this subject as soon as practicable. It is 
also in contemplation by a certain gentleman, I am informed, to sweep Mayhew in the same, or nearly in 
the same manner, 

I entertain but little doubt of being able to register all the reserves within this district before the 
sales of the land. 

You are aware of the importance of an early reponse to this, without a suggestion on my part. 

Your obedient servant, 


WM. DOWSING, Register. 


o. 4 7 . . 
Hon. Exisan Waywarn, Commissioner General Land Office, Washington City. 





Misstssiprt, Lowndes County, October 10, 1833. 


Dear Str: Tam requested to write you as agent for John McGilry and Taner MeGilbry, who have 
taken citizenship as Choctaws under the provisions of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, agreeable to 
the fourteenth article of said treaty. Application was made through me to Mr. Dowsing, who is acting 
as agent for locating reservations of said treaty: the location was wished by the Indians to adjoin the 
parent by a connection of one-half mile, and connect one on the other in that way throughout. This was 
objected by the acting agent as contrary to his instructions from the principal agent, Col. Martin. 

I have consulted several men, learned in law, who give it as their opinion that they were entitled to 
run their land in any way so as to adjoin the location of the parent. Is there any doubt as regards this 
location? If there is, is it not a well-founded doubt on the part of the Choctaws? I will refer you to 
that clause of the treaty where it is expressed, “that where any well-founded doubt arises as to the con- 
struction of the treaty, the most favorable shall be given to the Choctaw :’’ this does certainly give the 
right claimed by the Choetaws. If you are not the proper officer of the government that should be applied 
toon this subject for information, will you be so good as to lay this statement before them for instructions, 
and forward them to me as soon as possible, 

There are a few settlers that have settled on this land, who are endeavoring to prejudice the govern- 
ment against the Indians and their rights. It is understood by the Indians that one of them, Gabriel 
Felder, has written a remonstrance to your department against their locating their lands agreeable to the 
most favorable construction of said treaty, adding that it was only advantageous to a speculator. If this 
is the case, I can assure you it is without foundation, and should take it as a singular favor to be furnished 
with a copy of that letter. I have no fears that such would go to the prejudice of the Indians, as I have 
every confidence that ample justice will be dealt out to those unfortunate people ; and that, as regards 
the location, no speculator will be benefited or injured. In that event be so good as to advise me on this 
subject as carly as possible. There appears to be one more difliculty in this location: the State line 
betwen Alabama and Mississippi running through the improvements, a part is wanted on each side, which 
we wish to be advised on. I hope that Mr. Felder will not be countenanced in his nullification notions, 
who not only wishes to nullify the laws and treaty, but the rights of those unfortunate Indians. The 
Indians urge me to press on you for a construction of the treaty, and to advise them, through me, as svon 
as possible, as they wish to know before the lands are sold. 

I am yours, &c., 
R THOMAS D. WOOLDRIDGE. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
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P.S. Enclosed you have a map of the land wanted: they are all entitled to six sections and a half 
of land, including Gordon MeGilbry’s claim. Those marked Ris the land claimed by the McGilbry’s : 
those marked R embrace all the improvements owned by the whole of them. Please direct your letter 
to Pickensville, Alabama. 
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Section 28, and northwest 1 of 27, and northeast 1} of 23, is wanted for Turner McGilbry, and two 
children under ten years of age. Section 35 and west half of section 34, for Gordon, and two children 
under ten years of age. 

Fractional § section 1 in Alabama, southwest } of section 2, north half 11, northeast } of 10, south- 
east } of 3, and west } of 3, northeast 4 of 4, east half of 33, and northwest + of 33, northeast } of 32, 
and southeast } of 29, for John McGilbry, and four children ever ten years of age, and two under. 

You will see by the map that it is nearly ina body. It would be an extremely hard case to confine 
them to the river and river swamps. We think they are entitled to the location as laid down by the 
treaty, and Col, Trahern, who was locating a few days since orphan claims, gave it as his opinion that 
they were entitled to those lands, and respected their claims. 


Yours, respectfully, THOMAS D. WOOLDRIDGE. 





DeparTMENT OF War, October 11, 1833. 
Sir: T have received your letter of the 15th and 22d ultimo, together with a printed notice enclosed 

in the former. 
I perceive the embarrassments under which you labor, and am satisfied you will proceed in the exe- 
cution of your duty in the best manner the means of information in your power will permit. You doubt- 
less, ere this, have received a copy of the register prepared by Major Armstrong. This will furnish you 
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with an authentic list of all the claims to which any of the Choctaws are entitled, and you will be guided 
by it and by the treaty in making the locations. I perceive you have selected certain persons to aid you 
in the receipt of applications. The full effect you mean to give to these applications, I do not under- 
stand. I presume, however, it is merely to guide you in reserving from sale the proper tracts. You 
will, under no circumstances, allow a reservation to a person whose right is not recognized in the regis- 
ter of claims prepared by Major Armstrong, or by name in the treaty. If, however, you should find that 
this mode of receiving claims would aid you in the execution, you are at liberty to pursue it, taking care 
that a very small compensation is promised to the persons employed, as their labor must be compara- 
tively trifling. 

There are three modes of location pointed out by the treaty: one is specific, depending on the situa- 
tion of the improvement annexed to it, and will require no direction in fixing it. Another is at the option 
of the reservee—and here of course you must be guided by his own choice. And a third is general, and 
confided entirely to you. 

With respect to the latter, you will observe that the President desires to fulfill the stipulations 
of the treaty in a spirit of justice and good faith to the Indians. He neither wishes all the valuable 
tracts to be selected for the Indians which give value to the country, nor such ones assigned to them as 
are unfit for cultivation. Wherever you have a discretion in the location, let the tracts selected be of the 
average quality of the country, and such as are fit for all farming purposes, and upon which the Indians 
can obtain a proper support. Let no white man interfere with you in these locations. Receive no repre- 
sentations from any one. Any conveyances made by the Indians are as yet wholly void, and the Presi- 
dent does not recognize the right of a single person claiming lands in the Choctaw country under a deed 
or conveyance from any Indian, 

The representation of the Indians themselves, you are at liberty to receive, and it is proper they 
should be received; but act for yourself, after you have procured all necessary information. 

You will consider that clause in your instructions of the 26th of June, which requires you to estab- 
lish permanent marks upon each reservation, as applicable only to the plans of surveys, and not to the 
tracts of land themselves. 

By entering the name of each reservee upon his location, the object of that provision will be attained. 

It is important that the Indian reservations should be brought as much together as possible, and 
eyou will not lose sight of this object. If too much scattered, the Indians will be exposed to great incon- 
veniences. Whereas, by living in the same neighborhoods, they can be better protected in their rights 
and secured from injuries. Let, therefore, no individual reservations, in the locations of which you can 
exercise a discretion, be made apart from others. 

By the treaty, persons entitled to reservations in consequence of improvements are to locate them 
upon the legal subdivisions which contain their dwelling-houses. If two or more persons occupy dwell- 
ing-houses upon the same tract, let them make an amicable arrangement for preference, if they are will- 
ing todo so, If this cannot be done, let the tract be assigned to the oldest settler, where the fact can 
be determined. Where it cannot, you must draw lots for choice. 

IT have read your printed notice, and do not see any thing objectionable in the course you have 
marked out. Your views will of course be limited by these instructions. 

On inquiry, I find you had been advised by a letter of July 1, 1833, that it was not in the power of 
the General Land Office to furnish you with plats in time for the locations, and that you had been referred 
to the surveyor general to procure them. I trust that you have been supplied ere this with all the requi- 
site information on the subject. 

Iam, &e., LEWIS CASS. 

To Col. Grorce W. Martin, Chocchuma, Mississippi. 





Cotumevs, October 12, 1833. 


Sir: According to instructions received from the Office of Indian Affairs, I have completed the loca- 
tions of the orphan children of the Choctaw nation in the northwestern and northeastern land districts; 
the time being too short to accomplish the whole of the orphan claims before the ensuing sales at the 
different land offices. Therefore, in the southeastern district, I have not made any selections, but will 
do so as soon as practicable. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM TRAHERN, Agent Choctaw Orphan Children. 

Honorable Lewis Cass, Secret&ry of War. 





P DepartMENT oF War, October 22, 1833. 


Sir: Your letter of the 3d instant to the Commissioner of the General Land Office has been referred 
to this department. 

The Choctaw treaty provides that the reservations granted to the Indians on account of improve- 
ments should be so located as to include the dwelling-houses of the grantees. If, therefore, the dwelling- 
houses of the persons to whom you refer are situated upon such legal subdivisions as embrace any portion 
of the missionary improvements, there is no authority in the treaty to prevent them from holding the 
same. No exceptions are made in favor of any one. But you have nothing to do with assignees. You 
will recognize no person in the execution of this business except it is the grantee himself, or some other 
Indian acting bona fide for him. The principles of the location are distinctly stated in the instructions 
to Col. Martin. 

Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


To Wituram Dowsine, Esq., Register, éc., N. E. Land District, Columbus, Mississippi. 
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Department OF War, September 3, 1833. 
Sir: I have received your letter of the 9th ult., suggesting for consideration and decision several 


oo 
questions connected with the execution of your duty i in locating the reservations granted by the Choctaw 
treaty. I have submitted the matter to the President, and his views I now communicate to you. 

Ist. Where there is more than one occupant upon an improvement within the same legal subdivision, 
the rule of preference suggested by you scems to be a just one. Let the person whose improvement is 
the oldest, if that fact can be ascertained, receive the tract, and let the reservations of the others be 
located as near as may be upon such of the adjacent land as may be fit for cultivation. But if the fact 
of the priority of settlement cannot be satisfactorily ascertained, then let lots be drawn for the tract 
containing the improvement, and let the location of the others be fixed as already directed. 

2d. In locating the reservations of children which are to adjoin the tracts of their parents, it is not 
necessary that the reservations of a parent and child should adjoin each other along the whole extent of 
one of their lines. It is sufficient that they actually adjoin, whether upon the corners or the sides. 

3d. Where a dwelling-house, with a portion of the improvement, is in one legal subdivision, and the 
residue of the improvement in another, the tract containing the dwelling-house must be located for the 
claimant. This case is expressly provided for in the treaty, and it is impossible for the President to give 
any other directions. 

4th. Whether the tract upon which the dwelling-house is situated be valuable or not, there is no 
power to assign to the occupant any other land. The treaty itself has laid down the rule, and there can 
be no departure from it. 

It is to be regretted that Col. Leflore, or any other Choctaw, has taken up impressions that it is 
competent for the Executive so essentially to vary the stipulations of the treaty as would be necessary 
to make the changes in the third and fourth questions you have proposed. The language of the treaty 
is plain and explicit, and nothing is left for the Executive but to carry it into effect. While the Presi- 
dent is determined faithfully to extend to the Indians all the advantages it promises them, he is deter- 
mined also to adhere to the arrangement which both parties, with a full knowledge of the subject, have 
made. 

5th. All streams which, by the return of the surveyors, make fractional sections and subdivisions, 
will be considered as making fractions in all cases of Indian locations. Where the stream is not of such 
size as to make fractions for the purpose of sale, it will not make them in the case of Indian location. 

6th. You inquire what is to be done in those cases where the reservees have left the country? I 
answer, let the locations be made in all cases agreeably to the terms of the treaty, and to the return 
made by Major Armstrong, and now in your possession, of the persons entitled to tracts of land. 

Those persons who decline accepting the land, and claim the other benefits secured by the treaty, 
will have the right of so doing when application is made to them. Some evidence of their relinquishment 
is necessary, and when the location is made, the proper agent will be directed to ascertain the determi- 
nation of such, and to provide for them the land or its equivalent. 

Tth. The business of locating the reserves for the orphans has been committed to Mr. Trahern, and 
it is therefore unnecessary to give you any instructions respecting it. 

By inserting upon each subdivision in the several township maps the name of the person to whom it 
is assigned, and by returning duplicate lists, one to the surveyor general, and one to this department, 
showing the names of each person, and by describing the tract by its proper number in its township, 
range and section, I think the several reservations will be sufficiently identified. 

8th. When a reservation is to include three-quarter sections, it is the opinion of the President that 
these three quarters must lie in the same section, 

I see no objection to the suggestion you make respecting the mode of locating claims not fixed by 
the treaty, where the persons entitled have the right of selection, and where more than one apply for the 
same tract. Let the claim be determined by lot. I observe, however, that there are very few of these 
cases. In general, where the location is not fixed, it does not depend upon the choice of the claimant, 
but upon your discretion. 

I am aware the subject committed to you is difficult and important, but I rely upon your zeal and 
exertions to accomplish in a manner best calculated to promote the welfare of the Indians, and the 
proper interest of the government. Make the locations where you think right. Do not suffer yourself to 
be influenced by the applications or importunities of white persons. The government recognize no sale 
which has been made, nor will they until the locations are completed, and a system adopted and made 
public for protecting the Indians and their conveyances, and of insuring to them a just consideration for 
their property. Arrange your business, therefore, with the Indians alone. 

Tam apprehensive - ‘that there will not be time for you to complete this before the arrival of the time 
fixed for the public surveys. In that event, you will please to give notice to the proper registers and 
receivers, and they will be instructed to postpone the sale to such a period as you may consider neces- 
sary. It is to be hoped, however, the districts can be designated, the sales of which may go on without 
interfering with the Indian locations. 

Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


To Col. Grorck W. Martin, near Tuscaloosa, Washington county, Mississippi. 





Cuoctaw Agency, September 11, 1833. 


Sir: I am at this place, in discharge of the duties as agent for locating the reservations made at the 
treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek; and have made application for copies of the registers of said reserves, 
(as per instructions of the War ‘Departme nt,) preparatory to locating the same. 

But I am much disappointed in not being able to procure such copies and information as seems to 
have been anticipated by the department. Col. Ward says there are no entire and perfect copies of the 
registers of reservations retained here, and advised me to apply to the department, &c. 

I shall procure such papers here as may enable me to proceed in the locating, but I am certain the 
work cannot be done in a complete and perfect manner, unless I am furnished with a more full register, 
as the one here is incomplete. 
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I wrote the department, requiring further instructions, on the 9th of August; I am also desirous to 
hear from the department, and the several interrogatories therein mentioned. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. MARTIN. 
The Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 


N. B. The register here has been torn, and is extremely imperfect, as I am informed and believe. 
G. W. 





Cnoctaw Acency, September 11th, 1833. 
Sir: I have just returned from the lower district, and find here Mr. Martin, the agent selected to 
locate the land claims under the late treaty with the Choctaws. Mr. Martin has shown me his instruc- 
tions, in which he is directed to apply to me and Col. Ward for a copy of the register of those entitled 
to land under the cultivation section. The register in the possession of Col. Ward is in part destroyed, 
I acted as an agent in taking the census and examining the fields in Mushulatubbee’s district, which 
was returned to the War Office. Before Mr. Martin can act, he will have to be furnished with a copy of 
those entitled to land, as will appear by the books returned by my brother F. W. Armstrong, and also a 
list of those who have relinquished their land to the government, on which payment, in part, was made 
west Mississippi last winter. The books will show the locality of the land, and enable the agent to dis- 
charge his duty. 
The lands are advertised for sale, and, knowing that not a moment is to be lost, I have taken the 
liberty of addressing you on the subject. 
Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. ARMSTRONG, Sup’t Choctaw Removal, 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Cuoctaw AcEncy, September 14th, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 30th August last, requesting me 
to act in valuing the improvements and other property belonging to the board of American missions 
within the Choctaw purchase. I will endeavor to perform this duty as early as practicable, and report 
as directed. The several missionary stations are located in the three districts of the nation, at some 
distance apart. I shall, however, notify Mr. Kingsbury, who, I understand, is the agent for the board, 
and proceed immediately. 

I took the liberty of writing to the Secretary of War, by last mail, in reference to what would be 
proper to furnish Mr. Martin with, (the agent) for locating the land under the treaty. This I done 
because, in Mr. Martin’s instructions, he had been directed to call on me with Col. Ward for a register, 
&e. I was one of the agents who took the census and surveyed the fields under the cultivated section 
in the Choctaw nation, which was returned by my brother F. W. Armstrong to the War Department. A 
copy of those who were entitled to land by cultivation will have to be furnished Mr. Martin, which copy 
will show the locality and quantity of land; also, a copy of those who relinquished their lands to the 
United States; as also a copy of those who registered to remain five years, and become citizens. The 
register of those entitled to land, left by F. W. Armstrong with Col. Ward, was left exposed, and, indeed, 
a leaf or two lost. Mr. Martin took it with him to Chocchuma, and I presume will act, as far as he can, 
until he receives other instructions. 

Seeing the lands advertised for sale, and the time so short for Mr. Martin to make return in, must be 
my apology for addressing you at all on the subject. The citizens of this State are deeply interested in 
the proper location of these claims. I hope, however, I have been anticipated, and that the copies, as 
above, have been, before this, sent to Mr. Martin. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WM. ARMSTRONG, Sup’t Choctaw Removal. 

To Exsert Herrine, Esq., Commissioner, &c., Washington. 





Cuoccuuma, Mr, Sept. 15th, 1830. 


Sir: I received, on the 8th instant, and not till that time, a communication from D. Kurtz, Esq., acting 
commissioner, &c., dated the 8th of August last, advising me that ‘the President of the United States 
has directed that the lands ceded to the United States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek shall be 
offered at public sale on the 8d Monday in October next; that it is necessary the location of the reserva- 
tions provided for in that treaty should be compiled and entered in the proper land office prior to that 
date;’’? and he adds, ‘‘you are therefore directed to proceed without delay to execute this duty.’ Imme- 
diately on the receipt of this communication, I proceeded to the agency, a distance of 120 miles from my 
residence, to obtain from Colonel Ward or Wm. Armstrong, Esq., copies of the register of the different 
‘claims of reservees in the three districts,’’ as directed in your instructions of the 26th June last. The 
result of my application enabled me only to procure a partial and very defective register, of which you 
have been advised by my communication of the 11th instant. 

You promised, in your instruction of the 26th June last, to forward to the care of General Coffee 
copies of the township maps of survey, which are deemed necessary to the better discharge of my duty. 
Thave again to repeat that Iam not yet furnished, notwithstanding the most urgent request which I 
have made by letter both to the register and surveyor general. 1 however still hope a short time will, 
from some quarter, put me in possession of them. The want of these maps, the defect in the register 
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just referred to, although great barriers to the quick and correct discharge of the duties assigned me, 
still I have not deemed them of sufficient magnitude to delay my entering immediately on the locations 
of the claims referred to in the treaty and your instructions. I therefore, on the 14th instant, deemed it 
proper to open my office for the reception of applications to locate reservations, and have proceeded 
accordingly. The time is so limited between this and the public sale, that it will be impossible for me 
to go around and locate, on the ground, all the reservations provided for under the treaty, as seem to be 
contemplated by your instructions of the 26th June last. 

Upon reference to your instructions, the President’s proclamation offering the lands for sale, and the 
treaty, it is clearly the object of all that the officer charged with the settlement and location of the 
different reservations, improvement claims, and five years’ stay claims allowed under the treaty, shall so 
manage as at least to exclude from sale all such claims justly entitled under the treaty; otherwise great 
injustice would result to the honest claimant, and much inconvenience possibly to the government, as, 
in such a contingency, the result would be petitions to Congress for redress, which could not be denied 
upon an honest claim, which might require other provisions to be hereafter made less advantageous to 
the government. With this view of the subject, and in the absence of further instructions from your 
department, I find myself much embarrassed as to the proper course for me to pursue. The time of the 
public sale is so near at hand, that it will be impossible for me to go on the ground, and make the 
locations of all the claims allowed under the treaty previous to the day of sale, and embraced under your 
instructions. I must then either proceed to locate on the ground as many of the claims as I can previous 
to the public sale, and register them as instructed, leaving the balance unattended to, and Hable to be 
offered at public sale, or adopt such other course as may seem best calculated to effect what I conceive 
to be the spirit and object of your instructions; thereby excluding from sale all reservations allowed 
under the treaty, and so manage the business that I can, consistently with the rights of the Indians and 
the obligations of the government hereafter, proceed to locate on the ground all such claims. Some 
judicious course like this will enable the government to exclude from the sale just at hand the lands of 
all just claimants under the treaty, and will enable me hereafter, when locating on the ground, to correct 
and cause to be entered on the township maps, as contemplated by your instructions and the President’s 
proclamation, the reservations of all just claimants, and, at the same time, rejecting all such claimants 
as may have claimed lands not intended to be embraced and granted to them by the treaty. 

I have condensed the instructions which I have received from the War Department and the General 
Land Office, in the form of a circular, for the benefit of those interested, a copy of which I herewith 


enclose. 
I have the honor to be, &c., GEO. W. MARTIN, Agent. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





To those who claim reservations under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek: 


By a communication from the War Department, under date of July 23d, which was not received 
until the 5th of August last, I learned that I was appointed to make the selections and locations of the 
reservations of lands granted to the Choctaws under and by virtue of the provisions of the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit creek, made and entered into on the 27th September, 1830, between the United States 
of America and the Choctaw nation of Indians. It was contemplated by the department, before I 
proceeded to the discharge of the duties required of me, that I should be furnished with the plats of all 
the townships of land within that district of country ceded by the treaty aforesaid, which have been 
surveyed, and also with copies of the register of all persons entitled to land under the same. I have 
not yet been furnished with any of the plats of survey, and with but imperfect copies of the regis- 
ters. By a communication from the War Department, dated August the 8th, which I received on the 8th 
instant, I am informed that the President of the United States has directed the lands ceded by the treaty 
aforesaid to be offered at public sale, to commence on the 3d Monday in October next; and that it is 
necessary for the reservations provided for under the treaty to be located prior to the day of sale; and I 
am directed to proceed without delay to execute the duty required of me. My instructions seem to 
require of me to go in person on the grounds and examine the improvement and lines of survey, corner 
posts, &c., of each local reservation claimed under the treaty: this Tam unable to do before the day of 
sale. For the information of those interested, I have prescribed the following rules and regulations to 
be observed in presenting claims under the treaty, and in making locations, which are as nearly in 
conformity with my instructions as the circumstances of the case will permit. 

I will open an office in each land district within that tract of country ceded by the treaty aforesaid, 
for the purpose of receiving applications, and registering the names of applicants for reservations as 
soon as practicable, and keep the same open until the day set apart for the commencement of the sales 
in each district. In the northwestern district, the office will be opened at Elliott; in the northern district 
at Columbus; in the Augusta district at Augusta; and in the Mount Salus district at Clinton. 

The applicants must proceed to the place designated in their respective districts prior to the day of 
sale, and adduce to the agent, or such person as may be appointed to represent him, satisfactory proof 
that he or she is entitled to a reservation of land under the treaty, designating the numbers of the 
reservation so claimed. The name of the reservee will then be registered, the number of the section, 
half section, quarter section, or other quantity to which he may be entitled marked on the plat of survey 
in the proper land office, and the land reserved from sale. 

The reservations granted to heads of families under the 14th article of the treaty, to those who 
desire to remain five years and become citizens, will be bounded by sectional, half sectional, or quarter 
sectional lines of survey, and so located as to include the improvement of the head of the family at the 
time of the making of the treaty, or a portion of it. The half sections and quarter sections allowed for 
their children must adjoin the location of the parent. 

The reservations granted under the 3d and 4th clauses of the 19th article of the treaty will also be 
bounded by sectional and quarter sectional lines of survey, and so located as to include that part of the 
improvement which contained the dwelling house of the head of the family at the time of the making of 
the treaty. When the dwelling house of two or more persons entitled to reservations under this article 











RRBs 








ae 








1834.] LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 13 





shall be includ :d within the same section, half section, or quarter section, they will be so located as to 
take such legal subdivisions of adjacent sections as will give to each reservee his claim in as square a 
form as practicable: thus, if different improvements are so situated upon the same section or subdivision 
of a section as to allow the parties, by taking legal subdivisions, to retain that part of their respective 
improvements containing their dwelling houses, they will have to take such legal subdivisions, together 
with such adjacent lands as may be necessary to give the required shape and contents to their claims. 
If, however, two or more reservees have settled upon and improved the smallest legal subdivision of a 
section, and thus rendered it impracticable to make a division of the improvements by the selection of 
legal subdivisions, they will have to make an arrangement among themselves as to the manner in which 
their reservations are to be located. If they cannot agree among themselves, they will be permitted to 
cast lots for the same, and those who lose their improvements take the quantity to which they are entitled 
out of the adjacent lands. Where a reservation based upon an actual improvement falls on a fraction, 
and that fraction is short of the number of acres to which the reservee is entitled, he will be allowed to 
make up the complement from the adjoining fraction, provided that the subdivision which may be located 
to complete the quantity be so designated as to give the entire reserved form. If the contingency should 
happen, contemplated in the latter part of the fourth clause of the 19th article, that the number of 
reservees should exceed the number provided for, the chief of the proper district will be called on to 
decide who shall be excluded. Captains entitled to less than a section, who claim an additional half 
section under the 5th clause of the 19th article, must locate the same on lands adjoining their improve- 
ments and dwelling house. 

Those claiming local reservations granted to them by name in the treaty, or the supplement thereto, 
in designating the boundaries of their claims, will have to be governed by the rules prescribed in the 
particular clause under which they claim. Those persons claiming floating reservations granted to them 
by name in the treaty or supplement, will be permitted to locate the same on any lands which were 
unoccupied and unimproved at the time of the making of the treaty, unless confined by the treaty to a 
particular district. In making the locations, they will be confined to sectional, half sectional, or quarter 
sectional lines of survey, and will not be permitted to cross sectional, half sectional, or quarter sects mal 
lines. If they locate them on fractional sections, they will be compelled to take such fraction, if less 
than the complement, in full satisfaction of the whole quantity claimed under such floating reserve. In 
no case whatever can a floating claim be divided. Where application is made at the same time to locate 
two or more floating claims of equal size on the same tract of land, the same course for the adjustment 
of the matter as is prescribed in case of conflicting claims under the 3d and 4th clauses of the 19th 
article, will be pursued as near as practicable; and all conflictions will be settled in the same manner. 
Where application is made at the same time to locate two or more floating claims of different sizes, the 
largest will have preference: thus, a section will have precedence over a half section, and a half section 
be preferred to a quarter section, &c. ‘ 

In all cases, the claim will be confined within the section lines of the section run and marked by the 
surveyor of the United States, and will not be permitted to go into an adjoining section or fraction, 
unless the quantity of land, or the terms of the treaty in which the grant is made, requires or authorizes 
it to be done. 

I intend to examine on the ground, after the sales, the several local reservations, if it should be 
deemed necessary to a final adjustment and settlement of claims, before I return a register thereof to 
the War Departinent; or adopt such other course as I may be instructed to pursue in relation thereto. 

It is important that every claimant should, in person or by his agent, attend promptly to his interest 
and make his application, particularly describing the land claimed, within the time prescribed, in order 
to exclude his land from sale. I have thus given explicitly my views, and the substance of the instruc- 
tions to me, which I hope will be satisfactory to all interested. If any additional information is desired 
in relation to any clause of the treaty which I have inadvertently omitted, I will take a great pleasure 
in giving it on application. It is the intention of the President, as well as the War Department and 
the undersigned, in making the locations of the several reservations granted under the treaty, to conform 
to the letter and spirit of that instrument in every particular, and to construe the same, wherever well- 
founded doubt shall arise, and any discretionary power is to be exercised, favorably towards the 
Choctaws. 

GEO. W. MARTIN, Agent for locating Indian reservations. 





NASHVILLE, September 20, 1833. 

Dear Str: I have just seen a letter from William Armstrong: he says ‘‘the people of Mississippi 
are all in uproar on account of the sales of land in October; arising from the circumstance that the 
cultivation claims secured under the treaty, are not reserved from sale.’ Major Martin, whom you sent 
to locate the orphan claims, has not been able to do anything, because the report made by F. W. Arm- 
strong, of the cultivation claims, under the treaty, has not been sent to him. One was left with the 
agent, Colonel Ward, but is so torn and mutilated as to be of no service; and, until he is advised where 
those claims are, the orphan reservations cannot be made. To quiet ‘this uproar,’’ you had better, from 
the report of F. W. Armstrong, have all those cultivation claims marked down upon the plat of survey 
by the commissioner, Mr. Hayward, and sent speedily to Major Martin. The plat, too, should be for- 
warded to the register in Mississippi, and be instructed not to sell any of these cultivation Indian claims, 

I doubt much if there will be time for this; and if not, rather than the confusion spoken of should 
take place, would it not be well to postpone the sales ? 

I write in haste, and to keep you all out of scrapes and difficulties. Indeed, so prevailing is the 
idea with the people that the price of the public lands will be reduced at the next Congress, that dissa- 
tisfaction is expressed about the sales at this time. 


Yours, J. H. EATON. 
Ifon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 
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Dumrries, September 20, 1833. 

Sir: Your attentive acknowledgment of my letter, enclosing Mushulatubbee’s conveyance to D. W. 
Wright, I duly received, but have deferred replying until now. In order to a fair and equitable adjust- 
ment of the numerous contracts for floating claims and reserves, I will submit a few facts analagous of 
the whole; and from which I hope the War Department will be able, in part, to reach the cunning land 
speculator in his strongest hold. 

In a majority of cases, a small advance was made by the citizen to the Indian for his possession, say 
from one-fourth to one-tenth the amount agreed on as the price, the balance to be paid when the Presi- 
dent ratified the sale. Promissory notes were given to the Indians, to be paid when the title became 
perfect. A bona fide deed and warranty, with an acknowledgment of the receipt of the whole purchase 
money, is given by the Indian who emigrates forthwith to Arkansas. The purchaser, as soon as he can, 
sells the land to an emigrant settler, and he, perhaps, to some one else. Indeed, it may go through half 
a dozen transfers before the ratification; and, consequently, before the money is due to the Indian, the 
first purchaser, by a few successful operations, realizes a fortune, leaving the Indian to seek him where 
he can find him, and the last purchaser in danger of losing his land and improvements, honestly obtained 
and paid for. 

Mushulatubbee’s two sons (full blooded Indians), James and Hiram King, were allowed a section 
each at the treaty (at their father’s old place), on the great military road leading to Lake Pontchartrain, 
a most valuable location. Messrs. Wright, Hatch, and Hand, of Columbus, had formed a sort of combi- 
nation or connexion to speculate in claims. Old Mushulatubbee was with them a great bobba shela (a 
friend), and, together with the two floating sections, they got Mushulatubbee’s sons’ two sections before 
mentioned, for which they gave three young negroes. Pending this transaction, Messrs. Grabel, Grant, 
and Lincecum, of Columbus, informed me that squire Maglue, or Maclue, who knew that the said negroes 
were free, had colleagued with a lawyer Tucker, of Columbus, to extort money out of Colonel Townshend, 
who brought the negroes from Tennessee or Kentucky, and sold them to the said ¢dompany, Wright, 
Hatch, and Hand. Of the six negroes sold Mushulatubbee, five of them were free, the sixth purchased 
from Grabel Lincecum. The said free negroes were the offspring of a free woman that accompanied a 
family from near Hagerstown, Maryland, to Kentucky, many years ago. 

But to return to Tucker and Maclue: they went to Townshend, and threatened to make the discovery 
unless he would give them five hundred dollars. He agreed to do it, and gave his note accordingly; but 
when it became due he refused to pay it, on the ground of bribery and extortion. They sued him in the 
court at Columbus; the trial came on before Judge Nichols, and, perhaps, few cases have occurred where 
the enormity of crime was received with less concern. 

It was said that Wright & Co. took back those negroes, and put others in their places; but not 
believed—James King having been hurried off with them to Arkansas long before the emigration com- 
menced. Mr. Lincecum, also Peter Pitchlynn, told me it was only a sham; that the negroes (excepting 
one of them, drowned in the river Poteau,) were eighteen miles from Fort Smith. Wright, a few days 
after the treaty, took a deed for Robert Nail’s claim for a half section. Robert was then about cighteen 
years old. It was to be paid for as soon as the sale was ratified by the President. 

Robert and his mother had great confidence in Wright, and of course would sign any paper he 
required of him. Supposing, therefore, as soon as the emigration commenced, that he could get his 
money, he applied for it, and was told he would not pay him, but would place the money in the hands of 
Major Pitchlynn. He continued to baffle Robert with this as long as [remained in the nation. Wright & 
Co. had taken, I understand, a conveyance bond from the old interpreter, Middleton Mackay, for his 
grant from Congress, given in lieu of his reserve, which was not valuable. Mackay told me he had never 
received any thing from them, and merely promised to give them the refusal. Mackay and his wife died 
of cholera on the road between Memphis and Little Rock. I have no doubt some one has set up a claim 
for Mackay’s donation, and I am as certainly sure he never sold it. The claim of Captain Billy Hays (a 
Choctaw) came directly under my notice: Nored and McNutt agreed to give him seven hundred dollars, 
viz., three hundred dollars on the first September, 1831, and four liundred more first January, 1832. 
MeNutt left for Arkansas with the emigrants; Nored remained, and paid Hays two hundred and seventy- 
six dollars. The agreement was left in my hands, and I gave it to Major Armstrong, who told me he 
had left it with Colonel Ward at the old agency. Nored refuses most positively to pay the balance, on 
the ground that Captain Hays was not allowed as much land as he expected. Nored lives on the place, 
eighteen miles N. E. of Doak’s stand. I hope he will be made to pay to Billy Hays’ heirs every cent 
before any title is given him. The land is richly worth the money: a good house on it, a large enclosure, 
and four hundred and eighty acres. 

Col. James McDonald, an educated Choctaw, was provided for in the treaty, and subsequently 
drowned himself in Pearl river, near Jackson. Robert Jones, a relative of McDonald, told me that Judge 
Caldwell, of Clinton, had obtained from McDonald’s mother, (his rightful heir,) the claim for a paltry, 
or, at least, a consideration far short of its value. 

In reference to the latter part of your letter, I ought only to say, ‘the account of my injuries and 
wrongs are rather long, and the particulars tedious.’ But, in using this apology, I do not abandon the 
task of recounting, to those who feel interested for me, the whole subject-matter thereof; and by which, 
although not justifiable in any law, yet decidedly so by those who have heard and believed my statement 
of the transaction. 

It is a matter of astonishment to myself and friends how I have encountered so many difficulties; 
and what has been the cause of it? My own impression is, that it has ever been my misfortune to meet with 
oppression, and to resist to a degree beyond the necessity of the case. 

During my service in the army and elsewhere for the government, I have disbursed near an hundred 
thousand dollars. I was among the first commissaries appointed after establishment of the commissa- 
riat. I have letters in the archives of the War Department showing my promptitude as a volunteer in 
the time of the war, and of my general character for capacity and integrity through life. 

I can procure ample testimonials from an extensive acquaintance in the different parts of the country 
I defy any one to bring a charge of fraud or peculation against me in more than twelve 
years’ public service. My misfortunes are, therefore, rightfully ascribed to an irresistable impulse of 
passion, almost as fatal to my peace and happiness as the worst of offences. I did think I should never 
offend again when that best of men, Major Eaton, listened to my wrongs, and gave ine employment; and 
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I did use every precaution to avoid collision with any person. But I am growing tedious, and will only 
add, as I am rather under the ban, that I hope you will look on my case with a more favorable view 
hereafter than the first impressions induced you to do; and that I may not despair, at some future period, 
of being restored to the confidence of all my friends. 

I am sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


8 


WM. 8. COLQUHOUN. 
Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Corvmavus, September 22, 1833. 


Sir: In pursuance of the course laid down in my letter to you of the 15th instant, I have established 
offices and appointed assistants at the several land offices, for the reception and filing of applications in 
the several districts ; namely, William Dowsing, Esq., at Columbus, William Howze, Esq., at Augusta, 
R. H. Sterling, Esq., at Elliott, and George B. Dameron, Esq., at Mount Salus, who are authorized to 
receive, and place on file for registration, all such claims as may be presented, and come under the rules 
prescribed and furnished them ; a copy of which is herewith enclosed. 

I intend visiting each office prior to the day of sale for the purpose of examining the claims present- 
ed, and to register and reserve from sale such claims as are filed and shall come under the provisions of 
the treaty, and in conformity with my instructions from your department. 


I have the honor to be, &ce., GEO. W. MARTIN. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War, Washington City. 





DepartMENT OF War, Office of Indian Affairs, September 24, 1833. 


Sm: Your letter of the 11th instant has been received. I regret that you should have met with any 
delay in obtaining copies of the Choctaw registers. Complete copies of them were taken from this office 
by Major F. W. Armstrong, and it was supposed he would leave them with his brother at the old agency. 
As this was not done, the preparation of other copies has been commenced, and they will be transmitted 
to you as early as practicable. 

The paper you request will be procured, and forwarded to you to-morrow. 

Your letter to the President has been referred to this department. You will permit me to observe 
that, during your appointment, this office is the proper channel of communication with the Executive. 

Very respecttully, &c., 
ELBERT HERRING. 

To Col. Georee W. Martin, Choctaw Agency. 





Department or War, September 27, 1833. 


Sir: I regret to learn that, owing to some misunderstanding, the copy of the register of the names 
of the’ Choctaw Indians entitled to reservations, which is in the possession of Major Armstrong, has not 
been received by you. Another copy is preparing here, which will be ready for transmission in a day or 
two. But, in the meantime, I am apprehensive that this circumstance will delay the sale of at least a 
portion of the lands ceded by the Choctaws. I am desirous that the inconvenience should be as little as 
possible, and I would theref6re suggest to you the expediency, as you cannot now possibly complete the 
locations prior to the day appointed for the sale of the lands, to fix upon such a district of country for 
the locations as will enable you to do justice to the Indians, and let the residue of the ceded territory be 
offered for sale agreeably to the proclamation. 1 do not myself see any objection to this course, and I 
think it will be promoting the public interest, late as it is; possibly there may be difficulties attending it 
of which I am not aware. I must refer the subject to your discretion. Be pleased to communicate with 
the surveyor general, and registers and reccivers, on this matter. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEWIS CASS. 

To Col. Georcr W. Martin. 





DerartMent oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, September 28, 1833. 
Sir: The copies of lists of Choctaw reservations will be forwarded to you by this day’s mail. 
Iam, &c., 
ELBERT HERRING. 
To Col. George W. Martiy, Choctaw Agency, Mississippi. 





Department oF War, Office Indian Affairs, September 28, 1833. 
Sir: In the absence of the Secretary of War, I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 


of the 20th instant, addressed to him, and to thank you for the information which you have given in rela- 


tion to Indian contracts for the sale of their reservations. They have suffered extremely by imposition 
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and fraud practiced upon them by unprincipled white men, and it is the duty of us all to protect them, if 
possible, from further injury. 


If unfavorable impressions exist against you on the part of any of your friends, I trust that your 


future good conduct will erase it, and conciliate the esteem of all who know you. 


Very respectfully, &c., 
ELBERT HERRING. 
To Wituram 8S. Corqunoun, Dumfries, Virginia. 





Department oF War, September 28, 1833. 


Sir: I transmit a copy of a letter addressed to the locating agent under the Choctaw treaty, and 
would suggest the propriety of giving corresponding instructions to the proper registers and receivers. 
I would also suggest whether it would not be well to remove the injunctions heretofore laid upon those 
officers to keep secret the fact of the necessity of withholding from sale, should such necessity be fonnd 
to exist, any tracts required for the location of Choctaw reservations, and when that duty cannot be per- 
formed before the day fixed for the sale. 

Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


To Extsan Waywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Near Jones’ Biurr, Sumpter County, Alabama, September 29, 1833. 


Dear Sm: I am and have been a citizen, for twelve years and more, on the territory ceded to the 
United States by the Choctaw people at Dancing Rabbit creek, in September, 1830. (Previous to my 
settling in this country, I served three years and five months as a regular soldier in the United States’ 
army, the most of the time in active service in the last war.) Under the 14th article of that tre: aty, I 
entered, or had my name entered, on the agent’s, Colonel Ward’s books, within the prescribed time, as 
one who wished to become a citizen of the United States. I had at that time a wife and four small chil- 
dren under ten years of age living with me. These are all that I entered with Colonel Ward, for which 
I have his certificate; but "Thad at that time another child, my first born, a son, at the Choctaw academy, 
in Kentucky, and being uninstructed in the art of construing tre aties, and as he was not immediately 
under my roof at the time of giving in the rest, I ignorantly failed to name him. These facts I can well 
establish. Now, one inquiry I wish to make is, whether I can obtain land for this other child by satis- 
factorily establishing his existence now, and at ‘the time of the tre: ity, and a de ‘velopment of the circum- 
stances of his name being neglected? If so, will you oblige an humble individual by seeing me righted in 
this particular. 

Now, there are a great many white people settled on the Choctaw purchases, some four or five on 
the land which, in eood faith, I must get; and they endeavored to slacken my faith in the government, 
by saying that white men married to Choctaw women were not considered by government as the he ads 
of Choctaw families, and the treaty was so worded in order to cut white men with Indian families out of 
lands. This I know was not the intention or understanding of the ice oe, parties at the time; for 
inquiries were made, at the time, of the United States’ commissioners upon this head, and they unequivo- 
cally stated that white men married to Choctaw women were considered as Indians, and would be enti- 
tled under the treaty to all the privileges and benefits of other Choctaws. 

You will confer a favor upon me by giving me your opinion upon this head. Another inquiry I wish 
to make, is, whether a claimant will be allowed to take fractional sections, or quarter sections, in lieu of 
full ones? Our late agent had, for some time previous to going out of oflice, been in the habit of stimu- 
lating very freely, so much SO, that I thought he was liable to do busines# rather loosely, and I have 
been “actually informed that he has failed to enter names when he was applied to to do so; and I have 
understood that he has lost a part of the names that he registered. Should this be the case, what 
remedy has the claimant ? Will his certificate set the claim to rights? Or will it be sufficient evidence 
for the locator to lay off the claims? You will oblige me by informing me if my name is on the list 
transmitted to your office, and whether it is as one claiming a citizenship. I have the agent’s certificate 
to this effect, but if he has lost any names, it is possible mine may be among them. One other, and the 
last inquiry, is, what way are we to get rid of those persons who are settled upon our lands, and cutting 
down and destroying our timber, and clearing it up in little spots in a very injurious manner ? 


Your very humble servant, 
JACOB DANIEL. 


P. S.—Please inform me whether Antonio Parish’s name is on your list. He is a brother-in-law, and 
an old brother soldier who served with me in the last war. Please write me immediately, and direct 
your letter, Daniel’s prairie, Green county, Alabama. 


Honorable Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Department oF War, September 30, 1833. 


Sir: In the absence of the Secretary of War, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th instant, and in reply to state that it being apprehended the duty of locating reserva- 
tions under the late Choctaw treaty might not be completed in time for the sale in October, under the 
President’s proclamation, instructions were issued through the General Land Office to its agents to with- 
hold from public sale such lands as Colonel Martin and W. Trahern, Esq., might designate as reservations 
or orphan claims under the treaty with the Choctaw Indians. : 
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Owing to some misunderstanding, the copy of the register of Indians entitled to reservations in Major 
Armstrong’s possession has not been received by Col. Martin. This circumstance, it is feared, will delay 
the sale of at least a portion of the lands ceded. Another copy has been prepared and transmitted to the 
locating agent at the Choctaw agency, Mississippi; and with a view of lessening the inconvenience which 
may result by the failure of receiving the first copy, the expediency has been suggested to Colonel Martin, 
as he cannot now complete the locations prior to the day appointed for the sale, to fix upon such a district 
of country for the locations as will enable him to do justice to the Indians, and let the residue of the 
ceded territory be offered for sale agreeably to the proclamation, 


I have the honor, &c., JOHN ROBB, Acting Sec’y of War. 


To Major Joun H. Eaton, Nashville, Tennessee. 





Department OF War, Office Indian Affairs, August 8, 1833. 


Srr: The President of the United States has directed that the lands ceded to the United States by the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek shall be offered at public sale on the 8d Monday in October next; and I 
am instructed to inform you, that it is necessary the location of the reservations provided for in the treaty 
should be completed, and entered in the proper land office, prior to that date. You are therefore directed 
to proceed without delay to execute this duty, 

I enclose, for your information, opinions which have been given by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, which may be useful to you. 

lam, sir, &c., D. KURTZ, Acting Commissioner, ée. 


To Col. Geo. W. Martix, Near Elliot Mission House, via Rankin, Mississippes. 





Tuscanoma, Washington Co., Miss., August 9, 1833. 

Dear Sir: I am just in receipt of a communication from the War Department relative to my agency 
in locating and registering the claims provided for in the treaty made at Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Notwithstanding my desire to commence my official duties, I shall be constrained to defer acting 
until I hear further from the department, for reasons herewith assigned. 

Ist. When there is a plurality of claimants on the same tract of survey, will it not be proper to give 
a preference to the oldest occupant? (when it can be established who is oldest:) and what course is best 
to be pursued with regard to the minor claim or claimants ?—shall I locate them on similar lands nearest 
and adjoining ? 

2d. In locating the several claims, for instance, thus alluded to in the 14th article of the treaty, where 
it provides the lands of the child shall adjoin the location of the parent, shall I be confined to lateral lines 
of survey, or otherwise—for instance, cornering or adjoining ? , 

3d. When a tract or claim has been divided by line of surveys, leaving the house in one section, and 
most of the improvements in another, will the claimant be allowed to take part in two sections, so as to 
include the whole of his improvement? or, should the claimant prefer relinquishing the house, and taking 
the residue of the improvement, will he be permitted to do so? 

4th. Should the claim be so prejudiced as to be entirely worthless, may he be permitted to have land 
of same value* at or near his residence, notwithstanding he should cross a section line to accomplish it? 
Permit me here to mention that Col. Leflore, (in behalf of his people) is very firm and positive in his 
demands of a favorable construction by the department of all the clauses contained or embraced in the 3d 
and 4th interrogatories, as above stated. ‘‘He says he ever objected to a rigid construction of the treaty 
relating to these cases,’’ and claims redress under the latter clause of the 18th article of the treaty, which 
reads, ‘‘ when well-founded doubt shall arise, it shall be construed most favorable towards the Choctaws.’’ 
He further says, many have already abandoned their reserves, which have been, or would be rendered 
worthless under a rigid construction of the treaty, (as regards ruling them to take their claim in the 
section containing a respective part of their improvement, regardless of its including any portion of good 
land,) believing it a matter of design in the government to take the good lands, and leave them that which 
was valueless. The claims affected by survey, and now held, are not very numerous, but he feels desirous 
that justice may be done, confidence restored and sustained; feeling great solicitude that his people may 
go west imbibed with full confidence, and a just regard for our government. 

5th. In locating and registering such claims as are on fractional tracts of survey, will the claimant 
be ruled to sectional lines of survey? or will the river be considered a natural boundary, and the claim to 
be located on the same side of the river on which the improvements are ? 

6th. There are many of the reservees gone west, having abandoned their claims—what’s to be done 
in such cases? 

7th. I am uninstructedas to the manner contemplated by the department in the location of the orphan 
claims: shall these be located as floats, or, otherwise, to be confined to districts, &c.? 

I am required by the department to ‘establish such prominent marks upon each reservation as will 
show its extent and boundary.” I shall forthwith call on the surveyor generai for the requisite plats, 
maps, &c., on which I shall mark the extent, boundary, &c., of the several claims at the time of register- 
ing the same, believing it the most correct and satisfactory mode. 

8th. In locating the three-quarter section claims, shall the claimant be ruled to the sectional lines of 
survey in all instances, that is, to be compelled to take the three-quarters in the same section? (with his 
improvement. ) 

I am of opinion the most correct mode in locating floats, when there are more than one applicant for 
the same tract, it should be determined by lottery, unless when the float has been owned by one making 
improvement, &c., since the treaty. Should the department have further communications to offer for my 


*If such should be contiguous and adjoining the improvement. 
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better government than at present, they would be most direct by Rankin, unless the route contemplated 
in the Chickasaw treaty should go into operation, and, in that event, via the Chickasaw nation, to my 
residence near Tuscahoma and Chochuma. I am equal distant from either, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, GEO. W. MARTIN, 
The Hon, Lewis Cass, Washington City. 


N. B.—I shall use my best exertions, and hope to receive an answer to this, that I may commence my 
duties the earliest practicable moment. 





DepartMENt OF War, August 12, 1833. 


Sir: You have been selected to locate the reservations provided for Choctaw orphans by the 19th 
article of the treaty of September 27, 1830. 

You will be allowed five dollars per day as a compensation in full for all your services and expenses 
while actually employed; and, in the execution of this duty, you will be governed by the instructions you 
will receive from the Office of Indian Affairs. 


I am, sir, &c., Xc., LEWIS CASS. 


To Wittiam Tranern, Esq., Jackson, Mississippt. 





Department oF War, Office Indian Affairs, August 12, 1833. 

Str: You having been appointed to locate the reservations for Choctaw orphan children, I have been 
directed by the Secretary of War to communicate to you the following instructions. 

The 6th clause of the 19th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek provides ‘that children of 
the Choctaw nation, residing in the nation, who have neither father nor mother, a list of which, with 
satisfactory proof of parentage and orphanage being filed with the agent in six months, to be forwarded 
to the War Department, shall be entitled to a quarter section of land, to be located under the direction 
of the President; and, with his consent, the same may be sold, and the proceeds applied to some beneficial 
purpose for the benefit of said orphans.”’ 

I enclose a copy of the list of orphans transmitted to this department, which you will take as your 
guide in locating the reservations, assigning tracts to no persons whose names are not there registered. 
This list contains all the names reported by the agent, and that of Amelia Trahern, which has been added 
by direction of the department. The whole number of orphan children in the three districts is one hundred 
and thirty-four, and you will select for each of these a quarter section of land of average quality and 
value. 

When the selections are made, you will file a duplicate of your proceedings in the proper land office, 
and transmit the original to this department. As the President has directed the lands ceded by the 
Choctaws to be offered for sale on the 3d Monday of October next, I have to request that you will proceed 
to the discharge of this duty without delay. 

The department depends upon you for its,prompt and faithful execution, uninfluenced by the repre- 
sentations or conduct of persons around you, whether they be white citizens or Indians. 

Iam, Xc., 
D. KURTZ, Act’g Commissioner, é&c. 

To Wituiam Tranery, Esq., Jackson, Mississippi. 


‘ 





Dunrrtes, August 15, 1833. 


Sm: When I last saw Mushulatubbee, the old Choctaw chief, he handed me the enclosed instrument 
of writing, to present to the President in person. This I never intended to do, but only through the 
proper channel. It will be seen by the agent that, for the paltry consideration of three little negroes, a 
debt to Doctor Hand, of Columbus, (a medical bill) of $100, the assumption to pay a debt to a man 
named Neville for sixty-five dollars, and fifty dollars in cash, Mr. Daniel W. Wright, then a partner of 
Messrs. Hatch and Hand, obtained two of the best floating sections of land in the Choctaw purchase, 
worth at the time of the agreement, according to the evidence of Major Peter P. Pitchlynn, $2,000 each, 
and subsequently worth upwards of $3,000 each, or $6,000 for the two.. Col. Folsom sold his at $3,500 
each. 

The agreement is witnessed by Colonel Ward, and Middleton Mackay, interpreter. Col. W., since 
then, in the presence of Col. Wm. Armstrong, declared he was not advised of the terms of the agreement 
at the time he witnessed it. 

The agreement being evidently a fraud, I did not fail to let Mr. Wright know that the case would be 
reported, together with that of Molly Nail and Robert Nail. We had been friends: he being a man of 
fascinating manners, it was impossible to avoid his flattery and friendship, and which he abundantly 
dispensed towards a man he wished to use. It was my fate to experience this; for, as soon as the new 
agents came on, he so hedged himself under their influence that he was able, in a newspaper statement, 
to refer to Major F. W. Armstrong for the correctness of his conduct in regard to his land speculations 
with the Indians. I replied to him, and sent him word that as soon as we met the matter must be settled 
to my satisfaction. He, however, did not return through Mississippi, but, being at Natchez, he took the 
route by New Orleans and Mobile. 

Wright is a popular man, and there are so many in Mississippi inculpated in fraudulent purchases 
of Indian lands, that his conduct on that score does not in the least detract from his reputation. I have 
good grounds for believing that Major Armstrong’s hostility to me was owing in fact to an impression 
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that I had infringed on his prerogatives as Indian agent. The indignities he heaped on me from the 
moment of our meeting until the period of our separation was sufficient to produce exasperation in any 
man ; and to be driven from the service at a single breath, and accused falsely of drunkenness, (I have 
certificates to prove the charge false, ) and then, sir, to be ordered out of his presence, and treated as a 
slave set on shore in disgrace—the course I pursued was inevitable. I pray you, sir, to excuse my 
troubling you with these remarks, it being impossible to refrain availing myself of the opportunity to 
lay before you the case of Mushulatubbee, and to add, as I am bound to believe, the causes which led 
to my removal from the emigration service. 

I was advised by a friend of yours to send you the agreement. I recollect several other cases, 
among which are the heirs of Middleton Mackay, and, also, of Billy Hays, a captain. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 
WM. 8. COLQUHOUN. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


Srate oF Misstsstrr1, Choctaw Nation : 


Know all men by these presents, that the following contract has this day been entered into between 
Daniel W. Wright, of the county of Monroe, and State aforesaid, and Mingo Mushulatubbee, a chief of 
the Choctaw tribe of Indians, now resident in said State. ‘‘Wituesseth,” “that, whereas” a treaty 
was concluded and signed a few days since between the chiefs, captains and headmen of said tribe of 
Indians, and John H. Eaton and Gen. John Coffee, commissioners on the part of the United States, by 
which treaty, among other provisions, the said Mushulatubbee has reserved to him two sections of land 
to be located on any unimproved or unoccupied lands in said nation: Now, it is agreed by the parties 
to these presents, for themselves, their heirs, executors or administrators, that, in the event of said 
treaty being ratified by the President and Senate of the United States, that the said Wright is to pay 
to the said Mushulatubbee three negroes, viz. two boys to be between the ages of fourteen and thirty 
years of age, and a girl between the age of twelve and twenty years of age, to pay a debt due from 
him to Doctor John H. Hand, of one hundred dollars—pay a note of his with th eid Wright as security, 
executed this day to a man by the name of Neville, and due the first day of December next, for sixty- 
five dollars, and fifty dollars in cash, estimated at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, all to be 
delivered and paid upon ten days’ notice at the agency house ia said Choctaw nation, whenever the said 
Mushulatubbee shall make, or cause to be made, to the said Wright a good and sufficient title in fee 
simple to said reserves of six hundred and forty acres each. For the faithful performance of the terms 
and true meaning” of this contract, the parties to these presents hereby bind themselves one to the other, 
them and each of them, their heirs, executors, administrators and assigns, in the sum of three thousand 
dollars. 

In testimony whereof, we have hereunto set our hands, and affixed our seals, this Tth day of October, 
1830. 

D. W. WRIGHT [ SEAL. } 

Test: W. Warp, A. C. N. MUSHULATUBBEE. [seat.] 

M. Mackey, U. S. Inter. 





DerartmMENt oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, August 17, 1833. 

Sir: In the instructions of June 26th, there is a single clause from which you may have inferred 
that it was the intention of the department to assign to you the location of the reservations of the Choe- 
taw orphans. This clause was inserted through inadvertence, and it is my object now to inform you 
that this duty has been entrusted to Wm. Trahern, to whom the requisite instructions have been 
forwarded. 

I am, sir, &c., I). KURTZ, Acting Commissioner, &e. 

To Col. G. W. Martix, near Elliott?s Mission House, via Rankin, Mississippi. 





Cuoctaw Nation, West, August 20, 1833. 

Dear Sir: A proper regard to my own interests, and a sense of duty to my family, form my apology 
for troubling you with this communication. In the second article of the supplement to the late treaty 
between the United States’ Government and the Choctaw people, my name is inserted as one entitled to 
a gratuity of a section of land. The location of the land is to be fixed by my residence and improve- 
ment—a condition which cannot be complicd with. From the time I left my father’s house, which was 
soon after my return from the school in Kentucky, I have never resided within the limits of the Choctaw 
country. I left my father at the time of my marriage, and after that, until I removed to this country, I 
resided constantly with my father-in-law, a white man, living near, but without, the limits of the Choctaw 
country, and I never had, or pretended to have, any improvement in that country. There were two other 
persons, McDonald and Jones, whose names are embraced in the same article with mine, who were known 
never, since their childhood, to have resided in the Choctaw country, and were on that account provided 
with floating reservations. My case was about being represented to the commissioners while this article 
was under consideration, when a similar provision would probably have been made for me, but the 
business having been suddenly interrupted by a disturbance among the people, it was neglected. My 
claims were thought to be quite as good as those of the persons above named. While they were entirely 
disconnected from any participation in the affairs of the Choctaw nation until the subject of the treaty 
came up, when they were known to be unfriendly to the principal treating chief, Col. Leflore, I had con- 
stantly, since my return from Kentucky, held the office, and performed the duties of a captain of the 
northwest district, near the line of which I resided, had sustained my chief, Col. Leflore, in the measure 
of treating, and exerted what influence I possessed among my warriors to effect it. When the removal 
commenced, finding that I could not dispose of my claim in its present shape, and knowing that the 
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government was anxious to get the people off, I started among the first, and done what I could to assist 
the agents of the government under whose direction I acted. While almost every person provided for 
by the treaty realized the value of their several donations previous to leaving the old country, many of 
whom, by the employme nt of the proc eeds in planting in this country, have doubled the amount, I am in 
a worse situation than I was previous to the treaty—on a new place, without the means of making com- 
fortable improvements. 

The favor I have now to ask, is, that you would have the goodness to advise’‘me what will be the 
probable issue of my claim. I can do nothing with it in its present shape, and I know not where to apply 
for aid. There is no agent of the government here to whom I can apply, and if there was, he could not 
probably satisfy my inquiries. 

Thinking that Congress could grant the necessary relicf, I sent, last session, to Mr. Plummer, the 
representative of Mississippi, a pe tition, (praying that my claim might be made a floating reservation in 
the northwest district, ) accompanied with the certificates of my chief, and such of the agents of govern- 
ment for the removal, as I could see. I observed from the papers that it was presented; but not having 
heard of it since, I conclude that it was dismissed as an improper application. I am now inclined to 
think that my case presents a question of construction by the President, as other proper officers, whose 
decision will be regulated by the 18th article of the treaty. Although the subject of this communication 
may be considered “by others as very trifling, it is of real importance to me, and you will do me an act of 
kindness, which I shall remember with gratitude, by giving it the necessary attention. 

I should be glad to receive a communication ‘either from yourself, or from some person to whom you 
may most properly refer the matter, addressed to me at Vicksburg, Mississippi, from whence it will be 
forwarded to me as soon as convenient. I have been for more than a year endeavoring to dispose of it 
to a person who will purchase it if it is constituted a floating reservation in the district in which I was 
captain. I am extremely anxious to close the sale. 


Yours, very respectfully, S. D. FISHER. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DepartMent or War, August 20, 1833. 

Sir: I received your letter of the 13th instant, with its enclosure. The transaction, as you state, is 
certainly discreditable, and the consideration utterly disproportioned to the value of the land attempted 
to be purchased. I will place the papers on file to be adverted to should the sanction of the department 
to the agreement be asked. By the provisions of the Choctaw treaty, some of the reservations cannot 
be sold without the assent of the President. Others, at the expiration of a certain time, may be sold 
without any condition. So far as the action of the President may be required, it will certainly be with- 
held unless the contracts are made in strict conformity with the regulations that may be prescribed. 
These regulations are not yet fixed upon, nor will they be until the surveys are completed, and the reser- 
rations located. The department will be glad to receive at any time, information from any quarter that 
would be useful in guarding the rights of the Indians and the public. 

With respect to your personal difficulties, it is unnecessary for me to say any more upon the subject. 
Whatever circumstances may have led to it, your attack upon Major Armstrong appeared, and still 
appears to me, as one of those acts which, however they may be excused by the frailties of human nature, 
sannot be justified. 

Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


To Wituam 8. CoretHoun, Dumfries, Va. 





Lownpes County, Mississippi, August 20, 1833. 

Dear Str: Some new and interesting movements are getting on foot by land speculators, respecting 
the lands to be granted to the heads of Choctaw families under the fourteenth article of the late treaty 
concluded at Dancing Rabbit. A construction is placed upon this article which seems to me to be foreign 
from its letter, and highly fraudulent against the government: which, I understand, is to be carried into 
effect by appealing to the sympathies of the government in behalf of the Indians, under the -cighteenth 
article, which stipulates that the treaty shall be construed in the most favorable manner towards the 
Indians, when, in truth, they will not in the least be benefited. 

Their construction is this: that the treaty fixes the location of six hundred and forty acres for the 
head of the family at the reputed place of residence, and that then the locations for the children are in 
the nature of floats. For instance, suppose an Indian to have eight unmarried children entitled to one 
half section each; that instead of locating for them the half sections lying around and adjoining that of 
the parent, they will be permitted to commence anywhere adjoining the parent, and run off in any direc- 
tion in solid column, or diagonally by quarter or half sections, so as to secure all the most valuable land 
not only in the immediate vicinity, but for several miles off. The facts that have come to my knowledge 
are these: the head of a certain Choctaw family and his unmarried children are said to be entitled to six 
sections of land. They have made an unconditional and bona fide sale to a speculator at one dollar per 
acre, to take effect at the expiration of five years from the ratification of the treaty. The land upon 
which they live is fine oak and hickory land, but the speculator not being satisfied with what is good, 
covets a large fertile prairie lying several miles off, which will bring to the government at least five 
dollars per acre. And, secondly, that the land to be granted under the provision of said article wholly 
belongs to the parent, ‘and no part of it to the children: therefore, the head of the family having eight 
children entitled to one-half section each, is properly and legally the owner of the whole; and thus, being 
solely seized of five sections, has full authority, when he has lived upon the land five years after the 
ratification of the treaty, to consummate the sale now made, disregarding any claim that the children 
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might have. Thus these poor Indian children are to be defrauded out of the boon given them by the 
overnment. If this construction is not in accordance with the true meaning of the treaty for the benefit 
of white men, will it be permitted ? 
That you may understand more clearly the manner in which these claims are intended to be located, 
I have enclosed a rough sketch, representing the State line, township and sectional lines, residence, and 
intended locations. 
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[This sketch represents four fractional townships, two lying in Alabama and two in Mississippi. John McGilbry lives in Alabama, 
on the fraction which is marked J. McG. I am not acquainted with the numbers of the sections in Alabama; but they design coming 
into Mississippi, and entering the north halves of 11, 10 and 9, the west half of section 4, the whole of sections 33 and 28, and the 
eastern half of section 29; all of which are marked with L. This may not present the entries correctly, but it clearly exhibits tho 
plan and design. ] 


For the purpose of preventing frauds against the government, Indian children, and emigrants, I 
thought best to inform the War Department that an attempt will be made upon the sympathies of the 
government, representing the property of the Indians, and that the land which they must receive under 
the strict letter of the treaty is not fit for cultivation; that benevolence ought to be exercised towards 
them, and that they ought to be permitted to locate their land elsewhere, and according to the sketch I 
have enclosed. But, sir, I do assure you that in this there is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. The Indians are 
not to be benefited, because, as I have before said, they have made an unconditional sale, and that too, 
to the very men who are intending to excite the sympathies of the government: thus, by stratagem and 
hypocrisy, enrich themselves and depress the Indians; for one dollar per acre is much less than the value 
of the land upon which they now live. : 

I would suggest one other important idea respecting settlement or cultivation rights granted under- 
the 19th article: that where an Indian has in cultivation a certain quantity of land, he is entitled to a 
proportionate quantity, to include the reputed residence. <A large quantity of reservations of this kind 
have likewise been sold to speculators, and it is not uncommon where the surveys have been made, that 
a corner stake stands near the house—the house upon a poor tract. By moving the stake a few rods, the 
house is then represented as being upon a different quarter or half section of much more, and, sometimes, 


































































of intrinsic value. If entries of this description of claim are permitted to be made without a watchful 
eye on the part of the government, frauds of no small magnitude may be committed. 

I would therefore suggest the propriety of compelling all land claimants under Indian titles to take 
the county surveyor, and particularly point out their claims by him surveyed, and returned to the registers 
of the several land offices; and, also, that a commissioner be appointed for each land district, with spe- 
cific instructions how to locate the several reservations. I would point out other means of intended 
fraud, but having seen the able publication of Major Gwin on the subject of Indian claims, perceived 
that it was laid before you, and that it contains most, if not all, the means of preventing frauds, both 
against claimants and the government. 

Some of my neighbors and myself are deeply interested in the mode by which the claims under the 
fourteenth article will be located; because we have emigrated here, and, under great difficulties, priva- 
tions, and hardships, have made valuable improvements upon the public domain with a view of pur- 
chasing them at the land sales; and if these speculators are permitted to run the location of their claims 
in any direction, so as to, designedly, cover the improvements made by emigrants at a remote distance 
from the Indians when there is an abundance of good unoccupied land adjoining the location of the heads 
of families, we will find it to our advantage to cease improving, and give possession: this we would 
the more readily do, if it were to the advantage of the Indians. 

Will you please give me an answer as soon as circumstances will permit, stating the manner of loca- 
ting these claims? because, if they are located according to the enclosed draft, some of our improve- 
ments will be taken, and the season is advancing when we should be making preparations elsewhere for 
a crop next year. A compliance will much oblige yours, and many friends of the administration, 


Respectfully, 
GAB. FELDER. 


N. B.—Direct your answer to Pickensville, Alabama. 





Departuent oF War, Office Indian Affairs, July 1, 1833. 

Sir: I enclose, herewith, an extract from a letter recently received from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, by which you will observe that the difliculty of obtaining copies of the plats of the 
reservations under the 19th article of the Choctaw treaty, in time for the commencement of your opera- 
tions, will render it necessary for you to make such references to the plats in the office of the surveyor 
general of Mississippi as may be required for the efficient discharge of your duties. 

A copy of your instructions has been furnished to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
who will give the necessary directions to the land officers to affurd you every facility which you may 
require. 


I am, sir, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
To Greorce W. Martiy, Esq., (care of Gen. John Coffee;) Florence, Ala. 





Department or War, Office Indian Affairs, July 1, 1833. 

Sir: I enclose, herewith, a copy of the instructions to George W. Martin, Esq., the agent appointed 
to make the selections of the locations of the tracts of land granted to the Choctaws by the treaty of 
September 27, 1850. 

Owing to the difficulty of obtaining copies of the plats, as stated in your letter of the 17th ult., I 
have this day written to Mr. Martin, directing him to make reference to the plats in the office of the sur- 
veyor general of Mississippi, as far as may be necessary to the accomplishment of his duties, and have 
informed him that such instructions would be given by you to the land officers as would insure him every 
facility in the prosecution of his labors. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, &c., 
ELBERT HERRING. 

To Joun M. Moore, Esq., Acting Commissioner Gen’l Land Office. 





Ciixton, July T, 1833. 

Dear Sir: Enclosed you will reccive a publication that I have felt it my duty to make to satisfy the 
numerous inquiries daily made to me on the subject of the Indian reserves and floats under the late 
Choctaw treaty. 

I submit these remarks to you that you may compare them with the provisions of the treaty, and if 
I am in error on any point I wish to be corrected. 

It is important that these claims should be. disposed of at as early a day as practicable, as every 
day’s delay tends to embarrass the closing them. 

I have no doubt attempts will be, and are making, to change many of the settlement claims to other 
lands that please the present holders more. 

I would advise the closing all these claims as early as practicable. I hope you will examine the 
enclosed, and correct it in all the material points, and return the same. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 


SAML. GWIN, Reg. N. W. Dist. Mi. 


Nore.—The paper enclosed in this letter has been mislaid. 


22 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1230, 














at a 








Ee rae 






















































LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 





DepartMENT OF War, Office Indian Affairs, July 23, 1833. 


Si: I am instructed to forward to you a copy of a letter from this department appointing you to 
locate reservations granted to the Choctaws by the treaty of September 27, 1830. 

As your place of residence was not known, the original of this letter was enclosed to General Coffee. 
The lamented decease of that gentleman may have prevented its transmission. You are requested to 
inform the department, at an early day, whether you accept this appointment, and, if you do, to enter 
upon the discharge of its duties as soon as may be practicable. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
D. KURTZ, Act’g Commissioner, é&c. 


To Col. Gro. W. Martin, near Elliot’s Mission House, via Rankin, Mississippi. 





Genera Lanp Orrice, June 17, 1833. 


Sm: Your letter to the Commissioner, of the 8th instant, has been duly received, wherein you state 
that Col. George W. Martin has been appointed by the department to locate reservations under the 19th 
article of the treaty with the Choctaws of September 27, 1830, and request that the Commissioner will 
direct copies of the plats of the one hundred and twelve townships and fractional townships which have 
been surveyed to be prepared and forwarded to Col. Martin. 

It devolves upon me to advise you that, with the present force at the disposal of this office, it will 
be impracticable to comply with your request, and that the surveyor general of Mississippi will not be 
enabled to furnish such extra copies within any reasonable time. The surveyor is already required to 
prepare triplicate plats of the public surveys, and, until such triplicates are completed, a fourth set cannot 
be ordered. Under these circumstances it will be advisable, and indeed indispensably necessary, for 
Col. Martin to make references to the plats in the office of the surveyor general at Washington, Missis- 
sippi, (which office is directed, by a law of the last session of Congress, to be removed to Jackson,) or to 
the land officers of the northeastern and northwestern districts. The President has designated a town 
recently established on the Yellow Busho, (a stream tributary to the Yazoo,) which is situate within 
about three miles of the old missionary establishment at Elliott, as the seat of the land office for the 
northwestern district. The town is, I believe, named Tuscahomo. Ue has designated the town of 
Columbus, on the Tombeckbee, as the seat of the land office for the northeastern district. 

The necessary instructions preparatory to the opening of those offices have been given. The offices 
have not as yet received the late advice of the President’s designation of the siées for those offices. 

The first step to be observed by the officers will be to obtain the township plats from the surveyor 
general, Col. Martin may, in the meantime, decide whether it would be more convenient to make refer- 
ence at the office of the surveyor general, or at.the district land offices. 

I would further remark that, in the location of the numerous reservations under various Indian 
treaties heretofore made, it has never been customary to furnish copies of plats to the Indian agents. 
They have always obtained the information to be afforded by the plats, by reference either to the survey- 
or’s office or the district land office. 

I have to request that you will have the goodness to furnish this office with a copy of the instruc- 
tions to Col. Martin as soon as your convenience will admit. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 


JOHN M. MOORE, Act’g Commissioner. 


To Evzert Herrine, Esq., Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 





é 


Department oF War, June 26, 1833. 


Sm: You are hereby appointed to make the selection of the locations of the tracts of land granted to 
the Choctaws by the 14th, 15th, and 19th articles of the treaty of September 27, 1830, concluded at 
Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Your compensation will be five dollars per day, to include services and expenses while engaged in 
this duty; and you are authorized to employ an interpreter, if one attached to the agency cannot be 
detailed to attend you, and to allow him two dollars and a half per day in full for his expenses and ser- 
vices. These claims will be paid upon accounts certified by both yourself and the interpreter. 

The department is informed that plats of the surveys of one hundred and twelve townships have 
been received at the General Land Office, and that the exterior lines of one hundred and seventy-six 
townships have been run, the sectioning of a majority of which is in progress. Copies of the plats 
received here will be forwarded for you, from the General Land Office, to the care of General Coffee. 

You will please to apprise the department of your address, that copies of the other plats may be 
sent to you direct. 

Upon application to Col. Ward, or William Armstrong, Esq., at the Old Agency, you will be fur- 
nished with copies of registers of the different classes of reservees in the three districts, and may obtain 
all the information you will require in the fulfillment of this duty. These registers are supposed to be 
complete, and you will be governed by them in the location and assignment of reservations in all cases, 
unless otherwise directed by the department. 

The general provisions of the treaty are, that the reservations shall be bounded by sectional or quarter 
sectional lines of survey, and include the improvements of the reservees. An exception to this rule occurs 
in the 15th article, and in the first clause of the 19th, by which two of the four sections granted to the 
three chiefs and to Col. Folsom are to be located ‘on unoccupied, unimproved land.’ You will consult 
the wishes of those persons in locating these sections, taking care not to interfere with the possessory 
rights of any other Indian. The half sections and quarter sections allowed to heads of families in the 
14th article, for their children, will adjoin the locations of their parents. 
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The number of reservees provided for in the 3d and 4th clauses of the 19th article is limited, and the 
extent of their respective reservations is proportioned to the number of acres in cultivation. You will 
learn from the registers the names of persons entitled to land under the several classes. In locating the 
three-quarter sections granted to those who shall have cultivated thirty acres or more, you will observe 
that the treaty provides they shall be ‘‘contiguous and adjoining.’ The reservations allowed under these 
two classes are also so to be located as to include that part of the improvements which contains the 
dwelling-house. If the contingency should happen contemplated in the latter part of the 4th clause, that 
the number of reservees should exceed the number stipulated for, you will call upon one or more of the 
chiefs of the district to which they belong to. decide who shall be excluded. For instance, one half section 
is granted to the cultivators of from twenty to thirty acres, the number not to exceed four hundred. If 
there should be four hundred and fifty claimants, the chiefs are to decide upon the fifty whose claims must 
be rejected. 

The 5th clause provides for the assignment to the captains, whose cultivated possessions may entitle 
them under the previous clauses to less than a section, of an additional half section. This half section 
must adjoin the tract which includes their improvements and dwelling-house. The register will also show 
you the names and number of the orphans entitled to reservations. 

If any of the Choctaws have no improvements, or if the location of a tract would include the improve- 
ment of more than one of them, in that case you must exercise a sound discretion respecting the person 
to whom such tract shall be assigned. It is desirable that the parties interested should decide for them- 
selves, or agree to submit to the determination of their chief; but, if they will not do either, perhaps the 
best method will be to draw lots in their presence. It is also desirable that the reservees of each district 
should be located together, and as near to each other as the preservation to each of them of his improve- 
ments will permit. 

You will establish such permanent marks upon each reservation as will show its extent and bounda- 
ries. You will also open a new register, and enter upon it the names of the reservees, and the number of 
the sections, half sections, or quarter sections, as marked on the plats of survey, assigned to them respect- 
ively. The originals of this register you will leave with the sub-agent, William Armstrong, Esq.: a copy 
you will forward to this department. 

The department relies upon your zeal and exertions to execute every part of your duty under these 
instructions in a manner accordant with the obligations of the government, and satisfactory to the Indians. 
I enclose a copy of the treaty. 

Very respectfully, &c., JOHN ROBB, Acting Secretary of War. 


To Georce W. Martin, Esq., (care of Gen. John Coffee, ) Florence, Alabama. 





Extract of a letter from Samuel Gwin to the Secretary of War, dated 


““Crixton, June 30, 1833. 


“‘T returned a few days past from a trip through the northwest land district, embraced in the late 
Choctaw purchase at Dancing Rabbit creek. Not knowing who would have the locating the reserves, 
floats, &c., in the nation, and being satisfied that great frauds were in contemplation on the United States, 
and believing that these claims would have at last to pass through my hands, I have drawn up a circular, 
giving my views fully upon every point in the treaty touching the reserves, &c., which will in a few days 
be published. To save the United States from those contemplated frauds, I have been strict in requiring 
evidence where frauds could occur. I have been among these speculators, have heard their plans and 
intentions, and it is upon this information that much of my circular is based. The Indian cannot be 
injured if he gets the land given him at the treaty, or at least he cannot ask for more. The speculators 
wish to change it to better lands, and places for towns. I shall send you a copy as soon as they are 
printed, and would take it as a favor to correct any errors in fact that you may discover when comparing 
it with the treaty. I have taken this course solely with a view to cut up a set of speculators who are 
attempting to change every Indian settlement-right where the land is not good. I would thank you, also, 
for a copy of all those who have listed themselves with the agent, as pointed out in the treaty, having 
such a quantity of land in actual cultivation in 1830, and a house on it, and any other claims, a register 
of which is in your department. 

“ An attempt is now made to put off the sales in the late purchase until this fall. If this succeeds it 
will be the most ruinous act that could be done. These claims are now fresh in the recollection of many 
persons, and can be corrected; but once let this evidence be removed, and there is no barrier to prevent 
frands; and it would be better to give up the whole country to the speculators without further trouble. 
I pledge myself in one month to close every reserve, float, and settlement-right, if authorized so to do. 
Let it be known that there is no shuffling, and all will be right; and can be easily done. Every town- 
ship that is surveyed should be brought into market at as early a day as practicable. Until this is done, 
there will be no end to those claims; but the moment a sale is announced they will forthwith close the 
matter. Another reason which is given for wishing the sales postponed, is, to give time to locate the 
orphans’ claims. A delay on this account is entirely unnecessary, and not called for by the claimants. 
If an agent is appointed to locate these claims, he can do it in a short time; but should the President 
determine to sell those claims at the government price at once, and vest the proceeds in stocks, (which, 
by the by, will be better for the orphans,) why, it will be still less cause of delay in the sales.” 





Rankin, May 2, 1833. 

Sm: For the information of those persons who are interested, I desire to be informed what course 
the individuals who claim land under the provisions of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek must pursue 
to secure their titles? That I may be the more distinctly understood, I take the liberty of propounding 
the following interrogatories, viz. 
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Has any person been appointed to locate the land granted to orphans under the 19th article of the 
treaty; and, if so, who is he, and what are the nature of his instructions ? 
Will the President permit them to locate their claims on any unimproved and unoccupied lands ? 
What course must those persons who hold land under the 14th article of the treaty pursue, to have 
their claims reserved from sale? 
What testimony is it necessary for those who claim under the cultivation clause of the 19th article 
of the treaty to adduce, and before whom or what tribunal, in order to procure titles to their reservations ? 
The answers to these interrogatories are respectfully requested, (if not in violation of any rule of 
the War Department,) for the benefit of those Indians who are interested. If the government has 
established any rules or regulations in relation to the reservations, &c., granted to the Indians by the 
treaty, the manner of their locations, &c., I should be pleased to be furnished with copies. If any person 
or persons have been appointed to locate any or all of the grants of land made by the treaty, or to attend 
to the business in any way, I should be pleased to be furnished with a copy of their instructions. 
Please to address me at this place, :(Rankin, Mississippi.) 
I am, sir, with sentiments of respect, your most obedient servant, 
F. E. PLUMMER. 
To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





PICcKENSVILLE, Alabama, May 15, 1833. 

Sir: Your answer of the 22d of April to my letter of inquiry dated 25th March last, has been 
received. It gave me the information desired, for which Mr. Mitchell truly feels thankful. But upon one 
point you were not as clear as is desirable; that is, in speaking of Mr. McGilbry, you have not used the 
Christian name, and as there are three Indians claiming land under the 19th article of the late Choctaw 
treaty of that name, it is now desirable to ascertain whether John, Turner, and Gordon McGilbry have all 
had their names duly registered, and, if not, which one is not named upon the record. An answer to this . 
letter will, I think, terminate in the friendly adjustment of existing differences. 

Respectfully, yours, GAB. FELDER. 


Hon. E. Herrine, Commissioner Indian Affairs. 





DerartMENT oF War, May 23, 1833. 

Sir: I have had the honor to receive your letter of the 2d instant, and, in answer, beg leave to inform 
you that no person has yet been appointed to make any of the locations under the Choctaw treaty; nor 
will they be so until the country is surveyed, and the surveys returned to the General Land Office. 

A census of the Choctaw nation has been taken, and the quantity of land to which the several 
grantees are entitled have been ascertained; but no instructions with respect to the final locations will 
be given till the surveys are completed. 

Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


Hon. F, E. Piummer, Member of Congress. 





Greensporo’, April 4, 1833, 

Sir: By a clause in the 19th article of the treaty of 1830 with the Choctaws, it is provided that 
“children of the Choctaw nation, residing in the nation, who have neither father or mother, a list of 
which, with satisfactory proof of parentage and orphanage, being filed with the agent in six months, to 
be forwarded to the War Department, shall be entitled to a quarter section of land, to be located under 
the direction of the President; and, with his consent, the same may be sold, and the proceeds applied to 
some beneficial purpose for the benefit of said orphans.” I am desirous of ascertaining what number of 
orphans were registered in the department under the foregoing provision, and whether the locations of 
their quarter sections have been made as provided for. If they have, how they are to be ascertained, 
and how they may be purchased. If not, whether the President would affix a price to the claim, and 
allow a purchaser to locate it when he chooses? 

An early answer to these inquiries will oblige 


‘Your obedient servant, THOMAS F, FOSTER, 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Department oF War, Office Indian Affairs, April 13, 1833. 


. Sm: A number of Choctaws, who allege that they are entitled to reservations under the provisions 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck of 27th September, 1830, and the commutation for the same to 
such as gave notice of their wish to sell, &c., finding that their names are not among those enrolled, and 
thus entitled to pay, have presented their claims for the action of the War Department ; and not having 
the means of ascertaining, readily, of their justice, a copy of Major Armstrong’s report, together with 
their lists of claims, are herewith transmitted for examination and report, to which your immediate 
attention is requested. 
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If notice had been given by the Choctaws of their wish to sell, and an omission on your part so to 
note and report it, justice requires that it be now done ; or if, in your opinion, the claims are preferred 
in the expectation of imposing upon the government, it is equally just that you should state it. Any 
information calculated to correct errors, if any, or expose impositions, is required ; or if, through inad- 
vertence, the required record has not been made within the limited time expressed in the treaty to entitle 
them to the benefits thereof, such information in relation thereto as would insure the favorable action of 
Congress on their claims, would be proper, if in your power to communicate it. 


Iam, sir, &c. ELBERT HERRING. 
To Col. Wa. Warp. 





Department oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, April 20, 1833. 

Sim: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 4th inst., addressed to the 
Seeretary of War, and to answer the several questions contained in it. 

According to the list of Choctaw orphans forwarded to the department by the agent, there are one 
hundred and thirty-four entitled to a quarter section of land each under the 19th article of the treaty of 
1830. 

The locations have not yet been made, and I cannot therefore inform you how they will be ascer- 
tained; probably, however, by numbers on the map of the land. 

I am also unable to inform you whether they will be sold, and the proceeds invested for the benefit 
of the orphans ; or whether they will be retained for any period of time under an expectation of increase 
of value of the land. 


I have, &c. ELBERT HERRING. 


Hon. Tuos. F. Foster, Greensboro’, Georgia. 


. 





Wasuineton City, March 4, 1833. 
Sim: So much of the enclosed letter as is not erased I take the liberty of referring to you, with a 
request that you will give to me the desired information as soon as convenicnt. Please return with your 
answer the letter of Mr. Alston. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F. E. PLUMMER. 


To Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Department oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, March 26, 1833. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the 4th instant, addressed to the Secretary of War, and enclosing 
one of Mr. J. Alston’s to yourself, I have the honor to state that, if the Indian reservation purchased by 
Mr. Alston is found, on survey, to be included in the 16th section of lots, he must take the land elsewhere 
in order to prevent interference with a pre-existing right created by act of Congress previously to the 
date of the treaty. : 

I would further observe, that those Choctaws who claim a right to land under the 14th article of the 
treaty of 1830 at Dancing Rabbit creek will not be entitled to a grant in fee simple, unless on certain 
contingencies. Until these take place, a valid conveyance of the land cannot be executed. These 
answers embrace the questions in Mr. Alston’s letter, which is herewith returned. 


I have the honor, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
To the Hon. F. E. PLummer. 





Wasnrneton Crry, March 26, 1833. 


Sir: Susan (sometimes called Susannah) Graham claims the twenty-cighth, and the west half of the 
twenty-seventh sections of township fifteen, in range one east, situate in that tract of country ceded to 
the United States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, under and by virtue of the provisions of the 
14th article of said treaty. Her name has been registered in the manner prescribed by the treaty, as 
appears from the report of Elbert Herring, esquire, of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, made on the 10th of 
March, 1832, and enclosed to me under cover of yours of the same date. Mrs. Graham requests that the 
section and a half of land herein described should be reserved from sale for her use. I request that this 
communication may be filed in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, War Department. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. E. PLUMMER, for, and at the request of, Susan Graham. 


IIon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasutneton City, March 26, 1833. 


Sir: I am desirous to know the number of Choctaws whose names are registered for reservations of 
land under the provisions of the 19th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 
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1st. How many are entitled to one section of land in consequence of having had in cultivation, 
during the year 1830, fifty acres or more ? 

9d. How many are entitled to three quarter sections of land in consequence of having had in culti- 
vation, during the year 1830, thirty acres, and less than fifty ? 

3d. How many are entitled to one half section of land in consequence of having had in cultivation 
from twenty to thirty acres? 

4th. How many are entitled to one quarter section of land in consequence of having had in cultiva- 
tion from twelve to twenty acres ? 

5th. How many are entitled to one-eighth of a section in consequence of having had in cultivation 
from two to twelve acres ? 

This information is desired for the benefit of those Choctaws who are entitled to the benefit of the 
provisions of the article of the treaty before referred to. Ifthe number of those whose names are regis- 
tered for reservations exceed the limitations prescribed in the treaty, the applicants are solicitous to 
know which of them will be excluded, in order that they may make application to the proper source for 
relief. I beg leave to refer you to the treaty for the stipulations and provisions contained in the 19th 
article, which will, in my humble opinion, enable you to discover the importance of the information to 
those interested. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F. E. PLUMMER. 


Hon. Evsert Herrine, Com. Indian Affairs. 





Wasnineton City, March 27, 1833. 


Sir: John Hacha, a native and citizen of the Choctaw nation of Indians within the State of Missis- 
sippi, claims one half section of land under and by virtue of the provisions of the 19th article of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, made and entered into between the nation aforesaid and the United 
States on the 27th day of March, 1830. The land which he claims is known and designated as the east 
half of the N. W. quarter, the west half of N. E. quarter, the west half of the S. E. quarter, and the 
east half of the 8. W. quarter of section twenty-one, in township three, of range ten east. In support 
of his claim, I send you the enclosed documentary testimony, with a request that the same, together 
with this letter, be filed in the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and his name registered. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. E. PLUMMER. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


Tue Strate or Mississippi1, Jones County: 

Before the undersigned, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, personally appeared 
John Hacha, who, being duly sworn on oath, says that he is a Choctaw Indian by birth; that he is the 
head of a family and a house-keeper, and has been from and before the 27th day of September, 1830. 
That he lives in that part of the State of Mississippi acquired from the Choctaw nation of Indians by the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, made and entered into between said nation and the United States on the 
27th day of September, 1830. That he had in actual cultivation within said territory, during the year 
1830, twenty-two acres of land (since ascertained to be on section number twenty-one, township number 
three, of range number ten east, ) with a dwelling-house thereon in which he resided. 


his 
JOHN X HACHA. 


mark, 
Sworn to, and subscribed before me, this 22d day of November, 1830. ; 
THOMAS S. LOPER, J. P. 


Tue Strate or Mississtprt, Jones County: 

Before me, the undersigned justice of the peace, personally appeared William Prine, a citizen of the 
county of Jones, and State aforesaid, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he is personally 
acquainted with John Hacha; that he is a Choctaw by birth; that he is the head of a family, and was a 
resident house-keeper within that part of the territory acquired from the Choctaw nation of Indians by 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek on the 27th day of September, 1830, and previous to that time; that 
he had in actual cultivation as much as twenty-two acres of land, or more, within the ‘limits of said 
nation, with a dwelling-house thereon, during the year 18380, situated upon section number twenty-one, 
township number three, range number ten east. 


WILLIAM PRINE. 
Sworn to, and subscribed before me, this 22d day of November, 1832. 
THOMAS 8. LOPER, J. P. 


Tue Srate or Misstssrprr, Jones County: 


Before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace in and for said county, personally appeared Stacy 
Collins, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he is personally acquainted with William Prine, 
of the county and State aforesaid, and that he is a man of integrity, and any statement made by him on 


oath ought to be entitled to the fullest confidence. 
STACY COLLINS. 
Sworn to, and subscribed before me, this 22d day of November, 1832. 
THOMAS S. LOPER, J. P. 


Tue State or Misstssipp1, County of Jones: 
I, John Maffit, clerk of the county court of Jones county, do hereby certify that Stacy Collins, whose 
name is signed to the foregoing certificate, is a man of respectability, and, as such, any statement made 
by him, whethe. on oath or otherwise, is entitled to full faith and credit. 
Given under my hand and private seal, (there being no official seal, ) this 22d day of November, 1832. 
JOHN MAFFIT, Clerk. [srat.] 
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Cnoctaw Acency, West, January 2, 1833. 

Sir: Under the last treaty I was entitled to one hundred and sixty acres of land by cultivation, as 
will appear by the books returned. I emigrated, with my family, with the first party that came by the 
government, and left home ina great hurry, and without knowing the value of my land, or very little 
concerning it. There was standing in the field between two and three hundred bushels of corn, for which 
I received fifty dollars at a time when corn'was selling at fifty cents per bushel. I received for the land 
a wagon, much used, and two yoke of oxen, and a horse, which was all I ever received for my land. 

To you, our great father and the friend of the Choctaws, I look for protection, when the conduct of 
Grant and Clemmons is examined into, not only in my ease, but many other poor Choctaws whom they 
have deluded. My brother, Levi Pickins, who had the same quantity of land, and is since dead, sold his 
land for about one hundred dollars, He left a wife and children, who are now here. I know our griev- 


ances will be redressed. 
JOSEPH PICKINS. 


Your friend and brother, 


Tfon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Derartuent or War, Office Indian Affairs, February 25, 1833. 

Sir: Your letter of the 2d January to the Secretary of War has been referred to this office to be 
answered. 

In relation to the reservation of 160 acres, which you allege you sold, nothing can be now done, pro- 
vided the conveyance for the land has been executed and delivered. You state that you have received 
payment for it. Why accept the consideration if there was fraud or imposition? Why give your deed 
unless you were satisfied? The President never would have approved the contract unless there had been 
presented to him proof of its fairness. 

Permit me to inform you that Major Armstrong is your agent; that he has been appointed to attend 
to the concerns of your tribe; that it is not only his duty, but also his inclination, to hear all your appli- 
cations, and, if necessary, to report them to the department for direction or decision. Have the goodness 
in future to direct your communications to him. 

With great respect, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 


Mr. Josern Pickins, Choctaw Agency, West Arkansas. 





Department or War, April 26, 1831. 


Sir: By the provisions of the 19th article of a treaty concluded with the Choctaw Indians, reserva- 
tions are stipulated for to the amount of 458,000 acres. The right to claim these is made to depend on 
the number of acres which each individual of the several enumerated classes actually “had in cultivation, 
with a dwelling-house thereon,” during the year 1830. 

To give certainty and effect to this article, and to avoid everything of fraud and imposition, it 
becomes necessary that the ceded country be thoroughly examined, and the qi itity of land cultivated 
by each Indian during the past year, having a dwelling-house thereon, be aseer ued. By the terms of 
the article, you will perceive that the first class of persons provided for are suc’: as have cultivated fifty 
acres or more, and varying downwards to such as citltivated in 1830 from two to twelve acres. <A refer- 
ence to the treaty will more fully explain the objects which will require your attention. 

Actual surveys to ascertain the quantity of land will not be necessary. The mere stepping over a 
field, and often the eye alone, will be enough to determine the quantity with sufficient accuracy. What 
shall be understood by “ cultivation,” is not that the party should have ; .nted a crop and worked it 
regularly. The term may include grass lots, as well as fields which hav ‘n used for the growing of 
product of different kinds. But waste grounds, although cleared and und > fencing, will not be under- 
stood as coming under the term “cultivation.’? In the first place, the land must contain a dwelling- 
house, meaning a house or cabin in which persons have actually resided, with lands cleared, and attended 
to during the year, under such circumstances as to show that they have been used for the purposes of 
agricultural benefit of some kind. 

As the reservations are to be surveyed so as to include the dwelling-house, you are to be particular, 
in your examinations, that the house was built previous to the date of the treaty. In your report, there- 
fore, you will endeavor to specify, nearly as may be, the precise locality of each farm examined, that 
settlements and removals after the treaty was concluded may not be passed off upon the government, 
and reservations obtained at other places, and on better lands. 

A register of farms examined, and the acres in cultivation, their situation and probable worth, with 
such distinguishing places to understand their locality as you can be informed of, you are requested to 
state for the information of the department. The names of the Indians owning or claiming the several 
places secured under the 19th article, with the number of each family over and under, say ten years and 
sixteen years, are desired, Far as practicable, the department desires to be informed of the strength of 
the nation, the better to know the preparation proper to be made for their removal, and the quantity of 
rifles necessary to be procured. 

As it is important to the interest of the government, and to the just demands of the Indians, that 
the service here assigned you should be done with as little delay as possible, two assistants will be 
assigned to aid you in the performance of the duty, to whom a compensation of 750 dollars each will be 
given. Your own will be 1,000 dollars. You and they will be paid on the receipt of a certificate from 
you that the service has been fully executed. 

Enclosed are three copies of the treaty. Such information, connected with any part of it, as you 
may be able to obtain during your stay, will be acceptably received by the department, to be communi- 
cated in your report. 
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Five hundred dollars are assigned for the purpose of partial expenditures that may arise, and for 
engaging persons to act as pilots in traversing the country. In the selection, it will be advisable to pro- 
cure Indians, of whom there are many who speak both languages. They are a jealous people, and may 
have some fears when asked about the numbers of their people, that the object is to tax them. To avoid 
this, you will explain to them that the only design of your visit and inquiry is to enable the government 
to lay off their reservations, to know the quantity of materials, guns, &c., necessary to be procured for 
them, and to obtain a sufficiency of provisions to be adequate to all their wants; and that these objects can 
be attained, with certainty, in no other way than after the one pursued. Impress upon them the necessity 
of being ready, one-third or one half of them, to remove by the 15th or 20th of September, that they may 
reach their homes before the cold weather sets in. 

Until informed as to the probable number that will remove in the fall, the necessary preparations 
cannot be made; the number of wagons that will be wanted cannot be known, nor can it be ascertained 
what quantity of provisions will be necessary. It is wished, therefore, that you will strongly impress on 
the agent, and the principal men of the nation, the propriety of advising the department on this subject 
as early as possible, and do so yourself, in order that every arrangement may be made, All should not 
depart in one season, A few going over to raise their crops would make the others on their arrival more 
comfortable, through the facility with which provisions could be obtained. 

From time to time you will keep the Secretary of War advised of your movements, and of such 
information connected with the general provisions of the treaty as you may consider advisable to be 
known. Punctuality and despatch, and a full and final report before the mecting of Congress, will be 
expected. 


Very respectfully, JONUN H. EATON. 
To Majer F. W, Armsrrone. 





Extract of a letter from Samuel S. Hamilton to Col. William Ward, Indian Agent, Choctaw Agency, dated 
27th May, 1831. 


‘Claims for reservations must be governed entirely by the treaty provisions on that subject. <A 
copy of the treaty has been enclosed to you, but, lest that should be lost or mislaid, another is herewith 
sent. Copies have also been sent to each of the chiefs, for the information of themselves and their 
people.” 





DepartMENT oF War, Office Indian Affairs, May 21, 1831. 

Sir: Your letter of the 3d inst. is received. Enclosed is a copy of the Choctaw treaty, which you 
will observe is ratified entirely, and precisely as it was concluded with the Choctaws, with the exception 
of the preamble. The exception of the preamble is a matter of no consequence to the Indians, as it does 
not affect, in any way, any article or stipulation of the treaty, all of which will, in due time, be fulfilled 
in due faith. 

You will be careful, in keeping a register of the reservations taken under the 14th article of the 
treaty, a fair copy of which to be made, duly certified, and transmitted for the information of the depart- 
ment. Your attention is also called to the 5th and 6th division or stipulation of the 19th article. You 
will keep a register of the claims to be filed under these stipulations, also, noting therein everything 
necessary to a proper understanding of the claims, that justice may be done to all intended to be provided 
for by the treaty. Certified copies of these registers will be transmitted for the information of the 
department as early as practicable after the duty is performed. 

You are requested to be very particular in attending to these matters, as great reliance is placed on 
you for correct information in regard to them. You are also expected to attend to any and everything 
else that, as agent, it is required of you by the treaty to do towards its execution. 

As respects the payment of the annuity of the Choctaws for this year, the Secretary of War directs 
me to inform you that, as the Choctaws are about to move west, a compliance on your part with the 
instructions of the Second Comptroller on this subject will not be required. You are therefore at liberty 
tu pay the annuity to the chiefs, and take their receipts for the same as you have heretofore done. 

Iam, &c., Xe. 
SAMUEL S. HAMILTON. 

To Col. Wittiam Warp, Indian Agent, &c. 





DerarTMENT oF War, June 4, 1831. 


. Sir: T beg leave to call your attention to the supplemental article of the treaty, where it is stipulated 
that the persons there provided for are not to have the benefit of the 19th article of the treaty: they are 
excluded. 

It is so important to be accurately informed of the persons who are entitled to reservations, and the 
size they shall be, that it is thought best to appoint one other assistant. This will enable you to act 
with greater rapidity and more accuracy, as well in relation to the reservations as to the number of 
inhabitants of the country. Archibald Litle is directed to report to you. 

The whole amount of reservations, to the utter extent, under the 9th article, cannot exceed 458,000 
acres, and upon close examination must, no doubt, fall greatly below this. I mean that the number in 
each class, as there limited, will not come up to the limit. There cannot be so many cultivators of the 
soil. But beside this, all these in the supplement are excluded from the 19th article. The agent though 
has lately reported that there are already registered claims to very nearly half a million, which shows. 
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that frauds are in progress. To guard against them, vigilance by you and your assistants will be 


necessary. 

I have thought it advisable, and suggest it to you, to arrange yourself and assistants by natural 
divisions of the country, where it is practicable ; or, otherwise, the same farms and the same persons 
may be twice assessed. It is a business full of difliculties, many of which we cannot anticipate here ; 
but reliance is had upon the vigilance and good judgment of you and your associates to surmount them. 


With great respect, &e. 
JOHN HW. EATON. 
To Major F. W. Armstrone. 





Extract of a letter dated June 16, 1831, from Samuel S. Hamilton to Col. William Ward, Indian Agent, é&c. 


‘‘T am directed by the Secretary of War to inform you that no sale by Indians entitled to reserva- 
tions under the late treaty, made before the lands are surveyed and located, will be sanctioned by the 
President; and not then, unless he is satisfied that the Indian has received a fair consideration for his land.” 





Derartment or War, Office Indian Affairs, November 18, 1831. 


Sir: I am directed to inform you that the department has decided that the Choctaws have the right, 
under the late treaty, to make relinquishments until the Ist day of January, 1832, and that any one enti- 
tled to a reservation of land under any provision of the treaty may, within the period mentioned, relinquish 
the same, if he prefers doing so. You will inform the chiefs of this decision; and, as soon as practicable 
after the expiration of the period aforesaid, return a complete body of the list of claims to reservations 
left with you by Major Armstrong, showing in the proper column the name of each person who may 
relinquish his claim. 

The claims of Thomas Wall and others to reservations, whose names have been omitted, or impro- 
perly entered in the late treaty, will be submitted to Congress; by which body only any errors of this 
sort, that may have been made in the treaty, can now be corrected. 

Iam, &e., &e., . ELBERT HERRING. 


To Col. Wittiam Warp, Choctaw Agent, &c. . 





DepartTMENT oF War, December 29, 1831. 

Sir: To guard against speculations and impositions upon the Indians, as well as the government, 
you will not issue any certificates of valuation, or other evidence of claim for reservations, which have 
been filed with you, and are to be paid for by the United States under the provisions of the late treaty; 
but will forward the official book or register kept by you of all such claims, with the proofs submitted to 
you in conformity to the treaty in support of them, to the department for its information and further 
directions thereon. 

To enable the department to decide who are entitled to reservations under the treaty as ‘ orphan 
children,” you are also required to report, at the same time, the ages of all orphans in whose behalf claims 
to reservations may have been filed with you agreeable to the provisions of the treaty. 

Very respectfully, &c., . LEW. CASS. 


To Col. Wa. Warp, Indian Agent. 





Department oF War, June 30, 1832. 
Sm: In answer to your letter of the 26th instant, I have the honor to enclose a report from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, by which you will perceive that no relief can be granted in the case of Mrs. 


Graham, presented *by you, : 
Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


Hon. F. E. Piuwner. 





Department oF War, Office Indian Affairs, June 29, 1832. - 

Sim: T have the honor to report upon the request of Mrs. Susannah Graham, communicated to the 
department by the Hon, Mr. Plummer on the 28th instant. 

Mrs. Graham’s name was returned to this office by Major Armstrong as a head of a family who wished 
to become a citizen under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830. As such, she would be entitled to a 
section of 640 acres, and each of her two unmarried children would be entitled to a section of 320 acres. 
Of these sections they would be entitled to receive a deed in fee simple, if they resided upon, and culti- 
vated them, for five years after the ratification of the treaty. 

Mrs. Graham’s present request is, that the government would release her from this engagement to 
become a citizen, and permit her to take a reservation under the 19th article of the treaty. 
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That article granted a section of 640 acres to heads of families, (not to exceed 40 in number, ) who, 
during the year 1830, had in actual cultivation fifty acres or more, with a dwelling-house thereon. It 
granted nothing to other members of the family. It appears that not more than ten or eleven persons 
have taken reservations under this article, and Mrs. Graham is in all respects within its provisions. To 
entitle herself to all the benefits of them, however, she should have signified her wish to do so prior to 
the Ist of January, 1832, which she did not do, and, of course, has lost her right, if her request be not 
rranted, to relinquish to the United States, but may sell to individuals, with the consent of the President. 

If the government possess the power, under the treaty, to release Mrs. Graham from her engagement 
to become a citizen, I think it would be for the public interest to permit her to take a reservation under 
the 19th article, as she requests. 


I have the honor, &c., ; ELBERT HERRING. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DeparTMENT oF War, June 28, 1832. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the 24th inst., I have the honor to enclose a report of the officer in 
charge of the Bureau of Indian Affairs relative to the claim of David W. Wall to a reservation of land 
granted to him under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, which expresses the views of the department 
upon the subject. . 

Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


Honorable F. E. PLummer. 





DerartMent oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, June 28, 1882. 


Sm: I have the honor to state, in relation to the case of Daniel W. Wall, presented by the honora- 
ble F. E. Plummer, that, by the second article of the supplement to the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, 
a section of land was allowed to the said Wall, to include his then residence and improvement. 

It appears by a letter of Wall’s father, that D. W. Wall had no building or improvement on any 
land; that he was, at the date of the treaty, teaching school temporarily in the southeastern section of 
the nation, but that his permanent residence was in his father’s house.. If it be taken for granted that 
he, the said D. W. Wall, is, at all events, under the treaty, entitled to a section of land, then the only 
question is, as to its location. It cannot include his improvement, because he has none; nor can it 
include his residence, because that is with his father; to whom, by the same treaty, there is an allow- 
ance of land to include his own residence. It results, therefore, in order to give the provision effect, 
that the section must be located on some unimproved and unoccupied land; and to have the location 
adjoin that of his father, with whom his son resides, would perhaps best comport with the spirit of the pro- 
vision. But, as it may have been represented to the commissioners, as an inducement to this reservation, 
that D. W. Wall had made improvement on land occupied by him, it is respectfully submitted that the 
department decline acting on this matter, and that the claimant be referred to Congress for the ascer- 
tainment of his rights. 


I have the honor, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
Iion. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Extract of a letter from Noah Wall to the Honorable Frederick Plummer. 


“Tn the second article of the supplement, a section and a half of land is granted to the name of 
Thomas Garland, a person not to be found in the nation, and the grant evidently intended for Thomas 
Wall, but, by mistake, put down as Thomas Garland. Proof, at any time, can be obtained of the above 
fact, and that there is no such person as Thomas Garland; and that Thomas Wall, whose name was 
omitted, is the identical person for whom the grant was intended.” 





Department of War, June 28, 1832. 
Sir: In answer to your letter of the 24th inst., I have the honor to enclose you a copy of the report 
of the officer in charge of the Indian Bureau, and to state that the instructions have been given to place 
the name of Amelia Trahern on the register, on the production of the certificate referred to in the report. 


I have, &c., LEWIS CASS. 
Hon, F, E. Piummer, House of Representatives, United States. 





Departvemt oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, June 28, 1852. 
Sir: The Hon. Mr. Plummer has presented to the department his corregpondence with you on the 
subject of Amelia Trahern’s right to a reservation under the last Choctaw treaty. 
Upon the facts stated by you her right is acknowledged, but to supply the omission of her name on 








































32 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1230, 





the register you transmitted, and to put the department in possession of a sufficient voucher, you are 
directed to forward a certificate stating that her name was omitted, and ough , in your opinion, to be 
inserted in the register of orphan Choctaw children. 


Very respectfully, ELBERT HERRING. 
To Col. Wituiam Warp. 





DerartMent oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, June 27, 1832. 


Sm: In obedience to your direction to report upon the case of Amelia Trahern, presented by the Hon, 
F. E. Plummer, I have the honor to state that, although the register of names of orphan Choctaw children 
to be provided for by the Choctaw treaty of 1830, forwarded to the department by Gen. W. Ward, does 
not contain the name of Amelia Trahern, yet there is reason to believe, from the letter of Gen. W. Ward, 
of the 24th of May last, to the Hon. Mr. Plummer, and herein enclosed, that the name of Amelia Tra- 
hern ought to have been inserted in that register. 

It appears from the letter of Gen. Ward that he was requested to enter the names of three orphans 
of the name of Trahern, one male and two females, which he did on his memorandum book. That 
Mackay, an interpreter, went afterwards through the nation, by Gen. Ward’s order, to take down the 
names of parents and children, and their ages, and that he reported only two orphans of the name of 
Trahern; and, being asked why the name of Amelia was not on his register, he replied that she was six- 
teen or seventeen years of age, and that he did not think her entitled to the provision of the treaty. It 
further appears that Gen. Ward was told that both her parents were dead, and that he, Ward, knew 
that her father had a wife when he died, who was not the mother of Amelia; and that he was acquainted 
with Wesley Trahern, the father of the three children named in Mr. Plummer’s letter, of whom Amelia 
was one. 

I am of opinion, from this explanatory letter of Gen. Ward, that the name of Amelia Trahern was 
improperly omitted, and ought to have been inserted in the aforesaid register transmitted to the depart- 
ment. 

I am of opinion that Peggy Trahern was the second or subsequent wife of Wesley Trahern ; and 
that provision for her and her two fatherless children, Letha and the boy, was made by the second article 
of the supplement to the aforesaid treaty, and that Amelia was the daughter of the said Wesley Trahern 
by a former wife ; that both her parents were dead ; and that she is entitled to a quarter section of land 
under the nineteenth article of the said treaty. 

The name of Amelia Trahern ought, however, to appear on the aforesaid register, or there should be 
a certificate by Gen. Ward that the name was omitted, and ought to have been inserted in said register. 
Gen. Ward should, therefore, be written to for such a certificate. 


I have the honor to be, &e. ELBERT HERRING. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasutneton City, June 26, 1833. 

Sir: Mrs. Susan, alias Susannah Graham, of the Choctaw nation, has, as appears from your letter 
to me of the 10th of March last, enclosing a report from the Bureau of Indian Affairs, signified her 
intention of removing, and becoming a citizen of the States according to the provisions of the 14th 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, and is entitled to a reservation of land under said article. 
She now prefers to take an unconditional reservation under and by virtue of the nineteenth article of said 
treaty. 

I therefore request you to inform me whether she can at this time take a reservation of one section 
of land under the nineteenth article of the treaty aforesaid. The register will show that she had in 
actual cultivation, during the year 1830, more than fifty acres of land, with a dwelling-house thereon. 
I send you the register herewith, which you will please retain, as it belongs to your department. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Fr, E, PLUMMER. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasninaton City, June 24, 1832. 


Sir: I take the liberty of referring to you so much of the enclosed letter of Noah Wall (see X,) as 
relates to a reservation of land granted to D. W. Wall by the 2d article of the supplement to the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit creck made with the Choctaws, and respectfully request your opinion thereon. — It 
appears that he had no improvement of his own, Can he make his location, under the provisions of the 
treaty, adjoining his father’s reservation ? 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F, E, PLUMMER. 


Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasnineton Ciry, June 24, 1832. 
Sm: On the 5th of April last, I addressed you on the subject of the businc&ss of Amelia and Letha 
Trahern, who claim one quarter section of land each, under and by virtue of the nineteenth article of the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck held on the 27th day of September, 1830, with the Choctaws. 














































OEIC 











1834.] LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 33 





By the report of the officer in charge of the Indian Bureau, enclosed in your reply of the 9th same 
month, I learn that the register of the names forwarded to the War Department by Col. Ward, agent for 
the Choctaws, contains the name of Letha, but not the name of Amelia Trahern. 

I now take the liberty of enclosing to you a correspondence on the subject between Col. Ward and 
myself, and request that the name of Amelia Trahern may be placed on the register, or on file in the 
War Department, as an orphan, under the article of the treaty before referred to, entitled to a quarter 
section of land. You will discover from the letter of Col. Ward that Amelia Trahern comes within the 

rovisions of the 19th article of the treaty, and that she filed her application within the time specified. 
The agent had no authority to strike her name from the list, nor had he, Mackay, any authority to decide 
that she was not an orphan, and did not come within the provisions of the treaty because 16 or 17 years 
of age. I presume that it is unnecessary tu say anything more upon the subject. 


Most respectfully, &c., F. E. PLUMMER. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 








Department or War, Office of Indian Affairs, April T, 1832. 

Sir: In reply to the inquiry of the Honorable F. E, Plummer, I have the honor to state that the 
register of the names of orphan Choctaw children to be provided for by the Choctaw treaty of 1830, 
transmitted to the department by the Choctaw agent, Col. William Ward, contains the name of Letha 
Trahern, but does not contain the name of Amelia Trahern. 

I have, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 

To the Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DerartMeNtT oF War, April 9, 1832. 
Sir: Your letter of the 5th instant in relation to reservations of Choctaw lands in favor of Amelia and 
Letha Trahern has been received, and, in answer, I have the honor to enclose a report of the officer in 
charge of the Indian Bureau, which furnishes the information requested. 
Very respectfully, &e., LEWIS CASS. 
To the Honorable I’. E. Ptumer, House Representatives, United States. ; 





Wasnincton City, April 5, 1832. 
Dear Sir: I take the liberty of requesting you to inform me whether the agent of the Choctaws has 
forwarded to the War Department any returns of the application of Amelia and Letha Trahern to obtain 
a reservation of land, as orphans, under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit ereek. Peggy Trahern and her two 
fatherless children, who are provided for in the supplement to said treaty, and referred to in the letter of 
Mr. Herring, (of the War Department, ) under date of January 11, are not the persons to whom I refer. 
Most respectfully, your obedicnt servant, 
F. E. PLUMMER, Com. of Public Lands. 
Honorable Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DeparTMENT OF War, March 10, 1882. 
Sir: The enclosed report from the Bureau of Indian Affairs will give you the information called for 
by your letter of the 23d ultimo. 
Claims of Susan Graham and Ann V. L. 8. McIlvaine. 
Very respectfully, &c., LEWIS CASS. 


To the Honorable F. E. Piummer, House Representatives, United States. 





Department oF War, Office of Indian Affairs, March 10, 1832. 

Sir: In obedience to your direction to report on the claims of Susannah Graham and Ann V. Lew- 
ellen to reservations of land under the late Choctaw treaty concluded at Dancing Rabbit creek, which 
claims were presented by the Honorable F. E. Plummer, I have the honor to state that, on the register 

| made by the agent, Colonel Ward, and transmitted to this office, of the names of the Choctaw Indians, 
who had legally signified their intention to remain and become citizens of the States according to a pro- 
vision of the said treaty, the names of Susannah Graham and Ann V. Lewellen are returned; and that, on 
the said register, each of them is represented as having a child. It is apprehended, therefore, that by 
virtue of the said report of the agent, contained in the said register, that each of them, the said Susannah 
Graham and Ann V. Lewellen, is entitled to a full section of land under the 14th article of the said treaty. 

I have, &ce., 


SEINE CE 


* ELBERT HERRING. 
To the Honorable Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





F 


VOL. VII JF 




























































34 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1280, 





DerartueNT oF War, Office Indian Affairs, March 12, 1833. 


Sir: Having been instructed by you to report on the subject of reservations of land allowed to James 
L. McDonald and Robert Jones by the treaty concluded at Dancing Rabbit creek, I have the honor to 
state, that, by the second article of the supplement to the said treaty, there was allowed to each of them, 
the said James L. McDonald and Robert Jones, a section and a half of land, with permission to them to 
locate one section each, and one section jointly, on any unimproved and unoccupied land in the Choctaw 
country. 

The treaty was ratified on the 24th day of February, 1831; and, since that period, James L. McDon- 
ald has died intestate. 

After the ratification of the treaty, each of them had the right to locate for himself a section of land 
on any unimproved and unoccupied land in the Choctaw territory; and that right is still vested separately 
in Jones and the legal representatives of McDonald. The remaining section, which they were authorized 
to locate jointly, belongs equally to Jones and the legal representatives of McDonald; and they have the 
concurrent right to locate and then divide it. 


I have, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
To the Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Extract of a letter from Elbert Herring, Esq., Commissioner of Indian Affairs, to Col. Wm. Ward, dated 
March 18, 1832. 


“T have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th ult., and also a copy of the 
register of namres of orphan Choctaw children.” 





Cnoctaw Acency, February 8, 1833. 
Sir: I have the honor to receive your letter of the 29th December respecting the issuing certificates 
for Indian claims to reserves for land in the Choctaw nation: this request shall be rigidly complied with. 
In no instance except three or four, have I given any certificate or sanction to any sale of Indian lands, 
and those for common land, well known, and at the request of the vender, I have some time since 
returned a copy of the register of the names of orphan Choctaw children, with such remarks as I was able 
to obtain from the best source, to do justice to all interested; but the ages of the children could not be 
had, as Indians know nothing about their ages. After the chiefs and captains had given in their num- 
bers, one of the interpreters took the names and went throughout the nation, and corrected every error 
that he thought had been made, and certified it on oath that he had faithfully discharged this duty. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. WARD, Agent C.N. 
To the Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





DerartmMent or War, February 21, 1832. 
Sir: The several memorials and petitions of the Choctaws upon the subject of reservations and 
stolen property, which you have presented to the department at their request, have been placed on file in 
the Office of Indian Affairs, and a proper disposition of them will be made at the next session of Con- 
gress. 
I am, sir, &c., JOUN ROBB, Acting Secretary of War. 


To Major F. W. Arwstrone, Agent for Choctaws, West. 





: Wasutneton Ciry, February 23, 1832. 

Dear Sir: I beg leave to trouble you again on the subject of the claims of some of my Indian friends 
and constituents to land, under the late treaty with the Choctaws. 

I find, on an examination of the return made to the War Department, the name of Susan Graham 
registered among the “names of Indians owning farms;” that she had in cultivation one hundred and ten 
reves, valued at six hundred and forty dollars, &e. (See form of return, page No. 1, which I herewith 
send to you for your inspection.) Is this such a registration of her name, and such a signification of her 
intention to become and remain a citizen of the States, as will entitle her to a reservation of land under 
the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek? If it is not, be pleased to 
inform me what she must doin order to secure to her a reservation under said article in case she neglected 
to signify her intention within six months from the ratification of the treaty. Can it be done without a 
special act permitting her to do so? She is an intelligent and good woman, but a poor widow, and thinks 
that the agent and the leading men of the nation do not intend to do her justice. She did make applica- 
tion to register her name within the six months, but thinks that it will not be returned; and that it is the 
intention of Leflore and Ward to confine her to the provisions of the cultivation clause in the 19th article 
of said treaty. 

The name of Ann V. L. L. McEllyn is also registered on the same page, with this memorandum under 
the head of “general remarks:” “Settlement made in the spring, 1830. Since the treaty lived with her 
mother.” It is true, I believe, that she has lived herself in the house with her mother, ‘Susan Graham; 
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put her hands (negroes) have been, ever since the spring of 1830, actually on, and cultivating, the land 
under her directions and control. There is also a mistake made in the spelling of her name: her name is 
«Ann V. Llewellyn.” — Will these facts, or either of them, exclude her from the benefit of the 14th article 
of the treaty? Mrs. Llewellyn also signified to the agent, within the time prescribed, her intention of 
remaining and becoming a citizen; but anticipates the intention of the agent, and others, to confine her 
to the cultivation clause, or exclude her entirely from the land provisions of the treaty. 

I respectfully ask your opinion on these points, at the request of the Committee on Public Lands, to 
whom the subject has been referred, who will be governed in their report according to the opinions you 
may express. 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, ieaeeineita 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Department or War, Office Indian Affairs, January 21, 1832. 

Sm: Accompanying this letter, I send copies of the abstracts prepared by Major Armstrong, showing 
the number and position of the Indian reservations made agreeably to the treaty of September 27, 1830, 
with the Choctaw tribe of Indians. The value of these reservations, and of the other property, was 
estimated together, nor are there any means by which this office can ascertain the separate value of each. 

No evidence exists in this office of any contract having been made for the sale of any of these reser- 
yations; nor has any such contract been confirmed or rejected; nor has any license or authority been 
given to any person or persons to make purchases of said reservations. Copies of all the papers on file 
in this office, which relate in any manner to this subject, are herewith enclosed. 


Very respectfully, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
To his Excellency Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Department or War, Office Indian Affairs, January 17, 1832. 


Sm: Many inquiries have been lately made at this office for the purpose of ascertaining whether 
certain persons had signed their intention of citizenship, conformably to the provisions of the treaty with 
the Choctaws at Dancing Rabbit creek on the 27th September, 1830. 

Will you have the goodness to forward to this department a register of the names of all those persons 
who have duly signified such intention ? 


With much respect, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
To Col. Wittrase Warp, Indian Agent, &e. 





Department or War, Office of Indian Affairs, January 11, 1832. 

Sm: In reply to your several communications, I beg leave to state that the agent, Col. Ward, has 
not forwarded to this department the names of those persons who have, in due time, signified their inten- 
tion of citizenship under the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. He will be instructed 
to forward to this office the names of all those who have signified such intention; and it is highly proba- 
ble, from the representations of those persons on whose behalf you have addressed the Secretary of War, 
that their names will be among the number. 

With respect to your inquiries as to Amelia and Letha Trahern, minors and orphans, I find that, in 
a supplement to the said treaty, the fullowing provision was made for them: ‘And there is given a quarter 
section of land each to Peggy Trahern, an Indian woman residing out of the nation, and her two father- 
less children.”’ 

It is believed that to entitle a person to a conveyance in fee ynder that treaty on the expiration of 
five years after its ratification, he must not only have signified his intention of citizenship, but must also 
have actually resided upon the land during that period. 


With great respect, &c., ELBERT HERRING. 
To the Hon. F. E. Pruwwer, JZ. R., U.S. 





Hovst or Representatives, January 4, 1832. 


Dear Sir: Misses Amelia and Letha Trahern, natives and citizens of the Choctaw nation, Mississippi, 
request to know whether their names have been forwarded to the War Department for the purpose of 
obtaining a quarter section of land each, under, and by virtue of, the 19th article of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek, held September 27, 1830. They are both minors and orphans. Please to address me on 
the subject. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F. E. PLUMMER. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
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House or Representatives, January 4, 1834, 
Dear Sir: Mrs. Susan Graham, a widow, of the Choetaw nation, registered her name with the agent 
within six months after the ratification of the treaty of “ Dancing Rabbit creck,’ for the purpose of 
entitling her to a section of land under the provisions of the 14th article of that treaty. She is appre- 
hensive from some cause, that it has not been entered of record, nor forwarded to the War Department, 
Please inform me on this subject. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F. KE. PLUMMER. 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasnineton Crry, December 3, 1832. 
Sm: Mr. William Ott, of the Choctaw tribe of Indians, Mississippi, claims, as he informs me, a half 
section of land under and by virtue of the provisions of 19th article, (cultivation clause, ) of the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit creek, and requests to know whether his name is registered according to the provisions 
of the treaty in such case required, and on file in the department. Please give me the desired information. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. E. PLUMMER. 
Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Department oF War, Office Indian Affairs, December 11, 1832. 
Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3d instant to the Secretary of 
War, respecting a claim to land by William Ott, one of the Choctaw tribe of Indians. 
William Ott’s name is registtred as entitled to three hundred and twenty acres of land, according to 
the provisions of the treaty of 28th September, 1830, with that tribe, and is on file in this office. 
I have the honor to be, &e., 
ELBERT HERRING. 
Hon. F. E. Pivvuer. 





Department or War, August 6, 1832. 

Sir: A communication has been received, signed by Hawkins, Folsom, and the Pitchlynns, in which 
they remonstrate against a construction which has been given to the clause of the nineteenth article of 
the treaty, which refers to the location of quarter sections. That construction requires the reservations 
to be bounded by quarter section lines, to be contiguous and adjoining, and to include that part of the 
improvements which contains the dwelling house. The persons above named seem to think that the treaty 
dves not require the reservations to be bounded by quarter section lines of survey. You will perceive 
that their error originates in overlooking the sentence, “each of said class of cases shall be subject to 
the limitations contained in the first class.’ The department, therefore, considers the construction 
objected to, to be the true one, and not open to doubt. But, as it is farther represented that many of the 
reservations are so near to each other, that this rule cannot be applied without depriving some of their 
just rights, the matter is referred to you. 

You will please to report your opinion upon this clause of the treaty, and also to state whether so 
much inconvenience or injury will result from the interpretation herein given to it as will render it expe- 
dient to carry it into effect. Meanwhile, the Choctaws will be referred to you for the ultimate decision 
of the department. 

I am, sir, &c., JOUIN ROBB, Acting Secretary of War. 


To Major Francis W. Arustrone, Indian Agent, &c. 





Cnoctaw Agency, October 19, 1832. 
Sir: Your letter of the 28th June I had the honor to receive some time since, respecting the claim 
of Amelia Trahern to a reserve of land as an orphan under a provision of a treaty with the Choctaws in 
the year 1830. I have to observe that Wesley Trahern had two wives. He, Wesley, is dead; and his 
first wife, by the name of Delilah, is also dead. They had, at the time of making the late treaty of 1830, 
several children living: the three youngest was by the names of Amelia, Letha, and Washington: the 
oldest, Amelia, was about sixteen or seventeen years of age when the interpreters registered the names 
of the Choctaw orphan children; and he supposed her, (as he has since told me,) not to come under the 
class of orphans, is the reason that her name is not found on the book returned by me to the Office of 
Indian Affairs. These children of Trahern are all yet single, and dependent upon their friends for support 
in a great measure. Wesley Trahern, the deceased father of Amelia, Letha, and Washington, before his 
death, intermarried with the second wife, whose name was Agnes, who since has married a man by the 
name of Foster. 
I am requested to state to the Department of War that the names of Tobbee or Tob-bch-ub-bee, 
James his son, A-noy-a-hah, and Phi-le-ke-chub-bee, say that they applied in August or September, 1831, 
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to have their names registered as citizens, and have the benefit of a provision in said treaty of 1830. The 
pouk in this office does not show any entry to that effect. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


W. WARD, Agent C. N., BE. Mississippi. 


P. S—Peggy Trahern is no way connected with Wesley Trahern, deceased, nor with his two wives, 
Delilah, deceased, or Agnes, who survived him. W. W. 


Expert Herrine, Esq., Washington City. 


Drpartuent or War, Office Indian Affairs, November 3, 1832. 

Sm: Your letter of the 19th ultimo, mentioning the reason why the name of Amelia Trahern was not 
inserted in the list of Choctaw orphans transmitted to the department, has been received. 

The application for reservations of land by Tubbee and others, whose names are mentioned in your 
letter, cannot be granted. The treaty requires that each head of a family, being desirous to remain and 
be a citizen of the States, should be permitted to do so by signifying his intention to the agent within 
six months from the ratification of the treaty, and that he should therefore be entitled, &e. 

This appears to have been omitted. They represent that they signified such intention. You say that 
the books of your office make no mention of the fact; nor have you expressed any opinion or belief of the 
truth of their assertion. No good reason is perceived for the interposition of the department in their 
behalf. 

With much respect, &e., ELBERT HERRING. 


To Col. Wituram Warp, Choctaw Agency, Miss. 
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creek, on the 25th September, 1830, and that a list of their names was furnished by me to F. W. Armstrong, when called on, for the 
purpose of allowing the additional half section, as provided for in the treaty. 
Done at the agency, on the 4th September, 1831. 


Witness: 
W. Warp, Agent C. N. 
Joun Pitcutynn, Interpreter U.S. 


Teste: 


NITACHACHEE, his X mark. 
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LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 
























Number of 
acres culti- 
vated. 


Entitled as 
captains. 


Total number 
of acres. 





14 
20 


320 
320 
320 
320 
320 


480 
640 
640 
320 
480 


: No. 2. 
MUSHULATUBBE. 
A list of the captains entitled to the additional half section, under the nineteenth article of treaty, in 
Mushulatubbe’s district. 
Names. 
Holabe eee HSEEH SETH HHHSHHTHSSEHHEHSHEH SHEE SHEET EEE EHEEH SETHE HF eee eee eseeesseeseees 
Adam Fulsom...ssccessccccceccccccccccceceseetcneeee ence: cen ccsseceeesseces 
Joseph Kincade OOO ee Poo HET SEH HH eee EEE EEE OEE EEEE BEOe EOEe eeeees coon 
: Suba, or Horse ...++eeeeseees oceeee din 6 6 0)910)6 (019 (6160:81010).4.6)616 6leie'6e b6ielb 00016 86ln eee6-cvec 
i. Talking Warrior .-.osesecccecccecccccccccseetecns sess eres cece nceecsesereceseees 


Ceres esses ese eeesenseseseessseoeee 


Pistabe .-ceeesere 
Kochoma .eeeesees 
Tanahacho ..seesececcseceeseeees eons 
Tsaac James..ee- 
Sockatubbee .-- 
Hoshehoma .-+e.eee 
Tmmeleche ---++-- 
Atamemastubbe .secseces cocccc cece cece cceeeseces 
Holba .--- 
Nashbanawa .ceeeecsecccevees 
Tushkahacho ....+-- 
Jerry Fulsom.++++eseeeeeeeees 
Matabee .-.ee-ee 
Stonakehega seesesseeeseceecseeeeeesees 


COOH SEES eee SEE HEHEHE SHEE EEE EEE EEE eeeee 


COHH eee ee HTH REESE HHH SETH EEE HEHEHE EEE EEE EEHH OSS 


COPS SHEE HEHEHE HEEH SHEET SESH HEED SEER EEEES 


POPP ee eee FO FFFF eee eeeseeeeessesseeeseeee® Senet 65-66 Ke 


SOPOT eee eeeeF esses eeeeee ooesneseee 


POOH meee eee eee EEF ooeeeeseeeseese 
CE OPH HHEH SHES HEEH SHEE HEHEHE HEEHEHT EOE EEE EEEOS 


COO e re ee HeEF eeeeesseeee 


Lowachubbe oe COPTER HOE OHHH EEE EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE OETEEH eee oe 


John Ward. ..ccccecccecceccecece Siereigiei slaw ese eee 
Hockloontubbe ..+secceeceeces eevee 
Hoshopia sseeeeccceccceccscccsccceseccuccesccesesuce 
Howatubbe «+e 
Halala ...ecccescees 
Ochinchahoma...eccceseccceccccess 
Tishosheleta 
Shapanshahubbce. ......eeee 
Oshehoma... 
Oshasheopia... 


eee eeeeres sense 
Cece seers eres ser eeeseseseees 
eee eresece 
POH CH SESE SHEET SHEE eH HHT EEE MH Ooeeeseseee 
Ceres eres eee esse EHF F oeresesseeeeeasseees 
Soest teessoce 
Ceoeseeseeresseees 


eeeeeresesseseesseeee Ceres seseseere 


COOH eee eee EHEF SHEE H SO eee EEE SEE EEE OOO 


CROCS CORSET SHEET SHEE EHH EEE HEHEHE EEE EHH E 


eee eee eee ee ee ee ee ee ey 


Ceres cess esse esos 
SC eeeeeeereeeeeses 
@Ceeeeerereceseses 
Ce ee ee eo 
eeeseees 


eeecesces 


Coeeeoreeeseseece 
eee eeeret eeoeeeese 
Ceres eseeereseoes 
Coes sees eeeeseee 
@eoeseevreseeseeces 
Ceoereccceeeceeree 
Seer ereevnesesers 
Peers erseseseeses 
@Ceoerereeaseesere 
Perse esececeses 
Seeeeorseseeeeces 
Peers ecseseeesses 


ee weer eeceeseos 








320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 
320 





320 
480 
320 
640 
480 
480 
480 
480 
480 
480 
320 
800 
480 
320 
480 
800 
480 
320 
320 
320 
480 
320 
320 
320 
320 





I do hereby certify that the above-named persons were captains in my district at the time of the treaty made at Dancing Rabbit 
ereek, on the 25th September, 1830, and that a list of their names were furnished by me to F. W. Armstrong, when called on, for the 
purpose of allowing the additional half sections, as provided for in the treaty. 


Done at the agency, on the 4th September, 1831. 


W. Warp, Agent C. N. 
Joun PitcuLynn, Interpreter U. S. 


Teste: 





MUSHULATUBBEE, his X mark. 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 








No. 3. 


GREENWOOD LEFLORE. 


A list of the captains entitled to the additional half section under the nineteenth article of treaty. 





Names. 


Entitled as 
captains. 


Total number 
of acres. 


Number of 
acres cul- 
tivated. 
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Lewis Durant. ccoecsesee veces 
Cullashubbee cccccccccccecccccce 
Minta... 
Mihiachubbee .....+ eeeeeee 
James Flitcher .......0. 
Thomas Hays....+++- 
William Hays ...-cceecceccccecsceces 
Pintstubbee ... 
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ATBCACHAS 250 00.00 5000000000s00n000008 
Holitahoma ... 
Jikehoma ooo eevee 
DOSHORINA ..5s00000005 
Chuckmubhee ...ccececcceecseeeess 
TOkO 00% 00000sc0ccceccescece 
Chataematoha ..cccse ccccccccccevccscce 
Tobala .... 
Tuscaemitta... 
Nathaniel Jones... 
ACHUBUER «000 cc0ns 006000000000 
Washington ...+..++- oes 
Tickbahoma ....-- 
Big Cloud..... e+++. 
Washshasahamastubbee ....eeeeeceeesees 
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Sees eres eeeesest esses eesees 
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640 
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480 
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640 
640 
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640 
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480 
640 
480 
480 
400 
480 
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I do hereby certify that the above named persons were captains in my district at the time of the treaty make at Dancing Rabbit 
creek, on the 25th September, 1830, and that a list of their names were furnished by me to F. W. Armstrong, wheg called on, for the 


purpose of allowing the additional half section, as provided for in the treaty. 
Done at the agency, on the 7th September, 1831. 


Teste: W. Warp, Agent C.N. 


GREENWOOD LEFLORE, 
Chief of Northwest District, Choctaw Nation. 
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LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 


A list of claims allowed under the treaty in Mingo Mushshulatubli es district. 


Names. 


Sere eres ereeeeeeseseeeeee 


Capt. Ashhoomah...eesseeseseees 
Tapanakehiah...-- 


Carer esse ses eet senses eer er eee eerste asses. eee 


Matoonah, (WidOW)...ccccccce cece cccccccccceset cece ccscucs 
Capt. Atonimastubbee. .oceccecee cece cceretsccecsesetceececes 
Choampahoma, (WOMAN) .oseee coeeee ceeeee eee Reipeareiaersireeiet 
SIs ICH USOUINN. <:6:6 076 410108 601010 b.biG7 \0:'6ie%e 1010 0:5:-0-55)4,0 10 sie) b10:6) 818: were lei 
ERE OIC UD DOC io :6.5:0.6.6 0106.84.64 :010010:0 9 :0:0'0s 6 0:04 05.0' 400008 oe eased 
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20 


200 


60 
90 
14 
6 
5 
7 
20 
15 


7 





of acres 


allowed. 


No. 


80 
320 
80 
480 
80 
160 
80 
960 
960 
640 
80 
80 
80 
960 
80 
160 
160 
160 
80 
160 
640 
80 
80 
640 
320 
1,280 
640 
1,280 
480 
80 
80 
220 
320 
160 
80 
80 
480 
160 
80 
80 


480 
160 
80 
80 
80 
320 
160 


Persons that have relinquished.—Remarks. 





Relinquished. 
do 


do 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 

do do 

do do 
Provided for in treaty; 1 section. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 
Relinquished. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


3y cultivation. 


Relinquished. 


Provided for in treaty; 14 sections. 
do do do 
As a captain; half section. 


Provided in the name of T. Garland; 14 sees. 


As a captain; by cultivation. 


Provided for in treaty. 


Provided for in treaty. 
Relinquished, as captain; by cultivation. 


Keep; as captain. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Sold to Grant and Clement. 


Keep, in Achinhoomas, Commissary, and Mol- 
ehphoulbah. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 


Keep. 
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Names. 


P 


A list of claims—Continued, 


See eeee arse sees sees eses 
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UBLIC LANDS. 
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cece orevee 10 
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allowed. 


No. of acres 


80 
480 
80 
640 
80 
160 
160 
80 
320 
320) 
80 
160 


320) 
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Persons that have relinquished.—Remarks. 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
do do 


Sold to Thomas Wooldrige. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 
Sold J. B. Johnson. 


tclinquished ; as captain. 





Keep; sold to J. B. Jones; as captain, and by 
cultivation. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Keep. 

Sold to Grant and Clement. 


do do 


do do 
Provided for in supplement. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 

do do 

do do 


Sold to J. B. Johnson. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 


do do 
do do 
do do 


Sold to John Bartlett. 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
Ascaptain, not as cultivating ten acres. 
Sold to Elisha B. W. Kirkny, (white man.) 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
do do j 


Xelinquished; provided for in treaty. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 
Sold to J. B. Johnson; this man denies the 


sale. 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
Keep. 
Keep. 
Keep. 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
do do 
do do 
do do 

Sold to John Bartlett. 
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80 

80 


320 


80 
80 
480 
80 
80 
160 
80 
80 
320 
80 
160 
80 
320 
80 


TREATY. 125 


Persons that have relinquished. —Remarks. 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
Sold to William Cobert. 
Provided for in treaty. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 


Sold to Grant and Clement. 
do do 

Sold to Thomas Ivy. 
do do 


do do 
do do 
do do 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 
do do 
de do 
Sold to Anderson and Cobb. 
Sold to John ©. Whitsitt. 


do do 
Relinquished. 


Sold to Isaae N. Mitchell. 
Provided for in treaty. 


4 
Johnson did not live in the nation at the 
making the treaty. 


Sold to John C. Whitsitt. 
Sold to Grant and Clement. 
do do 


do do 
Relinquished. 


Relinquished. 
do 
Relinquished. This captain has no men under 
him, though he is an old eaptain, and igs 
allowed 4 seetion by the chief. 
Relinquished. 
do 
Ao 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do as captain. 


do do 
do 





































































































Names. 


Qapt. Nathlatubbee 2... . 2.00000 c00ss.s000 c00 ieee esse eee 
SUMIUMED “Gpobe sbsnekinbeessoeos ee neces sue stae e ses siee0.caemie= 


ee eee eee eee ee eee ee 


Sexton .... 


Capt. Shemoontah.....-cceececcccees eeesreee cecceeces ° 
LO Ss ey eee : 625s sass oa 
Capt. Okeleenlah. ....00 cece cececes 0 2800 ese ccceresecces sees 
Payshubbe 2.02 sccccccccccccvcccccccce pahe ene So 
BEGEMNDDs ssh es> ope nse b sn babnneescs> esa Jiawewas AS 
Okaneah .....-.. Sees Sa eb bbb eehbe oka es dS5s eG bees pub euaee 
Onahojah ..20.es0 00 © 2002s 00s cio yo55- pubemees ees x 
Nat, (Naught)......-. oe eoeh ee eee piuisle sieeve bees secs coe ceeee 
Capt. Tohehajah.......+... Deecewses 00050006000 000 occeee 
ee SS ee eee ey Pe eee fer nie paaepiew aes 
TRERENBWE: «s0n6eS bine dsascoe : pabsb seuss ans cee . 
BUSHIAM. corse kaee nee: SSS Sa eines pens imec eee Sie a se 
Clayyohah, or MeKinney.......... 2 Pore 
Thuppolah ........ peewee ese aes ane ee eGaebaseo abou cee oo 
Capt. Tishosheleta <....0.0 2000000 scc0secescce cocee 
SICMDEMMDIOD cova sane bess >s0e04< ns 055e0555s > ch cereus 
BEGQVO “scice 5404100 ase 05 nnn oboe 000s .0 550 505 8\see0 seca se . 
Capt. Lokatubbee .......-.- peed beeorrkeanse aban ae’ cS peanaere 
SURI SG ue Ren elkes bs bho etaee sshSeaseuseses Rete saeeeee 
DER ates chEE ESSE SEEN DESO SSSA HOSE EDS E OS SORES aeenee 
Capt. Immabechah .......++seee eee veo babs beueksusus 
Astonetugo ...-- [ene O heb ebe becuse nes [Se bebe pepe eeee 


Athapotubbee, (aid to captain) ...seecseeeccecsceccceccees 


Altahltahah....eccescceces pbeienee Seba he esee bhep ees esses 
Capt. Shuppaunchehubbee....... pa Riskeews sick Saisie esiceen 
Heotubbee...... oneeee bie seen be baienas ses soos Saseu see uaw's 
TRROUHWUP «sso p ces oss esee soe 5 n0 00 56 hinge se ebe seen uses ashe 
Capt. Neshobenowah, jr., (Comp.) .++++e ceeeesceeeee SeeeboDee 
Tishsheomittah, (aid)..... .++-- SeaRSk Sk aee ese eee See EES ASS 
Nittaauncheubbe 2... 000000000000 c000 000 Psy 
Hotah ..00-.000. puSen bene ewe ses aee Sooe ° pieeemiate 
Mingoellusshulatubbee ..++e.seeseeeee SS ee Te 
SUE PRUE DUNNO woGnibesse6 anes saeinbssunehinseses'esaeles sce 
Middleton Mackay, (U. &S. interpreter.) .......ccececcesee 
Takchehoyo, (deceased) . 0. cecescee coce seccccceces 6 ees 
Capt. Folsom’s company. ..+esseees cece o ccce cee pistes ibe lyse sb isin 
Amayah ..seees ceceees passe bsneboob oes seeeb nana ous ‘eee 
Tuskaatwa. sees cece cece pa espeewensesiaessiacus anon ° 
Mahatubbee ....-- iemish koe OS babe kee sh sues ebsshiseeeioesces 
Jack Jenkins, (Indian) .......... peauk ee bees aebennausow % 


[The above three last names belong to the company of Stono- 
kehigo, in the book as registered. ] 
Hartwell Hartway, (woman)..... [aes ee ee ease aes 
Wm. McClure, (Indian) .... Leu SmeNOE Niwa ees 
[The above two last named persons belong to the company of 
Captain Pistambe as registered on the book.] 
John Moore, (white man) 
[Belongs to the company of Isaac Folsom. ] 


In Mushulatubbee’s district .. 
WY UIUCRS cc ke ee's 
Slaves.. 


cress 








PUBLIC 


eee eeee see 


: 

‘ 

' NMAACRTT Boobs bed abes sees ssee.cae yr 
; Cols MeHOre'S snsseusesannn cis Se er 
f 

; AEE aes connksusae’ ies 


The foregoing is added in great haste, and may be incorreet. 


A list of claims- 


—_— 
mom 


—_ 
ate NT > 


— 
co em bo 


a om 
oow ont 


fo) 


—T qo 7 é 


LANDS. 





Continued, 


A true copy of the claims, as taken from the books made out by me, showing the Indian claims September 7, 1831. 


INDIAN POPULATION. 








as 
% E Persons that have relinquished.—Remarks. 
eS 
A 
160 Sold to Grant and Clement. 
160 do do 
80 do do i 
80 do do 
80 do do 
160 
80 do do 
80 do do 
80 do do 
160 do do 
80 do do 
320 As captain. 
160 
80 Sold to Grant and Clement. 
bil) do do 
80 do do 
80 do do 
320 do do 
80 do do 
80 
480 As captain, and as cultivating. 
80 
80 
480 
80 
80 
160 
320 A captain. 
80 
80 
80 
80 
80 
2,560 Provided for in treaty; 4 sections, chief. 
2,560 do do 
640 
160 Keep. 
teers This person belongs to Capt. Wade's company. 
80 
80 
480 Sold, 
160 
320 
160 
480 
F. W. ARMSTRONG, Special Agent. 
She os alee seen sibe uni ° + 5,598 
oo cc ccescvecce cs cies 97 
5,949 i 
pebieehivecwanws ae 
Seababiesb wae Ge ee abe b ens coe 7,505 


eoccee 19,554 


.W.A. 














LOCATION 





UNDER 











THE CHOCTAW 


. 


TREATY. 


Cuocraw Agency, January 20, 1832. 


Sir: I herewith enclose to the Department of War three registers of the three Choctaw districts— 
claims to reserves of land, as allowed by the three chiefs, and Major Armstrong, special agent for that 


object. 


their claims to government might have an opportunity to do so by the first of this inst. 


Copies of Major Armstrong’s books were left with me, that all those who wished to relinquish 


You will observe 


that all who signified their wish to relinquish, it is written opposite their names under the column headed 


sce 
“relinquished. 
warded to the west when required. 


I retain a true copy of the original, made out by Armstrong for me, which can be for- 
I have been as particular in this business as possible, and I trust 


you will find no errors upon comparing these registers with the returns filed in the War Office by Major 


Armstrong. 


I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


WM. WARD, U. 


S. Agent Choctaws. 


A list of claims allowed under the treaty in Nitachacha District. 


No. of 
Names. 





acres. 
Capt. Jas. Gardiner... sees eceees 32 
Wakayahogah, (widow) ......+++- 200 
Henry Garvin .eccecceeeceecceees 30 
George Johnsons ses seseceeeeseees 12 
Wim. Christy occ cece cceecececees 12 
olin Garmin: sssccs0 4-156 ssa esee Buces 


James Garland ..ccccccercocecece 


BS, Garlands: 1000006 vss ec06 cee 2 
Samuel Anderson ..e+.sececeee sees 13 
Captain Hopeachahaba......ee+e+ ee 


Thomas McCann. .ccecccccccceses 
Wachenahoimn, 606000006 6000 esse 
ADAMANACHO 446% ¥0i6.0.4 01650 606-0 3 e00 
Mingohoma, .ceeeveccccccccevcece 
INOKR WHEE 6.004100 660i0 00.00 ees 

Pashibanowah 
Chambi 


Tashthekani osieccd . 00 


- 

: 
a ee | 
mor woh bt & aan 


Pashfalaabi...... 
Nackiichtonabi 
Capt. Meashatta. .ooe cececccecees 


Coe sere seeves 


Ce 


Nokiishtaya. sesecceesececees eens! 


e 


on 


Capt. Bigax .cocccescccecceccece| 


~) 


Takhata 2000.00000% 
Capt Onnahubbe....seeeee ceeeee eins 


eeeeneeeeeres 


me 


Shupastobbi. ...200 cecceecccvcces 
Capt. Homah  .seeceeesscecesese 
Poushpaba .sscoesees 


wo on 


| 


eoeeeree 


Pasimustubbee ...- 


— 
a) 


Tushkiyabi ... 


ee ee 


ir) 


Tick DAUChARUDDL «6006000: 


Capt. Thorn..... oe ec ceeeeseevee ! 
Gren. COMES: 6.06052 60:4'0:..060 00 6 s0:0) 9 
Onawchorhabis o6< seis cceecccs 3 


—_ 


OW bt bt po 


Yoyshabi ...++ cece cece ccc cece 


Capt. Onabi. ...ese cccccceecccces 


Haunochito 
Amukkaltubbee .....+. 


ee 
ee eee 


ORULADIEIDL: 6: ve ace rsien oR SW c en esieis 


Lapalichabi ...... eeecccsoceces 2 
Capt. Nakishtabi.........ceeeeee 1} 
Charles Gipson ...eeececcccccccee 9 
Tsapannhoma .eccesececceeceeces 5 
Nahomastubbee ....e.seeecceeeee 6 
Capt. Pashishlikabi........eeeeee if 


Chehasaw 
Tyacha ..eseeee 


eee ee oe eree oes eeneeee 


2 
aero 2 
Kaiyochabi ..cccccsecccccccoee « 6 
Ikkinshnowa ... 
Tapemishlika....ccee sce ccceccce 6 
ADINULAIDE 04.00 01s seicwie sews ce cca 9 
Capt. Pashishtabi...... 
Capt. Nuechahatabi 
Tanapshona ..: esse eceeeecececees 2 


cece cece 3 


No. of 
aeres 
allowed. 


480 
320 
480 
160 
160 
1,280 
320 
160 
160 
1,280 
80 

80 

80 

80 

80 

80 
160 
160 
160 
80 

80 
400 
80 
1,280 
80 

80 
400 
80 


400 


80 


Remarks. 
aieibian Wi aigtetererealeien sae ces eae 
PON a SPP ane rote aisles Wid Abie aisles 


Provided for in treaty.... 
Provided for in supplement ...+.+ 
Granted by chief, Oct. 12, 1831 .. 


October 12, 1831. ..cccccce ceccee 


do isso a sieveaiieracare: eierere 
do cae tacdwieeascede 
do dipvticeoeieweeaces 
do bicieiscere eieiavsverasele are 
do Sblaie ie nibiece slemlalcnce 


Js De B. October 12, 1832. s.c06 
October 225 LSS ccscissisiecsad ccc 
do Sigicialestee duets siee 


Ceres sees aoe 


October 4 183 Ee veces caesces 
October 2s 18S Veeco clserceiceis 


Provided for in supplement ...... 
October 12 1SSl v<o00sctiecsiesasic 
do eee ccceccceecs 


Capt. at treaty, woman .......0. 
October 12... os. 

do 
Capt. at treaty. ..e.seeee. «eisene 
October 12, 183Ti scccccsccsccecs 


eee ee cess esse eeeses 


do MCC MOC CO ETT 
do ie cieweieie(eial oie dere lee 
do ae aot lal dceitare 

do cdker Leieiatal cuaveetoreve 
do ei gion: sretevacia/nieis; ears 
do SielelRWie eimsrer sions 

do awieieime! enter cinverate 
do deweSNiew eae ees : 
do ecieiwele araaclad aus 
do Sbiabe sasle sle Se ecee 
do err 
do be ecerelaeigielee ei eaiee 
do édisidieneleeeeesate 
do Sricvcoevaracnee 
do Tee Te COTE eT 
do & Sai sheisisidie ores ecciere 
do Arar 

do Beseinee Risieeeanee 
do afecererorereverquermarersios 


| do 
| do 


Relinquished. 





Relinquished. 
do 


elinquished. 
do 


do 


Purchased by J. B. Earle. 
Purchased by James McKinney. 
{elinquished. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Purchased by J. M*Lean. 
Purchased by J. B. Earle. 
Relinquished. 

do 


elinquished. 

do 
Purchased hy W. Trotter. 
Relinquished. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Purchased by Jos. Kemp. 
Relinquished. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 



























































































































128 


Names. 


Capt. Otikaihacho ......ceeeccees 
WASRIAMANUCNO 5 000500 sks 00000 
Anowachubbeo ..000<.600000000008 
Shotickacharla 2.00 .200cccccscces 
Capt. Kumulichabi ........eeeee- 
ROUWRCHOD) oeene nek eumned nas cws 
Tshpawohoma ..00<c00 000 cesece 
ORIN cate b sake as eeee a sios 
AG. SAU. cnin ness 000m cass nsee 
BOUIDMONAN so sbensk45ees eases s 
Tlockbhaya ...00cccesceseecccces 
Capt. Tanapeyubbee ..... 2.00.06. 
Capt. Kashonachatubbee ........+ 
MM AthtAVA <0. <.<s0i0vs0000 co000008 
Capt. Red Cedar <....c00sec0cces 
RIND ADE chen essa ae asuseein sce 
Cant. Nathiakomah «<0. 2.05 
Topaka, (widow) ...-..c-ssecoees 
Isnitmahkaubbee .. ...cecsee cece 
PADIANDDE (choses see essen eesicke sine 
Capt. Hopiatubbec. ....++ sce ceee 
Ayokama, (woman) ........+.00- 
ERHWAMIANOUAES. <0 0000009 0000005 
BSUMDDRCIN bins > onkeiew se ussieiches 
SERIND acssss <6 s>onoehosn ba cnc ss 
RISNOUE: sebbeGnkeesee hase se ss 
Tohona, (Widow) ..++++ seeeeeaees 
Capt. Paushahoma. oo. eeee ee eeee| 
Poushimostahe 22.0000 0.00 c0ce see 
Capt. Pur Juzong...esseeee ceeees 
MSEHOCHCIAED 506s s002 05 4002000000 
Hopestanaka ...000ccsccccesoee 
Tupanahoma .... 0000 cccccccesecs 
Charles Juzong...eccesccccccsess 
SRT) BAERS oes slp one ssGe>8 once seus 
Mingomustabi . ..2+0ccc0cccecsee 
OKMARHOMG, 4000000000 0000000500 
Natona, (Woman) .cccesscecceces 
Tuskahoma .ccccccseccccse sevces 
Parharcho ...ccccecccccccccceves 
ORDERED oneparaeas aren nde esse 
Capt. Kasponamaakee..eeeeee sees 
Onatemah, (WidOW) ..seeeeeecees 
Imokelashiahopia.... eee eeee cece 
Hoshishimataha ......+ cccecceece 
Capt. Pisahhotatubbee..... cee 
MGEMEMNDRIN .c5 sks s6 snes wee ions: 
Oklaimahoyo 22.0 sceeccccccce vece 
Capt. Tosheyoholatta. ..eseee.eees 
MMMORRI. 0556 sess ncbanwes'>. sess 
Mukee, (WIdOW) <<. 0000000000: 
Shemah, do (hb bbses oa caleeee 
Okchokmaltalabi .... 0c cecccses 
DOPONANNAGO + 0<0.0509 0060 00sesees 
Shatayo ...000 cecccccccccccceces 
Capt. Chohtamitahi..........eeee 
Pahathit, (widow) .....0.00.s0+- 
PERSNGRIDD pines ones aesessnsesue 
DAVOS, AWAOW) 5500940000400 40 
Ayena, do cece ccc ccccccns 
ERMA consns anse Snes ooee eb esss 
PRMIMMLG esGb esky eee sos nese eo eesr 
SURES is chews esbeknswe snub eee sss 
Capt. Atakbabitoshka.........00 
MOMUMINNNGI: weweinneesace nike ees 
Capt. Hopiahimetah .........000+ 
Ishtomahahtomah ....-++ceceeees 
EGHTANGKAROMA,. 4000500000 cas 
Fishahopaii ..-.000cccccccecccces 
Capt. Asetahoma......eeoe secon. 
SNGUIEHORENA 5.o< 0m oss s20)eccin sens 
Ahiyohoma ceccevceces ceeeee cece 
TYALAURDICE 22000 00000006000 000 
Topaiychoma .eveeeeesesseeveees 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


+ List of claims allowed—Continued. 


No. of 


acres. 


co 


Now S > 


] 


) 


t 


~) 


t 


oo 


oT bo 


_— 
— od 


20 
12 


10 


12 
14 
18 
15 
12 
10 
14 

5 


10 


No. of 
aeres 
allowed. 


400 
80 
80 
SO 

400 
80 
80 
80 

160 

160 


160 


640 
480 
80 

80 
160 
80 

80 
400 
320 
1,280 
80 
160 
1,280 
1,280 
160 
80 
960 


80 
160 
160 
480 
160 
160 

80 
160 

80 

80 

80) 
160 

80 
480 
320 

80 

80 
320 
160 

SO 





Remarks. 


October 12, IS31....-+.eeeeeeees Relinquished. 


do Ser to do 
do aeseheeb ewan eek do 
do Coereceeccsecces do 
do ove wewe ho ewa ews do 
do ee eee do 
do ececccesscocscecccece do 
bisa OO Wiss sd lbh wine S909 0/4 sb 0'eie do 


November 215-1631 5 «0.<<s2000% do 
see ose asiabiowsnaeue aeweieeas do 


Coe P eres eereer sees sere eeeeeses 


WEtONEr Tas SES) sasue nsec osseeen do 
do Lhe abe abeess bubs do 
do sek cibwees nine eone do 
do Coe e eres ecseccces do 
do SE Ot SE do 
do She hmiewe eine aibs ee do 
do bbe Gow eens ans do 
do Se ree e ye ee ees do 
do eens keen na eeus do 
do Ey eer EL ere er do 

Obtoliir AS ASS onciencscuccaeces do 

Oetonor 125 GS31osnsinees oiesisch as do 

Octoper 4, Tosi vsc0.~s ws cedeneen do 
do pnisnG se nae be ches do 
do eee habia wean es do 
do palewinleW ae Gswiss e's do 
do peieesW ee ceeawice do 

Provided for in supplement ...... 

OPTOREN 12, ABZI ia ne's essa was do 
do psa Ae ae woes awe do 


Provided for in treaty........+0 


do eeeieeses 
ORLODEr 125 DBS I ex.s isisines sce slow do 
do pobeaneekies ahas do 


COCC CO EEH LOSE LEE EES OEeeeeeeeoes 


eres er ere e eeeeee eeeeeeseeeeeeeee do 
bwin bs 2 9/kS 651d 40 oo bees Ob eee ee do 


Wetever 4, W531. ..05s60.0s00 ses do 
do soccer cece cccces do 
Ocro gods PAS: ich} BES aens rayon do 
do SS oun wesw we do 
Oebober a, ASST sis sssiesecusanss do 
do see ebe oN oar enue do 
do cocccccecccsecees do 
Ockipor 12, Aesls -hcxccwasdecees do 


do TEP LER Pro eye do 
do TeV re do 
do bach se eeAGusaeen do 
do et eT ee do 
do Cee e reese sees eeee do 
do Seenenedeecascs do 


Dctover 4, WSSie skwss> kebaxuwse do 


do 56S Sep aS SaeusE do 
do pases Aone awueinns do 
do VIPER LS ee do 
do pis be Ate e oie ais aw do 
do pAeSNebeReae nas do 
do ST ee ee do 
do sich bebe se ele ess do 
cvOner IO Sols kas bias dees en ee do 
do coGwinweeeee soba s do 


Cyc ys) de ba 5) ee a ea do 


do Newb bees sian ises do 
do rte tae ere ee do 
do COewbeskbeeb anes do 


[ No. 1230, 


Relinquished. 





Sree 


ee 


ote 


November 23, 1831 ...+eeseeeee. Sold to J. B. Earle. ; 


Wighsber 225° ABST ses cxsnnssaecns Relinquished. 


do ee ee ee do 
do SpanebaGaiesee do 
do puse SENS oN seee!l do 














NRT eR reas 








Kochatima, (widow)......-- 
Chiletahopai 


Onatiya, (Widow) .e+e+sseeseeere 


Tamainhockli . 
Tishipaya. eeeeseeeseeceseeseeees 


eee Perea eeseseeeee 


MTaSANOMA. ccccrececcccccce secces 
7. Brashears, sen. « 
Capt. Eyhochipaiya .-e+e+seeees 
Pakmatta «eseeeces 
Pliny Fisk... 
Captain Hoshimimatuba.......++- 

Captain Holihtamakabi ..........! 


eee ee ey 


Sapisota .sscecseccceceeeseeeces 
Parmutaha... 
MEL e164 sie obese sis -elosecaiecc 


Jayakaabi .oceccceccsecccces ensie 


MGA 554-64 4is.o e's isic Gers wets eew ee eae 
Capt. Hopiahoma....sececececses 
Tttaklonech, 200%: sess cccesc ces 
Tushkimaeyabi ....ccccccccccces 
Shophimustubbee ...+....ceeeeees 
Lokonotonabi.....cccsecccecccces 
Capt. Lakto0 o.eeee ceecee cece cces 
Hecktubbi .......... Sipe pieisisielinie 
Capt. Heshubi 2... cccecccevccces 
Nokawahomah ..cecccccccecceoes 
PaShiOlh oassocccciccccceescceses| 
Capt. Ittalahoma ...ccsccsccecees 
Hopia ...eee- 
Capt. Shikopatakena ......seeeee! 
WUANUUT. cosines eniccsccceeseinesca'l 


Atobatonee, (widow) ....++ esse 
Captain Ahocklatubbee ......6+6- 
WAGROURO WL o:0'0:014 05 010\e0'cesie's.occs 
Wanayani ....... 
ICHOVONADL 6-00 s16:6:0-5'0'0:0 500 6 601.010 


eeeeeeesr esses 


Fishonalatubbce .....cccccsecces 
Nakiimanchahubbee .....++ 2.2008! 
WRDG= ONMAD Rew osc ese cose ccc | 
IWAKARRDR a seis sis isonieisicsieicetes|| 
Captain Kanniyohotubby......... 

MKECHANAND Osc «5:01.05 0:0 400.06 <\0:0:0 

Captain Kashainahbe ..... 
Colonel «sc000 600 
Immahoyaka, (widow) ..+++eeeees 
PATRHONGOM is 206 01010 0010 eb 0 ee cee'e 
Capt. Hopiashtanoki......eeeeee. 
Mata porkash: 6.621 00.00 0500 e056 
ANGEIWUDDE 2:600.< 6600 cece este cece 
Capt. Tashhatula.....sccecccsece 
Nahoiloemustabi .......+- 
Chakaha ...... 
PUBAOKIONIs 0:0 s 641s o1s:0'0.0104'0 660500 


Capt. Nukpallichabi .....-.++e+6. 


Ceres eeeeesesee 


Seeeres 
| 


Sees rere sseeeeee 


Fickikhoma... 
Capt. John Lake ...-+e eeeeee cece, 
Capt. John Cooper. ..seceeecseess 
Ittatemostubbe ......-. 


eee ee ee 


| 
| 
i 
eeeesevee! 
| 


Capt. Memtubbee....seeeeeee cece! 
PUGET, WRUGR sins oe ss sivss'sweceieese| 
Wim. Fields. ..eeseeecceecceeseee! 
| 


Thomas Cango...+-++eeeeeees 
as iia, INGEN s cai ae weisia se 6 eelgiciseess)| 
Capt. Big AX .cccccccccceececece| 


Noknomahago Perens 
CHAKAIACHS. 4.04.6 ois 0s'e0 
WBRICK RONG, soe0 00% 6'0s06s/es0 60 
Capt. Bob Stee eceecerecesseseeee! 


ULC USTUUIMI i475 sis cosa 68 Wise ogiereciee- || 


Captain Inealashahoma ...+.+.-+ .| 
Nomalitratubbee <.cs<0s00s0cc0s8| 
Hayopahocho....ssssceseee ae 
POEM Skceictdniticicccvanes 
Imchachi 


ee eee eter eree aeeees aoes, 
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LOCATION 





UNDER 
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List of claims allowed—Continued. 


mt et BD 


No. of 


acres. 


RO rm wh oH 


20 


14 


eli cell cn! 
bo bo 


> bo 


0 


bo © Gt bs & TT PbO 


oS 


No. of acres 
allowed. 


80 
80 
320 
160 
160 
480 
640 
1,280 
160 
480 
400 
160 
160 


320 


160 
160 
320 
480 
80 

80 

80 

80 

400 
80 
160 
80 
400 
80 


1,280 
160 
160 

1,280 
640 
160 

80 
80 
400 
80 
400 
80 
80 
160 
160 


| October 12, 1S3L.ccececsccccccce 


| @eeeecees 


| Capt. at the treaty ...ceccccceee| 


| December 30, 1831......ccccecee 


Cee ee 


| @ eee errr eres sess sesesere seen 


| Capt. at treaty. ..cccccescccccce 


Remarks. 


do acjareieewsmeewecee | 

do areineleleineioe seas } 

do Slevin eiaale ciwaers 

do eee eccceccccce | 
eeeeeeeree eee erst eeee eeeeeee | 
| 

siginisielsieiee dicealele a Wale a ci eialeln ee ts | 


eee ee ee ee ee e008 


areola tan ier efeia. 6) e'aia/s, Baibie eee oles 
alsteialeigieieisieloleisisisigne eeisiele eisieieeee 
erase tee 0isiesieie ees sels ciesee eee 

December 31, 1831....... eoeeiels . 
dialaisioisteie'eeeieie wceee eccvccsesceses 


December 24, 1831.....eceecees 


Perea eeee asses eeeeessees eeeeeeee 


Pere eee es Beet deeeeseseseesese 





COP eee m meee eres eeseeesereeeee| 


| 
| 
ee ee ee ee 
| 


COC er eee sere eeereseseeeseeereee® 


CHC HHH ee eee eeet esas eeeeeseeee 
ee eee eee eee eee ee 


Ce eeerrr eres eseree 


November, 1SShs vsececewnse cece 
do sical acai nana 
do sod 


do diveb dace neue awa 





do wis Wane eelerela ce bain 
eeoee ere Foose eeseeeeeseesesesee 


| 


Cee eo eerste eeeresrerereseseses 


[ @e eee eer eee ees sese esse esseeses| 


CoP Pe ee ee eseeesereeeneesesese 


ee 


October 12, 1831....cceecceeeees! 
do ROCCE CLO eee 
do RAeieewtie sac aswe 


December $05 1SSE ccccvsiescsces 
October 12, 1831....... 
do eeieies 


Ce ey 
ee 


Ce ee ee ee 


December 29, WSSkisicsvccead ccc 


| December:20,. 18S8 s cciciscsieccccies 





November 22, 18S) ves ccciceccoesie 
| 


Peete eee eeeeeeeeesee 


October 12, et cd ctsicctsuae 
do eocvccccccceccee! 
do aedeeeemenieeue 
do Cacsiwieamew eens 
do ctivaneraseeeceeee 
do aaieeindesem eae ee 
do saldiewnwencwesnen 
do Cbew eee eees osee 
do ue Re econ Wahedaleers 
do cceeccencccocccs 





TREATY. 


| Relinquished. 
| Purchased by J. II. Horne. 
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Relinquished. 





Relinquished. 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
Samuel Dale. 
Lelinquished. 
do 


do 
do 


do 


do 


Dec. 24, 1831. Relingq. 


Relinquished. 


Sold to J. H. Horne. 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Purchased by J. H. Nail. 
Purchased by D. B. Thompson. 


Relinquished. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


Relinquished. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
























































PUBLIC LANDS. 








| No. 1230, 





List of claims allowed—Continued. 





Names. acres. 





BOGEN: Sosa bassbn sh eebeen noes 


| 
Capt. Koahoma Sadveeesvenciad 
| 
| 


— 


to ~T bo bo 


Imahaka ..ccccccccccccccee coves 
Pan Mingo... | 
George Clark.+++ssseeeeesereeeee| 40 | 








Seer eceeeseeseeree 


| 


No. of | No. of acres | 
allowed. 





| 
| 


Remarks. 


Relinquished. 





160 | October 12, 1832.....ceeee- 
| 


480 

80 

80 | 
480 | 


do 
do 
do 
do 


| 
} 
eeeeereeseeeeecce 
eeeeeeeseeerecne 


eee Relinquished. 


do 
do 
do 


I certify that this is a true copy from the books made out by me, in obedience to instructions from the War Department, showing 
the various claims granted in the treaty made at Dancing Rabbit creek on the 25th September, 1830. 
Done at the Agency House, Choctaw, this 4th September, 1831. 


Mushulatubbee’s district. ccccccccccccvcccccvccccceccenccecccce 


Whites ...+++... 


F. W. ARMSTRONG, Special Agent. 


Se eee e eres eeseeeee 


CSE a Pe ree eee er TT Te er TET EVE TELE err ee 


INEtRMRIG cGd cabs ceccnessnase seus eebswos seer 


Col. Leflore...... 


ee errr eree esse eseres 


ee eeeeere 


Ceres ereseesecee 


5,598 


97 


248 





5,943 


ee ee 


6,106 


7,505 





9,554 





Register of the names of Choctaw orphan children, and their parents, as far as can be ascertained, which are 


to be provided for by a provision in the Choctaw treaty of 1830, in Leflore’s district. 


No. Names of orphans. Sex. 


Names of parents. 








Male ...«. 
Female... 
Male ...«.!] 


Phelemoontubbee ....--- 
TIGHOKE . o0seve0s0s0000 
3 Tllayamomo0 .eceeseeeeee 


Male ..... 
Female... 
Male ..... 
MBle .c000 
Malo... 
Female... 
Male «2. 
MRIGsse0 
Male ..... 


Longsnake .ecsesseovees 


Marco... ef eeee 


4 

D 1 Mmmeheah 0.0000 0000.00. 
7 Baley 

B | \ASOMDANS os eoss on se ones 
9 Lapatonah . 
Be 1” PABEDOR Sass ee-so see ee osns 


Unocabbee ..occcccccees 
Barton tte eteeee cree eeee 
Washington Trahern......, Male..... | 
14 | Letha Trahern........+-- 
15 Wesley Collins ..+...+++. 


Female... 
Male s iss 


Malo ssss- 
Male .... 
Dale. <... 


Bt I xctcecioranecens 
17 | Acagola ..sccccsccccee.o 
18 | Pesamantubbee.....+.... 


CAGE URE hccheseekaeeel MED GS eeel 


20 James Gray.ccscccccceee Male ...ee; 
21 SAGE nds ansancsecsvesei Damnle.<. 
22 1 PecabAUON cascesccecscs| Mealocssss 


Male.... 

Male ...<.| 
Bale 22s. 
Male ..... 


Hobutayo ..cccececcccee| 
Jahuplubbee ..++..ee eee! 
25 | Leabbee... 
26 | Tohonabbee....eseeeeres 


eeeeeeree tees 


Tapelah ..cessccccseeeee) Female... 


28 NIGtMER 6 askcaxcsenevss| LOmALO... 


29 | Nockishnooah ....-.-.+.., Male.....' 


2 
v 


| 
31 | 
32 | 
33 | 
34 | 


Female... 
Male . <0. 
Male ..... 
Male .s<0« 
Female... 


ROGUE 25200000 ss00n0s00 
Ishtatubbee ... 
Kunneshabbe.......e.e0- 
Ahekatubbee.+++.-.e eee 
Tamowahoma...... 


@eeresece 


| 
35 Oklatubbee ...-e.sceceee-| Male.....| 


| 


| 


TIstonumbobee ..-eeeeeee+) Male .oeee! 
| 


Cannautubbee ......e00- 
Yenonlahonah ..-++eeees 


No 
Im 


Alichhomah ....++. 


Estocha .«. 
Mentoney...«-- 
Yenontubbee . 
Armentoklee .....- 


. 


ckestiah..cccscosceces 


ahatimah o-eeee. 


Cece eeeereeeseeseeeee 


eevee 


eevee 


ee eeeeeeeeeere 


tS eeeeesee 


eoeeetovee 


Abapesah essceecesecees 
TUDIGD. cissn0ssdcawrcdinne 
Ahocatubbee ooeeeceeeee 


Gohonah ..ccccccecccvee 
Wesley Trahern .......+- 


eee 


Cha 


urles Collins ..e+ce.e.. 


Polly Collins, ..sse...+-- 


Pataleche... 


ereeeeer eres 


Chenoke: .s0ssbiswoen sacs 


Me 


Mesiah.-- 
SEGRE 5 c2ssse0ss 
Ishtohoyo .. 


She 


satubbee.... 


LCOPA ees 


eevee errres 


eeeee cess 
ee 
eer eeeeee 
ee ee 


THNIOWAN cos 00200005002 


Chobremme 


er 


. 


Taheally, .sse++seeeeeee 


He 
Ho 


Sully .-++- 


WOAELO . eoccce cee 
tubbee ...-. 


Serer erestere 


eereecese 


Tuskeakoyo «-++++ seeeee 


Canneahoka...-.- 


eeeeeee 


Temioka, ...+-+> See cet 
Imatubbee .....00 cceee 


Tuskohoyo .-+eeeesseeeree 


Onohajo oosceesseccvecees 


WIhGENES sicaccsocce 


Ka 


Onokselle.... 


ISEB assess aves ees 
Anovache ccccesecsccce 


Money, oeeeeccecssevees 
Helechubbee ..++ weseseee, 


Ma 
Ta 


oe errr 


CORRS 6605s 5000%0 
ishtubbee ..secse. 


eee wees 


Peeeeeveee! 
| 


Place of residence. 


Remarks. 





do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Col. Leflore’s district...... 


eevee! 
| 
@ere 
eeee 
eove 


eons! 
see! 
| 


| 
oeee| 
} 


eevee 





eees 
| 
coon 
eevee 
eeee 


Wife or mother not known. 


Mother’s name not known. 


Mother not known. 


Parents’ names not known. 























~ 








10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 


46 
47 


1834.] 


Register of the names of C 


——— 


No. 


1 
2 
3 











LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 
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Y 





Names of orphans. 





Names of parents. 


Place of residence. 


hoctaw orphan children, and their parents, as far as can be ascertained, which are 
to be provided for by a provision in the Choctaw treaty of 1830, in Nittachachi’s district. 


| 










General remarks. 








Wascomme...ssececcee.s 
Achecautubbee ..cceeeee 
Tahonah ..-- 


eeeeeveeces 


Elieshabbee ..scessceeee 
TAtGHAN 46000000 seco nse 


Vahakah 
Maasontimah...essseoces 


Maleshabbee ...seeeees. 
Muckonah ..-+eseeeseees 
Achookmahoyo «++eeeeees 
Pallamme. o-e+sseececess 
Pesahbunah. ...-cscesees 
Apaghtabbee...eveee sees! 
Mahabhonah ........... 
Funabbee ..cccccceesces 
Nooahhomah ...eesseeee 


Elapyuah ceccccccccvces 


NIGH KW asiolcsnsss ecco ee 








Lusunn.... 
Echafahoka cccocssccces 


eeeeeerescesee 


Jim Onefoot. 


Noonatubbee .o..eseeeee) 
WOMUMANS ccs ciccsecccess| 
Holetopah 2... seccccoves| 


Achafatiah .cccesvecesese 
AtGROWWD 6:0: 0 6s-s'si0:0'e:0 
William Garland ........ 
Lapahoka ..--- ce ececeoes 


HIANOIG ccsesces ssa seus 


Tighaur .scecescecceecece 


Anoley .cssecececscevecs 
Atobiah 
Poncklo ..+- 
Shimiotubbee ..++-eeeeee 
Keatubbee 


Tighahakah «sceesseeees 
Mahatubbee ....ceeeeeee 


Muckah eoceeeseeres esse 
Hionah .e+seeeeeeeseeees 


Bima hiss sos0 06s ce ccc 
Lapaley cecesseceeeceees, 
Cunimattah oS ) 


Lewis .. - 
FIGHODAN 6:23 00'os4s cadice.s 


WASHOE 446 s0seives eevee) 
Imultobekah .eececeseee!| 


Imielle..... 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Male .....| 


Male .....| 


Female... 


Male..... 


Female. 


Male..... 


Female 


Male ... 


Female 


Female. 


Female. 


Male ... 


Male... 


Fewale 


Male... 
Female 





Male . see 


Female 
Female 
Female 


Male... 


Male ..... 


Female. 


ee 


Male.... 


Male... 


Male..... 
Male.... 


Female 


oe 


Male.... 


Male... 


Bales ccc 


Male .... 
Male .... 


Male... 


Male ..... 
Male...» 
Male .... 
Female... 


Female 


Female 


Female . 


Male .coee 
Female... 


Female...| 
Female ..| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Female ...| 


| 


Ponchemastubbee...+..-.! 
Pochehokete ...-++ eeeees 
Apehache wececccceccces 

Tewakayo cecccccccccees 
Shaphahhomah ......... 

Imistonabbe ... 
Pootahoka ....+. 


| 
Eliimme 
Ponchahomah......+ see} 
Istantonah.....+... 
Onahhopiah .occccscscees 
PGUON EG Hiislsiceieisicescuicleie co 
Tishoanchahah ......+++e| 
Onahoyo ...0.ecceee os0e8 | 





| 
Onwokabbee ..seeeeeeeee| 
INGOMGIINAN 6:0 0:655.50 cctcaesel 
Elastubbee 
Tonah..s2<< aeleeieetsiovecier 
Nokwalhomal <:0¢00s0000 | 
Istimiah 


eereeerecece . 


Wakanahomah .......0e| 
Heolbmokas <s c<icceevace! 
Shekopeabbee .......60. | 
Ulbegehoyo .....0.e0ceee| 
Nookchahatubbee ....... | 
Kanneahoks <.004003:0:<0' 
Jattubbee ...ecccecscces | 
EGHONO 6000.0 60.6 Seema 
Kunneatubbee ......6-6- | 
OUTHDR /ccsrcloresscweesl 
Teskoonabbee . ecceccecss| 
Hootimasah 
Poncheswakaah ........ 
Stonah 


ec eccccceccccccce| 
| 
Opohols, << ccecscceccee| 
IPARALONEL << <.cs:0.0.0:c1e ese 
| 


Mushulekalt vis.cccssic0ees! 


PUNE 350056 dccesccn 
| 


Cheletambee ...ccececcee 
Manileryesiciciereececsincieaiee| 
TEtBRESHO% cicn's.icciess sis: aie | 
Onahonah s<0.0' 0cci0 A 
Betsey Garland....ecceee| 
Houbwhieacosecwnes wowace 


SEGRE Wihrs siccc oc sveeiceeel 
Hosheshehopia ...+++.... 
Oklestonah...... 
Holetanchahabbee ...... 
ENQUORHO VO: «0 0\c:6'e.0.0.c.0'e'eie 
Cosunauchahabbee ......| 
Hopoketonah 


EMCO MAI ic vcs eciceveee eles 


| 
| 
| 


Mulleletubbee .........- | 
Anchalemastubbee....++- | 
Palehoka .... Sele. wisieiesieiers | 
Okauhekah ......... eee 
PREM Gicc:0.6 0¢cle eiccie aces 
Istoponey .s.e+. eoeeeee| 
Puckanah. ..ceceoe sere! 
Apchache ...-«- cece eeee, 
MPOWRCIO 7 seis sieieolacs6 sees 
Tescauhajo ..... eis eiaieiesie 


SMIGEAIE o\004:0.0als es cise ee 
ANOOKCHCLO.60c.cce cases 
SUKKES secs secccscecces 
Ponchahomah ...-+++ eee 
Achookmeyo ...eeseeveee 
Tiskonokohopia....+.+++- 
Oklahoyo .....+- eeccecee 
Hosheshehopia .. 
Malatonah ..... ale: sisiecsielee 





do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do . 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


-do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Nittachachi’s district ....) 


| 
| 
eee) 
} 
| 
| 


























































Mother’s name unknown. 


Mother, no father. 


Mother, no father. 















































































LANDS. [No. 1280, 





PUBLIC 








Register of the names of Choctaw orphan children and their parents, as far as can be ascertained, which are 
to be provided for by a provision in the Choctaw treaty of 1830, in Mushulatubbee’s district. 




















No. | Names of orphan children. Sex. | Names of parents. Place of residence. | General remarks. 
1 Tishu.++eeeesseeeeeeeee+| Male....- Sashtubbeo ....+...+..+.| Mushulatubbee’s district. | 
2 Shahoye ....esse.seee+5+| Female ... Ahoye, (Wife)... seseeees! do 
3 Kawabbee sess seesee sees! BIGGassas!) wocncee: oesccccvcccoe cece] eee 
4 Shoshconchubbec .....--+| Male....+/ Nockahomah ........... .) do 
. | Ishtaiye, (Wifc)........ . do 
5 Tshihoyo.sseseeeseeeeeee| Female 4.) Tolabbee ..ceeceeeceecee} do 
6 Tishliotabbee .......++++| Male..... Itowallee, (wife) ......+| do 
7 POURED ckecccse| BERlbcacen] csvessesssascacesssensss] eoee 
8 | Olohoshtubbee ..++++..++) Male ....-) Immabbee .....eeeeeeeee! do 
9 | John Pope ...eseeeseeees) Male.seee, Chillechi ....sseeeeeeeee| do 
10 | Nooaka...sesscsseseeeee| Female...| Taninchubbee ..++++++++s} do 
| Hoyoke.seeeeseeeeseeees, do ‘~ 4 
11 | Okestulluah...+++++e++++) Female ..) Ashookhomah ....++.++ee! do 
12 | Achookmahonah........-| Female ..) Shaumaye ...eeesseesees! do 
13 EE Ae ae a ee | do 
OR POPE seecdsccissccscs| Bemale ..| Boiietinah .ssccccceescct do 
15 | Lapimethtabbee .......-; Male..... Phonthe coockGixsckacevst do | 
16 Anloopabbee ......++++++; Male ..... ge ne Eee ee | do | ’ 
17 Pesahhocatubbee ...++++-/ Male... Chufakaloopah ........-- de | 
18 | Hopiatubbee ........0.2-| Male....-| Shuckti ...cceccsccocces do | 
19 | Ounohocatubbee........-/ Male... Mushlatolabbee .seeeees | do | 
| Okesliolas, (wife)....++- do | 
20 | Yaholabbee.....seseee++| Male...s.| Qshtatemah cecccccceccce! do 
21 | Latu...ccscccceseeseees! Maloss+++) Hopeatonah. secs ssee cece do | 
22 | Imokleche ....++++++-+++| Male..s+. Intolah .scecccecceecees do | 
| | Fullepoyo +0 ceesss coe do 
23 | Mishumintubbee been eeee! Malo .<cs51) Tatolabbod: <cecKocceuscsl do | 
24 | Pootah ..seeeeeeeeseeees| Male.sees) Alatimah...ceeecccecees do | 
25 | Konchetimah .....+++++-/ Female...) Laichi ...secseeseeeces do 
| ME: Biedtckaresmebin do | 
26 | Anooahtimah..-+.-++++++-) Female...) Nockneche ...sseeeeeeees do | 
| Tlamehcoka ..+++++++++++| Female..., Anolehoyo ..seeeeceeeees do | 
27 | Oklahimah....++-++++++-/ Female... Maketiah.....+seceeess do | 
23) | Yohla «eee seeeereceeeee 7 Female... Ishalemanoka........... do | 
° 29 Kammala .+++eeeeeeeees) Femaie...| Withockto .sso<sses<ce0| do 
3 Illappolo..s+++eseeeeeees! Male...e. Malipoka .e.seseeeeeseee! do | 
31 Choolabbee ee eee eee cree! Male.....| Oklatubbee ..... o= teens do | 
OR ADU aS oa ee sais do 
} 32 Elafenabbe...+e+eeseeees| Male.sse., Chahola .escsscccccecees do 
) | Shapisthonah ....+.eee. do 
Bi) 33 | —— Female...) Paleche. 0.00 sccescoce do 
i 34 Forbus..seceeeeeeeeceees | Male..... “LOTTA 1 eee eee do | 
1 | 35 Tyahenola.+s++ seers eres) RSME: 4x) | SORIRUDED oe sear aseeseneel do 
Hi 36 | Yocknola ..+ssssceceerss| Male ssses) Otoyote. sececscccesecess do 
Hil: 37 Onohoka..+++seeeeeee ++} Female...) Amopole ssssseseseseeees do 
i 38 Holbah .+++sseeeereeeres! Male.ses. Hostoma .scsee cece cece do 
i 39 Alex. Pitchlynn ..-++++++/ Male...... James Pitchlynn......... do 
ii 40 | Eben. Pitchlynn..+-+++++! Male... Wihamiyo 2.000 ceseccee do Chickasaw woman. 
| 41 Imalotubbee ...-+eseeeess] Male.....) Nowabbee .ccccesceesecs do 
Wi 42 TWO More .oeeeereeeeeees| Maleg...., Kachihoke .....seeseeees do Names not known. 
i} 43 Teskache .eceeseseeeeees| FBemale.... Hatockhoollo.....+...-.- do 
Hi Okestuniah ..... oe cccees do 
i 44  Oklahajo.s.esseeceeesees Male ..... Shamyotubbee .....e.ee- do 
ji Tehohonah sésdencasooeee do 
i} 45 | Thame ....secccescceseee| Male.--.-! Ophehonah......... Pisin do Mother's name not known. 
4] 46 Pintabbee «ess seeeeee-| Malewscee) cece eeeee Cdesesesceeree| soscesescoescesescvesecs| Father's tame anknows, 
47 SGLAIEMEca ashe ctcncaenere LOND ss cl) Kobees eesecuascedeccuecs Dhabes hoes eueeneNbiaseny Mother's name unknown. 
48 FStOMUMDIE. so cesnnuen] Mle cscs |) aokews See ee ee cree serene cece cesccscccscccserse,, Parents’ names unknown. 
49 Henry Rucker.......+--- Male ...../ Tingbabbeo .....sesesece| seccccccsccesesececscees| Mother's name not known. 








I do hereby certify that the foregoing register of Choctaw orphan children was taken by me, by order of the Choctaw agent, and 
that I have faithfully attended to this duty, to the best of my knowledge, throughout the nation. It is to be observed that the names 
of the orphan children and parents are in separate columns, and the sexes; but the age of the children could not be ascertained, as 
Indians know nothing about their ages. All this duty was done previous to the 23d of July, 1831. 

Given under my hand, this 17th day of December, 1831. 


Indians will scarcely ever tell their names, nor do they know anything about their ages. 
M. MACKAY, U. S. Int. 


I do certify that Mr. Midn. Mackay, a sworn interpreter for the Choctaw nation, has reported to me the foregoing names as orphan 
children in the Choctaw nation at the time a treaty was entered into at Dancing Rabbit creek in the month of September, 1830. Also, 
said Mackay was strictly charged by me to perform this duty according to a provision in said treaty respecting orphans. All of this 
business to be done previous to the 23d July, 1831. 

Given under my hand, this 17th day of December, 1831. W. WARD, U. S. Agent C. N. 
It is to be observed that the captains in each district made out lists of the orphan children at the payments of the annuities. But 
this business I well knew required much accuracy, so as justice might be done to the government as well as the Indians. Therefore, I 
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Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





gave up the papers as made up by the captains to Middleton Mackay, a sworn interpreter, to go throughout the nation, and make due 
and diligent inquiry of all who might come within the provisions of the treaty, and register the names of all orphans, and their parents, 
and ages, and sexes, with the place of residence in this nation. Mr. Mackay has returned the foregoing list of names, stating to me 
it was impossible to get the ages of Choctaw Indians, and that he had done everything in his power to accomplish this work. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


W. WARD, Agent C. N. 


Register of Choctaw names, as entered by the agent previous to the 24th of August, 1831, who wish to 


become citizens, according to a provision of the late trealy in 1830. 








| | | | 
| | a 
Date of entrics. | Names of persons who wish to remain | = a = = | General remarks, &e. 
five years. ae om | 
| Sc = H 2 5 
| a) ee 
i April 18, cesses) “TR NR vse aes a sescccsascweasca 4 | 3 | White man, with Indian wife. 
May 7, 1831....++++. Iklanabbee EERE eR ee Cone ree alate | 3 | Indian man. 
May 7, 1831. .+eeeees) Onatamba cececssvccceccccsccceccccees, sees | 3 | do 
do ecoeees Samuel Byington ..seseeeeeccsecceesces, seeee wees do 
do coscces! Alabacha .oeoccccccccccccccccescccccss| 2 | seeee | Indian woman. 
do eccceee! Jack Jinkins .. cccccccecccccsevcccsccce| 3 evens Indian man. 
May 17, 1831 ..+++++) Samuel Cobb .....ceccecceeceseeccecces, 4 | 1 Indian half breed. 
do ceases) Sele PUIG s sic seve -c6scccscvensees 4 | z 
do sesieees| JOhW PIGkINGs «200000 0000 000s cee sececce ak a 
May 20, 1831 veenee Hartwell Hardaway ..sccccsecceccccees 3 | 4 | White man, Indian wife. 
May 23, 1831 .e-ee++) Henry Garvin ..ccecccececeerecessececs 1S | camese +} do 
do eae George Murpheyeceseceercceecccescccee| 4 | 1 
i aekans! I i siciscs sd vine ccisccdesces 2 | be] 
do eceeees) William Christy . sees ccecesseccceccceee 4 |} 4 
June 13, 1831.+-++++ Alexander PN Seiscsientinsdsees) 5 | 2 Indian half breed. 
do pieAtereee tobert Honeock ...cccccccccccccccsscce 3 2 
do cooovee| Arthur Kerney .cccccesecccccccccccccss| 2 | 1 
do psornes| TRG DOE saaecieswesescdescsssids| soon auaisinte Half breed woman. 
do eoseees! Robert McGilvery ..-seeceeccceccceeees oeeee do man. 
do mleiereloeiei| QMO EERIE WU aI IGRI 6.3 /ova so 9: 5:0 ola jo: o0eeieie aise aie 0 4 White man, Indian wife. 
do sieateetls |, DENI a OD TASH OES s:6'p0 01h sie; dein. eisisleieieleisle's 3 | 3 Half breed woman, 
do eoccees| Zadock Brashears...eccccccceccceccsece 2 1! do man. 
do eisieiete Turner Brashears, jr. escecsseecsecccces, coves | weber do do 
do eepieeceilt| HA PORISEAMLOHY -isiciarate'sia:svolsaieevela wiate oa oats 2 Sones White man, Indian wife. 
do peewee FMV OI ¢:r171 2: CRBC ERA COCCI IODIDE COE 4 2 Half breed man. 
do eisisineieie | Rachel Brashears....ceccsscevceescocce 1 eee do woman. 
do wees MGS Roenula well. sss oiciec c nara nie cclecicisiceee 2 wile White man, Indian wife. ° 
June 14, 1831 pare) (WORD NOSED <<.c¢:0..00 0 s:910,60ie sieiseis eesic 2 “aese Half breed. 
June 16, 1851....-- Otemansed...ccccccroccscccccccccccccs| cssce ceeee Indian woman. 
do eccccce, Hugh Foster o.oo. seccccecccccscecccces 4 wisiersie Half breed man. 
do cocccce| SdMes Fostere cee cccesceccccccccecceces 4 oeniose do 
June 18, 1833. .ee00+) Sim TOM. ese ceee cece cece ccsuccvececces 4 ey do 
do secccee| OhOYAn. coccccescveccccccccecccescvccs 4 areal Half breed woman. 
June 21, 1831.....-- Charles Buchanan ....ccccccccccses coves 2 auaceere White man, Indian wife. 
June 25, 1831....-- Henry Johnson eeeecesecesecccecccescee  ceees decenusee do do 
do eesseee! Lewis Bryant .cccecccccccccccesccecccs : 2 do do 
July 2, 1831....6....) Henry Pebworth....eseeesceeceeeeceses 4 2 do do 
July 5, 1831.........| John Jones..--- eigieiesiepisissicisieleisisieleelaisine| sibiees 1 do do 
do sesseee| ORCOD DANNEIS. 0005062 cece seciesececces 4 aceierie do do 
do eecccce! Mathew Lebrush ..ccccccccccccccccccee| ccvce nace do do 
do eccccee| Tsnewe Durant. .ccccccccccccccccccccccs! sasee 2 Half breed man. 
do eee William Hall.... cece ccccccse vccvcccves 4 3 do 
do eeeeeee) Betsey Pinson....-.- coc cerccceccnecee: 2 1 do woman. 
do secsoee! William Lightfoot . +... cece eeeececevees 3 aisielae do man. 
do seceeee Anthony Parress. eee sceseceecessceeees 3 eeeee White man, Indian wife. 
do eooccee! Lewis Robertson. ...+cccccccecccccvcces 2 cece 
do coosoce| Lyman ©. Collins ....sccccescccsceseces| covce eer Indian man. 
July 18, 1831.......) Jack Tom.eeeecceecsseceee cee aisielesieere 4 wlaldiere Half breed man. 
July 26, 1831......+| Sophia Pitchlynn.+.+seseeceeeeeeceecee 1 3 do woman, 
Aug. 3, 1831....0++| Noah Wall.....cses coccceccoesssccccs 2 2 White man, Indian wife. 
Aug. 13, rr Susanna Graham. ...-cccccvcccccecccces cece iz Half breed woman. 
do ssvesee] Anne V. Lewellyn...scesseccecceeccees, sere 1 do 
Aug. 23, 1831. ..-++) John McGilvery .eseeeeeecseeceseceeees 3 do man. 
do ovcenes| Cancer DROGvery ..nsccccsccsedsen sone seeee | do 
do paeel Little Leader... cece cececececesecccees 3 | Indian man. 
do See eewe| OUR cccewacsecesees oes cececceevees} | a 


{ 
eeceree 


do 
do 
do 
do Sisisvereiorsi| 
do | 
do 


eeeveee! 





Eyatubbee sccessseccceceweceseesccecce| 
Hiatubbee .... 
OHANRNDCE: s6.0.0-6100.4.5 cee vicseesiescsineee| 


Oguahotonah..eecessescecreecveccceces 
Tusononsha .cccceccccccccccscccce cocres 
Anokactubbee..sceccceccsevcsevseevees| 


eeeee 


eevee 


ereose& KK bt KH bt bh bt *¢ 


Indian woman. 


Indian man. 
























































































2, 























134 


PUBLIC LANDS. 














[No. 1230, 

















Register—Continued. 

« 2 | ao ou | 
o a o & | 

=? | 65 

Date of entries. Names of persons who wish to remain B “y fa General remarks, &c. 

five years. .] oF 

6 o 

As Ae 

5 °o 

Aug. 23, 1831.....+6| Lalahnia....csseceeesseeeveccccecceees 3 2 
do eebees DN sisvcssiiseasesivcsnssis| SesGdeel sesaxbus 

do Rcaccett MI acid henkside hese cncesoasenes| 2 2 Indian woman. 

do pee ene EE DE ORC TT PEE, 3 2 
do Soneens| oc apuccl 3 2 
do eee ecee| De riius conse cikanlaceeens 3 3 
do seeeeee| Nawahhona .seeessseececeecceceeseeeee| 2 3 





I do certify that the foregoing persons did apply to me, as agent, to have their names registered to remain five years, and become 


citizens of the State, before the 24th, 1831. 























W. WARD, U. S. Agent. 


tegister of the names of all those Choctaws who served @ campaign under General Anthony Wayne in 1794. 


Twenty of them are provided for in the late 


treaty of 1830. 








NOE ok 6x6 sso niedeceusee 
eS EET E CCT TOT OE ET CCC TT 
AVCHD Perea sa kine ee ees ee cake 
MEEINETAVOIDING. ccc x anw ones ce osiciaeesis 
Ne eae REE CRA 
BEEIMIIKIO 1 Poco as aes Moke ease 
PE 7.1 2E4 be KAO K SAD SRO ASSO 
PIR OPOOAMG. . 20 ccccccccsscsccsones 
i PT eee T Tee TTT eT TTT Le Te eee 
PLASMA nico s Kcr ae ese ieee Gwe 
SOGUMSINION os hic bb pine oo oe Sees wae O ea 
“LPOLIS bh OGRE as Sieg = a ey eee asm 
PMOL. 666s os csenseebse sens oe 
BORROGR cscs cere ced oe sobesiswss oes 
PAREN ches ck ans oceans aise Sm 
SGAMIM uc aewauce nena ee ees eeue cis 
PIMPS: Ane sccks piece busses esau 
LES OC LINC CT ae ne eee nen er nena ee 
DODCORNOTID. 2 oceans ccsceccedves cee 
IBM cela eee ole Oo eee eke) <.w% 
SInAMIGIe!. 3c Epes ois ee ean sus ae 
OAS cGah s Geos Case Sake See ser eee 
SUUKOMNo ee Sher aco estes dean 
SACL Se eon Sey ee ws eee ees 


| In Leflore’s district. 
....| Mushulatubbee’s district. 
| 


do 
do 
seams do 
neal do 
| do 
| do 
veut do 
| 
| 


oe 56 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
eH do 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
re do 





Total number now living is 24, and only 20 are provided for. 


A list of claims allowed, 








W. WARD, U. S. Agent. 


under the treaty, in Greenwood Leflore’s district. 











Names. No. of acres. No. of acres Remarks. 
allowed. 
Chief Greenwood Leflore.....seeeeeeeeeeeeceecs blew Gmkw see 250 2,860 Provided for in treaty. } 


Capt. Kullishubbee. ..+. sees cece cece cece cece cccscsees 


20 


Joseph Nelson... ..0scecceccccccecceecccccscvescceves scones 
Catharine McKinney.....cecceccceccceccescccecces cescsces| 40 | 
Truman Smith ....ccccecccccccccccevcsccceesesseseees voce! 30 


James Stanley .cccecccccccccccccccccsscccsses ccvvccsecves 
Thomas Everage. .eceseeesceseecceccecescccceseeeet sseces| 
William Ott ....0cccccecccccccccccccccvcccecccscccccccees 
Benjamin Brashears Sb50ed dss ners ereessebevnesoveseessese| 
Major Lewis Leflore ...scesecssscceccceert cecnccees 
Edmond McKinney. ...+ecssecessecccccccccsceccececescvce| 12 
aback krxbeciead ieee bend erkaurneexereses| 
Turner Brashears..ccccseecccccccses ccc vsssss seeveceeveces 


Piste MAIO ONMOIG, 295s ose en sew eeew esse se eeiaee 


Vaughn Brashears....+sccsecesesscccccvceccssavescsceeces 20 


150 
50 
20 
14 

o eceeee 300 


12 
50 


480 
320 
480 
480 
640 
960 
320 
160 


1,280 


160 
160 
960 

80 





Provided for in treaty. 


Provided for 2 sections. 


Provided for in treaty. 


vane DPR SS 


Provided for in treaty. 
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List of claims—Continued. 


















Names. No. of acres. No. of acres | 
allowed. 





J. Roback. oscces ceccce ccvccccccccnccscccsceces ssececcees 60 
Gilbert Bs Collins <o160 056 cece wcincccdciccsecosvecessscetece 8 
Ephraim Loyd PTeTERUPLOCELICeCICerererrererreerrrrrrr ry TT 47 
Woses FOSters 0.00 +0 000000 6006 soesesemescccsecsscscccscces| 15 
NF AMGIT CO aisle lorse oe e's lors a's s\cielaiaiainic'e'e/6 Clee sleieie etieis eiviels cis oes | 3 
Argan Graham « oe.cccceccee .ccvcvecccecesevcccecssscesecce| 110 


Alexander McGakcy..sceccee seccccctccccccccecceccesccce! 80 
Kancha (Wid0W).+esscccecccescecccencceces sees ecesecsces s 


Pacechubbee weet e eee eeee cree neeret esse nees sees eeenaseees| 3 
John Frazier. sseeceseeeeeereeceneeeen ceeeccenseaeseecsees, 30 
Stihaka occccccccccccercccccvcvcccces csvset cccccves ccccce| 15 


Gat. Alexander UTAZIO“ < v6.000<.60 00 cece sccescdscossccecsces| 15 
sil 2 


Tsanc Impson occocesecscccccscccvccec cece cocces ccvccccees 


(OCHS en LOD BOO CRITE CU OOD BEC D OL LIC ADOC BOCOL TOO OC OOICOAOREE 


120 
40 


Samuel Long ooeeceeeccseccccseccccet cvcccceccceccceecces 


Lewis Ward -oeeccereececceteccccccesecerceeet nsec ececeees| 


i 


Hotubbee..ceccccccceccsccevcsevecescsesssscevcessceseses| 


—_ 
b 


FAMOS POST +: s\co0\06!s'000 0050.0 se sieweercceccsedoeecces see! 


~ 
es 


TM TONE ICHOEO: 0106-0 «6.4.90 001 c10'0in 00/6 o0'0.4,0'010.0'6 abe se aeiecieens 


feo) 


Capt. OkchIa veee cece cece ecee voce eces eves erect eens cceees, 


— 
~ 


Pe aUUI CDs o'0's'0 4:5:09 e10's viv lois 016 vie 0 aise 0.406 ese cl snesbseeeeciesic 
TahMatubbee 060 vcccccce seccccccccccsecccccscccecececes 
Tashpinanchihubhee oeeecssescsccccesceseccccceccccceceees 
SOHHOTG i es 361s) ic Gates.6 8010 ales eds wisreeaenieceeeee sce a veelines 
Capt. Choknabee. ..cessccceccee - cscsvcceccvccccces ccccss 
MelitlG ait ctarrisiew atisiwies cies os nies e.clss ciciea eis caseeeeiecinls Se egreeiciees 
BUBHIAGHUDUEO «s <:0.slcie1n'c «isis 0410-06616 60 :44:4,0:0.6.050'9 0006 60%0'e 660. 
DAs TIGtuV0S cescssivecccwccesce 004100 00600000 60 be bercevees 
Abipahah ...cccoccccscccsss cccecccses cccn sees ccccesccccce 
MERI BU EESASGao lon ie. u iota sisip saiereietwio-© eivle vals meeie sie 64 6 01g 6s 06lcio.beleicie-ciele 


Capt. Shields ....0+ cccccecccccccccscccevcvccccccvscveccces 


to bo 


TSI 5416 '5'0.6 wislka s 31's 601610 ol0'e 00-09 O16 6:615)6/0.01010 oe ele wale e povwisiell 


TU) 0 EYOPIORALIOR ROR TICE Tee PREECE ST RICCO Ieee eee 


_ 
we 


CUTS 2 ROS IAES USI OAC ROC SORT OLCICS IIR RETEST ESIC e| 


4 


Red Turkey ..cecc.cccccccccccccsc ccc ccs ccsscccssceccces 


bo 
i—) 


Ne Oey UE STS o SOUCEICRST SACI OTT CCE TOS EEIE IC IE IERIE TAT EOIN 
23 
13 
12 


MPEGS 5 :0:9:015'6) 501519 '076)0 (0 05678 oses4 Wie e010 :0 10606 6.60 9/0i8he siglbieeleineie'ee 
IRANI TNIN Rs 00:59 01v0's 015: Si0ie:4)6,056b eb sl6i6 1060618) 5' 6 vicieis oceans ee'eibes 
Elihiyah ..... © cece ecee cece ence recees veces eeees cee occeeee 


Srinath al PRECIP TET TCE ET ESET ET ees ee 
2 


. 
o 


UR CMNSAE ave n'0'0 0514 0s 4.8 0d bog Sv un Wib wie oie-8: 05/6 oes wa bie eieiale eee 


to 


me wo or 


STL TU APRPEO ELE] ORCL OOL ENE ODI IEE IOI Ca oe TOr S| 
Ticknohona (Widow) ecceccsecccccccccccccccecccevece See] 
Big Pumpkin o see 0000 cccccecscescccccccsecessccsecceseces 
OEE SEAS CRSA CRUSE ERSCE LOIS SCI IE WIC Cee CAREC 


MSU POND x «'010'6.0 0 0°50 1915/00 10'0 viele:slewls [0106.6 016 t:0\418) 010% 16 wisi. c'6ie'e 


INES SDS DAS Spo GOO CIEL DEO DUCE OOOO CLIT EE ICI ae 3 
UNGU eC CDI Yrs! o(e:a!oicieleielslers oeie\e'e/e!sie-eliateia\e,aieia's, 414.0: 6:615/s/6:016\sleleleseisie’s 20 
Charles Hayes ..csiccccesccccccccccccsssccccscscccsasceces 20 
PSPUAE CHIN 1 010 1016 cie'e!siieinisie w siale ainie e:4ieisie'-0016.0/n1s s0leloiaeieleeisicioie .| 

RGUMIT AOR ftils ie: 00's 01016) elu'e'a''g!osalnia :e/¥ 6;0:66:a/0\s)ei¢.vieis. Sieieleicleiscueners 15 


Wakatubbee ..cccss csccccccccce secs cece cece cccevccscceces 5 
MIL CHOIR ce. 5 siereie's s:siele vie sis/s\c\s1a:s(e;0 414s 0 e(e:is) e-10/6 elsisieieiasisiaiaie-s| 5 
MUATUiced INIA DENG Seine siele eo’) v'e'els) c/ele/siviaie 6.01510) sieie edie o18 sie sleicicienie | 40 


20 


RU URAISES Ta LAB U ATA coi aco. olga lo ia vols, ou6ere 0 y0°alelo,9%01e-p die wwtemiewee eeleciauust 3 


BOURGOIN gars iares0's'.o-9 oo) 0 070106 0°: 6.410016 0166.6. 61669 Wieieio se wie eiesw etere wm 


SONAR aE RAENT CATT CA sicis' 5 o-> avec) oie'F aieiei6! aia dsdvarks a ales: oale ele eieieisl le eel 10 
Rs, SII isan ccs hie siweeribacceawswensel 20 
PSAUMUEL WOSEOT) o o1n,0i6 sis 6i01ssie/ele/aveiaiele «ers, evaio.e oicie bie aiaeeie oases 40 
IVVIRIA TENNER PIV Rs C1 G07 1a oieie9'61 0.06/10 0: 6orsilnleie og sieisilore 0/010 aie’elerslele aisle sie 4 
SWC EI ie Vole lore icisioreoiavore siciaie/NeweTorsielaco Wis eiciciee eisnc@ie epiaeee ee 50 
NN a hitin a xdachndnasicdeceesssiestbenesdadscnead 30 
William I i aiccoeixminiuk tar cconnwaaeinnsyaneds] 12 
RVNALES SADIE Lig PONUSUE Les toss esas: cio.e"aieforstourais wieio bine. 8idlow season hae newel 200 
LUTTE SIU) COSCO OOOO CCAS. Te CIA TICLE Men ieeeert PERN 23 
PE a6 0S CaN KeNwhie Rede esw snes Ska wees ateNDeesl 50 
—epaas Belen, eT EET OCC CPOE COP POPE 50 
James RAS ied acaba wiiececseexiticaaksl 

Perry, (widow) EGE a ee NEC eee ee 30 
I BIN ie Se paca vnchwiag shes Sexdwine beens cave! 

Sati saan EO ETO EET CORT OTC T OTC T TEE | 3 
DUN AR ETON EOL EN 5\scaiein:0 (018-08) o us waive wis ei Silo al ai lalsvelouorsatersio’s 12 
MOONEUDDOC c:'0'0.0:0 00 seins esos Sisters Winters. saisiu earsieid ebsreaiele. serie i 
SDICEIO UNO HEB eeiein « ciars ai sielerssrcleikiave a bre eera dis alonctia aie eeec| 20 


peeked 
SEO PND HE TID DOR WAAR 


| 
| 


640 
80 
480 
640 
80 
640 
960 
80 
80 
480 
160 
160 
80 
160 
960 
480 
80 
160 
1,280 
400 
160 
80 
80 
80 
400 


160 


320 
320 
80 
160 
80 
80 
480 
320 
80 
80 
320 
960 
80 
640 
480 
160 
640 
320 
640 
640 
320 
480 
640 
80 
160 
80 


Remarks. 








Provided for in supplement. 


Provided for in supplement. 


Provided for in supplement. 


Relinquished. 


Relinquished. 


Relinquished. 
Relinquished. 


Relinquished. 


Provided for in supplement. 
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List of claims—Continued. 


Names. \No. of acres. No. of acres 





CAPs MIOMNOM .n56es~\csncnnweecseseedeasscseassannesecsices 
ISBAROR: ASS IED cosh acow sbauy shou ssebses eb bens bose cde 
MODEL MUNDLe Sess eue whee Robs cakubn seek oe Sob cose ees sabes 
Estenonachubbee. ...0..00 cesses cece S30 Sod ee 
Dir eEOMILD Dcchbsick sscbaenraeosdn bh suka caeoeeeees cho 
Se a) eee PAE SEEE anes een see esse) 
PPRUDN UIE sesh ecebeneen esse ens knee anseissc sean ess oeseses 
PRIM a bere ures npesewew bone senenseescus bnsdas senses 
Attobetoona..... pease bebe sede Ades a+ 0 6hSh bob 46 5564S 50040 
SPHENOL SMIMMIINOI Gasp epesabacesesubbneorassck se eenches cas 
RDOP WAY ecn Semon nose wn snnwss sce eiheneinas clea nenisiss soe 
Tth. Abitookchiyo...eeseeee ceeee Sehbe hes Shoe keene kee ease 
BARMRIEUDED . aseba0eseesnisbees esha seenbes>eaubesasecessss'| 
PARESODT AOED PES osx m2 n'010 010 0000 ose ccee nese bese voce cobees 
PCD URERRN Shoe ss hu bbe wsaao40n6 5s 04> abaeoses ehenwaes 
SHORE CTANES nase 00s ow 00 o0000 5 nee'ocec esses teense eccee 
Emashapa, (widow) ...+....ee. eee eReaenee >See eee paeabses 
MPLAGIRIA SESE lL boss Bane eborsm han hase chee e he leeSiuewecs 
Cunnahmiyah ..00cececcccccse cccees cece scsees sees cesccoes 
apt. TscR Ore ssc. 2s 00s 2000 000000000050 000s 0esesesccesees 
ScDIMEE Ghee ions bnveweub bosses ease See eeleseews 
LUMUR cs Sinks skbbe bees aenk knabs ses esbes woes oekeeee ces 
PEL MINIER Dooe Pies bene ehehncen anes casenaeoeeesceosceseen 
RUDOELMMENNE Daca ssehabeshewens nese Sones huseusseseeudsee 
SPIRE OMMEY Ohne ohiow ss buiecse kes s oenbisSss wake news omdeiewls 
DIME MMEDEDE chia s cheese ssh sssspscsenkthbsbeeres seuss 
DEIR GD teb heabahapeshn bush ceawisens sab esbic Bbc ease esas 
BEANO ME MRID Gs bavos aces sa sbkoan beGobsdebeablcs bass causes 
PABTS ARAGON. 520% c0acnnn sis acne ode sees sbbsceveee See 
BULL BIDNDID Shs ne. Shwe belied OAboeN ss bobs bee Shen ase w seeded 
DOME phesicmaaheseuses >banaes ens iobekesba bukeesew secon 
ATRUERIR AONRLOWD sso bons pe abso nn'ee oes 0ssonSeksasecae cece 
HENMAN DOR ES sobe eas abe ease ssw sesernsensace se eeeeee! 
UGGS Lokphharkwebe pee sese ue sOween Sees kakso sans cchueee 
RPOVS, SPRUON, bens ows os ween unuecuneev see dieses cescepess 
MEEIN rupee seh bine aeeb anh base ness oe scasoseksseeNace asc 
ABBMM co otadbupons Oabaoeus ks &obuses pie bs SNES G ESS dns bse 
RMDIIBN icuchicnbsnekeune sees sek Gun eGeSck Was eseesses aphee 
UMMMEMUNDO Gk ossh hops inches ous eo eoeSouened coke se daewnkes 
Ry WV DOK 5 oo e5a nos bsienccese pebeebebenceeescaaneses see 
PERMMINDMIG pp cb be seabiceshowakoe se beens sash e oveneassuwes 
IO CASI oboe seh eoen tks ne eee Saabaae haba ewseehcu ee 
ROKINS CRUDW I Ge ub oon inceoesns accede Ghsd SUS ee basse uae es 
GUAT MOATTIDOMADE Sess wins s bwiee cows o055 0.540500 0000 000000 
DMEM RUDDED nash ssssasbs as sble se bbss 6004 eos0eeneas ca 
EAIOND Shibbboe bees keesboss 5646 assess obssSe00%0sN8% Shales 


Capt. Washshahshamastubbec ......ececcccccccccccccccvece 


Tishohnawah. ........-. cece cece eet eee e es cece eee eneccees 
Pingard or Buzzard ...+-seeeeees cece ee eee ce ceee cree cccnces 
Massa McKinney, (widow) .....- sess alspunabses¥ one kpaasss 
Passubbee . .ccecsccecceceeee ee cceee Seco e cree cc cees wees 


HIAE GHOMSNUDY 25.05 26ub se 0p snis sew en 0sse0 6s eeen on0b:0css 
SRM ROMDNLG pen W Gs ee noes eee ne bs ache See6 bees see arcane wess 
[MAIN PONIES G6ub ub bebs asin bo ohne ses bebe Lwebuwsesaasus 
ee eM MINE hob wiehciesen bab eos seen ee aSaace ube uawece 
Ser DNDN Shoe nebhsoss boon Gee sone Nebo aese saws wssaaesss 
SROMGRUDM oh passe suenkn sion eosbboesiee Sb bé.o0inses 0000 ovens 


RUE SHIN winbhes apeaaeee woke We se eGo bskeeneesbeeeee cous 


OGGn WiAkd sisss 0050 peeb bean hos Selesesehinee ees ees Seanees 
DEAE MIRO, GR Gabe asses nearer eee hesoussse se ba eeeicene een 
SIT PRONE hsb bsenasenasee usw se puae bab Nee hese eeiskeeba ses 
PAVE OU sees 6asss000 son eases bess nese seks Sbeieee” 099 esse 
MMO RBI scos besos ocudseoe oew pisieh sb Sb abies Wwe Sen ceyics e's 
SRRAMDAIR Kaine h omens icnnbiecs suche eesewesaeesesaseinscass 
James Gipson 2.00 cccccscecscecces (eee e awed usewinncbieres oceee 


SIMEY PACU noma s 500% ona) (onus nesipnissisene ives wees ceases 
PON ABNER) sass esinn boob ab eniaeaben Shes eas s* oss-onencsee 
POM Re GNADN. pineowaeess nase Maes scab beieeeeeesaccesswseal 
BRINE SESUEbS ou ae Beas mbkw 6 ook G aks boa eS Soko So kksa ks 
POMC MINNTIS. rope ss. cices sens keGesan’s eseseasecoscacoe coe 


SOMO CoE h eh n ee seheee Go seeder eNoasce assed ise Keleeics 


RIANte MAOHIANUIIA <audwkassubnvesarsnbedashonvossucies pb is'ss\e 
RE NOMN MUMBO ao s5 ieee Gach oes wocubs Ss neoe kuoesa sd ness 
PHMIAUD chide nencaaseakuenas bNSSS EROS OSES MESES bas Ssee eS0% 


PBSC MDNIDNE. cs cbneeeusisecaackeu pee pebeleee wash wae sex 
EGRIM Cabin cose econ case ubtba boxkeeeeks Sdbuahawen ben euesee 


w~w w ve 


as 


km BD et te 


bo bo bo bo bo bo bo bo 


it 00 
wb 


20 


a 
Cc pe bo 


ee ee | 
Ono nwye oO hy we OC 


12 


10 


allowed. 


480 
960 
1,280 
80 

80 

80 


320 
160 
960 
80 
160 
80 
480 
80 
160 
160 
80 
960 
80 
400 
80 
80 
80 
160 


[No. 1230, 


———. 


Se ss 


Remarks. 





Provided for in supplement. 
do do 
Relinquished. 


Relinquished. 


Provided for in supplement. 


Relinquished. 
Hlis name should be Placide Crapes. 
telinquished. 


Xclinquished. 


do 


Relinquished. 


Provided for in supplement 


Provided for in supplement. 


Speaker. 


| Relinquished. 
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List of claims—Continued., 


Names. 
Capt. Red Dog .seeeseeeeeeee eeeee Cece ecer cree ccccccccs coe 
Mehatema, (Widow) ..eee+cceceeeeeeeeeeeeee cs euae eimwewisiels 
Hallentah...+cccscccccccccvecccscccccvese coves eveeeme 


Capt. Pickens ...+.++- 
Mrs. Harkins. ..++ cccccseccs 
Capt. Cobb. see seecceveceeees 


Tokala Cee e eee eee eeeeeses eeeeeF eee tH oeeeeeee FHF seseeees 
Tomahajah. sooeceee seceeceereecceeceeces RR athe. ut 
Shalkoficha .- 
Analachabee . 


Suna .cccccccecccsccccccccccccces 


Be SCC LOC Re ree 
Moses Frazier..eccccccccccccccvccccccccesccs 
Benjamin Frazier. oee+es cece ceeeeeceeeee 
Louis Frazier. ..+- aiglove ie esis eleceis cies aia auteladiol ea Nararaie eae rales 
1th. Mrs. Wilson..... cee. agentes Siete a tiaiate aielecialeeee ae 


George Harkins. ++++-+ eee cece cece cece cece cece cess veeees 
Tuskamataha ..... Seale rea Saseaes a cary We eta weekend 
Betsey. cece ccecsccces sevcccvsee ces aisivsleieisisereesieie eiap siete 
Anubbee. «+++. Seen eee eeeee ence teen ence ees Rar reseeress's eet 
George Turnbull... ecee cece ceeees BEER OL OIC OO ON COCO RICE 
Capt. Thomas Lays. .eeeee eee cece ee ecee cree eeeces ceneee 
Moses Perry. cece cece cccccree cece ccseesseseeeecssseeees 
John Cafry. cccecccecccccccecccccvsecceens Ce eee cscs cceees 
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UNOUUE s.scaesaseroes eeccece eecceoee oe eeeeeeereere eee 
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15 
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15 
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allowed. 


1,280 


~_ 
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820 
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640 
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80 

80 
160 
640 

3280 
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80 
480 
4380 
320 
480 
480 


No. of acres 
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LOCATION UNDER THE CHOCTAW TREATY. 


{cemarks. 


Provided for in treaty, 2 sections. 


November 23. 


Lelinquished. 


Provided for in supplement. 


Novem. 24. 


do 
do 


do 


Nev. 24, 1831. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Nov. 23, 1831. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Nov. 24, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
treaty. 


telinquished. 


do 
do 
do 
Relinquished. 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 





Was a captain at time of 


Relinquished. 
Nov. 24, 1831. 


Relinquished. 


Provided for in treaty. 


Relinguished. 


Nov. 23, 1831. 


do 
d 0 


November 23, 1831. 


do 
do 


Relinquished. 

do 

do 
Relinquished. 
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List of claims—Continued, 


Names. 


| 


nt — ioetoens - | 


Charles Carney,..seeressceeeeccccccccetecees seneeeeecees 
Capt. Big Cloud ...ccccceescccceccccscceccseet seesce secsee| 
Taskapicklecha ....cceecscecccececeet cocescccee cece cesses, 


RT See TT ee Te TTT LETT LTTE LEE Ere rrr re 


15 
12 
12 
10 
15 
12 
30 


Capt. Tishbahoma, ....seeeesccceeccccescccevcccereceeeces| 
William Mackey,...cseeccccecceccescecvecccecccescccecese| 
Ostamubbee .. ccccccccccccccecccc cesses scccccccccccccscee| 
Timmastonad...ceeecscecccecccccccecceccceccseecesseececees, 
QUIEN cose es hwn vss anne snes sone anny sneGinsdoe'eseeeenesee} 10 
12 

12 


30 


Nukowahoma,... corse cece cccccsccccccscvcccccesvcscsssccs| 
WONG cc sesesns0s0 snnenene conse oo 000s ccce c ccc tces cscs eens 
ERED och s 5 bn eos nes 5040 bc0n ses 50050 4060 5e0eeese e005] 
Red Turkey Wing ...cceccecccccceccccccccccrecceses secees 
Foyahi bed 00.0000 ccccccce cece cccese cccncs coesccesceveccce| 
TEV OKADI sive cease 4000.0:00000000 0000000 00b0s0008s cose0s00 


RRMA EERG ebb bees oS Gobo ae es oo0enbSs bens Se leb se asoe acon 10 
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30 


100 


Capt. William Hays ......c0cccccecccocccsccsccce pwaealeseelt 
Benjamin Laflore ....0ccccescccccces coves ccccccsccccccccs| 
John Ellis .....scccvccccccccccescvccsccsccscccccsesececcce| 14 
Wormelits Carney. 2.00.0 +000000s00see 000000000000 sneces cece 7 
| 15 


10 


RDM MNIRAR Ach isshe nesses bose sede boeken sd cake eS oocesae 
WSIRDMME CER EG Ace bebsuise ssh eoseubses ss ee Acssaasansnser 
OMIM hob b ech cchwSssh nee swans rsh bokeh kee enias 
PRIA IMR EROL Be bk oo heaweokwns sss senses uses ston asieain ses 
DINPNIRIR GC aca cise babes cube bch ounsb eee Seas sees eese esse 
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PMEIGDIREND . aches sob acaciusen noes 655% 5000s sae wubew-abineee 
DOMCTEON . 00.00 000000 100000 000s cece scccsecces cocetscceecese 12 
Capt. James Vaughn, ...e.csee cose cevccsevcceccsscscces 30 
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Ty aut occceeccccccccccceseccsccessecvsseseceees Terry erie 4 


Le NE PP rt ee OT ee ee eee ee Eee ee 
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RGM Gheebanes were nese uavb abba ness subeiobsaneesecesas 15 
30 


George Tl. Vaughn ....eccccccccccccccceccccccce scccss cece 
John Doty . .cocrccee covcccccce- cocvccsecccccccescsscccs| 
Joseph Anderson....- cesecececccccvceseseescs pee aeebiee as 
Daniel Anderson, jr,.eceesseee cceresceeees ceeseceeceencens 
Winney Battiece....cseeccvecesecccreesccncsccsecensescses 
SMUT RR Cota cba ce ee en been Soe ess 6554 N95 060 ssee sens] 15 
Capt. Oaskkaina.... occeee scccee cosccccccccces sere er eeeeee 

Meheyata.... 000 scescesccccsccceccsesccesscecccescccccce| 
Tataparle. see sececcccccererrecccccccscveccvescessssesenee, 
I 6 older 0nden cus esesdsROkboRKsasviawrssdeececl 
Hammoplacha see e eee ene e none sees eeeeet nese enee neon eenees| 
Belinkons..+.++.000+ e000 sever sseces ees. covsccceccscee| 
Capt. Nat Jones ooo. cceescceccensrveccscccccceescececccses| 
James Jones ..eceeseeres sc ieee mes latet| 
William Jomes.....s scccesccccccceccnn cscs ccccccce cccscccs| 
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20 
15 


Ne Re ees ee ha ca dean ubenwninboueet 
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Red Knife SOTHH HOHE HEE SEH HEE HEE OEE EEEHEHEE HEE SEREE? 


| No. of acres. 


No. of acres 


allowed. 


160 
160 
160 
160 
80 
160 
160 
480 
80 
80 
160 
160 
480 
320 
160 
480) 
80 
160 
160 
160 
80 
160 
80 
480 
1,280 
160 
640 
160 
80 
160 
320 
80 
80 
160 
320 
80 
80 
160 
160 
160 
160 
960 
480 
8U 
160 
80 
160 
480 
450 
80 
8U 
320 
160 
320) 
160 
160 
160 
160 
80 
320 
480 
320 
160 
160 
480 
160 
160 
160 
80 
80 
160 
160 
160 
160 
160 


Remarks. 


November 23, 1831. 


Relinquished. 





Relinquished. 


Nelinquished. 
do 
do 
November 24, 1831. Relinquished. 


Provided for in supplement. 
November 23, 1831. Relinquished. 
do do 
do do i 
Relinquished. i 
November 24, 1831. Relinquished. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Provided for in treaty. 
telinquished. 
do 
do 
Relinquished. 
do ; 
November 28, 1831. Relinquished. | 
do i 
do 
do 
do 
do 
November 28, 1831. 
\ do 
do 
do 
do : 
do . 


November 28, 1831. Relinquished. 
do do 


| 
| 
| 














LOCATION 








Names. 
Hardy .scccecseccccecceccccecccescceusencs 


Capt. Washington. .++eseeeeeecceeceeceeeeees p 


Oklegahubbee ...+eseeeeeeeceeeceesceererens 
Emeichtabe .ccsescceccceccceccccaveseveces 


Sakki eee reo ree eee rere eee esse eres esesens 


Pisfiabi .ccceccceccrecscccveseccercvccceees 
Gheta scccecceeccccecccccecceccvevseres sone 
Wee kinennsn 0400 441040940% case eceee roisisie 


Natubboe ..cccceccscccc cscs ccccececeevceces 


Kanneachubbee seeccccecccceecseecccsee-ceeees 
Chinoli .occcccccccccccccccccses cess cccccccscescccece 


JiMMy oeeeceeeeecccecceeecersteceevecs 
Tancche ooccecesccverscscccscercessscsssses 
FINOWA 000 cscccccess cocccccccccccccecccces 


Tohlo ee eee See Hee EH Eee eee EEE EEEH eee EEEE 


MunMAaahe .occccccesccccccccccesccccceseccscccsecs 


Orr SOS OIE Oe CUCU ODO OUT OCOCOCIOT Oe 
Wanahabl 60600 cece sccciccsccce cece cesescve 
Tishohinmitta oocccccccccecccccccccccccscece 


FCN eA GOMOD ERR ODO OCR RCIEL COCCI C OOOO OISE 
Toshkahoma, .ceeces ceeceecccccceees AO Ce 
TObIAS WATH. oo oc0e cecccccc cece cccssecccs cecceccoeccseees 
Walliatn CIOVACG cise ccccccccccccvescsesscccse 


Capt. Chatumetaha. .oeeeecseecseeee ee bese ce 
John, (son of the Capt.) oo... eveeeeseveces 
William Leflore .ccecececescsescccvcceeeceece 


Capt. Steamalechee .ocessseccecresecesececes 


James L. McDonnell ....+++ccceccccccsecece 
GOED GOMER Gis siss 01660 000 ecee sede ves cess 


Alexander McKey o.cecescseccecsevcceccceces 
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List of claims—Continued. 


No.of acres. No. of acres | Remarks. 


allowed. 





area seccal 12 | 160 
640 | ‘ 
Selene teeeeeeee! 12 160 Relinquished. 
eeatetanwue | 8 80 | 
ere r rrr 15 | 160 
6 | 80 | 
: ‘ 30 | 480 
$00eesccseees| 12 | 160 
12 | 160 
12 | 160 
vel 20 | 320 
8 | 80 
25 | 320 
| 160 
| 160 
| | 160 
ennecusekus . 160 
seeeeteeneneey| 20 | 320 
| | 
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. 
tb 
So 


ee eres eeee sere, 


eneveeansnsiseel 15 
| 








480 

160 | 

480 

ebeKeiore! 20 320 
| 





Lsbeneene ness} 12 160 | 
eT mS, 50 960 | Provided for in supplement. 
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Mushulatubbee’s district. ....ccccccccee scccseccccescccccccccccsccccceesccccocccessses 5,943 
Nittachachi’s AO isiaicdveicac.wiasieclesu/sincsive ceisawele as sasiesisawesecsieevedsecnenevece: (OskOG 
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Whole number of inhabitants in the nation ...esecescsceccceccccccesevesscscccsevess 19,554 








I certify that this is a correct list, taken from the books made out by me after the examination of the claims allowed under the late 


treaty. 


Done at the Agency, September 7, 1831. 
F. W. ARMSTRONG, Special Agent. 
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23n Coneress. | No. 1231. [Isr Ss 


USSION, 


ON APPLICATION OF THE TRANSYLVANIA COLLEGE, OF KENTUCKY, AND THE PEN. 
DLETON ACADEMY, OF THE STATE OF ALABAMA, FOR GRANTS OF LAND FOR 
THEIR BENEFIT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 17, 1834. 


Mr. Crayton, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the Trustees 
of Transylvania College, of Kentucky, and that of the Trustees of Pendleton Academy, of the State 
of Alabama, praying for a donation of lands for the encouragement of their respective institutions, 
reported: 


That the disposition of the public lands for such an object, however laudable, cannot be justified 
either by the Constitution or the manner in which they are held by the government. The only method 
by which Congress can ‘promote the progress of science and useful arts,’? is “by securing, fora 
limited time, to authors and inventors, the exclusive right to their respective writings and discoveries.” 
It cannot be denied that the donation of the public lands to seminaries of learning would be to promote 
the progress of science, and consequently in a way very different from that prescribed in the above 
clause of the Constitution. By the express specification of the manner and cases in which science and 
the useful arts shall be encouraged, it is entirely obvious that every other mode is excluded. And this 
would be very apparent if, instead of an application for a donation of lands from a college, it should 
come from an inventor of some useful instrument calculated to advance the useful arts. It will be seen, 
by the clause of the Constitution referred to, that science and the useful arts are placed upon the same 
footing, and if it is allowed to depart from the prescribed method of promoting the progress of the 
former, the latter may with equal right claim a similar indulgence, and the committee believe no one is 
prepared to admit that the public lands could be given away to inventors, however useful their discoveries 
might be. It may be said that the Constitution had reference to the authors of writings. This idea is 
refuted, not only by the generality of the expression, ‘the progress of science,’? which comprehends the 
subject in its most unlimited sense, but by the well-known history of this particular clause of the Con- 
stitution as found in the journal of the convention. The proposition to clothe Congress with the power 
to charter a university was thrice presented and rejected by the convention ; and after referring that 
subject, as well as the one relating to the encouragement of the useful arts, to a committee, all that could 
be obtained was the power as it now stands in the Constitution, and which the committee have before 
quoted; and this, in their opinion, is too plain to admit of a doubt that the Federal Government has any 
jurisdiction over the subject of science. Besides this view of the subject, the committee are of opinion 
the government is further restrained from a disposition of the public lands in the manner required by the 
petitioners, from its solemn engagements made with the States from which it obtained its cessions of the 


public lands. In the conveyance made by the State of Virginia of her territory northwestward of the 
river Ohio, (and substantially in the cessions of Jands made by North Carolina and Georgia,) there is to 
be found the following stipulation: ‘That all the lands within the territory so ceded to the United 
States, and not reserved for, or appropriated to, any of the before-mentioned purposes, or disposed of in 
bounties to the officers and soldiers of the American army, shall be considered a common fund for the 
use and benefit of such of the United States as have become, or shall become, members of the confede- 
ration or federal alliance of the said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual respective pro- 
portions in the general charge and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide disposed of for that 
purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatever.’ In this stipulation the object and intention are so 
plainly expressed that it is scarcely necessary to call the attention of Congress to them. If the public 
lands form ‘‘a common fund” for the use and benefit of the States according to their usual respective 
proportions in the general charge and expenditure, and shall be disposed of for that and no other pur- 
pose, how can Congress make partial donations of @ common fund for the benefit of seminaries of learn- 
ing, intended, and so expressly stated, to be disposed of for the sole and exclusive purpose of benefiting 
the several States in the general charge and expenditure of the government, and that, too, in unequal 
amounts to some States, and not to others? It appears to the committee that such a proposition cannot 
seriously be contended for. If the public lands were all sold and reduced to a common fund, in money, 
lying in the treasury for the objects expressed in the above-quoted agreement, every one would see at 
once that Congress would not draw the money from that place for the purposes sought by the petitioners; 
and if they would not, 72 money, it is not perceived how it can be done while this common fund remains 
in lands. If a single acre can be used for that purpose, the whole can, and thus the fund would be 
diverted altogether from its palpably expressed object. And this is not all; if any part of it can be 
given to one or two seminaries of learning, the whole can to the same, to the exclusion of all the other 
States. It is no good answer to this objection to say that Congress must take care to distribute the 
public lands equally among all the literary institutions throughout the United States; this would be most 
notoriously a departure from the contract of the ceding State; and when once Congress shall substitute 
its discretion for the express terms of the agreement, it must be plain to every mind that there can be no 
limits to that discretion, save a sense of its own notions of propriety, most evidently forming no part of 
the inducements to the cessions of land made by the States to the Federal Government. It must be 
obvious, too, that if they had the right to change the terms of the contract, it is wholly impracticable to 
make an equal and impartial distribution of the lands among all the various institutions, high and low, 
intended to diffuse the benefits of education. 

The committee are aware that something is claimed for these applications from the force of precedent, 
but they cannot for a moment believe, if they have presented a correct view of the subject, that it will 
be seriously contended that the plain and positive stipulations of a contract, and the still higher and 
more solemn obligations of the Constitution, shall be made to yield to a practice certainly founded in 
error, and perhaps without due consideration. Nor can any sanction be drawn from the example of a 
certain disposition of lands within the new States, where the public domain is situated, for the benefit of 
schools, inasmuch as such disposition was evidently predicated upon the provision in the Constitution 
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which vested Congress with the “ power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regulations respect 
ing the territory belonging to the United States.” Nothing could so much contribute to the population 
of the new States as the institution of schools. The means of education certainly furnished the strongest 
motive to the purchase of the public lands, and a donation for that object in different parts of the terri- 
tory came properly within those needful “rules and regulations,’ well calculated to enhance the value of 
the residue, and was alike due to the condition of the new States that were entirely without the means 
of offering such an indispensable inducement to their early settlement. This is a regular system in 
reference to the new States organized from the Territories ; and though one of the applications is from a 
new State, it does not fall within that system; a departure from which would entitle not only the other 
new States, but the old ones also, to similar donations. Under these opinions, the committee ask to be 
discharged from the further consideration of the said petitions, and all of a like nature since referred 


to them. 


23p Concress. | : No. 1282. [Ist Session. 





ON PRE-EMPTION TO LANDS IN THE STATE OF OFIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 17, 183 


Mr. Cave Jonnsox, from the Committee of Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Barbary Wilson, reported: 


That the petitioner asks the right of pre-emption to a place upon which she resides, and has resid? 4 
for the last eight years, upon the military reserve, on the Maumee river, in the State of Ohio. The 
committee does not think a precedent should be set of allowing any privilege or advantage to individu- 
als, who have settled themselves upon lands of the United States, reserved from sale for the use of the 
government, and have during the present session rejected other similar applications, and they see no 
reason Why the present application should not share the same fate. : 


23p Concress. | No. 1238. [Ist Session, 
ON CLAIM FOR PERMISSION TO LOCATE A MILITARY LAND WARRANT IN ALABAMA 
OR MISSISSIPPI. 


»«*) 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 18, 1834. 


Mr. Crayton, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Samuel 
Armstrong Bailey, praying permission to locate a military land warrant in the State of Alabama or 
Mississippi, have had the same under consideration, and reported: 


That the petitioner exhibits a military bounty warrant for two hundred acres of land, issued by the 
Secretary of War, on the 20th day of February, 1834, to Rebeeca Frances Bailey, wife of the petitioner, 
as sole heir at law of Edward Lloyd, who was a lieutenant in the South Carolina line in the revolutionary 
army. The petitioner states that said Edward Lloyd died many years ago, after having placed his 
papers in the hands of a Senator of the United States from Georgia, for the purpose of obtaining the 
warrant; that the warrant was not obtained during his life; that his only child, being then an infant, 
knew nothing of the claim, nor did it ever come to her knowledge until since her intermarriage with the 
petitioner, to wit, within a few years. The petitioner resides within a very short distance of the public 
lands in Alabama, and not very distant from those in Mississippi, but from five to six hundred miles 
from the land districts in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois; for the purchase of the lands in which the serip to 
which he would be entitled by law in exchange for said warrant is receivable. Under these circum- 
stances, he prays to be allowed to locate his warrant in Alabama or Mississippi. Your committee, 
considering the request altogether reasonable, report a bill accordingly. 





23p Coneness. ] 


No. 1254. [Ist Session. 


APPLICATION OF THE POLISI] EXILES FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR SETTLEMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL, 22, 1834. 
To the Representatives of the people of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 
The undersigned, Poles, selected by the two hundred and thirty-five placed on the hospitable shores 
of these United States by order of the Emperor of Austria, venture to address your august body, for 
such relief as men placed in our peculiar situation may lay claim to. 
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As long as we had a country that we could call our own, we resolutely fought for her independence 
until the overwhelming power of Russia forced us to take refuge in the Austrian and Prussian pro- 
vinces, asking only for a free passage into France. In the month of April last, the Austrian govern. 
ment, having promised us liberty and protection, suddenly, and without notice, placed us in confinement 
in the city of Brann, in Moravia, answering our protests with assurances that, when assembled, we 
should be sent into France. After three months’ confinement, the Austrian government gave us the 
choice cither of returning to Russia; or of embarking for the United States, with the Government of 
which an arrangement had been made, as we were informed, for our protection and support. As lovers 
of freedom and of free institutions, we accepted the alternative of living among a free people, althoneh 
in so doing we had to give up all hopes of the land of our love, of our habits, of our laws, and of our 
language. Arrived at Trieste, we were there confined for three months, until finally we were embarked 
on board of two Austrian frigates, and, after a navigation of four months and ten days, landed at New 
York, in these United States, where we now find ourselves placed in the most critical situation, being 
ignorant alike of the language and of the customs of the country, and destitute of everything but the 
means of a few days’ support. 

Although pilgrims in a foreign land, with nothing but the sad recollection of the past, and hopes for 
the future, we wish to live a life of active industry, and to become useful to the country of our adoption, 
Since Providence, in its inscrutable wisdom, has deprived us of the land of our birth, we wish to plant 
in these United States a second Poland, where our countrymen, the still unconquered sons of adversity, 
may congregate and prosper. 

With these views, we respectfully solicit of your angust body a grant of land, under such provisions 
as will enable us to live by our industry, to rally round us such of our countrymen as may visit these 
shores, and to become of use and of service to the people of these United States. 

And for which aid and assistance, as in duty bound, your petitioners will ever pray. 

LEWIS BANEZAKIEWIEZ, 
MARTIN ROSIENKIEWITIEZ, 
Dr. CHARLES KRAITSIR, 
Cominittee of the Polish vriles. 
New York, April 9, 1853, : 


Some noles concerning the situation of the Polish exiles, 


1. The Poles, who were scattered in the different countries of Europe, and who are now transported 
to these United States, cannot be considered as other emigrants ; the reasons of their leaving their home, 
their situation, and their views for the future, being totally different from those of any other people. 
They are compelled, by the utmost rigor and perfidy of the Russian government, to say farewell to their 
sweet home; they cannot trust to the most solemn promulgations of amnesly, which never have been kept 
faithfully; they had no other choice than to return under the reign of the knout, in the mines of Siberia, 
in the Muscovite regiments, in the provinces of the Caucasus, or to go to France. This latter country 
having been precluded to them by the policy of the allied courts, they were sent, by the Austrian and 
Prussian governments, to this country. Two Austrian ships have already landed two hundred and 
thirty-five of them, and a third man-of-war (corvette Lipsia) is now on her passage to New York, with 
fifty or sixty persons. Three Prussian ships, with near seven hundred Poles, destined to New York, 
New Orleans, and some third port, stopped at Havre, Cowes, and Portsmouth, and it is very doubtful if 
they will arrive. The private credits, and those of the Prussian government, allowed to them, are 
already retired, and it is not known if the latter would be renewed or not, in case they arrive. 

The petition presented to Congress can, therefore, not be prejudicial to those Poles who shall come 
later to this country, the time of their arrival not giving any privilege or prerogative to those who are 
already in this free country. 

Forty dollars have been paid to every Pole on board of the Austrian frigates, (four dollars in Malta, 
three in Gibralter, and thirty-three in New York.) It would be of the greatest importance, and a true 
benefit, that the resolution of Congress should be known to them soon, in order that they may begin their 
settlement before the swnmer—their finances and the season requiring a great economy of time, 

The views of the petitioners are, to be of use to the country of their adoption, to the great cause in 
whose defence they are suffering, to those of their countrymen who should, in progress of time, become 
victims of oppression. They wish to save the sacred fire of patriotism, of liberty, and of human dignity, 
under the guidance of the country of Penn, Washington, and so many prototypes of true humanity. 
They will show to Europe that their prescnee is only to be feared there, where there is tyranny and 
degradation of mankind, and that the calumniations of the servile are the most infamous weapons 
plunged in the heart of Poland, 

2. More than half of the two hundred and thirty-five are officers of different degrees, the highest of 
which is that of major. The minority have been private soldiers. Fifty were in the army before the 
revolution ; the others took up arms in the revolution, and are in consequence more exposed to the resent- 
ment of the monarehical governments. The majority are natives of the Polish-Russian provinces, viz., of 
those which have been taken into possession by Russia in the first division of Poland. The minority 
are from the kingdom of Poland, created in the Congress of Vienna. The greatest hatred of the Autocrat 
falls upon the inhabitants of these provinces, which he likes to call his conquests. 

Some are above and near sixty years of age; some from seventeen to twenty years ; the greater 
number between twenty-six to forty. Some have been wounded, so that they cannot work as they would. 
One only has his wife with him; many others left their families at home; some are widowers, but have 
children. 

Almost all the privates and some of the officers of lower degree have been farmers. The majority 
have lived in the country, and have seen agricultural and similar occupations, and are now willing to 
work. Some of the young were students when the revolution broke out, and were the most zealous in 
the exploits of the patriots, as the history of the Polish struggle shows. 

They want encouragement to accommodate themselves to a new mode of living; but they feel the 
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most ardent desire to be active in any mode consistent with the customs and institutions of their new 
fatherland, and their own habits. 

3. If the Constitution of these United States would allow the conferring upon settlers the privileges 
of American citizenship, it would be the most energetic incans of encouragement to them to become use- 
ful in their new home. 

4, The committee, which will occupy itself with the cause of the Polish exiles, will, without doubt, 
take into consideration that their critical situ ution requires s m2 Sp ody arrangement, notwithstanding 
the explanations and elucidations of several points. The Polish deputation will endeavor to furnish 
every explication within its power, It would be important to have at least one member upon the com- 
mittee, who could speak the French language, the knowledge of the English of one of the deputies 
(Kiewiez) being very trifling, and the two others (Banezakiewiez and. Rosienkiewiez) being entirely 
destitute of it. 

5. Belonging to the Poles, who are out of Poland in different countries of Europe, their fate seems to 
deserve greater pity than that of those who are in this free and happy country. We presume that the 
state of things in Europe will sooner or later induce many of them to come and join us here—flying 
from the perfidious and sanguinary policy of the royal conspirators—the artifices and machinations of 
their spies, agents provacateurs, fortunately unknown beings in these United States, ) and other spiders 
of the Augean-stable governments. The emeufes, partial insurrections and plans to form new kingdoms 
in the land of marmottes, are works of the secret policemen of the Holy Alliance and consorts, with a 
view to compromise those who lent their ears to such chimerical projects, and to have a pretext to persc- 
cute the innocent, unhappy, and quiet patriots and liberals ; to pollute the sacred cause of liberty in the 
eyes of cowards, and of the credulous. We think that, in consequence of such and similar commotions, 
there will be found many weary and tired of their precarious and provisory state of existence, and that 
they will direct their eyes to these quiet and hospitable shores, where liberty, equality, and humanity 
are dwelling in spite of their enemies. They will rally around us as brethren, and show that we not 
only have been dealt with inhumanly in respect to our hoine, our @oods, and families, but that our honor 
and reputation have been blackened by the everlasting hostilities of the anti-national conspirators. 

We cannot give the exact number of the Polish exiles now in France, England, and other countries, 
but we are of opinion that it amounts to several thousands in France, (perhaps seven thousand, ) and 
about five hundred in England, not counting those who are in Algiers in the French service. In Portugal 
there may be about five hundred ; in different parts of Germany, occupied differently and under false 
names, about five hundred: some in Switzerland, in Hungary, in Turkey, and Egypt; some in 
Sweden, &c. 

The late Polish army being dissolved, the military conscription made by usases, by the unchecked 
will of the Emperor of Russia, there are more than one hundred thousand men of the so called kingdom 
of Poland, distributed in the Russian regiments on the frontiers of China, Tartary, and Persia, in Wal- 
lachia and Moldavia. 

Many thousands are transplanted to the interior of Russia, in Astrachan, Siberia, Kamtschatka ; 
many in prisons, or treated in the most Inhuman manner, being called not by their names, but by num- 
bers, as so many cattle. 

Thousands of children have been transported to the interior, under the pretext of giving them a 
convenient education, in order to make a new generation—‘‘the present being lost!” (words of the 
Emperor Nicholas, spoken at Modlin to a deputation of Warsaw, last fall.) 

The whole amount of the expatriated Poles, (viz., exiles, deported, transplanted, &e.) is about one 
hundred and fifty thousand men, 

We abstain from speaking of the confiscations, of the different punishments of other kinds, of the 
means of demoralization and hamiliation of our beloved country. These are things too well known to 
the civilized world to need further explanation. 


23n Coneress. | No. 1255. [Ist Sesston, 


ON CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 22, 1834, 


Mr. Asuiry, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Henry Stoker, 
reported: 


That, under acts of Congress of the 38d March, 1823, and 26th May, 1824, the petitioner, Henry 
Stoker, assignee of Alexander Calhoun, claims six hundred and forty acres of land, situate in that part 
of the State of Louisiana formerly known as the neutral territory, between the Rio Hondo and Sabine 
river, 

Stoker submitted his claim to the board of commissioners appointed, under the acts aforesaid, to 
examine and adjust private land claims within said district, and adduced evidence sufficient to establish 
his right to the quantity of land above-mentioned ; but in reporting their proceedings to Congress, the 
commissioners recommended a restrictive clause in the confirmatory act, inasmuch as it had been repre- 
sented to them that the claim of Stoker might embrace the ground upon which the military works and 
Mnilding at Fort Jessup is situated. Congress, accordingly, when acting on the report of the comimis- 
sioners, suspended the claim of Stoker, in which situation it has remained ever since. 

It appears, from the petitioner’s own statement, that his claim embraces the military establishment 
at Fort Jessup; and it appears also, from abundant evidence, that the petitioner, or the person under 
whom he claims, was in quiet possession of the aforesaid tract of land, when the same was taken pos- 
session of by the United States, and that he is yet in possession of a part of the tract, and has in every 
particular complied with the requisites of the several laws under which he claims. 
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Under these circumstances, the committee are of opinion that the right of the individual claiming 
should not be longer withheld ; that as the land claimed by hin is found desirable for public Purposes, 
and as he is willing to receive in lien thereof the same quantity elsewhere, the prayer of the petitioner 
ought to be granted ; a bill, accordingly, is herewith reported for his relief, 


23p Concress. | No. 1236. [Isr Sesston, 


ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 25, 185 


Mr. Cace, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William R, 
Harmer, reported: 


The petitioner alleges that in the winter of 1831, he emigrated from the State of Tennessee to the 
State of Mississippi, wishing to purchase lands, and not being acquainted with the manner of taking 
numbers, &¢., he applied to the Hon, William Parker, a highly respectable and intelligent gentleman, 
resident in the section of country where he was desirous of making his location, to take the numbers of 
an eighth of land upon which the petitioner now resides, to wit, section 83, township 14, range | East, 
and the E. half of the aforesaid 5. W. one-fourth. Instead of getting the desired numbers, he had given 
him corresponding numbers, but in range 1 West. The petitioner states that the land thus entered by 
mistake is of no value, being subject to inundation ; that the mistake was discovered too late to be cor- 
rected under the provisions of existing law in reference to such mistakes. The petitioner states he is a 
man in delicate health, in moderate circumstances, with a large family of children, He asks to be con- 
firmed in his title to the lands upon which he resides, and which is the same he supposed he had entered. 
The fact in relation to the mistake made in the entry is fully proven by Judge Parker, who furnished the 
numbers, &c. The committee are of opinion that the petitioner is entitled to relief, and, therefore, report 


a bill. 


_o% i 
23p Coxerrss. ] No. 1257. [Ist Session, 


ON THE APPLICATION OF THE POLISH EXILES FOR LAND FOR SETTLEMENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE APRIL 29, 183 


Mr. Porxpexter, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Lewis 
Banezakiewiez, and others, acting as a committee for and in behalf of two hundred and thirty-five 
Poles, transported to the United States by the orders of the Emperor of Austria, reported: 


The committee do not admit the justice or policy of granting any portion of the public domain to 
emigrants from foreign countries who voluntarily seek an asylum on our shores from the arbitrary 
governments of Europe. 

Neither the usages of civilized nations, or the principles of our free institutions, require of this 
government more than is due to the rites of hospitality and the protection of the laws, to the inhabitants 
of the old world who come among us to enjoy the blessings of liberty, and partake of the general pros- 
perity and happiness of this highly favored country. These have been uniformly extended, and in no 
instance denied, to foreigners of every nation, besides the privilege of becoming naturalized citizens 
according to the liberal system established by law for that purpose. 

To justify a departure from this general rule in any particular case, facts and circumstances appeal- 
ing forcibly to the benevolence of the nation ought to be clearly demonstrated as the basis on which the 
exception is founded. The committee have attentively considered the peculiar condition of these unfor- 
tunate exiles from their native land, in connection with the strong claims which they seem to present for 
relief, and have unanimously agreed to recommend their case to the favor of the Senate. The history of 
the recent revolution in Poland is so well known and understood, that any attempt to recapitulate the 
events of that glorious and arduous struggle in the great cause of human liberty may be deemed super- 
fluous and unnecessary. These petitioners constitute a small remnant of that gallant army who engaged 
in the desperate and unequal conflict with the overwhelming power of the Russian empire, and who firmly 
resolved that Poland should be free, or be blotted for ever from the map of nations, They bravely fought 
for the independence of their country, to which they were bound by every feeling of patriotism and 
affection; they won many battles by prodigies of valor never surpassed in any age or country; they 
stood undismayed by the powerful cnemy against whom they had to contend, and confidently appealed to 
the sympathies of the civilized nations of Europe to sustain them in a cause so just; but their appeals 
were made in vain, and their hopes were destined to end in cruel disappointment. This short and bloody 
war terminated in the overthrow of a persecuted, brave, and generous people, contending for their long- 
lost liberty, and the restoration of their ancient rights, as one of the great family of independent nations. 
Overpowered by numbers, and driven by repeated defeats to the verge of despair, the noble chivalry of 
Poland retired from the contest, and bade farewell to freedom, country, and everything dear to the heart 
of civilized men, These petitioners, it appears, sought refuge and protection in the provinces of Austria 
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and Prussia, asking only a passage into France, which they allege was promised them by the Austrian 
eovernment, They assembled at the city of Brinn, in Moravia, to receive their passports according to pre- 
vious assurances given them, when they were suddenly arrested, thrown into close confinement, and, after 
an imprisonment of three months, the alternative was presented to them of returning to Russia, or of 
embarking on board an Austrian vessel for transportation to the United States of America, They accepted 
the latter proposal, and were removed to Trieste; again imprisoned three months, and finally embarked 
on board two Austrian frigates prepared for the purpose; and, at the expiration of a voyage of four 
months and ten days, were landed in the city of New York, at which place their petition is dated. These 
facts are set forth by the petitioners, and the committee have no reason to doubt their accuracy. The 
question then arises whether this government ought to extend its beneficence to these petitioners, and 
erant to each of them a few acres of land for actual cultivation, on which they may find a new home, 
where, by honest industry, they may earn a comfortable subsistence for themselves and their families, 
free from the persecutions of their inexorable oppressors ? 
The committee believe that both principle and precedent combine to recommend the adoption of such 
a measure, under suitable modifications and restrictions. The emigrants from France, in the year 1817, 
who were expelled from their country soon after the downfall of the Emperor Napoleon, received a grant 
of four contiguous townships of land in Alabama on the most favorable terms, amounting nearly to a 
donation. Many similar grants are to be found on our statute book, made to individuals and associa- 
tions for useful or benevolent purposes. Again: in the year 1812, Congress, actuated by like feelings 
and considerations, appropriated the sum of fifty thousand dollars to the sufferers by an earthquake at 
Venezuela. But without regard to these cases, in which the general principles of legislation were departed 
from, the committee perceive in the circumstances under which these emigrants ask of Congress a grant 
of land enough to warrant the conclusion at which they have arrived in favor of the prayer of the peti- 
tioners. Poland, so often the theatre of sanguinary wars, originating in violations of solemn compacts 
on the part of those powers by whose combined arms that ill-fated country was conquered and partitioned, 
made a last desperate and expiring effort to regain her freedom and independence. The surroundine’ 
nations looked with cold indifference on the struggle, evidently prepared, if necessary, to render their aid 
to the Emperor of Russia in the subjugation of the Polish army. The result, though for some time suspended 
by the valor of that small and inadequate force, was at no period of the conflict doubtful. The army was 
dispersed, the country desolated, the fugitives who escaped the general slaughter were denied the hospi- 
tality of neutral States, and could find no resting place on the territories of the crowned heads, whose 
despotic rule they had resisted in asserting the natural and inherent right, as freemen, to govern them- 
selves. Expelled from their own country, imprisoned in Austria and Prussia, refused permission to enter 
France, they were left to choose between despotism, and perhaps the gibbet, by returning to Russia, and 
involuntary transportation to these States, where they now enjoy, for the first time, the protection of the 
laws, and the rights and immunities which belong to the human race wheresoever they may be cast by 
the dispensations of divine Providence. Humbled by misfortunes; deprived of a country and a home; 
destitute of the ordinary means of subsistence; in a strange land, whose language they do not speak or 
understand, and with whose customs they are wholly unacquainted, these petitioners. throw themselves 
on the liberality and clemency of a magnanimous people, and a free government, for a habitation where 
they may repose in peace and safety, and where, by the labor of their own hands, they may be enabled to 
rescue themselves from their present wretched condition of want and dependence. The committee think 
that, in granting the prayer of the petitioners, this government will manifest a proper regard for the suffer- 
ings of the unfortunate of all countries who may be cast on our shores; a comity due from one portion of 
the human family to another, which ought to be acknowledged and felt by all; and thereby exhibit to the 
civilized world a glowing contrast between the arbitrary rulers who oppress and persecute these exiled 
patriots and fallen defenders of liberty, and the chivalry of a free people who receive them with a 
friendly welcome, and provide for their immediate necessities. The noble example may not be lost in its 
effects on the great cause of free principles. The history of our own glorious struggle for liberty and 
independence, and of the distinguished foreigners who mingled in the conflict, is well calculated to urge 
the claim of the petitioners to the relief which they ask at our hands. Shall the countrymen of Pulaski, 
of De Kalb, and of Kosciusko, supplicate in vain the descendants of the patriots of the revolution for 
snecor and support, when the tyrants of Europe refuse them a resting place because they are the sol- 
diers of liberty? The committee think not, and, in this opinion, they confidently rely upon the cordial 
co-operation of the Senate, and of the great body of the American people. The committee, therefore, 
without entering into the question of pecuniary assistance, which they respectfully leave to the sound 
discretion of the Senate, unanimously concur in recommending that a donation of one entire township 
of land, to be located under the direction of the President of the United States, in the State of Illinois, 
or Territory of Michigan, be granted to the two hundred and thirty-five Poles, and divided among them 
in equal proportions, for actual habitation and cultivation; for which purpose they report a bill. 


23n Conaress. | No. 1238. [1st SESSION, 
STATEMENT OF BALANCES AGAINST RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS ON ACCOUNT OF 
THE SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 30, 1834. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller’s Office, April 26, 1834. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a list of balances against receivers of public moneys, on 
account of the sales of public lands, which have remained due, or unsettled, on the books of the Treasury, 
for more than three years prior to the 30th September, 1833. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 
Hon. Anprew Stevenson, Speaker House of Representatives United States. 
VOL. VII 19 F 
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23p Conaress. | 


ON CLAIM TO LAND IN OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 30, 1834. 


Mr. Cave Jonson, from the Committee of Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
James Brewer, reported: 


That the petitioner alleges, that on the 30th of January, 1852, that he applied to the register of the 
Land Office at Zanesville, for the purchase of the southwest quarter of section No, 14, township 8, range 
3. That he was a stranger to the register, and the mode of transacting the business, and followed the 
directions of the register, and paid two hundred dollars in cash, the price of the land, and received the 
duplicate receipt of the receiver, Some months afterwards, he learned that the validity of his purchase 
was questioned, because the payment was made in land scrip, and declared void on that account by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office; and that the same quarter section has been since sold to John 
Beninger. He says he was interrogated by the register at the time of his purchase, and another person, 
who he supposed, to be a public officer or clerk, whether the land was occupied, and that he informed hin 
that Beninger lived on the land, and says there was then no law in existence giving a right of  pre- 
emption to occupants. He avers he paid the register in eash as directed by him, That he never owned 
any Jand scrip, and heard nothing of land scrip when the entry was made; and concludes that the scrip 
was substituted by the register, or with his knowledge, or by his connivance with the supposed clerk, 
whose name he has since learned is Charles C. Gilbert, a speculator in scrip. He.also alleges that there 
is a “‘pretended affidavit” in the register’s office, in which he is represented to have sworn there was 
no resident on the land. He alleges that le never read it or heard of it at the time, and that it must 
have been manufactured by Gilbert. He says he signed several papers without reading them, supposing 
them to be the common papers signed when purchases are made. He alleges he applied for redress at 
the General Land Office, and could neither get his land or money. 

The deposition of Michael Felter is taken, who knew the register, Thomas Flood, and that Flood was 
present during the whole of the transaction between Brewer and Gilbert, who he also supposed a clerk; 
and that Brewer paid one hundred and ninety dollars in silver, and two five-dollar notes, which were 
received in payment of the land; and that papers were signed without being read, which he supposed the 
common papers at the time of sale, but that no affidavit was made, and details the conversation particu- 
larly as to the settlers, and substantially as stated by the petitioner. The deposition of James Brewer 
accompanies the petition, swearing to the facts contained. A copy of the affidavit is also produced, by 
which the said Brewer purports to have sworn that no person resided on the land before ‘C. C. Gilbert, 
president of Zanesville.” A receipt is also produced for the money, signed “ B. Vanhorn, receiver.” 

Upon this statement of facts before the committee, they called upon the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, to ascertain what had been done in relation thereto at the Land Office, and it seems the 
affidavits had been submitted to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and an examination made 
by him into the conduct of the register at Zanesville, which satisfied him that no improper conduct was 
imputable to the register, Thomas Flood. The committee have also examined the statements of Flood 
and Gilbert, and the receiver, and come to the conclusion that no improper conduct can or ought to be 
imputed to Thomas Flood, the register. They think it probable that a coloring has been given to the 
transaction in the affidavits submitted to them, of which it is not properly susceptible, and that no steps 
ought to be taken against the register in consequence of said statements. 

The committee is also of opinion, that the petitioner has no claim against the United States, either 
for the land purchased by him or the money. That Beninger, the occupant, was entitled to the right of 
pre-emption under the act of Congress of the 29th May, 1830, and that the question was properly settled 
at the Land Office; but that he is entitled to the scrip paid by him for the land. That if he has been 
injured, it has been the result of this contract with Gilbert, with which the government should in no 
way be connected. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSOURI. 














COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APRIL 30, 1854. 


Mr. Cave Jonnsoy, from the Committee of Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Adam ©. Wood, reported: 


The petitioner alleges, that on the 26th of July, 1827, at the sale of land at Franklin, Missouri, he 
purchased and paid for two eighty-acre tracts of land, particularly described in the petition, at one 
dollar and twenty-seven cents per acre; and also alleges, that the officers of the government refuse him 
a patent. Upon inquiry at the Land Office, it appears that the two tracts of land were sold on the 25th 
of July to Joseph Dulaney, for upwards of four dollars per acre, but the land not being paid for by Dulaney, 
on the next day the tract of land was offered again for sale, in consequence of the failure of Dulaney to 
pay, and was upon the second sale sold to Delany for one dollar and twenty-seven cents, who is a near 
neighbor, and as the register supposes, a relative of Dulaney. The register also informs the depart- 
ment, that a bargain had been made, and three hundred dollars given to prevent bidding at the sale of 
the land against Woods, and names the individuals who can prove the contract and the payment of the 
money. 
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Under these circumstances, a patent has been refused to Woods, unless he pays the amount for 
which the land — at the first a nn notice has also been given him, that the money paid by him 
a > refi ed upon proper application. 
as es pct sl the committee is of opinion, that the decision made by the officers of the 
wovernment, refusing to issue a patent, was correct; and that no patent ever should issue to the claimant 
until there is a payment to the government the amount of the sale on the 25th of July, or until an 
vation be had into the conduct of the parties concerned in the purchase, and clear and satisfactory 


investi; ; byphiaye 
proof of the proper conduct of those individuals. 
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ON THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT, RETURNING WITH HIS OBJECTIONS THE BILL 
FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 





COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 2, 1834. 


Mr. Cray, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the message of the President of 
the 4th December, 1833, returning, with his objections, the bill which had originated in the Senate, 
and had passed both Houses of Congress at the preceding session, entitled “ An act to appropriate, 
for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the public lands of the United States, and for grant- 
ing land to certain States ;” and to whom was also referred a new bill, with the same title, intro- 
duced into the Senate at the present session of Congress, reported : 


That the committee has examined and considered the message of the President with all the respect 
and attention due to a co-ordinate branch of the government; and being, after mature and deliberate 
consideration, unable to coincide with the President in all his reasoning and conclusions, the committee 
requests the indulgence of the Senate in submitting the views and opinions which it entertains on the 
several matters presented or discussed by the President. 

The committee, in the first place, must express its regret that a bill which had been passed by the 
last Congress should have been retained by the President until the commencement of the present. By 
the Constitution, the President is invested with power to negative any bill which shall have passed both 
Houses of Congress; but this power, which was conferred not so much for legislative purposes as to 
enable the Executive branch of government to protect itself against encroachments which might possibly 
be attempted upon its lawful authority, is limited and qualified by the express provisions of the Constitu- 
tion. According to these, when the President does negative a bill, he is required to return it, and, if it 
again pass each House by a majority of two-thirds, it becomes a law, notwithstanding the President’s 
negative. By retaining this bill, and not returning it to the Congress which passed it, the qualified veto 
of the President was converted, in effect, into an absolute veto. Congress has lost all power over the 
bill; the last Congress having ceased to exist cannot act upon it; and the present Congress cannot act 
upon it, because it did not pass it. By thus retaining a bill, its passage into a law may be defeated by 
the President, although, if he were to return it to the Congress which passed it, with his objections, it 
might be again passed by a constitutional majority of two-thirds; and such the committee believes would 

‘have been the case if the bill in question had been returned by the President to the last Congress. 

The framers of the Constitution, anticipating the possible attempts of a chief magistrate to defeat 
the passage of bills which had passed both Houses of Congress, by retaining them an indefinite length 
of time, prescribed a period within which they should be returned by him, or become laws, without his 
approbation. “If any bill’? (says the Constitution) ‘shall not be returned by the President within ten 
days (Sundays excepted) after it shall have been presented to him, the same shall be a law in like 
manner as if he had signed it, unless the Congress, by their adjournment, prevent its return, in which 
case it shall not be a law.’’? If it should be argued that the bill in question, having been presented to 
the President on the second of March, 1833, and the session closing on the third, Congress had, by its 
adjournment, prevented its return within the period limited by the Constitution, two answers present 
themselves: Ist. It was not an adjournment, but a dissolution of Congress. The termination of the 
alternate, or, as it is usually called, the short session of Congress, is fixed in the Constitution. It is the 
end of the Congress ; it is on that day dissolved. ‘Fhe day never comes by surprise or unexpectedly, 
but is known at the commencement of the session, and throughout the whole progress of it. It cannot 
therefore be said, in the language of the Constitution, that Congress, by their adjournment, prevented 
the return of this bill. That provision of the Constitution must be understood to refer to cases of 
adjournment depending upon the will of Congress, and to have been designed to guard the President 
against the effects of a sudden and unforeseen adjournment ordered by Congress itself. A consideration 
giving additional strength to this ground is derived from the fact of a change of the presidential incum- 
bent. This bill was presented to the President the day before the expiration of his official term ; and, 
constitutionally, he had no right to communicate this message to the Senate. Suppose he had been suc- 
ceeded by another, who would have had the right to the possession of the bill? Not the old President, 
because he was out of office ; not the new, because he was not in office when the bill passed ; and neither 
of them, therefore, could have returned it to the Senate, with or without an accompanying message. On 
the third of March, 1817, the day of Mr. Madison’s final retirement from the office of President, the bill 
setting apart the bonus of the Bank of the United States for internal improvements was presented to 
him. Although it was a highly important bill, involving a grave and much controverted constitutional 
question, short as the time was for a due consideration of it, he examined and returned it with his 
objections, probably, among other reasons, because he knew that his successor could not act upon it. 

2d. This bill had passed at a previous session of the Senate (1832-3) in the shape in which, with 
one modification, it was presented to the President. Copies of the bill, prior to its passage, at both 
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sessions, had been laid before the President. Te had treated the subject, and demonstrated his posses. 
sion of a knowledge of the bill in his message at the opening of the session in December, 1832. When 
therefore, the bill was presented to him for his approbation, on the 2d of March, 1833, he must have been 
familiar with it- 

The committee, therefore, thinks that, under all the circumstances of the case, the bill ought to have 
been returned to the last Congress. By withholding it, the President deprived that Congress of its con. 
stitutional right to reconsider the bill, and determine whether it ought not to pass, after giving due 
weight to his objections. 

Passing from this view of the subject, which the committee thought it proper to present in respect 
to the constitutional rights of the legislative and executive branches of the government, it will now pro- 
ceed to consider more particularly the specific objections to the bill contained in the President’s message, 

The President ‘is fully sensible of the importance, as it respects both the harmony and union of the 
States, of making, as soon as circumstances will allow of it, a proper and final disposition of the whole 
subject of the public lands.” This bill, however, he thinks does not effect that object; it contemplates 
an arrangement which is not permanent, but limited to five years only; allows of alterations within that 
time by Congress; and furnishes no adequate security against the continual agitation of the subject. 

It is difficult to conceive of any plan, other than that of a total abandonment and surrender of the 
whole public domain, which would preclude occasional legislation by Congress in respect to it. Such a 
relinquishment the President indeed ultimately proposes; but the committee believes that neither the 
interests of the Union would be promoted by, nor are the opinions of the people prepared for, a surrender, 
immediate or remote, of the vast public domain of the United States, because of any inconvenience, real 
or imaginary, resulting from the occasional legislation of Congress. The President objects to the tem- 
porary character of the act; and yet, towards the close of his message, when he appeals to the people of 
the new States, and holds out the prospect of a reduction of the price, he says: ‘‘It is true the bill 
reserves to Congress the power to reduce the prices, but the effect of its details, as now arranged, would 
probably be forever to prevent its exercise.” The committee is at a loss to comprehend how Congress 


should be forever restrained from reducing the price of the public lands by a temporary bill, the too brief 


period of whose existence, in the opinion of the President, constitutes a serious objection to its passage. 
Especially since, within the short period of five years to which it is limited, there is an express reserva- 
tion of the right of Congress at any time to reduce the price. 

The bill proposes, upon just and equitable principles, to divide among the several States the proceeds 
of a property common to them all, for a period of five years. If its practical operation shall be found to 
realize the expectations which it holds out, it will be competent to Congress to continue it, from time to 
time, with or without modifications. And it is only upon the presumption of its reconciling itself, by 
experience, to the public sense of justice and expediency, that the President, in the quotation made from 
his message as to one of its features, can anticipate its permanent operation. 

The President next proceeds to trace, historically, the right of the United States to the public domain, 
This had been several times previously done by committees of the Senate, and particularity by a committee 
which reported the bill on the 16th day of April, 1832, that first passed the Senate for dividing among the 
several States the proceeds of the public lands. That report of the committee comprised a full exposition 
of the right of the United States to the public domain, whether situated within the limits of the original 
thirteen States, or acquired by the treaties of Louisiana and Florida; and also of the principles on which 
it was proposed to divide the proceeds of the sales of the public lands among the States. And as your 
committee concurs in the leading facts and principles in that report, it begs leave to refer to it, to annex, 
and to make it a part of this report, to be published with it. 

The Senate will bear in mind that much the most extensive portion of the public domain was acquired 
by treaty. Over the disposition of the right of soil thus obtained, there is no control or limitation upon 
the powers of Congress contained in the treaties themselves; and Congress is entirely untrammeled by 
them as to any disposition of it which may be deemed expedient. But the argument contained in the 
message almost wholly excludes that larger part of the public domain, and is restricted to the considera- 
tion of the powers of Congress in respect to that portion of it which is contained within the ancient limits 
of the United States. 

After having deduced the title of the United States to that part of the public lands which seems 
principally to have engaged the President’s attention, from the deeds of session and other public acts 
and documents, the message comes to three conclusions : 

“1. That one of the fundamental principles on which the confederation of the United States was ori- 
ginally based, was, that the waste land of the west within their limits should be the common property of 
the United States. . 

“2. That those lands were ceded to the United States by the States which claimed them, and the 
cessions were accepted, on the express condition that they should be disposed of for the common benefit 
of the States, according to their respective proportions in the general charge and expenditure, and for no 
other purpose whatsoever. 

“3. That, in execution of these solemn compacts, the Congress of the United States did, under the 
confederation, proceed to sell these lands, and put the avails into the common treasury; and, under the 
new Constitution, did repeatedly pledge them for the payment of the public debt of the United States, by 
which pledge each State was expected to profit in proportion to the general charge to be made upon it 
for that object. 

‘‘These are the first principles of this whole subject, which, I think, cannot be contested by any one 
who examines the proceedings of the revolutionary Congress, the cessions of the several States, and the 
acts of Congress under the new Constitution. Keeping them deeply impressed upon the mind, let us pro- 
ceed to examine how far the objects of the sessions have been completed, and see whether those compacts 
are not still obligatory upon the United States. 

“The debt for which those lands were pledged by Congress may be considered as paid, and they are 
consequently released from that lien.” 

It is perfectly true that the waste land of the west was an object of great interest and solicitude 
with several of the States, and especially the State of Maryland, during the revolutionary struggle; that 
they contended that what might be won by common sufferings, sacrifices, and exertions, ought to be com- 
mon property; and that the States within whose limits those waste lands were situated, yielding to the 
voice of reason and justice, and actuated by a noble spirit of union and harmony, finally made the various 











































eA A 





1834.] SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 155 





cessions which have been referred to by the message. _These cessions constituted the United States a 
trustee for the whole of them in the management and disposal of the common property. It ought to be 
regarded as a sacred and inviolable trust; and all the considerations growing out of these lands, which 
threatencd to distract the councils, and to paralyze the efforts of the original States, even in the midst of 


the war of independence, ought still to be allowed to have their full force in dissuading Congress from 
making any alienation of this common property which will not do justice to every member of the Union.. 
¢ te) 


The committee, therefore, concurs entirely with the message in the position that these lands were 

ceded, and that the cessions were accepted, on the condition that they should be disposed of for the 

common benefit of the States, according to their respective proportions in the general charge and expen- 

diture, and for no other purpose whatever. It also agrees with the message that, both under the arti- 

cles of the confederation and under the present Constitution, the avails of the proceeds of the sales of 

the public lands have generally gone into the public treasury: that they have been pledged to the pay- 
ment of the public debt; and that the public debt may be considered as now paid, and the lands conse- 
quently liberated from the lien. ee 

But the committee cannot agree with the message that the power of Congress over all the public 
lands remains under the present Constitution exactly the same as it was under the articles of confedera- 
tion. As to those which have been acquired by tr aties with foreign powers, the authority of Congress 
to dispose of them is unaffected by the articles of confederation, or the deeds of cession, and depends 
upon the third section of the fourth article of the Constitution. And as to the residue, the States that 
executed the deeds of cession being also parties to the Constitution, and having adopted it as separate 
and distinct communities, were competent to extend the powers of Congress, the common trustee for all 
the States, over the trust property they had previously conveyed, if they thought proper. 

By the articles of confederation, contributions were made by the several States of specific sums, 
apportioned among them to the purposes of the general government. And the clause, in several of the 
deeds of cession, which provides that the ceded lands shall be for the use and benefit of the States com- 
posing the Union, according to their usual respective proportions in the general charge and expenditure, 
clearly refers to those contributions which furnished a distinct and intelligible rule by which the propor- - 
tion of each State in the general charge and expenditure could be ascertained. By the new govern- 
ment, contributions were no longer to be made by the States; but the treasury was to be supplied by 
taxes, direct and indirect, levied upon the mass of the community. The taxes which have been accord- 
ingly levied, have been chiefly upon consumption; so that it is impracticable to ascertain what amount 
is now in fact contributed by the people of each State towards the expenditure of the general govern- 
ment. And as the amount of contribution cannot be ascertained, it ic impossible to say whether each 
of the States composing the Union does derive benefit from the public lands in proportion to its charge 
in the general expenditure. And it is far from being certain that, in the actual appropriation which has 
been made of the proceeds of the public lands, there has not been a constant departure from the rule 
prescribed in the deeds of cession. 

There may be ground for difference of opinion whether the change of government in the particular 
which has been noticed, induced the framers of the Constitution to enlarge the power of Congress, and 
whether they have, in fact, enlarged it over the public lands which had been previously ceded by some 
of the States. But, as to all other territory and property of the United States, Congress possesses ample 
power to regulate and dispose of it. It is expressly provided by article IV., section 3d: ‘‘The Congress 
shall have power to dispose of, and make all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory and 
other property of the United States, and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to preju- 
dice any claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 

This power to dispose of all the public domain, except that ceded by the States is full and complete, 
and depends upon the sound discretion of Congress. The practice of the government demonstrates, 
indeed, the common belief, that the power of Congress to dispose of the public land, whether ceded by 
States or acquired from foreign nations, is unrestricted. Grants have been accordingly made of portions 
of it for almost every conceivable purpose. More than eight millions and a half of acres have been 
granted for education; upwards of two millions for internal improvements in particular States; several 
for military bounties; and large quantities have been bestowed, in gratuity, for seats of government, on 
private charities in particular States, and private individuals. The right of pre-emption has been also 
conferred and continued to large classes of individuals. 

The President himself was supposed to entertain the opinion that there was no restriction on the 
power of Congress over any part of the public domain. In his message of December 4, 1832, at the 
opening of the session of Congress, speaking of the public land, he says: ‘It is in the discretion of 
Congress to dispose of them in such way as best to conduce to the quiet, harmony, and general inte- 
rest of the American people.”’ 

After this clear admission of the unqualified power of Congress over the subject, the committee has 
seen with surprise the assertion in the message that the bill begins with an entire subversion of every 
one of the compacts by which the United States became possessed of their western domain. The first 
section of the bill allows to the seven new States twelve and a half per cent out of the net amount of 
the sales of the public lands made within their respective limits prior to any distribution among the twenty- 
four States. The message treats this allowance to the new States asa deduction of one-eighth from the 
whole amount of the proceeds of the public lands in all parts of the United States; but the allowance 
is expressly confined to sales within the new States, to the exclusion of sales made in the several terri- 
tories, that is, Ohio. and each of the other seven States, is, by the provision of the first section, to 
receive twelve and a half per cent upon the net amount arising from sales within their respective limits. 

This extra allowance is deemed by the President to be contrary to the terms of the deed of cession. 
In what respect he does not allege, but it is presumed that he refers to the stipulation contained in those 

deeds for a perfect equality among the several States. As each State was to be entitled to equal bene®t 
in the lands ceded, subject only to the condition that it should be according to its usual proportion in the 
general charge and expenditure, the message considers that rule to be violated by assigning to the new 
States twelve and a half per cent, prior to the general distribution. The President is supposed to insist 
upon absolute equality among the old and the new States; and that no one of them should obtain more 
than a fair and just proportion of a common property. 

But how are these principles to be reconciled with the plan brought forward by the President in his 
message of the 4th of December, 1832, and again presented in his message under consideration ? 
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According to that plan, he recommends that the public lands be no longer regarded as a sort of revenue: 
that the price be reduced so low as merely to reimburse the expense of the survey and the sale of 
them; and that, at no very distant day, the whole of the unsold lands should be relinquished to the new 
States, end all the machinery and control of the general government forever withdrawn from the new 
States. 

If Congress may grant the whole of the public lands to the new States, it may certainly grant one. 
eighth part of them, or one-eighth part of their proceeds, unless the logical rule be false that the major 
includes the minor. If it be consistent with the terms of the deeds of cession, so emphatically dwelt on 
by the President, to surrender forever the public lands to the new States within which they are respec. 
tively situated, it can hardly be deemed repugnant to the same deeds to assign them, for a short period 
one-eighth part of the net proceeds of the lands situated within their limits. > 

The message seems to consider the extra allowance to the new States as involving a new principle 
unsanctioned by the practice of the government, and as a gratuity which cannot be granted without 
manifest departure from the principles of equity which should regulate the disposal of the public lands 
or their proceeds among all the States. But with great deference the committee is unable to agree with 
the message in either respect. 

1. As to the practice of the government. It has been already stated that Congress has granted to 
the new States, for purposes of education, upwards of eight millions of acres of the public lands, being 
a quantity which exceeds, by more than a fourth, all the public lands ever sold by the federal government, 
It has also granted to several States lands for seats of government; and to some of the new States 
upwards of two millions and a quarter of acres for internal improvements. And by the compact with 
each of the new States, five per cent of the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands, within their 
several limits, is reserved to every one of them for purposes of internal improvement. If these various 
grants, displaying both the liberality and the justice of Congress towards the young members of the 
national family who have established themselves in the wilderness, do not violate the deeds of cession, 
or transcend the duties of Congress, how can it be justly contended that the extra allowance in question 
is forbidden ? 

2. But this extra allowance is not a gratuity. The apportionment of the proceeds among the seve- 
ral States is on the basis of the state of the population as ascertained by the census of 1830; and the 
bill proposes to observe that rule in the distribution during the whole period of five years to which its 
operation is limited. But as the increase of population in the new States is in a ratio much greater than 
in the old, it is evident that a strict compliance with that rule would operate unjustly upon the new 
States, especially in the latter years of the term. The increase of population in Illinois, for example, is 
at the rate of eighteen and a half per cent per annum. Near five years having elapsed since the census 
was taken, the population of that State is now about 923 per cent., that is, almost double what it then 
was. The population of the State of Delaware, on the contrary, has increased only about three per cent 
during the same five years; the ratio of its increase from 1820 to 1830 having been, for the whole ten 
years, only six per cent. The State of Illinois, therefore, would receive only about one-half of what it is 
justly entitled to if it were restricted to the state of its population in 1829. 

Again; the extra allowance to the new States is to be expended on education and internal improve- 
ments. The United States being a great land proprietor in each of the new States, is bound, upon prin- 
ciples of equity and fairness, to contribute towards the improvement of the moral and physical condition 
of the new States, which will necessarily tend to enhance the value of the property of the United States. 
And, in making the extra allowance, the bill proceeds in perfect conformity with the principles by which 
the general government has hitherto invariably acted in granting to each of the new States lands for 
schools, and five per cent of the net proceeds of sales within their respective limits for objects of internal 
improvement. 

The committee therefore must confidently, but respectfully, dissent from the assertion in the message 
that, in making this extra allowance, the bill begins with an entire subversion of every one of the com- 
pacts by which the United States became possessed of their western domain. —, 

The bill is charged by the message with a violation of the deeds of cession, in adopting, as the rule 
of distribution, the federal representative population, instead of the respective and usual proportions of 
the several States in the general charge and expenditure. The rule which the bill adopts is plain, prac- 
ticable, and intelligible. It admits of casy ascertainment and easy application. Taxation and represen- 
tation go hand in hand; and, in assuming a rule deduced from representation, there is no reason to believe 
that it will operate wnequally in respect to the taxation to which the people of the United States are 
liable. 

A divisiun among the States according to their respective and usual proportions in the general charge 
and expenditure is wholly impracticable, because it is not possible to ascertain under the present Consti- 
tution, and under the established modes of collecting a public revenue, what amount of the general charge 
and expenditure is contributed by any State. That clause in the deeds of cession, as before remarked, 
was inserted in reference to the articles of confederation, by which the contribution of each State was 
fixed and known. Revenue is now collected, not from States in their sovereign character, but from the 
mass of the community, according to their consumption, Consequently, it is altogether impracticable to 
ascertain how much of that revenue is paid by the citizens of any one State. It may be argued that 
since it is impracticable, it is most proper that the proceeds of the public lands should go into the common 
treasury, and be thence disbursed in the common expenditure. But it is far from being certain that the 
principle of equality stipulated in the cessions, is not violated to a greater extent by such an appropria- 
tion than it possibly can be by a division according to representative population, How is it known that 
each State, when the proceeds of the lands pass into the general treasury, is, in their subsequent dis- 
bursements, benefited according to the exact measure of its due proportion in the general charge and 
expenditure ? 

In considering the power of Congress over the public lands acquired by deeds of cession from several 
of the States, the committee thinks it useful to examine, first, the terms of the deeds themselves; and, 
secondly, the provision in the Constitution. 

1, As the cession from Virginia was by far the most important, and as the terms of the deed made 
by that State to the United States, do not materially vary from those contained in the deeds of other 
States, the committee will inquire whether there is anything in those terms which can be fairly inter- 
preted to prohibit the passage of the bill. The only clause deemed essential in the inquiry is the fol- 
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lowing condition contained in the deed, to wit: ‘That all the lands within the territory so ceded to the 
United States, and not reserved for, or appropriated to, any of the before-mentioned purposes, or dis- 
josed of in bounties to the officers and soldiers of the American army, shall be considered as a common 
fund for the use and benefit ot such of the if nited States as have become, or shall become, members of 
the confederation, or fede ‘al alliance of the said States, Virginia inclusive, according to their usual 
respective proportions In the gene ‘al charge and expenditure, and shall be faithfully and bona fide dis- 
posed of for that purpose, and for no other use or purpose whatsoever. 

This deed created a trust in the United States which they are not at liberty to violate. But the 
deed does not require that the fund should be disbursed in the payment of the expenses of the general 
eovernment. It makes no such provision in express terms, nor is such a duty on the part of the trus- 
ra fairly deducible from the language of the deed. On the contrary, the language of the deed seems 
to contemplate a separate use and enjoyment of the fund by the States individually, rather than a pre- 
servation of it for common expenditure. The fund itself is to be a common fund for the use and benefit 
of such of the United States as have become, or shall become members of the confederation or federal 
alliance, Virginia inclusive. The grant is not for the benefit of the confederation, but for that of the 
several States which compose the confederation. The fund is to be under the management of the con- 
federation collectively, and is so far a common fund; but it is to be managed for the use and benefit of 
the States individually, and is so far a separate fund under a joint management. Whilst there was a 
heavy debt existing, created by the war of the revolution, and by a subsequent war, there was a fitness 
in applying the proceeds of a common fund to the discharge of a common debt, which reconciled all; but 
that debt being now discharged, and the general government no longer standing in heed of the fund, 
there is evident propriety ir a division of it among those for whose use and benefit it was originally 
designed, and whose wants require it. And the committee cannot conceive how this appropriation of it, 
upon principles of equality and justice among the several States, can be regarded as contrary to either 
the letter or spirit of the deed. 

A fund may be common to various copartners in the collection, control, and government of it, and 
yet the use and actual enjoyment may be separate and individual. Entertaining this view, the committee 
thinks it would be a departure from the obligations of the trust to cede, as the message proposes, the 
whole trust property to particular States, to the exclusion of others. The committee, on the contrary, 
thinks it the duty of Congress to retain the control of the fund, and to administer it for the use and bene- 
fit of the several States composing the Union. 

2. But if any doubt existed as to the right of Congress, under the deeds of cession, to divide the 
proceeds of the common property among the several States, it must vanish when we consider the pro- 
visions of the Constitution. The parties to the Constitution were the same as the parties to the deeds. 
And the adoption of the Constitution was as much the separate act of each State as was the execution 
of the several deeds of cession. The Constitution, too, followed the execution of the deed by Virginia, 
and that of every other State but one; and if there be any incompatibility between them, the Constitu- 
tion, being, in point of time, the last act, must control the operation of the previous deeds. 

The language of the Constitution is explicit: “The Congress shall have power to dispose of, and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the territory or other property belonging to the United 
States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any claim of the United 
States, or of any particular State.”’, The power to dispose of the territory and other property of the 
United States is confided to the sound discretion of Congress without restriction. To guard against the 
effect of the change of government from a loose confederacy to an intimate Union, it is declared, in the 
latter part of the cited clause, that nothing in the Constitution shall be so construed as to prejudice any 
claims of the United States. And, as the States which ceded the western lands had ceded them with 
certain reservations, and they or other States might have claims of a territorial, jurisdictional, or pecu- 
niary nature, under the confederacy, which it was apprehended, without an express reservation, might 
be affected by the change of government, it was further declared that nothing in the Constitution should 
be so construed as to prejudice any claims of any particular State. 

Whetber, therefore, the authority of Congress is traced to the deeds of cession or to the Constitu- 
tion, the committee deems it fully competent to the passage of the bill. 

The bill is equally unfortunate in being obnoxious to the objections of the message whether it omits 
or imposes any restrictions upon the power of the State legislatures as to the subsequent appropriation 
of the fund which it proposes to distribute. The extra allowance to the new States is required to be 
expended on objects of education and internal improvement. As has been already shown, this restric- 
tion is in Conformity with a principle coeval with the land system, and which has been steadily adhered 
to throughout the whole period of its existence, by which the sixteenth section of every township is 
expressly set apart for education; and in conformity with every compact entered into between the 
United States and each of the new States, by which five per cent upon the net proceeds of the lands in 
the several new States is assigned for purposes of internal improvement. The committee thinks that it 
may safely rest the defence of the specification of the objects to which the extra allowance is to be 
applied upon the invariable practice of the government. 

But if the part of the bill which limits the legislatures of the new States in the appropriation of 
the extra allowance to the laudable purposes of education and internal improvement, could not conciliate 
the approbation of the President, it might have been reasonably hoped that the other part of it, contain- 
ing no restriction whatever upon the local legislation, would have at least commanded his assent. But 
he objects to the restrictive clauses because they are restrictive, and to the unrestricted clauses because 
they are unrestricted. The President apprehends that the Maysville and Lexington Turnpike Road Com- 
pany, the appropriation to which, several years ago, did not meet his concurrence, might possibly derive 
some aid from che land fund if the legislature of the State in which that road is situated were left unre- 
strained in the application of its proportion of that fund. There are some who would ‘feel that if 
any part of the fund were directed to such a destination, it would only be to repair a wrong uninten- 
tionally committed by the President. But the appropriation to that object to which the President applied 
the veto, rested upon grounds totally distinct from the principle of the present bill. That appropriation 
was made upon the principle that Congress had the power to apply ary money in the public treasury to 
internal improvements. This bill is based on the ground that Congress has broader power over the land 
fund, either under the deeds of cession, or under the Constitution, than it possesses over public revenue 
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collected by general taxation. 
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The objection to the distribution among the States, upon principles of equality, of the proceeds of 
the public lands, was hardly to be anticipated from a chief magistrate who had recommended such a 
distribution of the surplus revenues of the general government, without regard to the source of their 
origin. The committee is not prepared to assent to such a distribution, the constitutionality of which 
to say the least, is questionable. But a division of the land fund, if not enjoined by the spirit of the 
various deeds of cession, stands upon peculiar ground, totally distinct from that on which a division of 
a surplus of revenue, arising from ordinary sources of taxation, can be placed. 

The message imputes to the bill the object of creating a surplus for the purpose of distribution 
But is that an accurate representation of the case? The bill finds in full operation a land system, 
approved by long experience, which nets to the government an annual sum of more than three millions 
of dollars. This sum may be expected constantly to augment. The general government, just liberated 
from national debt, no longer stands in need of this sum, unless it should become necessary by wasteful 
and extravagant expenditure. The general government is in possession of ample sources of revenue 
and in the exclusive possession of that, the most ample of all, arising from foreign imports. The States 
want the land fund, and it is proposed to divide it among them according to the just and equitable rule 
of federal representative population. The bill imposes no new tax, creates no new revenue, opens no 
new channel. It proceeds upon an existing state of things, which it does not disturb, otherwise than by 
dividing among the States equitably, in their individual character, what is not wanted in their aggregate 
condition. 

But the message objects that the general government would remain subject to the incidental expenses 


of the machinery of the land system. The bill, however, only proposes to divide the net produce of the 
public lands which come into the public treasury, subject, of course, to a deduction for some charges, 
If the general government should continue to pay out of the common treasury a portion of those charges, 
such as the salaries of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, &c., it would be no more than what 
is done in analogous cases. The salaries of commissioners appointed under treaties with foreign powers 
to distribute sums stipulated to be paid by them to individual claimants for wrongs committed upon the 
high seas or elsewhere, are always paid out of the public treasury. And, besides, the small amount 
which the general government would continue to pay during the period to which the continuance of the 
act is limited, for the benefit of the people of the several States, would come out of a common treasury 
supplied by the same people in their collective character. 

The committee perceive, with unaflected surprise, the imputation contained in the message, of a ten- 
dency in the bill under consideration towards consolidation, Congress being the common trustee for all 
the States of a fund created for their benefit, and for no other purpose, the bill presents an equitable 
scheme for the division of that fund among the declared objects of the trust. If that scheme had been 
assailed upon the ground of its fostering a spirit of separation and disunion, there would have been at 
least more plausibility in the charge. The message supposes that the States, by receiving their several 
annual dividends, will be tempted into profuse expenditure, will rely for their pecuniary resources upon 
the general government, and will ultimately lose their distinct local characters. But it is to be observed 
that in the distribution itself, the States, as such, in their separate and sovereign characters, are expressly 
recognized ; and that the sum, although considerable if expended on suitable and proper objects, is not 
likely to dispense with the necessity of each State carefully cultivating ordinary sources of revenue. It 
may be safely affirmed there is much greater danger of a wasteful expenditure of the fund if retained in 
the hands of the general government, which does not want it, than if it be transferred to the hands of 
the several State governments, which do need it, and whose habitual economy is commended in the mes- 
sage. It was never deemed by any one that the annual supply of arms made by the general government 
to the several States tended to lessen their power, or to augment that of the federal government. 

The committee believes that a mutual dependence of the two systems of government upon each other 
has the happy effect of strengthening the bond of common union. And, among the many considerations 
in favor of the bill, it is perhaps the most important, that its direct and inevitable influence will be to 
impart additional strength to the Union. The public lands will then form an adamantine chain connect- 
ing the States together, and each will be powerfully interested in the preservation of that Union which, 
for hundreds of years to come, may annually distribute among all its sovereign members a vast fund, 
which, if the Union were dissolved, would be forever lost in the commotions and convulsions that would 
certainly ensue. 

The message implies an unmerited distrust in the capacity and integrity of the State governments, 
and assumes for the federal authority a superiority of discretion, which the committee thinks, without 
meaning anything derogatory, it has not always displayed in the economical disbursement of the public 
revenue. The bill is, besides, limited to a short time; and if it should be found to realize any of the 
apprehended mischiefs, it may be suffered to expire altogether, or be subjected to such modifications as 
experience shall indicate to be expedient. To guard against the possibility of a misapplication of the 
distributive share of any State to objects of a minor or trivial nature, the bill contains a clause which 
was left out of that passed at the last session, by which a specification is made of the purposes to which 
the fund shall be appropriated. No State will venture to violate this restriction, because it will appre- 
hend that Congress may refuse to continue to allot its dividend in consequence of such violation. 

Almost the entire argument of the message against the bill is applied to that portion of the public 
lands ceded by the several States to the United States, and situated within their original limits, and is 
founded upon the supposed repugnance of the provisions of the bill to the conditions contained in the 
deeds of cession. The committee cannot agree that any such repugnance in fact exists. On the contrary, 
it conceives that the contemplated distribution is conformable both to the spirit and letter of those con- 
ditious. But there is no pretence for alleging any want of power in Congress to distribute the proceeds 
of that portion of the public lands which have been acquired by treaties with foreign powers. The 
treaties themselves impose no limitation as to the disposition of the soil itself, or the proceeds of the sale 
of it. And the constitutional provision which has been adverted to comes and covers these lands, and 
invests in Congress an unrestrained power of disposition, according to its sound discretion. 

The message states that the total expenditure, incident to the public domain, has been $49,701,280; 
and the total receipt up to the 30th September, 1832, has been only $38,386,624, from which the inference 
is drawn that the amount taken out of the treasury has not been replaced. Why the 30th September, 
1832, was selected by the message, the committee cannot conceive, unless it was for the purpose of 
recommending the relinquishment of the whole public domain as a useless and unprofitable burden, or for 
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e of holding on to it as a source of revenue until the treasury was reimbursed the sum which 
it had cost. If the President had called upon the Commissioner of the General Land Office for the returns 
of the proceeds of the public lands up to the 30th September, 1833, he would have discovered that their 
amount was $48,398,571.34, according to a report of that officer laid before the Senate—more than ten 
millions exceeding the amount stated in the message. This is independent of 4,452,760 acres of land 
actually patented for services during the late war; of 2,290,937 acres granted for roads and canals in 
several States; of upwards of nine millions granted and set apart for schools, academies, and univer- 
sities, and of numerous other grants for various purposes. For the greater part, if not all of these 
opriations of the public lands, they ought to be fairly credited. ao 
The public domain, then has more than redeemed the cost of its acquisition and management. But 
there is still another view of this subject that ought to be presented. The argument in the message is 
almost exclusively directed to that portion of it which is situated within the ancient limits of the United 
States; and it is from the terms of the deeds of cession that the message attempts to deduce a restric- 
tion upon the power of Congress. _ There is no color for that restriction as it respects the territory 
acquired under the treaties of Louisiana and Florida. In regard to that, as already remarked, the power 
of Congress to dispose of it, unrestrained by the treaties themselves, results entirely from the clause in 
the Constitution which has been hereinbefore referred to. As to the public lands within the ancient 
limits of the United States, if there be deducted from the $49,701,280, the twenty millions which Louis- 
jana and Florida cost, it will leave only $29,701,280 chargeable to those lands—less indeed than that 
sum, for a portion of that expenditure of $29,701,280 was on account of the public lands in Florida and 
Louisiana. The total amount which has been received, in money, from the lands comprehended within 
the original boundaries of the United States, according to the before-mentioned report of the Commis- 
siener, is $43,729, 71874%5, leaving those lands creditor by the sum of $14,028,428;1%;, without including 
in the account any grants of land for objects just alluded to. 

The message argues that the distribution proposed by the bill is unjust towards the old States, since 
it first sets apart one-cighth for the new States, and then divides seven-eighths only among all the States. 
Each of the old States, therefore, the message contends, will receive its proportion of but seven-eighths 
instead of the amount of the whole proceeds. The committee believes that it has stated sufficient 
grounds of justification upon which that previous allowance to the new States is to be defended. But it 
was not prepared to find the same message dissuading the old States from agreeing to the distribution 
proposed on the allegation of partiality to the new States, and urging upon the new States to dissent 
from it also, because it was unjust towards them. If the bill gives the new States more than a fair pro- 
portion of a common fund, without sufficient considerations, that cannot be an objection both with the 
old and the new States. But whilst the message labors to prove that one class of States will receive too 
much, and another too little, instead of correcting the alleged injustice by proposing some equal division, 
it recommends that the class which it deems too partially favored shall eventually receive, and the injured 
class shall finally renounce forever, the whole interest in the common property. 

The message supposes that it could not have been contemplated by the deeds of cession, that the 
United States should continue, during a long period of time, to retain the right of soil to large tracts of 
land within the limits of new States. But the deeds do expressly provide that these lands shall be held 
for the common benefit of all the States, and for no other purpose; and they must continue so to be 
held, whether the time is long or short, unless Congress is prepared openly to violate express conditions 
of the cessions, And why should they not be so held? What injury is done to the new States by the 
common government holding lands for the benefit of all within the limits of some? Past experience has 
demonstrated none. If these lands were held up at exorbitant prices, and the settlement of the new 
States were retarded improperly, the case would be altered. But the price is extremely moderate, within 
the reach of every ordinarily provident person, and the new States are populating with unexampled 
rapidity, as is demonstrated in the report of the Committee of Manufactures, and the table accompanying 
it, hereinbefore referred to. If it were true that the minimum price of the public lands is too high for 
one portion of them, it is equally true that it is below the value of another portion of them. And it 
would be wrong to reduce the price of those which are already low enough, for the sake of those of 
inferior quality, which, perhaps, would not sell at any price. It might be expedient to discriminate, if it 
were practicable, as to the price of lands in different States. There are large bodies of poor pine, sandy 
lands in the southwestern States, of which there is none in the northwestern States, that probably never 
will sell at the minimum price, if at any price. But a discrimination between the different States would 
be invidious, and is impracticable. And, after all, no great mischief is done by not offering, at reduced 
prices, worthless lands, which nobody would be much disposed to buy at any price. In the State of Ohio, 
all the public lands have been sold but about jive millions of acres. In the State of Illinois, more than 
nineteen-twentieths of the whole territory are believed to be arable land; and it will undoubtedly sell, 
without any reduction of price, in reasonable time, according to the demands of a growing population. 
Would it be right to reduce the price of this good farming land, because there happens to be in Alabama 
or Mississippi large tracts of pine barren which will possibly never sell at any price ? 

Nor does the fact of there being a large quantity of land remaining in the market, surveyed and 
unsold for a long time, authorize the inference that it is unsold because the price is too high. It has not 
been sold, because the government, by constantly bringing more and more land into the market, exposes 

an aggregate supply far exceeding the wants of the population, rapid as has been its increase in the new 
States. This will be manifest from one or two facts. The total amount of all the public lands which had 
been sold up to the 30th of September last, that is to say, during a period of about forty-five years, since 
the commencement of the present Constitution, was only 31,028,436 acres and 8j5 of an acre. This, on 
an average during the entire term, is about 700,000 acres annually. The total quantity surveyed and 
unsold, according to the report of the commissioner, is 104,206,822 acres and ,48, of an acre. To this 
there will be additions constantly made, as the Indian title shall be extinguished. If the progress of 
future sales were to be no greater than that of the past, it would require a period of more than 135 years 
to sell what is now actually in market, without including new districts that may be exposed. But as 
these sales depend upon the wants of the population, and as these are regulated by the increase of it, the 
probability is, that the quantity annually sold, in future, will be much greater than the annual average 
of that which was sold during the term above mentioned. But making liberal allowances in this respect, 
many years must elapse before the quantity now actually in market is disposed of. The true policy of 
the government, in regulating the price of the public lands, seems to be so to fix it as, whilst the indus- 
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trious poor may easily acquire a home, a spirit of inordinate speculation may be repressed. Both these 
objects are believed to be attained by the reasonable and moderate rate at which the government now 
offers the public domain. 

Entertaining the views and opinions which have been herein exhibited, the committce finds itself 
unable to concur in the plan of disposing of the public lands which the President proposes; and it agrees 
in the general principles of the bill which has been referred to it. A brief contrast between the two 
schemes will enable the Senate better to judge of their respective merits. 

The President conceives that the cessions of the public lands to the United States were upon the 
express conditions that they should be considered by the United States as a common fund for the use and 
benefit of all the sovereign members of the Union. He objects therefore to the grant to the new States 
of one-eighth of the proceeds within their several limits, prior to a general distribution of the whole fund 
Nevertheless, he proposes himself an immediate reduction of the price of the public lands; that they shall 
cease to be regarded as a source of revenue for the use and benefit of the United States, or any of the 
individual States; and, finally, that, after a few years, this vast common property shall be wholly sur- 
rendered to those new States to which Congress cannot, in his opinion, consistently with the terms of the 
deeds of cession, grant one-eighth part of the net proceeds, 

The bill assumes, as a basis; that all the public lands not included within the acquisition of Louisi- 
ana and Florida were obtained upon the conditions specified in the deeds of cession. It supposes that 
whether the proceeds of the lands are brought into the common treasury, or distributed, upon terms of 
just equality, among the several States, the spirit and object of the deeds of cession are fully answered, 
The bill proceeds upon the principle that the United States cannot abandon the trust which the deeds 
created, and which they deliberately accepted, without a manifest violation of duty, and without absolute 
injustice to the old States. It does not propose, therefore, a surrender of the trust property to the new 
States, but contemplates the general government continuing to perform all the duties incident to the 
trust; and retaining the control over the property for the benefit of the several States, when the proceeds 
of sales of it are wanted by them, and not by the general government, and for the benefit of the general 
government in the event of war. And this mutual use of the fund is limited to a short period, to test, by 
experience, its expediency. The bill assigns to the new States, prior to the general division of the fund 
which it authorizes, one-cighth part of the proceeds arising within their respective limits, upon considera- 
tions which the committee deems satisfactory, and according to established precedents. And, finally, 
whatever diversity of opinion may exist as to the power and duties of Congress growing out of the lan- 
guage of the deeds of cession, no objection can be raised from that source as to any disposition, under the 
terms of the Constitution, which Congress may think proper to make of the proceeds of that largest por- 
tion of the public lands acquired under the treaties of Louisiana and Florida. 

The bill provides for a distribution of the fund arising from the sales of the public lands during the 
last year. Such would have been its operation if the President had approved it; or if, returning it to the 
last Congress with his objections, it had been passed notwithstanding those objections. As Congress was 
deprived of an opportunity of passing upon the bill after it had been submitted to the President, by his 
withholding it, the committee thinks it just to give it the effect which it would have had if passed at the 
last session. The gross proceeds of the public lands during the last year are understood to be upwards 
of four and a half millions of dollars; but the precise amount will be ascertained when a call which hag 
been made for it shall be answered. The committee therefore reports the bill, distributing that sum after 
proper deductions shall be made exhibiting the net amount; and it reports the following amendments. 


A BILL to appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of the sales of the public lands of the United States, and for granting land to 
certain States. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That from and after the thirty-first day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-two, there be allowed and paid to each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Alabama, Missouri, Mississippi, and Louisiana, over and above what cach of the said States is entitled to 
by the terms of the compacts entered into between them, respectively, upon their admission into the 
Union, and the United States, the sum of twelve and a half per centum upon the net [amount*] proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands which, subsequent to the day aforesaid, shall have been or may be made 
within the several limits of the said States; which said sum of twelve and a half per centum shall be 
applied to some object or objects of internal improvement or education within the said States, under the 
direction of their respective legislatures: Provided, That the sum so allowed to the said States, respec- 
tively, shall be in no wise affected or diminished on account of any sums which have been heretofore, or 
shall be hereafter, applied to the construction or continuance of the Cumberland road, but that the dis- 
bursements for the said road shall remain, as heretofore, chargeable on the two per centum fund provided 
for by compacts with several of the said States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That after deducting the said twelve and a half per centum, and 
what, by the compacts aforesaid, has heretofore been allowed to the States aforesaid, the residue of the 
net proceeds of all the public lands of the United States, wherever situated, which shall have been or 
may be sold subsequent to the said thirty-first day of December, shall be divided among the twenty-four 
States of the Union, according to their respective federal representative population, as ascertained by 
the last census, to be applied by the legislatures of the said States, to such objects of education, internal 
improvement [colonization of free persons of color*], or reimbursement of any existing debt contracted 
for internal improvements, as the said legislatures may severally designate and authorize: Provided, 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to the prejudice of future applications for a reduction 
of the price of the public lands, or to the prejudice of applications for a transfer of the public lands, on 
reasonable terms, to the States within which they lie, nor to impair the power of Congress to make such 
future disposition of the public lands, or any part thereof, as it may deem expedient. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That the said several sums of money, for the year one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-three, shall be paid at the treasury of the United States, on the first day of 
January, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, and hereafter, half yearly, during the continuance 





* Proposed to be stricken out. 
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of this act, to such person or persons as the respective legislatures of the said States may authorize and 
“= 4, And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and be in force until the thirty-first 
day of December, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-seven, unless the United States shall become 
involved in war with any foreign power; in which event, from the commencement of hostilities, this act 
shall cease and be no longer in force : Provided, nevertheless, That if, prior to the expiration of this act, 
any new State or States shall be admitted into the Union, the power is reserved of assigning, by law, to 
such new State or States the proportion to which such State or States may be entitled upon the principles 
of this act, and upon the principles of any of the compacts made as aforesaid, with either of the seven 
States first mentioned. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That until the said thirty-first*day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven, there shall be annually appropriated for completing the surveys of said lands, 
a sum not less than eighty thousand dollars; and the minimum price at which the public lands are now 
sold at private sale shall not be increased; and in case the same shall be increased by law within the 

eriod aforesaid, so much of this act as provides that the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands 
shall be distributed among the several States, shall, from and after the increase of the minimum 
price thereof, cease and become utterly null and of no effect, anything in this act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec. 6. And be it enacted, That whenever, for two successive years, it shall appear to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, that the net proceeds of the sales of the public lands, within any land district now 
established, or which may hereafter be established by law, shall not be sufficient to discharge the salaries 
of the officers employed by the United States within such district, he may discontinue such offices, and 
the lands contained in such district remaining unsold, shall, in such case, be annexed to the adjoining 
district. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That there shall be granted to each of the States of Mississippi, 
Louisiana and Missouri, the quantity of five hundred thousand acres of land; to the State of Indiana, one 
hundred and fifteen thousand two hundred and seventy-two acres; to the State of Illinois, twenty thousand 
acres; and to the State of Alabama, one hundred thousand acres of land, lying within the limits of said 
States, respectively; to be selected in such manner as the legislatures thereof shall direct, and located 
in parcels, conformably to sectional divisions and subdivisions, of not less than three hundred and twenty 
acres in any one location on any public land subject to entry at private sale; which said locations may 
be made at any time within five years after the lands of the United States in said States, respectively, 
shall have been surveyed and offered at public sale, according to existing laws. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the lands herein granted to the States above named, shall 
not be disposed of at a price less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, until otherwise directed 
by law; and the net proceeds of the sales of said lands shall be faithfully applied to objects of internal 
improvement within the States aforesaid, respectively; namely: roads, bridges, canals, and improvement 
of water courses, and draining swamps; and such roads, canals, bridges, and water courses, when made or 
improved, shall be free for the transportation of the United States’ mail and munitions of war, and for the 
passage of their troops, without the payment of any toll whatever. 





Note.—For the report of the 16th of April, 1832, appended hereto, see antecedent No. 1056. 





23p Coneress. ] No. 1242. [1st Sxssron. 








RELATIVE TO THE AMOUNT AND DISTRIBUTION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALES OF 
THE PUBLIC LANDS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MAY 5, 1834. 


Treasury Department, May 5, 1834. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the 28th of April last, directing the Secretary of 
the Treasury “‘to report to the Senate the gross amount of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, 
and the number of acres which have been sold during the year 1833, including the last quarter of the 
year; and distinguishing the amount received, and number of acres sold in each State and Territory,” 
and also ‘‘to report to the Senate the manner in which has been ascertained at the Treasury, from time 
to time, the ‘twentieth part of the net proceeds of the lands lying within the said State [Ohio] sold by 
Congress from and after the thirtieth day of June next, [1802] after deducting all expenses incident to 
the same;’ which, by the compact with Ohio, was set apart for laying out and making public roads, and 
the manner in which the like allowance made to other new States has been ascertained at the treasury, 
showing, specifically, the deductions made from the gross amount to ascertain the net proceeds,” I have 
the honor herewith to transmit a report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to whom the 
resolution was referred. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY, Secretary of the Treasury, 


Hon. Martin Van Buren, Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 





GeneraL Lanp Orricr, May 8, 1834. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate of the United States, passed on the 28th ultimo, in 
the words following, to wit: 
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‘« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to the Senate the gross amoy 
of the proceeds of the sales of the public lands, and the number of acres which have been sold ieee 
the year 1833, including the last quarter of the year, and distinguishing the amount received, and n : 
ber of acres sold, in each State and Territory. isi 

‘‘ Resolved, also, That he report to the Senate the manner in which has been ascertained at the trea 
sury, from time to time, the ‘twentieth part of the net proceeds of the lands lying within the said State 
[of Ohio,] sold by Congress from and after the thirtieth day of June next, [1802] after deducting ij 
expenses incident to the same,’ which, by the compact with Ohio, was set apart for laying out and 
making public roads; and the manner in which the like allowance made to other new States has been 
ascertained at the treasury, showing specifically the deductions made from the gross amount to ascertain 
the net proceeds,”—and which you have referred to this office, I have the honor to submit the accompa. 
nying tabular statement, affording the information sought for by the first clause of the resolution, 

In reference to the second clause of the resolution, I have to present the following statement of facts: 

Prior to a period in the year 1822, it appears to have been the then recognized practice to exhibit on 
the face of the reports on the audited quarterly accounts of the receivers of public money the amount of 
the one-twentieth part of the net proceeds of the public lands applicable to the laying out of roads. The 
principle on which this amount was ascertained appears to have been based on the purchase money of 
lands sold, (not the moneys actually paid by purchasers) less the amount of the expenses of the land 
offices. On such remainder was calculated the one-twentieth part, constituting the three and two per 
cent funds, stated in the official report on the audited quarterly accounts as a separate and independent 
item, To illustrate the principles involved in this view of the net proceeds, I would remark that it 
implied both that the lands sold from quarter to quarter would ultimately be paid for, and that the pay- 
ment of the five per cent fund was to be in advance of the actual receipts into the land offices, 





The operation, virtually, was as follows: 


Purchase money of land sold during the quarter ..........cccccccccccccccccesccccces §$ 
Deduct purchase money of lands heretofore charged, which have reverted to the United 
States for non-payment, agreeably to the original contract, during the present quarter, 
Se ncnD 


Ee OLE PLOT LOTT PLE TTT ET ee Te TTT ee ee eee eee 


To which add cash received at the land offices on account of purchase money of the lands 


BOTTLE TT TTC, LOL TTC TTR TE CCT CETTE 
Add interest received this quarter on lands heretofore sold, being part of the revenue actually 
ON CE TG NS. BREE io ciisc cd cccsewereccccesncesstencs denser esaeeeees 





POPE BUONG QOOCOOES: 6.065 occsvisccccc cesar sercdesvectecssesecesscseesees § 


From which deduct the following items of incidental expenses, &c.: 
Registers salary and commission for the quarter. .......6.0sccccccscsescccscceceenes 
Receiver’s do do do PLE eee OTE EEC CUT Ee ET TEE 
Contingent expenses of the registers’ and receivers’ offices during the quarter, viz., books, 
paper, and other articles of stationery ......ccccccscccccccccvccccccccccccssece 


ee eee CT TET eT eee TET CTT eT LETT ETE ETT EEE TTT Tee ee 
Discounts allowed on annual installments of the purchase money paid in anticipation of the 
periods of payments prescribed by law ......csccccccsccvcccscccccssccscccccecs 





Leaving net proceeds Ne ta ese as eR tN REAL A a i te a ea eh ae ha ieh tae leit $ 





This practice, however, never led to any practical result, and, after the passage of the relief law of 
9d March, 1821, authorizing land debtors to complete payment by relinquishing part of their lands to the 
government, this mode of exhibition in the official reports on the quarterly accounts of the receivers of 
public moneys was discontinued. 

From the earliest periods, commencing with the admission of Ohio into the Union as a State, when- 
ever payment on account of the three per cent fund was desired, it appears to have been an invariable 
practice to require from the land bureau of the Treasury Department prior to the year 1812, or from the 
General Land Office subsequent to its organization in that year, an estimate of the amount of the fund 
accrued up to date. Such estimates appear to have been based on the gross amount of moneys actually 
received at the land offices, deducting therefrom the salaries of the register and receiver, the contingent 
expenses of their offices, consisting of books, paper, and other articles of stationery ; repayments to 
individuals for lands erroneously sold ; the expenses of advertising sales of public lands, paid at the 
land offices by order of the department, and the annual expenses of examining the land offices. The 
estimates here alluded to appear to have been made from time to time, commencing with the earliest 
periods, (anterior, as well as posterior, to the organization of this office,) from the monthly returns of the 
registers and receivers of the land offices, as called for by the head of the department, and embracing 
the latest periods to which those returns had been rendered, and which, in the ordinary operations of 
business, must necessarily be prior to the periods when the regular adjustment of the quarterly accounts 
of the receivers of public money, embracing the same periods of time, could take place. 

It is here to be remarked that prior to 1812, when this office was organized, only a small portion of 
the quarterly accounts of the receivers of public moneys had been adjusted, and it is to be presumed 
that, from this circumstance, the practice originated of requiring estimates of the fund alluded to, based 
on the monthly returns. The practical effect of these estimates seems to have been a safe and certain 
check to overpayments, to the States on account of the fund of three per cent, rather than a definite set- 
tlement. The account with the States seems always to have been regarded as an open account, liable to 
be affected by future corrections rendered necessary by deficiency of returns from the district land offices, 
or any other cause existing at the period when the estimate was called for. 

In the year 1822, the Secretary of the Treasury ordered that, in addition to the expenses incident to 
the district land offices, the surveying expenses should also be deducted, in order to form the net pro- 
ceeds. Accordingly, it appears that the three per cent fund was stated for each State, from the com- 









nee MSMR 8B Hs 














a 













































1834,] ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MICHIGAN. 163 





mencement to the 30th September, 1823, wherein the under-mentioned items were deducted from the gross, 
in order to form the net receipts, viz : 

First. The expenses of the public surveys and of the surveyors’ offices as far as could then be 
ascertained or estimated up to date. 

Second. The expenses incident to the district land offices, composed of the following items, viz : 

Salaries and commissions of the register and receivers. Books, papers, and other articles of sta- 
tionery allowed to the land officers, and charged in the receivers’ accounts. 

Expenses incident to the annual examination of land offices. 

Expenses of advertising land sales, and repayments to individuals on account of lands erroneously 
sold. 
The statement so formed appears to have governed the payments to the States up to that date. 
Subsequent to 1823, and up to the present period, the practice has been discontinued of charging 
against the fund the expense of the public surveys, and of the surveyors’ offices, and the net proceeds 
have been ascertained by deducting from the gross receipts into the land offices only the second class of 
items above enumerated. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 

Hon. R. B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Statement of the quantity of public land sold at the several land offices, and of the amount of purchase money 
paid thereon, in each of the States and Territories during the year 1833, viz: 








| | 











States and Territories. | Acres. | Dollars. 

Ne ictal bk ieee Mini Am AAAS LAUDE buh ck aaNet eileen 551,220.05 691,986 52 
Nl cia s ad bap scesid +k0d OPN ALKANE NOIDA eRe MieN AeehEeseennaeesl 553,575.98 694,319 81 
RE cin i bi hee RORRE Gkbe Ueto eeeedeDeNned cobeene Kees eHETEEOOs cebu 355,123.08 445,032 20 
EEE CO AR OTC T LT TREC PY RAT ETE T Tee 237,363.46 296,757 14 
RN, iim, Se 1,359,459 50 
EE Sink baw wnnscddeearionennasebesckaedesh seacanenberenersaeeranseeacs 451,431.67 566,215 79 
MsGULLELATIN 1e10)s 210 \e)eisisie(elareiee Sisle nie lswiclereiole's 09's 550510 wweivisccicleoeisiistieiccvelecsibiccseeceses 86,301.78 107,885 78 
WUMIGUR 0scicsssccssccdednscsscevercccescese cece screcscenesseoeees soseeses assess 448,293.34 563,906 24 
DUSRMI RISE ie cia teinib a iainlbia\o)s.9i8 4eleie eislaie’s) sin e sie Sle eicie't 01 siete eeeiewcie ee tie vowel cise tsces'sbiecies 36,820.91 46,088 33 
Florida occ cccccccc cece 00000008 0000 cscs 0008 000 e ccc t ec eb ee else cece eee cece ceeeee 11,970.24 14,962 79 

ane a Oe ee eT eT ene Ter Tr. 3,740,153.34 4,786,614 10 








Note.—The December returns from Columbus, Mississippi, and Fayetteville, Arkansas, not having been received, the sales at 
those two offices for the month are, of course, not included in the above statement. 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, May 3, 1834. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MICHIGAN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 14, 1834. 


Mr. C. Jonnson, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Thomas 
B. Clarke for a patent for a certain tract of land in Michigan Territory, reported : 


That the tract of land, for which the petitioner prays a patent may be granted to him, was confirmed 
to James Cisni by the commissioners of land claims in the Territory of Michigan, under the act of Con- 
gress of 11th May, 1820, as may be seen by reference to the printed report (No. 42) of the Committee on 
Public Lands, made to the House of Representatives January 2, 1828, pp. 286, 287. In accordance with 
this confirmation, and agreeably to the manner pointed out by law, on the 2d July, 1831, a certificate was 
issued by the register of the land office at Detroit, in favor of James Cisni aforesaid, that he might receive 
his patent for this tract from the United States. On an examination, however, of the surveys of the 
General Land Office, it was found that this tract, as confirmed, would interfere with lands reserved many 
years before for military purposes, and no patent was issued, and none can issue, without the authority 
of Congress, to give which, as it is understood the land is not needed for military uses, the committee 
report. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ALABAMA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MAY 15, 1834. 


Treasury Department, May 14, 1834. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit a copy of the report of the register and receiver of the land office 
for the district of St. Stephen’s, prepared in obedience to the third section of the act of Congress, ap- 


proved March 2, 1829. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY, 


The Hon. Speaker of the House of Representatives. Secretary of the Treasury. 





Lanp Orricr, St. Stephen’s, (Ala.,) April 24, 1834. 
Sir: We have forwarded with this, our report No. 4, under the third section of the act of the 2d 
March, 1829. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JOHN B. HAZARD. 
J. H. OWEN. 
Hon. Eviyan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





No. 4. 


Abstract of claims to lands situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and below the thirty-first degree 
of north latitude, presented to the register and receiver of the land office for the district of St. Ste- 
phen’s in the State of Alabama, acting as commissioners under the authority of the third section of the 
act of Congress of the 2d of March, 1829, entitled “ An act confirming the reports of the register and 
receiver of the land office for the district of St. Stephen’s, in the State of Alabama, and for other 
purposes.”’ 























| | 
| : Possession. 
By whom claimed. Original claimant. Nature of claim. | Tract claimed. | Quantity 
| claimed. 
| | From—j| To— 
John Baptiste Budreux, Mary) { French concession from ) ¢« Bellefontaine, ”? ) 
Budreux, and Margaret!| John Baptiste || Peter de Farvot,|| nearthe mouth | . 
Lewis, heirs of John Bap-| Budreux.....} commandant of Mo- ( of Pascagoula uae arpens../ 1794 | 1834 
tiste Budreux.....0..+e+-| [ bile, dated 22d Feb- || siver.......00. J 
| | Yuary, 1786 ..-+.6- -) | | 








The present claimants appear to have been residents of that part of Louisiana situate east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and 
below the thirty-first degree of north latitude, on the 15th of April, 1813, and on that day to have been in possession of the tract 
claimed; and the said tract appears to have been in the possession of the said claimants, and the original grantee for ten consecutive 
years previous to that day. It is, therefore, recommended for confirmation, for the quantity contained in a league square, to include 
such lands as may have been heretofore confirmed under this title. All which is respectfully submitted. 

JOHN B. HAZARD, Register. 


J. H. OWEN, Receiver. 
Lanp Orrice, St. Stephen’s, (Ala.,) March 24, 1834. 
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ON APPLICATION FOR A DONATION OF LAND FOR THE INVENTION OF THE STEAM 
SNAG BOAT. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 5, 1834. 


Mr. Asutey, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of Henry M. 
Shreve, praying compensation for the invention of the steam snag boat, reported : 


That it appears, from official reports and other information in possession of the committee, that the 
petitioner is the inventor of the snag steamboat ; that it was contrived and constructed expressly for 
the purpose of removing snags and rocks from, and improving the navigation of, the principal rivers of 
the valley of the Mississippi; that it has been tested by the experience of five years, and minutely 
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examined and approved of by some of the most experienced officers of the corps of engineers. | Capt. 
Delafield, of that department, describes it as a splendid piece of machinery, the power of which is such 
as to raise the largest and most firmly planted snags, “as an invention that answers the purpose admi- 
rably well.’ Capt. Delafield states that one snag raised by the Heliopolis, while he was on board, con- 
tained sixteen hundred cubic feet of timber, and could not have weighed less than sixty tons. The first 
snag boat was constructed in 1829, the second in 1831, and the success with which they have been 
employed in improving the navigation of the Mississippi, Ohio, Arkansas, and Red rivers, is SO. fully 
tested by reports made to the chief engineer, that the committee are constrained to view the invention as 
one of great importance to the government. It is a labor-saving agent of immense power, by the aid of 
which, the petitioner has recently demonstrated, by actual experiment, that the great Red river raft may 
be speedily removed and demolished. When this great work shall be accomplished, the navigation will 
be as good through what is termed the line of the raft as it ever has been below it, and the river may be 
ascended by steamboats of the first class upwards of eleven hundred miles. In a military point of view 
the improvement of the navigation of Red river may be pronounced a work of great importance. That 
stream constitutes the only water communication with a considerable portion of the northwestern part 
of the State of Louisiana, the Arkansas, the northeastern frontier of Mexico, and the southwestern terri- 
tory of Missouri, to which the government is now removing the aborigines of the country. Fort Towson 
is on Red river, distant about cleven hundred miles from its mouth. By proper improvement this stream 
may be made navigable for small steamers several hundred miles above Fort Towson, and may be 
ascended in large keel-boats and barges nearly to the Rocky mountains. In the region through which it 
flows, military posts will have to be maintained for ages, to keep the Indian tribes in check, and to ensure 
harmony among them, as well as to preserve a good understanding with Mexico. In the transportation 
of supplies and munitions of war to Fort Towson, the government has encountered difficulties almost 
insurmountable, and at one time the troops at that post were left destitute of their regular provisions 
and clothing during a whole season, owing to the impossibility of passing the great raft. The present 
price of freight from Natchitoches to Fort Towson is three cents per pound. When the raft shall be 
removed, it is believed the price of freight from New Orleans to Fort Towson will not exceed seventy- 
five cents per hundred pounds. The committee are persuaded these facts will not only convince the 
House that the destruction of the raft is highly desirable in a military point of view, but that it will add 
some eight or ten millions to the value of the public domain on the waters of Red river, and eventually 
be productive of incalculable agricultural and commercial advantages. 

This is an imperfect view of the general advantages which must follow the removal of the great 
raft, a work which the committee believe could not have been commenced with a prospect of success, 
without the aid of the snag boat, and the energy and skill of the inventor. Other improvements have 
been made and are in progress, in which the snag boat has proved itself a valuable, and, the committee 
may say, an indispensable agent. Although the commerce of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers has 
increased about one hundred per cent since 1829, it is supposed the losses on those rivers have not 
exceeded, in the last five years, one-third of the aggregate amount of those sustained in the five years 
immediately preceding. Similar results must follow the improvement of the Red river, the Missouri, 
Upper Mississippi, Arkansas, and all their numerous tributaries navigable for steamboats, and in the 
course of these operations many millions of acres of valuable lands will be reclaimed, thereby contribut- 
ing largely to the national treasury, as well as to the health and convenience of the adjacent country. 

The Missouri river is now navigated by steamboats from its mouth to the Yellow Stone, a distance 
of nineteen hundred miles, and is navigable to the great falls, six hundred miles above the Yellow Stone. 
This noble stream flows through one of the most salubrious, and, for seven or eight hundred miles, fertile 
regions on earth. The Yellow Stone is one of its principal tributaries, and, with some inconsiderable 
improvement, would be navigable for steamboats five or six hundred miles, almost to the eastern base of 
the Rocky mountains. The Missouri also receives the Osage, Gasconade, Grand river, Kansas, Platte, 
and many other important navigable streams, that are destined, ere long, to add an incalculable amount 
of the products of the soil, and of the mines of the vast region through which they meander, to the trade 
and commerce of the country. 

The principal obstructions in the navigation of those rivers are such as may be easily removed by 
the agency of the steam snag boat, and at a moderate expense. 

With this view of the general advantages derived, and to be derived, from the invention and use of 
the snag boat, and in consideration of the valuable services of the inventor as superintendent of the 
improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi, Ohio, Arkansas, and Red rivers, who could not, situ- 
ated as he was, being in the service of the United States when said boat was constructed, avail himself 
of the benefits of the law granting to inventors of useful machines the exclusive right of using the 
same, and of vending to others the use thereof, the committee respectfully recommend to the House 
the passage of an act granting to the petitioner the right of pre-emption to eighteen sections of the 
public lands lying on the line of the aforesaid raft, on Red river, and for that purpose report the accom- 
panying bill. 
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N APPLICATION FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF A ROAD FROM 
VINCENNES, INDIANA, TO CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


O 


+ 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 9, 1834. 


Mr. Duncan, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom were referred several petitions from citi- 
zens of Illinois, asking aid from Congress in the construction of a road from Vincennes to Chicago, 


in that State, repor ted: 


They are fully convinced of the importance of the construction of great and leading roads, such 
as that asked for by the citizens of Illinois; and the policy of the government, heretofore, warrants them 
to believe that Congress has taken the same view of the subject. 

In a government like our own, founded and resting on the intelligence of the people, nothing can be 
of more importance than giving facility to the transportation of the mail, and general intercourse of the 
community. We only want to. know each other to remain united, free, and independent. The national 
resources and individual prosperity, in a commercial country like this, depend on safe and certain inter- 
course between the producing and consuming portions of the world; without it, the diligent cannot 
secure riches, nor the husbandman rejoice over the blessings of fruitful a asons, howeve er richly they may 
fill their storehouses, or crown the labors of their hands. Tn adorning and beautifying a country, and in 
making the people prosperous and happy, permanent, straight, and well-made roads are of the highest 
importance; and, in the opinion of the committee, it is the duty, the interest, and should be the pride of 
this government to contribute its just share (as it owns most of the territory) in the accomplishment of 
so desirable an object. But if these considerations shall not be deemed conclusive, your committee 
respectfully suggest that it is for the pecuniary interest of the United States to make such grants. 

What private individual, conversant with the sale and settlement of large tracts of land, does not 
know that roads are of primary necessity; and that, in proportion as he brings. his lands to be accessible, 
in the same degree are they rendered salable and increased in value? And “who, owning six-sevenths of 
all the lands in any State, regarding his own interest, would hesitate for a moment, with a single eye to 
gain, to construct, or assist in constructing, important commercial roads, as the best means of securing 
it? But it has been said by some of our ‘ablest statesmen, an opinion fully concurred in by your com- 
mittee, ‘that the public lands ought to be employed, or used, to build up and sustain great and prosperous 
communities” most, if not every other civilized country in the world, have so disposed of their public 
domain. In the first settlement of America, the British, ‘Spanish, and Fre nch governments made liberal 
grants of lands to those who would improve and cause them to be settled; by this policy, they soon saw 
the wilderness turned into cultivated fields, and found ample remuneration for the value of the lands so 
granted, in the addition of their power, and the new resources of commerce and wealth which imme- 
diately flowed back upon them from this extensive country. 

Your committee will not here stop to draw a contrast between the policy pursued by the United 
States and that of other countries, in the disposition of their public domain; but it becomes their duty to 
say that it would be unwise in a government, as it would be in an individual, to hold large districts of 
land exempt from all tax, without making some remuneration to the State or citizens that improved them, 
equivalent at least, to the benefit received. Your committee have understood that the citizens of the 
State of Illinois are more heavily taxed than those of any other State in the Union: one of the governors 
of that State, in a message to the legislature, says, that their tax was then eight times as high as in 
Kentucky; which excessive tax your committee are informed, and believe, has been partly caused by the 
laying out, marking, and constructing numerous great roads, bridges, &e. Your committee have ascer- 
tained there are only about four or five million acres of land subject. to taxation in that State, while there 
are over thirty million acres, held by the United States, exempt from all tax; the tax on thirty million 
acres of public land now held by the United States in that State, at the same rate that the citizens of 
Illinois are taxed, would produce $450,000 per annum, which shows that Illinois loses very large sums 
annually by the surrender of their right to tax the public land. 

The burden thus thrown upon a young community, contending, as they have in many cases to do, with 
the savage warriors of the forest, and encountering all the privations and hardships incident to the set- 
tlement of a new country, should be alleviated as far as is considered just, in proportion to the benefits 
received by this government. All the grants of land, and the percentage on the sales, secured to the 
State under the act of admission, are, as will readily be seen, far, very far short of what is due to, the 
State, for the surrender of its right to tax, or for the improvement they make on, to say nothing of the 
value they give to, the public lands. 

By the act of March 2, 1827, Congress granted to the State of Indiana one section for every mile of 
a road from the Ohio river to lake Michigan, in addition to the road covering one hundred and twenty 
feet in width; and like grants have been made to other States. 

The State of Illinois contains about forty-two millions of acres of land, and less than seven millions 
are owned by individuals, leaving the United States owner of over thirty millions of acres of the fairest 
portion of the habitable globe. Can it be anything else than justice to this young and flourishing State 
to help her on with the improvements which she has begun, under circumstances peculiarly embarrassing 
on account of the vast extent of territory over which these roads are to be made; and from the compara- 
tively small part of it which is liable to be taxed, the expense of such improvements, as has been shown, 

falls heavily upon the people, both in a tax upon their labor, and the treasure of the State; and thus, 
while she is stimulated to persevere in her expenditures, the government will, as it has, reap a rich and 
certain gain in the sale and increased value of its lands ! 

The great highways are already established or pointed out by the keen eye of private adventure and 
the local Jegislature. And at no time can the several roads trave rsing the State be so well laid out and 
established as now, before private investments shall be made, and local jealousies arise, conflicting with 
the public interest. 

In every extremity of the State settlements are now making; and if the great commercial points are 
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connected by straight and permanent roads, the intermediate spaces will be rapidly filled up, and the land 
gold to enterprising people, at a high price. 

Your committee therefore report a bill, according to the prayer of the petitioners, to grant the State 
of Illinois one hundred and twenty feet of ground, as the right of way, from a point opposite Vincennes 
to Chicago, together with a grant of one section, to be located by the State, for every mile in length of 
said road, to assist in its construction; and for the same reasons, your committee are of opinion that the 
United States should contribute the same quantity of land to the construction of all the great public high- 
ways to be constructed in the State; amongst which, the following are a part of those already indicated: 

From a point where the national road crosses the Wabash river, to the Mississippi river, at a point 
north of the mouth of the Illinois river, From Golconda, on the Ohio, by Jonesborough, to the Missis- 
sippi river. From Lower Alton to Chicago. From Chicago to Galena. From Vincennes to St. Louis. 
From Alton to Galena, From some point on the Ohio river, by the seat of government of the State, to 
intersect the road from Alton to Chicago. From the Ohio river, to intersect the road from Vincennes to 
Chicago. A letter from the Honorable Z, Casey, dated May 1, 1834, addressed to the chairman of the 
committee, is made part of this report. 





Hat or THE House or Representatives, May 1, 1834. 


Sm: Permit me, through you, to call the attention of the Committee on the Public Lands, to the sub- 
ject of a memorial which, some time since, I had the honor to present, and have referred to that commit- 
tee, from the citizens of several counties on the Wabash, in relation to the improvement of the great post 
route, from the bank of the Wabash river, opposite Vincennes, Indiana, to Chicago, Illinois, passing 
through the county seats of Crawford, Clark, Edgar, Vermillion and Iroquois, in the latter State. This 
road has been surveyed, marked, and established by the State; its whole length is about 230 miles, much 
of which passes through very extensive and unsettled prairies, and over various streams and bottoms of 
difficult passage, and a considerable part of it through extensive and growing settlements, but scattered’ 
and far between, and also through some ten or more flourishing towns and villages. 

This road, the whole way, runs nearly parallel with, and close to, the eastern boundary of Illinois, 
and the settlements and towns in Indiana contiguous to the line are equally numerous and flourishing 
with those in Illinois. The locality and growing importance of Chicago has already made it, and’so it 
must inevitably ever continue to be, the great northern depot for the whole of that section of country. 

It is there that the produce from a most extensive and fertile country must necessarily be carried, to 
be shipped further north and northeast, and it is from there that this extensive country will, and in a 
goodly degree does already, commence the land carriage of the chief, if not the whole of the merchandise. 
Hence the great importance of this road being made a good one, will be most readily perceived, not only 
for the transportation of the mail, but for the convenience of trade. And it ought not to be forgotten, 
or slightly passed over, that at least nine-tenths of the land on and adjacent to the road yet belongs to 
the government. In consequence of the very extensive prairies, and the newness and sparseness of the 
settlements, it is wholly out of the power of the inhabitants so to improve the road as to make it ever rea- 
sonably passable for the great objects, as above stated. 

In conclusion, I beg you to make a careful examination of the memorial itself, as fully explaining 
the views of those best acquainted with the subject, and whose prayer I consider not only reasonable, 
but just, and do most earnestly hope the subject will receive a favorable consideration from the commit- 
tee, and that a liberal appropriation, in land, will be made for an object so desirable as I know this 
one to be. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 7. CASEY. 


Hon. C. C. Cray, Chairman of the Committee on the Public Lands. 
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ON APPLICATION FOR PRE-EMPTION TO CERTAIN LOTS IN PERRYSBURG, OHIO. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 5, 1834, 


Mr. Leavitt, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of sundry 
inabitants of the town of Perrysburg, in the State of Ohio, praying for a right of pre-emption to 
certain lots in said town, reported: 


That said town of Perrysburg was laid out by the United States, under the authority of an act of 
Congress, passed on the 27th of April, 1816; that in July, 1817, a public sale of the lots in said town was 
held at Wooster, in said State, and many of them were then sold, under the credit system then existing 
in relation to public lands; and that subsequently a number of said lots reverted to the United States, by 
reason of the failure of the purchasers to make payment therefor according to law, and were afterwards 
adjudged to be properly subject to taxation by the State of Ohio, and were placed on the tax list for that 
purpose. It also appears that these lots, or a part of them, have been sold under the laws of said State, 
for the taxes and penalties which had accrued thereon, and that the purchasers at such tax sales have 
obtained titles, pursuant to the laws of Ohio; but as the validity of these titles is questionable, the 
petitioners pray that they may be quicted, by granting them permission to enter and pay for the same, 
at the same rate at which they sold at the original sale, in July, 1817. The committee believe that the 
prices then bid for said lots were equal to their full value at that period, and for many years after, and 
that it is but just and reasonable that the purchasers thereof, at the tax sales, should have a pre-emption 
right to the same, at those prices. They have accordingly reported a bill for that purpose. 
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ON CLAIMS TO LAND IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JUNE 6, 1834. 


Relating to the land claims of Michael Butcher and others, being a petition to the intendant general of Louisiana, and 
the testimony adduced before the commissioners for settling land claims in Missouri; transmitted to the Senate, with 
a report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, on the 22d June, 1834. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 6f America in Congfess assembled : 


The petition of Sebastien Butcher and Peter Bloom, of the county of St. Genevieve, in the State of 
Missouri, for themselves and the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher and 
Michael Butcher, deceased, respectfully represents: 


That in 1797, your petitioners and the said Bartholomew and Michael Butcher emigrated to Upper 
Louisiana, and have resided from that time until the present, in what is now the State of Missouri, That 
on the 11th of June, 1802, the said Bartholomew, Michael and Sebastien Butcher, and Peter Bloom, 
petitioned the intendant at New Orleans, for a grant of 1,600 arpens of land, to be taken at a place 
therein mentioned, or if vacant land could not be there found, then to take the quantity lacking in the 
king’s domain; and that Don Pierre Delassus de Luziere, commandant of the post of New Bourbon, recom- 
mended to the said intendant of Louisiana the confirmation of said grant of land, a copy of which said 
grant of Jand is hereunto annexed, in the handwriting of said Luziere, and marked No, 1. Your peti- 
tioners further state, that the original of said petition and recommendation has been filed with the board 
of commissioners for the adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, and that a certified copy of the 
testimony laid before said board of commissioners, in this behalf, accompanies this petition. Your 
petitioners further represent, that since their said testimony was filed before the said board of commis- 
sioners, the said Mary Ann Laplante, whom your petitioners consider as a material witness in their 
favor, has departed this life, as will appear by the depositions of John V, Valle and John R. Lalumandiere, 
hereunto annexed, marked Your petitioners further state, that, being unlearned and illiterate men, 
they had supposed, and always tock it for granted, that the claim here exhibited was a concession ; and 
they aver that such grants were always considered as concessions, and passed from hand to hand as such, 
during the Spanish government, as will appear from the depositions of Messrs. Valle and Lalumandiere, 
hereinbefore referred to, and the testimony taken before the said board of commissioners. Your peti- 
tioners further state, that the said board of commissioners have decided, as they are informed, that their 
said claim is not by them considered as a concession, and therefore the said board do not consider them- 
selves authorized to adjudicate upon it. Your petitioners state, that from the time of the said grant to 
the present, they have enjoyed possession of said land as other persons holding under concessions, and 
(being, as before stated, unlearned men), had no doubts but their claim rested on the same basis as other 
concessions. Your petitioners therefore pray, that the government of the United States will grant to 
them their said claim of land, or, at least, permit them to present the same before the said board of 
commissioners, to be adjudicated upon the same as if their claim was what they had always heretofore 
understood it to be,'a regular concession, And your petitioners will pray, &c. 
S. BUTCHER. 
PETER BLOOM. 





To his lordship the intendant general of the Province of Louisiana, in his mansion at New Orleans : 


Michael Butcher, Bartholomew Butcher, and Bastien Butcher, and Peter Bloom, supplicate very 
humbly, and have the honor to represent, that having resided, since several years, under the domination 
of his Catholic Majesty, and having never obtained any land from the government, they would wish to 
make and improve a plantation as well as a grazing farm; to this effect they have made researches for a 
tract of land suitable to their views, and have found one situated at about six miles from Mine a la 
Motte, on the road which leads to St. Genevieve and New Bourbon, at a place where there is a spring, 
which is at about a half mile from the land of Mr. Robert Friend; the said tract consisting of sixteen 
hundred arpens in superficie. For these motives, the said petitioners apply to your lordship, praying 
that you may be pleased to grant to them the above-mentioned tract of land, consisting in sixteen 
hundred arpens in supertiicie, at the place hereabove described, for them, their heirs and assigns; and, in 
case the aforesaid quantity of arable land was not to be found in the place hereabove described, to 
authorize them to take what would be wanting in a vacant place of the king’s domain; the said land, 
now solicited for, not being granted to any person, which fact can be certified, if needed, by the nearest 
neighbors, as well as by the surveyor of this district. In so doing, the petitioners shall never cease to 
pray for the conservation of your days. 

Done at New Bourbon, June 11, 1802. BARTHOLOMEW BUTCHER. 
MICHAEL BUTCHER. 

BASTIEN BUTCHER, his X mark. 
PETER BLOOM, his & mark. 


We, captain, civil and military commandant of the post of New Bourbon, of Tllinois, do certify to 
my lord the intendant of Louisiana, that the petitioners are very honest individuals, exercising in a 
perfect manner the profession of masons, who have been of the most precious utility to the inhabitants 
of these districts since their arrival, as much for the construction of houses and chinmeys free of catching 
fire (a ’abry du feu), as for the erecting of furnaces to smelt lead. We do certify, besides, that the 
greatest part of the said mason work being finished, and the said petitioners having the intention of 
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leaving this country, we have united our endeavors to those of Don Francois Vallé, commandant of St. 

Genevieve, to prevail upon them to remain, to which they have consented, upon the promise we have 

made to them to employ ourselves near his lordship the intendant, in order to have the concession which 

they solicit granted to them, to form thereon a plantation. The said land has not been granted to any 

son, and is, evidently, a part of the king’s domain. 

Done at New Bourbon, 15th June, 1802. P. DELASSUS DE LUZIERE. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 


pers« 


Truly translated. St. Louis, 12th December, 1832. 


—_— 





Arpens.| Acres. 





3 
: 2 
‘ Quantity. = 
Name of original Nature and date! & 
dsleneus. Pe RA a des of claim. | 3 | Evidence with reference to minutes and records. 
| ° | 
S| 
oe 





| By whom surveyed. 
Date and situation 
| Conflicting claims. 


| Number. 


| 


—_— ) | 7 ; = 
| Sebastian Butcher | 1,600 |........ Petition and re- ....).eeeee | October 3d, 1811, board met. Present, John B. C. 
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and others. commendation | | Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, 
15th June | commissioners. 
1802. | Michael Butcher, Bartholomew Butcher, Bastien 


| 
| 
| 
| Butcher, and Peter Bloom, claiming 400 arpens of 
| land, situate, water of the river St. Francis, district 

of St. Genevieve, produced a petition to the intend- 
ant, together with a recommendation from P. D. De- 
lassus de Luziere, commandant of New Bourbon, 
dated 15th December, 1802. A plat of survey, dated 
23d February, 1806, certified 23d February, 1806. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought 
| not tu be granted, 
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Michael Butcher, Bartholomew Butcher, Bastien Butcher, and Peter Bloom, claiming 1,200 arpens of 
land, situate on the waters of Big river, district of St. Genevieve, produce to the board the petition and 
recommendation, as in the foregoing claim, a plat of survey, dated 25th February, 1806, certified 28th 
February, 1806. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 5, 
page 392. . 

December 14th, 1832, F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Sebastien Butcher, and the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher, Michael Butcher, 
and Peter Bloom, claiming 1,600 arpens of land, (See Book No, 5, page 352, Record Book D, pages 46 
and 47,) produce a paper purporting to be their petition to the intendant general of Louisiana, and a 
recommendation to the same, of Pierre Delassus de Luziere, commandant of New Bourbon, dated 15th 
June, 1802; also, a paper purporting to be a plat and certificate of survey, dated 25th February, 1806, 
by Nathaniel Cook, deputy surveyor, 

The following additional testimony was taken in the foregoing case, in Compliance with a resolution 
of this board of the 10th of October last. 

The claimants state that, by virtue of their said claim, they located 400 arpens thereof about six 
miles from Mine a la Motte, as in their petition prayed for, That finding no other vacant land at that 
place of value for cultivation, they located the remaining twelve hundred arpens at a place on the waters 
of Grand or Big river, agreeably to the tenor of their said petition, and the plat of survey herewith 
shown to the board of Commissioners. The petitioners further state, that the plat of survey for the said 
four hundred arpens, so located near Mine a la Motte, is now in the land office at Jackson, so that they 
can now produce it, but believe the same is on record in the oflice of the recorder of land titles in St. 
Louis. 

Joseph Pratte, being duly sworn in this behalf, deposeth and saith that he has seen the recommenda- 
tion of the said Luziere, late commandant of the post of New Bourbon, annexed to the petition of the 
said claimants for a grant or concession of sixteen hundred arpens of land; that he is well acquainted 
with the handwriting of said Luziere ; and that the said recommendation, dated June 15th, 1802, and the 
signature thereunto affixed, are in the handwriting of the said Luziere. This deponent further saith that 
he is well acquainted with the handwriting of Ant, Soulard, late surveyor general of Upper Louisiana, 
and that his signature to the plat of survey here shown, is, as this deponent verily believes, genuine, 
and written by himself. This deponent further saith, that he is fifty-seven years of age, and has resided 
in St. Genevieve and vicinity, in what was formerly Upper Louisiana, all his life; that he is well 
acquainted with the nature of Spanish concessions, and requests and recommendations of commandant 
of posts, of which latter class the claim here shown appears to be one. That after the year 1799 or 1800, 
(as near as he can recollect, ) the commandants did not give concessions, but recommendations to the 
intendant general at New Orleans, (as in this case,) and that said recommendations were uniformly con- 
sidered of equal validity with concessions, and were passed and transferred from hand to hand as such, 
and that it was the uniform custom of the intendant general at New Orleans to grant and confirm all 
such claims. 

This affiant further saith, that he has no doubt that the claim here shown would have been confirmed 
by the said intendant, under the usages and custom of the Spanish government; that he has known the 
said Sebastien (or Bastien) Michael, and Bartholomew Butcher, and Peter Bloom, to have come to the 
country in the year 1797; and that it was the custom of the government to give lands to persons of their 
description when applied for, and he has never heard that they received any other lands than those in the 
present claim mentioned. 


: LINN. } Land Commissioners. 
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John Baptiste Vallé, sen., being duly sworn in this behalf, deposeth and saith that he has seen the 
recommendation of the said Luziere, late commandant of the post of New Bourbon, annexed to the 
petition of the said claimants for a grant and concession of sixteen hundred arpens of land; that he ig 
well acquainted with the handwriting of the said Luziere, and that the said recommendation to the 
intendant general, and the signature thereunto affixed, are in the handwriting of the said Luzicre. — Thig 
deponent further says that he was well acquainted with Antoine Soulard, late surveyor general of Upper 
Louisiana, and that his signature to the plat of survey here shown, this deponent believes to be genuine 
and written by said Soulard. This deponent further says that he is now seventy-two years of age, and 
has resided in St. Genevieve, in the district (now county) of St. Genevieve, all his life; and is wel] 
acquainted with the manner of granting concessions by the Spanish government in Louisiana, and he 
always considered incipient titles of the kind here shown, as much entitled to a confirmation as any 
other, and that, frequently, lands granted by the said Spanish government were not surveyed until 
several years after they were granted and confirmed. 

J. BAPTISTE VALLE. 


And as a witness in this behalf, Mary Ann Laplante personally appeared before Lewis F. Linn, one 
of the commissioners appointed to settle and finally adjust the land claims in Missouri, and authorized 
by the said board of commissioners to receive testimony in this behalf, who being duly sworn, deposeth 
and saith, that she is about fifty-eight years of age; that she came from France to Upper Louisiana in 
the family of Mr. Luziere, late commandant of the post of New Bourbon, and has resided in St. Genevieve 
and New Bourbon ever since the said Luziere came to the country ; that sometime before the change of 
government, (she thinks about the year 1802,) she was in the office of the said Luziere, (he being then 
commandant of the post of New Bourbon,) and saw Mr. Luziere writing a paper, which said Luziere 
then told her was a concession or grant of land to Bartholomew Butcher, Michael Butcher, Sebastien (or 
Bastien) Butcher, and Peter Bloom, which grant or concession said Luziere informed the witness was for 
four hundred arpens for cach of said persons, for that, as those persons were such good stone masons, it 
was a great object to the people and the government of the country to have such good workmen and 
peaceable subjects retained in the country. This affiant being now blind cannot, of course, say whether 
the grant or concession, or recommendation, now shown to the commissioner, is the same she saw Mr, 
Luziere write. See Book No. 6, page 76. 


her 

MARY ANN X LAPLANTE, 
mark. 

L. F. LINN. 


November 27th, 1833. The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present, L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, 
F, R. Conway, commissioners. Sebastian Butcher, Bartholomew Butcher, Bastian Butcher and Peter 
Bloom, claiming 1,600 arpens of land. 

The board, although not considering themselves authorized by the provisions of the act of Congress 
to take cognizance of this claim, regarding it to be a meritorious claim, respectfully recommend it to 
the examination of Congress for confirmation. 

I. F. LINN. 
KF. R. CONWAY. 
A. G. IARRISON, 





23p Conaress. ] No. 1249. [Isr Srsston: 
CLAIM FOR IMPROVEMENTS MADE ON CERTAIN LANDS IN INDIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JUNE 10, 18384. 


Mr. Biss, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the resolution to inquire into the 
expediency of granting indemnity to Samuel and James Smith, of Indiana, for improvements made 
by them on certain property of the United States under a lease given to them by the trustees of the 
United States, reported : : 


That the president, directors, and company of the Bank of Vincennes, the State Bank of Indiana, 
were in arrear to the treasury of the United States, in the sum of $128,308, and, to secure the payment 
thereof, conveyed and assigned over to John Badollet, John C. Harrison, and Robert Buntin, lands and 
tenements, including a steam distillery, appurtenances, and fixtures, and notes, &e., in trust that they 
or a majority, should sell and collect, and apply the proceeds to the payment of the debt due the United 
States, with legal interest thereon. The deed of trust contained an authority to the trustees, or a ma- 
jority, to demise and lease the whole, or any part of the said lands, lots and houses, until such time as 
a sale or sales thereof could be made, and receive and take the rents, issues, and profits thereof ; the 
rents and profits, and proceeds of sales of the property, to be paid into the public treasury of the United 
States until the debt should be extinguished. ; 

The trustees, in the fall of the year 1827, agreed with James and Samuel Smith for the repairs of 
the tenement known as the steam distillery, then in a dilapidated condition, and for such alterations as to 
put the distillery in a state for useful and successful operation ; the improvements and repairs to be com- 
pensated by a lease of the steam mill tenement for a time proportionate to the costs of the repairs and 
improvements. James and Samuel Smith, in pursuance of this agreement, took possession of the tene- 
ment, and made expenditures in repairs to the value of two thousand three hundred and eighty dollars 
ten cents. In making this arrangement, the trustees certify they were moved by the consideration that 
the steam mill tenement being untenanted, was going to decay, and they saw no probability of effecting 
a sale of the property in that dilapidated state. 
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After this agreement, and after the repairs were progressing by James and Samucl Smith, the trus- 
tees entered into an agreement with W illiam H. Neilson for a conditional sale and purchase of a tract of 
about eighty acres, including the steam mill and the buildings near the same, as appears by articles 
signed and sealed by the trustees and said Neilson, bearing date on the 21st June, 1828. The trustees 
therein covenanted to put Neilson into immediate possession of the steam mill and buildings, and to con- 
tinue him in the possession thereof for one year, to commence from the first day of July, 1828. Neilson 
covenanted to pay for the year a rent of two hundred dollars on the Ist day of July, 1829. The trustees 
covenanted to remit the rent, if Neilson should, ‘ot any time previous to the lst day of October next, 
(1828) make purchase of the said steam mill; otherwise, the same to be exacted and paid at the time 
above mentioned.” It appears by the articles signed and sealed by the trustees, bearing date on the 27th 
December, 1828, annexed to the former agreement, that said Neilson “did, previous to the Ist day of 
October last, (1828) purchase of the trustees the property mentioned in the foregoing article, viz., the 
steam mill and the square of ground whereon the same is situate, together with the residue of the tract 
known as the steam-mill tract, adjoining the borough of Vincennes on the northeast, containing two ar- 
pens in width by forty in depth,” for the sum of six thousand dollars. 

The trustees covenanted to deliver to Neilson a deed for the premises, with general warranty, and 
Neilson covenanted to execute his obligations to the trustees for the payment of the price of six thousand 
dollars by six equal annual installments, the first installment to become due on the Ist day of January, 1830. 

It appears by the certificate of the trustees, and by the articles themselves, that in the sale, and in the 
conveyance to Neilson, no mention or reservation was made of the right of James and Samuel Smith to 
the possession of the steam mill, according to the previous agreement between the trustees and Smith, of 
the year 1827, and the repairs and expenditures in pursuance of that agreement. 

Furthermore, it appears that the trustees adjusted the expenditures of James and Samuel Smith at 
two thousand dollars, and did, by a writing under their hands and seals, bearing date on the third day of 
June, 1830, execute to said James and Samuel Smith, for and on behalf of the United States, and as 
trustees of the property so deeded in trust, a lease for the tenement used as the steam distillery for and 
during the term of ten years, beginning on the first day of January, one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-eight, “for and in consideration of the sum of two thousand dollars by them (the Smiths,) ex-. 
pended on said premises ; and the said James and Samuel Smith do agree to leave said distillery in good 
running order, with eighty tubs, and the necessary apparatus for working the same,” &c. 

The said Neilson sold the tenements purchased by him, including the distillery, to Morrison and Hun- 
ter, who threatened to dispossess James and Samuel Smith by law. They assigned their lease in 1830, 
to H. D. Wheeler, who abandoned the lease in 1831, in consequence of the claim of Neilson and his ven- 
dee; and Wheeler, the assignee of James and Samuel Smith, has successfully resisted the payment of 
the sum stipulated for the purchase of the lease, on the ground that they, the assignors, had no interest 
in the premises pretended to be assigned. 

The trustees account for the delay in executing the lease to Smiths, by reason of the absence of Mr. 
Harrison, one of the trustees, connected with a delay in ascertaining the amount of the expenditures for 
repairs. They say, moreover, that the Smiths have received no compensation for their expenditures, ex- 
cept the short time of their occupation, from the date of their agreement in 1827, until the sale to Neil- 
son in June, 1828, which time was occupied in making repairs ; and from June, 1828, until the abandon- 
ment of the lease in 1831, the Smiths are bound to Neilson and his assignees for the rents and profits. 

The committee cannot forbear to remark, that the trustees have managed this affair with the lessees, 
James and Samuel Smith, in a very awkward and confused manner. The idea seems to have prevailed 
that the trustees could not make a valid lease to endure beyond the time when a purchaser of the fee 
simple and inheritance should proffer an acceptable proposition ; and this error has led the parties con- 
cerned into difficulties. The deed gives to the trustees an express power to “demise or lease the 
whole or any part of the said lands, lots, and houses, until such time as a sale or sales thereof can 
be made ;” next, a power is given to them, whensvever thereto requested by the Secretary of the 
Treasury of the United States, to ‘sell and dispose of, for cash or on credit, on such terms, and in such 
parts or parcels, as to them shall seem most advantageous, all or any part of the lands, tenements, or 
hereditaments.” And in the declaration of uses and trusts, the trustees are directed to “ apply all and 
every the sum or sums of money, or other proceeds to be raised or paid by the rents or sales of the said 
lands,” to the proper use of the United States. Under these powers and trusts, the trustees were to 
apply rents as well as_ sales to the uses and purposes of the trusts. The trustees had power to make a 
lease for a certain definite term, so as to invite a good tenant and a fair rent. They were under no ne- 
cessity to insert a clause that the lease should cease as soon as a purchaser in fee should desire to make 
entry upon the premises ; not the duration of the lease, but their discretion to lease or sell, was intended 
to be regulated by a bid for the fee simple. They were authorized to lease, and authorized to sell in fee, 
to receive the rents and apply them, or to sell the leasehold, with the accruing rents, together with the 
remainder, to a purchaser, and apply the purchase money. But after having made a sale of the fee sim- 
ple, they had no longer a right to make a lease. If they had executed to James and Samuel Smith a 
lease for ten years, and then sold to Neilson in fee, the purchaser must have taken the estate subject to 
the lease. But, by suffering the agreement for the lease to remain in parol and in fieri, by covenanting 
with Neilson to deliver him immediate possession, and by delivering to Neilson a deed in fee, and after- 
wards executing a lease to the Smiths, the trustees made themselves responsible to Neilson for immediate 
possession, and responsible to the Smiths in case he was deprived, by their acts, of the benefit of the 
agreement for repairs. 

It seems that the trustees intended to make the most of the property for the benefit of the United 
States ; that their agreement with the Smiths was fairly intended to prevent the distillery and buildings 
from going to ruin, and to induce a better price from a purchaser. The mistake about their powers, and 
the manner of conducting the lease and the sale, have led the parties into perplexity, and the lessees to 
loss. But the United States have received the benefit of the expenditures of James and Samuel Smith 
for repairs. If the trustees had paid for these repairs, they would have been justly entitled to deduct 
them from the proceeds of sales, and the balance only would have been due to the treasury. As they 
did not pay, but have subjected the lessees to the loss, and the treasury is to receive the benefit of the 
sales, your committee deem it expedient that James and Samuel Smith should be remunerated for their 
expenditures in improving the property under their agreement with the trustees. 

They accordingly report a bill for the relief of James and Samuel Smith, of Indiana. 
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ON CLAIM TO CERTAIN LANDS IN MASSACHUSETTS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JUNE 10, 1834. 


Mr. Biss, from the Committce on the Judiciary, to whom the petition of sundry persons claiming ag the 
heirs of Silence Elliot was referred, reported : 


That the petitioners desire to be authorized to prosecute suits against the United States in the circuit 
court of the United States for the district of Massachusetts for the recovery of lands conveyed to the 
United States, and also that the statute of limitations may not be interposed asa bar. These petitioners, 
about thirty-two in number, present their claims as having originated many years ago—how long, is not 
stated ; they say one John Haskins took out letters of administration upon ‘the estate of Silence Elliot, 
from the judge of a court of probate who had no jurisdiction to grant them ; whereby, they say, the said 
Haskins was not the administrator: yet, acting as administrator, he took’ possession of all ‘the lands 
belonging to her, the said Silence Elliot, lying in the city of Boston, and sold the same, as he said, for the 
payment of her debts, procured the lands to-be purchased at the sale on his own account, and held them 
until his death, since which the heirs of said Haskins have sold and conveyed many of the lots to individ- 
uals, and several to the United States, in the year 1817. That they instituted various suits against 
individuals, in one of which suits a verdict and judgment final, in the highest judic ial tribunal of Massa- 
chusetts, has been rendered in favor of the petitioners ; and ‘all the other opposing tenants have com- 
promised, and the suits have been amicably adjusted and withdrawn. 

That they presented their petition to the Congress for leave to institute suits against the United 
States to try their title during their session of 1829 and 1830, which was rejected ; since the rejection 
the term of forty years allow ed by the statute of limitations, within which time their suits might have 
been instituted, has expired, to wit, on or about the 2d of August, 1830. 

The committee have not been furnished with the record of the adjudication of Massachusetts, or any 
information as to the particular points litigated in the case which was adjudged. It is not pretended 
that any other than Haskins obtained letters of administration from any other court. Upon what fact or 
point the objection to the jurisdiction of the court of probate is now placed to oust that jurisdiction, and 
place it in another court, is not disclosed. When the lots were sold, whether then unimproved or improved, 
what length of time has elapsed since the letters of administration were granted by the court of seeming 
jurisdiction, does not appear. Certainly the cause of action accrued upwards of forty years past, and 
that is all that is certainly known about the case. The petitioners invite the Congress to dispense with 
the general rules that a government is not to appear as a defendant and wrongdoer before her own courts 
of justice, and also with the limitation of forty years, merely because a single individual defendant has 
failed in his defence, and others have bought their peace. 

The committee do not think that the success of the petitioners in a single action, when the nature 
of the demand and defence is so little understood, is a sufficient reason for departing from settled rules 
and safe policy. They do not think it expedient for the government to put its title and possession, now 
incontrovertible, into controversy, when that controversy is to hang upon transactions of more than forty 
years’ standing ; nor to subject the lots to litigation after such long sleeping upon their supposed rights, 
when the delay is not explained nor excused ; more especially when the claim of the petitioners appears 
to be founded in a technical nicety, too subtile to strike the vision of the court, and the actors of that 
day. The committee, therefore, recommend the following : 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners is unreasonable, and that it be rejected. 
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PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS TO LAND IN ALABAMA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JUNE 11, 1834. 


Treascry Department, June 11, 1834. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit a copy of two reports by the register and receiver of the land 
ofice for the district of St. Stephen’s, Alabama, prepared in obedience to the 3d section of the act of 
Congress approved 2d March, 1829. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Martin Van Buren, Vice-President United States and President of the Senate. 





Lanp Orrice, St. Stephen’s, May 23, 1834. 
Sir: We have forwarded with this our reports, Nos. 5 and 6, under the 3d section of the act of the 
2d March, 182! 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, JNO. B. HAZARD, Register. 
JOHN H. OWEN, Receiver. 


Hon. Exisan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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No. 5. 


Abstract of claims to land situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and below the 31st degree of lati- 
tude, presented to the register and receiver of the land office for the district of St. Stephen’s, in the State 
of Alabama, acting as commissioners, under the authority of the third section of the act of Congress of 
9d March, 1829, entitled “ An act confirming the reports of the register and receiver of the land office 
for the district of St. Stephen’s, in the State of Alabama, and for other purposes.” 








ee re 
i 4 Nl l 
| Possession. | 


Original claimant. Nature of claim. Tract claimed. Quantity |—--—- Remarks. 


| 
| 


claimed. |From To 


| | 
aie 


No. | By whom claimed. 
| 
| 
I- 


1 | Peter Baptiste ..--- | | Spanish grant from J. V. | Forty arpens deep Unknown.| 1863 1813 | 
| Jno. Pierre nae Morales, dated Jan. 30, | by the front, be- | | 
| 
| Bedo Baptiste .. +++ 1808, being a confirm- tween Bayou Ha- | 


Usam Baptiste «+++. ation of a grant from | man and the riv- 


Louis Baptiste «+++. 
Harriet Baptiste.... J | iana, dated in 1792. 





John Pierre Baptiste. 
| the governor of Lounis- | er Orbanne. 
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i Lanp Orrice, St. Stephen’s, Alabama, May 23, 1834, 
The foregoing claimants appear to have been residents of that part of Louisiana situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, 
and below the thirty-first degree of latitude, on the 15th of April, 1813, and on that day, and for ten consecutive years previous thereto, 
to have been in possession of the tract claimed: it is therefore recommended for confirmation for the quantity contained in a league 
square, to include such lands as may have been heretofore confirmed under this title. All of whieh is respectfully submitted. 
JNO. B. HAZARD, Register. 
JOHN H. OWEN, Receiver. 





No. 6. 


Abstract of claims to land situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and below the thirty-first degree 
of latitude, presented to the register and receiver of the landoffice for the district of St. Stephen’s, in 
the State of Alabama, acting as commissioners under the authority of the act of Congress of the 2d 
March, 1829, entitled “ An act confirming the reports of the register and receiver of the land office for 
the district of St. Stephen’s, in the State of Alabama, and Jor other purposes.” 























| ; | Possession. 
No. | By whom claimed. Nature of claim. | Tract claimed, andwhere {|_| nn 
| situated. | | 
| From— | To— 
1 | John Baptiste Bouzage......| Possession 15th April, 1813, and for 10, | | 
| consecutive years previous thereto Bayou de Douse .....s.000 «| 1803 | 15th April, 1813. 
2 | John Ladnier ...e++ceseeees do do | On the sea coast at Biloxi.... 1803 do 
3 | Heirs of Philip Saucier...... do do Mouth of the Wolf river....-| 1798 do 
4 | Pierre Cano .ececceecseevees do do | Bay of St. Loum......ese00+) 1798 | do 
5 | Charles Favre .....sseeeeeee do do do sisa caeceee|@RROd do 
6 | Louise Nicaise.......eeeeees do do do er eee do 
7 Amclite Sissassier ...+++++++ do do do cocccccecees) 1801 do 
8 | John Baptiste Lardass .....- do do do Weeslacencaesl ee beaS do 
9 | Dominique Ladner..++++...-+ do do | Bay of Biloxi.....ssseeeees| 1798 de 
10 | Jarquean Ladner...+sseeees do do | Bay of Biloxi.....ssecseees) 1798 do 
11 | Charles Asmar ....essseeeee do do | Pass Christien.....ss2ss00++, 1783 do 
12 | Claude Ladner...ccesseoeses do do | Lake Borgne ....esseeeeeee; 1793 do 
13 | Valentine Burgois sss seeees do do | Bay of St. Louis......+..06+, 1798 do 











Lanp Orricr, St. Stephen’s, Alabama, May 23, 1834. 
The foregoing claimants appear to have been residents of that part of Louisiana situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, 
and below the thirty-first degree of latitude, on the 15th April, 1813, and on that day, and for ten consecutive years previous thereto, 
to have been in possession of the tracts claimed. It is the opinion of the undersigned, that, although the foregoing claimants have 
no written evidence of claim, they are entitled to a league square of land under the law, provided they had that quantity in posses- 
sion; but, as they do not prove what the foregoing tracts contain, they are recommended for confirmation for such quantity as Congress 


may think proper to give. All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JNO. B. HAZARD, Register. 


JOHN H. OWEN, Receiver. 
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ON THE CONDITION OF THE LAND OFFICES, AND CONDUCT OF THE REGISTERS Any 
RECEIVERS THEREOF, DURING THE YEAR 1833. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JUNE 13, 1834. 


Treasury Department, June 12, 1834, 


Str: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate dated the 29th ultimo, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to communicate to the Senate ‘copies of the several reports made by the agents appointed to 
examine into the condition of the land oflices for the sale of the public lands, and the conduct of the 
several registers and receivers during the year 1833, together with the documents and other evidence 
annexed to said reports,” I have the honor to transmit duplicates and copies of the reports received 
from the several agents employed in the examination of the land offices, together with the documents and 
other evidences appertaining to the same. 

In addition to the reports herewith transmitted, I would respectfully refer the Senate to that of J. A. 
Howard, Esq., showing the result of a further examination of the land office at Indianapolis, which js 
already in the possession of the Senate. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
R. B. TANEY, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Hon. M. Van Buren, Vice-President of the United States, and President of the Senate. 





A. 


Lanp Orrice, Huntsville, Ala., July 27, 1833. 
Sir: Immediately upon my arrival at this place, I made known my appointment, by delivering your 
letter of introduction ; and, as you informed me that the object of my mission was ‘to ascertain facts,” 
J carefully abstained, agreeably to your instructions, from a disclosure of motives. I shall now proceed 
to state the result of my investigations upon all the matters to which my attention was directed by your 
instructions, commencing with an account current and inventory of the cash in the receiver’s hands, 


The receiver at Huntsville in account with the United States. 





Dr. 
To sales of lands from 30th June to 27th July...... (ANKE Dende 6eN DER RES RRs Re I Oe 
Cr. 
ee ey Ee I OD 6 hiss Fa beso wcec esos eS er rere eee Ter wmibwiees,  Bee ae 
BT ese een 


a SEE OU ECCS Nowe vrs ecsecasaewsscie 
$2,194 06 


The above balance was exhibited to me by the reeciver as follows : 
$652 161 


a ee MMW Keene kaw Keen ieee eRe 

in Alabama State Bank notes ...... 0.60.00 650s s05. Se ee Te Tree Te TT eee weeeee 1,360 00 

Rs nbd ewicuwsewsans Pe ee ne he eee ee See See eee be TRAN ad 4 Shas ele wen, bike : 2 62} 
‘ $2,014 78 





I examined with care the ledger, journal, and register of reccipts of the recciver’s office, and com- 
pared the entries made in each with those made in the others, and satisfied myself of their accuracy ; 
and I also found these books severally made up and posted to this day. I made a comparison of such a 
number of entries in the register of receipts with the register’s entries of certificates of purchase, as 
convinced me of their strict accordance with each other. The entries in the register of certificates, 
journal, and ledger, have been made up to this day, and the tract books have been opened in the numeri- 
val order prescribed by the General Land Office, and the instructions relative to quarter-quarter sections 
have been complied with. I made a comparison between the tract book and township plat sufficient to 
satisfy me of their accordance with each other, and all the books and papers are in good order, and the 
entries made in a neat and legible hand. The furniture of the two offices, belonging to the government, 
consists only of two pine desks, worth about twelve dollars; but the officers have, at their own cost, 
supplied all the requisite furniture. Against the general conduct and character of the register and 
receiver I heard no complaints, 

Since November, 1830, the receiver has purchased twenty-five or thirty tracts of land, all of which 
have been regularly returned to the General Land Office in his own name, and in no other way has he any 
interest, directly or indirectly, in public lands. The register being absent, I could obtain no certain 
information from him in relation to his purchases, but the receiver assured me that if the register owned 
any land it was duly entered according to law, and in his own name. 

The permanent residences of the register and receiver are at Huntsville, but I found that when 
either of them was absent, the other acted in the double official capacity ; they are also partners in trade. 
And I would respectfully suggest whether such a combination of interests and action is not calculated to 
destroy that wholesome check upon the conduct of registers and receivers which was contemplated by 
the act of Congress creating the two offices ? 

Respectfully submitted, &c. CHARLES BIDDLE. 
Hon. Evan Haywarp, Commissioner of General Land Office. 
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ON THE CONDITION OF LAND OFFICES, ETC. 





B. 


Lanp Orricr, Tuscaloosa, Ala , August 5, 1833. 


Sin: Immediately after my arrival at this place, your letter of introduction made me acquainted 
with the register and receiver, and I proceed to answer the inquiries your instructions directed me to 
make commencing with an account current of the receiver. 

ahe, 


The receiver at Tuscaloosa in account with the United States. 














Dr. 
To balance due 30th EE ahaa choke aad eae ne hO NRE Re eee es (ies) eee 
Ty sales from Ist to 31st July .....eee. eee eee eee re tie deietuseenan kes coccccce 4,138 89 
Ty sales from Ist to Sth August ........... ES eee Sate lau danse Re eRe ae 599 25 
$6,627 82 
Cr. 
By balance due ee eee eee re ere coawbcdaed babes MeO A ademeneeS $6,627 82 
The above balance of $6,627.82 was exhibited to me as follows, viz: 
Notes of the State Bank of Alabama ............. anaes oie ele Hi. ae 
CG ( cc apse onodeheucuer sy omereye tens fer ose sek elon ovat oreler ek enero 82 


———— $6,697 82 














I examined with great care the ledger, journal, and register of receipts of the receiver’s office, and 
compared the entries made in each with those made in the others, and satisfied myself of their accuracy ; 
and I also found these books severally made up and posted to this day. I made a comparison of such 
number of entries of receipts with the register’s entries of certificates of purchase, as convinced me of 
the’r strict accordance with each other. The entries are completed in all the before-mentioned books up 
to this day, and the tract books have been opened in the order prescribed by the General Land Office, and 
the law zelative to quarter-quarter sections has been complied with. I made a comparison between the 
tract book and township plat sufficient to satisfy me of their accordance with each other, and all the 
books are in remarkably neat order, and the entries made in a neat hand. The office furniture of both 
offices consists of a large writing-desk and two small cases worth about twenty-five dollars. The 
receiver has an iron chest, private property. Against the conduct and character of the register or 
receiver I heard no complaints. Neither of those officers have ever been remotely interested in any land 
purchases, except in their own names, regularly returned with the quarterly returns to the General Land 
Office. They both reside in the town of Tuscaloosa. 

Respectfully submitted, &c. CHARLES BIDDLE. 


Hon. Exuan Haywarp, Washington City. 





C, 
Lanp Orricr, Demopolis, Ala., August 12, 1834. 

Sir: Owing to delays in transportion, or from some other cause, the books and stationery intended 
for the office have not yet arrived. IT found, however, in use, a temporary register of receipts, and a 
temporary register of entry of certificates: these I scrutinized with great care, and compared the entries 
together, and found them all to correspond. I then deemed it necessary to compare each of those entries 
with the entries on the plats, and found them all correct. 

The office furniture for the offices has been recently purchased, and cost the sum of seventy-five dollars 
and fifty cents. I beg leave to call your attention to the annexed letter from the register and receiver, 
asking for some additional furniture. They have not been engaged directly or indirectly in the purchase 
of lands. Against the conduct and character of the register and receiver I heard no complaint. As 
there was neither legder, nor journal, it became necessary to examine the register of receipts, in order to 
ascertain the amount due to the United States, which was found to be as follows: 

Sales of lands from 15th July, 1833, when the office commenced, until 31st July, 1833, inclusive $6,391 36 


sales of lands from the Ist to the Sth of August ........ccccccceccccccccccccsscceces . 1,300 58} 
sales of lands from the Gth to the 9th of August .......0cccccccccsccscccccnccesecscecs 844 54 
$8,536 484 





This sum of $8,536.48 was exhibited to me as follows : 


e 


0 neh pan eu eh aCe A ehe Radda ces sedessesscsicssance SEER 
2. Notes of the Bank of the United States .......c.cccescesccccscccccsecese 1,470 00 
*. Notes of Tie State Dank of Alabams.....cccccsccecccccescsceccvecsecss 43230 00 
ee ON in 6 50 e edad oes oaNeRedeeaKeesevercercccces SOROS 
O. EYait of Ptabe Dank woon New York .....5..0..0sccssscossessecsccsoses 1,500 00 
6. Draft of the United States’ Bank upon Mobile ............eecceecceccceeee 154 03 
1. Beveiver’s aecoant for contingencies .....6.600ccceccacscctecccesecceses 72 75 





$8,536 481 








All of which is respectfully submitted by your most obedient servant, 
CHARLES BIDDLE. 
Hon. E. Waywarn, 
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The register and receiver of the land office at Demopolis would beg leave to call the attention of 
Col. Biddle, to the following facts: ‘ 

The torn and defaced state of the maps greatly retards the examination of them, and is calculated to 
create mistakes in making entries, Many tracts of land are marked with the letter P., which is the mark 
of entry, and nothing appears on the abstract of sales furnished by the officers at St. Stephen’s to show 
that such tracts have been entered; yet, in some instances, individuals have exhibited to us the receiver's 
receipts for tracts in that situation. It is but justice to the present officers at St. Stephen’s to make 
known that most of the tracts in that situation appear to have been entered previous to their appointment 
to the office, yet it is probable the register at St. Stephen’s can afford some information on the subject, 

A list of such tracts will be forwarded to Col. B. at St. Stephen’s. : 

Two tract books have been received from the General Land Office, the forwarding of which has not 
been announced by the Commissioner. 

The abstracts of sales furnished by the officers of the land offices at Cahawba and St. Stephen’s are 
deficient in some items necessary to enter the tract books, viz., ‘rate per acre,” ‘“ amount of purchase 
money,”’ “number of register’s returns,” “number of receipts,” “number of certificates of purchase,” 
“date of patent,” “ volume and page of, when recorded.” 

A copy of Clarke’s Compilation of Land Laws has been promised by the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, but not yet furnished. 

The necessity of furnishing this office with an iron chest, for the safe-keeping of moneys, must appear 
obvious, when it is recollected that the situation of the office is on the bank of a navigable river, often 
frequented by numbers of boatmen, whose character for outrage and dishonesty is so well known ; the 
resistance of two officers against an attack from a dozen such characters would not be sufficient for the 
protection of the public money. Other offices have been furnished with a similar one. <A fire-proof chest 
would cost about one hundred and twenty-five dollars. 

This being a new office, it became necessary for the receiver to procure office furniture; in doing so, 
it will be perceived that ‘he has had an eye to the strictest economy.” 

A. J. CRAWFORD, Register. 

Lanp Orrice, Demopolis, August 12, 1833. THOMAS SIMPSON, Leceiver. 

Subjoined is a list of articles of office furniture procured for Demopolis land office: 

ES Te eT ne ee ee eee See 


cM eee TT Tee T TECTURE ORE OT EEE TLE T TTT eT TTT ee 8 50 
Zwo panor and hook-cases, a6 $21.50 2025. ccccccccssvcscceccesvccccnseccesocsseescocseses £3 00 


$75 00 


——— 





Lanp Orricr, Cahawba, Ala., August, 1833. 
Sir: After presenting your letters of introduction to the register and receiver, 1 proceeded to execute 
your orders, and annexed you have a statement of the results of my investigation and inquiries, 
The following is an account current with the receiver: 


The receiver at Cahawha in account with the United States. 


Dr. 
To balance due 30th Janc, 1883, as per account ......s0cccsssccsvccsscvcvcscscscsececes $560 47 
ee Ce EE Sb SUNS OEY, TOF GAO oo okie ioe ssi babe veresseesscesscvcccesecosasrces FER) 26 
eee Cs Oe OW GER NRE, TF CORN cis bese vcnsenedceeceescsessscessiveraccisacess O09 BG 
Sales from Ist to 16th August, for SCrIp .....ccccccccerccccccccccccceseescescssesesens 79 ST 


18,959 7 





f> 








Cr. 


ne a ee ee rrr errr rr rer re om Me 





— 





The foregoing balance was exhibited to me by the receiver as follows, to wit: 
Te a ee 
ee, Oe EO Gs Kx begins oe de SAORASN SECA SReeeeseeseereeeseccces SOO 
eee er SIE CN te CUES oo vcs ie he cds booed ccervesiceseccreseescss 3,609 OO 
4. Checks drawn by State Bank upon Mobile .........ccccsccccsccccccccvcescvcccccveve 305 00 
5. Certificate of dep. at the Branch Bank, Mobile, credit of U. G. Mitchell, (but not as rec’r) 2,400 00 


6. George MN. Kivetw check on State Bank . . on... cccccccscssvcvccsvesscescvevcvvesecss 100 00 
7. Alexander Pope & Sons’ check on United States Bank at Mobile ......... ccc cee ee eeeee 61 87 
8. William P. Molett’s check on United States Bank at Mobile ........ccccccccssccccece 300 00 
"9. William Hendricks’ draft at sight on Gale and Bowen, Mobile ..........00e cece eeeees 200 00 


10. William Hendricks’ draft at sight on Gale and Bowen, Mobile ..........c0 cece ee eeeee 400 00 
11. Jno. W. Willis’ draft at sight on Turner and Lewis, Mobile ........ ccc cccccccccvcces 300 00 
12. A certificate of foricited land Scrip .....ccsceccscedscdevenscscseceeccecesessvesces 79 87 
i Peer rer Ter err Teer TTT CTE TEP ITEP ETE TEER EEE LEER 193 O01 


$18,959 75 
You will perceive in this list several private drafts and checks which I refused to take any notice of, 
until assured that they were received bona fide in payment for land, and not then until I ascertained that 
the receiver was a very wealthy man, and with perfect understanding as to his individual responsibility. 
I examined with care the ledger, journal and register of receipts of the receiver’s office, and compared 
the entries made in each with those made in the others, and satisfied myself of their accuracy, and I also 
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found these books regularly made up and posted to the Ist July last. I made a comparison of such a 
number of entries In the register of receipts with the register 8 entries of certificates of purchase, as 
convinced me of their strict accordance with each other. Lhe entries in the register of certificates, jour- 
nal, and ledger, have been posted up to the Ist of July, and the tract books have been opened in the 
numerical order prescribed by the General Land Office, and the law relative to quarter-quarter sections 
has been complied with. _ 

I made comparison between the tract book and township plats sufficient to satisfy me of their 
accordance with each other. The maps are bound, but not canvased. They have paper pasted on the 
backs, and are so bound as to prevent them from being canvased, unless rebound which cannot be done 
in Alabama. Indeed, experience has taught the people of the south that those mischievous insects, the 
cock-roach, are more destructive to canvas-bound books than any other. 

There should be cases made for the preservation of the paper of this office. They are now well 
labeled and neatly tied in bundles, but are placed on shelves unprotected from dust or insects. I have 
heard nothing prejudicial to the character or conduct of the register or receiver. The annexed list will 
show the extent to which they have purchased public lands. 

The furniture consists of two desks and one iron chest; the desks are worth about $40, but the iron 
chest was received by the recciver from his predecessor, and its value unknown. All of which is sub- 
mitted by 

Your most obedient servant, CHARLES BIDDLE. 

To the Hon. E. Waywarp. 





A list of lands purchased in the name of Uriah G. Mitchell since the 1st day of January, 1830. 


























1831. May 28 Uriah G@. Mitchell.... | 8,325 | N.W. du... ssid : 6 | 15 | 10 $163 65 | 1.25 $204 56 
Aug. 2) do sooo | 8,672 | E. 4S. EB. Jeveee emt St wa 8 7971 | do | 99 64 
Nov. 12 ren cao 10,021 | S. E. F. W. Cooso..-. | 9 | 21 | 16 19715 | do | 196 44 
1832. April21 Uriah G. Mitchell.... | 11,972 | W. 4S. E. 2 ...cceeee 9 | 13 | 18 8050 | do | 10063 
Aug. 30 do —o. St eer eeere ae ae 7 32000 | do | 400 00 
do | do cove | 12,602 | N. EB. Jevcesceesceees 35 | 18 7 160 00 | do | 200 00 
do | do wees Te a ee eee .| 35 | 18 7 8000 | do | 100 00 
do | do ecce | 12,604 | Nu Wa 2 cocvccsccccee | 36 18 7 161 00 co | 201 25 
do | do cove | 12,606 | 8S. W. 2.00000 ao) | 7 16100 | do | 201 25 
Nov. 22 do soos | 13,735 | Ne Be 2 vcccccccccccs - | 36 18 7 161 00 do {| 201 25 
do | do esse | 13,734 | Entire section ...-..+. | 25 | 18 7 647 84 do | 809 80 
do | do cone | 23,988 | do wiles | eee ee 7 641 44 | do | 801 80 
Dec. 3 do eee oe es ren ae 7 80 25 | do | 100 31 
do | do cove | 13,983 | N. W. Of N.E. 2.006 | 27 18 7 40 12! | do | 50 16 
Dec. 12 do cose | 14,117 | S. E. 2 «220 cocccsce | 36 18 ( 161 00 do | 201 25 
1833. June 3 | do cose | 15,202 | EB. 48. W. J. .ccccces 9 | 13 | 13 80 50 | do | 100 63 
do | do cove | 15,293 | EB. 48. B. 2 ecco voce 9 | 13 13 8050 | do | 100 63 
1832. Sept. 10 do eeee 26 | In lot No. 24, in town Wetumpka ...---+-- : 50 [eceeee | 24 00 
do do sisieve 27 | do 26, do digas ieee 50 |eceeee| 22 50 
Sept. 11 do aisie'e 163 Out 145, do daceeeeae 5 00 | .cceee | 42 00 
Snr ne SS Re ene ee ee ae eee, OF ean, Sena — 
| $3,261 66! | $4,158 10 

E. E. | 





ReEcEIVER’S Orrice, Cahawba, August 17, 1833. 
U. G. MITCHELL, R. P. M. 
All the above tracts belong to me at present, except one, namely, E. 38S. E. {, 21 16 8, which I sold for a sum of money which I 
do not now recollect, but I am certain that it did not exceed legal interest upon the sum paid by me. 
U. G@. MITCHELL. 





Lands purchased by A, Saltmarsh, since the 15th July, 1831. 


1831. 
August 3....' Lot C., F. W....| 6,14 | 16) 9] $141 12 $1 25 } 
do wW.4 3. Wii... 14 16; 9 89 00 1 25 
do W.4N.W 4... 14. | 16; 9 89 00 1 25 | Public sale; retained for 
" | " J . 2 65 my own use. 
Augu:t 3, 4..' S. E. Sikes vwes | kd 16 | 9 158 903 | 1 30 ) 
August 3..... E.4N.E. }..../ 28 | 16] 9 79 00 1 25 
1832. | | 
Nov. 29....| W.4S. W.}...| 23 | 16] 9 88 00 1 25) 
do W.EN.W. 3. 23 | 16| 9 88 00 1251 privat nis 
Nov. 20....| W.4S.W.4...| 85 | 16] 9 79 874 oe ee 
AGG 6.5.6 BB. Beewseases| 21 6; 8 160 75 1 25 | 
1831. | | | a : 
| om oor | - ~ { Sold on two years’ credit 
> Ls ' Y hk 2 5 95 4 , : ees 
Oct. saan oos| a WPL RA. i 36 ii 6 110 70 1 25 | at $400, to A. K. Smith, 
Sept. 10....!) | (No. 31 16 00 ) 
( : ere 32 2 Public sale 
do | Lots in the town of We- | rite 13 00 Public sale. 
do  eeeaiaiait , 39 23 90 
1833. a eee eee eee ee 
June 7.... 170 54 00 Private entry. 














A. SALTMARSH, Segister. 
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All the above tracts are at present owned by me, except the N. W. F. E. A., which is sold to A, kK 
Smith on two years’ credit, for $400. i 
A. SALTMARSH. 


For the purchase of all the above-named tracts of land, application was made to the Surveyor Gen. 
eral of this district, and I presume the necessary certificates of purchase have been forwarded to the 
General Land Office. 

A. SALTMARSH, Register. 

August 17, 1833. 





E 
Lanp Orricr, Sparta, Alabama, August, 1833. 
Sir: Upon my arrival at this office I proceeded, agreeably to your instructions, to inquire into the 
manner in which its affairs have been conducted; and I now lay before you the result of that investi- 


gation. 
The following is an account current of the receiver: 


The receiver at Sparta in account with the United States. 
Dr. 
1833. 
POET F. POOR oss ses ii dis dae cvereciucswoecees Savcieccncscesscoresosecses SOE GH 
SO Ek. RUNG TG GRATIOT isk coccccccccceeesddonccocssreesessssosersesvccssnes BOOB 3 
June 30. do do 59 








August 22. do ERT sbi he bons ene e cheese ce deardsesiecsxdisebiovaeecesssin SOR 
$4,092 18 
Cr. 
1833. 


June 30. By salaries, &c., the two quarters ending this day.......cccceccccseccececceee SO44 19 
August 22. CE OO CT TOOT ETE TET TC TET COTE TUTTE ELT COURT TELE 3,047 99 
$4,092 18 











As the receiver had made no deposit to the credit of the government during the whole of the present 
year, and as he contemplated removing to another part of the State, I most strenuously urged upon him 
the propriety, and, indeed, necessity, of immediately placing to the credit of the treasury, in the Branch 
Bank of the United States at Mobile, the balance due. This was accordingly done, after deducting the 
probable expenses for the quarter ending the 30th September, 1833. The deposit was for $8,232.13, of 
which you were apprised by mail. 

In the receiver’s office no entry has been made in the ledger since 31st December, 1832. The journal 
is made up to 30th June, 1833. The register of receipts is made up of a few sheets of paper stitched 
together, from which the entries are copied into the journal. In the register’s office, the register of cer- 
tificates is made up to the 23d August, 1833; the ledger to the same period, and the journal to the 9th of 
the same month. 

Under these circumstances, and finding the receiver’s books so loosely kept, I compared them with 
those of the register, and was pleased to find no discrepancies. The tract books have been opened in the 
numerical order prescribed by the General Land Office; and the law relative to quarter-quarter sections 
has been complied with. I made a comparison between the tract book and township plats, sufficient to 
satisfy me with their accordance with each other. Against the general conduct or character of the regis- 
ter or receiver I heard nothing, although I regret to say that the books of the receiver are not so well 
kept as some others. The furniture of the two offices consists of two old book-cases; worth about ten 
dollars. The township plats are, most of them, pasted on cotton cloth; and a few are not pasted at all: 
some are in half binding, and some have nothing but paper covers. 

Your most obedient servant, 


CHARLES BIDDLE. 
Hon. E. Haywarp. 


The register has never purchased any land. Enclosed is the receiver’s retarn. 
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Lanp Orricr, St. Stephen’s, Alabama, September, 1833. 
Sim: Agreeably to your instructions, I have examined the condition of the register and receivers 
offices in this place, and now beg leave to report the result of that examination. 
I shall first state an account current between the government and the receiver : 


The Receiver at St. Stephen’s in account with the United States. 


Dr. 


1833. June 30. To balance, as per account rendered. .....cccccsccsecccccccccccccocccs $4,917 06 
1833. July 31. Amount of sales this month........ccccececcseccerecccccscceccccecees 1,196 93 











1833. August 31. do Meer TT ere TTT Te TEST TE TTT Te eT TLC 110 48 
$6,224 47 
Cr. 


1833. August 31. By contingent Expenses .....ccsccoccecsccerceresccccsesescssssccsess $22 80 
PG cK ckwerceWemiike cesar endo evudanensdivesiunctacece Be 








The foregoing balance of $6,201.67 was exhibited to me as follows, viz: 
1. A certificate of payment made by James 8. Duval, on the 29th May, 1833, at the Treasury 
ree Se MONEE WH UINROON CUT... 65 ccc siicceiscecssscivescsssaccescsccs FIO OO 


ee ge ee ee er er 
ee ie EU UE TNE AE SR NUEDR so. 65.0.5 dibs bide 6s SERN sede eee eeCaREwaw HON eee es 350 00 
Tee eT Tee Te CT ET CTT TELE TCP ET CET CEPT CLEP Tee 395 00 
5. Certificate of deposit in Branch Bank, Mobile... .....0.40cccscccvvescssesseccrevcsscoss 78 35 
GC. BOCIR ic cece csc cderscsesrscsesvccecccccnsccesseeseccessesserereseresvesevecess 4 32 





. $6,201 67 


a ie i a a a ta i a a x a A el rl ile dolls 


a 





T examined with care the ledger, journal, and register of receipts of the receiver’s office, and com- 
pared the entries made in each with those made in the others, and was satisfied of their accuracy. The 
jeurnal and ledger are posted to 30th June, 1833, and the register of reccipts is made up to this day. I 
made a comparison of such a number of entries in the register of receipts with the register’s entries of 
certificates of purchase, as convinced me of their strict accordance with each other. The entries in the 
register of certificates is made up to the 31st July, and those in the journal and ledger to the 30th June, 
1833 ; and the tract books have been opened in the numerical order prescribed by the General Land 
Office, and the law relative to quarter-quarter sections has been complied with. 1 made a comparison 
between the tract book and township plats, sufficient to satisfy me of their accordance with each other. 
The furniture consists of a pine desk and book-case, valued together about fifteen dollars. Most of the 
township plats are in a torn and defaced condition ; and although new ones were supplied about one year 
ago in place of many of the worst of them, yet they have never been pasted on canvas nor bound, nor are 
the entries transferred from the old to the new ones; in fact, they remain in the office precisely as they 
were received. The register’s office at St. Stephen’s is the repository of very valuable papers to the 
citizens south of the 23d degree of latitude, embracing Spanish grants and titles to property of immense 
value. These papers are now very insecurely kept in the back room of a frame store-house, and appear to 
attract but little attention from those in whose custody they are placed. 

The receiver has purchased no land. Annexed is a list of that purchased by the register. 

All of which is submitted by your most obedient servant, 

Hon. E. Haywarp. CHARLES BIDDLE. 

1830. July 29. John B. Hazard, fractional section 7, T. 15, R. 1 east, 58 acres, at $1.25, $72.50. 
John B. Hazard, 5. W. subdivision, No. 2 of fractional section 8, T. 15, R. 1 E., 106 acres 
at $1.25, $132.50. 
John B. Hazard, 8. E. subdivision, No, 3 of fractional section 8, T. 15, R. 1 E., 112 acres, 
at $1.25, $140.00. 
1831. July 25. John B. Hazard, 8. W. division D., section 29, T. 7 R. 1 west, 110 acres, at $1.25, $137.50. 

The above are the only tracts of land purchased by the register of the land office at St. Stephen’s 

since the year 1829. 


— 


JOUN B. HAZARD, Register, 
By JESSE WOMACK, Clerk. 





G. 


Lanp Orrice, Tallahassee, Florida, October, 1833. 
Sir: Upon my arrival at this place, I presented your introductory letter to the register and receiver 
of public moneys, and proceeded to an investigation of all the matters contained in your instructions; the 
result of which I beg leave now to communicate. 
The following is an account current of the receiver with the government : 





—7~ 
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sienna 
The receiver of Tallahassee in account with the United States. 


Dr. 





1833. June 380. To balance as per account forwarded to Washington.................0006 $4,929 013 
1833. Sept. 30. TO PONCE HINO DOUG DONE. 56.5. ae ever eer cesntdiesscvssccescsccece 8,880 682 
$8,259 70 











1833. May 27. By cash Ceposited......cecccccccsccecccccessssccccscsscessscsecsscees $200 00 
1833. May 30. By cash deposited. ........ccececcececccscccerccvccsesecceccececescces 106 17 
1833, July 27. By cash TE .. <A e ANG aa RNS ke es oe ORE AAW KTRR LONER 96 10 
1833. Sept. 30. Ns iis Wea 0d hs eN SOD aS Ok CONKE OSS eeNRONeREeiienss LI 

ee ee WP Sas sheer ec esitbessacdseeseeisersacivensxs Se 





ee ee eee ee ee Pee Te eT eee eT eee ee Tere e 250 00 
MECHAM IS SLO Ie VE COMM Lis, 6.53675 co70).0: orsei.5) alse Lone ro ooo eu.asaeraiele, Stellen wile Oreo a8 ie. allele RO eR 70 41 
ee eT eee ee eT ToT Te Tee TTT CCT EET eT OTe ETT Tere 

$8,259 70 





The above balance of three thousand two hundred and sixty-seven dollars and two cents was 
exhibited to me as follows: 
ae Te I Ie CORI i sae a odes KAS NS kee aSK ese ene eerdercosescioesisess SEHR 











i en ec cteC Aaa 66h eh eKbs sds AeA ORMRCRK KNOW ONES EOS OO See A ORO HEC 100 00 
Ne OIC EK ice Gk Aa 54 20.6 ak dS ORSEEN ON DOS RENO d Dee see wes eeseee See ee 
4, IN SPCCIC .. sce cere rere rece rere cere rece rere rere rere ease eee eeee eer eseteeeeeeeeees 147 00 








$3,267 02 














Annexed is a paper marked a, containing a more particular account. of the items credited in this 
account current, . 

1 examined with care the ledger, journal, and register of receipts of the receiver’s office, and com- 
pared the entries made therein, and also with each other, and satisfied myself of their accuracy, and also 
found those books made up and posted to the Ist October, 1833. I made a comparison of such a number 
of entries in the register of receipts with the register’s entries of certificates, as convinced me of their 
strict accordance with each other. 

The register’s office has been negligently kept, as you will believe, when I state that, although the 
register of certificates is made up to 80th September, 1833, and the journal of entries up to 30th June, 
1833, yet the journal has never been added up since Ist June, 1828. 

The entries in the ledger of sales are up to the 30th September, 1833; but no additions have been 
made since 30th June, 1828, with a few exceptions, and they are noted in pencil marks. The register’s 
son (who is de facto register) promised me that these omissions should be promptly supplied, and should 
not occur again, The tract books have been opened in the numerical order prescribed by the General 
Land Office. I made a comparison between the tract book and township plat; and, having early discov- 
ered one error, I was induced to occupy much time in further investigation, and I believe, with that one 
exception (which was promptly corrected,) the tract book and township plat are in accordance with each 
other. Two desks, worth about thirty dollars, is the furniture of the register’s office, and one desk and 
one iron chest, worth about one hundred and ten dollars, is the furniture of the receiver's office. Against 
the character or conduct of the register or receiver I heard nothing. 

All of which is submitted by your obedient servant, 
CHARLES BIDDLE. 

Hon, E, Waywanp. 





a. 


1838. The United States, Dr. 
Sept. 30. To cash for this sum deposited in Branch Bank United States at Charleston, to the 
credit of the United States’ certificate of deposit, dated 27th May, 1833..... $200 00 
To this sum deposited in the same bank to the same credit, certificates of deposit, 


dated, the first, on the 28th, and the second the 30th May, 1833 ............. 106 17 
To this sum deposited in the U. States’ Branch Bank at Nashville, certificate dated 

Ei Ee ET TE LETC TT TTC ETT OTT TTT ETT Te PTT eee ee Tee eT eee 96 10 
To this sum paid Robert Butler, surveyor, salary for the quarter ending this day, 1,145 00 


To amount of my salary as assistant counsel of the government in defending the 
land claims of the United States in Florida for the 3d and 4th quarter of the 


Se eT eT Tet ere Serer rT Ter rT rer Teer eT Teer eee ee ee eT eer Tee 1,250 00 
To amount of my salary for the Ist, 2d, and 3d quarters of the present year, 1833, 
in the same capacity, and at the same rates......ccecccccccsccccccccecece 1,815 00 
To incidental expenses, Dr. 
To cash for amount of expenditure under that head during this quarter, explained 
eT eT eee ee eee TE CTe TT eT TC Eee CE ETOP EE TOUT TERE Tee 250 00 
To commission account, Dr. 


For this amount @xplaimed in that acCOUNtes.cccscsccecccacccctccccscesoeses 70 41 


$4992 68 
Transcript from the journal of the receiver’s office. ee 
TALLAHASSEE, (F'LorDA. ) 
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H. 
Lanp Orrice, St. Augustine, Florida, October 30, 1833. 


Sir: Immediately after my arrival at this place, your letter of introduction made me acquainted 
with the register and receiver of public moneys, and I proceeded to an examination of the condition of 
their offices. It is with much regret that I am compelled to state that the receiver’s books and papers 
are in a very confused situation. In the ledger there are neither debits nor credits entered in his account 
with the United States since December, 1831; but as no sale of public land appears to have been made 
since that period, and as he admits having received his salary from Washington, and as he assures me 
that his account was fully adjusted at the seat of government last summer, I must presume that you have 
been satisfied of the accuracy of his statements. The last sale which appears upon the receiver’s books 
was made 9th November, 1831; but it appears by the books of the register that a sale was made of 160 
acres a few weeks since, but no entry is yet made of it by the receiver. The first sale made at this office 
was to Reuben Charles, of 80 acres, at one dollar twenty-five cents per acre. The amount of this sale 
has never been credited to the United States on the ledger, although the receiver assures me that it hag 
been accounted for to the government ; yet he has no voucher to prove the fact. The circumstances 
above stated will account for the absence, in this report, of any account current or account of moneys on 
hand at this office. But as the salaries payable to the register and receiver exceed six times the amount 
of sales of the public lands at this office, I presume that the Treasary Department will always hold a 
sufficient pecuniary check upon the receiver. The total amount of sales at this office, since its establish- 
ment, has been one thousand five hundred and sixty-eight dollars and fifty-five cents, being in payment for 
1,255 acres of land. With a knowledge of this fact, it will not be difficult to adjust the receiver's ac- 
count since the commencement of his official career. 

There having been but twelve sales of land, I deemed it proper to examine all of them through all 
their stages in the books, papers, and plats, in both offices. I found six of them on the journal which 
did not correspond with those on the register of receipts—the errors I had corrected. 

With regard to the register’s office, as I have stated above that I examined every entry of land 
through all its stages, it is only necessary to say that I found them all perfectly correct, and the books 
and papers kept in a manner highly creditable to that officer. 

The receiver’s furniture is a pine table, worth about three dollars ; and the register’s a pine table and 
a book-case, worth about ten dollars. 

Against the general conduct and character of the register and receiver I heard no complaints. 

All of which is submitted by your most obedient servant, 
CHARLES BIDDLE. 


Hon. E. Haywarp. 





Wasutneton, Arkansas Territory, September 19, 1833. 
Sir: I have the honor of enclosing you my report to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 


dated this day. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, . 
V. M. GARESCHE. 
Hon. Wiuut1am J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Wasuincton, Arkansas Territory, September 19, 1833. 

Sir: On my arrival at this place, I found the land office shut. The register, Samuel M. Rutherford, 
had resigned, and was at Little Rock ; and the receiver had gone, it was supposed, to Natchez, to make 
a deposit. No agent being left, it was out of my power to look at the papers and books, and going 
through the examination of the office ; but, as far as my information goes, the receiver and late register 
have given, in their original capacities, no ground for complaint. 

Finding myself still very weak, I concluded that I should stop at the hot springs, and spend there a 
week; which proved of little utility, from the constant rains experienced, which so deluged the country 
as to stop all communication between Little Rock and this place. I reached here with much difficulty, 
and I could almost say at the risk of my life. On the road to Ouachita, (or Monroe, as it is called here, ) 
the bridges have all been swept away, and the country overflowed, so as to make it doubtful whether I[ 
shall not be forced to return to Little Rock, go down the Arkansas river, and proceed through the State 
of Mississippi. The return of the receiver is very uncertain, and cannot take place before twelve days at 
soonest. The weather is not yet settled, and if the rains, which have been incessant for a fortnight, set 
in again, I shall find myself completely blocked up here. I do not suppose that it is your wish I should 
waste so much time on a single office, and will therefore, after to-morrow, attempt the road to Ouachita. 

Information of various kinds, which I am recommended by your instructions to obtain, oblige me to 
have, on the subject of the lands, frequent conversations with the country people, and I am thus put in 
possession of knowledge which, although of a different nature from that sought after, may sometimes 
' prove useful. I have found that the people in the vicinity of the hot springs are very desirous of having 
that part of the country surveyed; and, above all, to see the claims to these hot springs well established, 
that the premises may be placed on a respectable footing, and become a point of attraction alike to the 
fashionable and invalid. The whole country around would be thereby greatly benefited. Different com- 
petitors lay pretensions to the prize; but in this present state of uncertainty, none is willing to go to the 
expense of making that place one of general resort. The short and imperfect analysis I made of the 
waters did not show them to be different from common water, except in the small quantity of lime held 
in solution, and in their being saturated with carbonic acid, the gas of which bubbles up on the surface: 
they may, therefore, be drank with safety, although heated to 150° of Fahrenheit. The country all 
around abounds in minerals. In Magnet cove, fourteen miles from these springs, I have picked up native 
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__ 


jron and loadstones, specimens of which I have with me. Tin, I am told, has also been found in the hills. 
This is a district for a mineralogist to visit. The people, aware of the natural advantages of the soil, 
are desirous that surveys should be made with a view to entering the land and making permanent estab- 
lishments. I have recommended presenting a petition; but, from what I have seen, the surveyor general 
should be allowed a greater number of assistants—cries for surveys are made from every quarter, and 
yet the work is going on at a snail’s pace, very, very far indeed from meeting the exigencies of the com- 








munity. I consider this a very important point, and beg leave to call to it the attention of the depart- 
ment. In the meantime the best sections of land become the prey of hungry speculators, who under the 


mask of public good and feeling for the poor settler, are doing their utmost efforts to have a petition 
signed praying for a law, “granting pre-emption rights to those that have or may settle upon unappro- 
priated lands.” I enclose you the petition to which they invite the signature of every individual, inte- 
rested or not. Its second paragraph makes it evident that the views of those who framed the petition 
are to obtain the choice lands at a minimum price, make partial settlements, and retail them out at an 
advance. The poor settler would derive no benefit from the passage of such a law; for, with their means 
of obtaining speedy information from Washington, these wily speculators would soon purchase from the 
ignorant the very titles which they pretend to secure. I have now traveled eight hundred miles through 
this Territory, and can certify that, in no instance whatever, have I heard the class of poor settlers 
complain of the present laws. The object of most of them, in settling upon unsurveyed lands, is to enjoy 
a wider range, and possess the lands without paying for them. When a sale, however, is made of these, 
they generally get paid for their improvements, and then go and recommence in another quarter. To this 
nomad and numerous class of settlers, the passage of the wished-for law would be of no avail. The only 

art of it that deserves attention, is that which would secure the settler against floating claims. But 
the New Madrid claims have, I believe, been all located, and the location of the remaining, Lovely, is 
rendered almost impossible: those last, indeed, have been a great curse to the country, and have fraudu- 
lently wrested from the United States vasts tracts of land. I conclude by expressing a wish that the 
proposed law may not pass, and that the authors of the petition find, (to use their own words, ) no protec- 
tion under its tail. 

I have in this report gone beyond the limits ass‘yned me; but it is difficult to abstain from touching 
upon subjects that have such a close connection with my duties. I always place much reliance upon 
your indulgence. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Exisan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Littte Rock, September 7, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor to remit a duplicate of the report of my examination of the land office at this 
place, together with the documents appertaining thereto. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Hon, Wa. J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Littte Rock, Arkansas Territory, September 7, 1833. 

Sir: Having set out from Fayetteville earlier than I intended, I arrived here on Sunday, the Ist 
instant, and commenced my examination on the 2d. It has lasted longer than usual, from the circum- 
stance of the books not being made up by the agent of the late receiver. The balance due by Archibald 
Yell was also differently stated between the present officers and the sureties of the late receiver, and was 
made to amount to two hundred dollars, or thereabouts. No one seemed disposed to make up the books, 
the ledger being in arrear from July, 1832. I thought I was not overstepping the limits of my duty in 
putting that part of the office in order. I have, therefore, posted the ledger, closed on the books the old 
commission, incidental expenses, cash and sales of land accounts, opened one to Archibald Yell, late 
receiver, and left it debtor in the sum of $474.95, whilst the United States’ account stands creditor in the 
like amount. When payment is made, these two accounts will be closed by the present receiver by 
making his cash account debtor to Archibald Yell, and the United States debtor to cash for the amount 
there was deposited. I enclose you the account current furnished the sureties of Archibald Yell. The 
references to the journal are with a view to their being able to compare on the books. I beg leave to 
refer you to my notes and remarks contained in the said account. 

I arrived here as the present receiver was making his monthly return. The balance on hand con- 
sisted of : 

$100 00 in a note of the Bank of New Orleans. 


20 00 do Union Bank of Louisiana. 
10 00 do Bank of Louisiana at New Orleans. 
5 00 do New Orleans Canal Banking Company. 
20 00 do Planter’s Bank at Natchez. 
100 00 in a note, 
10 00 = do of the Bank of Maryland, at Baltimore. 


390 00 in five’s, 

675 00 notes of the United States’ Bank and branches. 
78 75 in forty and twenty-frane gold pieces, taken at 933 c. the five francs. 
12 28 silver. 








$1,421 03 


—_——_— —__ 
— SS 
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The register of receipts was brought up to the day, the journal to the 31st of July, and ledger to the 
30th of June. He is in the habit of posting his ledger every three months only, his instructions to the 
contrary notwithstanding. His first cash entries in the journal were not entered according to form 
although correct as to result. He does not appear to understand book-keeping much, (which, by the bye, 
very, very few officers do, ) and consequently, although correct in the ledger, the accounts in that book 
have very little reference to the entries in the journal. This voluminous, costly, and time-losing system 
of book-keeping of the land officers ought to make way for one much more simple and equally clear, or 
more so; for which I will take the liberty of presenting a report so soon as I have gone through my 
present mission, which I hope to terminate towards the middle of December next. 

All the books have been minutely examined from January last, and, although the errata are stated 
at foot, I beg leave to draw your attention more particularly to two errors, as I suspect you will find 
them, in the quarterly return and abstract for July, and they might lead to a wrong issuing of the patents, 
June 13, No. 430, William Wilson of Pulaski county, E. 3 of 5. W. quarter section 4, township 1, north, 
R. 12 west; instead of E. 3 of the $. W. quarter, he had it S, KE. quarter, and the error ran through all the 
books. The second is this: July 38d, No. 436, Abijah Davis, Pulaski county, N. W. quarter of the N. W, 
quarter of section 1, township 2, south R. 16 west. In all the books, instead of township 2 south, he had 
it 1 north. 

The books had no doubt been compared by the two officers, but the fact is, that the ear, fatigued by 
the monotonous repetition of the rhumbs, becomes callous, and can scarcely distinguish any. For this 

‘and other reasons I never suffer the officers to assist me in my investigations, the eye, in this case, being 
a surer detector than the ear. ; 

The register’s register of certificates was up to the day, the journal to the 31st of July, and the ledger 
to the 30th of June, he not posting but every three months. All three books I found without any error, 
excepting that the section, townships, and ranges of Nos. 400, 429, 448, and 461, were not mentioned on 
any of them. Mr. Smith, the register, writes rather a bad hand, but I believe he is very correct. 

It appears that Carl Sandherr, No, 452, had applied for N. W. } of 8. W. 4 of section 35, 1 north and 
14 west, and 453 N. E. } of N. W. } of section 34, 1 north and 14 west. This is the way I found it 
entered on the plats, although in all the books of the receivers and registers the township had been cor- 
rected to south. In the application the correction had also been made from north to south. It turns out, 
nevertheless, that all the corrections are wrong, and that, as I have been informed by the receiver, the 
tracts purchased actually stand in township one north. Of this I have no evidence, but it would perhaps 
be proper to delay issuing the patent until this matter was cleared up. 

The townships north have not yet been opened on the tract books. These tract books are opened in 
irregular series as usual. The township plats are pasted on canvas, and have a pastebvard cover ;_ they 
open very clumsily, otherwise they are in good order. The office is neat, the papers in good order, and 
the officers, as far as I can judge, fully competent. The office is in town, although the officers live on 
the skirts of it—it extends one mile. The receiver keeps the money at his house, and the register also 
keeps at his house all his books, with the exception of the plats. This is one of the reasons why my 
examination has taken up more than my customary time. 

The present register has entered at Batesville the ground on which he lives, to wit: E. 3 of 8. W. 4 
of section 10, 1 north, 12 west. 

My examination has ended to-day, making six days. I leave to-morrow for Washington, if I can 
complete my writing. I have drawn one hundred dollars from this office. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


V. M. GARESCHE. 
P. S.—I enclose a list of the furniture of the land offiee. 
Errata in the receiver's books. 


416. In the journal 76 acres instead of 76.04. 

448. N. W. ft. qr. of section, the number of the section and the word township omitted in the 
journal. 

449. In the journal, township 4 south should be 4 north. 

376. In the journal, 149 acres, $186.50 should be $186.25, 

March 31, folio 68 of the journal, cash to new account $263.36, should be $263.42. 


Euan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Archibald Yell, Esq., in account current with the United States, as late receiver of public moneys at the land 
office at Little Rock, Arkansas Territory. 





Dr. 

| 

| Journal 

1832. folio. | 
March 28 | To cash from sales of public lands, from 322 to 339 ..000+ 0000 sececscccceseceseccecsccccsests seve 55 = $1,775 04 
June 29 do do Pl MD ADs ouwek sis, sbnens ahGseeeesse eon ¥ ee be eclews shies 58 1,560 87 
July 2 do do BDD tO B56 cecececcecccsccccceccccccssevcessscvececcs oes) 60 | 200 00 
August 15 do do SeP Ae Nh teniertheesiceetccadevasawaven: Keravcdkgeces| WR | 400 00 
October 6 do do FSI IDS So elars loin io p's ova nin cin oe wisioven SA alesis a oss Were Se seibiore 62 955 74 

1833. | | | 
Jan. 16 | do do OE iekitiircutecmcitrmnemescause| 8 | Oem 
16 | To overcharge on No. 17, which ought to be $7.20 instead cf $14.40—difference....sceececeeecseces ceceece! 7 20 

16 Toannuling charge No. 20, Mr. Archibald Yell not being entitled to any salary, having resigned on: 
ENO BIEL SOON DET ABEL ooo ich usineh nsec o usin esa Glewinessbionwss sah waweeuebesuauaces ccedbeab has thal 23 45 


1 ee ee HN i MINER OEly BIN 0 ik0s6s bbennnascncnoeebueceinddunese seek 66064400 esednwd sleaeeserl 474 95 
| | \ 








| $5,998 54 
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1832. 


March 31 | 


31 


June 29 | 


29 


29 





30 | 


30 
30 
August 21 
23 
23 
23 
Sept. 30 
30 
Nov. 21 


21 


21 | 


Dee. 31 
31 
1833. 


Jan. 17 | 


17 
17 
April 20 
20 


THE CONDITION OF LAND OFFICES, ETC. 


Cr. 

No. 
1 3y incidental expenses—sce journal for the details...ccccesccecccccccsccsersecevesveee vances 
2 | By commission account, do do Prrerrrerrerrrrrer terre rere ore 
3 By so much deposited in the bank at Nashville..+seeeseceeeeesecececeecerereeseeeeees wives is 
4 | By traveling expenses and commission on transportation Of MONEY. ...ecesececeecsceceeceeceeee 
5 | By commission on $1,200 deposited, and $79.20 charges...ssessseecsereceececesceceseseccsees 
6 | By paid E. Hayward’s draft in favor of William S. Fulton, 14th inst..++ see sseeeeseeeeeceeees 
7 | By incidental expenses—see journal. cee ssccccescececcecccesccercscessescsesvcccssseeeeess 
| 8 | By register and receiver's commission on lands sold, 2d Quarter. ..seeceeeeeeceeeeeee eee cones 
| 9 | By incidental expenses—see journal. see cseeccecceeecececeeeeeceecceecee eres eceeccenneeees 
10 | By so much deposited in the United States’ Branch Bank at New Orleans, 14th ult........0... 
11 | By incidental expenses, 1,200 miles traveling to New Orleans to make the deposit..+e.+seeesees 
12 | By commission on the deposit of the aDOVE .. eee cece cree ecec eves cece ceceecee eres scensese eens 
3 | By register and receiver's salary for 3d Quarter sees cece cece cece cece cree ereeeceeecee ss ousees 
14 | By register’s commission $12.55; receiver s commission $2.65 ..ceccescceecceecccecccssececees 
15 | By deposited in the New Orleans Branch Bank ...+.seeeceeeceee cece cece cece ereeecceneeeeess 
16 | By traveling expenses in making deposit, $72.00; commission on disbursements, $12.99......... 
17 | By commission for depositing the ADOVE...eseeecceecece cece ever cere cree eese esse eset eesesees 
| 18 | By incidental expenses—see journal. .-++ cece cececccccscecsccccesccccccce cocsccesceeceeeses 
19 | By traveling expenses, 1,200 miles, in making Cepositeccsecrseceeecccesseevccescvccseececess 
20 | By receiver's salary from Ist to 17th of this Month ..sycscecseecceesvecscceecsecccescesecenes 
21 | By commission of the register. ....scceccepcccevccecscs cece sees cscs cscs cescecesceceeseesens 
22 | By commission of the receiver ...+ ceeececeecee ceeeee ceceee cenceteceecces acces siiaowotedes 
23 | By so much deposited in United States’ Branch Bank...+ see ceeeee ce seee coerce cece sees ence 
«eoe| By balance due by Archibald Yell, Esq...esccewseecccccsccccsccscnccesccesvccecseseccesees 








Errors and omissions excepted, and subject-to the revision and approval of the Seeretary of the Treasury. 


V. M. GARESCHE, 
Examiner of the land office in Arkansas Territory. 


Litre Rock, Arkansas Territory, Sept. 3, 1833. 


Journal 

folio. 
56 
56 
58 
58 
58 
59 
59 
59 
60 
60 


65 


65 
































1,200 00 
79 20 


70 
250 00 


84 99 


2 S. 
360 00 
474 95 





$5,998 54 


Nos. 1, 2, 7, 9, 18. The details of these numbers may be found out by referring to his return. I 
thought it useless to copy details already admitted, aid to which you can still have reference. 
No. 17. Ihave taken upon myself to correct this charge, which embraces compensation for going 


and coming. 
No, 20, This charge could not be tolerated; his commission being out, he could not, of course, be 


entitled to any salary; you will decide if he deserves a compensation. 


It is to be observed that it was 


not Mr. A. Yell, but his agent, that conducted the office, and received, as I am informed, one-half of the 
salary and perquisites. 
are not detailed in the journal; they stand as I have copied them. You will decide on 
the justice of allowing compensation for depositing such a paltry sum as $360, especially when the balance 
due was $834.95, the better half of which was retained and is still due, and the money deposited arose 
from sales made when the commission was out. 

No, 23 is stated with its journal date. Nos. 19, 21, 22, although under a prior date, refer to this 


Nos. 


deposit. 


21, 22 


may 


Furniture belonging to the United States, in the office of the receiver at Little Rock, Arkansas Territory, viz: 


White pine desk, with compartments for books and pigeon holes inside, cost, per entry in journal, 








En err i ee as rere Pe ne ts teen oe ee 
Iron chest, about five feet lung, amount drawn upon the treasury.......c cece eee ceccccceccees 221 
$246 
Furniture in the office of the register, also the property of the United Stales, viz: 
A writing desk, the same as above §. 0.26556 6454540665 Ce CTE ET Ce TESTO TE TT Oe ae 
Book-case and press, with shelves, made of cherry, cost per journal, $40.0... 0.0.0.0 c cece ee ees é 
$55 








V. M. GARESCHE. 


Tarrnr Rock, Arkansas Territory, Seplember 7, 1833. 
? J?) ’ 


1 remain, very respectfully, sir, your most obedient servant, 





Fayerreviute, Arkansas Territory, August 24, 1833. 

Sin: T have the honor of forwarding to you copies of my reports to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, one dated Batesville, in this Territory, the 15th instant, and the other dated this day, and 
from this place. 


Hlon. Witrtam J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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V. M. GARESCHE. 
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Baresvinie, Arkansas Territory, August 15, 1833. 

Sm: I have now closed a laborious examination which I have extended back as far as the 17th 
December last, when the present receiver entered upon the duties of his office. The cash account, as will 
be seen presently, exhibits a deficiency of $202.963. The journal not being paged, that is not referring 
to the ledger, and the ledger not indexed, and the accounts, when carried forward, not pointing out often 
to the page to which they had been transferred, have added new difficulties to my task. I had to close 
on the journal and ledger the accounts left open by the late receiver. I made him debtor to the United 
States for the balance of the cash account, made United States debtor to cash for the deficit, and, under 
the date when the amount was reimbursed to the United States, made cash debtor to the late receiver, 
thereby closing all the accounts on the books, and correcting also some errors arising from the imperfect 
state of the accounts. The two present officers being new in office, you must expect to find the discrepan- 
cies numerous: the list at foot exhibits a great number, but very few of any importance. In December 
30, 1832, the account of incidental expenses in the receiver’s journal sums up $565.62, when it should be 
$557.98. In the ledger the same account sums up again $565.62, but should be (notwithstanding an addi- 
tional item) $563.63: this difference you will find out by referring te the return of last December, The 
incidental expenses of June last amounted, in both books, to $659.61, although the ledger has an item of 
$1.26 more than the journal: it is the addition of the first book that is right, His last return (if the copy 
he gave me be true) is erroneously stated. He states, for instance, the balance in his hands from last 
account (when the cash and United States’ account in his ledger made it only $6,862.24,) tobe — $6,884 902 
ee | PUPP CCT T PUTT CTCTCTTSTT TTR TCU TITER TELE Le 1,423 95 





$8,308 853 
By so much deposited in the bank at St. Louis ........ cece cece eeceeveeces $2,922 27 





By do do DN, saxceerestvess seins essences, AOS 
neem Ailes 
$1,786 583 
Reape of seoney Gem in Gis Cheah 656s skin occa vac ccnscccevenescvrsvrcsseedecesns 1,584 62 





$202 963 


SPER ee PE eee oor a ese oa See wae NG es SWEAR KOCAWSAS RE KERES 














It is well, however, to remark that the deficiency might be only apparent; for, in making up the 
account from the very beginning, this is the way I find it stands: 


I I a bad nd oN cea KRESS Gee Nbw eS ROUSE EERE SEES $422 23 
copisesilbn crete. ich oh uovgt EL CERTLEEECORT REET LUTE ET LEE ELE 2,116 564 
a ree eee Tee eT ee TTT eee TTT TEP ECT TE Tee Lee 990 882 


13 814 


hh ue ds bein lah eS i bea dae id RNA KON ad RS KER ORS 4,4 
1,423 95 


la Serer Teer re er re TC Cee T TET Te TeST TTT Tire Tie ee 
» 97 1 
9 367 44} 

— 
iy CeUeeen) @EUNNEE 18 DEORUES. circ csccssarsisesoersseseesecsssccn $566 62 


eee NUN: GUARIURONOR: SOD GUN 5 i 5.50.5 « din po 5 50.0000 oo 50s 6908's buds O08 oes 659 60 
By deposits in St. Louis and Natchez, as above ........cccccccscccccccccves 6,522 27 





wf 
=I 
zt 
Te 
#ft 
re 
o 


$1,619 954 


NT LE Te Cee TET Tee ee TT Pe eee EE eT ECT CTT e Te CTT Ce ee 1,584 62 





$35 331 


SEPT TT eee eT eee TTC TROTTER TRL TOT PE PTT TE TT Ee ee 














The foregoing account will show that the receiver is not very expert at keeping books. Tis journal 
was made up to 30th June, and his ledger to 31st March.. Books and papers, as far as he was concerned, 
were In good order, ~ 

I have found that the following were not entered in the township plats: 

No. 589. William Looney, N. W. front, quarter W. of 11, Point river, section 18, T. 20, R. 1 W. 
139.67 acres. This tract is said to be bounty land, and the one he intended to have entered, and to which 
he had pre-emption right, was the N. E. quarter. A full explanation of the circumstances, says the 
register, was given in the abstract of April: he has therefore deferred centering the tract until he receives 
your decision on the subject. 

No, 597. William P. Morris, S. W. front, quarter of section 26, T. 18, R. 6, 53.71 acres. The 
tract intended to be entered was the N. W. front quarter: this, too, has not been entered on the plat wait- 
ing for your decision, The abstract of last April makes mention of it. 

No, 639, John Patterson excess of Spanish confirmation, No. 45. In book of certificate for Spanish 
claims, it appears that he has located, July Ist, the 5. W. front, part of section 20, 131,443; acres, but it 
should be N, W. front part. 

No, 648. The E. § of N. E. front quarter of section 4, T. 20, R. 1 E. had been subdivided by the sur- 
veyor into two parts of 80 and 87,5 acres; but the exact half of the two tracts has been permitted to be 
entered by the register, and they wait for your confirmation before they mark it on the plat. 

Very few entries, I find, have been made on the tract books. They were open in broken series, and 
all the different parts of each section had already been written down by the former register, in rather a 
coarse hand, leaving no intermediate space for the entry of quarter-quarter sections, for which the present 
register has opened a separate book on the same plan as the register of certificates. Several of the tracts 
want copying in the tract books: this remissness, however, is obviated by inserting the number of the 
certificate for the tract purchased in the plat. The plats were bound up in eight volumes, pasted on can- 
vas, and in good order, with the exeption of one volume much mouldy. The ledger and journal had no 
entries made therein since June. That part kept by the former register is much blotted and full of erasures. 
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The present register permits the entry of the first quarter-quarter section to be made without affida- 
vit: he thinks himself authorized to this course by the tenor of the law. 1 expressed a different opinion. 
He permits the entry of any number of fractionals, without any injury to their claim, upon two quarter- 
quarter sections. . ; 

Enclosed is a list of the furniture in both offices, and of the errata, which are numerous, but which I 
have all corrected, or seen corrected, before I left the office. 

The moneys in the hands of the receiver consists: 


In specie ie BTS 1G O00 0 OW 4108 6 6.4 61616 66S OES COU EOE 0064 66 CK OCHO CEREREECK OC COSC CKR OTL OCS OOS $69 62 
Notes of the United States’ Bank and branches ........ccccccccccccvccccccccccesscesees 1,385 00 
One note of the Comsomaated Asdeciation, New Orleans .....isccccccccccccccctcccececeess 20 00 
One note of the New Orleans Canal and Banking Company ...... 0.00 ccecceeecceeeeseeens 10 00 
Planters’ Bank, NatcheZ....cscccossccsescccccescsercecsesscscccccccescccccccsccosece 100 00 





$1,584 62 


=——— 











I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 


P. S.—I was four days on my examination. 


Errata in the register’ s books.— Register of receipts. 
588 Excess of 8. E. No. 43, should be 44. 
613 N. BK. j of 5. EB. quarter, should be 5. E. front of N. W. 4. 
622 Section 14 do do section 15. 
625 N. E. quarter of part No.1 do part No. 2. 


Journal. 
569 Range 3 W., should be range 3 cast. 
574 Elesberay do Klesbery. 
378 Township 3 do T. 9. 
588 Antone do Antoine, 
591 Section 20 do S. 21. 
599 Acres 158,88, do 158,8,5,. 
611 Township 12 do T. 13. 
622 Section 14 do S. 15. 
625 Range 8 E. do 7K. 
628 Range 8 E. do TE. 


634 Benj. Bailey do Abner Bailey. 





In the register’s book's— Miscellaneous book. 


609 S. E. dof 8. BE. 3S. 14, T. 18, R. 7, should be 8. 14, 8, 10, R. 10. 
611 Range 12, should be R, 13. 


636 Range 1 E. do R. 3 E. 
638 Range 1 E. do R. 3 E. 
oO 


Journal. 
568 Section 12 should be section 20. 
570 R. Bettis do R.S. Bettis. 
572 Township 3 W.do — 3 north. 
595 Marked 594. 
608 Range 5 should be range 5 east. 
611 Township 12 should be township 15, 
613 left blank. 


619 W. 4 of S. E. 3 should be of S. W. 4. 
631 $171.133 do S171.114. 
634 $42.61} do $52.614. 
639 James Patterson — do John. 

645 W. bof S.W. 3 do of 5. W. 4. 


Register of certificates. 
652 Range 8 should be range 13. 
Exisan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Fayerrevirtr, Arkansas Territory, August 24, 1833. 

After going, at Batesville, through the examination of the land office, which lasted four days, I 
hastened to this place, which I reached on the 21st instant. My task was here an easy one, for but one 
sale had taken place of which return had already been made. The office has but 86 plats delivered by 
the register in Batesville, and those not of the sections in demand. Considerable sales will no doubt be 
made soon as the surveyor can furnish the surveys of the lands in the vicinity of this place. This town is 
admirably well situated, and is surrounded by rich bottom lands, It has an abundance of excellent water, 
its situation is elevated and salubrious, and Cantonment Gibson offers an excellent market for its produce. 
It would be necessary, in the first instance, to confirm to this town its present site, which is now appro- 
priated for the use of schools, and give these another location, and then put up the land at public sale—the 
whole of it would soon be entered at high prices. 
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The officers have sent an order to Little Rock for their books, and, in the meantime, have made 
temporary ones. The plats are pasted on canvas, but not yet bound ; there will be some difficulty, 
Messrs. Ball and Leiper appear intelligent men, and no doubt will conduct the business with fidelity and 
impartiality. They are zealous supporters of the administration, and very popular. They stand in need 
of the necessary furniture for the preservation of books and papers ; nothing of the kind can be procured 
here. I have advised sending to Cincinnati for it, from whence it might be shipped in pieces, and put up 
here. From what I have seen in Batesville, | must continue recommending a large table for the display 
of the plats—the strongest possible binding cannot preserve them in shape when placed upright. Another 
article of absolute necessity is an iron chest. If you approve of the purchase, and T believe it cannot well 
be dispensed with, I will procure one in New Orleans that will cost from forty to fifty dollars, and have 
it sent on forthwith. On the receipt of this, your authorization to that effect would mect me at New 
Orleans in due time. 

This examination, if it may be called one, has not, of course, taken up more than one day. IT shall set 
out for Little Rock as soon as my horse and myself have sufliciently rested, for T have not yet recovered 
from the effects of the cholera. T shall be probably in Little Rock on the 4th of next month, 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE, 

Exuan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





Inventory of the furniture found in the land office at Batesville, Arkansas Territory, the property 
of the United States. 
At the register’s: 
Book-case, walnut, with desk, inside of which are compartments for papers, and the lower part 
ese Or DO0ER, BAI Go TAYE COBE BOO... occ c soe so cece esicdses sce se cecdasesevessenes $50 


White pine press, with pigeon holes for papers, said to have cost $15.0... 60. eee e eee eee eee 8 
Land laws, an unbound octavo volume in rather bad order, and nine pamphlets of United 

Pe ee eee ee ere Per Te ree Tee ey Te ee eee eee TE TCE TTT TTT TT Cee 9 

S6T 


At the receiver’s: 





Press for papers and hovks, of white pine, paitited 2 ..05006.0csccececcssccecssccnsessecses 15 

Aniron strong box, said to have originally cost $700, and bought for the United States for $300, 
similar, or nearly so, to the one in Palmyra, valued by me, (no doubt erroncously, ) at $60 300 
$3515 


it 


V. M. GARESCHUE, 


Batesvitie, Arkansas Territory, August 14, 1853. 


Near Lepanox, Ohio, August 8, 1833. 
Sin: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a duplicate of my report to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office relative to an examination of the United States’ land offices at Fort Wayne, in the 
State of Indiana, made under the appointment of the Secretary of the Treasury of the loth of May last, 
and in conformity with the instructions of the Commissioner of the General Laud Office of the 3d of June. 
I have the honor to be, with very great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES B. GARDINER, Examiner. 
Hon, Wu. J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Warrex Covnty, Ohio, August 8, 1833. 

Sir: In obedience to your instructions of the 5d of June Jast, I proceeded in the first place to Fort 
Wayne in the State of Indiana, and entered upon the examination of the United States’ land offices at 
that place on the 27th of the same month, and closed on the 2d of July. 

The state of the public funds in the hands of the receiver was as follows: 
$3,665 00 
SN 555 G6 EASES Nes O450SSS ES VES SNS Ee SRS ODEV ERIKS ESSER Gees sOee NESS e Se seeees 3,081 BD 
ie PEVIMEAUREEY HORNEY TARE BOTID «csc scenic ss do neds sins ne evinvanesee bob aecesceeseae ee 100 00 
In Certificate of deposit in the U. 5. Branch Bank at Cincinnati, dated June 8th, 1833 ...... 10,710 00 
In Treasury warrant in favor of Gen. John Tipton for claims under the Pottawatamie treaty 

eee, | eee eee TOT ETP eee TTT LTA TERE TPT LEE LETTE Ee ee ee | 


IipGMi te eee ee rece ee ee bis ek Sic ois Sins Ss nie We Sies 6S Mia RS Siw Rar arhmamsanion 


$20,006 30 
© 9 

Amount of sales of land from June Ist to 29th, 1833 .....cccccccccccccccscccscccsccsccse 20.489 93 
2 


leaving @ Gnlence tn The eoreiver’s hands OF. 65.6 oe 6.0565 sicanicsec cc saceeddvarvescsewes $426 62 





to be applied to paying register and recciver’s fees, Ke. 
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The Treasury warrant in favor of General Tipton had been presented to the bank for deposit, but 
was rejected for want of proper endorsement, which has been since supplied, 
Por a “particular description” of the funds in the hands of the receiver, I beg leave to refer to the 
inying document, marked a. 


accompé : : 
The books were found posted as follows: 
Register of receipts up to May 31st, 1833. 


oo 


Journal of receipts up to Jan, Ist, 1833. 
Ledger of receipts up to May Ist, 1833. 


The penmanship in the register and ledger was, for the most part, very respectable. That in the 
journal was not so good, nor had that record been kept with as much care and accuracy. The descrip- 
tions of entries are abbreviated in nearly as many instances as in the register of receipts. 

In a comparison of the register of receipts with the register of certificates for April, May and June, 
I detected the errors and discrepancies noted in the paper marked 6, 1 found that the officers were not 
in the habit of comparing these books af any time; and gave them specially in charge, that the departinent 
strictly required it to be done at least monthly. 

I requested that all the books might be brought up during the examination, which was nearly all 
completed before I left Fort Wayne; and I have good reason to hope that no future delinquencies will 
occur, 

The office papers were not in very good order, but the confusion was partly attributable to the files 
having been recently broken in order to restore copies of such records as had been burnt in the Treasury 
Department. = 

The receiver is much in want of a good desk, of the proper construction. The only public furniture 
he now has consists of an old bureau, such as are made for family use, and a very contracted book-case, 
badly partitioned. The two articles are worth about six or eight dollars each. 

The purchases of lands made by the receiver, as directed to be ascertained, will be found in the paper 
marked ¢. | have no evidence, nor have I any reason to believe, that any of these purchases were made 
with the public funds, 

As far as my observations and inquiries have extended, I am inclined to believe the receiver does not 
traffic in scrip, nor assist in facilitating its exchange with the purchasers of the public lands, although I 
think he is much too cager in engaging in land speculations; still, his character stands fair, and he 
appears to be an accommodating and gentlemanly officer. He frequently exchanges the public money 
with the citizens of his vicinity, as he himself informed me; but that he does this in detriment to the 
public service, or in contravention of the rules of the department, I have no knowledge. He particularly 
exchanges all the specie he can for such paper as will pass in deposit at the bank. 

I would take this occasion, however, respectfully to suggest that the old rule, (which I am told has 
been abolished,) of requiring the receivers to note on the back of their receipts the precise kind of funds 
received, would be the surest safeguard against speculations in exchanges of the public money, and 
more effectually lead to the detection of a fraud, which I fear is sometimes practiced of receiving scrip in 
payment of an entry after the money has been actually counted and received by the receiver. 

The receiver resides with his family at Fort Wayne, and attends personally to the duties of his office. 


Registers office. 


In comparing the tract books with the township plats in the office of the register, I found much 
difficulty. The former are not numerically arranged, except here and there a few leaves together, and 
are much blotted and defaced. Without a glossary, or index, it is almost impossible to find a particular 
entry withont much trouble and Jong research. And what is worse the entries do not correspond with 
the plats, in a great many instances; so numerous, indeed, that I considered it useless to note them, but 
made the corrections as T examined. Many tracts marked ‘‘sold,” on the plats, are not to be found on 
the tract books; although T have sometimes found them, after a tedious search, on the register of certifi- 
cates, being convinced, from their local situation, that they must have been long since sold. The omissions 
to make up the entries on the plats are very numerous, and may often occasion double sales. 

The sections are divided and subdivided on the tract books in the order of offering lands at public 
sale, so that the name of a person who purchases a quarter section must be written twice on the tract 
hooks instead of once; and, moreover, the space which might be saved by a larger entry than an eighth 
of a section, and appropriated to the entry of a quarter-quarter section, is lost. The latter description of 
entries are now very frequent, and there being no ‘miscellaneous tract book” kept, the interlineations 
render the present tract book almost unintelligible to a stranger. 

I think it my duty, therefore, to recommend that entire new tract books be procured, and the whole 
of the present entries revised and transcribed. Tam confident the government would be a gainer by it 
now, as it must be done at some future time. It will preserve the identity of the entries, which may yet 
be ascertained, but which will in a few years become extremely uncertain, if not entirely obliterated. In 
such a case additional spaces should be left for the entry of quarter-quarter sections, 

To give you a more correct idea of the deranged and confused state of the tract baoks, I enclose 
transcripts of two erplanafory notes found pasted in the books, without which it would be extremely difti- 
cult even for the register himself to ascertain former entries, or to make new ones. 

] would not be understood as censuring the present register for the derangement of the tract books; 
as I believe it may, for the most part, be attributed to the neglect or incompetency of the first incumbent 
of the office, or rather his proxy, as | understand he never attended personally to the duties of his office— 
a delinquency too frequent at many other offices, and which calls loudly for the efficient correction of the 
department, 

The present register, however, is chargeable with several of the omissions of entries on the plats, as 
they occurred within his time, and were still occurring. It has not been, I conceive, a wil/ful neglect on his 
part; but has arisen from a mistaken conception which he entertained, and probably imbibed from his 
predecessor, that the township plats were of little value as authority. Other registers, I find, have enter- 
tained a like opinion, however erroneous, [have endeavored to impress upon them the importance of the 

plats, as the highest authority in the office, tor the certainty of the location of a tract, the proper subdi- 
visions of fractional sections, &c.; and that, in place of putting it off to a more leisure time, not a moment 
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should be lost in making the entry on the plal as soon as the application and receipt were received froy 
the receiver's office, No crowd of business, nor any excuse whatever, should delay it. . 

I would here take the liberty to remark, however, that I perceive what 1 consider to be a material 
error in the present mode of marking up the township plats. Some registers mark the letter S$ on the 
tract entered. Others write “AP.” meaning, as they say, “applied for,” while some occasionally Write 
out the word “sold” in full, Either of these marks might be a sufficient designation to denote the sale 
of a tract. But suppose, in comparing the books, we find a tract marked ‘S,” or “AP,” or “sold,” on 
the plat, and it does not appear on the tract book, (and this is frequently the case,) what reference is thine 
to any one of the other books by which the fact of the sale can be ascertained 2?) None. And a search might 
be made in an office of much business for hours and days before it could be known whether the plat or 
the tract book were in error, I have therefore suggested that, in addition to the letter S, the number of 
the receiver's certificate of payment should be marked in the plat on the tract sold; and then reference 
would extend to the register of certificates, and all other books of the office with ease and certainty, I 
have no authority to direct that such addition should be made, but have advised registers to ask your 
instructions on the subject. ; 

I perceive that, in numerous instances, the selection of canal lands had not been designated on the 
tract books, and in some, imperfectly so, and were made in pencil marks on the township plats, 

Ninety-two township plats are bound in one book, and noé canvased, The others were partly ean- 
vased when I arrived, and finished during the examination, The plats designed for the new oftice at 
La Porte were canvased at the same time. 

_ The register is in the practice of keeping a book called a bloffer, in which entries are made in the 
Jirst instance, and then transferred to the township plats and tract books at leisure. By this blotter, all 
the comparisons are made when made at all, and transcripts are taken from it, and carried through all 
the books of record. Henee it is, that frequently through inadvertence, or carelessness in copying, the 
tract book does not agree with the register of certificates, nor that with the ledger, nor the ledger with the 
journal, nor the journal with the plats. The blotter is the test of accuracy for any book in the office. I 
paid no attention to it as official authority, but endeavored to impress upon the register the indispensable 
necessity of making his plats and tract books the first and best authorities for reference. 

In comparing the register of certificates with the receiver’s register of receipts, I often found discre- 
pancies which [ could not reconcile nor correct without resort to the blotter; (the receiver also takes his 
blotter for his surest guide,) because | was well aware the plats and tract books had been marked from 
the blotter. The errors, &c., noted in the register of certificates will be found in the paper marked d. 
The book itself has been badly kept for the most part, and much of the writing is in a very inferior style, 

The journal has been wretchedly kept, with few exceptions, ever since the first opening of the office. 
The abbreviations are almost as numerous as in the register of certificates, where figures and initials are 
permitted. The writing, too, is highly discreditable—it would disgrace a blotter. The register permitted 
a small. boy, his nephew, to /earn fo write in the journal, and the penmanship is such as never ought to 
disfigure a public record, I found several material errors in this book, which were corrected at the time. 

The ledger has been much better kept than either of the other books; it is passably good, 

The register is no speculator; he has purchased no lands within his district for himself, nor in trust 
for others. He has had no participation in facilitating exchanges of scrip, and discountenances all traffic 
of the kind. Though a little too peevish and petulant for his station, he is a man of good moral character 
and honest intentions. He resides with his family at Fort Wayne, and is generally to be found at his 
oflice. 

T recommend a new desk for the register’s office, surmounted by a frame containing apartments for 
the large books. The present furniture consists of an old and very clumsy desk, too small and badly 
constructed, and a small book-case, merely sufficient for keeping the oflice files. Both articles may be 
worth twenty dollars. 

Very respectfully submitted, y 
JAMES B. GARDINER, Evraminer. 


To the Hon. Exiszan Waywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


a. 


Particular description of the funds in the hands of the receiver of public moneys at Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
on the 29th of June, 1833. 


Nine bank billa of S100. 6 cicscancccccsccesseecesees Bank United States. 

Sixteen bank bills of $50 .......ccccccccescccecseee Bank United States. 

Forty-six bank bills of $20... 06. e cece cece e eee e eens Bank United States, 

Forty-three bank bills of SLO... .. cc eee eee eee ee eee es Bank United States. 

Thirty-two bank bills of $5 ...e.e cece cess eee eeeeeee Bank United States, 

Two bank bills of $100... weeeees Bank of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 
One bank bill of $50 .... Commercial Bank, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Two bank bills of O10... ..6.ccccccecseccdessecesss Zanesville Bank, Ohio. 

ees See TE BNO onic cee cicidsseeccsvsccsccass St. Olaiveviile, Ohio. 

Two bank bille OF $5 ......00scccccccccsccscescecess St, Clairsville, Ohio. 

ee tank Oil OF BIO .nccsssccdsacescscscaseccssess Dayton, Ohio. 


eeoereere eer eee ear ere ee 


eoceeeeeeteeeeeeereeeeeeee 


Three bank bills of $5........0.ccceeeeeeeeeeseeees Dayton, Ohio, 
isos Henk Bills OF Bd... cicvcscccccsscacsavcscsesee Chillicothe, Ohio. 
ne bank Gill of BS 2.0.50 cccccsedcocscsssccsivess«s Cleveland, Ohio. 


I ea ee isl esiawe: MERU RACHSINGT: AD AANAD: 


One bank bill of LEG CEs seeE beer eseeedeceeeccn Sees Gee 
One bank bill of $100 ......... eee eeeee eee eeeeees Michigan Bank, Detroit, Mich. Territory. 


‘Silver dollars, half dollars and quarters, $3,041.30. 


One bank bill of 


the tf ~F> 
Nos 


> 


— 
















































a ae 


1,959.. 
1,966.. 
1,969... 
1,974.. 
1,990.. 





9 O15.. 
2,016.. 
9 073.. 


2 089... 


2101.. 


Y 121... 


9142.. 
Y146.. 
9 168.. 


coovereeee 


oeeerereee 


ON 





THE 


CONDITION 


. of certificate. 


. 


eee 


cover eeeeee 





ETC. 191 


OF LAND OFFICES 


? 





Errors, &e. 
-+. Error in description. 
... Error in date. 
... Difference in date. 
... Difference in description. 
... Difference in No, of range. 
... Difference in date. . 


.... Difference in description. 
wee. Difference in christian name of purchaser, 
eee. Difference in surname of purchaser. 


... Difference in No, of range. 

... Difference in description. 

ee. Difference in description. 

... Difference in middle name of purchaser. 
... Difference in No, of township. 

... County omitted. 

... Difference in description, 

ee. Difference in name of purchaser. 

... Difference in date. 

... Difference in date. 


Dis seinen b ean ee ds sewessccrcceveseees Tiliorenee tn-date, 


The foregoing errors and discrepancies were discovered in comparing the receiver's register of receipts 
with the register’s register of certificates, from April Ist to June 29th 


Forr Wayne, Zndiana, June 29, 1838. 


Date of 
receipt. 


1832. April 4 


do H 
April 11 | 
Oct. 13 

do 


Oct. 20) 


do 
1833. Jan. 12 
Keb. 19 
Mar. 12 
June 24 


do 





C, 

= MER: ‘ poner DSACMaManGs simlaiaes edaea tanta 
Z Land, by whom purchased. Tract purchased. | Quantity. 3 Be, 

| f=3) | | i 2 
TO eeseecenais cetiee aca ceeeammeesaenan! Ga @ Soman oy ~% 

2 | { 5 og 

} ou | & | ¢ og = E38 

| | S ‘ - ’ a | tn oS a re) e3 

| 3 | Name. Residence. Section, or part of. 3 =I . S 2 z3 

= | | = | & “= = ao | << 
1,233 | John Spencer...++++ Allan co., Ia. BE.1N. W. 3 35....; 36 8 | $0 00. $1 25 $100 00 
1,234 do sion eieell do BE. 48. W. 3 35.. 36 8 80 00 1 25 100 00 
1,253 | do iannae do 8.7. & & Wi2 it] 38 14 15 81 125 | 19 76 

; - Spene F | | j 

| 1,687 | John sgenad hanes r] ie N.W. fr. N.W. 327, 32 13 | 67 85 | 125 | 84 81 
1,687 | Jesse L. Williams | | | 
1,713 | John Spencer. +-++++! do N. W. fr. N. E.3 14; 32 13 | 31 00 125 | 38 75 
1,714 | do suteows do EB. 3 BR. Wi 2 Mis.) 32 13 72 50 1 25 | 90 63 
1,715 | doa eee do N. fr. S. W.314....{ 32 | 13 | 63 90 4 125 79 87 
1,838 | do ons do Bo Wi tte Bis acies 28 | 14 | 10 73 | 125 | 13 40 
1,933 | do vnweiee do W. 1S. E. } 23....; 31 | 12 | 80 00 | 125 | 10000 
1,964 | do wade do B28. Wi 2 Main) | 18 80 00 1 25 100 00 
2,179 | do er do Ni iM. 8. 300s.) 3F | 3 | ees 1 25 97 94 
2,180 | do jiaew do B18. Bini H 3 80 1 25 100 00 


| 
{ 


RECEIVER'S Orrice, Fort Wayne, June 29, 1833. 


T hereby certify the foregoing to be a correct statement of all the lands purchased by me since my service in said office, or in which 


I have been tn any wise connected or concerned. 


JOUN SPENCER, Receiver. 


Recister’s Orricr, Fort Wayne, Indiana. 


The following errors and discrepancies were discovered in the register of certificates, in a comparison with 
the receiver's register of receipts, from April Ist to June 29th, 1833: 


No. 


sn ET 


Gy Kine 


of certificates. 


Errors and discrepancies. 
County omitted. 
Error in county. 
Date omitted. 
Difference in date. 
Difference in date. 
Krror in county. 
Difference in description. 
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No. of certificates. 


1,990... 
1,993. . 
2.000.. 


ore eee ee eee eee ee eee eee eee 


|, ER rarer ren marre 


PRIDUDEL cE SEA eee se Shs pease ees eb ewat ass 


PAD LhGur chan bkGe se sown kee owes tbe ss 


POUT CREE oh ee Sak ok RRO Hae eis kb Sieve eels 
PRU SL EVECARE eS Cubase cans e wes eees ose 
PU ceee bese ecis ds been be aoe s kU ee leie-wie ss 


hil Srrrrrrrrr rr rrr eT terete eee Tee 


General 


PUBLIC 


LANDS. 


—_ , : 
Errors and diserepancies. 


Date omitted, 
Date omitted. 


Difference in No, of range. 
Date omitted, and error in name of purchaser, 
Difference in date. 
Difference in description. 
Difference in christian name of purchaser. 
Difference in No. of range. 
Difference in description. 

Difference in description. 


Error in name. 


Middle name omitted. 


Transposed on registers certificates, 


Error in amount of purchase money. 
Difference in middle name of purchaser, 


Error in the description of tract. 
Difference in number of township. 


Date omitted. 
Date omitted. 
Date omitted, 


Difference in née 
ame of purchaser, 


Difference in n 


une of county. 


Difference in date. 


Difference in d 


ate. 


Difference in date. 


NeEAR Lepanon, Ohio, August 12, 1833. 


Sir: T have the honor to transmit herewith, a duplicate of my report to the Commissioner of the 


. 1959, 


Land Office, relative to the examination of the United States’ land offices at Crawfordsville, in 


the State of Indiana; made under the appointment of the late Secretary of the Treasury, of the 15th of 
May last, and in conformity to the instructions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office of the 38d 


of June, together with the accompanying documents. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES B. GARDINER, Exvraminer. 
Hon. Witttaw J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


ag 


Warren Cornty, Ohio, August 12, 1833. 
Sir: IT have the honor to submit the following report of my examination of the United States’ land 
offices at Crawfordsville, Indiana, made in pursuance of your instructions of the 3d of June last. 


examination was commenced on the 6th, and closed on the Lith of July. 
The accompanying account current, marked a, will show the amount and the particular description 


of funds in the hands of the receiver: 


From this, it will be seen, that the balance due on the 31st of May, when the last monthly 


ee ee 
Amount of sales from June Ist, to the 8th of July, was... 


eoeeerereeeee eer eeeereeeee 


Rl Or Oe ME ai rede riheisess Dees iirar ees ere vesaCeneKeNes 


To meet which, the receiver is properly eredited with cash, in bills and specie 


oe eee 


Eee SUNY SUN INNO 6566565 055500 e Pd eCAS HER DUSTER OO NON ORE TE OER EROS 
Certificate of deposit in Branch Bank United States at Cimcinnati, dated June 10th 


co gC Ea ee a ae ee a ee 


Leaving a balance im favor of the receiver Of........cescccsccsececsens 


eeoeereerereee 


The 





$17,347 96 
15,912 13 
$33,260 09 








$9,586 
4,516 


li, 


1,872 


52] 











At the time I arrived, the receiver was on the point of transmitting his Yunds to Cincinnati for 
But, pursuing the letter of my instructions, | conceived 
it my duty to examine the funds oz hand, and the state of the oflice, precisely as I found it; and the result, 
as relates to the funds, was creditable to the ofticer. 


deposit, and his monthly account to Washington. 


als relates to the books of receiver. 


The register of receipts was brought up to January Ist, 1833, by Isracl T. Canby, and to the 30th of 


April by the present receiver. 


The journal was brought up to June Ist, 1832, by I. 'T. Canby, and to the 15th September, same 


year, by the present receiver. 


In the ledger, the cash account was brought up to October, 31st, 1832, by I. T. Canby, and to the 


8th of January last, by the present receiver. 


























1834.] ON THE CONDITION OF LAND OFFICES, ETC. 193 





In same book, the account of sales of land was brought up to October 31st, 1832, by I. T. Canby— 
no entries in it by the present receiver. 

All the books were kept in proper style, and the penmanship very good. A few errors were found 
each, and corrected at the time. The proper comparisons had been neglected for some months. 

The book of correspondence was well kept, and the papers filed in good order. 

The receiver informed me of the refusal, by the department, to allow him for clerk hire, in bringing 
up the records (neglected by his predecessor), to the time he assumed the duties of the office. I would 
respectfully remark, that it seems to me but reasonable that a suitable allowance should be made. Con- 
sidering it important, however, that the books should be posted in proper order, without delay, I advised 
the receiver to employ an extra clerk if necessary, and cause the work to be done as soon as practicable; 
and that, by presenting a fair charge for the same, perhaps the department would reconsider its first 
decision. 

A new desk is much wanted, with a frame and partitions on the top for the large books, which are 
now exposed to dust and abuse. It would cost about thirty dollars in Crawfordsville. The only furniture 
now in the office, belonging to the United States, is an old fashioned book-case, not properly constructed 
for a land office, and having no apartments for the large books. 

The receiver resides with his family at Crawfordsville, and gives his daily personal attention to the 
duties of his office. 

He has no participation in facilitating the exchange of scrip, nor will he suffer the traffic of 
speculators to be carried on in his office. 

He is yet inexperienced in the details of office, but appears to be anxious and industrious in acquiring 
information. His clerk is highly competent. 

He sustains a fair moral character; is of an obliging disposition; and I have no doubt of his fidelity 
to the government. 

No other funds than ‘‘ United States’ paper” and specie are receivable for lands at Crawfordsville. 
This appears to be a hardship on purchasers, who are compelled to sacrifice about five per cent on Ohio, 
or any other bank notes they may bring to the office. .The merchants of the village exact that much 
discount. I respectfully suggest the expediency of some new instructions to the receiver on this subject. 


in 


Register’s office. 


I found the books in this office posted as follows: 
Register of certificates, up to December 31st, 1832. 
Journal, up to October 12th, 1832. 
Ledger, cash and stock account, up to October 31st, 1832. 
Ledger, same added, up to June Ist, 1832. 
Ledger, sale of public lands, up to August 31st, 1832. 
Ledger, same added, up to March Ist, 1831. > 

The whole of the records being so very far behind, and the entries numerous, it was found impossible 
to have them posted during the time of examination, and I did not attempt it. The style of penmanship 
throughout all the books is very good; but the errors are very numerous, owing to carelessness in 
transcribing, and a total neglect of comparisons, 

The erroneous and injurious practice of relying solely upon a blotter as the first and best authority, 
and of neglecting to make the entries in the township plats and tract books at the time of sale, has always 
prevailed in this office. Uence I found many instances of omissions in the plats, and also in the tract 
books. [instituted various comparisons : Ist. The tract books with the township plats ; 2d. The register 
of certificates with the plats; 3d. The same with the tract books ; 4th. The same with the ledger ; 5th. 
The ledger with the journal ; 6th. The journal with the register of certificates. The errors and discre- 
pancies thus noted, will be found in the paper marked 0. 

During the months of January and February last, (as is known to the department) no public business 
was done in the register’s office in consequence of the removal of the receiver. Here was abundant time 
to have brought up the books of the register, and made the necessary comparisons. 

In marking up the township plats, a pencil has been frequently used instead of ink. The consequence 
is they are daily becoming obliterated. In many instances, the canal and other reserved Jands have not 
been designated on the plats nor tract books. 

The tract books are generally in numerical order ; but have not been kept as clean, nor as neatly as 
they should have been. There are many evidences of gross carelessness and inattention. The entries 
of quarter-quarter sections have been made by interlineation, instead of a ‘miscellaneous tract book,” as 
directed by the department. 

The connected map of the district is old,.and much defaced; a new one is wanted. 

The register being absent when I arrived, was sent for by his son, and came to the office in three or 
four days after I commenced its examination. He resides at Delphi, forty miles from Crawfordsville, and 
does not pretend to give his personal attention to his duties. The business has always been done by his son, 
lf. B. Milroy, and clerks. It is notorious that the register utterly refuses to reside at his office : says he 
“will give it up first;” and that he does not visit Crawfordsville oftener than six or eight times in the 
course of a year. 

Your instractions direct me to “inquire, in a guarded and unsuspicious manner, into the respective 
characters of the registers and receivers in the vicinity of their several land offices, and report thereon as 
to their official conduct as gentlemen of honor, probity, impartiality, and fidelity.” 

This was a delicate task ; but I did not feel myself at liberty to disregard it. 

It is with much pain, therefore, that I am compelled to say, the character of General Samuel Milroy, 
derived from sources entitled to full credit, is that of an arbitrary, overbearing, passionate, and reckless 
man, exceedingly abusive of whomsoever he may dislike, and by no means calculated, as a public officer, 
to win the good-will and affections of the people to the government for the mildness, patience, and impar- 
tiality with which the public service is performed. My own personal observation has convinced me that 
this delineation is not exaggerated ; and I feel bound, in the faithful discharge of this unpleasant part of 
my duty, to state some items of the conversation of Gen. Milroy with myself, altogether gratuitous and 
unsolicited. Ile showed me a letter from the late Secretary of the Treasury to the President, dated the 
8th of April last, (a copy of which had been furnished him,) in which he said the Secretary had stated 
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“Ties,” and repeated the epithet ‘liar’ frequently, as applied to that gentleman in his official capacity 
He said Messrs. Tipton and Hendricks, the United States’ senators from Indiana, had acted “ rascally” io 
keeping back $10,000 placed in their hands for safe-keeping by the agent of the commissioners under the 
Pottawatamie treaty, which had been advanced in the first place by Israel T. Canby to said agent. And 
he said many other things highly abusive of the public and private character of these gentlemen, which 
it is not material here to state. 

After furnishing me, at my request, with a list of the lands entered by himself and the other securi- 
ties of Dr. Canby, General Milroy asked me, ‘ what does the department mean by requiring this schedule? 
Do they think of removing me? It looks something like it.” [ assured him I acted simply from instruc. 
tions, without authority to draw any inferences from them. He then became quite boisterous and very 
much impassioned, and said, “If they,” (meaning, I supposed, the Executive,) ‘attempt to put me down, 
I will show them I have friends. I will rally the whole Pennsylvania delegation, and put them down.” 

To myself General Milroy was respectful, polite, and obliging. But his language towards many 
eminent public men, in relation to the affairs of Dr. Canby, (whose conduct he took much pains to extenu- 
ate,) was such as to lead me to consider him a very rash and abusive man. 

On the subject of scrip, I find that H. B. Milroy, the acting register, has frequently exchanged it 
with purchasers, and received a compensation therefor from the speculators in that paper. About one 
per cent has been the common fee. The register himself informed me that he had received a package 
of scrip from a member of Congress, and, “ not wishing to meddle with it” himself, had given it over to 
his son to exchange ; but that was the first and only time he had touched it. 

During the months of January and February last, whilst the sales were suspended, H. B. Milroy 
received money in deposit from persons wishing to purchase lands to the amount of $16,000, as he himself 
informed me, and made out applications for the several tracts intended to be secured in this way. He 
made use of the public chest for the secure keeping of this money, a great portion of which was in specie, 
When the office was again opened on the 4th of March, $10,000 of this amount was paid in scrip, as 
appears by the receiver’s books. 

In accordance with my instructions, I called upon General Milroy for a list of all the lands he had 
purchased for himself, or in trust for others, since the year 1829, and he handed me the accompanying 
schedule, marked ¢. He had previously informed me that four or five tracts had been purchased for him 
in his son’s name, “ for the purpose of avoiding the trouble of making application to the surveyor general, 
as required by law.” These, I understand, are still held in the name of his son, and have not been levied 
upon, 


Defaleation of I. T. Canby. 


My instructions, after premising that ‘the government will probably sustain a considerable loss by 
the great defaleation of Israel T. Canby, late receiver at Crawfordsville,” further say: ‘ You are there- 
fore requested to ascertain, as near as you can conveniently, the value of the real and personal property 
which has been seized or levied upon by the marshal of the State as the property of the said Canby, and 
each of his securities, residing or holding real estate in Indiana, and also such other property as they or 
either of them may possess, not levied on ; and also what real estate either the said Canby or either of 
his securities have conveyed, and to whom, and particularly as to their respective connections, since the 
month of August, 1832; for which purpose it may be necessary for you to confer with the district attorney, 
the marshal, and the district clerk, at Indianapolis, or with one or more of them.” 

It has not been in my power to perform this duty to any considerable extent. When about to go 
from Crawfordsville to Rockville, forty miles west, where the district attorney resides, 1 was informed 
he was at Bloomington, sixty or seventy miles south of Jndianapolis, which latter place it was my duty 
to visit as soon as practicable. The marshal, I understand, resides at Madison, on the Ohio river; and 
the district clerk at Jeffersonville. Had it not have been for urgent reasons which influenced my 
immediate return home from Indianapolis, (of which you are already apprised,) I should have seen 
the district attorney at least, and endeavored to prosecute my inquiries as you directed. On my return 
to Indiana, I design to renew my investigations on this subject, unless otherwise instructed. 

I am directed to report facts; and it is probably improper to make any statement to you based on 
information derived from common report or public opinion. I think there can be no doubt however, that 
the sale of Dr. Canby’s chattel property at Crawfordsville was very injudiciously made. There was a 
village combination to dissuade from and prevent bidding. The register and his son, (as I am respecta- 
bly informed,) openly proclaimed in the streets, that ‘no gentleman would bid on the property.” The 
goods were put up in lots much too large for common purchasers; and were principally bought in, at 
nominal prices, for Dr. Canby’s maiden sister, who was his housekeeper. 

Soon after Dr. Canby came to Crawfordsville, he brought on a store of goods, which cost $12,000. 
The store was kept in the name of his sister. I{e afterwards sold out to John Wilson, (one of his sure- 
ties,) and one Isaac B. Vance. Vance sold back his part to Canby, and the latter transferred the whole 
to said Wilson, who kept the goods at Crawfordsville until the appearance of the marshal, when he 
removed them to Rob Roy, in Fountain county, where it is said the store still remains. 

Dr. Canby, after thus disposing of the first, brought on a second assortment of goods, and sold them 
to one Miller, (one of his sureties,) and H. B. Milroy, the acting register. These goods were removed, 
two or three months ago, to Delphi, where the register resides, and are still kept under the firm of 
“Milroy & Miller.” I am told that Gen. Milroy has control of this store. It is a matter of general 
notoricty. 

A third assortment of goods was brought on by Dr. Canby to Rob Roy, and sold under the firm of 
“Canby & Piatt.” The goods, or part of them, I learn, are there yet. 

I do not vouch for any of the foregoing facts, further than to say they were derived from gentlemen 
of the first standing, are fully believed by Col. Pollock, the reeciver, who has the best opportunities of 
forming a correct opinion ; and though often mentioned, I have never heard them contradicted. Gen. 
Milroy acknowledged to me, that the goods sent to Delphi belonged to his son and Mr, Miller ; but said 
his son had offered to deliver the goods up to the district attorney, who did not think it his duty to receive 
them. Mr. Ramey, (who was Dr. Canby’s clerk,) and is now clerk to the receiver, and who lately mar- 
ried Gen. Milroy’s daughter, ) informed me that the goods were delivered by Dr. Canby to young Milroy 
and Mr. Miller, without any inventory whatever having been taken, and that they had cost about 
$12,000. 
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Gen. Milroy stated to me that he had Jong known that Dr. Canby was in the habit of borrowing money 
of the receiver at Indianapolis to complete his deposits. And that of $21,000 received by Canby from 
November to January last, (the whole of which he kept,) he knew a part of it went to pay the receiver 
at Indianapolis ; and the balance, he supposed, to pay his other debts. From the whole tenor of General 
Milroy’s conversation, I was led to believe that he had, for two or three years, been apprehensive of 
Canby’s defaleation. Indeed, he told me that, as early as 1829, he ‘‘ was well convinced that Canby must 
be making use of the public moneys.” 

In the accompanying list, marked d, you have the entries of lands made at Crawfordsville by the 
securities of Doctor Canby, as far as I could ascertain, which are in addition to those entered in the name 
of H. B. Milroy for his father. Not having been able to confer with Gen. Howard, the district attorney, 
I could not tell what property had been already seized, nor further prosecute my inquiries as to what may 
remain. Iam led to the conviction, however, by information from respectable sources, that much property 
has been kept out of the reach and knowledge of the government officers. And I feel bound to express 
to you my decided opinion that the property already taken will waste and lessen rather than increase in 
value ; and, for various other good reasons, I consider it my duty to suggest that no time should be lost in 
bringing to sale the property now under levy. I am constrained, from the knowledge I have acquired on 
the subject, to express my want of confidence in the sincerity of the plea for delay set up by some of the 
sureties. , . 7 

Very respectfully submitted, JAMES B. GARDINER, Examiner, 

To the Hon, Exusan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, 





a. 


James T. Pollock, receiver of public moneys at Crawfordsville, Indiana, in account current with the 
United States. 


Dr. 


To bateace of Caelh om Rand, Sist May, PSSS ook, gin ass cas ecscvaevecdavcccecccccccccssGlt Ot 
To amount of sales from June lat to duly Sth... 2. sscsscscccceccescccccscccccecossecee 16,919 19 


$32,260 09 


Cr. —— Sees 


By amount of cash on hand, 8th of July, 1833, to wit : 
15 billie United States’ Bank of $100 cach... ....cccsccccscscsccccsccscscceccoess $1500 00 
15 tills United States Teak of B50 cach... csc ciesacscssatesccscccccssaccsse 66RC8 
Go ee Dee CRREN BOM OL GO CRC. occ sccccccecccccccscsessassneccsecee LEGO 
136 Gee United States’ Beak of SLO Cach.......ccccsvccccccucsvcccosessccescccs L50008 
TB a a eS ee ee ree 450 00 
po reer Tere eT eTe eT TCT LTCC T TC TE TELE CET TT TT TERT CUTE 
Amount Of SCTIP oe ccecesececescsrrececccreeeccrceeveceresssssssssssesssesessssesees 4,016 663 
Certificate of deposit in the Branch Bank United States at Cincinnati, dated June 10th, 1838, 17,521 23 
Paid salary and commission of register from January Ist to June 30th, 1833, as per vouchers, 1,003 46 
Paid Paschal Early for transportation of specie to Cincinnati, as per vouchers dated Ist of 


Sere Tee ete TET Cee TET TL ETT COTTE CT eRTTEETLC CETTE TT TrT ee TT 50 
Paid I. F. Wade for printing blank receipts, as per voucher ..........scccccccccecevccees 18 00 
eg eer ere TTT Ter eT Te Te TTT eee eT eee eee 3.75 
Paid salary and commission of receiver for quarter ending June 30th ... 00... 0. cece eee ees 580 34 
Paid for risk and traveling expenses in depositing for said quarter ......cccee cee eeeeeees 189 21 





$33,496 593 


—— 











b. 


Errors and discrepancies noted upon a comparison of the several books in the register’ s office at Crawfords- 


ville, Indiana, July, 1833. 





| | 

No. of certificates. | Errors, &ce. | In what book. 
| | 

| 





13,919 to 


; seeceees| Erroneously numbered .........csccccccccccvcccsecce! Registers certificates. 











13,936 | 
Ec kxs ces) SOU NID bose) staan saanwadannesncescceael do 
a, ee do Piel sRariticcenbnatnnncexodions do 
0 ee do Sse it saris lca tinecde ean a shih cod ce ta do 
BA OOG sc ccscccecce| Bebe Omibbed 2. .c ccc cccccesccessesccccesesecccees| TOwnahip plats, 
SEK 406s WK see's do Pik Mote kk ROTORS SAAS H ED ARO WENA! do 
ore eee do seen ee eaten eee n eee n ene e eee e eee eeeeee, do 
8 rere re do HHaNG SSAA RECA RER ECON HH MSS eed ans do 
ee eee do ee eee ee eee ee eee ee eee do 
4 ey eer do PE ee See Tre eee er do 
i Seeere re ree do POO r ret Te Tee Tee eT Te Tee eT Te CTT do 
a errr rer ree do POE ET Te eevee T Tee TT TT 
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b.—Errors and discrepancies—Continued. 





No. of certificates. | 


Errors, &e. 


i 


| In what book. 





17,077 





a maa 


. Register of certificates, 


. Register of certificates, 


-| Register of certificates, 


-, Register of certificates, 


SS re Error in description .......cccceeccecccccvsccccccces Ledger. 
oo es do PPretrrr err TTT rere ee eet) do 
BE GAL...o0cccecees| Wrong mame Of PUrchawer.......22005scccceeesseee00| G0 
14,549....0.000++0| Error in name of purchaser.........scccccsccsessseces| do 
i ret Re | WORRTINION caves sei sinecwwsncas vee eeeeee Journal. 
16,372... .cccceees! Be NO. WE PARR ose cis vsccsvsesesearesceceses| OO 
LS | ore ere do do eb cedneteasen shaewnewks] as 
EO POR vanccaseones| ee Seerenr etre eer err eter eer ee 
SS eee ree BO DOGE POMBE. oak csc decsssscewsisesncieseces| do 
A) See | do No.of township. ..0.05 060s60cc0s0000+e0000s| Ledger, 
RT PPEi ccdevcnescel Be MNO ocak bis enccrcdercevsevessea| GO 
Sooreh chen tees) do do sence eee cree nent nent ener eeeseee! do 
get vf seeeeees) Nos, all one in advance of right No. ......eeeeeeeeeees| dO 
17,059. ...+.eeeee) Error in description ...... cee cece cere rece ceeeeeees 
STOO ev ccsscsnves! do do OTT TPCT TCT TCO TET TTC 
S| ers | do No. of acres ..... re eee ee swosees! BO 
ck) eee | do description ........ccccccsccscccesceceseces| GO 
PPO Evnncencavsos! do No. of township..........+s0. ‘tceeenes] OO 
Pic reavces ows! do description and No. of section. .....+e+eeeee 
16,494... cee eeeee) do description Of tract .....cecee cece e vere recone) do 
eer do do SLE ee Peer eT eT do 
to ere rer do No. of township.......cceccecececcesseeeeee| Journal. 
16,522....0000---.| do description Of tract... ...ecee cece eee eeece 
ee ae do A LomWanhtones Nenguel do 
re do do ihieeeKee own wah .eees| Journal, 
he) ere Sr do do eerere rer Trt rie es ee 
1,738 iE — itted my r plats 
1,734 iceiniibinis ntry omittec PRR O SR ETARET Sears De eR MN) own plats. 
18,140........+++¢| Error in description ........eccccccccccccccccecscess| tract book. 
18,131. ........++.| Entry omitted .......cccccccccccssccoccesescesesces| Lown plat. 
18,132.......0000] do sib SESW ao ee SCNE ES OETA SCAR TON Ce do 
| do eee ee re ee ere siete Tract book. 
PR actiocss<as do IPS ena ee ee eee »eeeeee| Town plats. 
Ses ers do ESS MEO ET OTTO OE Tee EERE ETT TCT Ew 
674........+...| Entry in wrong township. .......sceeeecereccececcece! do 
19,668. .......¢0+| Entry omitted ......ccccccccvcccsscsees (eres ednwaeed do 
do CE err Tee ree herr re do 


OP cissanacnses! 





The foregoing comparisons were made promiscuously, without regard to the order of time, for the. 
purpose of testing the general accuracy of the records. 


the books throughout would exhibit a like proportion of errors with the above. 

















Cc. 

ae aSes 

Ss 

2 % Tract. 

oe 

S 6 

is S Part of section. Section. Towns. Range. 

“4 
10,978 INS FOS Qa arbor 2.50 <2 occsseccss cscs scce ces 30 25 N. 2W. 
10,987 E. half N. W. quarter. ....cesecccccccccces 21 25 do 2 do 
10,988 W. half N. W. quarter... ccccccsesccccses 21 25 do 2 do 
10,990 E. half N. E. quarter ..ccccesccssccccccces 28 25 do 2 do 

















It is believed, from the examination had, that 


J. B. G., Examiner. 


Lanp Orrice, Crawfordsville, July 11, 1833. 
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The above list comprehends all the lands purchased at this office for or by me, or in which I have 


any interest, directly or indirectly, since I have been register. 
at the opening for private entry; certain lands in this district withheld from sale in obedience to instruc- 
tions dated 21st of April, 1827, and again subjected to private entry in obedience to instructions of the 
18th of February, 1830, on the last Monday in April next, (1830,) at the hour of 12 o’clock. 

In the first tract mentioned in the list, I have now no interest; and all other lands owned by me, 
having been purchased previous to my appointment as register, have been levied on by the marshal, 


with all my personal property, as one of the sureties of the late receiver. 
SAMUEL MILROY, Register. 





These lands were purchased by my son 
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[No. 1259, 
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Lesanon, Ohio, March 14, 1834. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a duplicate copy of my report to the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office relative to the examination of register’s"and receiver’s offices at Jeffersonville, in the 
State of Indiana; together with my account current with the United States. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES B. GARDINER, late Examiner. 

Hion. Rocer B, Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





JEFFERSONVILLE, Indiana, December 28, 1833. 


Str: I have the honor to state that, under the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in obe- 
dience to your special instructions, I entered upon the examination of the United States’ land offices at 
Jeffersonville, in the State of Indiana, on the 21st inst., and closed the same on the 27th. 

A statement of the funds in the hands of the receiver, with an account of his disbursements since the 
first of October, will be found in the accompanying account current, marked a. By this it will be seen 
that the register has made an equal balance with the United States, which he has the power of doing at 
any time, owing to his immediate vicinity to the city of Louisville, where his deposits are directed to be 
made. The particular description of the moneys on hand will be found in the same document. 

The books of the receiver were thoroughly examined, and carefully compared with each other, and 
with the register’s “register of certificates ;’ and they proved to have been correctly and neatly kept, 
and were posted up to the day of commencing the examination. 

Although it appears from the books that upwards of sixteen thousand dollars in scrip have been 
received at the Jeffersonville land office during the present year, yet I am satisfied, from all the informa- 
tion I could collect on the subject, that the receiver has not participated in facilitating exchanges of scrip 
with purchasers, nor in any manner assisted speculators in that paper, who are continually hovering 
around his office. Indeed, it seems he has used every means in his power to prevent impositions upon 
purchasers and the government, and has asked advice of the Secretary of the Treasury as to what means 
he shall adopt to guard against the encroachments of speculators. 

In answer to interrogatories which I put to the receiver on the subject of exchanges of scrip, he 
replied in the accompanying notes marked b and ec. 

The receiver has purchased no lands on his own account, nor in trust for others. Nor has he, as far 
as I can discover, loaned any of the public moneys to any person whomsoever. His character stands fair 
as an officer and a gentleman; and he has the reputation of being very courteous and accommodating to 
purchasers. 

The public furniture in the receiver’s office consists of two book-cases, worth twelve dollars, one pine 
table, two dollars, and the common iron chest. 

tegister’s office. 

The books in this office were brought up to the day of examination. The penmanship is good, and 
the entries generally made with accuracy. The register is assisted by his son, who is a very capable 
and attentive clerk. 

I was astonished to find that no entries had ever been made in the township plats from the commence- 
ment of the office! The predecessor of the present incumbent had a high reputation for competency ; and, 
having held his office for more than twenty years, the present register, who had no previous experience 
in the manner of keeping land office books, very naturally inferred (as frequent examinations of the office 
had taken place during the time of his predecessor, ) that the entries on the plats were not necessary. It 
seems that the instructions of the General Land Office on this subject, in the circular of the 25th of May, 
1831, were inadvertently kept by the receiver, and had not been seen by the register at any time. 

I cyneeived it my duty to direct that all the plats should be marked up as soon as practicable, begin- 
ning from the first opening of the office. It will be a task of long and tedious labor; and it will be the 
prerogative of the department to decide whether any and what compensation shall be allowed to the pre- 
sent register for supplying the omissions of his predecessor. 

The numbers of the certificates of purchase have never been entered in the journal by either the for- 
mer or present register. 

The residence of purchasers has always heretofore been omitted in the applications. It will be inserted 
hereafter. 

With the foregoing exceptions, the books and papers were all in good order; and I was pleased to 
perceive a cheerful readiness on the part of the register and his son to improve by every suggestion which 
I conceived it my duty to make. 

I have been very strict in my scrutiny relative to what participation the register may have had in 
facilitating exchanges of scrip; and I cannot discover that he has ever been guilty of any willful or 
improper transaction of the kind. Indeed he is a man, of all others, the least capable or desirous of 
meddling in such speculations. Though poor, he is quiet and contented with his situation, and is the very 
reverse of being either avaricious or intriguing. I have no doubt that both he and his son, from an excess 
of good nature and credulity, have sometimes been imposed upon by the arts and importunities of holders 
of scrip; but neither of them have ever profited by it, nor have they, in my opinion, been actuated by the 
most remote expectation of gain. The answer of the register to my interrogatories on this subject will 
be found in his letter marked d, 

The register resides at his office. He sustains the character of an honest and honorable man; and, 
as an officer, he is attentive, obliging, and well esteemed in his district. Tle has purchased no land for 
himself, nor in trust for others. 

The public property in the register’s office consists of two book-cases, valued at twenty-two dollars, 
two pine tables at four dollars, and one pine desk at two dollars. A good and convenient writing desk 
is much wanted. 

I directed the tract book to be rebound, and the large volume of the land laws to be put in plain 
strong binding. 

I have further the honor to say, in thus terminating my duties of examiner of land offices in the State 
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of Indiana, that I have invariably endeavored to discharge my delicate trust with fidelity to the govern- 
ment, and kindness and courtesy to the incumbents. ; 

In my report of the examin: ition of the Vincennes offices, I inadvertently omitted to state that I had 
drawn the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars ($250) of the receiver of Vincennes, under the authority 
of the Secretary of the Treasury, for which I gave duplicate receipts, as directed. 

I transmit ‘herewith, my account in full against the United States as examiner, together with the 
amount received by me. All which is very respectfully submitted, : ; 

é JAMES B. GARDINER, Examiner. 

To the Hon. Exiszan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 











a. 


James G. Read, receiver of public moneys at Jeffersonville, Indiana, in account current with the United 
States, from 1st October to 2\st December, 1833. 


Dr. 
No balance on hand at the end of last quarter. 
To amount of sales from October Ist to December 21st, 1833....5.... ccc cacccccceccceces -$25, 723 _ 
Cr. 
sy amount of cash on hand 21st December, 1833, to wit : 


9 bills United States’ Bank of 100 dollars each. Te Te eee eT eT ee Ce Eee Tra 
be tlie Ute emcee TR Ol SO GWTOPe COON gions nice cdc cece cas cbaeecadecdvavcesses 600 00 


S 











37 bills United States’ Bank of 20 dollars cach....... Miichwkee’ SiR RaR SRO REY er ee 740 00 

94 bills United States’ Bank of 10 dollars each...... CEs kha KSLA RS KR NAORRSS WRENS 940 00 

150 bills United States’ Bank of 5 dollars each. ........... 006. sed Shaw eS Sunes «see Torre 

eee: MOeee We RPMI EUE, BPD CTIIEO ORIN, kn 6 ices ccensseccctsesécebacecdervedaceses 700 00 

1 bill Bank of Louisville, 50 dollars...........cceee. TTT CECE Tee ET ECT eee 50 00 

Silas See: GE NNW, DO EW COC. ioc ic cc swcecencancuccicssevceoaseseees 40 00 

Se lee ee OE TUNE, BD QOTTATe CREB i. ooo nc ceccccaecccccsesesececsesesaseuce 160 00 

11 bills Bank of Louisville, I eee Link aia a a Ob ke AAD Rew ie Kaas 55 00 

2 bills Louisville Savings Institution, Se I a on b tus 605 55S AUR eRweeeE ENG 10 00 

1 bill Franklin Bank Cincinnati, ce tee lac Beatle ihre 5°00 
Revolutionary bounty land scrip on hi eth pleat Carte aah ata da aay (sev eedecwecseie. LEI 
Same transmitted to Treasury De spartme aoe in October and Nove sale: TULTCLCCT CET CCTC OT CC 


Certificate of deposition U nited States’ B: ink, Louisville, October 31st, 1833. (Mieke eRe ee oe 
Certificate Bank of Louisville, November 30th, i EET CEE ERT ELT E LUCE TULUTCCOUTE CCE © oe 


Amount refunded to James Ollis for an erroneous entry. ...ceccceccee ce cee ccc cecececs ee 60 00 
Amount refunded to Isaac Baldwin for an erroneous entry. ...ec cee e cece ecee eee eees SeCEes 100 00 
Fae G. Cin, Fri, Fe UT GATES: OF TA non soc kee ccc reeciececercseccinceedecs 13 00 
Amount refanded to W. Hale for an erroneous entry. ......60ccccscccccescvcccccees ptegerg 100 00 
Amount refunded to Danicl Sullivan for an erroneous Cntry..... cece cece eee cece ee eteeees 100 00 
Paid Morton and Smith for stationery for register’s OfffCe....... ccc cece cece ccc ccccccces 89 38 

$25,723 90 





James B. Gardiner, examiner of land offices in Indiana, in account current with the United States. 


Dr. 

June, 1833. To travel from eastern line of Franklin county, Indiana, to Fort Wayne, 110 miles, 

at 6 dollars for every 20 miles. ..... ‘aie BE ee ee ee er ee ee $33 00 
To 6 days’ examination of Fort W ayne land offices, ene er ger eee eee jaar 36 00 
July. To travel from Fort W ayne to Crawfordsville, 160 mile S, as above eee Peer eT Tere. 48 00 
To 6 days’ examination of Crawfordsville Jand offices CET TT EE COTTE TEE TEE COTTE CECT 36 00 
To travel from Crawfordsville to Indianapolis, 50 miles.......... eee eee patodaee tee nas 15 00 
To 13 days’ examination at Indianapolis offices. ......cccccccccccccccccceccece rere ee 78 00 


To 20 days’ employed in making out and transmitting reports, docume nts, &c., relative his CX- 
amination at Fort Wayne, Crawfordsville, and Indianapolis, the whole 167 pages ; the 











same being made in triplicate Te a ia neetes ‘eecdex 120 00 
November and December, To travel from Indianapolis to Vincennes, er eee 40 50 
OT RPR CRANES BE V ICCTIED ONIOER sy io 55 5c onc aces cecece sees dedsecaccesedaces ee 42 00 
To travel from Vincennes to Jeffersonville, 115 miles........ Ri ereW Sri Ritier ceils 23 asec Sues 34 50 
To T days’ examination at Jeffersonville........... Serer acta SOeehai Os ax bu Porarciar chara Sseatetieel terete 42 00 
To travel from Jeffersonville to Cincinnati, 140 miles. prey eye oreede: Grate a & wiles Saiaial Oxew ier ocean cre 42 00 

$567 00 

550 00 

DEGRA hyo SLR oe ate Mire A SER, etn rr 9 © @€6C@ CC COeeeeansCeaeteo@oeoane2 ee ee oe eee 6 6.6 $17 00 
Cr. 


July, 1833. By cash of J. P. Drake, receiver y Indianapolis...s.ccscccscccsccesceeececes-. $300 00 
December. By cash of J. D. Woolverton, receiver, i re re ‘ais 250 00 
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Lesanon, O., March 13, 1834. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a duplicate of my report of the examination of the Vip. 


cennes land offices. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES B. GARDINER, Examiner. 
Hon. R. B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Vincennes, Indiana, December 16, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor to state that, under the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury, and in 
obedience to your special i ustructions, I commenced the examination of United States land offices at Vin- 
cennes, in the State of Indiana, on the 10th inst., and closed the same on the 16th. 

On counting the public funds in the hands of the receiver, I found the result as stated in the accom- 
panying account current, marked a. By this it will be seen that the small balance of $24.99 is in favor 
of the receiver. The particular description of moneys in the hands of the receiver will be found in the 
paper marked b. 

The books of the receiver were found posted up to the following periods ; 

Register of receipts to December 6, 1833. 
Journal to November 14, 1833. 
Cash account in ledger to November 11, 1833. 
Sales account in ledger to November 11, 1833. 
Expense acct. in ledger to September 30, 1833. 

The whole were subsequently posted to the time of closing the examination, with the exception of 
the expense account in the ledger, which must necessarily remain open until the close of the quarter, 

Comparisons were instituted, according to your instructions, which proved the books to have been 
very correctly kept. The penmanship is plain and neat, and the books generally free from blots and 
interlineations. 

No scrip was found in this office, nor could I hear of any in the town, which sufficiently proves that 
neither receiver nor register are at all concerned in facilitating the speculations in this paper, so frequent 
at some other offices. I was very particular in my inquiries on this subject, and am well satisfied that 
no improper transactions in scrip have ever been perpetrated at either of the offices in Vincennes. 

The furniture of receiver's office consists of one double writing desk, with apartments for books, old 
and«worn, worth about $10 ; one paper case, with folding doors, $8, and a common iron chest. 

The book case is without doors, and the books exposed to flies and dust. An improvement in the 
furniture, to the amount of twelve or fifteen dollars, is essential to the convenience of the officer, and I 
respectfully recommend that the receiver be instructed to make the same. 

The receiver resides at his office, and gives his daily personal attention to his duties. His character 
stands fair as a private and public man, and his amiable and obliging disposition renders him a very 
popular and valuable officer. , 

Register’s office. 


The several books in this office were found posted up to the time of commencing the examination. 
They are all kept with remarkable neatness and accuracy. The venerable register is assisted by his son, 
(a very competent and obliging clerk,) and both give their daily personal attention to the duties of the 
office. The character of the register is altogether unexceptionable, and has been well known to the gov- 
ernment for the last thirty years. I consider him among the best officers in the service of the department. 

The register’s ledger is filled up, and a new book required. 

No new furniture is required by the register, although most of that in his office is his own private 
property. The public desk and book-case are of little value, say fifteen or twenty dollars. 

Very respectfully submitted, 
JAMES B. GARDINER, E-raminer. 

To the Hon. Extyan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





a. 
tECEIVER’S Orrice, Vincennes, December 10, 1833. 


The United States in account with the receiver of public moneys at Vincennes, from the 1st October to 10th 
December.— Receipt No. 5,557 (inclusive ). 








Dr. 

1833. Oct. 31.....-. Allowance to receiver for mileage and risk on $14,005, deposited on the 29th instant..... a $47 97 
Oct. 3L..+++. Amount paid Joseph Maddox for transporting specie to Louisville—voucher No. 86 ......++ 30 00 
Oct. 31 ..--+-+ Amount received in forfeited land stock in this Month..cocccesecceceececeece sovsesecceee 150 52 
Oct. 31...-.-| This sum deposited on the 29th instant—voucher No. 87.. cece eeeecceeeeeeet sce vevesceces 14,005 00 
Nov. 30...++», This sum paid John Badolet, register, being the amount of E. Stout's bill fur printing for the 

register’s office—voucher No. 88..+.cceesecesceeccevccsesses esse essere esse sececvevcces 64 25 
Dec. 10 ......, Amount of forfeited land stock received this Month. .-ceeecccecccecesreeuvevevcccceesseves 160 00 
Dee. 10...--.; My salary for this quarter, up to this day....+s+ cesecceeee secesseeee ceneeeseee cece sevens 97 21 
Dec. 10 ...--» My commission, at 1 per cent, on $16,814.26, being the amount reccived in this quarter up to! 
this day..ccscsccsee ssvece SERENE SEED PENS NSEC Rb SSU ENE HAO SS SERS eee eas sabie vosees 168 14 
Dec. 10..----| To this sum now in my hands, subject to Treasury drafts...+ssse++ ceacescseecvcccccccceess 9,376 04 
$24,099 
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Cr. 




















1833. Sept. 30.-++++ | By balance on hand to the credit of the United States, as per last return......ececeecceeaces $7,284 87 
Oct. gale By amount received in all this month ....ccceccescccccccccccccccces coccccceccccccsccces 7,659 90 
Nov. 30.. ‘| By amount received in all this month ...secccecscecccccccecccccccs cece ccscsccveccccseces 6,680 24 
Dec. 10..--++| By amount received to this time—receipt No. 5,557, (imclusive)..cceceeeccccccceccsces eves 2,474 12 
$24,099 13 

——_—_— aaa aa = a 





1833. Dec. 10. This sum exhibited and counted to the examiner in office this day...ceessccecesecseres $9,800 00 


J. WOOLVERTON, R. P. M, 








Colonel Jawes B. GARDINER, Present. 








b. 


Particular description of moneys in the receiver's office at Vincennes, Indiana, December 10th, 1833. 
Specie aoias felon en oneal ene we homedeni sna seh lsatasic ner 2 © 06,010) 6/Si8) Shevelien2)i01 26:6) 6) Vigie\ 0 @0) 01616: ei9 ein eC 8! &./ReKOre) & sel exeiel sei $2, 5 30 00 
ey ee ee 65 kh dd we kd od ae Aa hws eee RSS EE RES SESE ORE. OS 860 00 
eee NN TO Oe FP eas kes civics sstscecsesunesessdedcsseccqecscce ELSIE 
ee ee 


t ee St I cs bk Aes Rha Soe doa ea ebb CRN SN Sea wabee eae ee 1,500 00 
ge ee as eT 
ee Re NO a Fook kN ke eda dese bnin dee scene eacdaweseandare ees 40 00 
ee CE SN POON Sk dw es ch cede en dae ene Mesebedansensewwndoanexer 10 00 
ee OE Ee I OED INI no ocd cece c esc decdvecssteescnseeveseoncesecedes 40 00 





Near Lepanon, Ohio, August 19, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, a sialic copy of my report to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office relative to the examination of the United ‘States’ land offices at Indianapolis, in 
the State of Indiana, made under the appointment of the late Secretary of the Treasury of the 15th of 
May, and in conformity with the subsequent instructions of the Commissioner, 

I have the honor further to state that I received of James P, Drake, esquire, receiver of public 
moneys at Indianapolis, three hundred dollars, ($300) under the authority of the department, for which 
I gave him duplicate receipts as directed. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES B, GARDINER, Examiner. 

Hon. Wittram J. Deane, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Warren County, Ohio, August 17, 1833. 

Sir: In compliance with your instructions of the 3d of June last, I have the honor to submit the 
following report of my examination of the United States’ land offices at Indianapolis, Indiana, which was 
commenced on the 13th, and closed on the 25th of July, ultimo. 

J entered the receiver's office on Saturday afternoon, much fatigued and somewhat unwell. 

The funds found in the public chest were as follows: 
ee Were Were eee TE, OE BD a. ook no 6k nic 0 0ks vb Ashe sae eb deececdceccecsccines SHOES 
nee rene nee PPC SNE, OE I os ikaw 50s ¥een snes esses dhe beiewessevenssssvaccoesane S018 


One bill Bank of Urbana, SEE LE ET NAN 3 00 


ee ee ee eT eT ee Tee TT ee eT TTT TT os Tf 





The receiver said that was the whole amount of money on hand, and that the sales for July, so far, 
) corresponded therewith. On going from the hotel to the office with me, before I counted the funds, the 
receiver said I would have “but a small job of it,” (the counting,) as they had sold but sia or eight 
tracts that month, on account of the hi urvesting, ke, I merely looked to what date the several books 
had been posted, and made no further examination in the receiver's office that day. 

On again entering the office of the receiver on Monday, to my surprise he presented me with mili- 
tary bounty land scrip, amounting to $1,592.50, filled up in his own handwriting, for which he said sales 
had been made in July. I asked for and obtained a list of said sales, which will be found in the accom- 
panying document, marked a. 

On my arriv al at Indi: anapolis the register was absent and the receiver informed me he had gone to 
Cincinnati to make his (the receiver's) quarterly deposits. I found this cou/d not have been the case, as 
the only deposits made, or to be made for the quarter, ending the 380th of June, had been effected on 
the 1ith of May, and 12th of June, as you will perceive by reference to the statement, marked b, taken 
from the receiver’s books. 

The balance due the United States on the 30th of June, which is called “new account,” and to be 
carried to the quarter ending the 30th September next, was $3,922.44. This money was not found in the 
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office. The receiver said the register would deposit for him $5,000 in the bank at Cincinnati, while he 
was there, and he would be able to present me with the cashier's certificate before T closed the examing- 
tion. Iasked the receiver if the register had been sent for, or written to, or otherwise notified of m 

arrival; he assured me he had not. The register’s clerk, on being questioned, said the same. y 

On the 19th of July the register arrived from Cincinnati. Mr. Dowling, a respectable gentleman of 
Terre Haute, came in the same stage in company with the register, and was informed by Mr. St. Claiy 
while at Cincinnati, that he was very anxious to get on, as he had heard of my arrival and my business 
On the morning of the 20th, the receiver presented me with a certificate of a deposit of $5,000 made to 
his credit in the United States’ Branch Bank at Cincinnati. Before I left Indianapolis, the receiver boy. 
rowed $5,000 of a gentleman of that place. James Blake, esquire, a partner of Mr. Nicholas McCarty 
is my informant; but expressed an aversion to being known as such on account of his connection, For 
what purpose this money was borrowed I know not. I have conceived it my duty to submit the forego. 
ing facts to the department without comment. 7. 

It will be seen that, during the quarter ending June 30, the sum of $33,822.22 was received in mili. 
tary bounty land scrip, and the sum of $3,922.41 in the first thirteen days of July. The whole of this 
scrip, I understood, was relinquished by Mr. Nicholas McCarty, a merchant of Indianapolis, who received 
it on speculation from Philo Hale, of Washington city. 

I asked the receiver how it was possible Mr. McCarty contrived to see so many of the purchasers of 
the public lands, and ascertain precisely the range, township, section, and part of section, for which 
relinquishments were necessary to be made? He replied that Mr, McCarty did not know, but merely signed 
his name in blank, and he, (the receiver,) filled up the relinquishments for him, after the “ applications” 
were received from the register’s office. Me said “ Mr. McCarty is making a princely fortune.” I discovered 
that the relinquishments on the scrip, then in the oftice, (received in July,) were all written by the receiver 

As relates to the books, they were found posted as follows: 


spe 


Register of receipts up to May 31st, 1833. 
Journal up to May 31st, 1833. 
Ledger up to June 30th, 1833. 

The penmanship in all the records is good, but several errors were found, produced, no doubt, by the 
constant neglect of comparison. ‘The papers are well filed, and the office kept in good order, 

The register of receipts and journal were posted up to the 30th June, at my request, during the 
examination. 

There is no “index” to either of the books as required by the department. 

In addition to what is before said relative to the participation of the receiver in aiding and facilitating 
the traffic in scrip, I addressed him the accompanying note, marked c, and received his reply in the note 
marked d, which are respectfully submitted to the consideration of the department. 

In further pursuance of your instructions, I embraced in the same note, (¢,) an inquiry as to what 
lands the receiver had purchased in his own name, or in trust for others; and what advances he had made 
to purchasers, &c. His note, (d,) also embraces that subject. 

I also inquired of the receiver, verbally, relative to his advances of money to Israel T. Canby, not 
knowing the subject had been investigated by the Secretary of the Treasury. He replied in writing 
enclosing a copy of his letter to the Secretary. (See document marked e.) It will be seen he dves not 
state the amount of premium paid him by Dr. Canby. 

Much is said in Indianapolis, and indeed throughout the State of Indiana, as far as I have been 
relative to the speculations of General Drake in the funds of his office. Some persons came to borrow 
money at the office while I was engaged in the examination, The receiver or his clerk would take them 
out to the platform in front of the office, and hold private conversation, which I did not hear. Neither do 
I know whether the funds those persons wanted to borrow were public or private. The fact, however, is 
notorious in Indianapolis, that it is a common practice with merchants and other business men of the place 
to go about, just before the end of a quarter year, and industriously gather up all the money they can 
obtain, and frequently borrow from others, saying that they only wanted it for a few days, “until the 
receiver returned from Cincinnati.’ I would not, I trust, be so unmindful of what is due to the depart- 
ment and to my own character as to encumber my report with a detail of this kind, based upon the light 
and officious gossip of a village, or if I had the most distant doubt of the truth of the facts here stated. 
But my information has been carefully and cautiously derived from gentlemen of the highest respectability 
in public and private life, friends and opponents of the administration, who all stated their personal 
knowledge of the fact that the receiver is in the constant habit of lending sums of money, of various 
amounts, to numerous persons, returnable femporarily every quarter, and receivable again in a short time 
after the commencement of a new quarter. This state of things is talked of publicly everywhere, and never 
to my knowledge, contradicted, I do not know what percentage is exacted ; but it is not an uncommon 
occurrence, at and in the neighborhood of Indianapolis, to borrow money on good security at rates ranging 
from forty to sixty per cent ; and I have heard of instances of even a higher premium being given in cases 
of urgent necessity. The receiver acknowledged to me that he was a joint partner with Benjamin J. 
Blythe, of Indianapolis, in an extensive loan office at that place, in which he had invested $10,000 of his 
oun money. During my stay, large bags of silver were frequently seen passing between McCarty’s 
store and the receiver’s office, as I am informed by Mr. Cain, the postmaster, and other respectable gen- 
tlemen; but for what purpose I know not. Kd 

The receiver is extensively concerned in various kinds of business; is the partner in the principal 
hotel, and interested in the contract for building the State house, besides other engagements to a large 
amount. His partner, Mr. Blythe, is in the practice of entering lands for other persons, and taking a 
lien upon the tract at fifty per cent interest. General Drake has, undeniably, an interest in the profits 
thus accruing to the firm. But I have no positive evidence that the public funds are used for this purpose. 

The receiver appears to be an accommodating, gentlemanly man; and his character stands fair, with 
the exception that it is almost universally said and believed that he transacts a large business on the use 
of the public moneys. 

In the receiver's office there is a good book-case, worth about twenty-five dollars, and a very badly 
constructed desk, unfit for use, worth, perhaps, six or eight dollars. I respectfully recommend a new 
desk as necessary, with a frame on top, and partitions for the large books which are now kept upon the 
tables, and exposed to dust and other injury. 
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- Register’s office. 

The books in this office were found posted as follows: 

Register of certificates up to June 12th, 1833. 
Journal up to March 31st, 1833. 
Ledger up to May 31st, 1833. 

The whole were brought up to the 30th of June, at my request, during the examination. 

The register was absent until the 19th of July, when he arrived from Cincinnati. 

Comparisons were commenced between the tract books and township plats, in a promiscuous man- 
ner. But the errors, omissions, erasures and discrepancies, were so numerous, and the books so 
wretchedly blotted and disfigured, that a thorough comparison and correction, extending back to the 
first opening of the oftice, seemed to be essential to the security of purchasers, and absolutely necessary 
to prevent future double sales, and ensure a correct prosecution of the business of the office. This was 
according Ly undertaken, and occupied several days of tedious and laborious examination of 17,323 entries, 
The schedule, marked f, will show the errors, omissions, &c., and will enable you to judge of the pro- 
priety of the course adopted. 

The tract books are very badly kept; not numerically arranged; nor is there any ‘ index” to guide 
one in search of entries madesx They abound with blots, erasures, and double entries, scratched over, 
and could not be used by a stranger to the office without much previous trouble and labor. The small 
tract book is much worn, the leaves loose and the cover broken. The large one is not much better. By 
re-binding, the leaves could not be placed so as to arrange the townships numerically; for, in several 
instances, even a part of a section is carried over a hundred leaves or more, with a note on the margin in 
these words, ‘‘ See back of book.” Parts of sections, with the entries in them, are scattered over several 
leaves in the ‘‘ back of the book,” where it is almost impossible for any one uninitiated in the mysteries 
of such confusion to find them out. 

I can suggest no method by which these tract books can be rectified and made fit for use. The eight 
feint-ruled lines are all filled up throughout the books with descriptions of eighths of sections, beginning 
at the northeast in the manner of offering the lands at public sale—(the same as stated in relation to the 
tract books at Fort Wayne.) 

I therefore conceive it my duty to recommend that new tract books be procured, and the whole of 
the existing entries transcribed. This is the only possible way by which a numerical arrangement can 
be effected. And indeed it is the only course to save the present and future entries from inexplicable 
confusion, and prevent the frequent occurrence of double, triple, and even quadruple sales. 

In examining the other books I found evidences of great carelessness, and a total want of compari- 
son with each other. The comparison of blotters with the receiver, and the register of certificates with 
the register of reccipts, is all that has ever been attempted. The journal is a literal transcript of the 
register of certificates! The abbreviations are precisely the same. 

Entries are not made on the day of sale, as directed by the department; nor does the receiver hand 
over the applications and receipts “from day to day,” as required. They are retained for the purpose of 
completing relinquishments of scrip: and this, I have reason to believe, has often been done after the 
purchase money has been paid, and the purchaser has departed from town, It could not have been other- 
wise at times, as the register’s clerk has told me of instances of forty entries having been made in a 
day, for which he exchanged scrip; and the receiver acknowledged to me, as before stated, that the 
rclinguishments were all written by himself for Mr. McCarty. 

The township plats were canvased several years ago, and are yet in tolerable order as to 
preservation. 

The office papers are generally well filed, but not secure from dirt and dust, nor are they kept under 
lock and key. There is no public desk in the office, nor any other public furniture, except a pretty good 
book-case, worth about twenty-five dollars. A Jarge desk, with apartments for patents, and a frame on 
top with partitions for the large books, is much wanted. 

The office is kept in the second story of a large mercantile store, and purchasers have to pass through 
the counting-room to go up stairs to the register’s office. Besides, there is now a man stationed in the 
said counting-room, by Mr. McCarty, as he himself informed me, to ‘‘ catch purchasers as they came in,” 
for the purpose of exchanging scrip, as the register’s clerk has ceased to act as his agent since my 
arrival. The keeper of the store, (a Mr. Harrison,) also acts as scrip agent for Mr. McCarty. This, to 
say the least of it, is exposing innocent and ignorant men to delay, annoyance, and imposition, and is a 
reflection upon the dignity which ought to characterize a public office of so much importance. It ought 
to be removed to a more convenient and less objectionable situation. 

Thomas IT. Sharp, the register’s clerk, informs me he has done all the business of the office since 
June, 1831. The records are all in his handwriting since that time. He has been made notary public, 
he says, for the sole purpose of swearing purchasers of quarter-quarter sections, from each of whom he 
exacts twenty-five cents as a fee. 

On the subject of participating in exchanges of scrip, or suffering it to be done in his office, T ad- 
dressed the register the note marked g, and he replied in the note A, enclosing the note marked 7 from 
his clerk, Mr. Sharp, to himself: all which are respectfully transmitted for your examination. These 
papers speak for themselves. They require no explanation from me, and it is not my province to 
comment. 

It is generally said at Indianapolis, that the register is absent from that place about two-thirds of 
his time. It is certain, however, he gives but little personal attention to the duties of his office. He 
appears to be an amiable, gentlemanly man, and I believe his character stands fair. He does not seem 
to possess such energy and business habits as his official duties require. Ie depends solely upon his 
clerk on all occasions ; and the clerk, it will be seen, has made large sums of money by lending himself 
to a gang of hungry speculators upon the necessities of the poor and age-worn soldier, and converting an 
office of the general government into a machine to cozen and defraud those for whose sole benefit its 
bounty was bestowed. 

Very respectfully submitted, JAMES B. GARDINER, Ecaminer. 


To the Hon. Exizan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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b. 
Tue Unrrep States. Dr. 
eres ™ nit cons 
Date. In what way accounted for. | 
6 aaron 


—_— 


1833. May 17-++++- To cash deposited in the office of the Bank of the United States at Cincinnati, to the credit of | 





the Treasurer of the United States ...cccccccccerseccccccceccccee seccesecceccccccccce| $12,000 00 
May 18.-++++; To cash refunded to Homer Brooks, on account of an erroneous entry «+++++eeeeee eeeeeeeees 100 00 
May 24..+++-, To cash refunded to Samuel Clevenger on account of erroneous entrics......++.eeee: | 168 05 
June 12...++-; To cash deposited in the office of the Bank of the United States at Cincinnati, to the credit of | 
thO TFOASUTES OL the JU NILOG IS tMEN ss 0.6.00: 0:0.0:.6.00 wes eet enemas o555.00 808 ccveiccneceetesinces 7,000 00 
June 19.eseee| To cash refunded to Reece Carter, on account of an erroneous entryeceescocsecceecceee sees 200 00 
June 26..+-++! To cash refunded to Alex. Burtch, on account of an erroncous entry+.eeseeees cece ccesceeees 100 00 
June 29....+-| Military bounty land scrip forwarded to the General Land Office .....sccecssccscecsceserees 33,822 22 
June saci Incidental Expenses. ..eee cece cccccccescse cece cece cece cree cccceces cose cesses sees eseces 341 30 
June 29.-+-+) Commissioner's ACCOUNL ++. cececcscccce cece cesere eseree eves cece cesses ceecesesceeeeces 1,086 11 
June We cccusd GariIESIHOR STOW ACCOUMNE. s:0:0:4:0.0:0-0:5:4/ars 4: 01n:4/0.0'010 00-6 010) 44.6.50:0 blade ees 0b dibe de dalbandevcdiees 3,922 41 
| $58,740 09 
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$4,946 1a 
June 29 .-ee+| Sales of public lands ....ccccvccevcceccccccvccevese sess cece cseeccccsccecscccccsccssccce| 53,793 95 


ee 


| $58,740 09 


1833. Murch 30... By old account... 0.00 cssees ccccse cece scce cscs cscs ccccscce cet sese cece cscess cccccccccece 











C. 


Brown’s Horer, Indianapolis, Indiana, July 22, 1833. 


Sir: In the further prosecution of my duties here, I am instructed to ascertain whether you, or any 
clerk in your employ, have been ‘“ eng: ied as agent for the holder or holders, owner or owners, of mili- 
tary bounty land scrip for the sale, exchange, or transfer of the same at your ‘office, or in facilitating the 
reception thereof, for public lands, when othe srwise the purchase money would have been paid in cash. , 

I am further required to obtain your written statement, embracing all facts within your knowledge 
relative to this subject, as far as the transactions may have taken place within your district. 

You will therefore please to state in your reply to this note— 

Ist. Whether you have had any agency or participation whatever in facilitating the exchange of 
scrip for money, in the purchase of lands within your district, either gratuitously or for a compensation ? 

2dly. W hether any clerk in your employ has been, at any time, engaged as agent for the owners or 
holders of scrip, either gr: atuitously or for a compensation ? and if for a compensation, to what amount ? 
or whether such clerk, while in your employ, has had any concern or participation, either in or out of your 
office, in aiding or advi ising, or in any manner interfering in exchanges of scrip; and if so, in what man- 
ner, and for how long a time ? 

’ 3dly. Whether any exchanges of scrip, by other persons, have been made within your office; and 
whether any overtures, bargains, or agreements of any kind have been had there for that purpose 
between the holder or holders of scrip, or their agent, and persons, or their agents, designing to purchase 
public lands? 

I am also instructed to ascertain whether you have, in any instance, advanced money to purchasers; 
at what premium or interest; to whom; to what amount; and under what circumstances ; and whether 
you have made purchases of i nds in tr ust Sor others, within your district, or been in anywise concerned 
the rein, directly or indirectly, eratuitously or for a compe nsation; and if so, by whom, and for whom such 
purchases have been made; for what tracts; for what amount of money; and under what circumstances ? 

To the inquiries of this paragraph, you will also please reply in writing. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
JAMES B. GARDINER, Examiner. 

To J. P. Drake, Esq., Receiver of Public Moneys at Indianapolis, Ind. 





d. 


Lanp Orrice, Indianapolis, July 22, 1883. 

Sir: In reply to your letter of interrogatories of this date, I have to state that, in the winter of 
1830, and some time in the year 1831, (not knowi ing at that time that it was incompatible with the regu- 
lations of the department,) Mr, Nicholas McCarty, of this place, purchased or procured a quantity of 
military bounty land scrip, (the,precise amount of which I do not know,) and requested me to present it 
for him to purchasers of public lands for the purpose of exchanging it for cash, saying, at the same 
time, that he would satisfy me for any trouble I might be at in effecting the exchange, for which, I think, 
he paid me one-half per cent for the amount so exchanged, which was small. At that period I ceased.all 
agency in the exchange of scrip for cash with purchasers of public lands. 
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Subsequently, in the months of April and May, 1832, the Hon. Joseph Duncan, of Illinois, forwarded 
to me, (without my consent,) three or four thousand dollars of military land scrip, requesting that [ 
would get the cash for it. Iwas absent when the serip arrived, and Mr. H. Parke, who kept the office 
for me, exchanged it for him. I think Gen, Duncan paid Mr, Parke one or two per cent for effecting the 
exchange. In the month of January last, Willis Morgan, esquire, of Kentucky, (without my knowledee 
or consent, ) forwarded to me, from Washington city, one thousand dollars of scrip issued to him, together 
with a power of attorney authorizing me to dispose of the same. I sold the scrip to Mr. McCarty for the 
best price I could get, and assigned it, as attorney in fact for Morgan, to him; and did not charge any- 
thing for my trouble. The above exhibits the extent of my participation in military bounty land scrip, 
and of clerks in my employ, as far as I can now recollect. 

Since receiving a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury of the 14th of May last, stating that the 
department would not approve of receivers having any agency in purchasing or exchanging scrip, neither 
myself nor any clerk in my employ has, in any instance, participated in any manner in the purchase or 
exchange of scrip. There have been no exchanges made by other persons within my office, nor overtures 
or agreements of any kind had there for that purpose, between the owners or holders of scrip or their 
agents, and persons and their agents designing to purchase public lands. 

That you may have a correct idea relative to the scrip transactions within this district, T will inform 
you that Mr. N. McCarty, merchant of this place, procures from a number of scrip dealers in Washington 
city large amounts of scrip, and that Mr. Sharpe, clerk in the register’s office, has exchanged it for him 
with land purchasers: hence the great quantity of scrip received at this office. 

The loans which | have made to purchasers of public lands are numerous, and principally in small 
sums, from twenty-five cents to ten dollars, for which I took no memorandum except duc-bills or notes, 
which have chiefly been redeemed. These loans have been made mostly to persons who come to enter 
land, and had some counterfeit money. For such loans I have never charged either interest or premium, 
I have also loaned to Alexander Fowler ninety-seven dollars, to John B. Harman one hundred dollars, to 
John Trester one hundred dollars, to Blake one hundred dollars, and to Jonas Priest one hundred 
dollars, for which they paid me interest at the rate of twenty per centum per annum. The lands pur- 
chased by some of the above-named persons were intended for speculation. 

The following is a list of lands purchased by me in the district of lands subject to sale at this 
place, to wit: In 1830, October 20th, certificate No. 11,541, the east half of the northeast quarter of 
section No. 35, in township No. 18, north of range No. 7, east, containing 80 acres. Same year, Octo- 
ber 28th, entry No. 11,579, the east half of northwest quarter of section 27, township 18, range 7, con- 
taining 80 acres. 

Same year, October 29th, entry No. 11,594, the east half of northwest quarter of section 32, in township 
17, range 3, containing 80 acres. 1832, February 9th, entry No. 13,963, the west half of the northeast 
quarter of section 27, in township 18, range 7, containing 80 acres. 

I have purchased no lands within this district in trust for others ; nor have I been in anywise con- 
cerned therein, directly or indirectly, either gratuitously or for a compensation. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 





J. P. DRAKE, Receiver. 
Col. James B. Garpiner, L-raminer. 





Lanp Orrvice, Indianapolis, July 24, 1833. 

Sir: In reply to your inquiry relative to loans made by me to Doctor Canby, late receiver of public 
moneys at Crawfordsville, I refer you to the accompanying copy of a letter from me to the Secretary of 
the Treasury in reply to a similar inquiry. In addition to which I will state, that I received a letter from 
the United States’ district attorney (Mr. Judah) while at Crawfordsville, and immediately after having 
investigated the charges preferred against Dr. Canby, in which he stated that the charges were unfound- 
ed, and not sustained by the testimony. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, J. P. DRAKE, Receiver. 


Col. James B. Garpiner, Evraminer. 





Lanny Orricr, Indianapolis, May 24, 1833. 

Sir: Your letter of the 10th instant, requesting me to state the particulars relative to accommodations 
made by me to Doctor Canby, late receiver of the public moneys at Crawfordsville, has been received. 

I take pleasure in frankly stating to you the substance of all the transactions in the way of loans 
from me to Doctor Canby. 

About one year previous to his removal from office, I loaned him, I think, about two thousand dollars. 
In the month of November last, I loaned him one thousand two hundred dollars ; and in the month of 
December last, I loaned him one thousand one hundred and fifty dollars. The last-named sum was paid 
off the latter part of December last, and the other sums previous to that time. These loans were not 
made to enable him to conceal his defalcations from the department. He assured me that he was abun- 
dantly able to meet the demands of the department. 

During last summer Doctor Canby forwarded to me three thousand dollars for Gen. Johnson, of Bell- 
ville ; and, previous to that time, he sent one thousand dollars for Mr. Sheets, of Madison. 

Perhaps it may have been thought that these last-named sums were paid me for loans previously 
made to Doctor Canby, and were the grounds of the intimations referred to in your letter of the 10th 
instant, which was not the case. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, J. P. DRAKE, Receiver. 
Hon. Lovis McLane, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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discovered upon a comparison of the township plats and tract books in the register’s 
office at Indianapolis, Indiana, July, 1833. 


Part of section. 





Errors, omissions, &c. 
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S. E. of N. E.... 


S. W. of N. W. wocecees 
N. W. of S. W. eseeeee 
N. W. of S. W. ceceeee 


Seeeseeeetes 


Semis sein male vesesdlereielcleieisialsvelecsieievs a ineeneNes 
East half S. W. eccseoee Brsisisieernis etainealaree ie 
W. half S. W..-ceee eee Sisieeisoeelenis eivine cee coveee| 


Usa SHOES Wires 0's. ¢.0ie bleseseewseshewos 


W. half N. E....--- 


E. half S. BE. weceesse eee 


EIR Ife oul oa: oo 0:0 sisia: cieisie-esiieros cicree 


W. half N. W..... . 


W.. half N. W. .cccccccsecs 


E. half S. E.....- 


Wi Bis ia vanince reer rors 
NE Bi ses wimsicnsecwes ‘spaecawiauaonsae’ 
We. WE, Bs eed Bs AE Bs Woon cccecesecceeess 
GET Bis cc sixes vein snasescscasssnccscewsces| 
i idan tinct aieees sa 
W. half B; B.. ...6.05 Site nae saa Ruin wae | 
DORI R Ris sastienirinsicixinsvinaaasd 
ING To Gknd knw es ain eae acpencescs 
N. W. half of S. W. quarter......ssecseccceccees | 
Nis EVER U TAR OWNS. a 0.514 wsciataere'eave.o wilel ave ela aiaie sccliotiecore | 
DOOR Oe) Wes. 2516 secu eceeaneowe wie sapiaes eines 
3 a errr rere ea beucied ite tieuekbac 
WC De ask iin casiceens piece wicns 
Dy Wis isnxvcevccasss er aeeiKoakiwand, elses 
W.. half NeW sieccs Keds seo tasews niche seis eens | 
E. half S. W..... avkie eters aiekersrsreleialciars ea ae 2 | 
I i vs iain kidd oxcdokeananandicn con 
Se akin nndion as cctndanesiissesabe! 
N. W. of N. W. quarter. ...e.seeeee ecocecces eee! 
i We Wa, Wiis adn kksetinconcen susncheael 
ae peaaeanse anemia Gees canines | 
errr ea ee er OR eRe ise wales | 
BG RIE Ws, Wah vos wralacs ee dievcinesowec eigecmueragens 





EB. half S. We sccccsec 
NIN) oro bo sole eciasescsarele bavelelaveieeettac 
We Ee Bec is cca ps wis ecle-sie 


MGs AE a. UE sais ei aiece-aaiserewiavere eee te 

Wali eic) Wis aisrebiers cael oercevancs Min taieve ters Se 
WVU aLEUIN c “Wy, ciniess:catsis.sinieievanions ooo wedice sabiwealoust 
Wo rorsncsawantisaess Pere 
Ws BEB. Bi cease. ceed sasnacs sa ohaansiciaa awed 
Ty UHBIE Gs cess ee aneceeica seca Leieeeee | 
W. half S. W..... widcaisia elalvinaxarceieslsleciesuisieisee H 
W.. alP BoOW vine ses peas ee eas ceil 
Wi OPE. Wii vasasis iconic dae uae ee 


N. W. quarter and 


E. half 8. 
W. half N. W.. 


E. half S. W..... 





W. half N. E...eeeee 


eee 


W. half N. W. coccceccccevcceees 


i. 


N. E. of N. EB. ceeecscocvccces 


N. E. of N. E. eereeereeree arse eres eereeeseeoseen! 


i eee Piste vie terdisibib-albisieieieinineesliiaees 
| 

Wea half Six Wevsin ccccnceciccccccsac : canes 

E. half N. Eu ccccccsccce Misietieresrereie Sasaiek scene ns 

S. Ez. of S. We cccccecccces ai teielarclcipiesisie<iu bn oars 

S. E. of 8S. Weeeee areceis era ateriece 

MGs HATE Ns Mice 60101010 050 5:00 0/0 ais eaeiereaie eine ° 


S. W. Of Ni Waceescccvccccccce vvcseccccccsceces 


| 


. Sold May, 183 


Sold in Jan. 1831; not marked on town plat. 
pisisisieisicicioe:sicie designate | Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
| Sold Dec., 1832; not marked on plat. 


July, 1832, do 
June, 1833, do 
1828, do 
1828, do 
1828, do 
Nov., 1831, do 
Oct., 1831, do 
Dec., 1831, do 
1833, do 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do 


Sold Dec., 1831; not marked on plat. 


-| Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 


Sold Sept., 1831; not marked on plat. 


Dec., 1831; do 
Nov., 1831; do 
Feb., 1831; do 
Oct., 1831; do 
Dec., 1831; do 


Dec. and June, °32, do 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
Sold June, 1832; not marked on plat. 

Nov., 1832; do 


| Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 


Sold July, 1832; not marked on plat. 


..| Marked sold; not entered on tract book. 


Sold May, 1831; not marked on plat. 
Aug., 1831; do 


a | Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
... Sold Sept., 1831; not marked on plat. 


Nov., 1831; do 
Marked sold; not entered on tract book. 
Sold Nov., 1831; not marked on plat. 
Nov., 1821; not marked on tract book. 


Nov., 1821, do 
March, 1851, do 
Jan., 1832, do 
June, 1832, do 
Feb., 1831, do 
July, 1831, do 
June, 1832, do 
June, 1832, do 
June, 1832, do 
Nov., 1830, do 
Nov., 1829, do 


Marked sold; not entered on tract book. 
do do 
Sold Oct., 1831; not marked on plat. 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 


Marked on tract book, ** not to be sold; located, 
but not patented.’? Register does not know for 

what purpose said 320 acres were reserved; eX- 

planation from the Commissioner necessary. 

; not marked on plat. 


Feb., 1831, do 


' Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 


do do 


= .| Sold Oct., 1827; not marked on plat. 


Oct., 1830, do 
Nov., 1832, do 
April, 1831, do 
July, 1833, do 
Feb., 1832, do 
Aug., 1831, do 


Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do 
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| Section. 


PUBLIC LANDS 


-—Errors, omissions, de.—Continued. 
’ ’ 


Part of section. 


E. half Ni W.eccccccccccccccccccccceccsccceces 
S. E. of S. Hocccccccccccccccccccccecccsscccess 
Ez half Si. Waeeeeecescccnccceccceccccccsccceees 


W. Mall Bo W ssccccccces ee eT 
WY OIE SW sin oscascun cs cevcnsaeiccess renee eee 
N. W. of N. E.wccccccves peinnoe ein SGoaaw ee ee aun 


SY IRIE NS WN a) bss 00 000d neon oaes sees onesies 
BURIED 2. Ssas oone 5054 bos 5 oemennSensee bee 


PRM MNE ES NT 5k on 08 na adeeycoes essa bees eeiaene 


E. half S. EB. .ccccccccccevcceccccvvescccccscccs 


E. half Ni Lecce ccc cccccccccccveccccccscccees 
E. half N. W. MANE cssnctime asin 
E. half N. Evecsssceccseess cece cece vcceececes 
W. half S. Wa.ececececccccccecccecces soscccsers 
W. half S. E.ccccseecsseccvecce occcccsescoccce 
S. W. of S. Ex. cceeee veces a ibeisiv's spe isis bislstelaieisis 
W. half S. E.ccceecccccccecccvcccccccees seve 
W. half N. E.cccesccccccccccccccsccccesccccens 
| NN. W. Of S. Waesccccccccceccccccccccsccece vos 
W. half N. Buses ceccccee cece ncce cece cceesecces 
W. half N. W. ..eees seine $10 0000 000008 osccceee 


Wo DBE Nc Whois 0 0 6 0c.00:00.0'0.0:0.00.05100 000010000 5.010% 
W. half Ni W. cccccccccccccccccces sce cocs cece 
N. W. of N. Waeeoeccccce Seeeuweruee aeaeee eee 
WY SABIE DW 6. occ eo0 0 nies o00\0icesne sees 00's 


| E. half S. Bivcceccccccceccscccccccccsscscccces 


Wc MRIE Bs Blcisc ou 000 cninses cacies Gases aeeeees 
Wy cBNT 0557 Enos a cds sess esa n ees enneeeseuse >> 
ROA foc Mla Sood onne hess ccno ace dines eases vases 


boys, oo les Pe a aS sy aoe Sen oaeesene 
PMMREB, Bisersccesss igen pianiae 


| Be half N. B....00s Diss Civpee eas sSetuloudasieg 
EB. half No OW occcccccccces bbe sanieenscsne ander 
Ws BiatE No WW a 55s sis 000.000 b0nen dno ss cuseienee 
He Mae Ne Ml acpecens enue cvenebeussse ease awe 
PM WE cacis asbdceaticadeses nenre sees 
E. half 8. E. ...002 ccccce EoGen sesisuaue eee '-ou es 
Be tiall BW os vice oes ve02000> e000 sake knaseoe 
oe RS peueeeeesiuraneseene ss 
RAE BS Wiscascessstecdies tecnenebioesl 
Bi iEiiss<suos paee een ee ees See uetsweucs ses Seabee 
NeW. seseuens Guebeawence petenes :&ERGuEsebees 
We BPS. Wiscenses Per aye ee ee paw 
We half GB. Biscss sxcsees vince uted ede adeeb nein s 
ial a  bcad obese beusecs “ose ene SSosuseeess 
Ei. hall Bi W issecciv ccc beSebbevnbees useanewe es 
ict Si GsnsGbbs bast ewe sasesoenseebseesecaseeeee 
cA 5) Mines bees euedaseebesGseweboacaee as 
We Mimkt $55 WW oeceucss ce svitesdbiees pees pees ocaue 
Wc hell BS. Wiscsa oss DEES Deeb wesheeseheaesesh oe 
Hes GOA 5 WW aten wssecseeees Dis Sscseeuereacaes 
W SMM Ss W as eees ockeeseesb eae pabbeweosseaees 
SF REE Ss Wh webb ebes beaseauee pearoew Pry aseun 
W. half N. E. quarter....csscccsscvccccceccsees 
Wy SIME Bs WY bone babe upobesssueoe eee eT er 
Es half S. W scs02ss Shea see eeb ee iieeoueeeabakews 
Mic Mts Ns WT a454.065'0 5095 000s 05 Sounh ane pase ees 
No Wer es Wisssswces Sy DS Pie ee 
S. W. of N. Waeeeeee. paes een w one aesbesee ees 
Wc MIT TS. Bbswseseasecne aoeo¥bcueee abso be sse> 
WY cite AUD G wae oee bens cene essen ees ebaewees 
NM GIG a Wisseteesceanseseuesmansaeseeweniees 
E. half N. E...... SS 
Hie BIE Ns Wiese ess 06008 pee wees sos 002096 000000 
Sue MONE Sou! Wl Sedo uae bub enisdeneeeeeessesaeuneeee 
Wy) GAME Ios Bip spe neha sees eee seoeenssiusse coun s 





ee heer eee en Seumihene 
oa 58 ay cad obaanateev seek | 


Rie MME IS issn asa 0siviesecs'e nso 9w see eee econ 
s. Ws of Ss. E. COPE CeCe eeereEeeeeserereoeeee® 


Errors, omissions, &e. 























Sold July, 1831; not marked on plat. 


June, 1822, do 
Aug., 1831, do 
June, 1833, do 
July, 1831, do 
July, 1831, do 
Nov., 1830, do 
Dec., 1830, do 
Nov., 1831, do 
Sept., 1831, do 


Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
Sold June, 1833; not marked on plat. 


Aug., 1831, do 
Dece., 1830, do 
| Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do 
Sold June, 1832; not marked on plat. 
Sept., 1831, do 
Jan., 1832, do 
March, 1833, do 
Oct., 1831, do 
April, 1831, do 
Jan., 1832, do 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do 
Sold May, 1833; not marked on plat. 
Nov., 1832, do 


Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do 
Sold Sept., 1851; not marked on town plat. 


May, 1833, do 
Aug., 1830, do 
July, 1830, do 
Oct., 1830, do 
July, 1833, do 


Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
Sold July, 1831; not marked on plat. 


March, 1833, do 
Oct., 1831, do 
Nov., 1820, do 
Feb., 1831, do 
Nov., 1831, do 
Feb., 1831, do 


Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 


Sold June, 1831; not marked on plat. 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
Sold May, 1833; not marked on plat. 


June, 1852, do 
Dec., 1830, do 
Oct., 1832, do 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do do 
Sold May, 1831; not marked on plat. 
May, 1831, do 
March, 1833, do 
Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
do do 
Sold June, 1831, do 
Oct., 1820, do 
Feb., 1831, do 
Feb., 1832, do 
Sept., 1830, do 
June, 1832, do 


Marked sold on town plat do 

Sold Nov., 1831; not marked on plat. 

Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
Sold Sept., 1831; not marked on plat. 

Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
Sold Aug., 1830; not marked on plat. 


July, 1831, do 
April, 1833, do 
March, 1833, do 
Oct., 1832, do 








































































ON THE CONDITION OF LAND OFFICES, ETO. 209 





























RTE) Is 1 wdsew cain'ecees wits c.0nciesewecee coves July, 1831, do 
W. half N. W. occoceeee a ap aibial gralelursinieteereieleaieieters Nov., 1830, do 


{ fS.— Errors, omissions, &€c.—Continued, 
2 | | 5 ? Part of section. | Errors, omissions, &c. 
| a a } 2 is Se esi crin PIA 6a ae am es were oe, 
- 17 | 20 | ee OS Biickwaricarinacs piel ie sae welewies cone Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
; 17 21 | E. half N. E.eeeees atareralecns RAC ADT COR UOCC COTO Sold May, 1829; not marked on plat. 
y 17 21 E. half Ni Weeesssceccccccee sosvcssccscccvees| Oct., 1830, do 
i ” 17 | 21 E. half S. W.ecccccccccesecs sicdaleleis sitaisieiie esse Nov., 1830, do 
| 7 18 | 10 |W. half N. Eesscccccceseccccccccecees arevaratereierare Aug., 1830, do 
i " 18 | 10 PER HaneiGs Wiscss cote ices cctere cde tcicvsiesemesssc Oct., 1828, do 
| 7 18 | 10 W.. bhatt Si. W ecc% vce ereeisie eine GaleW elticwnieieawenes= | March, 1829, do 
: 18 23 OP iep lial fie at Discovers cise cis cloiersrsicieie cieiereicieisieosae esc Nov., 1828, do 
7 18 | a3 E. half N. W....... o 6000 sete Ce ccccces eccccee | June, 1831, do 
Mf 18 23 W. half Ni Wa. cevesesccceccsecetsecssecececces| Oct., 1830, do 
7 | 18 | 33 | N. Bc OF BBs ec dececwsece SuinhGlesiereeeeeie sees Sept., 1832, do 
| HW | 17 TRA IRG Eiceaeeeea te Bialeraiectc-cievalciajeceis a sieiereiels -, Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. a 
8 | 11 18 |S. W. of Ni EB. cece cceeee cece eeeeeee cece cevcee | Sold July, 1832; not marked on plat. 
8 11 | 21 |. Mel. Bascvcess sieleeisis Balslelojelen ee sieisielsieicise Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 11 | 21 Wes IMATE INGo) Inieie crere'e ernie, aia seceteceeceteecceeses SOld May, 1833; not marked on plat. 
8 | 11 be BerHMUEE gos) ela o¢0\0 om eieieeie ores lees ere cuss Hagler se eciere Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 | 11 33 PB eoIaEEIN © El acoseiws seca eee Rr ee ree ee Sold Oct., 1826; not marked on plat. 
8 | 12 6 | BS halt. Besse ccisioae paiiislotene:eisiatsie\eie:y sivetee ts Noy., 1830, do 
8 | 12 13 | We Male Se: Us scinccuerctiese sae eersnes Se ein aleo . Aug., 1832, do 
8 | 12 | 19 | Evhalf Si Weeseeeeeeee (échmuminasseucnuseees | Aug., 1831, do 
gs | 12 36 Ey half N. Ey seeeeeseeeeees wee nseeee cece eceene Sept., 1830, do 
si # 2 | Wide. BR, cceess sanauekndes sali cess Jan., 1833, do 
g | 13 oe | Rie, Bonu. cia pniaiadgasiomdatasne Aug., 1830, do . 
8 13 27 i. half N. E..eeee Biviaisinrelevelsioie weiereieieieleieie ays sine es Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 | 14 2 ) W. half Ne Eucceccsecccecccceccecceevecssseses Sold Feb., 1826; not marked on plat. 
8 | 14 | 27 | We half S. Waesseccscccscvceccccecscscvsesseces| Dec., 1830, do 
8 | 14 | 27 W. half S. EE... aialoreieioreceiarercis sielea\eiesietes wereies | Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 | 15 | 5 | Wa half Ss Eeseeessecceeeseeeeeeeseceseeeeses) Sold Sept., 1831; not marked on plat. 
8 | 15 | 7 W. half S. Bucceccccvccccccevcccvccccccecccces | Sept., 1831, do 
8 | 15 | 15 Be Half Ss Be ccscccccccccsccsccesoecccee o cevees June, 1830, do 
8 15 eC NR Bicisssiivesd certains Laas Nov., 1822, do 
‘ 8 16 | 7 SF UU 2 Fara Se OSes tt wos love note rolovala taseleiesere’e ceccesseeceeee, Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 16 | 21 | W. half S. W. quarter ..cesccecceeccee sveeveees, Sold Feb., 1832; not marked on plat. 
8 MW | | RAMER. Woveccascccs piacere ead cusndiiadatess Nov., 1831, do 
So ee ee Aer reer Cr ae | do 
i 8 17 | 6 | W. half S. Bi. ccccccce cee Dinecrcine sees Soneiateis ' Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 18 2 NE. Scirewiunds Soin aeeulanies Sold Nov., 1831; not marked on plat. 
s | 18 a. 2 erento etek seaed March, 1831, do 
8 | 18 | 19 | Ev half Ne Evssesesecesee cecceeeeeeees eaeere | Dec., 1830, do 
oe eee ees 2 errr Ree eer Tre March, 1831, do 
8 18 | 22 | PORT: Ditiricsccnswacewxexnten + eeeeeeeeee! Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
8 os | 2 Peer W. couicsnwiiasiewce ppeeeiens | do do 
8 18 28 EB. Wiacscice vciccss 0 ccc ee ccc ee cece cecees eecces “Sold Sept., 1829; not marked on plat. 
8 18 30 lW. half S. Be.<.see oeaas Ries Saisie Slate ta ise ce one Oct., 1830, do 
8 19 | 12 UV DTLEY ra Vico, aistaereacsiecoiteleserec/ece\sesieeinewere eons June, 1829, do 
8 19 | 22 ES: Waisds cecdia wos b ruses re Nov., 1831, do 
‘| wv | & E. half N. E...0.0 Bra ae isentaates pase Nov., 1832, do 
s | 20 | at | E. half N. B.....00. jeaeeaiel Riualaiies rere Feb., 1832, do 
ei | # WOE Ws Besse conesswee Seren Peter rene Dee., 1821, do ; 
9 | WM | ow W. half N. E...-- ree Pere e er eae Sexes Dec., 1821, do 
$i w@ it GRE Be Bivccscesesvsavnins eee Oct., 1826, do 
*i wt « Wi cicattsitcaccoienccensl Dee., 1832, do 
ei Bw |; 1 W. half N. E...e. Casitas ce osenssenare cece vad Dee., 1830, do 
| 
| 
| 


14 
14 


nO nT Or 
a 
= 


14 15 | W. half N. E.ocece eee aorensten oateee Secceane ati Sept., 1831, do 
15 MATICAL sie \\/ GOOUOS UAE IS ORBOT OC RoC COU cn ott. | Sept., 1831, do 

15 5 | EB. half S. W.ececsseeee obo dececeteccisccoeeses . April, 1831, do 
21 E 


9 
9 

9 | 
9 | 14 
9 

9 

9 


| We Be Bis saris nse cenncns sickle Oct., 1831, do 
OR GERD. oseccacsaind cases eo nea July, 1831, do 
PUA PR Se ANin cizwiceisio aisiesreesesieewclenclineeeas ers Feb., 1832, do 
PNT Eran Hoa piciciaisiee ois sioieie (bisieisiae! eielalsisieielaisievaccsis Nov., 1830, do 


bo 
or 
= 


| 

| 15 
9 | 16 
9 | 16 
9 | 17 


15 | te A Wisenicins aeecacsxssansces tits wes Feb., 1832, do 
| 


ow © & 
-_- Oo OS 
a 
= = 





2 See SG te rrr err rererer ery. March, 1833, do 

9 | 18 | 3 E. half N. E..cccccccccecccvccscsccocsceccecse| Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
9 | 18 | 7 We half Ne Evcceeseecceecccccsccccscceeeeeeees) Sold Sept., 1831; not marked on plat. 

9 | 18 19 NL Wa. cece cceccceeceecccccsccccscscsecesesees Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
9 | 19 | 8 | N. E. of S. EH. occeecee soeecees aisieeies iibsecnsinicne Sold Sept., 1832; not marked on plat. * 

9 | 19 | 36 | Eu half S. W..sseeccoeee errr dteeat eae | Oct, 1832, do 

10 | 10 «|| 289) | We half S. W oes. Sate aioe taal: ee ee Aug., 1830, do 

10! 11 | 25 Pa ariascecetiap east si esta abel ncaateatissel Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
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PUBLIC [No. 1259, 
































| ¢@ | 2 | —— 
= z 3 Part of section. Errors, omissions, &e. 

a | a R 

10 11 39 N. E. of N. SOTO Ne ES RT| Sold July, 1832; not marked on plat. 

10 12 32 | E. half s. Lveseeseeneseesssseesessaneeeenenees | Sept., 1830, i‘ 

10 15 14 | W. half S. Feceeccecccecetccvecccecsesee veesee| June, 1831, do 

10 15 i PE Re Bikinis ri nasecdcdnnsncascariacees) Sept., 1831, do 

10 17 18 | We half S. Eeseccsseceseesse ese ecev ence ceeres| Jan., 1824, i 

10 18 28 OW. half N. Wa..cececceeccseecceescevcsecseeeees! Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
10 | 18 | 28 | We half S. Weseseecseeecesceeeesee eve eneeeres| do do 

10 19 | 25 W. half Ni Waeeeeescccrecceccrecccserecvcereves| do do 

10 | 19 | 25 | W. half N. E. quarter......cccccsccescceroscees| do do 

10 | 19 20 | BE. half N. Evccccececcscccceccsvecscerseeeeees| Sold Dec., 1830; not marked on plat. 

mw | 19 | 20 | We half N. Essessseseecseeessscceseneeseeeeees| Dec., 1830, do 

10 «6| (19 Oh GRAB Diiccsncienccdasseidecosssraicasasieet Dee., 1830, ite 

i ee ae” eee ener July, 1830, do 

10 | 20 2 | Ne Wesseccscccescvee-seccescccssccsccsecseecee| Nov., 1831, do 

mo] u 18 E. half N. Eucccccsccsscccevcesscsscceccsseee| Oct., 1831, do 

11 | 12 14 SP sna I Mi cu ccicn wou nse se ssea cca weavaneees| Feb., 1831, do 

| 12 27) | We half S. W.0... socccscsevesccccces sanenes| Jan., 1830, do 
11 | 14 24 | W. half N. Woeeceeccereececees cece eseeeceeeees! Jan., 1831, do 
1 | 15 i WEIN 6 od ince ca adnaveaduaabeneiel Nov., 1830, do 
nu | aw i PE Wace eskrsiwens! Sept., 1830, de 
11 | 18 18 | Ex half N. Eucceccccccceccccccceccescseseceees, Marked sold on plat; not entered on tract book. 
ll 19 | 17 | W. half Bow Gsbcseb ees souk bbesieesscbsseesen ses (ODIN Dune, 1830; not marked on plat. 
12 | 18 | BR | Wy half S. Esesecseeeseecenseseeneeeseeaeeers Nov., 1831, do 
12 - | = hegid ia iiVein chikecdesaiiauinkesanes Sold, but not marked on plats nor tract book. 
a a ee ee 2 | 
12 19 10 | i Piece cesiccisi odes waeaarecesee | Nov., 1830; not marked on plat. 
2 | 2 | 26 iui De Reb sivvadcnsinskaawistuacusiueons May, 1831, do 

g- 


Browy’s Horen, Zadianapolis, Indiana, July 22, 1833. 

Sir: In the further prosecution of my duties here, Iam instructed to ascertain whether you, or any 
clerks in your employ, have been ‘engaged as agent for the holder or holders, owner or owners, of imili- 
tary bounty land scrip, for the sale, exchange, or transfer, of the same at your office, or in facilitating 
the reception thereof for public lands, when, otherwise, the purchase money would have been paid in 
cash.” 

I am further required to obtain your written statement, embracing all facts within your knowledge 
relative to this subject as far as the transactions may have taken place within your district. 

You will therefore please to state in your reply to this note, 

Ist. Whether you have had any agency or participation whatever in facilitating the exchange of 
scrip for money in the purchase of lands in your district, either gratuitously or for a compensation ? 

2d. Whether any clerk in your employ has been, at any time, engaged as agent for the owners or 
holders of scrip, either gratuitously or for a compensation? And if for a compensation, to what amount? 
or whether such clerk, while in your employ, has had any concern or participation, either 72 or oué of your 
office, in aiding or advising, or in any manner interfering in the exchanges of scrip; and if so, in what 
manner, and for how long a time ? 

3d. Whether any exchanges of scrip, by other persons, have been made within your office ? and whether 
any overtures, bargains, or agreements, of any kind, have been had there for that purpose between the 
holder or holders of serip, or their agents, and persons or their ageuts, designing to purchase lands ? 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 


JAMES B. GARDINER, Evraminer. 


Arruvr Sr. Ciatr, Esq., Register Land Office, Indianapolis, Ind. 


Laxp Orricr, Indianapolis, July 22, 1832. 
Sir: Ihave received your note of this dav, making inquiries whether I have been engaged in the 
exchange or purchase of military bounty land scrip, as agent or otherwise. 
As to your first interrogatory, I have to answer that I have had no agengy or participation whatever 
in facilitating the exchange of scrip for money, either gratuitously or for a compensation, directly or indi- 
rectly, except five hundred and fifty dollars which was sent to Gen. Drake, the receiver, by Gen. Duncan, 


of Illinois, which was assigned to me, (why, I do not know, as I was not consulted.) At the request of 


the receiver’s clerk, I made blank assignments of the serip, and handed the same back to him; but had 
nothing to do in the exchange of the same, nor did I receive any compensation for the transaction. 

As to your second interrogatory, I would state that Mr. Sharpe, my clerk, has exchanged scrip to a 
large amount ; but as I never interfered or participated in such exchange, and was therefore unable to 
give anything like a correct statement of his dealings therein, I requested him, by note, to give me a 
detailed statement of his transactions in the same; which is herewith submitted as part of my answer. 
My former clerk, V. C. Hanna, exchanged a small amount for the Hon. Mr. Hendricks, in 1830 or 1831, 
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say five hundred dollars; and, also, a small amount for N. McCarty; what amount I do not know, or 
what compensation he received. 

In answer to your third, I say that I know of no other persons making any exchanges of scrip in 
my office, overtures, bargains, or agreements of any kind, having been had for that purpose, between the 
owners or holders of scrip, or their agents, and persons or their agents, designing to purchase public 
lands. I would further state that the proceeds arising from the exchange of scrip have never been offered 
to any clerk in my employ, at any time, in lieu of any compensation they would otherwise have received 
but have uniformly paid them a fixed and stated salary, 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


’ 


A. ST. CLAIR, Register, 


Col. James B. Garpiner, Lvraminer. 





$. 
Inpranapouis, July, 22, 1833. 
Sir: In reply to your note of this day, I would submit the following statement of the amount of 
military land scrip that I have received and exchanged ; who from, and for what premium, viz : 
Am’t receiv- 
Amount of military land scrip received and exchanged, and from whom, &e. ed for ex- 
changing. 
From N. McCarty, of this place, agent for Philo Hale, Hon. Thomas Ewing, Henry Stanbery, 
and others, from the Ist of September, 1831, to 27th July, 1832, the sunts of 60,000 dollars $431 484 
From same, from 27th July, 1832, to the 17th instant, the sum of 98,800 dollars..........2. 0 0°7 
From Henry Clark, Thomas Ewing, and H. Stanbery, from Ist of September, 1831, to 28th 
Samay, TOGe, SO a OT ET, TSG OMIA, oo hos ceca ces rsenssccecsscwssscscssess 885 F933 
From A. W. Harrison, of this place, agent for the Tlon. Jonathan McCarty, February, 1833, 


Ache cl Gnas whig eee eek Rahs AWE be D ORE Sess eek SOb ODOM ES Eb OSES RKO 3 00 
From Homer Brooks, of this place, 2,800 dollars, May, 1833........ccccccccccccccscccses 43 50 
From Hon. William Mendricks, 437 dollars, Jume, 1833 ..........0ccccccccccccccssecececs 4 25 
From Henry Uurst, clerk of the district court in this State, 400 dollars... 2.2... cece eeeee 6 00 
From Thomas Johnson, of this county, 200 dollars, some time in 1832........ce cece eeees 2 00 





$1,479 O94 








I also exchanged for N, Palmer, of Jefferson county, Indiana, 200 dollars; Colonel Pepper, sub-agent 
Pottawatamie Indians, 300 dollars, and a small amount for the Hon, Win. Hendricks; for which exchanges 
I received no premium, 

Ihave no memorandum or recollection of further dealings in serip of any kind, but it is probable 
that I have exchanged other small amounts which, I think, could not amount to more than 2,000 dollars. 

In answer to your further inquiry, I have it to say that, some time prior to the ninth of June, 1831, 
(the time at which ] commenced writing in the register’s office,) you made a proposition to me to clerk 
in your office, at which time you offered me a stated salary, which I accepted, and have continued to 
receive up to this time, without any change whatever ; and further, that the exchange of scrip has never 
been mentioned by-you, or considered by me as a part of the compensation of my services, or have you 
received from me the first cent of the proceeds of the serip, 


Yours, &e., THOS. H. SUARPE. 


Artuur Sr. Crain, Register. 





New Or.eans, January 16, 1834. 


Sir: T have the honor of remitting you a copy of my report of the examination of this office, the 
original of which has been addressed to the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 


Honorable R. B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





New Ortrans, January 16, 1834. 


Sir: I arrived in this city on the 5th instant, and commenced my examination on the next day, and 
concluded, after various interruptions, on the 15th, not including, however, more than seven working 
days, during which time I inspected all the books from 4th January, 1831, to the present day. My rea- 
son for going as far back as the time when my predecessor, Mr, King, had left off, was the little business 
transacted in the office during that time. The examination might have taken up less time, but these 
things are not done so expeditiously in town as in the country on account of their late breakfasts—four 
hours and a half in the morning, and one in the afternoon, is all the time that can be usefully employed ; 
the weather has been so bad as to make it dark at 5 o’clock, and the cold so great (there being no fire 
in the office,) as to benumb the fingers ; the officers, too, would be absent when some important document 
or information was requisite. You may easily suppose that, in a city like this, a salary of five hundred 
dollars (the commission on sales amount to nothing,) cannot support and keep within doors an individual 
who, out of that, has to pay a rent of four hundred dollars. I have, myself, lost a number of days from 
the difficulty of finding them at the office. The examination being closed, I signed on the journals of 
both offices, a certificate of my having examined all the books from the 4th of January, 1831, and seen 
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all the errors corrected, This measure, for which Thad no precedent, appears tome necessary, since it 
is right that every examiner should bear the reponusibility of his own investigation, and at the same time 
apprise his successor where his labors ended, This course, which | hope you will not disapprove, Lmean 
to follow for the future. 

The books in both offices were neatly kept, the papers well Labeled. "The register, in addition to his 
present furniture, wants a press for the preservation of the papers of the adjusted: Land claims under the 
law of the 4th January, P8325 also, a large table, both valued at thirty dollars, 

The late receiver kept his books ina mercantile form, that is, did not reproduce in his journal the 
details of his register of receipts, nor in his ledger those already consigned in his journal The rewister 
of receipts showed the number of the section, township, and range, in which the purchased) tract laid, 
but was silent as to the subdivision of that section, You must have perceived, also, that each officer, in 
coming into office, Commenced a new series of numbers: the present one was about doing the same when 
Ladvised him to go on with the numbers of the register, and preserve the same identity in both offices, 
The register keeps no ledger and tract books. His reason for not opening the latter is, that new surveys 
are to be made of the old districts, which of course would render uscless any book commenced at this 
moment. His journal hardly deserves the tithe : if is more properly a sales? book, in which all the suab- 
divisions of the register of certificates are consigned ino writing, and a regular series, which is not the 
ease with the last-mentioncd book ; the former register having: appropriated a separate page for each 
traet sold under a different law -a confusion which the officer himself is sometimes ata loss to dispel, 
The plats are neither bound nor pasted on canvas, bevertheloss in good order: but how can it be other 
wise, considering the little business transacted in the office 2 Subjoined is the errata list, account cur- 
rent, and list of furniture, 

Although my health has been very bad, Tohave still gone on when PT thought myself sufficiently 
strong to encounter the fatignes of traveling, but Tam now so delicate that very little exertion: brings 
on fever and hemorrhage. The way to Augusta is long and dreary; the rains that have prevailed for 
two months past have overflowed the country, swelled the creeks, and even made swimming parts of the 
road that never were known to be under water before; the accommodations, too, are of the roughest 
kind, and the cabins wide apart. There is, therefore, a physical impossibility for me to visit: that office, 
which, | assure you, | very reluctantly give up. Twill probably to-morrow proceed up the river, and exam- 
ine Washington and Mount Salus, after which Twill return home. Quiet and a moderate exercise will, | 
hope, restore me to my wouted health. 

The revister wishes to know whether he is entitled to fees on the delivery of the final certificates ? 
IL think mot. 

lam very respectfully, sir, your obedient: servant, V. M. GARESCIIE, 


Kivan Haywarp, Ksq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, 


KBrrata in the receiver's books. 














Register of receipts. 
Reeeiver’s Register’s Section. Township. Range. 
a) I » 
Nos. | Nos. | | 
Section. | Township. Range. | 
| 
| 
169 | 205 50 | 12 17 should bo. core 50 12 14 
169 | 205 of 17 14 should be......... ny | | 17 17 
1h5 11 111 14 15 should be....e eee 111 & 112 4 15 
133 169 135 14 15 should 00. 6.00000 135 | 14 15 
133 169 136 15 15 should be...ee.ee.) 156 | 15 1b 
122 158 150 14415 1D PROMI HO. 560.0005 150 | 14 | i) 
122 158 2 & 149 14 15 should be lot 2.... 149 | 14 15 
118 15k AS 12 13 should 0s 20:00 <0. : 42 & 43 \ 12 13 
116 152 43 ae esas SHOUT DGs0%04 cece 42 & 4% Sabie seuss 
110 146 | 12 13 should be lot 1.... Ae ef 12 13 
109 145 2 2 14.& 15 should be lot 2...., 136 | | | 15 
109 145 i) 2 14. & 15 should be lot 2.... 59 | 14 | 14 
| . . 
102 | 138 The numbers of the seetion left out. 


’ 


Krrata in the registers book,— Register of certificates, 


No, 207, [ Lot No. EI omitted, 


Journal, 
a; Ge, SOO OONGE icc ccsssaivcccss SIT 1 should bo 19600 acres ic .ccccccscees. SUT) 98 
es Ge. ROM BG. cnc ce nce sseden'se 22 66 should be range 14 2 occs cc ccceseccess 122 D4 
No. 176, $239 60 should be......... 939 6D No; 225, $59 62 should be.........0% 5S 61 
No. LST, 120 00 should be......... 120 125) No, 456, 242 00 should be........... 242 50 
No. 196, 73 80 should be......... 73 90 
The receiver of public moneys at New Orleans in account current with the United States. 
Dr. 

ee Ee ee ee ee 
ee en er ee er rT ne 120 50 


my’ 
NE RCE N Ee ihr a cd nck amid hee kn ste S Wee Rk sk CADRE CRSA ES UR ERNE RS 


$1,165 00 


Contra, Cr. 
By so much deposited in the Commercial Bank, of this city, to the credit of the United States, $1,163 00 
V. 


M. GARESCHE. 
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A list of furniture belonging to the United States in the office of the register : 


Pine board book-case, OPPREN HEEREe NE COMIN NEINC WEE ois oh iho dsas ies eetavesdctencecccs, SBE 
Pine board press, with boul: divinions and pigoon WUles .ciiiescacivcecsececiins ocee's based 9) 00 


$35 O00 





Wants a table, ten dollars, and another press like the above, twenty dollars, to keep the papers rela- 
five to the adjusted land clvtns under the law of the 4th of January, PS32. 
V. M. GARESCIE. 


New Orveans, January 16, 183 


Oo» 


Auexanpria, Louisiana, Oclober 6, 1833. 


Sint Thave the honor of enclosing a copy of my report to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, dated 6th instant, 

I have been detained at this place, by a severe bilious fever, of which Tam so far recovered as to 
hope, ina very few days, to fake up agai my line of march. TF regret my detention the more is I 
expected to be present at the sales of lands which are shortly to take place in the State of Mississippi; 
my presence would not, perhaps, have been without some advantage to the treasury. 

Iam, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCIHE. 

The Hon, Witniam J. Duaxr, Secretary of the Treasury. 


OUACHITA, Louisiana, October 6, 1833. 

Sin: My examination of this office commenced on the 27th ultimo, and closed on the 5th instant, 
making cieht days, deducting Sunday. The enclosed account current with the receiver exhibits a deti- 
ciency of ST9S.1TE. No voucher has been placed before me respecting the amount of bills, $5,627, which 
stand to the credit of his account, and are said to be on their way to New Orleans. In making this 
remark, [do not wish to be understood as casting any suspicion on his veracity, but only to place the 
business in its trae dight, as Tounderstand a correspondence has taken place between the honorable 
Secretary of the Treasury and him on the subject of the deposits. TP would further remark that the small 
hills are wenerally sent to the credit of his own account, until the amount becomes sufficiently respectable, 
when it is transferred to the eredit of the United States. Mr. Friends departure for Alexandria, ine the 
adjoining parish, will prevent me from giving the description of the notes which form the $409,565 of the 
sales of the 28th ultimo, and also included in my account of the sales made on the 3d of this month, 
S1,T54.551. The receiver's handwriting is so far from being legible that my examination was thereby 
protracted more than usual, At his office my investigations were pursued as far back as the Ist of April; 
at the register’s partly only in April, TP found that in the hands of these gentlemen, in common with 
most of the officers of the land offices [have visited, the journal and ledger, from the manner in which 
they are kept, are worse than useless. Tenorant of the art of book-keeping, they do not make their 
entries according to established forms, or, if they do, these entries have no reference to those in’ the 
ledver, which therefore becomes a mere account current book. In gweneral, the sum of their monthly 
abstract of sales is written under the closing column in the ledger and journal, whether it corresponds or 
not. After Thad corrected the mistakes it became my duty to sum up all the columns in the different 
hooks of both offices, making an ag@eregate of about sixty pages. Thad also to page the books, and make 
the monthly and quarterly entries in both journals, open the accounts in register’s ledger, and teach them 
to post from one book to another, T hope that there will be now no excuse for the former errors. There 
are few offices, indeed, where Thad not to assume the same professorship, for, simple as it is, few seem to 
understand it. Prom what T have stated, the nuyerous discrepancies, of which you have a list below, 
and the great business done at this office, you will not consider it, | hope, strange, that T should have 
devoted cight days to this labor. Another circumstance which did not a little contribute to this delay is, 
that, in comparing the registers of certificates and receipts together, T never referred to the applications, 
except where the books did not agree, supposing that, where they did, the entries must of course be cor- 
rect. T have, however, found instances of their agreeing together, and yet be at variance with the appli- 
cations ; and instances, also, where the applications were filled up wrong, as you will presently see. I 
had in that case to wo back to the receiver's office, and correct on his books, perhaps, the corrections pre- 
viously made, This will for the future make me alter the course of my examination, which IT shall begin 
from the applications, instead of comparing the books together, 

I bee leave to draw your attention to the following errors, viz: 

1348 is a tract of land sold, Sth ultimo, to Jacob Resser, situated in the northwest quarter of the 
horthwest quarter of section 26, township 12, range 8 east, and yet the same individual had already 
located the same land before, by entering on the 380th August last No, 1,338, being the west half of north- 
west quarter of the same section, township, and range. The application must therefore be wrong, 

1,501, 1,302, are two tracts of land sold on the 16th August last to Blundell and Smith, and stated in 
the application to be in township 4, range 3 west. But this township, being on the right bank of Red 
river, belongs to the distriet of Opelousas. Township 6 is probably meant, Vi. being mistaken for TV. 

The township plats are pasted on canvas, but not bound: they are preserved, however, in good order, 
in large portfolios. It would, perhaps, be better to send them already bound to those offices located in 
small towns where no binding can be done; for now, without suspending the business of the office, it 
becomes impossible to have them removed for the purpose. There is in this oflice but one tract book, and 
it contains unsalable townships: no entry, therefore, has been made therein. The office of the register 


contains but one sinall desk, not suflicient for all the papers, which are now kept in trunks and boxes, too 
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much accessible to mice. I still recommend a large table being allowed him. The officers have but an 
incomplete copy of the acts of Congress of 1831: they stand in need of the laws that have subsequently 
been enacted on the subject of the lands. The receiver ought to have an iron chest, of the value of about 
$50. You will see the necessity of it when you consider the magnitude of the business done at the office 
and its remote situation from the place of deposit. 

It appears that the applications received in Mr. Hughes’ time are not to be found. 

The township 16, in range 14 east, has, I think, been entered previous to its being offered at public 
sale: it had been marked as unfit for cultivation in former plats; but a subsequent survey having proved 
it to be one of the best in the State, some persons in the State of Mississippi availed themselves of the 
early knowledge they had of the circumstance to enter it, which was permitted, perhaps, in the supposi- 
tion of its being useless land. They came with the new plat in their pocket, and I am not certain that 
the old and new assistant surveyor had not something to do with it. The surveyor general, Dunbar, it is 
true, sent early information ; but private interest traveled faster than the mail. The petition, a copy of 
which I transmitted you from Washington, Arkansas, (and which it is said received its birth in the State 
of Mississippi, ) may, perhaps, have some connection with this transaction. 

Now that we are upon this subject, I must animadvert upon a fact which took place on the 25th of 
November, 1830, and which, perhaps, is not a solitary instance of the frauds committed at public sales, 
On the day above alluded to, a sale of public lands took place, and the tracts under Nos, 485 to 444, and 
446 to 448, inclusive, were bidden for at rates from $3.50 to $6, but were entered after the sale at $1.25, 
Several persons can certify to the fact, and amongst others, Willian N, Anderson, esquire, who now lives 
near Little Rock, and who was, on that day, officiating as crier or clerk. I am tad that it is not an unu- 
sual thing for people to bid up at public sales for lands which they do not intent to enter, and on the 
next day, when the land has been forfeited to them, their friends come in, and secure it at $1.25: thus 
may the best lands be sacrificed, and a door open to a very extensive fraud. My ‘luty was to point out 
the evil; with you is left the remedy. 

This little place suffers a great deal under the pressure of two heavy claims to the north and south of 
it. I allude to Bastrop and Maison Rouge’s. It is time that Congress should decide upon the merits of 
these claims, which comprise some of the best lands in the neighborhood, and reduce to a state of nullity 
a place which otherwise might be thriving. 

The receiver lives in town; the register about 53 miles from it, but has been, as I am informed, very 
punctual in his attendance upon the office. He is generally esteemed. Below is a list of the lands 
entered by these two officers. You have also the account current with the receiver, and a list of the 
furniture belonging to the United States in this office. 

I met here, on my arrival at this place, the receiver of public moneys at Washington, Arkansas; he 
was on his return from Natchez, where he had gone to make a deposit. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
. V. M. GARESCHE, 


Evian Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Errata in the receiver’s books. 


In the register of the receipts: 


No. 

POR cee ens weeeeeeee Township 8, should be township 9. 

3] ae argre Ruka we oe Township 13, should be township 18. 

1,305... ...¢eeeee00e5. W. halfof N. W. quarter, should be W. half of 8S. W. quarter. 
NS oe hic ie woe een Section 22, acres 39.81}, should be section 33, acres 39.813. 


1,308. ...eeeeeeeeeee. Section 32, acres 39.814, should be section 33, acres 39.817. 


1,332. ....00000000-- Lots 17 and 49, should be 17 and 19. 

1,188.....-..02..062. 5S. E. quarter of 8. W. quarter, should be N. E. quarter of 5. W. quarter. 
L189... cee eeeeeeeee NN. W. quarter of 8S. W. quarter, should be N, W. quarter of 5. W. qr. 
L,I85........0020006. Sections 33 and 35, should be lot 3 of section 35, 

1194. .ccccccccccccee $319.57, should be $309.57. 

1,348....¢.00eeee026. Acres 40.344, should be $40.364. 


In the journal: 

No. 

LUE. cscsccctssccces Q319.5T, should be $309.57. 
1,218........2+20-62. Township 14, should be township 12. 
1,219......+.02.225. N. half, should be N. half of 5. W. quarter. 
oY ee (eieuacees Range east, should be range west. 
1,267a1,273,......... Lot No. 41, should be lot No. 40. 

1,277. wcccccccceccces F1.18%, should be 70.18}. 

1,295. @vccccccccceee $1I9T.8T4, should be $198. 

1311... .....000000.. $99,182, should be $99.212. 
1,312........6-.662+. N. W. quarter of S. E. quarter, should be S, W. quarter of 8. E. qr. 
1321........--6222-. Section 40, should be section 47. 


1,B22....0..e0e eee ee Township 10, should be township 11. 
BB26..cceceseseceees Range 13, should be range 12. 

1329. ...ceeceeeeeeee $236.814, should be $236,582. 
1,334........000e06-2. Township 14, should be township 15. 
[e235 Pe artery ges rade Section 24, should be section 26. 
1,B48.....0 eee eeeee. $90.45), should be $50.42 7, 
1,355.......00000066- Range east, should be range west. 
1,366........2.2..-.. 79.82 acres, should be 79.82? acres. 


N. B.—The same errors in dollars and cents are also found in the ledger. 
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Errata in the register’s books. 


Register of certificates: 


No. 
1,169.....eeee002.-.. 75.31 acres, $95.125, should be 75.30 acres, $94.12} 
Serre eries cone OSO08; should be $50.09. 
Co ee ee eee $199.732, should be ee 


BQ. wcccsesecccssss 158.96 acres, should be $158.94. 


1,255. ...cccesececcese $50,239, should be $50.17. 

1,260.......005e00e5. 105.76 acres, should be 105.76} acres. 
errr wee. $214,082, should be $214.802. 

2 ee eer eee  $214.082, should be $214.80. 

1995..scccsecscccsss $197.56}, should be $198. 

1,302.......0..--00+- 79.394 acres, should be 79.35} acres. 

BB disvcscvcccscccess $99,163, should be $99:217. 

V sr. (ie eeeewsee 39). 93 acres, should be 39. 033 acres 

E,318....+- sevens $204.60, should be $214.81. 

Amount in April, § $2,273.223, should be $2,306.14 7. 

Amount in May $i 45. oe should be $755,803. 

Mnount in June, § $4,837.42, should be $4,948.421. 


Plats: 

No. 

1, 326 ) 
1,345 | 
1,346 

1,367 [ 
1.368 

1$363 

1876 a 1,378 


1,255 J 


Journal: 


No. 
1,204.....0ee..seeee. $50,803, should be $50.825. 
iy eee er should be $100. 


Not entered. 


1.221, secceccesceee $199,732, should be $199.83 4. 
1,222... ere tiTeT ee Township [4, range] left out. 
|. eee weeeeeee Section 32, should be section 22. 
BSS... .ccnseces...- 9158,98, should be $158,94. 


1,236. ......00eee0eee Township 13, should be township 12. 


Se ee er N. W. quarter of N, E. — should be S. W. quarter of N. E. qr. 
B254..cccsccesaseses 172.91 acres, should be 172.974 acres. 

EO scciecersescass MTS acren 850.2: 31, should be 40, 13? acres, $50.17}. 

TE 2G Gs ws seed easier .. $101.664, should be $100,282, 

i. ae ere 5 oki, 4, should be $ $205,074 

LP eves erent elo Wellainel se sors eiortens 319.49, should be $219.49, 

Fe ere Words [section 26] left out. 

eee ee Tee ... 79.394 acres, should be 79.35} acres. 

O00 are wee. $198,564, should be $198. 

epee ere Serer 80.143 acres, $100.18, should be 80.143 acres, $100.17 7. 
MShliccccceccseseses $90814, should be $99.217. 

LS1S...cccccecseseese 39:98 acres, should be 39. My acres, 

i See eee $299.87, should be $199.87 

a . eee. = =©$324.13, should be $334. 03. 

fr veseeeee $81.24, should be $81.04. 

RIS cece. BO 501, should be 

1,366......eeeeeeeee+ 19.83%, acres should be 79.822 acres. 

Se eer a 848.764, should be $48.673, 


N. B.—The errors in dollars and cents found in the journal, are also to be found in the ledger. 


The receiver of public moneys at Ouachita, Louisiana, in account current with the United States. 


1833. 


August 
Sept. 
Sept. 


issivcsseeiscces By . aperiee a Ny, &. quarter, should be 8. W. quarter of N. E. qr. 














































Dr. 

30. To amount due by last return..... (SPUN MACEA RS SESRERE RSH eKeee Kees ene css SE eee 
26. To sales up to this day when I took an account of the moneys ......+...++++ 11,658 964 
30. To additional sales this month..........+. eee TTC TT ECCT ETC CL ECC ee 409 564 

TO GerOnee ME UNE WEICE OF FOG sooo ois cic sie ccsecsvcresrcenrereeeceees 9 41 

To difference in the sales of AUQUSt.....ceceeecccecceccceeeeces canes 350 99 

To amount of stationery chi irged in former account, and rejected by 3 FOU is cccs 40 00 
$35,834 033 

EO NE FOE A OIE 56h ono kh 46 Rea NNT S. 4, SHAD CHER ES $798 17 
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Cr. 
1833. 
August 29. By deposits made in U. S. Bank at New Orleans .......-ececceeeccccecvees $12,934 00 
Sept. 12. By deposits made in U. 8. Bank at New Orleans...... eee coeceeeeeees 5,700 00 
Sept. 12. By deposits made in U. 8. Bank at New Orleans, as per receipts... $1,000 00 
By deposits made in U. 8. Bank at New Orleans, as per receipts... 200 85 
Ee as 1,200 85 
October 3. By deposits made in U. S. Bank at New Orleans, as per receipts... $2,700 00 
By deposits made in U. 8. Bank at New Orleans, as per receipts. | ae 8 
———— 6,350 00 
October 3. By cash in the receiver’s chest, specification below .......0..e cece cece ee ees 1,944 50 
October 3. By cash which could not be specified for the absence of the receiver........ 409 56! 
October 6. By bills on their way to New Orleans, as per a memorandum made ial by he . 
receiver, but for which I have no other voucher, viz : 
Sept. 11. Bought of J. Walker, a check for the Planters’ Bank, 
Mississippi ........4. rer ere ere ee ppamd sews ... $4,000 00 
Sept. 23. Balance in the office of discount and deposit at Alexan- 
dria, Louisiana. .... : Knebncions fees ' 397 75 
Sept. 23. Balance in the hands of . |. Walker, Nate he %, to be dra wh ‘ 
OMe esxncrns co ccs ceces eee. itesoteemewaws - 1,129 25 | 
Sept. 12. P arish judge’ s bill on State treasury. {sss teveeewws 100 00 { 
— $5,627 00 | 
To receiver's salary for the quarter ........ Tee TET TRC TT TE eae ane ‘ 125 00 
N. B.—The register’s salary was paid subsequent to the money being counted, 
although included in the receiver’s schedule of expenses. 
By his compensation for the deposits of July and August ...........66. ae 165 30 
By his commission on $18,634 deposited.......... Bah ae he ee 186 84 
By cash advanced to the register on his commission for the quarter mag teas hat ts 112 123 
By cash paid in the hands of R. Winn to be paid to &. cana as directed by 
Commissioner; [of this I have no voucher] .......sseee eee e eee cee eeeeee 98 75 
By compensation for the risk incurred in de positing $6, 3: 350. reer err TT ry 23 94 
By compensation for the expense and labor in depositing in July and August... 95 00 
By commission on $6,350 deposited ...... ore seanwewe Terr rT eee 63 50 
By deficit . eee eee OEE EAC ON EO RENE Wb ee ew % pba ales T98 17 
$35,834 033 
V. M. GARESCIIE. 

Ovacnitt, La., October 6, 1833. 

N. B.—The receiver, in a note to me, says that he has sixty-one dollars to his credit in the United 
States’ Bank at New Orleans, and can draw at sight for the balance due on Miramond, O'Duhige & Co., 
at New Orleans, 

Specification of the moneys in the hands of the receiver, viz: 

United States Bank or branches ...........6. RCC NS SAdNS EWE REEN ESE RAO RKO Cosa ce GOO WO 

State Bank of Mississippi at Natchez, 1 note $100. Miiuceewss (si Sees teeedy oew nee se! 19 00 

State Bank of Mississippi at Natchez, 1 note $10. .......cccccececceccecsceccceccuces os J 

Planters’ Bank at Natchez, 3 notes, $100, $300......... errr eT ere Tr (oon Tr cer es Aer 

Planters’ Bank at Natchez, 2 notes, $20, $40...... re rer cp iwese whew ers. | cides 

Bank of Louisiana at New Orleans, 3 notes, S100, SBU00... ce ee eee cee ee eee ee Perr ere ) 

rn Ge Se BE ew Crmenes. F NOLS, SIO. 6 on ciks iS cbccdsrectvcewenaencees ere? ee 

Bank of Louisiana at New Orleans, 1 note, $10 ........ccccevccseces ioe wewaw eer cee’ \ 

Union Bank of Louisiana, 3 notes, $50, $150........ ree ee eee eer eee ee ; —s | 210 00 

Union Bank of Louisiana, 3 notes, $20, 860....... ; pe pese ewes ° , ie ob seaccss yh 

New Orleans Banking and Canal Company, 3 notes, $100, a Ae ee eee ee eae now wx even] 

New Orleans Banking and Canal Company, 4 notes, $50, $200 ..... jer ecees.oceea bens cate 550 00 

New Orleans Banking and Canal Company, 2 notes, $20, $40 .........6. tree eT cewieens re | sa 

New Orleans Banking and Canal Company, 1 note, $10.........ccccccccccsccccccecccecs | 

te OW RE hoki 662 6 os dikes scene pexeuses ee RGaa ee ees eee ee eee iowa 5 00 

NS Ch RC KEDES SHEE KENREKOC ENS S SAEs he ESL ET CRAEIED CESS ONS ee Cees esROaeecesecee 19°50 
$1,944 50 
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A list of the lands entered by the receiver, 


1832. October 1, 


No. 

863. Wm. Stephenson and Jos. Friend, lots 27 & 28, T. 22, R.13 E., acres .......cceeeeeaes 
864. Patrick Barry and Joseph Friend, lot 3,5. 14, ‘12, “10 W., acres............000. . 
Oe ee a a ee ee ee eee : 
866. Same, lots 1, 8. 15, T. 12, R. 10 SRS avickwaauwsasen TTT eT eee Evak vows 
867. Same, lots 4, 8. 13, T. 12, = . 10 W., acres..... Lesson ees Seedaneee (60a beans ° 
868, Joseph Friend, lot 26, MiP MEO UNGAR on cick cane Rosin ies eokiciee eaten teeter ak 
596. Joseph Friend, lot 11, T. 10, R. LL EL, acres. ..... Le et ‘ 6 HOES A ye Wc, 











325. 
138 . 
244. 
140. 


11 


162 
168 


20 
00 
60 
95 
1.02 
00 
.00 


































se tinh anlar 
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1832. November 22. 


No. 
1,043. Dee Pees, I. ae, 3. 20, TF. GG OW. etet none cc ccccevccacccccccceccss 153.53 


1,044. Joseph Friend, lots 3 and 4, S. 20, T. 8, R. 5 W., acres........e0e0. a as Ab 
+ pis, Jonepl Prveed, lot $,S. 90, T. 8, B. 5 W., ncres........ se cccccenesscssenscce: Ly 89.20 








JN) Rare ERO ON EEE) ONCRET ECC RCUL STOTT HRC RTC TREC ae ao ant ee 


eeeeeeeese 1,738.25 














—= 
Entered by Samuel Friend, receiver's brother. 
1832. January 2. 

No. 

431. Lot No. 6, township 9, range 11 E., acres............000. UNISTS RA wee tales 89.77 
1.040. Lot 4, section 29, township 8, range 5 W., acres....... js NbdSHERMKAASE IGE KERR R CRS 79.16 
1041. E. half of S. E. quarter, sec. 30, township 8, range 5 W., acres.......ceeeceee sees 76.76 

, 

A RCRA ONDE Edd ERA Rea Shed RDA SEERA ete RhKkwwKE ° 245.69 

Entered by the register. 
Lot or fractional section 25, township 22, range 12, acres......... eres Kaa tedasoancenns 169.02 
N. E. quarter of N. W. quarter section 28, township 18, range 2 E., acres..... er rer TT 40.00 
EGER G ERAGE 06s 4 KFREEN 5 bn 1S AWAGAENERENG AK dee Reeeeaues 209.02 








A list of the furniture in the land office at Ouachita, Louisiana, belonging to the United States, viz: 


In the receiver’s room. 


Book and paper case, with compartments, made of cypress, cost 24 dollars..........seeee $24 00 
N. B.—The receiver ought to be allowed an iron chest. 


In the register’ s room. 


One book and paper case similar to the above, but smaller...........ccccccceccceccceeces $14 00 
An incomplete copy of the acts of Congress of 1831........ccceccsceccceccecce sevceecs 15 
N. B.—He wants a larger press, and also a large table for the township plats. —_———. 
$38 75 

Ovacuita, La., October 6, 1833. ————— 


V. M. GARESCHE. 





Orerovsas, Louisiana, December 3, 1833. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to address you the duplicate of the report of my examination of the land 
office at this place, the original of which has been forwarded to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 

Hon. R. B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Orvetousas, Louisiana, November, 1833. 


Sir: My last report, dated the 16th ultimo, mailed at Alexandria, seventy miles north of this place, 
had an endorsement from Doctor Hale, stating the reasons of my detention at the latter place. One day, 
however, after leaving my bed, I was mounted on my horse, anxious to encounter the intricacies of the 
office at this place. My progress was slow ; after giving one day to repose, I commenced my examina- 
tion on the next. But whether I was not in a situation to leave Alexandria, or that the fatigue of riding 
was too great for me, or my mental labors more than I could meet, true it is that a relapse has been brought 
on; and that, after five days, I was confined to my bed by fever and a violent hemorrhage. I trouble you 
with all these details to explain my apparent inactivity. My examination, which commenced on the 26th 
ultimo, and finished on the 3d instant, contains nineteen working days. 

The account with the receiver exhibits a deficiency of $294.79}, as the annexed statement will prove. 
I was, of course, very particular in my information about his character, which rather too long a sojourn 
in this place gave me an opportunity of obtaining. It is fair and honest, and this little flaw must be at- 
tributable to mixing [for the want of a public iron chest] United States’ moneys with his own ; nothing, 
therefore, ought to be inferred against his probity from the above deficiency, and my defence of his char- 
acter is nothing more than what I think him entitled to. My indagations on the books extended as far 
back as the first of January last ; not that there was any necessity for ranging so wide, but the tempo- 
rary absence of the receiver, who had the journal and the ledger in the country, left me an opportunity 
of which I took advantage. Every book of the register’s was in fine order, and without any other dis- 
crepancies but the two noted at foot. The journal and ledger were in arrear from the 31st of July last. 
The papers of the office are kept in praiseworthy order. 

From the chaotic state in which the business of the office was left by his predecessor, it was hardly 
to be expected that he would be able to draw forth clearness and order; but, from what I have wit- 
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nessed, I remain convinced that his exertions have been, and are still, very arduous to elicit all light 
possible from such a state of darkness; and, if I may judge from the officers whose offices I have already 
visited, very few would have had the talents, and still less the patience, to persevere in this herculean 
task. In permitting the entry of lands that were not, and will not yet, for a long time, be surveyed, a 
door to innumerable difficulties has been opened, that will, for a long time yet, require such a man as My, 
King at the head of this office; for, the want of vouchers from his predecessors leave him no clue through 
such a labyrinth. The exhibit, therefore, should not be regarded as a balance sheet of the affairs of the 
office, but only as a true statement of their situation at the time, subject to such emendations as the 
receipt of new vouchers or information may occasion. It was in that light, I believe, that it was viewed 
by your predecessor, if I judge from his letters, which Mr. King has submitted to my inspection, He 
tells me that he has given you such information about Johnson and Bundie’s cases as he hopes will 
prove satisfactory. In case they should not be explicit enough, I will add one more. To begin in order, 
we shall first dismiss Reed and Johnson’s case. The former [Reed] was the original settler and pre- 
emption claimant; but Johnson came one day to the office, and stated that Reed had assigned to him hig 
pre-emption right; and, although he produced no proof of the transfer, he was, nevertheless, allowed to 
file his application. Reed coming subsequently, denied the assignment, paid the money, and entered his 
claim. The receipt was, by the former officer, enclosed in the application made “by Johnson, and, when 
referred to Messrs. King and Todd for the purpose of making the exhibit, the first paper which came to 
their notice was Johnson’s application, and the endorsement on the enclosed receipt corresponding 
exactly with the description of the tract in Johnson’s application, was considered without any further 
investigation as Johnson’s own receipt: hence his name placed on the list; but when, after some time, the 
receipt, being opendiscovered Reed to be the real purchaser, his name was substituted for Johnson’s, 
leaving still the description of the tract the same as before, 

Now, to understand Wm. Bundie’s case, it is necessary to lose sight of the marginal numbers, 155, 
156, &c., which have reference only to the books of this office, and consider none but the documental 
numbers, 208, 210, &c. It follows that Wm. Bundie became purchaser on the 21st November, 1818, of 
four tracts of land, for which he paid 80 dollars on account of each—receipts Nos. 208, 210, 211, and 
212, making 320 dollars. Of these four tracts, three were assigned, viz., Nos. 210, 211, 212, the two first 
to Geo. King and J. Dupre, and the third to Geo. King, these gentlemen having advanced the money; 
these three tracts are fully described. The first of the four tracts, No. 208, is not described—that was 
paid with Wm. Bundie’s own money. When the four tracts were forfeited, the amount of the tract under 
No. 208 was refunded to the widow of Wm. Bundie, and that of the other three to the assignees. 

In answer to one of the solutions required from this office by your instructions, I send you here, 
enclosed, a ‘‘list of all the tracts paid for in full, of which no description, or only a partial one, has been 
heretofore given, and which still remains imperfect.” The want of surveys “‘is the reason why the pro- 
per designation of the tract cannot be given.” 

There is in the register and receiver’s office no evidence on file of payments made to Garrard and 
Lessassier, but receipts come in occasionally, which are immediately transmitted to the General Land 
Office; the last of these was forwarded on the 24th of July last. Garrard and Lessassier kept no 
books—their documents consisted of memorandums or scraps of papers; so at least I have been informed. 
Here, enclosed, is a list of the receipts which are probably still afloat. 

In answer to your query “whether the original applications are on file in the register’s office, in those 
cases where the name, &c.,” I say that the applications are on file, but contain a local description only 
of the tract, as no surveys had been made at the time. 

I should be satisfied could I flatter myself that I had answered, in an intelligible manner, your differ- 
ent inquiries respecting the outstanding accounts of this office; I may be allowed to hope, however, that 
I have shed some light on the subject. 

The receiver’s “register of receipts” was up, and very correct. His journal, (besides the errata at 
foot,) from April 3d, 1832, to September 30, 1833, contained only the dates of the sales, the names of 
the purchasers, and the amount carried out in the column of dollars and cents; the description of the 
tract was left blank. The quarterly entries, such as ‘incidental expenses to cash,” ‘commission account 
to cash,” ‘ United States to cash,” were regularly filled up. But here, after making ‘‘cash Dr, to sales 
of public lands,” he invariably makes again ‘cash Dr. to United States,” (instead of to “sales of public 
lands,”) for the amount on hand, placing thereby, twice, the same amount to the debit of cash. It is 
true that, no entry being made in the ledger, he had no means of discovering the error; but this is 
another proof, had we not enough of those, of what I have repeatedly said, of the necessity of simplify- 
ing the system. It is very seldom that the journal and ledger bear any analogy or reference to each 
other. Again, the accounts of ‘incidental expenses” and ‘‘ commission” were not made creditor to the 
United States. From 30th September to 18th November of the present year, no blank has been left. In 
the ‘register of receipts,” some of the columns were left without being summed up—no entry has been 
made in the ledger since 31st December, 1829, from the receiver, I suppose, not understanding the mode. 
I have written for him very detailed instructions on the subject, as it appears the form was not explicit 
enough. 

Before I close this report, I may be pardoned if I again speak of that very meritorious officer, Valen- 
tine King. No one, except he was acquainted with the English, French, and Spanish languages, could 
fill up this office. The number of persons inserted in the Spanish claims who seek information, either 
personally or by correspondence, is such as to take up his time from daybreak till very late at night. 
His patience and industry are unbounded, and when it is considered that the duties of his office have made 
him abandon his profession as a lawyer, and that his salary, not exceeding $650 per annum, is far from 
affording maintenance to his numerous family, living in this county being very expensive, and that com- 
pensation is granted for the sales at auction of public lands, a task far less laborious, one cannot but 
wish that he should receive some extra compensation commensurate with his daily labors, and those of 
winding up the very intricate business of his predecessors—a work which no one can duly appreciate 
that has not seen, as I have, all the books of information that he is compiling every day. Mr. Garrard, 
assisted by a number of clerks and ignorant translators, received a salary of $2,000 per annum for the 
same labors which Mr. King has been, for eleven years, performing alone. In justice to Mr. King, I 
must say that he has never hinted anything on the subject, except that, trifling as the emoluments are, 
the loss of the office would be a serious one to him. 

The complaints against the surveyors are general throughout the country, either for inaccurate 
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surveys or the wantof them. Those planters located on the Indian claim of the Bayou Boeuf have had, 
it appears, their lands subdivided differently from the established custom, which is, that, wherever a 
water course makes a bend inside, the front has its side lines radiating in the shape of an angle, the apex 
of which is on the other side of the bayou, and, wherever the bend makes outside, the apex is in the rear. 
Contrary to this method, however, the surveyors have drawn their lines parallel, thereby taking from one 
to benefit another. If ever a department required a very strict inspection exercised over it, it is assuredly 
the surveyor’s. 

I have omitted stating that the tract books were opened in the usual form, with an ingenious index, 
which made it very easy to find out the different townships. Most of the plates were bound up in one 
volume, with a pasteboard cover, except about one dozen or more that were loose. Some of the plates 
are not pasted on canvas, and, on account of the binding, have to be folded in two, which does not con- 
tribute a little to injure them. Upon the whole, however, they are in tolerable good order. 

Mr. King entered, on the 24th of November, 1830, lots Nos. 5 and 8, sections 19, township 2 S., 
range 3 E., containing 295.90 acres, $169.87. 

Mr. Sterb, receiver of one of the new offices in the State of Mississippi, I am told, is far from deserv- 
ing the confidence of the administration ; and people are surprised to see him fill up an office of so much 
responsibility. 

Mr. Rogers, the receiver, lives six miles out of town. 

It would not, perhaps, be difficult to obtain from Garrard, the amount of what he owes, which is, I 
think, about 15,000 dollars, with interest. Mr. Joseph Andrews was unaccountably released from 
his security to make room for two securities in a state of insolvency, and whose income this year has, © 
perhaps, exceeded $50,000. This Mr. Jos. Andrews has received, it is said, $10,000 from Garrard—his 
condition, when he became security, being that all the money should be deposited in his hands. On his 
being released, he had the above sum, for which, 7 7s said, he gave Garrard his obligation. The truth of 
all this might be known by putting Garrard on his oath. Garrard has some little property that might 
pay the balance of his debt. Joseph Andrews is Lessassier’s father-in-law and his security. Why is he 
let alone ? 

The ledger was so far in arrear, that the little knowledge the receiver has in keeping these books, 
together with the omission in the journal of a number of the quarterly entries, would have made it a 
work of immense magnitude, if not of total impracticability. I have, therefore, undertaken it, and have 
brought it up to the 30th of September last. I have not, however, copied twice in the ledger the details 
of the journal, according to the mode recommended to the offices—a work superfluous, and which would 
have required the labor of several months. Each entry of the journal has been posted in the ledger in 
globé, with due references to the dates and folios of the journal, where all the details wanted may be 
found. There was, as I have already stated, four years to make up, and all the columns of the journal 
tosum. I have been seven days at this, which are comprised in the nineteen of my examination. 

My convalescence is a tedious one—I am still bloated all over with occasional fevers. My duplicate 
to the Hon. the Secretary of the Treasury, which I intended to mail at St. Helena, will apprise you of the 
resumption of my labors. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 








V. M. GARESCHE. 


Errata in the receiver’s journal. 


No. 

656. 158.2 E. should be 1 N. 2 E. 
625. $101 12 should be $101 023. 
601. 99 974 should be 99 177. 


Register’s books. 


There was in the journal an error in the number of acres ; and in the tract book there was an entry 
omitted. The memorandum has been lost in my translation, during my sickness, from one house to another. 


The receiver of public moneys, Opelousas, Louisiana, tn account current with the United States. 
Dr. 


To balance from last return, dated 30th September last........sseeeeseseeeeesececeeeee $8,629 343 
To sales, per last return, to the 30th October, including certificate 663.......+...+eeee0+. 1,192 332 








$9,821 684 


' Cr. 
By so much in the Opelousas Bank.........-- ee Tree Te eee eT eee Tree Trey 9,151 89 
By notes of the United States’ Bank and branches ..... (bi aatagedecesnes 295 00 
ee et AE I i kd e644 ee Reker eden sees edweses ress sesscases iancace 80 00 


a 


Deficiency .....cceccccccccvcccsccscccccccrccccccvccccccseccsccccssssscses $294 79h 


= 
— 





V. M. GARESCHE. 
Oretousas, Louisiana, October 30, 1833. 


Exisan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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A list of the tracts puid for in full in the office at Opelousas, of which there is no descr ii or a@ partial 


one only, viz: 














L | 
Names. Description. e 
| | E 
K. McCrummen...... | ShCSCHCCREC LOR R RSS SHEEN NSTI RRRO TINS Ces eneeeseneel DR, 
POTEER GIRCERE 2.0) osc swess se cesnsecseccescneecsestscaesvccscees se eseeeees | 2N, 
Alexander Lewis..... | F ractional ee er ere (eivKe pannioeaes ieee | 14 T. 
Warren Buford ...... Eee Sr ner e epee eRe re rere rey ee esdewkioan | 15 
ore Bee Te Tee ere Te Ere Pree rer Ter Te Te eT ee rere a | 15 
Henry Sterling....... Adjacent and back of a tract fronting on Bayou Teche, west | | 14 } 
bank, confirmed by commissioners’ certificate B, No. 2,145) | 13 
Pierre Perdine and oth-, | 
ers, heirs and leg./ | 
PR PONE cl bee K dK sed awe edvesoensseees Sse e eK Sea eheREsweee seeeetee | 15 
do do OR RaRe eres cis eek eeia ep iiuse ener cenninses ‘ease | 15 
Charles Smith........ Phd ae PERK abe OE RSS LNCRLRET NE RE CANE CLADE OEREERE | 7 
— sveasvis COO ee meer errr essere esse eer eset eset eee eseseseseseseeesese! 7 
De. sekesene | -‘ebereeweree PEEL RESRES ELA CURA EERE ARE MERS ES eT eeT ee Te ee | 7 
Agricole Fusilier ..... b PAPAPREEA DEEL Re KOS NEEM RORDOSENREN CORSE RKOEENE peeweews ..| 14 
ee Gels Veter er ee eer re ee ee ‘on eeenwe | 14 
a (hehe |! KARE: HEKEKER ROKR Ra RRO CMS ORERE EDS ice iecebe swede e sewers 14 
Pierre Guidry........ | GMPC RE See Rat eee FREAK SEEMS RARER EERE OED 8 
Robert Rogers ....... Being in the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land ee " 
by the commissioners’ certificate A, No. 1,241..........6. 
ie . Snseens do do B00; Cs cviinsewsires va 3 
eee I ag SUT EEE LETT TT eee {skseenedeees TTC TT TCT eT TT eee ° 9 
665! DSSS KREMKANER VN NO chew wee onde Sense ees eee wees errr e rer | 15 
Daniel Ferguson..... aT TTT Tee Ce Tr eer ey Rr ran re er re eer (acess wal = 
Andrew J. Renois....; Fractional section. LcameKeks [ieenses Vane ineekeews 4N 
cee on eran ee LTCC EE ET CTT TOUTE TE TET CTT TET TET EEL 65 
Maria Louise ........| Situated in Avoyelles, bounded in 1800 by J. Bte. May eux, fils, 
and by Mr. Soileau ........00sse00% (SAS KeTEKETERED ERE 1N. 
Joseph Firmin ....... | weccceseces (ePIC ESERDe neha nak ened 604048 ET TTC Terre ee 1 
caine kn] DECREE ESADEENE Ned 6 OORK EN EARCRAE SOON a0 0 6eR ea Ab ewa seen TS. 
John Casson..... ....| Right bank of Red river, bounded above by Geo. W. Lovelace, 
and below by Josias S. Johnston ..........ccecccecccees 4N, 
John Reeves........ .| On Bayou Yorkley, parish St. Mary, bounded by lands of Lyman 
Harding, of James Lendos, and the heirs of Dartis......... . 14 4 | 
| 3N. 
Clark Barton........ | TE ccetet saree ceennewenbe (ewwwwe reer TT eee Tee 3 
| | 4 
Walter McBride...... | CRACAEET ES CORE EKOELESE NERS EEDA CREE REDE DSR RASH CREW SOK OR SO! 8 5. 
Samuel Owen........ | COW et ASHE COS COC Seb 60 nO bEw eos da ene Seb ees aneenessrenees 6 
i i, Pee errr ee T Teer errr TTT ere err eer eT ere TT TTT Te Tee er eee 2 
James Hayes........! On the right bank of Bayou Teche, bounded below by J. Bte. St.| 
Mark Darby, above by Jean Bte. Degrouse, and on the north) 
| by EE LET ATR 12 
James Furguson ..... | <GERRGCRECUPS ARSC 99s ONO NA ROM dS * Odes DES KH DERE SES OOS S08 3 
ee On eer rere ere eee TTT eT Te Te Tee eee eT Tere eT EET TTT Te ; 3 
Alexander Guillot ....| Bounded north by Jos. Carmouche, south by Hippolita Jofirion, 
| and east by Jos Joffrion Av oyelles, TTT TT TT Tee Tee 2 
PE cci.l KheddeEKSRODE ERED LEREN CRSA TAKS END ONN4 REO EES OS paw Wen b | 3 
‘| 1(258. 
George Huison...... | iii caine cided ent hc leeds dead | 
Jos. L. B. Fontenot... In Prairie Tagutaigue, between the land of John Chapman and, 
TO POE coc crccdsseverevasacwwess Seeesteneereeene D 
The heirs of Gabriel 
Martin ...........| On the left bank of Bayou Rapide, between the lands of Innis 
Og ewer Ter errr TT rT TT Tre rT Teer 4 
Francis A. Binnum ...| On Red river about a mile above the mouth of Bayou Rapide. . 4 
WON POR soscsesees | PhebSeeFS CME SEWN ER RRERNAR ENN ONTEO DERE OSs err er ‘ 3 
ei ec OT TT OO T  TOEE CTT TET TE CT TT COTTE CTCL TTT S. 
John Reeves ........ About two miles N. W. from the town of F ranklin, on the Bayou 
Yorkley, adjoining another pre-emption of the claimant. ..... 14 
Anaclet Broussard....| At the end of the land claimed by David Babineau, and between 
Jean C. Guilbeau and other lands of the claimant........... s. 
John Welborn ....... On the right bank of Vermillion river, about three miles below; 
Perry’s bridge ...... sinners Pere tr errr rer eT TTT eT TC eee 13 
Joseph Savoy........ > In the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land fronting on the 
Bayou Bourbeux, confirmed by the commissioners’ certificate 
A, No. 1,010, to Bte. Stelly, for 10 arpens front, of which the 
| claimant is part owner in the Grand Coteau............ seas} 7 
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ON THE CONDITION OF LAND OFFICES, ETC. 











List of tracts, &e.—Continued. 





| | | 
— : + 
Names. Description. lei ¢ 
| } Ee | es 
| | o | 8 
| le | = 
AIO | — 








| | 
Jean Bte. Stelly......; In the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land fronting on the| 
Bayou Bourbeux, in the Grand Coteau, confirmed by ‘the com- 
missioners’ certificate A, No. 1,010, to Bte. Stelly for 10 
arpens front, of which the claimant is part owner..........+| 7 4 
Michael Stelly....... In the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land fronting on the 
| Bayou Bourbeux, in the quarter of the Grand Coteau, con-' 
firmed to the claimant for 6 arpens front to 40 deep by the| 
| commissioners’ certificate A, 1,188....0sseccsccccccessecee! 7 4 
Michael Stelly .......) In the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land fronting on Bayou | 
Bourbeux, in the quarter of ‘the Grand Coteau, and confirmed | 
by commissioners’ certificate A, 1,009, for 6 arpens front, to 
John Bte. Stelly, of which the claimant is part owner .......; 7 | 4 
Magdeline Ritter, wi- | | 
dow of Jean Bte., | | 
Stelly........+....) In the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land of 6 arpens front! 
| on the Bayou Bourbeux, in the quarter of the Grand Coteau, | 
| confirmed to Jean Bte. Stelly, by the commissioners’ certificate 








| . 
A, 1,009, of which she is part ON 65k enadisveneewess| -t |. S 
re a ere ee eT ee ee ee re i en 








Extracted from an ‘account current book ‘opened by Mr. Valentine King. 
V. M. GARESCHE. 
Ore.ovsas, November 20, 1833. 


A list of those tracts which are supposed to have been paid for, but receipts of which have not yei been presented. 








] | 

Acres. | Nos. of | Names. Description. Town- | Range. 
| the app. | | ship. 
| 





43 Francis Theroit........ | Adjacent to, and back of, a tract of land on Bayou Tortue, parish 
St. Martin, confirmed for 11 arpens front, by 40, by commissioners’ 
OOTHACALETB ING. 1558 ocac:cc csitic ccctiescvestessioncecse ‘éeveene 4 Lk Be 6 E. 
30.25 | 61 Honore Carlin ......+++ | Adjacent to, and back of, a tract of land on the Bayou Sale or Marm, 
parish of St. Mary’s, confirmed to Bte. Verdine by commissioners’ 
| | certificate B, number 1,570, for 14 arpens front by 5deep.. .--- | 15 10 
Legal representatives of | Adjacent to, and back of, a tract of land on Bayou Carancrow, parish 
Francois Guilland. of St. Martin’s, confirmed for a front of 4 arpens by 40 deep, to 
Francois Guilland, by the commissioners’ certificate A, No. 2,164, 
being part Of A tracts .sccccse cscccccecccccsaciecceseccescecccs | 8 4 
41 85 William Justice .....+- | In the rear of, and adjacent to, a tract of land on Bayou Robert, of 
which the claimant is owner, confirmed to William Wiley, sr., by 
commissioners’ certificate B, No. 343=$20 paid on account, Ist 
June, 1822....+- Slawigiaioratele- sis ecelele cieeinnin es AGlel ee. ehegueteceeeeee AN. 1 W. 
Francois Lelu ......-++ | Adjacent to, and back of, a tract of land confirmed for 7 arpens front, 
by 40 deep, on Bayou Petite Anse, by commissioners’ certificate 
Oe iss isbinckciniintinenincuasnwe | BR 3h 
Jos. Paul Thibeaudeau | Adjacent to, and back of, a tract of land confirmed to the claimant | 
by commissioners’ certificate B, No. 2,047 ..ssesceececcecceeces | 9 6 
126 | Joseph Latiolais.....-. | Adjacent to, and back of, a tract of land on Bayou Vermillion, parish 
ee Martin's, confirmed by commissioners’ certificate B, No. 2,252, 

o Nicholas Provost, for 10 arpens front by 40 deep . reer 
proses to, and back of, a tract of land on the left eit of Bay ou 
Vermillion, parish of, St. Martin’s, confirmed to Nicholas Provost 

) for 8 arpens front by 40 deep, by commissioners’ certificate B, No. 


298.40 | 
| 
} 
| 


130 55 











64 | 104 





167.50 | 111 


50 do arr: 

















| 2,049. coer eccees Poem meee eres ee eeee eee eEEH SETS HHHH HESS OE EEEE 





Vv. M. GARESCHE. 


OpELovusas, Louisiana, November 10, 1833. 


A list of the furniture belonging to the United States now in the office of the register at Opelousas, Louisiana. 


One common wood press, with compartments for books and papers ....eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeereee $15 
The receiver transacts his business in the register’s office. The register wants another press like 
the above; a large table from 12 to 16 dollars. The receiver wants an iron chest; the bank refusing to 
take in deposit, often, such paper as he is obliged to receive. ; 
V. M. GARESCHE. 


Ore.ousas, Louisiana, December 3, 18383. 
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[No. 1259. 








New Orteans, January 6, 1834, 
Sir: I have the honor of remitting you a copy of my report of the examination of the land office in 
St. Helena, Louisiana, the original of which has been addressed to the Commissioner of the Genera] 
Land Office; and also a second report for Opelousas. 
; 8 " 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE, 


Honorable R. B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Sr. Herena, La., December 30, 1833. 


Sir: On the 24th inst. I arrived at this place. I wrote immediately to Mr. P. Childress, the receiver 
who was then at Covington, desiring his presence at the office. This gentleman arrived on the morning 
of the 28th, and the examination commenced forthwith. Mr. C., however, left me next morning, having 
to make his deposit at New Orleans, and fearing that the rains which had prevailed for a long time, and 
which now redoubled in violence, should stop all conmunication. My examination was continued next 
day (Sunday, ) till very late in the night, and concluded. Mr. Childress not having brought his funds 
with him, I could not test the accuracy of the balance of his account. I have stated none myself, since 
it would have been a mere repetition of the one he has forwarded, and which is duly entered in journal 
and ledger. 

The two officers kept their offices under the same roof. The papers are carefully put up and labeled, 
and receiver’s journal and ledger neatly written; not so the register of receipts—that might have had 
more care bestowed upon it. The register’s journal and ledger I did not find in the office. The plats are 
not made up into books, and not even pasted on canvas. The practice in this office, is to consider a 
fractional, less than 80 acres, as equal in point of privilege, when entered, to a quarter-quarter section, 

The absence of one of the officers, and the resignation of the other, has prevented me from taking 
an account of the furniture. 

A list of the errata is below; amongst those is one that requires particular attention; it is contained 
in certificate No. 180. Application No. 180 was made for a whole fractional section, containing 179.89 
acres, and amounting to $224.86}; it was so entered originally in all the books of both offices. Subse- 
quently the alteration in the number of acres was made in some of the books, and that in the sum was 
made in all—19.89 acres, $24.861, being substituted for the original figures. The cause appears to be 
this: in making the entry on the tract books, they found that an individual had already entered 160 acres 
of that same tract; therefore after entering the 179.89 acres, it was altered to the quantity necessary to 
make up the balance. The first entry, bearing date 6th November, 1829, was made by Matthew J. Neely; 
but, on reference to the register of certificates, I saw the sale made to Neely marked ‘“‘illegal, and not 
confirmed.” If so, Walker Aills, the last applicant, becomes entitled to the whole section, and the altera- 
tion is erroneous. The whole transaction might perhaps have been elucidated at once, had I (but I 
thought of it too late), perused Mr. Penn, the receiver’s account, and ascertained if Mr. J. Neely had 
had his money returned. If the error does exist, it will throw $200 more to the debit of Mr. Penn, and 
his account will stand thus: 


Balance on the 30th June, 1833, as per ledger ........cccccccccccccccccccvccccccccecs $728 044 
eg gg eee OTT Tee Tree eT eee TT PTT TERETE ETE COLE E TTT eT 200 00 
Sales No. 185, 186, 187, entered in the journal, but not in the ledger, and amounting 

together tO ...cccccccccsscccccccccvcsccsessovcsesssesecersvesccsesevecsesese 300 65 


$1,228 694 


Contra. 
W¢ 
12 


By his and the register’s salary from Ist to July,.....ceccececescccsccccccevccceees 7 


$1,220 974 


—_———— 





Another subject to which I beg leave to draw your attention, is this: The last sales made in this 
office are to John Kellian of this parish. By referring to the plat you will find that the section has been 
so subdivided by the surveyors, that a front of about one mile on a navigable stream, without a corres- 
ponding depth, has been made into one lot, reducing, of course, to nothing the value of the lands in the 
rear, which consisting, as I believe, of pine woods, and deprived of a front on the river, must forever be 
unsalable, inasmuch as the object of the purchaser being to sell wood to the steamboats which go up for 
the purpose, will, after exhausting the stock on his land, depredate on those belonging to the United 
States. All these pine lands situate on water courses are valuable not only for the above object, but 
also for the making of pitch and tar, which sell very advantageously in New Orleans, say the latter at 
fifty to seventy-five cents the five-gallon keg. Steam saw-mills might also be erected, and find a very 
good market in New Orleans. The poverty of the soil is no obstacle to these undertakings. Public 
rumor states, that one, Alexander Lee, owns in township 7, range 9 east, a tract of land (surveyed in the 
name of widow May), said to contain six hundred acres, but which, comprising a large bend of the water 
course on which it is situated, does actually contain upwards of seventeen hundred, the survey being 
incorrect. 

The frequent absence of Mr. Penn whilst he held his commission gave general dissatisfaction; it is 
therefore to be lamented that he should stand candidate for Congress; for, as he has made himself unpopu- 
lar by his negligence, it is likely we shall suffer another defeat there, he being the Jackson candidate. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 


Exwan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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Errata in the receiver’s office. 
Register of receipts: 
No. 171. $182 should be $180. 


180. S24. 89 should be $224.864. 
181. Parish East Feliciana should be East Baton Rouge. 


Journal: 
No. 180. 19.89 acres, $24.86}, should be 179.89 acres, $224.86}. 
181. Jeptha Vining of East Feliciana, should be ‘of East Baton Rouge. 
197. Omitted the words “section No. 20.” 
904. Section No. 5. should be section No. 6. 
1833. June 30. Page 46, the amount of public lands sold, which is here made to amount to $623. 83} 
from the error in No. 180, should be $823.83 2. 
1832. December 31. Cash new account to old nice $318.22}, should be $705.56. 


Ledger : 


1833. March 31. Cash account balance, $363.015, should be $363.023. 
1833. March 31. United States balance, $363.01}, should be $363.02} 


Errata in the register’s office. 


Register of certificates: 
No. 171. $182 should be $180. 
No. 172. 40 acres, $50, should be 40.05 acres, $50.06}. 
Tract books: 
No. 180 is entered for 17.89 acres, when it should be 179.89. 
Nos. 191, 192, 194, 195, not entered. 
Plats not found: 
Township 4, range 1 E.; township 4, range 3 E.; township 4, range 2 E.; township 2, range 3 E.; town- 


ship 9, range 13 E.; township 7, range 14 K.; tow nship | 4, range 2 W. 





Orexousas, Louisiana, December 15, 1833. 


Sir: Since writing my report of the 3d instant, I have discovered that the quarterly balances in the 
receiver's ledger disagree .d with his memoranda in the margin of his journal, the difference being $72.89}. 
That sli havi ing gone to New Orleans to make his deposit, left me without the means of ascertaining 
the origin of this discrepancy; ; and, indeed, had he been present, I do not know that I would have derived 
any advantage from it, as he had preserved no copy of his returns, but merely stated with a pencil the 
amount of the balance in the margin of his journal. Deprived of the facilities of discovering where the 
error lies, 1 transmit you a copy of his cash account as it stands in the ledger, beginning where its 
balance disagrees with that of the returns, and leaving off where that error is constituted, and runs 
without any diflerence through all the subsequent balances to the present day. This difference proceeds 
either from inaccurate additions, or from some item in his returns not entered in his journal. 

The receiver who lived in the country has taken a house in town, to which he is moving. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 


Enian Waywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington. 


The receiver of public moneys at Opelousas, Louisiana, in general account current with the United States, 








Dr. 
1830. June 30. To balance from the ledger corresponding with that of the return dated this 
CRKG bed ed ee neadnss len ee aioe ihhnd Wake OREO weed sscceeee. $1,208 463 
Sept. 30. Sales of public lands for this last quarter . eee rrr ry essrisressresces SRP SS 
Dec. 31. Sales of public lands for this last quarter ............ cece eee sesseeese - 5,480 324 
1831. Mar. 31. Sales of public lands for this last quarter ........... $a0o es errr eee 5,245 174 
June 30. Sales of public lands for this last quarter .........+. eee sees sees seseee 4,856 182 
1830. Oct. 8. Received from the legal representatives of John Acres, in full, for lot 3, 
sect. 21, township 14 south, range 2 east . coc ceecccrecerccceees 34 TT 
$19,412 73 
1831. June 30. To balance as per receiver’s ledger....... coccccscccccccccsccccccccess 9,143 82} 


To balance of the receiver’s return, ‘dated this day, as pera | pencil mark 
memoranda found on the margin of the journal.......seeeeeeeeeeeees 9,070 93 





72 89} 

















































































PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1959 
Cr. 
1830. Sept. 30. By salary paid the Officers ....... cesses cece ccecsncecececesreceeens $250 00 
By commission paid register on $2,637.80, sales of public lands.......... 26 871 
By commission paid receiver on $2,637.80 accounted for........eeeeeeees 26 31k 


Dec. 30. By 7 certificates of forfeited land stock, together... ....ceeceeeceeeeceees 135 66 
31. By salary paid the Officers. ......cccccccccccccccscccvscscscecceccecs 250 00 


By register’s commission on $5,430.32}, sales of public lands........... . 54 30 
By receiver’s commission on $5,430.32 accounted for. .......seeeeeeeees 54 30 
By inkstand and twine for the use of the register......ceeeeeeeeseceeees 1 25 
1831. Jan. 31. Deposited in the United States’ Branch Bank at New Orleans............ 7,600 00 
Mar. 31. By four certificates of forfeited land stock, together..........eeeeeeeeees 320 00 
By stationery bought of B. Levy for the register. ........ceeecceeeeeees 64 371 
1831. Mar. 31. Paid B. Levy for binding register’s reports.......cccccccccccccecvcsces 2 50. 
Salary paid the officers. ......cccessccccccscccscccevccsccvscsesscsecs 250 00 
Paid the register’s commission on $5,245.174, sales of public lands........ 52 45 
Paid the receiver’s commission on $5,245.174 accounted for........eeeeee. 52 45 
June 30. Paid for three certificates of forfeited land stock, together............... 181 75 
Paid the OMICEH’S GRIATY.. 2. occ ccrcccsccwsrcvecccvvssesesecseseseees 250 00 
By register’s commission on $4,856.18, sales of public lands............ 48 56 
By receiver’s commission on $4,856.18 accounted for......eeee eee eeeees 48 56 
By balance as per ledger. .sseeceeeeeeerereeseeeeeceececceecececeeees 9,143 82h 


$19,412 73 


a 

—_ 

= 
—— 


V. M. GARESCHE, 
Oretovsas, Louisiana, December 15, 1833. 





New Oreans, January 20, 1834. 


Sir: I beg leave to lay before you a copy of my correspondence with James B. Hullin, Esq., cashier 
of the Mechanics’ and Traders’ Bank of this city, on the subject of making that institution a depository 
for public moneys accruing from the land offices. The proposed arrangement offers so many advantages 
that it is to be wished it might be speedily carried into effect. Unable to appreciate, but with due re- 
spect, however, for the motives which conduced to the present choice, it is with much diffidence that I 
submit my views on the subject, overstepping, as I do, the limits assigned to me in my instructions as 
examiner of land offices. The economy resulting to government from the proposed plan in reducing the 
traveling expenses of the depositor is one of the least advantages to be obtained. You are certainly 
aware of the danger attending an officer, who, being periodically known to absent himself for the purpose 
of making his deposits, may one day be waylaid and robbed. Why the attempt has not yet been made 
is to me a matter of surprise. It is true that the risk falls upon the officer ; but does it not behoove 
government to afford him as much security as possible? The communication between both banks of the 
river at certain times becomes impossible ; the sickness, too, that prevails at New Orleans during the 
summer months is a great subject of terror. Public moneys, meanwhile, accumulate in the hands of the 
receiver, and may inspire criminal temptations. 1 know that an officer gave once as an excuse for not 
having made his obligatory deposit, the fever that was then raging in New Orleans. He was answered 
that, fever or no fever, the government required him to comply with his duty. But it is probable that, in 
similar circumstances, his conduct would not be different ; because it is supposed that life is a paramount 
consideration. Now, if from motives of interest and convenience we pass to those of a political nature, 
the reasons are still more urgent. The Commercial Bank is in the hands of our worst enemies : it is pre- 
sided by Mr. Clay’s brother-in-law, and the Union Bank has for a leading director Mr. Poindexter’s son- 
in-law. These moneyed institutions exercise indirectly a great influence during elections ; for all banks 
have now been converted into political engines, and we, by the existing arrangement, furnish our enemies 
with additional weapons. The Mechanics’ and Traders’ Bank, which I now recommend, is, on the con- 
trary, a republican institution, got up to rescue the honest mechanic from the grasp of the opposition, 
and grant him facilities which he can enjoy without the sacrifice of his elective franchise. The Mechanics’ 
and Traders’ Bank has two millions capital, the Commercial Bank three, but the obligation on the part of 
the latter to furnish the city with water, an enterprise which it is said will cost them one million of dol- 
lars and upwards, and whose advantages are very doubtful, reduce the capital of both banks to the same 
level. 

Vidalia being on the western bank, opposite Natchez, would receive the deposits of the office at 
Little Rock, whilst Opelousas would receive those of the offices at Washington, Arkansas, Ouachita, and 
Opelousas. 

I remit you, herewith, a copy of their constitution: you will see that there is a clause, (the 14th 
section, ) which makes directors liable in their private capacities for any excess of issues over the amount 
stipulated by the charter. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Hon. R. B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Copy of a letter addressed to James B. Hullin, Esq., cashier of the Mechanics’ and Traders’ Bank. 


New Orveans, January 13, 1834. 


Sir: My motive for addressing you is, that the conversation we had on the 7th instant should be 
fully understood by all parties, so that it might be submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury in some- 
what of an official shape. 
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It is necessary that I should again repeat that the contemplated arrangement does not form part of 

instructions, nor am I authorized to propose it. But the advantages it will offer to the land offices 
on the western bank of the river Mississippi, and the saving which must therefore result to government, 
inspire a well-grounded hope that the change may be effected. However, of the motives which led the 
Secretary of the Treasury to choose the Commercial Bank for his deposits I am not qualified to judge: 
they might be such as to postpone the accomplishment of our plan, or lay it aside altogether. 

The necessary condition on your part, in receiving the public moneys, would be that all deposits 
made either at Opelousas or Vidalia should be credited to the United States at New Orleans as soon as a 
certificate to that effect from the cashier would reach you through the receiver of the land office. If this 
has been our understanding, be pleased to acknowledge it, otherwise correct the errors of my memory. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


my 


V. M. GARESCHE. 





Copy of a note addressed to V. M. Garesche, by James B. Hullin, Esq., cashier of the Mechanics’ and 
Traders’ Bank at New Orleans. 


New Orteans, January 17, 1834. 


Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note under date of the 13th instant, in 
which you make the inquiry, whether the institution would engage to become the depository for the 
receipt of funds accruing from the receivers of public moneys, or other fiscal agents of the United States’ 
Government, on the other side of the Mississippi river? In reply, 1 am directed to inform you that this 
institution will receive such deposits at its branches at Opelousas and Vidalia, and will pass the same 
to the credit of the government at the mother bank here, on a notice given of said deposit by letter. 

And I am further instructed to say that the Mechanics’ and Traders’ Bank will perform the said 
service free of any charge. 


I am, very respectfully, JAMES B. HULLIN. 


A true copy: 
V. M. Garescue. 





Charter of the Mechanics’ and Traders’ Bank of New Orleans. 
AN ACT to incorporate the Mechanics’ and Traders’? Bank of New Orleans. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of Louisiana in Gene- 
ral Assembly convened, That Messrs. Jedediah Leeds, James M’Kenna, John Wilcox, Maurice Cannon, 
Nicholas Sinnott, James B. Hullin, Jesse Cowand, John D, Bein, Maunsel White, Evariste Blanc, James 
Hopkins, John G. Greeves, George W. White, Maurice Pizetta, Claude Gurlie, and Correjolles, jr., and 
their present and future associates, successors and assigns, be, and they are hereby ordained, constituted, 
and declared to be from, and immediately after the passage of this act, and from time to time, and until 
the second Tuesday in April, which will be in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and fifty-three, a 
body corporate and politic, in fact and in name, by the style and title of the ‘“ Mechanics’ and Traders’ 
Bank of New Orleans;”’ and by that name, they and their successors until that day shall and may have 
continual succession, and shall be persons in law capable of suing and being sued, pleading and being 
impleaded, answering and being answered unto, defending and .\being defended, in all courts and places 
whatsoever, and that they and their successors may have a common seal, and may change and alter the 
same at pleasure; and, also, that they and their successors, by the same name and style, shall be in law 
capable of holding, purchasing, and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use of said corpora- 
tion: provided, nevertheless, and it is hereby further enacted, that the lands, tenements and hereditaments 
which it shall be lawful for the said corporation to hold, shall be only such as shall be requisite for its 
immediate accommodation in relation to the convenient transaction of its business, or such as shall have 
been “bona fide” mortgaged to it by way of security, or conveyed to it in satisfaction of debts previously 
contracted in the course of its dealings, or purchased at sales upon judgments which shall have been 
obtained for such debts. And, provided further, that it shall not be lawful for the said corporation directly 
or indirectly to deal or trade in buying or selling any goods, wares, merchandise, or commodities what- 
soever; or buying and selling any stock created under any act of the United States, or any particular 
State, unless in selling the same when truly pledged by way of security for debts due to the said 
corporation. 

Sec. 2. Be it further enacted, &c., That the stock of the said corporation shall be two millions of 
dollars, and that the shares of said company shall be fifty dollars each. 

Sec. 3. Be it further enacted, &c., That thirty days after the promulgation of this act, subscriptions 
for the capital of said company shall be opened at New Orleans under the superintendence of the com- 
missioners, or a major part of them, appointed by this act, and shall continue open every day from the 
time of opening the same, Sundays excepted, between the hours of ten o’clock in the morning until 
two o’clock in the afternoon, for the term of twenty days: the directors, or a majority of them shall 
immediately thereafter proceed to take an account of the subscriptions, and, if any more than the amount 
of two millions shall have been subscribed, the said directors shall deduct the amount of such excess 
from the largest subscription, in such a manner as that no subscription shall be reduced in amount while 
any one remains larger; and in case of such deduction, the said directors shall cause the lists of such 
apportioned subscriptions to be made out, that the subscribers may thereby ascertain the number of 
shares apportioned to them respectively; but in case five thousand shares be not subscribed during the 
twenty days, the books shall remain open until five thousand shares shall be subscribed; at that time the 
bank may go into operation, and the books remain open until the whole stock is subscribed for: the time 
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when, and the house where the subscription books will be opened, shall be advertised by the board of 
directors, in English and French, in at least two of the newspapers published in the city of New Orleans 
for twenty days previous to opening the same. ; 

Sec. 4. Be it further enacted, &c., That subscriptions by citizens domiciliated in any of the parishes 
in which the branch of this bank at Opelousas is authorized to make loans, for three hundred thousand 
dollars of the capital of said company, shall be opened at Opelousas, in the parish of St. Landry, thirty 
days after the promulgation of this act, under the superintendence of Guy H. Bell, Alphonse Desmare 
Jonathan Harris, John L. Garrett, and Adolphe Garrigues Flaujac, or the major part of them, and shall 
continue open every day from the time of opening the same, Sundays excepted, between the hours of ten 
o’clock, A. M., until two o’clock, P. M., for the term of twenty days. The said commissioners, or a 
majority of them, shall immediately thereafter proceed to take an account of the subscription, and if any 
more than the amount of three hundred thousand dollars shall have been subscribed, the said commis- 
sioners shall deduct the amount of such excess from the largest subscriptions, in such a manner as that 
no subscription shall be reduced in amount while any one remains larger; and in case of such deduction, 
the said commissioners shall cause lists of such apportioned subscriptions to be made out, that the sub- 
scribers may thereby ascertain the number of shares apportioned to them respectively. The time when 
and the house where the subscription books will be opened, shall be advertised by said commissioners, 
in English and French, in the Alexandria Gazette, the Opelousas Gazette, and Teche Courier, for twenty 
days previous to opening the same. 

Sec. 5. Be it further enacted, &c., That in case the whole of said sum of three hundred thousand 
dollars is not subscribed for on the books at Opelousas, that then, at the expiration of thirty days, the 
books shall, by the commissioners aforesaid, be transmitted to the directors in New Orleans, and the 
remainder of the said sum shall be placed on the books in the city, to be subscribed for under the super- 
intendence of the directors. 

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, &c., That the State treasurer shall be authorized to subscribe for the 
State for any number of shares not exceeding in the whole the sum of one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, for the payment of which he is hereby authorized to apply any money in the treasury not other- 
wise appropriated; and that said bank or company shall loan the State the amount so subscribed by it, 
(if required,) at the rate of five per cent per annum on the bonds of the State, executed by the State 
treasurer, and approved by the governor, payable to the bank at such time, and in such amounts, not 
exceeding one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, as the treasurer and governor may think advisable. 
And further, that the Mechanies’ Society of New Orleans shall have the right to subscribe for, and to 
hold, any number of shares not exceeding ten thousand dollars, any law to the contrary notwithstanding, 

Sec. 7. Be it further enacted, dc., That the amount of shares to be subseribed for, shall be paid for 
as follows, viz. upon each and every share at the time of subscribing five dollars, and the residue thereof 
shall be paid in such installments, and at such times, as may be required by the president and directors 
of said company: provided, that no more than five dollars on each share shall be demanded at any one 
time, and that the whole amount of its capital be paid in at the expiration of two years from the passage 
of this act; and provided also, that at least thirty days’ notice shall be given of such requisition in at 
least two newspapers published in the city of New Orleans, and in one of the newspapers published in 
Alexandria, Natchitoches, Opelousas, Monroe, St. Martinsville, and Franklin, if any be there published, 
in English and French; and if any such subscriber shall fail or neglect to pay any installment thus 
required to be paid up to the one-half of the amount of each share, for the period of ten days next after 
the same shall become due and payable, the stock on which it is demanded shall be forfeited to the com- 
pany, and a new subscription shall be opened to make up such deficient shares, or the company may sell 
the same in order to complete the whole number of shares: and that no stockholder shall be entitled to 
a dividend whilst in arrears for any portion of the stock which may have been required to be paid in. 

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, dc., That the privilege of subscribing for two hundred thousand dollars 
of said stock shall be exclusively given to the mechanics of this State, and that books shall be opened to 
receive such subscriptions for three days prior to their being opened for the general subscribers: but, in 
the event of the whole or any part of it hot being taken during that time, it shall then be placed on the 
general subscription book, and be taken up as specified in section three of this act; the stock so sub- 
scribed for under the privileges given to the mechanics of this State shall not be transferable for one 
year, nor until the whole amount of the stock shall be paid in, and that no one shall be permitted to avail 
himself of the benefits of the privilege hercin granted, without furnishing proof to the commissioners or 
directors of the trade or calling in virtue of which he claims the privilege of subscribing. 

Sec. 9. Be it further enacted, &e., That the stock, property, and affairs, of said bank, shall be man- 
aged and conducted by thirteen directors, (who shall be citizens of this State, and holders of twenty 
shares of the stock,) and of which the secretary of state and the president of the Mechanics’ Society of 
New Orleans for the time being, shall be (ex-oflicio) directors; and it is further enacted, that Jedediah 
Leeds, James McKenna, John Wilcox, Maurice Cannon, Nicholas Sinnott, James B. Hullen, Jesse Cow- 
and, John D. Bein, Maunsel White, Evariste Blanc, James Hopkins, John G. Greeves, and George W. 
White, shall compose the first direction, beginning at the passing of this charter, and ending on the first 
Monday of February, 1834; and that, from and after the first appointment of directors, that an annual 
election for eleven directors shall be held at the banking house on the first Monday in each January; and 
public notice shall be given by the directors then in office, not Jess than thirty days previous to the time 
of holding such elections, by an advertisement to be inserted in at least two of the newspapers, in English 
and French, printed in the city of New Orleans, and the said election shall be made by such of the said 
stockholders of the said corporation as shall attend for that purpose, whether in person or by proxy: 
provided, that no person or persons shall be entitled to vote on any share which shall not have been held 
by them three calendar months previous to the said election being held. The number of votes to each 
stockholder shall be according to the number of shares he shall hold, in the proportions following: that 
is, for each and every share not more than twenty, one vote ; for every five shares above twenty, and not 
exceeding one hundred, one vote; and for every ten shares above one hundred, one vote; provided, that 
no person, copartnership or corporation, shall be entitled to a greater number than two hundred votes in 
person, hor by proxy a greater number than three hundred votes; and that no person or persons shall 
vote by proxy who shall be in the city at the time, or within ten miles thereof, except female minors or 
persons interdicted; and provided further, all elections for directors shall be by ballot, and the eleven 
persons who shall have the greatest number of votes shall be directors; provided, at least five of the 
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leven are mechanics, or traders engaged in vending exclusively the productions of the mechanies of this 
State; and if five of the eleven highest are not mechanics or traders as aforesaid, the five who are mechan- 
ies or traders as aforesaid SO voted for at the said election having the greatest number of votes, shall be 
declared duly elected directors of said bank; and six other stockholders having the greatest number of 
votes shall also be considered as duly elected directors; and if it shall happen at any election that two or 
more persons have an equal number of votes, then the said directors in office at the time of such election, 
or a majority of them, shall proceed to ballot, and by a plurality of votes determine which of the said per- 
sons so having an equal number of votes shall be the director or directors for the ensuing year, so as to 
complete the whole direction, who shall take their seats at the board upon the first Monday of February 
jn each year; and so soon as may be thereafter shall proceed to elect, by ballot, one of their number to 
be president, who shall receive such compensation for his extraordinary services to said company as the 
directors may deem reasonable, but that no director shall be entitled to any emolument whatever. 

Sec. 10. Be it further enacted, dc., That if any director shall remove out of this State, or cease to be 
a stockholder, his office shall be considered as vacant; and wheneyer any vacancy or vacancies shall hap- 
yen among the directors by death, resignation, or otherwise, such yacancy or vacancies shall be filled for 
the remainder of the year in which they shall happen, by such person or persons as the remainder of the 
directors for the time being, or a majority of them, shall appoint; provided, however, that two partners 
shall not be eligible at the same time as directors of said company, nor shall a director of any bank, or his 
partner, be a director of this company; and further, that if any director, or the cashier, shall fail or become 
insolvent after his election or appointment, he shall thereby become incapable to serve in that capacity, 
and his place shall be supplied in the manner prescribed by this section and the 9th of this act. 

Sec. 11. Be it further enacted, d&c., That in case it should any time happen that an election for direc- 
tors should not be made on any day when pursuant to this act it should have been made, the said corpora- 
tion shall not for that cause be deemed to be dissolved, but it shall and may be lawful to hold such election 
on such other day, not exceeding twenty days, of which public notice shall be given; and until such 
election be made, the directors and president of said company for the time being shall continue in office. 

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, dc,, That a majority of the directors for the time being, the president 
to be one, shall constitute a board for the transaction of business, (discounts excepted,) and for discounts 
not less than five directors, of whom the president to be one, shall constitute a board. A majority of the 
directors shall have power to make and prescribe such by-laws, rules and regulations, not repugnant to 
the Constitution or laws of the United States, or of this State, as to them shall appear needful and proper, 
and shall have the power of appointing so many officers, clerks, and assistants for carrying on the said 
business, and with such salaries and allowances, as to them may seem meet. 

Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, éc., That no transfer of the stock of said corporation ‘shall be valid or 
effectual until such transfers shall be entered or registered in a book or books to be kept for that purpose; 
and further, that no transfer or transfers shall take place before two installments on each and every share 
to be transferred shall have been paid; and that no power given to transfer any shares of the capital stock 
on which the said installments have not been paid, shall be valid for the purpose of transferring such shares. 

Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, dc., That the debts due from said company shall never exceed twice 
the amount of its capital paid in, exclusive of sums due on account of deposits, nor shall there be due to 
it at once more than twice of its capital paid in: in case of such excess, the directors under whose admin- 
istration it shall happen shall be liable for the same in their separate and priyate capacities; but this 
shall not be construed to exempt the said corporation, or any estate, real or personal, which they may 
hold as a body corporate, from also being Hable for, and charged with, such excess; but such of the said 
directors who shall have been absent when the said excess was contracted, or who may have dissented 
from the resolutions or act whereby the same was contracted, shall not be liable; provided further, that 
nothing in the by-laws, rules, and regulations of the said corporation, shall ever be so construed as to 
prevent any director from making known to the general assembly, the governor, or the attorney general 
of this State, any violation of this act on the part of the board of directors of the said bank. , 

Sec. 15. Be it further enacted, &c., That the bills obligatory and of credit under the seal of the said 
corporation, which shall be made to any person whatever, shall be assignable by endorsement thereupon 
under the hand of such person or his assignee; and all bills or notes which may be issued by order of the 
said corporation for the payment of money to any person whatever, or his order, or to bearer, though not 
under the seal of the said corporation, in like manner, and with the like force and effect, as upon any pri- 
vate person if made by him, and shall be assignable or negotiable as if made by such private person; 

provided, however, that no such bill or note shall be made or issued of a less sum than five dollars. 

Sec. 16. Be it further enacted, &e,, That the cashier, clerks, and other officers who may be appointed 
by the directors of said company, shall give bond, with one or‘more securities to the satisfaction of the 
said directors, in such sum as the directors may determine, with a condition for the faithful performance 
of their duties to the said company. 

Sec. 17. Be it further enacted, de., That half-yearly dividends shall be made of so much of the profits 
of said company as shall appear to the directors advisable; and once in every three years the directors 
shall lay before the stockholders at a general meeting, for their information, an exact and particular state- 

ment of the affairs of said corporation, and of the surplus profits, if any, after deducting losses and dividends. 
Sec. 18. Be it further enacted, &c., That the president and directors of said company shall keep a book 
in which all the proceedings of the board shall be entered and recorded, as well as the number of votes, 
including the ayes and nays on every question, (when the same shall be demanded by a member of the 
board,) with the names of the voters. Any three or more of the stockholders may, within one month 
preceding each election, examine the said book at a convenient time, on application made by them for 
that purpose to the president or cashier of said company, and the legislature shall have the power at all 
times to appoint a committee to examine the said bank, and all the affairs of the said company—more 
particularly the amount of specie on hand, the amount of its notes in circulation, that of its deposits, and 
that of the debts due to it, for the purpose of ascertaining the true situation of the said company, and to 
report the same to the legislature; who may thereupon call a general meeting of the stockholders to 
consider the said report, and authorize them to remove from office any director or directors, and to appoint 
others in their stead for the residue of the year, 
Src. 19. Be it further enacted, &c., That no more than fifty per cent of the capital paid in shall ever be 
owing to said company on the pledge of its own stock, and no more than four-fifths of the par value of 
any share of the said stock shall be lent by the said company on the pledge of such share. 
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Sec. 20. Be it further enacted, &c., That the said company shall not at any time suspend or refuse 
payment, in current money of the United States, of any of its notes, bills, or obligations, or of any moneys 
received upon deposit by said company; and if the said company shall at any time suspend or refuse 
payment as aforesaid, the holder of any such note, bill, or obligation, or the person or persons entitled to 
demand and receive such moneys as aforesaid, shall be entitled to receive interest thereon from the time 
of such suspension or refusal until the same shall be fully paid, at the rate of ten per centum per annum, 

Sec. 21. Be it further enacted, &c., That an office of discount and deposit shall be established in the 
town of Opelousas, in the parish of St. Landry, with a capital of three hundred thousand dollars, which 
may be loaned on mortgages or negotiable notes to persons residing in the parishes of St. Mary, St. Mar- 
tin, Lafayette, St, Landry, Avoyelles, Rapides, Natchitoches and Claiborne. And for the management of 
said office, the president and directors of the parent bank in New Orleans shall appoint five or seven 
directors, at their discretion, to serve for one year, who shall be citizens of the State, and domiciliated in 
some of the before-mentioned parishes, three of whom shall constitute a quorum to transact business, 
and shall choose from among themselves a president; and shall be subject to all such regulations and 
rules as may be adopted by the board of directors of the mother bank for the government of the said 
office, not inconsistent with the provisions of this charter. 

Src.22. Be it further enacted, &c., That there shall be appointed by the board of directors of the mother 
bank, a cashier for the aforesaid branch, who shall furnish such security as may be required by the bank, 

Sec. 23. Be it further enacted, &c., That at least one hundred and fifty thousand dollars of the capi- 
tal of the aforesaid branch shall be furnished on or before the first day of the month of March, in the 
year eighteen hundred and thirty-four and the remainder in one year thereafter. 

Src. 24. Be it further enacted, &c., That whenever the said office of discount and deposit shall not 
yield in one year after receiving the full amount of its capital, except the first, a net interest of six per 
centum per annum upon the capital invested therein, the said interest may be withdrawn by the mother bank, 

Sec. 25. Be it further enacted, dc., That the said corporation is hereby invested with all the rights 
and privileges usually exercised by a bank, may deal in exchange, discount notes or bills of exchange, 
or drafts, at a rate of interest not exceeding six per cent per annum on all discounts at a lesser date 
than four months, and seven per cent per annum for all discounts of a longer date than four months; 
and further, that the said corporation shall have the like privileges granted to it in making loans 
on mortgage, taking security, and enforcing the payment thereof, as are now accorded by law to the 
Bank of Louisiana, provided, they charge no more than seven per cent per annum; and the cashiers 
of said bank and its branches are respectively authorized to receive and execute acts of pledge of the 
stock of any incorporated company, or of other rights and credits, from any person or persons who may 
borrow money from said bank, and such acts of pledge shall be as solid and binding, and have the same 
force and effect against the persons so borrowing, and all other persons and corporations, as if said acts 
had been made and executed before a notary public. 

Sec. 26. Be it further enacted, dc., That an office of discount and deposit of the said bank shall be 
established at the town of Vidalia, in the parish of Concordia, with a capital of two hundred thousand 
dollars, which sum shall be loaned in the parishes of Concordia, Catahoula, Ouachita, and Carroll, two- 
thirds on mortgage, and one-third on negotiable paper, in proportion to the State tax paid by each of said 
parishes, for three months after the entire capital of said office of discount and deposit shall have been 
received; after which time, any moneys which shall not have been loaned according to such proportions 
of taxes paid, may be loaned without regard to the above rule of distribution; and, for the management 
of the business of said office, the president and directors of the mother bank in New Orleans shall annu- 
ally appoint five directors, three of whom shall form a quorum, at their discretion, and who shall serve 
for one year; the said president and directors shall also appoint a cashier and such other officers as they 
may deem necessary, and may require from thei such security as they may think proper. 

Sec. 27. Be it further enacted, &c., That at least seventy-five thousand dollars of the capital of the 
said office of discount and deposit shall be furnished on or before the first day of March, in the year 
‘eighteen hundred and thirty-four, and the residue of the capital of said office shall be furnished within one 
year thereafter; and in case the said branch shall not, in any one year except the first, after receiving the 
full amount of its capital, pay an interest or profit of six per centum per annum on its capital, then and 
in that case the said branch may be withdrawn by the mother bank. 

Sec, 28. Be it further enacted, dc., That all mortgages given to the said branch bank may be executed 
before the parish judge of the parish in which the property so mortgaged shall be situated, and a certified 
copy thereof shall be forwarded to the mother bank within thirty days after the execution of the same. 

Sec. 29. Be it further enacted, &c., That if any person having obtained a loan from said company, 
secured by mortgage on immovable property, shall apply for, and obtain judicially or otherwise, a respite 
from his creditors, the right to compel payment, by obtaining an order of seizure and sale of the said 
mortgaged property, shall not be thereby impaired or delayed. 

Sec. 30. Be it further enacted, dc., That if any person having obtained a loan from said company, 
secured by mortgage as aforesaid, shall make a surrender of his property to his creditors, the said mort- 
gaged property shall not thereby pass, except upon payment of the debt due to the said company, and 
secured thereon; but it shall be lawful for said company to proceed by an order of seizure and sale 
against the said property, in the same manner as if no surrender had been made; and the surplus only of 
the proceeds of sale, after paying the debt due to said company, interest, damages and costs, shall be 
paid over to the syndies, assignees, or trustees, of the estate of such debtor. 

Sec. 31. Be it further enacted, &c., That the bank shall pay to the State an annual tax of three 
thousand dollars into the treasury in quarterly payments, and shall be exempt from any other tax 
imposed by or under the authority of the State. 

Sec, 32. Be it further enacted, &c., That no person shall be allowed to subscribe for stock in this 
bank but citizens of this State, for thirty days after opening the books of subscription. 

Sec. 33. Be it further enacted, &c., That if more than $200,000 be subscribed under the privilege 
granted in the eighth section of this act, that then such excess shall be reduced to that amount by redu- 
cing the largest subscriptions in such manner as that no subscription shall be reduced in amount whilst 
any one remains larger. 

ALCEE LABRANCHE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
C. DERBIGNY, President of the Senate. 
A. B. ROMAN, Governor of the State of Lowistana. 
Approved April 1, 1833. 
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St. Louts, Mo., June 28, 1833. 
Sir: Pursuant to the instructions of the Commissioners of the General Land Office, I have the honor 
to transmit you a duplicate copy of my report of the examination of the land office in this city. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
Ty are 
V. M. GARESCHE. 
To the Hon. the Secretary oF THE TREASURY. 


Sr. Louis, Io., June 28, 1833. 


Sir: I have this day concluded’ my examination of the land office in this city. I found that the 
balance of public moneys in the hands of the receiver was fourteen hundred and twenty-two dollars and 
six cents, ($1,422.06.) You have at foot a copy of the account I have made out. The several books 
were duly posted, and the office kept with all the neatness that could be wished. An inventory of the 
furniture has been made out, a copy of which I transmit. At the register’s office I also found the books 
posted up to the day, with the exception of the journal; that did not go any farther up than the 6th of 
April last. All the entries were, however, made on the ledger, being taken from the other books. Indeed, 
the journal does not form an indispensable link in the chain of books, being unlike, in that particular, to 
those used by merchants: it is a mere repetition of the register of certificates. Books and papers I found 
in very good order; the township plats were posted on canvas, and bound in four volumes; the entries 
made in a legible manner, and the whole very little injured or defaced by use. The tract books were 
opened in the required form. In some instances, however, I found the series interrupted, an irregularity 
which might have been avoided had they left the necessary blanks for those townships, the surveys of 
which had not been completed. This, of course, throws some confusion into the examination, inasmuch 
as no reference has yet been made to those books and pages where the entries are to be found. In refer- 
ring to your circular of the 25th May, 1831, article 31, I find that, to remedy this defect, it is recom- 
mended to form a special index for each of the tract books. Before reading the paragraph, I had re- 
quested that a marginal note should be made where such vacancies occurred, pointing out to the book 
and page wherein the series had been re-established, which was done partially. This mode, which an- 
swers every purpose, appears to be more simple than the other. I have since, notwithstanding, read the 
article 31 to the register, and he is now left to pursue the course which he deems best calculated to pro- 
mote clearness and dispatch. I must observe that the register and receiver are not in possession of your 
circular of the 25th of May, 1831. It would, perhaps, be proper to send them each a copy. This docu- 
ment, which points out to them their several duties, is of so much importance that I would recommend 
your sending to me a dozen copies at Little Rock, to be distributed to those offices that are without them. 

To enable me, as far as practicable, to ascertain whether the same person had entered more than an 
half quarter section in quarter-quarter sections, (contrary to the interdictions contained in the proviso of the 
act of the 5th of April, 1832,) I have made a list of all those that have in this office entered land in quarter- 
quarter sections; so that, by comparing it with similar lists made in the other offices, I may perhaps dis- 
cover if any fraud of this kind has been committed. The information to that effect received by you, 
arises perhaps from the understanding given to the law by the register. He has submitted to me his 
doubts and perplexities, but I had no authority nor instruction to interfere, and only promised to lay the 
matter before you. 

The practice at this office has been to consider the fractional parts, made so by a water course or 
confirmed grant, as not requiring an affidavit from the purchaser, and not excluding him therefore from 
the privileges granted by the act of the 5th of April, 1832. For instance, can an individual who has 
purchased a fractional part, containing 5 acres more or less, be allowed to enter two quarter-quarter 
sections under the new law? Another question: Can the same individual be allowed to enter as many of 
those fractional parts as will amount to two quarter-quarter sections or 80 acres, admitting that affidavits 
are required for fractional parts? Here is again another case: An individual comes to enter an half 
quarter section, say 80 acres, but some natural obstacle interfering, he, instead of the 80 acres, finds a 
lesser quantity, say 45 acres, must he produce an affidavit, or is this to be considered as an half section 
which leaves him the privilege of two quarter-quarter sections more? If not, what are in a fractional 
half quarter, the quantity of acres that will constitute a quarter-quarter? Is it anything short of 80 
acres? or is the mean between 40 and 80 (say 60 acres), to be assumed? I believe that a case has 
occurred of an application being made to enter the whole of a fractional part containing 66.75 acres, which 
was granted, although the same person had entered two quarter-quarter sections previously. I am afraid 
the whole of this exposition is obscure, and would require being exemplified by diagrams. On these 
different questions, the register has taken the advice of Judge Wash, who has been of opinion that the 
late law was not intended to take away privileges, but to confer new ones; therefore, as under the old 
law a person was allowed to enter as many fractional parts as he chose, the same course must still be 
pursued, and no oath required for the same. 

In making an inventory of the furniture belonging to the United States, in the register’s office, I 
found several articles, the property of the register, in use, and necessary for the preservation of the 
public papers. I have made out a list of them, with the present value thereof; you will decide as to the 
propriety of allowing him the amount. The papers under the credit system are now laying on the floor; 
the register has, he tells me, been allowed to have a box made for them. 

The register lives one mile out of town; he has made it known to the President, and has been assured, 
he says, that it would be no objection to his holding the office. 

Dr. Merrit, the receiver, is now very sick from two attacks of the cholera. He has been elected 
mayor of the city, but his election is contested on the ground that he holds an office under government; 
this matter is now before the Supreme Court. 

It is to be regretted that the two branches of the land office should not be united under the same 
roof. I have been witness how much is lost in going from one office to the other, the officer “having 
himself frequently to accompany the applicants part of the way. The offices now, it is true, are not 
very distant from each other, but were they to change hands, and be placed at the opposite extremities 
of this wide extended town, it would present serious difficulties to the applicants. Why should not the 
land officers be authorized to administer the oaths under the act of the 5th of April, 1833? It would tend 
much to expedite the business. These officers are already invested with certain notarial powers, inas- 
much as an assignment can be made before either of them. 
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Having now completed my examination, T intend to take passage in the steamer Yellowstone, to 
Lexington, from thence to Fayette, and across to Palmyra, By the time T get there, the latter pli wwe will 
be, I hope, sufliciently purified of the cholera, which has committed great ravages there. It is now in 
this place, and increasing every day. 

I am, respec ctfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Exuan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


The receiver of public moneys in St. Louis, Missouri, in account with the United States. 
Dr. 


1833. May 1. To balance of account rendered this day........ epee rT ee ree coce..»- $2,865 99 
June 26. Toso much received since the Ist of April last, and up to the 26th inst., inclusive — 1,431 06 





ee ee 


$4,296 99 


Contra. 
Cr. 
1833. May 28. By paid Charles Keemle, for printing final certificates, 6 quires, at 
Oe MOMS s ois cscs sence ote Oe reer Te eer ee ‘ $9 00 


June 3. By so much deposited in the United States? Bank, to the credit 
of the United States, the certificate of which has been remitted 














to the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury...........6. 865 93 

——— 2,874 93 

Balance in the hands of the register......... e@aciantied re err eee ee re $1,422 06 
Consisting as follows: United States’ Bank notes........ (tiveweeevedsnces 8 SO 
NE 6G eestnanennicass aeeexkene TTT Cre ere, eet ete ee ee ee 2 06 


$1,422 06 


V. M. GARESCHE, 











Sr. Louis, Missouri, June 26, 1833. 


Inventory of the furniture belonging to the receiver's office, at St. Louis, Missouri, June 26, 1858, viz: 


Book-case, with pigeon holes, new, (cherry)..........ccccccecessscoees ee ry ere eT Te $50 00 
Writing desk, (pine) ....... rrTTy TT TT eee Te Tere cee Perret re eee e re . 8 00 
Large writing table, (pine)...............- PP er ere ae ere pokes ce SURE ee ee 5 00 
Small writing table, (walnut). ... 02. ..0.essccsccsees iaenedauke ee Te ree eee eee vets 1 50 
Ne 2 ee rrr re Pre re re ekewee Ree DMR See eee 6 00 
Two old ones, at 374 cents..............00. eee ere ar peMbes keen es errs ere rere 15 
One strong box, wood, iron bound, not in use...... eee Tr ore T ee err eT Te ii sen fee 
One flat rule, 63 cents; round ditto, 62 cents; inkstand............ cies < du Ca Aas wna 1 75 
Sand box, 20 cents; pounce box, $1; brass seal, 25 ce nts. . eee eS Tee Ter Ee Eee , 1 45 


$99 46 


V. M. GARESCHE. 





Sr. Louis, Missouri, June 26, 1833. 


Inventory of the furniture belonging to the register’s office at St. Louis, Missouri, June 26, 1833, viz: 


AR 2 ee ee ere 


Two small tables, (pine)..........-.e00. in diln Be Ter eree re err err eT Mens vans ease ds 3 00 
eee OC rn Te ee SP ee rr ee he tt ae ere Tee errr err Tore rer 3 00 


$56 00 





A list of furniture, the private property of William Christy, register, but used for the preservation of 
public archives. 


One large writing desk, 10 feet long, with drawers made of pine, on which the tract books, 


journal, ledger, &c., are spread out......... eC rr eee ee eae Sehaaaiecrereiues Bee 
Two large tables, one of walnut, the other of pine; one serves for writing, and the four volumes 

of township plats are spread out on the other .........0.c cece eee ewan Cosh de eeenoees 8 00 
One case, with pigeon holes, (walnut) containing papers and stationery .......eeeceneeeeees 6 00 


$30 00 
V. M. GARESCHE. 
Sr Louis, Missouri, June 26, 1833. 


ry 


Paumyra, Missouri, July 23, 1833. 
Sir: T enclose, herewith, a duplicate of my report, dated this day, to E. Hayward, Esq., Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office. 
I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Hon, Winusam J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Se cteecnae 


Patuyra, Missouri, July 23, 1833. 
Sir: My examination of this office, which commenced on the 20th, terminated on the 22d, which 
makes two days on account of Sunday intervening, The account at foot with the receiver will show a 
balance in his favor of $3,514.12, (three thousand five hundred and fourteen dollars and twelve cents, ) 
roceeding from the funds of a college at this place, being left with him to be deposited in bank, for 
which they will draw on him occasionally, as their wants may direct. The register and receiver are 
both residents in town, and bear a good moral character. The books of Mr. William Blakey, the 
receiver, were upwards of one month in arrear, that is to say, the journal and ledger; they were, how- 
ever, brought up before I left. His excuse is the cholera, of which his eldest son died, and which enjoined 
to all the citizens the duty of assisting the sick—a very laborious duty, indeed, for the plague has proved 
very fatal here, and has carried off one-fifth of the population. The register’s journal and ledger were 
still more in arrear, the first being made up to the 30th September, 1832, and the other to the 22d of 
June, same year, The other books were up. Ilis reasons are numerous, and being too long to insert in 
this report, he will, I believe, detail them at length in a letter he intends to address you. The principal 
heads are these: His having to keep the late receiver’s books besides his own. The press of business— 
the sales having, during that period, amounted to nearly four hundred thousand dollars. His office 
being open at all hours for the transaction of business, which left him no time to bring up his books. 
Some spells of indisposition; and, finally, the cholera. He promises to have them all up in a few days. 
They, the receiver and register, were moreover ignorant of that part of the instructions that enjoins the 
entries being made in all the books from day to day. It will be well to send them each a copy, also to 
state the hours of office. Ihave taken upon myself to advise stated hours; that, being servants and 
not slaves of the public, you could not but approve of any plan that would tend to promote regularity in 
the office; remarking, however, that 1 had no authority for suggesting this plan, and that it was given 
under my individual responsibility. The two offices are kept under the same roof, but will be divided as 
soon as Mr. William Wright has the building put up. 

I suppose that you are aware of the Jate receiver, Mr. Green, having retained the journal and ledger 
of office. I am told that his sureties, (strange to tell,) continue to speak of him as being a very respect- 
able man; indeed, public opinion attaches a portion of blame to the sureties themselves. 

I enclose a list of the furniture found in the office, and beg leave to remark that a large table, on 
which tract books and plats may be displayed, is an object of primary necessity for their preservation, 
and recommend allowing the purchase of one. The books were opened in due form, the plats pasted on 
canvas and bound, and both arranged in regular series. Their construction of the law of the 8th of 

"°¢ . rl 
May, 1882, is the same as at Fayette. 

The practice of marking the tract sold with the letters A. P. makes the map look very confused—it 
is the custom at Fayette as well as Lexington, At this office they use the letter S, but affix to it the 
number of the certificate; which latter practice dispenses referring to the tract books. 

The present register purchased at public sale, conjointly with Moses D. Bates, 2d of August, 1831, 
No. 3,374, KE. 4 of N. E. } of section 1, township 60, range 6, W., 77.854 acres; and has had assigned 





to him by W. Blakey, the present receiver, August 4th, 1831, the following tracts: 
No. 3,444. E. 4 of 8S. E. section 27, township 55, range 10, 86.974 acres. 
3,445. N. 4 of 5S. E. section 34, township 55, range 10, 341 acres, 
3,446. N.W. 4 of S. E. section 33, township 55, range 10, 160 acres. 
3,447. E. § of S. W. section 27, township 55, range 10, 86.974 acres. 
At foot is a list of the errors found in the books. 
I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Euan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Errors found. 
Receiver’s journal: 
No. 5,768. N. E. qr. of S. should be S. E. 
1833. May 25. 5,725. Paschal Hunter should be Paschal M. Hunter. 
5,681. Jacob Husaker should be Jacob Hunsaker. 


In the register of receipts: 
5,700. Turner Snell, should be Tavner Snell. 


Wm. Blakey, receiver of public moneys, in account with the United States 
Dr. 


1833. June 30. To balance from last account rendered ..... VARRESNe So eeW Dee ere enced dca eee 
July 22. Tosales of public lands to No. 5,787 of the certificates........eeeeeeeeeees 1,507 44 


$5,627 48 


Contra. 
Cr, 
1833. July 12. By deposit in the United States Branch Bank, St. Louis ...cccccecseeeeeeee $9,141 60 


Balance in favor of the receiver. sccc.ccccccvccvcsvcccscccececcosese $8,514 19 


V. M. GARESCHE. 








Patuyra, Missouri, July 28, 1833, 
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Inventory of the furniture, (being United States’ property, ) in the registers office at Palmyra, Missouri, 
July 23, 1833. 





i a eer eT ere TTT eT TT TTT TET TPT ITE TET LITE LEE Cer eee Teer $5 00 
Book-case, with compartments for papers, (walnut) .......cccccsccccsscvccesccccccccees 18 00 
$23 25 
ed 


This office requires a large table for opening plats, cost, say four dollars; and a press for the pre- 
servation of patents and other documents, cost say eight dollars—making together twelve dollars, 


V. M. GARESCHE, 





Patmyra, Missouri, July 23, 1833. 


Inventory of the furniture in the receiver's office at Palmyra, Missouri, being the property of the 
United States. 


Book-ease, with compartments for papers, (walnut) . ....6.0620.060ccccscreecccrsvessess $18 00 
oe ee es rere Tee rere Ter rer Te ee reer eT ee eer eee Te TT Tee eT eee ee Tere 5 00 
ge erry rere es yee CTT TTT TTT TTT TORT E PETE RE TTT TTT eee 60 50 

$83. 00 


V. M. GARESCHE. 
Patmyra, Missouri, July 23, 185% 





Lexineton, Missouri, July 10, 1833. 
Sir: In conformity with the instructions received from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
I have the honor to forward a duplicate copy of my report from this place. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 
The Hon. the Secretary oF THE Treasury, Washington. 


Lexineton, Missouri, July 10, 1833. 

Sir: I arrived at this place the 7th instant, which, being Sunday, was necessarily consecrated to 
leisure. The next day I presented my credentials, and immediately entered on my duties. The amount 
of public moneys in the hands of the receiver is $5,957.12, (five thousand nine hundred and fifty-seven 
dollars and twelve cents, ) as will be evinced by the annexed account. I found papers and books in the 
most perfect order, and posted up. His office, as well as the register’s, cannot be called very neat, but 
in that respect they are in unison with the whole town, whose twenty houses, (whatever may be their 
comforts within, ) bespeak more of poverty outside than anything else. Below is the list of the furniture 
I found in this office and at the re gister's. At the register’s the books were posted up, but not written 
with the same neatness as the receiver’s: there was, however, no room for reprimand, The township 
plats were pasted on canvas, but not bound, which here cannot be done; but they were covered with 
coarse canvas, which, although less handsome than binding, will sufficiently answer the purposes of 
preservation, The lands entered are marked on the plat, (instead of the number of the certificate, which 
at all times serves as a reference,) with the letters A P, “applied for, paid,” but they say they have a 
precedent for it, and I believe, also, permission from W ashing-ton. In speaking of the register, I said 
they: the truth is, that residing two or three miles out of town, he employs his ne phew, a middle-aged 
man, in the office. His predecessor, who he says was very incorrect, has, it seems, marked on the plats 
as sold lands, which he suspects are still public property. They could not be pointed out to me, nor can 
they ascertain whether their suspicions are right: in this dilemma they reject applications to enter these 
lands. I have advised him to make out a list. of all such, and transmit it to you, who probably have the 
means of coming at the truth. Now, if instead of A P, the number of the certificates had been written 
down, how easy it would have been to know at once, The surveyor general has made but little progress 


in subdividing the parts that are susceptible of it. The tracts being mostly situated on the banks of 


rivers, are often applied for. In ascending the Mississippi, the traveler wonders that fine bottom lands 
should not be taken up; and the banks at this moment present a view very little different from what they 
were when the abode of the Indians. Townships on the north and south of the river are still unsurveyed, 
and settlers in the meantime are cutting down its timber. It were to be wished that the plats might be 
sent to this office. The schedules of fractional parts have been furnished above twelve months ago to 
the surveyor general, but no return made. That gentleman, I am told, found the business of his prede- 
cessor very much in arrear, and, no doubt, has difficulty enough i in meeting the exigencies of the several 
offices. 

Here the interpretation of the law of the 5th of April, 1832, is, that any fractional part, considered 
less than an half-quarter, must, however small its dimensions, be taken as a quarter-quarter, This is no 
doubt the intention of the law. 

The tract books have been opened as required, but the series are more broken up than at St. Louis, 
and no index to give you the clue: the books being but few, the additional trouble created by the inter- 
ruption, is, after all, but trifling. 

They keep at this office an alphabetic table of all those that enter quarter-quarter sections, to know, 
at any moment, if applicants do not extend their privileges to undue bounds: a very excellent plan, 
which ought to be followed by all registers. In comparing my list of entries at St. Louis with the entries 
here, I have not been able to detect any fraud. 1 see sometimes the same name, but the bearers of it are 
from different counties. Is it so, or merely a deception? It is difficult to know. To oblige applicants 
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to take the oaths in the county in which they reside, would, perhaps, be the means to check the evil, if it 
exists. ape . 

A part of my duty, the execution of which I find difficult, is that which relates to the “tracts which 
the registers or receivers may have purchased for themselves or in trust for others; also the sales of such 
tracts, to whom, when, and for what sum or sums; and also in what instances this may have been done 
in the name or names of any of their family or connections, either by blood or marriage,” &c. To obtain 
the desired information it would be necessary to examine the register of certificates from the year 1829, 
and even then it would answer only when the entry had been made in their own name. The present 
receiver has entered a tract on the 6th of December, 1831, E. $ of 8. E. quarter, section 22, township 51, 
SW. range 27, 80.09 acres, $100.35. He and the present register bear excellent characters. 

In both offices, papers and books were carefully put up and preserved. I have this afternoon com- 
pleted my examination, and will avail myself of the earliest opportunity of going to Fayette, which may 
not offer for three or four days. 

I have forwarded the Treasury Department a copy of my first report, and will continue to do so, if 
my time permits. 

I remain, respectfully, sir, your very obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


The Hon. the Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


The receiver of public moneys at Lexington, Missouri, in account with the United States, viz: 


1833. June 3. To balance of the Kansas school fund, as per last account rendered ......... $99 70 
1833. June 3. To balance due the United States, as per last account...........ee.eeeeeees 4,765 20 
1833. July 9. To sales of land from Ist to 9th instant, inclusive.........ee eee eeeeeeeeee 1,192 22 





$6,057 12 








Contra. 
Cr. 
July 10. By so much received by V. M. Garesche, on account of services $100............. $100 00 





PO a I TOI a ko 608i nek 4 baw SAEs Sods derviacrcesrcesses SR 
Consisting of 3 notes of the United States’ Bank, of $1,000 cach... ....... ec eee eee ee eeeee $3,000 00 
Consisting of 8 notes of the United States’ Bank, of $100 each...........c cece cccccccces 800 00 














Consisting of 1 note of the United States’ Bank, of $50.........cccccccccscccccecccccces 50 00 
Consisting of 5 notes of the United States’ Bank, of $20 each........ cee cece eee r ec eeons 100 00 
Consisting of 31 notes of the United States’ Bank, of $10 each. .........cccccccccccccces 310 00 
Consisting of 92 notes of the United States’ Bank, of $5 each. .... 2... ccc cccccecccccens 460 00 


ee SINS 5 vas wi 060A okesnd a COR SSSNS ERR Kasse ncaeacdesrene BOQ tee ee 
NS Kd WE SP OERSE WS ROW ARE Red OR Ssh S sce we eke adeWedens sasescasacecaniosmcce! DRE 
$5,957 12 


V. M. GARESCHE. 








Lexineton, Missouri, July 10, 1833. 
Inventory of the furniture in the receiver's office at Lexington, Missouri, the property of the United States. 


Book-case, with pigeon holes, nearly new, cherry ........ccccccscccccscccccccccecccccccses Gad 00 








Furniture in the office, the private property of the receiver, viz: 
Walnut table, six by four feet, with two drawers........ccccececcesccccccccccsccccssesces $6 00 
CTE TEE eT TTT ETT Tee ETT TTT Tee ETE TTT ECE TO Cee TT TTT Tee 


$8 00 


V. M. GARESCHE. 





Lexineton, Missouri, July 10, 1833. 


Inventory of the furniture in the register’s office at Lexington, Mo., the property of the United States, viz: 


Writing desk, with drawers, cherry, six by three feet. ....ccceeeee eee eee enereserenevens $8 00 
Walnut book-case, with pigeon holes, (old) walnut........cceeccreeeeerereesesesesceseses 15 00 


$23 00 


Furniture in the office, the private property of the register. 
CRIES GAS, Be Tp MO Hi iin ns s 5 cc esas dcan we sewnsdecesianssediccsrscececessessane SOOO 
Three CHAIES, BO CODES oso oo.e nob 56008 C8 CdN Hee Oe Ee DO DEEDES ORDO RTE FOODS Cer CORE OSES eee ees 1 50 





“$7 50 


V. M. GARESCHE. 
Lexineton, Missouri, July 10, 1838. 
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Jackson, Missouri, August, 1833. 
Sir: Ihave the honor of remitting you a copy of my report to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, dated this day. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE, 


Hon. Wa. J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Jackson, Missouri, August 5, 1833. 


Sm: I have this day concluded my examination of this office, which commenced on the 2d, making 
three days, on account of an intervening Sunday. Mr. John Hays, who professes to live in town, resides 
notwithstanding, from sixteen to eighteen miles out of it, and very seldom comes to the office. If report 
says true, it is less from negligence than utter inability to fulfill its duties. His deputy, also, is not a 
constant attendant, and the public service suffers materially from this state of things. One Abraham 
Hunter, who you will perceive purchased seven hundred and twenty acres of land on the 26th of last 
month, had to wait two days before he could obtain his receipts, Mr. Hays not having left a sufficient 
number of blanks signed. There is little doubt, I believe, of his having three years ago loaned the public 
moneys, namely, about one hundred thousand dollars, to one Scott, of this place, which sum has not 
been returned to him yet. The amount has, however, been made good to the United States, and T found 
on my arrival the cash account right, a statement of which you have below. Balance resulting in favor 
of the United States, ($6,329.12,) six thousand three hundred and twenty-nine dollars and twelve cents, 
The journal and ledger of this office were not made up later than to 31st May. The journal contained 
many blanks, and pages 75 and 76 were left entirely so, against which, of course, I protested: everything 
else was correct. In his account rendered last April, there was a charge of fifty dollars for so much 
reimbursed to David Walker, of Perry county, who, on the 16th of January last, entered No. 1,401, 8. W. 
qr. of S. E. qr. of section 36, T. 34, R. 11, and who, on the 29th of April, exchanged it for No. 1,506, 8. W. 
qr. of S. W. qr. of section 36, T. 34, R. 11 E. In these two instances the United States have been 
credited for the amount, and in the April report debited for No, 1,401 returned. All this is correct, and 
I should not have noticed it, had I not found that the entry still existed on the plats and tract books, and 
that no voucher from your office could be found authorizing the exchange and erasure, 

My examination of the register’s office has exhibited the following delinquencies, viz: The register 
of certificates was made up to 29th June only, and the journal and ledger to 29th May. The register 
of certificates has the following erratum: May 14, No, 1,518, George Davidson of Wayne county, should 
be Ripley. The township plats have been bound in volumes containing each range separately, and 
pasted on canvas, except a few too much disfigured, which the register tells me he has written to have 
replaced. Two or three ranges were pasted on canvas, but without binding and loose, from the difficulty 
of getting them bound together at a reasonable price. Each plat had a reference to its corresponding 
folio in the tract book. These were, as usual, in rather broken series. Books were wanting for the 
western ranges, except range No. 1, and 2 township of range No, 2; but where the practice exists, (as is 
the case in this office,) of writing the number of the certificate on the tract entered, little or no inconve- 
nience results from the want of tract books. The entries in these did not extend beyond 30th of June. 
The cholera is again made the excuse for these arrears, although this disorder has been trifling here as to 
quantity and quality. I have witnessed nowhere any difficulty in interlining the entries of quarter- 
quarter sections in the tract books, the space between the faint lines being sufficient for the purpose. — If 
I did not always report the fact, it was to avoid the monotonous repetition of so unimportant an item. 

Mr. Bullitt, the register, is a very gentlemanly man, and well fitted for the office, if you pass over 
the little foible of occasional intemperance: of this, however, I have had no proof during my stay. 

Jacob Hays Neely, of Cape Girardeau, step-brother to the present receiver, has last year made the 
following entries, said to be on account of the receiver himself. February, No. 1,100.55 acres; June, 
No. 1,131, 117,835 acres; in August, No. 1,153, 32,545 acres; October, No, 1,205, 3975% acres. 

I subjoin the inventories of furniture in both offices. 

I have drawn one hundred dollars from this office. 

I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 





Exvuau Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


John Hays, Esq., receiver of public moneys at Jackson, Missouri, in account with the United States. 


Oow. 


1833. June 30. To balance of account rendered this day..........ccccceccsccccccceccces $2,893 14 
( 


5633. duly 31. To saice of pudiic lands thia month.......0.....06scecessccssccsccsvescssess 3,206 00 
1833. Aug. 3. To sales of public lands, certificates No. 1577 and 1578... .. ccc eee eee eee 239 98 


$6,429 12 


1833. August 5. By so much received on account of services ........cccecccccccccccccons 100 00 











Balance in the hands of the receiver this day.........csccccccosvesccsccsscconse $6,329 12 


V. M. GARESCHE. 














Jackson, Missouri, August 5, 1833. 


: Baresvinir, Arkansas, August 11, 1833. 
Sir: In my last communication from Jackson, Missouri, I neglected stating the nature of the balance 
in the hands of the receiver : for this omission I claim your indulgence. 
SN A Us 55d RANG 5a dn OKO bRSs SPUN ECAR NENVENECSOSOseE Se eRe ODeseressesns Dee 1S 
ln notes of the United States Bank, or its branches .....ccccsccccscesccccscceccccccssces 9,100 00 


$6,329 12 











Since writing my report, I have been told that it was not Hays, but his clerk Garner, that had dis- 
posed of the public moneys, and that Hays had obtained judgment for $600. 
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This fact, which does not exonerate Hays as a public officer, relieves, however, his private character 
from the charge of fraud. In these election times, every man’s opinion savors more or less of politics, 
and one must be cautious how he receives his impressions, 

The country from Jackson, Missouri, to this place is a ridge, no part being fit for cultivation except 
a few tracts along the water courses. To obtain a farm of one hundred and sixty acres of arable land, 
it would perhaps be necessary to enter two sections or more: nobody will naturally do it. They there- 
fore settle on the United States’ lands, improve these spots susceptible of culture, and cut down the timber. 
Ihave not in the whole route found a solitary instance of people owning the land they occupied, All 
this ridge land will never be located until the United States put it up at public sales, and sell it for what- 
ever it will bring. In the meantime, the settlers in the vicinity cut down the timber, and will render the 
country a real waste. That most of the western part of the territory is such as I describe, there can be 
little doubt, from the accounts I have had, and from what I have surveyed, when placed on the summit 
of a ridge from whence the eye could embrace an extensive portion of the country. The southern part 
of the State of Missouri, although of the same nature, has good timber on it, and lofty pines; but, as you 
advance further south, the limestone foundation has but a very thin stratum of vegetable mould on it, 
and in a great many places none at all, or sand. Easterly the soil is alluvial, or consisting of undulating 
land: the roads, such as they are, are almost impassable, and the whole country very sickly. 

All that I state may be considered superfluous, and out of the limits of my duty; but if I have over- 
stepped those, it was from the, perhaps, misconceived opinion that an officer of the government is bound 
to communicate every kind of information that he possesses and deems useful. Therefore, iny wish to be 
so is the excuse I offer for trespassing upon your time. 

I arrived this morning, Sunday, and will begin my examination of the land office to-morrow. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 

Exvan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Inventory of the furniture found in the register’ s office, being the property of the United States. 
Writing desk of ash and poplar, with two sets of drawers, and divisions for books, (a)...... $12 00 
Writing desk of black walnut with gilt knobs, and two sets of drawers, compartments for 

i, Se I RO IN ois os ne one dase sce senseseseeceadecescericcsccecese $008 








ET Le Se Cee ee ee eee Te eee ere job bOVGRe WORKERS VARKe Races ; 64 
SS rTIGL= HORS el ohoiwiss sileliorens 41 fe oie) eee, 6(a1610/61 6161's)-01101 6 001610 6 eleiei/o 19 oie. cle) oe 104i ei0is) 0) eveieie: 650)\6: 4s) ane, se ei vaio ons 12} 
- $42 183 
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Inventory of the furniture found in the receiver's office, being the property of the United States. 


One desk for books and papers, black walnut, gilt knobs.........cccecececccecececcccscess $30 00 


ee a eS ee er ee a ee UMMM: Ie 
One iron-bound chest............ code seer es eeeeeneenccensrescsescecseccoecscccscssces §©689 S22 
oS Seo eee Eee ere ee ones was ee ee eT eee baeewec 4 00 

$141 811 














V. M. GARESCHE. 
Jackson, Missouri, August 5th, 1833. 


N. B.—The above list has been made from vouchers left by Mr. Quarles, the former receiver. The 
writing desk (6) is not in the office, and is supposed to have been sent to the register’s, and be the same 
as (a.) It is doubted whether the table (¢) belongs to the United States. The clerk supposes that the 
charge was not acknowledged. I have not seen the receiver to give me the necessary information, 





Fayette, JJo., July 17, 1833. 
Sir: I herewith enclose a copy of my report of the examination of this office, addressed to Elijah 
Hayward, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
I remain, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Iion. Wa. J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Fayette, Jo., July 17, 18338. 

Sm: After being detained a few days at Lexington by an attack of the cholera, which fortunately 
was not severe, I reached this place on the 15th, and spent two days in the examination of its office, the 
two branches of which are located under the same roof. Ihave here to remark that, although I have 
spent only two days out of the six allowed me, it must not be inferred that I have been remiss in the execu- 
tion of my duties. The junction of the two offices gave me greater facilities, and in these little towns 
where business begins at 5 or 6 a. M., and closes after sundown, as much can be done in one day as would 
be done in two in St. Louis, for instance. My course of proceeding, in which I deviate somewhat from 
your instructions, is this: After examining the receiver’s office in the manner pointed out by you, I take 
a copy of the register of the receipts for two months past, (this trouble is saved when the two offices are 
kept together, ) which I then compare with the register of certificates: this last I compare again with 
the township plats, then with the tract books, and finally with the journal. The journal I compare with 
the ledger. Here sometimes I receive the assistance of some of the gentlemen; but my examination of 
the other books is done minutely by myself alone. After devoting the same attention to my other 
researches, the surplus of my time is occupied in desultory investigation through the books and papers; 
trifling discrepancies, after seeing them corrected, I have heretofore passed over without taking any more 
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notice of them when not found in the principal books. In this I may have been wrong, and mean to be 
more correct for the future, thinking it better to be fastidious than to disregard an object which may 
possess importance, though unfelt by me. 

In register of receipts, No. 6,664 was marked N. W. of N. W. qr., instead of N. W, of N. E, qr 
In tract book No, 6,227 was under date of June 15th, instead of 17th. These little errors I have never 
considered of sufficient importance to trouble you with a list of them. 

The receiver’s books were made up, but the register, Mr. H. L. Boone, had his journal and ledger 
brought up only to April 6th last. His excuse is that he has had, for the last six months, a great deal 
of sickness in his family, which has obliged him to sit up day and night. I have been told this wag 
actually the case. Everything else was in very good order; township plats pasted on canvas, not 
bound, but covered with strong leather; tract books opened in due form, and provided with indexes, 
Here let me remark that one or two large tables, six feet by three or four, are essentially necessary for 
the preservation of the plats, which, being large and heavy, if not laid down flat, and open on a large 
surface, would very soon tear and get out of order, Any one who has attended to the transactions of a 
land office must have been struck with the necessity of such tables. I would therefore recommend 
furnishing them to those offices that are without. 

By comparing my lists with the register of certificates, I do not find that any individual has been 
guilty of entering more than 80 acres in quarter-quarter sections. 

Below is an account current with the receiver, showing a balance of $621.39 (six hundred and twenty- 
one dollars and thirty-nine cents) in his hands ; also inventories of the furniture in the office. 

The principle on which they act in this office is, that entering a fractional does not interfere with 
the privilege of the two quarter-quarter sections. 

U. Sebree, the receiver, lives about four miles out of town. I found him, however, at his post on 
my arrival. He attends, I am told, regularly, and has, he says, made the fact of his living out of town 
known at Washington. 

I have already, in my last report, imparted to you my difficulties in being able to find ‘the tracts 
which the receiver or register may have purchased for themselves or in trust for others; also the sale 
of such tracts, to whom, and for what sum or sums, and also in what instances this may have been done 
in the name or names of any of their families or connections either by blood or marriage, &c.” I would 
be thankful if you would send me some additional instructions on the subject, forthwith, to Little Rock, 
Arkansas, for I must confess at present my inability to perform this part of the service. 

I remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
V. M. GARESCHE. 


Uriel Sebree, Esq., receiver of public moneys at Fayette, Mo., in account with the United States, viz: 
Dr. 
1830. July 1. To balance of last account rendered... .......cecccccccccccccccccccccces. $10,536 50 
1830. July 17. To sales of lands this month. .......ssscccccccccescercesccvcsccessoens 1,316 78 
$11,853 28 


Contra. 
Cr. 
1830. July. By deposit in the United States Bank at St. Louis.........eceeeeceeceeeees» $11,231 89 
$621 39 


i he i ee eee 





Consists of four hundred-dollar notes of United States Branch Bank............ $400 00 
PNG 5 on 5i 5 Mads SOURS RS RENCE C eed Rese eer s OOS eKOKesessaccces. BEL BD 


$621 39 





V. M. GARESCHE. 
Fayette, Jo., July 17, 1833. 
Inventory of the furniture in the receiver's office, being the property of the United States, viz: 


Book-case, with pigeon holes of black and white walnut, nearly newW..........cceceeeeeecseceee $25 


Walnut table, 7 feet by Bh. .....cccccsccccccccccevcscccvocscevesessceccsessseseseessesecs 
Strong box, ironwood, in good order .......cecceeccrcccsscccccsccscssscscecscessesesesesees 30 


V. M. GARESG@HE. 
Fayette, Jo., July 17, 1833. 


Inventory of the furniture in the register’s office, being the property of the United States. 





Two walnut tables, 6 by 3} feet, At $5... cee cee cer rere cccrecceccercccesssccccescccscesees $10 
es Ae | ee 
eee enn, SU TREh MUNA NIEINN OED. 5b... 0:66 SS 'bd6 SOONG Koco 54 Ks 4d6 aS TSE Hes KOO OeS WO 5 
Wy eens Gaee,, With Grawors Gnd pigeon holes..o6 66.060 6sccseccce en sscsescsecscsnceveneesseess 8 

$53 








V. M. GARESCHE. 
Fayette, Mo., July 17, 1833. 
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Wasnineton, Mississippi, February 1, 1834. 

Sir: T have the honor of transmitting you a copy of the report to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, of my examination of the land office at Washington, Mississippi, together with the papers 
therein referred to. | 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Hon. R. B. Taney, “Secretary of the Treasury. 


Wasnineton, Mississippi, February 1, 1834. 

Sir: My examination of this office commenced on the 27th ultimo, and terminated on the 31st, making 
four days; during which I inspected the register of certificates and township plats from the 6th Decem- 
ber to the 25th ultimo, which includes Nos. 2,000 to 2,139; and tract books from Ist November last to 
30th December, including Nos. 1,863 to 2,083. The tract books were not entered beyond that period, 
being the practice of the register to enter only after the month is up. None of the books contained any 
error, with the exception of two trifling ones in the dates. Papers, and everything else, I found in very 
eood order. The register has, as yet, made little progress in the copy of his maps, having only eighteen 
unfinished ones: he expects to have them all ready by next August. He keeps no ledger or journal. I 
was glad to find that he was dispensed by a letter from Mr. Moore, dated last April. 

Wie GOCE WOr 6 THULE GQUAITCTTT DOTAINGS WAS... 5 oo ccdcciccccciinceeessscerccccsccescececse $C ISHCS 
To which add the sales up to Mth January last... 0.06.60 ccscccocccescccccccccscescsces 1,683 98 


ORANGS ENE O51 URE BONG oa sss ciiccnesrsnecdsaccaresscececcscssves SEQRSIS CI 











This balance is not, however, in his power; but what has become of it he was unable, or rather un- 
willing, to state; but he promises that it will be placed in the Planters’ Bank at Natchez, to the credit of 
the United States, before I have time to reach Washington city. The present scarcity of money might 
perhaps disappoint his expectations. My inquiries were insufficient to procure any further information 
on the subject. His register of receipts was examined from the 5th December to 25th January; this in- 
cludes Nos. 2,000 to 2,139; the journal and ledger from Ist of November to 31st of December or from 
Nos. 1,863 to 2,083. The entries on the journal did not extend any further. The sales were entered in 
the ledger to the debit of the “cash account,” and credit of “sales of public lands,’’ up to the day of 
examination, You have below the ‘errata list,’ and an inventory of the furniture in both offices. 

I subjoin the statement of lands purchased by the receiver, as furnished by him. This species of 
information, it is evident, cannot be obtained except by a direct application to the parties themselves: 
so, at least, it appeared to me, and to some confidential gentlemen of the bar whose advice on the subject 
I solicited. No part of my instructions have given me more trouble. Some officers have denied the gov- 
ernment a right to interfere with their private concerns—their purchases and sales being made according 
to law. To come to a knowledge of the facts by indirect means would have been both tedious and un- 
certain. I regret much that I was deprived of your advice on this and some other parts of my instruc- 
tions previous to my departure. 

My short ride from Natchez to this place has brought on my former complaint (hemorrhage); being, 
therefore, unable to proceed by land, I intend going by water to Vicksburg, and there take the stage to 
Mount Salus. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, V. M. GARESCHE. 


Evan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Errata in the register of receipts. 


No. 2117. 81.37 acres, should be 82.40 acres. 
2125. Range 1 west, should be 4 west. 
2128. 160.34 acres, $201.55, should be 400 acres, $500. 


In the journal, 


898. 157.56 acres, should be 157.25 acres. 
939. Township 21, should be township 3. 
54. $49.67, should be $46.67. 
195. Section 44, should be section 17. . 
,996. Section 17, should be section 44. 
2,040. N. W. 3, should be N. E. 3. 

2,045. 802 acres, should be 81.34 acres. 

Wasntneton, IWississippi, January 30, 1834. 

Since my appointment as receiver of public moneys, I have purchased, jointly and in my own name, 
the following tracts of land in the State of Mississippi, viz: 

Lots 2, 8, and 4, in section 18, township 4, range 4 west, 315.14 acres; purchased by Thomas Lewis 
and Thomas Barnard, per receipt No. 1,236, and since sold. 

Lot No. 4, section 2, township 16, range 2 cast, 95 acres; purchased by Thomas Lewis, per receipt 
No. 1,075. 

Northwest quarter of section 6, township 3, range 4 west, 162.31 acres; purchased by Thomas 
Lewis, per receipt No. 2,011. 

I have also purchased other lands in Louisiana, jointly and in my own name, the most of which have 
since been sold. The absence of my receipts, which I have deposited in the General Land Office, by the 
hands of Dr. H. G. Doyle, for the purpose of obtaining the patents as soon as practicable, renders it im- 
possible, at this time, for me to designate the lands alluded to; but a reference to the last-named receipts 
will show the quantity entered, and the part or parts to which I am entitled. These lands are all situ- 
ated in township 16, range 14 éast, district north of Red river. 

THOMAS LEWIS, Receiver of P. M., Washington, Mississippt. 
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In addition to the above statement, I will observe, that the lands still retained by me in Louisiana 
are, lots 5 and 6, fronting on the Mississippi, and an undivided half of section 29, township 16, range 


14 east. 
A true copy: V. M. GARESCHE, 
A list of the furniture in the land office at Washington, Mississippi, the property of the United States, viz: 


A stained pine board press, with divisions for books, pigeon les ONE DIAWETH. 6 oaviicnecce sas $45 00 


Pine board press, with divisions for ee Oe ee er ee et eee 10 00 
Pine board writing desk, SUAEED AUN AINAND oo biel Se i Sh SURE oss ha Sawa ES Ma oR eRe Shwe eerds 15 00 
PPR a Pos UES YS ye a ee er eee SL eee LE ee ERC er eee 5 00 





$75 000 


ee 
— 
— 


In the receiver's office. 





A pine board desk, with drawers. ...cececcsceccec ccs csc cesses cesses seressccesscsscens $15 00 
A cypress press, with pigeon TUG PASH PU LES (0 ECS: CY CO LYC pee ea gS 6 00 
An iron chest, (value uncertain). .......5.cccccccccccsccescccssccssccccccossceccccceses 15 00 
Land office sign, (claimed by the late receiver) ........cccccccccsccccccsesccccccsccsseess 10 00 
A stand for ledger and journal.......ccccccscccesccevcsccccsscescvcccscseccsesesesesese 1 00 

$107 00 





—== 





V. M. GARESCILL, 
Wasnineton, Mississippi, February 1, 1834. 





ZANESVILLE, Ohio, Sept. 30, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived in this town on Friday night, the 20th of this 
month, after traveling sixty-four miles from Marietta, over as hilly a country as [ ever passed. On 
Saturday morning I visited the receiver's office, and required an exhibit of the whole amount of cash in 
his hands for the sale of public lands, and, after counting the funds I ascertained the true balance due, 
as appears from the enclosed statement. I then examined the books and papers as they were presented 
by the receiver. I do most conscientiously believe that Mr. Van Ilorne, the receiver, is a most valu- 
able young officer. Ile is exceedingly promising as a man of business, and I judge from a thorough ex- 
amination of the books and papers. 1 believe him to be truly faithful, and he reflects much honor on the 
government, He appears to be a great favorite of the people. His books are nearly and neatly posted, 
and they are correct and well kept. His general conduct as an officer is much approved. He has a good 
brick office adjoining his dwelling, and sleeps in it to guard the funds of the United States. He was 
polite, and offered every facility In my examination. The books are well bound, and his papers filed, 
labeled, and placed in good cases, and kept from the dust, and everything neat and in good order, A 
schedule of property in this office belonging to the United States is as follows, to wit: 


I OA ocean csc doen bss bGs dA NSNGEE KE KeN dese ees esebireneccuns BOO 
ee EN OE 8s hk od A 0 ues dd S DASA NNOM ITER RAE EO CSTSee a ecerees BSS 
10 00 


Ns ak bb SOS Ee OFS IASDWS ON SWRR IEEE NONE N64 C Se HOD ET EN WOES O80 


$42 00 





The receiver appears t® be much harassed by the purchasers that have been permitted to enter land 
at the register’s office improperly. TL have had much trouble, and was detained much longer than I expected 
at Zanesville, in consequence of the charges mentioned in your letter of instruction, against Thomas 
Flood, as the witnesses live a long distance fromeach other, and when I shall finish this unpleasant busi- 
ness, correctly, LAnow not. I have taken all the testimony that I can collect, which I presume will be 
sufficient to enable your honor to make up a correct opinion, The register has a good clerk, and his 
books are kept generally neat and legible, and the books and papers are all well bound and in good con- 
dition. The old original plats are bound in two books, and backed with cotton cloth, and the lines and 
corners are nearly obliterated, having been surveyed and furnished nearly thirty years since, which is 
the cause of many mistakes with the applicants, as stated to me by the register. I am sorry to find 
that his books are very much behind: they appear as follows, viz: The entries have been made up in the 
register of certificates to January, 1833, inthe journal to the 7th of August, 1833, in the ledger up to the 
Ist of July, 1833, the tract book up to the first of January, 1833, and in the sales book up to the 3d of 
August, 1833. His books and papers are kept from the dust in cases, and his papers are neatly filed. A 
list of the fractions was early sent to the surveyor general for division, but no return has been received 
as yet. The register supposes that the United States has yet about four hundred thousand acres still 
remaining in this district unsold. The number of affidavits, which you will find enclosed, have been col- 
lected with great trouble in the case of Mr. Flood. 

All are respectfully submitted by your obedient servant, 
ISAAC CANNELL, Evaminer of the Land Offices in Ohio. 

The Hon. Extyan Haywarp. 


Wasnineton, October 17, 1838. 
Sir: In pursuance of instructions bearing date 24th July, 1833, I proceeded to examine the land 
offices in the State of Ohio, as will be seen in my several reports, and have now the honor to communi- 
cate for your information all the testimony in my power to procure in relation to the several cases of 
alleged malfeasance therein specified. 
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It will be observed that I was not invested with power to call before me persons supposed or reported 
to be in possession of facts or documents necessary to a complete development in any case, and therefore 
communicate only so much as was voluntarily furnished, It is believed that your honor will perceive the 
necessity as well as propriety of making a more strict Inquiry into the practice of some of the public 
officers, with a view to vindicate the Justice and purity of the government, Without other remarks, I 
beg leave to tender you the accompanying documents, which I hope will serve to show that I have endea- 

o . AL 
to execute the trust confided to me. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices, Ohio. 


vored 


To the Hon. Evisan Waywarp. 


CumBerLanp, Guernsey County, Ohio, April 19, 1832. 

The memorial of the undersigned, William C, Bay, a citizen of the county of Guernsey, in the State of 
Ohio, respectfully showeth that your memorialist, some time in the month of April, 1830, settled with his 
family on the west half of southwest quarter of section 21, of township 9, of range 10 in the Zanesville 
district, and has resided thereon ever since, having made some improvements, viz: a dwelling-house, in 
which he resides, a corncrib, &c., &e., and has cleared and fenced two or three acres of the said half quarter; 
that he took possession of and settled on said tract with the intention of entering it as soon as he should 
be able; that, as he is informed and believes, a certain John Cummins, on or about the 17th day of Feb- 
ruary, 1831, applied to the register of the land office in Zanesville, and made an entry of the said half 
quarter, and in payment thereof surrendered certain military bounty land scrip, although your memorialist 
was at that time in possession thereof, and never gave consent, written or oral, to the said Cummins to 
enter the same. 

Your memorialist further represents that, on or about the 12th instant, having acquired the means to 
enter and pay for the said half quarter, as he always intended to do as soon as he became able, he went 
to the said register’s office in Zanesville and made application to enter the same, and tendered the full 
payment thereof; but his application was refused and he was not permitted to make the entry. 

Your memorialist is informed that a patent has not yet issued to the said Cummins or any other 
person for the said half-quarter, and supposes that it has not issued in consequence of the right of your 
memorialist having come to the knowledge of the proper officers after the said entry by Cummins. 

Understanding that, by the provision of the law of Congress on the subject, settled or occupied lands 
are not permitted to be entered by the holders of military bounty land scrip without the written or oral 
consent of the occupant; and your memorialist having never given such consent to the said Cummins, or 
any other person, and believing that he has good right to enter the said halfquarter, your memorialist 
respectfully solicits your early attention to this memorial, and that you will cause such measures to be 
taken by the proper officers as will enable your memorialist to obtain his rights; and that you will cause 
an inquiry to be instituted into the matter herein set forth, and that right and justice may be done. And 
your memorialist, as in duty bound, &e. 

WILLIAM C. BAY. 

To the Hon, Exisan Waywarn, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Tue Srate or Omo, Guernsey County, ss: 
I certify that on this day the above named William ©, Bay personally came before me, and was duly 
sworn to the truth of the facts set forth in the foregoing memorial, 
Given under my hand and seal this 19th day of April, A. D. 1852. 
J. W. BELL, J. P. (srat.] 





Copy of the paper said to be the deposition of Cummins. 


Reeister’s Orrice, Zanesville, Ohio, February 17, 1831. 

I, John Cummins, of Guernsey, being desirous of locating the W. 4 8. W. of section No. 21, township 
No. 9, range No, 10, in the district of land subject to sale at Zanesville, Ohio, by applying in payment 
thereof a certain certificate of military land scrip, do solemnly swear that, from my own knowledge of 
the fact, after actual inspection of the said tract of land, on or about the first of the present month, there 
was not at that time any person residing thereon; and that I do truly believe that there is no person 
residing thereon at this present time, or has claims of pre-emption thereto under the act of the 29th of 
May, 1830. 


his 
JOUN XK CUMMINS. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 17th February, 1831, before 


THOMAS FLOOD, J. P. [1. s.] 


Tie Starr or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Before me, Samuel Thompson, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, personally came 
John Cummins, who, being duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith that on the 17th day of 
February, 1831, he, this deponent, went to the office of the register of public lands in Zanesville to enter 
land, and made application to Thomas Flood (register) in his office, to purchase the west half of the south- 
west quarter of section twenty-one, of township nine, of range ten; and after this deponent had informed 
said Flood that William C. Bay was living on the said land, he (Flood) asked this deponent how long Bay 
had been living on, and what improvements he had made, and whether he had raised a crop on the land? 
This deponent informed said Flood that Bay had been on the said land since some time in April last, (1830,) 
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and had built a cabin house, in which he lived, and that he had deadened some trees and made a few 
rails. Flood then said to this deponent, “Tf you have got the money you can have the land.” hig 
deponent said to Flood, “TI have got the money.” Flood then said “ Let’s look at it.” This deponent then 
gave the money (one hundred dollars) to said Flood, who, after counting the money, wrote on a small 
pigce of paper, and then asked this deponent if he could write his name; to which this deponent answered 
‘No, sir, 1 cannot.” Flood then wrote the name, as this deponent believed, and told this deponent to 
make his mark. This deponent did make his mark on the paper where Flood showed him the place to do 
so, supposing the same to be the necessary application to the purchase of the land. — Flood then gave this 
deponent some papers, at the same time telling this deponent that he must take them down to Mr. Van 
Horne’s office and pay twenty cents more. This deponent then offered the said Flood the twenty cents, 
Flood then said to this deponent, “ You must pay that at the other office.” This deponent then started out 
of Flood’s office to go to Van Horne’s office; and as this deponent was going out at the door of the regis- 
ter’s office, the said Flood told this deponent not to say anything at the other office about anybody living 
on the land. This deponent, at the time he entered the land, did not hear or know anything about scrip 
or deposition; was not sworn or asked to be sworn; he paid the money for the land agreeably to Flood’s 
directions, one hundred dollars to Flood and the balance to Van Horne—supposing all was right until 
some time afterwards, when this deponent found that he had been (through want of education and a 
knowledge of business) imposed upon by Flood, with the scrip, by reason of which this deponent has (as 
he verily believes) lost his right to the land for which he honestly paid his money. And further this 
deponent saith not. 
his 
JOHN XK CUMMINS. 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 28th day of October, 1832. 

SAMUEL THOMPSON, J, P. [seat.] 


Tue Strate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Before me, Samuel Thompson, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, personally came 
John Reed, of lawful age, who, being duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith that, on or about 
the last of July, 1831, this deponent, on hearing a report in circulation that John Cummins had entered 
the west half of the southwest quarter of section twenty-one, of township nine, in range ten, on which 
William C. Bay then resided, and understanding (by the report in circulation) that the said Cummins had 
made oath that there was no person living on the land at the time he made the entry, and that the said 
Bay intended to prosecute the said Cummins for perjury, whereupon this deponent, from his knowledge of 
the good character and standing of Cummins, called on Thomas Flood, register of the land office in 
Zanesville, on or about the said last day of July, 1831, and stated to the said Flood the report was in 
circulation, and that they were talking of taking Cummins up for perjury, and asked the said Flood 
whether Cummins had made oath as was stated. Flood said no: he was not qualified at all; that he 
(Cummins) had told him (Flood) the truth about the land, that Bay was living on the land. Flood stated 
to this deponent that Bay was not entitled to a pre-emption right, that he had not been on the land long 
enough, and had not raised any crops on it to entitle him to a right, and asked this deponent what 
improvements Bay had on the land: to which this deponent answered, (having been at Bay’s house a few 
days before on the said land, ) that he had a cabin on the land, in which he (Bay) lived. Flood then told 
this deponent that Cummins had entered the land according to law, and had paid his money for it, and 
that there was no law to keep him out of it. This deponent then asked Flood how Cummins would get 
possession of the land, and how he could get Bay out of it? Flood said he must go and give him legal 
notice, and if he did not go out, then go and take some men with him, and tell him (Bay) to take out his 
goods and his children; and if he did not do it, then pull and take the house down, and be careful not to 
hurt his children or goods, and move the house to some other place, and set fire to and burn it up, or do 
anything else with it he (Cummins) pleased. And further this deponent saith not. 
JOHN REED. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 28th day of October, 1832. 


: SAMUEL THOMPSON, J.P. [sear.] 


Tue State or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 


Personally came before me, Samuel Thompson, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, 
Lee Ogan, of lawful age, who, after being sworn according to law, deposeth and saith, that, on or about 
the last day of April, 1832, he, this deponent, called at the office of Thomas Flood, register of the land 
office in Zanesville, and inquired of the said Flood if Cummins’ patent had come on for that land? (mean- 
ing the west half of the southwest quarter of section twenty-one, of township nine, in range ten.) Flood 
said no. This deponent then asked the said Flood if William C, Bay had been there that day? To which 
Flood answered in the affirmative, by saying yes. This deponent then asked Flood if Bay had any right 
for the land? To which Flood answered that he, Bay, had not any right, nor could he get any. This 
deponent then stated to said Flood that Bay said Cummins had sworn a false oath about the land, and 
therefore could not get it. Flood answered and said it was not so, that Cummins was not sworn anything 
about the land. The land spoken of in this deposition is the same land, and the parties are the same, as 
referred to in the foregoing deposition of John Cummins. And further this deponent saith not. 

. LEE OGAN. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 4th day of January, 1833. 


SAMUEL THOMPSON, J.P. [seat] 


Tue Strate or Omo, Muskingum County, ss: 


Before me, Samuel Thompson, a justice of the peace in and for said county, personally appeared 
Charles Stetson, and made oath in due form of law, that he had been the sole agent employed in the sale 
of military bounty land scrip at Zanesville since the Ist of October, 1832. That, in his absence, he had 
occasionally employed another person to transact his business, but that he had not, in any instance, 
employed a clerk in the register’s office. That he is fully satisfied that, since the time mentioned, no 
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clerk in the register’s office has had any agency or interest in the sale of scrip, or has been in any way, 
directly or indirectly, connected with the business. 
CHARLES STETSON. 
Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 25th day of September, 1833. 
: SAMUEL THOMPSON, J.P. [seat] 


Sate oF Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for said county, Thomas K. Love, who, 
being by me duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he has been the only clerk who has done the business in 
the register of the land office in Zanesville for some time past; that he never has acted as agent for the 
sale of military bounty land scrip, being informed by the register, upon his entrance into his office, that 
it was contrary to law; that he never has, directly or indirectly, received any compensation on account 
of scrip. , 

THOMAS K. LOVE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 25th day of September, 1833. 

; SAMUEL THOMPSON, J.P. [seat] 


ZANESVILLE, September 25, 1833. 
Some time since, perhaps in the winter of 1832, a colored man, by the name of John Cummins, called 
at my office in this place, and employed me to write a petition to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, respecting a tract of land entered by him, and which was claimed by one Bay. All the material 
facts set forth in that petition were dictated to me by the said Cummins; and after I had finished the 
petition, I read it to him in a distinct and andible voice. He pronounced all the facts true, and was 
qualified to its contents. 


GEO. H. FLOOD. 


Tue State or Onto, Muskingum County: 


Before me, an associate judge of said county, personally came G. H. Flood, who made oath that the 
facts above set forth were true to the best of his knowledge. 


WILLIAM BLACKSOM, Associate Judge. [1. s.] 


. ; September 26, 1833. 

Being informed by Mr. Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, that a difficulty exists in 
relation to a certain military land scrip, relinquished to the United States by one Cummins, in payment 
of a half quarter of land in Zanesville land office, and which purchase was annulled in consequence of one 
Bay having a pre-emption right; I have to state, that at the time said entry was made, I was in possession 
of a large amount of said scrip, and that it is probable that Mr. Cummins received the scrip of me for the 
purpose of paying for his land. If so, I received value for the scrip, and would have no hesitation in 
refunding the money to Mr. Cummins, or his order, on his delivering back to me the scrip; provided I can 
apply the same, or have the same applied in the purchase of land again, in the name of such person as 
may be willing to make payment with scrip, or, in other words, if the scrip can be available to me in as 
full and ample a manner as if it had never been relinquished as above, then I will give Cummins his 
money. 

I am also informed, that the validity of my purchase of the southwest quarter of section 15, township 
6, range 11, military, is questioned. In reference to that, I have to state, that I was a bidder at the 
public sale on the first day; that the land was run up above what I was willing to give; that it was 
understood that any bids not complied with, and purchase completed that day, that the land would be 
offered the next day; accordingly, the next day being the second day of the public sale, ascertaining that 
the said land had not been paid for, and the time for opening the sales having arrived, I called up the 
tract and became the purchaser. 


CHARLES C. GILBERT. 


Tue State or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Before me, an associate judge of said county, personally appeared Thomas Flood, and made oath in 
due form of law, that the military bounty land scrip, relinquished by Cummins for land afterwards located 
by Wm. ©. Bay, was received by said Cummins of Charles C. Gilbert; that I never owned stock of that 
description in my life, either directly or indirectly; that I have no knowledge of either of the other men 
that gave depositions in this case, but am well convinced that I never used to them the language 
attributed to me (it being contrary to law and common sense), in respect to turning Bay off the premises. 

Said Flood further made oath, that to the best of his knowledge, his son, George H. Flood, had never 
heen, directly or indirectly, interested in any sale of land made at this office; that he never bid off any 
tract at a public sale for his own benefit, or on his own account, or that of his father, this deponent. 

THOMAS FLOOD. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 26th day of September, 1833. 

WILLIAM BLACKSOM, Associate Judge.  [srau.] 


THE State or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 


Personally appeared before me, one of the associate judges of said county, George H. Flood, who 
being duly sworn deposeth and saith, that some time in the summer of 1831, and previous to the public 
sale of relinquished and forfeited lands, at the Zanesville land office, a young man by the name of Wolf 
called on this deponent, and informed him he was desirous of purchasing the southwest quarter of section 
No 15, in township No. 6, of range No. 11, military, and requested this deponent to act as his, Wolf’s, 
agent at the said sale, and bid off the said land for him; that it was doubtful whether he, Wolf, would be 
present, and if he was he knew nothing about business of that description. This deponent consented, 
and at the sales did purchase for the said Wolf the above described land, and made out an application in 
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the name of Wolf, and handed it to him for the said tract. What became of the application and Wolf, or 
what arrangement he then made, this deponent is wholly ignorant, for he has no recollection of conversing 
with Wolf after he gave him the before-mentioned application. For the services this deponent rendered 
to Wolf, he did not receive a solitary farthing, and had no expectation of being paid for his services, Ty 
the whole transaction, deponent acted gratuitously for a young man who was ignorant of the mode of 
transacting business of this description. At that time, deponent was reading law in the office of W. 
Sullivan, Esq., and occasionally assisted the register in his office. And further deponent saith not. 
GEO. H. FLOOD, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 26th September, 18383. 


WILLIAM BLACKSOM, 4. J. [seat] 


* Tne Srate or Onto, Guernsey County, ss: 


Personally came before me, Isaac Wilson, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, James 
Karr, of lawful age, who, being by me duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith, that some time 
in May, or first of June, 1832, he, this deponent, went to the register’s office in Zanesville, to know 
whether the south half of the southeast quarter of section seventeen in township one, and range three, 
was vacant. Thomas Flood, register of the land office, informed this deponerit that it was for entry; this 
deponent informed the said Flood, that he, this deponent, wanted the said tract of land, but had not quite 
money enough to enter the same, and this deponent asked the said Flood what he would take and keep 
the said land for this deponent until he could get the money; this deponent does not now recollect. the 
answer that Flood made to the question. This deponent then told the said Flood, that he, this deponent, 
would give him, the said Flood, ten dollars to keep the land for this deponent for one year. To which 
the said Flood replied to this deponent, “give me the ten dollars, and say nothing about it.” This 
deponent then told the said Flood, to write Ais, this deponent’s, name on the plat of the said land, and 
he, this deponent, would give him, the said Flood, the ten dollars. The said Flood did write this 
deponent’s name on the plat of the said half quarter section of land. This deponent then handed a ten 
dollar bank note to the said Flood, which, when the said Flood looked at the ten dollar note, and seeing 
that this deponent had also two five dollar bank notes, the said Flood said to this deponent, ‘give me 
the two fives;” this deponent kept the fen, and gave the two five dollar notes to the said Flood, as a fee 
to save the Baid land to this deponent for one year; and the said Flood did save the said land for this 
deponent until some time after, when this deponent went to the said Flood’s office in Zanesville, with 
John Nowlan (the son-in-law to this deponent), and, by and with the advice and consent of this deponent, 
the said Flood permitted the said Nowlan to enter the west half of the said tract; and on the 20th day of 
May, 1833, this deponent entered the east half of the said tract. And further this deponent saith not. 


: JAMES KARR. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 28th of September, 1833. 


ISAAC WILSON, J. P. [seat] 


Having been called upon by Isaac Cannell, Esq., examiner of the land offices in Ohio, to give a 
statement of the facts that occurred relative to the transaction of business in the land office at Zanesville 
by Thomas Flood, Esq., register, while I was acting as clerk in his office, (either favorable or unfavorable 
to him.) 

As to the transaction of the greater part of the business, it is done by the clerk, who makes out the 
application and affidavits, and are sworn to by Mr. Flood, acting as justice of the peace. 

There are generally two affidavits to each entry. When the applicant enters a quarter-quarter, of 
course there is an affidavit to be taken, for which the applicant pays lin (Flood) twenty-five cents, which 
affidavit, after the land is paid out, is filed in Mr. Flood’s office, and the other affidavit is when the Jand is 
about to be paid out in scrip, for which the person who puts off the scrip in payment of the land pays 
Esquire Flood fifty cents. After the land is paid out, the entry is sent back to the office, and marked on 
the plat by the clerk. 

I was then asked to answer the following questions to the best of my knowledge, viz: 

Question. What is the man’s name that puts off the scrip? 

Answer, Charles Stetson, Esq. 

(Juestion. Does the person that puts off the scrip receive the money in the register’s office, and in 
the presence of the register? 

Answer. He does in nearly every instance. 

(Juestion. Does Mr. Flood say anything to the purchaser concerning his money, whether it is land 
office money or not? 

Answer. Mr. Flood asks the purchaser to let him (Mfr. Stetson, ) examine his money, which the pur- 
chaser accordingly does, and, if Mr. Stetson sees fit, he pays his land out in scrip (if there is no person 
living on or has a pre-emption right to the land), 

Question. Did you ever know of Mr. Flood giving the purchaser a wrong statement of the contents 
of the affidavits? 

Answer. 1 never did 

Question. Is the blank relinquishments on the scrip written ready to fill up in his office, (and wit- 
nessed?) 

Answer. They are in a great many instances. 

Question. How does the person that puts off the scrip get paid? 

Answer. I believe a percentage of $2 on $100, 

Question. Do you believe that Mr. Flood receives any of the above percentage? 

Answer. J do not know that he does. 

(Juestion. Do you know of Mr, Flood ever sending any person to find this man that puts off scrip 
in payment of land, to come and exchange another man’s money that is about buying land? 

Answer, There is not more than one instance of this kind that presents itself to my recollection at 
present, which is, one evening after dark a person came to the office to purchase land—I think two half- 
quarters. Mr. Flood asked the man to let him look at his money; he did so, and, after examining it, Mr. Flood 
told him there was two five dollar notes on the Northwestern Bank of Virginia, which Mr. Van Horne did 
not receive in payment of land, but he said that if he would wait he would get a man that would exchange 
his money, and not charge him anything. Mr. Flood then asked me if I could go up and tell Mr. Stetson 
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to come down, and pay out the man’s land in serip; which I done, Mr. Stetson then took the man’s 
and told him he would go down and pay out the land, which he paid out in serip. After Mr. 


l, he paid Mr. Flood one dollar for the two affidavits; without said affidavits he could not 


money, 
Stetson returnes : 
have paid out the land in scrip. 


ZANESVILLE, Ohio, September 28, 1833. 
I, George II. Hilton, do certify the above to be a true statement of facts relative to the transaction 
of business while I was clerk in the register’s office at Zanesville, under Thomas Flood, Esq., register, 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


GEO. Ht. HILTON. 


Deposition of Charles P. Moore, of Spencer township, Guernsey county, Ohio, taken on this 28th 
September, 1833, at my office, before me, Jesse Keen, justice of the peace in and for Muskingum county, 
Ohio, at the request of John Cummins, late of Guernsey county, Ohio: 

The said Charles P. Moore, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, he saw in the possession of William 
(. Bay, a copy of an oath that the aforesaid John Cummins should have sworn before Thomas Flood, 
Esq., register of the land office, Zanesville; which oath said Cummins protests he never took, and called 
on me to go with him to Esq. Flood, to hear if he, Flood, would not acknowledge he never adminstered 
the oath to said Cummins. 

1, said Charles P. Moore, in company with John Cummins, called at the register’s office. The 
register, Esq. Flood, was not in: we found in the office a young man called George Flood. He said his 
father, the register, had gone east of the mountains. Mr. Cummins asked George Flood if he, Cummins, 
had been sworn in that office relating to the entry of a piece of land which he had entered some time 
previous? George Flood replied, you never have been sworn in this office. Mr, Cummins then requested 
George Flood to give him, from under his hand, an instrument of writing to show that he never had 
been sworn, so as to contradict the story Win. C. Bay was telling of his, Cummins, having sworn false. 
Mr. George Flood said he would: he wrote something; handed it to Mr. Cummins; he folded it up, put ” 
in his pocket without showing it to me, (he, Cummins, not able to write or read writing,) but supposing, 
as also I did, that Mr. George Flood had given him what he asked for, Some time after, probably two 
months, I saw the piece of writing given by Mr. G. Flood to Cummins, read it, and found it did not 
contain what we expected, The time of this transaction—deponent does not recollect the precise time of 
this occurrence, but believes the instrument written by George Flood to be dated. And further this 
deponent saith not. 


; CHARLES P. MOORE. 


Tue Srate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

I, Jesse Keen, justice of the peace in and for said county, do hereby certify that Charles P. Moore 
was by me sworn to testify the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, as a witness in the 
within case, and that the within deposition by him subscribed was reduced to writing by me, and taken 
at the time and place within mentioned. 

Given under my hand and seal this 28th Sept., 1833. 

JESSE KEEN, Justice of the Peace. 


Harrison Townsnip, Knox County, Ohio, October 1, 183 
Thereby certify that T attended at the sales of forfeited lands offered for sale at the register’s office 
in Zanesville, on the 18th day of July, 1831, for the purpose of purchasing the southwest quarter of 
section fifteen, in township No. six, in ranee No. eleven of the unappropriated lands in the United States’ 
military district. And when the said land was set up at sale, I bid it wp to three dollars and fifty cents 
per acre; when Charles C. Gilbert, or George H. Flood, bid over that sum, and, as I now think, one cent 
per acre. The land was struck off, and sold to the said Gilbert or Flood. I am not certain at this time 
which of them became the purchaser, but I think it was the smallest man, the most pallid looking one; 
and when the purchaser stepped into the office he said that the land was Peter Wolf’s, or that the land 
was struck off to Peter Wolf. 
> Thad the money with me, and would have paid for the land at three dollars and fifty cents per acre, 
which was my highest bid. From the conduct of Thomas Flood, register of the land office, and his son 
George H. Flood, and Charles C. Gilbert, I then did think from what I heard from George H. Flood, or 
Charles C. Gilbert, which one I cannot tell, told Jacob Wolf to go into the office, and not to say a word: 
this was at the commencement of the sales. And I do now believe there was an understanding among 
them to prevent me from getting the land, that they, or some of them, might have opportunity to 


speculate. y 
THOMAS DILLIN. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this first day of October, 1833. 


WM. BEVANS, J. P. 


Tne Srate or Onto, Knox County, ss: 

I, Alexander Elliott, clerk of the court of common pleas for said county, do hereby certify that 
William Bevans, before whom the above affidavit was taken, was, at the time of taking the same, and 
yet is, an acting justice of the peace for said county, duly commissioned and sworn, and full faith and 
credit are due to all his official acts as such, as well in courts of justice as thereout. And I further 
certify that the foregoing signature, purporting to be his, is genuine. In testimony whereof, I have 
hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said court, at the clerk’s office in Mount Vernon, this lst day 


of October, 1833. 
ALEX. ELLIOTT, Clerk. 





















































































Examiners report, commencing on the 21st day of September, 1833, and ending on the 25th day of the same 
month. 


BernarD VAN Horne, receiver of public moneys at Zanesville, within the State of Ohio, in account with the United States, 
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Wooster, Ohio, August 10, 1833. 

Sir: I have the honor to report that I arrived in this town at night on the 4th of August, and entered 
upon duty next morning, and continued until this day, and expect to leave this place on Monday, the 
12th, and hope to arrive at Bucyrus on Tuesday the 13th. That office, I understand, is doing a large 
business; the enterprising and industrious Germans, and others, settling in that district are the principal 
reasons given for the increase of sales. ‘The general character of Mr. Lake, the register, and Mr. Quimby 
the receiver, of this place, do an honor to the dignity of the government so far as I have had the pleasure 
of an intercourse with them. They both appeared every way disposed to afford me every facility imme- 
diately on my arrival at their office, to enable me to have a full examination of the books and papers 
and I have endeavored to procced in order though the whole of all my investigations under your instruc. 
tions, and found everything in complete order ever since the present register’s appointment, which was 
in May, 1829. Very many omissions appear, particularly on the book of plats, before that period; but 
since that time the entries of the land sold in this district have been made in the register of certificates, 
journal, and ledger, to the 8th of this month, and in the sale book to the 11th of May, 1833, at which 
time it was filled, and in the tract book and township plats to the 8th. In opening the tract book, the 
instructions from the department have been completed at this office, by commencing with the lowest 
number of section, township, and range, and running up in numerical order to the highest number of 
township and range in the district, with the exception of the 17th township, and range the 14th, which, 
from some cause unknown to the register, were omitted in the proper place, but follow the highest 
number of township in the district. I observe eight faint lines are left for each entry section, and a pro- 
portional number fur each fractional section. The instructions contained in the circular of the 8th May, 
1832, have been complied with. The register observed to me that he had transmitted, on the 5th of 
June, 1832, to the surveyor general’s office, a list of fractional sections, and parts of fractional sections, 
remaining unsold in this district, which were to be subdivided under the provisions of the act of the 5th 
of April, 1832. No reply or returns as yet have been received at this office. The order the register has 
adopted in making enties of sales on the books of this office are, when the application and the receiver's 
receipt are delivered by the party making the purchase, the register compares them together, and, if 
found to agree, the same is entered on the blotter of the register of certificates. Ie then makes the 
entries in the tract book and township plats, and compares the entries with the application before filed, 
He then transcribes the blotter in the register of certificates, journal, and sales book; from the journal 
he posts into the ledger. The township plats (66 in number) are all in one volume, and covered with a 
light buckskin. They are now, and long before they came into the possession of the present register, 
(as I am informed) in a very bad condition, very much defaced, and in every way bad, and badly put 
together. In the first place it is entirely too large, and should have been bound in two or three volumes, 
I think it would be much better to have an entire new set of township plats taken from those in the sur- 
veyor general’s office, and have them correetly marked from the records here. It would be a tedious 
business to make correct entries on a new set of plats, as the old ones are in such bad condition, and the 
entries not having been regularly made on the same until latter years. They have been so badly kept 
that the present register of this office cannot sell a tract of land without first referring to the tract book. 
The fact of land appearing as vacant on the plats is no evidence that it is so. The other records are 
generally all well bound and in good condition, except the tract book, which, from the slight manner of 
the binding, has become a little out of repair, and it is not in as good order as it should be; however, 
with great care it may be preserved, so that the government, nor any private individual, will sustain any 
injury. As the department has thought proper to dispense with the sales’? book, no new books are 
wanted in this office; a journal will be wanted in about nine months. The present officers appear to use 
every precaution to preserve and keep filed in their order; both keep them in cases from exposure to the 
dust. The circular of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, in relation to the pre-emption law 
of the 29th of May, 1829, has been complied with. Much dissatisfaction with the purchasers for want 
of patents prevails; the register has not received any for a long time. IT have the pleasure to inform 
you that I have given both of the offices in this place a satisfactory examination of all the books and 
papers, &e., connected with offices, comparing one with the other in every respect, and have the satis- 
faction to say they are in complete order, and I believe that the government has no more faithful officers 
than those two gentlemen. The books are all posted up to the time before-mentioned. A large book-case, 
ralued at eighteen dollars, and one table, valued at four dollars, (twenty-two dollars) are all the fur- 
niture in the register’s; and a book-case, valued at twelve dollars, and an iron chest, valued at 
about thirty dollars, are all the furniture belonging to the United States in the receiver's office. 


Enclosed with this you will receive a statement of the true balance of cash in his hand, as receiver of 


the public moneys, to the 6th day of this mouth, that being the day on which my examination closed at 
that office. 

There appears not more than fifty thousand acres of public land left for sale in this district, and 
they are generally in small fractional sections; in the Steubenville district not more than twenty thou- 
sand left. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


ISAAC CANNELL, Evraminer of the Land Offices in Ohio. 


To the Hon. Extyan Waywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 
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Examiner's report, commencing on the 5th day of August, 1833, and ending oi the 6th day of August, 1833. 


SAMUEL QuimBy, receiver of public moneys at Wooster, within the State of Ohio, in account wtih the United States. 


Dr. 
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Disbursements under specific heads. 








Cash deposited in Bank of U. S. at Pittsburgh, 
for quarter ending the 30th September, 1852. 
Cash deposited in Bank of U. 8. at Pittsburgh, 
for quarter ending the 31st December, 1852. 
Cash deposited in Bank of U.S. at Pittsburgh, 
for quarter ending the 31st March, 1831.... | 
Cash deposited in Bank of U.S. at Pittsburgh, 
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ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices in Ohio. 
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Wasnineton Crry, October 24, 1833. 
Sir: I have the honor to enclose the original extracts from the receiver's journal, taken and deliv- 
ered to me, by himself, at Wapaukonnetta. 
I have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC CANNELL. 
Hon. R. B. Taxey, Secretary of the Treasury, Washington. 


Receiver’s Orricr, Piqua, Ohio, August 12, 1829. 


Casu, Dr. To sales of public lands. 
1829. 

59-53.—Aug. 12. For the sum of one hundred and five dollars and sixty-five cents, as per receipt No. 
509, granted to Westley Cole, of Pickaway county, being in full for the east half of fractional section 
No. 2, township No. 8 south, range No. 6 east, containing 84,52, acres, at the rate of one dollar and 
twenty-live cents per acre, $105.65. 

59-53.—Sept. 19. For the sum of one hundred and twenty-one dollars and seventy-four cents, as per 
receipt No. 416, granted to Andrew Stewart, of Mercer county, being in full for the southwest fraction of 
section No. 8, township No. 4 south, range No, 2 east, containing 97,39 acres, at the rate of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre ; $77.59, in forfeited land stock, certificate No. 1,638, issued at Chillicothe 
land office; and $44.15 in cash, $121.74. 

52-53.—Oct. 20. For the sum of one hundred and six dollars and seventy-cight cents, as per receipt 
No. 519, granted to Andrew Clemmer, of Montgomery county, being in full for the west fraction of sec- 
tion No. 9, township No. 3 north, and range No. 2 east, containing 85542; acres, at the rate of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, $106.78. 

§2-53.—Nov. 26. For the sum of ninety-five dollars and ninety-one cents, as per receipt No. 526, 
eranted to John Plummer, of Williams county, being in full for the east fraction south half of seetion 
No, 20, township No. 5 north, range No. 4 east, containing 767%; acres, at the rate of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, $95.91. 

1830. 

57-58.—June 15. For the sum of one hundred and fifty-eight dollars and eighteen cents, as per re- 
ceipt No. 536, granted to Samuel Morecraft, of Clark county, being in full for the southeast fractional 
quarter of section No. 34, township No, 5 south, range No. 8 east, containing 126,545 acres, at the rate of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, $158.18. 

57-58.— Aug. 26. For the sum of one hundred and sixteen dollars and twenty-six cents, as per receipt 
No. 543, granted to Benjamin Mendenhall, of Miami county, being in full for fractional section No. 15, 
township No. 8 south, range No. 4 cast, containing 93,95 acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, $116.26. 

57-58.—Noy. 17. For the sum of twenty-six dollars and forty-four cents, as per receipt No. 556, 
granted to John Acres, of Williams county, being in full for southwest fraction of southeast quarter of 
section No, 20, township No. 5 north, range No. 4 east, containing 21,\%5 acres, at the rate of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, $26.44. 

1831. 
57-58.—Jan. 14. For the sum of one hundred and thirty dollars and forty-four cents, as per receipt 
No. 567, granted to James Aiken, of Montgomery county, being in full for the east half of northwest 
quarter of section No. 6, township No, 8 south, range No. 5 east, containing 104,85; acres, at the rate of 
one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, $130.44. 

57-58.—March 14. For the sum of seven dollars and thirty-four cents, as per receipt No. 571, granted 
to William Sarbee, of Franklin county, being in full for south fraction of south half of section No. 31, 
township No. 1 north, range No. 6 cast, containing 548%) acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, $7.34. 

62—63.—April 28. For the sum of one hundred and one dollars and eighty-seven cents, as per receipt 
No. 573, granted to Albert P. Wood, of Allen county, being in full for the east half of northwest quarter 
of section No. 7, township No. 3 south, range No. 7 east, containing 81,59; acres, at the rate of one dollar 
and fifty cents per acre, $101.87. 

62—63.—May 14. For the sum of one hundred and fifteen dollars and sixty-two cents, as per receipt 
No, 557, granted to James L. Simes, of Clark county, being in full for the west half of southwest quarter 
of section No. 30, township No. 6 south, range No, 4 east, containing 92,59, acres, at the rate of one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre, $115.62. 

62-63.—June 4, For the sum of one hundred and twenty-eight dollars and eighteen cents, as per re- 
ceipt No, 582, granted to Jesse Haller, of Champaigne county, being in full for the southwest fraction of 
south half of section No. 15, township No. 4 north, range No. 4 east, containing 102,5,4; acres, at the 
rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, $128.18. 

62—63.—Sept. 24. For the sum of one hundred and two dollars and thirteen cents, as per receipt No. 
603, granted to John Henline, of Mercer county, being in full for the east half of the southwest quarter 
of section No, 6, township No, 5 south, range No. 3 east, containing 8179; acres, at the rate of one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre; received $79.50 in forfeited land scrip, certificate No. 7,795, issued 
at Cincinnati, and $22.63 in cash, $102.13. 

64—65.—Oct. 12. For the sum of ninety-six dollars and twenty-five cents, as per receipt No. 613, 
granted to William Scott, of Putnam county, being in full for the west fraction of the southwest quarter 
of section No. 11, township No. 1 north, range No. 5 east, containing 77 acres, or at the rate of one dol- 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre, $96.25. 

64—65.—Dec. 26. For the sum of ninety-five dollars and thirty-nine cents, as per receipt No. 637, 
granted to Joseph Mendenhall, of Miami county, for the west half of southeast quarter of section No. 10, 
township No. 8 south, range No. 4 east, containing 76,34 acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, $95.39. 
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1832. 
67-68.—Jan. 2. For the sum of ninety-one dollars and forty-eight cents, as per receipt No. 641 
granted to Jacob Rankin, of Fayette county, being in full for the southwest fraction of section No, 14 
township No. 4 south, range No. 2 east, containing 73748, acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre, $91.48. 
67-68.—Feb. 29. For the sum of one hundred and thirty-three dollars and_ sixty-five cents, as per re- 
ceipt No. 654, granted to Westley Cole, of Pickaway county, for the west half on fractional section No, 
2, township No. 8 south, range No. 6 east, containing 106;%3%, acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre, $133.65. 
67-68.—March21. For the sum of seventy-three dollars and twenty-five cents, as per receipt No. 665 
granted to William McDowell, of Mercer county, for the west half of southeast quarter of section No. 
19, township No. 7 south, range No. 1 east, containing 58,%% acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre, $73.25. 
85—-94.—Dee. 25. For the sum of two thousand five hundred and forty-eight dollars, as per receipt 
No. 1,013, granted to Joseph Barnett and Peter Aughenbaugh, of Montgomery county, and Jonathan 
Kemper Wilds and James Booker Gardiner, of Warren county, for the south fraction of southwest quarter 
of section No. 29, township No. 5 south, range No. 6 east, containing 31,%% acres, at the rate of eighty 
dollars per acre,* $2,548.00 
1833. 
89-98.—Jan. 1. For the sum of fifty-eight dollars and thirteen cents, as per receipt No. 1,147, granted 
to Thomas Vincent Goddard, of Shelby county, for the northeast fraction of northeast quarter of section 
No. 35, township No. 5 south, range No. 5 east, containing 467895 acres, at the rate of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, $58.13. 
Aug. 10. For the sum of fifty dollars, as per receipt No. 1,807, granted to Jonathan Weston Milhol- 
len, of Clark county, for the southeast quarter of southeast quarter of section No. 10, township No. 7 
south, range No. 5 east, containing 40 acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, 
$50.00. 





*The 31 acres, &o., of land on the Auglaise river, in Allen county, Ohio, on which the town of Wapaukonnetta is located, and a 
part of which belongs to the register and receiver, with a number of other valuable tracts about the town, although they are not entered 
in their name, as stated by Mr. James Booker Gardiner. 
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252 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1259, 


° Wapavkonnetra, Ohio, August 30, 1833, 

Sir: I embrace a moment to report that I arrived in this town about 11 euNee k on Friday night, the 

23d of August, after the most solitary, anxious, and fatiguing day Lever spent in a wilderness. [ left 
Bucyrus on the afternoon of the 20th August, passing through the W yandot reserve to Upper Sandusky, 
where I remained during the night; and from thence I proce eded to Belle fontaine, and through the wilder. 
ness to the ancient cabin village, called Waupau, located on the banks of the Aue: lise river, after travel. 
ing about 105 miles from Bucyrus. The lands are rich and timber large, but nearly all sold near the 
river. On Saturday morning, the 24th of August, I entered upon duty, “and continued my examinations, 
by endeavoring to assort and look over such books and papers as were presented by the receiver, so as i. 
enable me, as far as possible, to ascertain the true balance that should be in his hands; and as he had not 
Iris books posted, nor his money assorted, it consumed much time to ascertain, correctly, the balance due 
the government. As this officer appeared exceedingly well disposed, and very politely offered every 
facility in my several examinations, I feel very sorry I cannot, conscientiously, report favorably as to the 
general appearance of his office. It cannot be kept neat, &e., as the receiver appeared to feel; and he 
expressed much regret that it was not what he wished it to be. He is compelled to keep his office 
in a small back log room, under the same roof with the register’s office; and as this house belongs 
to the register, he reserves the best part for his own office. The gentleme n slee p together in an adjoin- 
ing room very near the door that enters the receivers office; so ‘that the funds are as well guarded as 
they can be at present. There is not room to arrange his writing desk, or book-case, and the poor old 
box, or chest, made of oak, and his table. He has to keep his cash in this old unsafe box. Permit me 
to say that he should be directed to purchase a good iron chest for that purpose, as he is far removed from 
any bank. The small case is not very well calculated to keep his books and papers as they should be kept. 

Both the register and receiver are most industriously engaged in building themselves good brick 
offices, and expect to have them completed in a few weeks, and then they will do all they can towards 
preparing immediately to remove their families to Wapaukonnetta; but their first plan is to prepare 
houses for the safety of the property belonging to the United States, committed to their care. They both 
appear to labor under very many disadvantages for the want of houses for workmen to live in. As soon 
as the present officers are removed to their new offices, they will then have more room, and they promise 
tu keep them in complete order. 

As to Col. Thomas B. Van Horne, he ape ws to understand his department well, being an old officer; 
and our friend, Mr. Skinner, promises to have a first rate clerk as soon as he gets in his new office, and 
keep everything in proper order, The book case, valued at twelve dollars, one table at two dollars, and the 
old box, at two dollars, except the books, are all the property belonging to the United States in the receiv- 
er’s office; and Mr. 8. reports that the indisposition of his present clerk has been the cause of his books 
not being posted, His journal is up to the 10th of August, his receipt book to the 21st of August, and 
his ledger posted up to the 12th of August. He further states the book in which the register of forfeited 
land stock and military bounty land scrip [is kept,] is entirely too small, and very indifferent; the regis- 
ter of scrip, as he states, should be kept in a well bound book. We informs me that the best lands in 
this district have been selected for canal purposes: there is searcely a tract of value on the water, out 
of the reserves, that the State commissioners have not selected, and the great quantity of scrip offered 
considerably curtail the amount of cash that would otherwise be paid in cash. For the reasons given, 
hopes he may be excused respecting his books. 

Col. Van Horne is certainly a man of business, although his books are not up. The entries in the 
register of certificates are made up to the 25th of July, 1 833; in the journal, ledger, and sales’ book, to the 
24th July, 1833; the tract books are posted from day to day. They were opene d, leaving eight spaces, 
or faint lines, to each section; and, as yet, the spaces have been sufficie nt; but in some instances, the 
register, anticipating a want of room, has placed some of the forty acre entries between the faint lines. 
The tract books were all opened at this office prior to the passage of the law authorizing the sale of 
quarter-quarter sections; and, consequently, eight spaces or faint lines only were left. The tract books 
commenced with section 1, township L south, range 1 east—the southwestern part of the district having 
been first surveyed, and offered at sale. He then appears to proceed in regular order with all the lands 
south of the base line, except the Indian reservations. He then goes on, section 1, township 1 north, 
range 1 east, in the reeul: wv order, north of the base line, except the Indian reserv ations. It appears 
when the W apaukonne tta, Hog Cree k, and Lewistown reserves were offered for sale, the tract books were 
continued with the lowest section, township and range. The pre-emption privileges in favor of house- 
keepers have been attended to; and the register has a number of affidavits on file claiming pre-emption 
privileges to lands on the Anglaise river, and within five miles of it, which were suspe ‘nded_ from sale in 
1829. In the entries of forty acre lots, or quarter-quarter sections, ‘the regulation has not been complied 
with; and the reason given by the register was, because there was not a magistrate within cight or ten 
miles since the office was removed to Wapaukonnetta in April last. Although this has been the case, the 
register appears to feel confident that in but one or two cases has any person entered more than two 
quarter-quarter sections, and were permitted to be entered with a full conviction that they were intended 
for cultivation, or for the use of improvement owned by the applicants, except a few Germans, who enter 
a number of forty acre lots, and who cannot be made to understand; and those are generally situated 
near them, and are wanted for firewood and building timber. In some cases the register has taken the 
liberty to administer the oath when no judicial opinion could be obtained. Every sale, as far back as | 
examined, at this office, has been entered on the township plats, with the word “sold” only, [and on] the 
tract books, sales’ book, register of certificates, journal, and ledger, except one or two that we re, in the 
hurry of business, neglected to be marked, and- were necessarily withdrawn; and one of the cases the 
registe r expects to be under the nec essity of reporting to your honor, unless a compromise between the 
parties can be effected. The township. plats, as you may recollect, are on very thin, spongy, weak 
paper. They have been bound together in one volume very long before there were any directions to 
that effect. The register informs me that when you were at Piqua as an examiner, that you promised to 
recommend the preparation of an entire new set; and, under that expectation, he neglected, until this 
summer, to paste muslin to them, Some few had been torn, but not to injure them materially when the 
cotton was attached to them. The weather being damp and 1: iny, many of the plats became very much 
spotted from their dampness: the result ts, that many are def faced, and will certainly require to be 
renewed, <A new set of plats are necessary for this office, as there is much vacant land to be entered 
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in this district as yet. The other books of the office are well bound, in good order, and are entirely 
sufficient for the office, The papers, with a few exceptions, are filed, numbered or labeled, and are kept 
under a lock and key in the office desk, The register has not furnished a list of unsold fractions to the 
surveyor general in this district liable to be divided. He informs me that the fractions on Hog creek 
and Blanched river were generally selected under the direction of the governor of Ohio in 1829. The 
fractions on the Auglaise river were suspended from sale in 1829, no provision having been made by the 
State of Ohio for the division of fractions ; and as it was not known what part of those lands would be 
designated for the United States; it was expected that the lands on the Maumee river would also be 
suspended from sale for the same reason: and the register further informs me that it was well known to 
him that the surveyor general was much pressed, and unable to make the divisions; and further, there 
being no complaints as he knew of, (only one or two applications having been made for a division,) and 
as the water courses are considered the most desirable lands in the district, and as the purchasers have 
been willing to enter them as they were originally laid off, the register considered it not very important 
or essential; and further states, that those divisions would cost a large sum, and, when done, would rather 
retard than facilitate the sale of public lands. Those are his reasons given for his not performing his 
duty in that respect, but promises to attend to the order very shortly. How far his reasons may bear 
the test, it is with you or the honorable Secretary of the Treasury to judge. In answer to my particular 
inquiries, why their families did not reside at Wapaukonnetta, &c., your honor will find the reasons given 
in their joint letter, which I have enclosed. In my hurried report from Bucyrus, 1 neglected to encluse a 
receipt for $100, which you will now find enclosed with this report. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices of Ohio. 
The Hon. Exisan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 


The furniture belonging to the United States in the register’s office in this place, exclusive of books, 
&e., are as follows, viz: 

1 large desk, valued at $18 

1 book-case, valued at 12—$3 

Long since I left Wapaukonnetta, I have received information, evidently from very high authority, 
and from a source which I cannot doubt for a moment its correctness, that the following practices prevail 
with the officers of the land offices at Wapaukonnetta, Ohio. When either of those gentlemen are absent 
upon a visit to their families, which is the case alternately, one will do the duty of both. As the law 
designs that each officer should be a check on the other, it is manifestly improper that either should trans- 
act the business of the other. That both the register and receiver are concerned in land speculations and 
have made many purchases and sales. Jt is reported to me that the register has made purchases in the 
name of his son, which have been subsequently transferred from the son to the father. I have also been 
informed that the tracts reserved from sale have been sold by the receiver, while acting in the absence 
of the register, and he has also permitted more than two tracts of forty acres each to be entered by the 
same person while doing duty for the register. The register has also acted as auctioneer at the public 
sales in December, 1832, and struck off lands to himself. He has acted in the triple capacity of auctioneer, 
register, and receiver, at a sale of several reserved tracts in June last. I have also been informed 
that it is a matter of general report and notoriety that lands are reserved from sale by the register, even 
after applied for, and afterwards purchased by the receiver and himself in partnership. This impression 
has been so strong in the public mind, that persons designing to purchase have been afraid to examine 
the books of the offices, or make known the number of the section in which they wished to enter. The 
register holds the office of register of the canal lands for Ohio, and acts alternately in both. The Ohio 
office is supposed to be worth about a thousand dollars. The receiver has some very valuable property 
in the beautiful and improving town of Dayton, and also in and about the village of Wapaukonnetta. 

All respectfully submitted, 
ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices. 


Lanp Orrice, Wapaukonnetta, Ohio, August 27, 1833. 

Sir: In answer to your inquiries, why the families of the land officers are not residing at this place, 
we state, that the land on which the town of Wapaukonnetta is situated was not purchased until Decem- 
ber last; that a sale of lots did not take place until late in March; that there were nof, at that time, but 
three or four houses in the place that were tenantable, and when the land offices were removed the first 
of April, they were all occupied, and it was with some difficulty we could be accommodated with office 
room, We have each since purchased lots, on which there are log houses, which we are at this time fit- 
ting up for the accommodation of our families. We have materials ready, and contracts made to build 
brick offices, and expect to remove our families here in October next. Although our families have not 
been here, we have constantly given our personal attention to the offices, except when called to our fami- 
lies when sick, and the necessary absence of the receiver in making his deposits. Having been requested 
to state the circumstances under which General Taylors scrip was deposited, and land marked and re- 
ceived for him, I state that, on the 11th day of April, 1833, Henry Hendrickson, the agent of James Tay- 
lor, called at this office, and applied for a number of tracts of land, amounting, at $1.25 per acre, to 
$1,412.35, and rendered in payment thereof serip to about the same amount, which appeared to have 
heen regularly issued at the Treasury Department, but was not assigned; for the want of which he was 
told it could not be received in payment of land. Ife produced a letter from Gen, Taylor, stating that he 
wished his agent to select and apply for land to the amount of the scrip; that he would, in a short time, 
come to the office; and if there was any informality in the scrip that would prevent it from being re- 
ceived, that he would then be prepared to perfect it, and requested as a favor that the land might be 
marked and withheld from sale yntil he should arrive. . Being always willing to accommodate purchasers 
of the public lands as far as practicable, and perhaps further sometimes than proper, his request was 
complied with; a special application for the tracts made out and filed, and a receipt for the scrip given 
to Mr. Hendrickson by the register. Shortly afier we were enjoined by the court of common pleas of 
Allen county not to sell the lands thus applied for. A printed copy of the mandate of the court was a 
short time since forwarded to Judge Hayward : 
THOMAS B. VAN HORNE. 
Isaac Cannes, Esq. ROBERT J. SKINNER. 
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List of public lands entered at Wapaukonnetta, Ohio. 











Date. Purchaser. Tract. 
| 
Pub. sale. | 
1832. Dec. 24..| Jos. Barnett ....+++| E. pt. N. E. }.. 
do do cennien |W. pt. NE. }.. 
do a <a | WoW. 2.0000. : 
do do veseeee) EQS. Ey feces 
do de wondens| We GW. Es. 
do rere) et . . fe er 
do do saeaess Wi SBOWs foes 
do Me haeseay Bo oe 
do do Sennseel Ws SE We Bese 
é do do “seeeess| Es $8. W. 3. 
| 
Dec. 24..| J. B. Gardiner .....| E. 1S. W. J. 
do do sseeal We POs Wi Base 
1832. Dec. 26.. do seeee S. Es fraction... 
do do eooee, S. fraction .-.-+- 
do do eoooe N.EJf. N. W. G 


1832. Dec. 24.. 
do 
do 
do 


1832. Dec. 25.. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Dec. 26.. 





do 


Jos. Barnett ...+++- 


P. Aughenbaugh ... 
J. B. Gardiner .....! 
Jno. K. Wilds......! 


do 


do 


eee 


PRA Biesccsus 


|N.E. f. N. 


| N. W.f. 8S. 


E. 1N. W. 3.... 
W.4N. W. 3... 
"| 
1 
4 


E 
N. W.f. N. E. 





N. W. f. 
N.E. f. 


S.W.f. S. E. 2}! 
1 
+ 


TR 


1 
4 
w.3 
. frac. S. W. 4} 





GENERAL LAND OrFice, October 25, 1833. 





il 


15 


11 


3l 


29 


| | 

Sec. ‘Town- R’ ge. Acres. Rate. Amount. 
| ship. | 
| | 
48. | 65. "8.67 $1 31 $103 06 
eee Aina 79.85 1 25 99 81 
eee eee 163.24 1 25 204 05 
Sat Waki 80.00 2 55 204 00 
Seu T pales 80.00 1 75 140 00 
48. 6E. 80.00 1 50 120 00 
re era 80.00 1 25 100 00 
48. | 6E. | 80.00 1 25 100 00 
wooo | seve | 80.00 3 10 248 00 
48.165. | 80.00 2 00 160 00 
881.76 | $1,480 72 
== | cscs | 

| 
4 S. | 6 E. | 80.00 1 50 $120 00 
ek bees 80.00 1 26 100 80 
5S. /6E. 7.64 3 871 29 61 
hie Pinaes 12.18 1 85 22 53 
5S./6E. 35.86 1 75 62 76 
215.68 | $335 70 
48./68./ 80.00 | 259 | $207 20 
ree oe 80.00 2 36 188 80 
5S. |16E. | 39.60 1 35 53 46 
ieee: Le 2 30 88 04 
| 237.88 $537 50 
5S. | 65. 42.00 12 25 $514 50 
Pe ae 3 00 174 63 
vr oy 60.80 8 12! 487 50 
or ; 60.00 5 75 345 00 
no eo 31.85 80 00 2,548 00 
5S. |6E. 166.00 1 25 200 00 
| 412.06 $4,269 63 
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No. of 
certificate. 


—$—_____ 


39 
940 
941 
942 
943 
949 
950 
954 


962 


944 
945 
1,014 
1,015 
1,019 


952 
953 
1,017 
1,013 


1,009 
1,010 
1,011 
1,012 
1,013 
1,025 


W. 8S. SMITIL, Accountant. 
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List of tracts of public lands entered at Piqua and Wapaukonnetta, by the register and receiver. 








‘Town. 
Date. Purchase. Tract. Sec. | ship. 
— 

1832. April 21 Wm. Alex. Van Horne W.}S.W.j.. 1;,5S. 
1833, Jan. 23, do cs. eee a ar 
Mar. 11 | do S. E. of N. E.3...; 29 | 58. 

April 10, do RIG fowl & | OH 

do | do W.4N.W.3....., 5 168. 

oe | do S.E.Jof N.E.3.| 25 | 58. 

May 27 | do 8. E. f'n of N. 3 20 | 4N, 

June 6 do E. AN. W. 3 o0ee. 5 6S. 

1832. Dec. 25 | Rob’t Jones Skinner ..) E.3N.E.}. .---/ 28 | 458, 
do do W. aN. B.}..0-../ 28 | 48. 

do do E.48.E. }.....-] st | 58. 

do do W. 4S. E. }...6--) 31 5 S. 

do do W. 38. W. 3.0.0) 14 1558. 

do do B. FMER Ge sc00s] WH | OB, 

do do W.1S.W.3.....| 21 | 5S. 

do do E. 18S. E. 2 ..0-0-] 24 | 5S. 

do do W.1N.E. 3....-6) 25 | 558. 

Dec. 26 do S. E. fr. N. W. 3. 31 5S. 

do do E.1N. W. }.....-| 33 | 5S. 

do do N.E. fr.S. W.3..| 2 | 5S. 

do do SE 88.2.) & | 88: 

do do S. W. fr. N. W..| 25 | 5S. 

do do N.E. fr. N.E.3..| 36 | 58. 

Dec. 25 | do K. part N. W. 3... 5 |6E. 
1853. Jan. 2, do E. fraction of ....-| 30 | 5 E. 
1833. Feb. 20  Skinnerand Van Horne S. E. j..++++ee+++| 31 | 5 E. 
April 6 do E. 48. W. }...--| 31 | 5 E.| 

do | do Bi 18: Bi dccsss| WD | om 

July 22 do WiKi Bedovices| 1% 18 
1833. Jan. 2) Thos. Budd Van Horne) N. W. fr.N.E.3..| 36 | 5 E. | 
Jan. 27 do W. 48. W. gee.) 5 |6E. | 
do do 1. gS. E. Jeeves) 6 6 E. | 
do do E.4N.E. Juco] 7 | 6 E.| 
do do WiiWii) 8 1s * 





















































Pu i 
R’ge.| Contents, Rate. cane Pata 
a 3 sod 

| A’rs. Hdhs. | 
2E./ 80.00 $1 25 $100 00 679 
6E. 160.00 1 25 200 00 1,223 
6E. 39.10 1 25 48 88 1,313 
6 E. | 79.63 1 25 99 54 1,391 
6 E. | 79.88 1 25 99 85 1,392 
5E.| 62.60 1 25 78 25 1,393 
5 E.| 121.44 1 25 151 80 1,595 
6 E. | 80.06 1 25 100 08 1,642 

| 702.71 | | $878 40 

ee ——————e——o—— 
6E.} 80.00 3 45 $276 00 975 
6E.| 80.00 131 | 104 80 976 
7 E. | 80.00 2 05 | 164 00 988 
7 E. | 80.00 125 | 100 00 989 
6 E. 80.00 145 | 116 00 995 
6 E. 80.00 1521 | 122 00 996 
6 E. 80.00 1 25 100 00 999 
6 E. 80.00 1 372 110 00 1,004. 
6 E. 80.00 1 273 102 00 1,007 
6 E. 38.50 1 50 7 75 1,021 
6 E. 80.00 1 25 100 00 1,027 
5 E. 31.62 1 75 55 34 1,031 
5 E. 45.90 1 50 68 85 1,032 
5 E. 37.22 1 47! 54 90 1,050 
5 E. 20.76 1 65 34 25 1,059 
7 E. 36.47 1 25 108 09 1,063 
6 E. | 21.05 1 30 27 37 1,142 

| 1,081.52 | | $1,701 35 

| SSI ——eeSee 
6E.| 160.00 1 25 $200 00 1,277 
6E., 80.00 1 25 100 00 1,380 
6 E. 80.00 1 25 100 00 1,381 
6E 80.00 1 25 100 00 1,759 

400.00 | | $500 00 
| 
5 E. 34.07 170 | $57 91 1,061 
6 E. 80.00 125 ; 100 00 1,073 
6 E. 80.00 1 42 113 60 1,074 
6 E. 80.00 1 49 119 20 1,075 
6 E. 80.00 2 50 200 00 1,077 
354.07 $590 71 

















GENERAL LAND OrFicr, October 22, 1832. 













































Examiner's report, commencing on the 24th day of August, 1833, and ending on the 26th day of August 1833 
rd diana: | DO. 


Rozpert J. SKINNER, receiver of public moneys at Wapaukonnetta, within the State of Ohio, in account with the United States 
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Dr. Receipts under specfiic heads. 
ee ae 
- | g. 1.28) @ | 
| Pa | “ g zn as | 
| ad | S 3e Py | o a 
= | 23 | a | gs8 
| = a kh | nm 2 
| 5) | = @ na | na 8 
5 | Ex | S | = a | 3 
S |; £3 | H : Se 4 = 
3 : aes = | —_—s 4 2 
| S g aes =| 
| | ga) 2 | oe 
“a «3 | a | a 2 = 
a 3 a 5 2 
oD | Ss) | By Pa ; 
Balance due on the 3lst July, 1832... ..ceceeeeeseceeeees Sp eiak we POOR: ETUC DETR Seba ereced ieeakshonewnt $933 35 i 
During the month of August, 1832...+++eseeee- oceeeee eee cece ceccesecceesicceceesceses, $3,948 7 $464 07 | Pypregies i 
do September, 1832 ....eseeeeeee seers seenae teeeccceceee ceveeeeeeees, 6,104 47 | 400 00 | 6,504 47 
do October, 1832...+. cca ten eae ere oe okiabenl) sapianaweces 7,378 30 | 7976 | 7,458 08 | 
do Woveniber, 1Gs2 se-cn ss sc4s cee cene osee|es SP yo ee tesseses| S980 G1 | "9 50 | 4,218 51 : 
do December, 1832...+++ cesses Steer eceecees coeceseeeces wosesesseees 24,562 68 | 4,099 00 | 28,661 68 | 
do January, 1833. .cecee cece ccccccrececcvees seveseseeses sos coseeees! 9,274 65 1,838 15 | 11,112 g9 
do February, 1833 ..ccesseccseccce cece o occelcoccvcces ce clecceccccece -| 5,097 28 800 00 | 5,897 98 » 
do March, 1833 ...scccceceeees cccccccececces PT eocceccce| 6,412 83 1,800 00 8,212 83 
do April, 1833...00+ccsccsseccesccocess 9 oe pies sisie seseeseee! 9,280 50 | 3,625 00 | 12,905 50 ' 
do May, 1833 ...+. bed bashexdoetensiccakes ekeesbuvbens eases seveee 11,844 25 | 8,000 00 | 19,844 95 
do Tune, 1833 cccccccccccccccecccccccccccese seed bese wonclactsessecees! BOI OY | S000 85 | 9,643 92 
do i SINE iscsi nsancdansddantccrvencanias : | 5 wa, | 
y> cece cece cccclcces ccceccece 3,072 83 5,615 74 | 8,688 67 
To the 26th of August, inclusive .-..sseeeecececceccccececencce crosses cceseslessceseseves! 3,024 69 | 4,304 24 | 7,328 95 
Recapitulation ..-ssesscssecsscececeetacceesee cscs cesses ceetecee sees eveseess pee ae eee c eee ceeeeecesees $135,423 12 
Cr 


Disbursements under specific heads. 








Salaries of receiver and 
register. 


Deposited in bank. 


| 
| 


- | 
5 | | 5 
ee | | | a ye i 
wos 4 a | ad | © i 
> | o 2 wo t 
es) } ma S | ‘os € 
ao + 5 a go i 
oe a ~ 2 ; 
y= | = a 
—- ye | B | #g8 : 
gS th | od & | 5s O° 
So -« | _ | i o 2 iy 
2s | iG v3 | s 3 
Los | =] | = | a 
2 8 | 5 ; 3 es 
roe mh 2 ee | 
E Zs) | 3 | Baris : 
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Cash deposited in Bank of United States, at Cincinnati,| | 
for quarter ending the 30th of September, 1832...-- $8,300 00 $250 00 
Cash deposited in Bank of United States, at Cincinnati, 
for quarter ending the 3lst of December, 1832...-.- | 38,800 00 250 00 
Cash deposited in Bank of United States, at Cincinnati, | 
for quarter ending the 31st of March, 1833.......--) 18,200 00 250 00 


Cash deposited in Bank of United States, at Cincinnati, | 
..| 24,200 00 250 00 





| $89,500 00 | $1,000 00 | $2,393 12 | $1,396 84 $25,175 83 | $119,463 79 





for quarter ending the 30th of Junc, 1833...+--. 
Result: 
DBD IE: sx 0c 00900 000:00010000 5000.00 pavbane se akseiee sess oae ne Soease ses She anes 
Credit cecccececces coscesvccsees o cccccccecces eee ecerc cree cece eves sces cece 


Amount which should be on hand...scece vccccceeccvccccecccc cscs ceccees 


ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices in Ohio. 


$208 35 | $282 30 


$864 07 = $9,904 72 


840 84 | 44481 4,258 26 | 44,593 41 
| | | 

505 00 | 804.15 4,438.15 23,757 30 
| | 

838 93 30608 15,615 35! 41,208 36 
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NiLbeR KE Meee aaSeKmKLES 119,463 79 
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STEUBENVILLE, Ohio, August 2, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived at this place on Tuesday evening, the 30th of July, 
1833, from Wheeling, Virginia, twe nty- -three miles below, and on the 8lst proceeded to the ex: amination 
of the land offices loe ated here, and continued my examination until this day, and shall leave for W 00s- 
ter on Saturday, the 3d of August; and I find, after a full, thorough, and satisfactory examination of 
all the books, plats, and other p: :pe rs connected with the register’ s office, I have the pleasure to inform 
you that they are all in compfete order, the books posted up to the 31st of July, 1833. But, strange as it 
may appear, not one acre of public land has been sold during the last month. I have full confidence, 
and eve ry reason to believe, Mr. Hoge is a faithful and valuable public officer, A large pine book-case 
is all the furniture in this office be longing to the United States. I regret excce dingly that I do not find 
the receiver’s office in as good order. Mr. Veirs, being in bad health, is at the Be ‘dford Springs, and is 
not expected to return until the last of August; ‘therefore I feel a delic acy in going into a full examina- 
tion of the books, papers, &c., without his being present. I shall feel it a duty to call at his office on 
my return to Washington city. Should the Secretary of the Treasury wish to give any further instrue- 
tions, his or your letter will find me at Bucyrus, Ohio, on the 15th of August. With my best respects 
to the Hon. W. J. Duane and Mr. Moore, 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC CANNE LL, 
Examiner of the Land Offices in the State of Ohio. 


Evian Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, at Washington. 





Marrerra, Ohio, September 20, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that T arrived in this place on the 17th of this month, after 
traveling about 140 miles from Chillicothe, and proceeded the next morning to the examination of the 
land office located in this town; but I was sorry to find Mr, Skinner, the receiver, from home, and his 
return not expected for two weeks; but in looking over the books and papers which are left in the sare 
of Mr. Thomas, a worthy, intellige ‘nt man, who immediate ly afforded me every facility in his power in 
my examination of the oftic 2; and although I do not feel myself at liberty to state the true balance that 
should be in his hands as receiver of the United States, yet 1 have every reason to believe that he is a 
correct officer, as I find his books posted up to the very day he left home, and what money he had received 
he sent to Cincinnati by his confidential clerk, to deposit in the Branch Bank of the United States, 
except about $1,500 in specie, which remain on deposit in the bank of this place, until the water should 
raise in the Ohio. His office, with his family, will be removed to the east side of the Muskingum shortly, 
as it will be more convenient to the register’s office. The property belonging to the United States in 
this office, as far as I could learn, is as follows, to wit: One convenient secretary and case, large and 
well made, valued at $30. If there should be any other property except the books and papers, Mr. 
Thomas could not take the liberty to say. 

I then called on the venerable Judge Wood, one of the first pioneers of the west, and the present 
register of the land office at Marietta, where I found every book posted up*to the day of my arrival. 
He appeared to have a perfect recollection of nearly all the events that have occurred in this part of 
the country for the past forty-eight years. He settled near this place when quite a young man, from 
New Jersey, and was very early appointed a surveyor in Ohio, and appears to be well acqui rainted with 
every section, township, and range within the district. The township plats, although very old, have 
been kept well, pasted on good cotton canvas, and have every sale, with the purchaser’s name, marked 
thereon. He has written to the surveyor general respecting the subdivision of fractions, as instruc ted, 
but at the same time he believes that it is not necessary for this district. The general instructions 
addressed to this office have been complied with. The tract book begins with the lowest number of 
range, township, and section in district, and. proceeds regularly to the highest, commencing with the 
first and ending with the fifteenth range of township, with a space of eight lines between sections, and 
a suitable number for the fractions. There will be but few cases wherein the spaces will not be sufficient 
for all the entries that are likely to be made in this district. The mode pursued by the -register in 
making his entries: He first inserts the name of the purchaser on the map or plat book; he then makes 
the entry (after a return of the application with the receiver’s receipt) in the tract book, journal, 
ledger, register of certificates, and lastly makes out the final certificate. The instructions of the Sth of 
May, 1832, I believe have been literally complied with by the venerable old gentleman. His papers are 
labele d, filed, and safely deposited i in his book-case. The quantity of land unsold in this district he has 
ascertained to be about § 30,000 acres; it is very hilly and some broken, but repor ted to be good for 
small grain. The property belonging to the United States in the register’s s office in this place is as 
follows, viz., except the books and papers: One table, valued at $3, two large book-cases, valued at $15 
($18). A very large new tract book has been sent to this office from Washington, which they have no 
use for. It had better be ordered to some other office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
ISAAC CANNELL, Exraminer of the Land Offices in Ohio. 


The Hon. Exisan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 
’ 4 as 4 ? 





Cumucotnr, Ohio, September 14, 1833. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I left Cincinnati on the morning of the 9th inst., and by 
traveling nearly all night, I arrived at this town on T uesd: vy, the 10th, to breakf: ist, and went ’immedi- 
ately to examine the books and papers of the receiver’s office. Not finding Mr. Ingham at the office, I 
inquired of his worthy and experienced clerk for him, who informed me that he was very much indis- 
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osed in the country; that he resided on his farm six or seven miles from town, but would immediately 
send for him. I found Mr. Samuel Tagart, his clerk, intelligent, and well acquainted with all the business 
of his office; begged him not to do so, as I could look over, and, with his assistance, could examine the 
books and papers, vouchers, &c., and ascertain the true balance that should be in his hands without Mr. 
Ingham. However, the next morning he came in town, and satisfied me that the amount, as previously 
ascertained by myself, with the assistance of Mr. 'T. before his arrival, was nearly all deposited in bank 
for safe keeping until the end of the quarter, in the kind of money as mentioned in the enclosed. He 

resented a certificate of the fact from the cashicr. The books are well kept in a legible handwriting, 
and everything about the office remarkably neat, and I consider Mr. Tagart a first-rate and particular 
clerk. Every reasonable facility afforded to enable me to discharge my duty. 

A small book-case, valued at seven dollars, is all the property in this office belonging to the United 
States, except the books, &c. One ledger and one new journal will be wanted under the cash system, 
goon as convenient, and also one scrip and stock book. 

I called on Thomas Scott, Esq., next, and examined his books as register of the land office. The 
standing of Mr. 5. as a gentleman of business, you know much better than I do. It appears, after look- 
ing over, that the entries in the register of certificates are all up to the first instant, and also those in the 
‘ournal have been posted into the ledger up to the first of July last. 

There appears to be two tract books kept in this office: the first contains a list of those lands which 
had not been applied for, when the act establishing the present cash system went into operation. This 
book has been made out or opened numerically, beginning with the lowest range in the district, as ori- 
ginally laid out, first section and first township in that range. The military lands in the 12th, 13th, 14th, 
and 15th range of townships subject to sale at this office are entered at the end of that tract book, when 
no part of a section had been sold previous to the making out of said tract book; eight blank faint lines 
and spaces were left, corresponding with the legal subdivision of a section under the act, but were a 
part of a section, and had been previously sold as were necessary to designate the legal subdivisions of 
those parts of the section remaining unsold, The blank spaces left are sufficient for all the entries of the 
sales at this office. The other tract book containing the legal subdivisions of the tracts that have been 
relinquished, and which have reverted, are entered on the tract book in the same regular order as on that 
first named, But all those tracts which have either been relinquished or reverted since, have been entered 
without regard to their progressive number, as stated above. Mr. Scott has complied with the instruc- 
tions to registers contained in the circular to the surveyor general of the 8th of May, 1832, and the one 
dated 29th May, (15th April,) 1830, except what is herein noticed. It appears the register sold one 
quarter fractional section before its division by the surveyor general, without adverting to the fact that 
such a division was necessary. He has entered each sale as made on the corrected plat or map of the 
district, and then on the tract book until it run out. The reason given why he has not entered the sales 
on the plat books, is, that the plats and descriptions were not completed by the surveyor general, and the 
maps or plats are not bound. The register received an order from you on the surveyor general for the 
completion: he immediately applied, as ordered, without effect. The register has urged, as he informs 
me, the great necessity of having those plats and descriptions, and the legal subdivisions of fractional 
sections, as required by the late law; but without effect. As soon as he can obtain from the surveyor 
general complete plats, they shall be well bound in convenient volumes in the manner directed. The lines 
and figures on the maps of the district, by long and constant usage, have become so dimmed as to be 
scarcely legible: these lines and figures require to be retouched. The bindings of the tract books are 
giving way; they want repairing. Two or three rows of pigeon holes ought to be placed on the top of 
the paper case, and sliding doors made for the case: draws are wanting to preserve the abstracts of 
relinquishments. All those things are necessary to preserve the papers and books from the dust. Certifi- 
cate of further credit, &c., perfectly safe. The cost would be but a trifle. The cases want a pair of 
hinges and seven locks; also a letter book is wanting. I think it very necessary to keep the books and 
papers clean, 

All the furniture belonging to the United States in this office are two book-cases, valued at twenty 
dollars for the two, and paper case valued at fourteen doliars; amounting to thirty-four dollars. This 
last-mentioned case is without doors. 

The register supposes that the United States has about eight hundred and fifty thousand acres of 
land remaining unsold in this district. The record books are generally well bound in goed strong bind- 
ing, (except the tract books, as mentioned, ) and the papers are filed, labeled, and placed in the case. The 
books are generally correct. I was particular in my examination, by comparing my extracts from the 
books at the receiver’s office, with the register’s books and entries, and found them correct, and no mis- 
take, as I could discover. Mr. Scott resides at the office, and gives the business his personal attention. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 


ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices in Ohio. 
The Hon, Eran Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 
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Examiner’s report, commencing on the 10th day of Sept., 1833, and ending on the 12th day of Sept., 1833. 


IsaraH INGHAM, receiver of public moneys at Chillicothe, within the State of Ohio, in account with the United States. 












































































































ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices in Ohio. 
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Balance due the 31st July, 1832 ....sesecscecceecs somos cee steel eect aren cece ecees ceeees ve oes cccces [teeeceeresee| $4,590 43 
During the month of August, 1832...... Seip aeehaeas show erese [eeeeeeees |. cdeesweee| poses OO $358 31 4,321 16 
do September, 1832. ..seeeceeecscecceccceers leseeccceccceleceseees nes 3,416 17 1,740 61 5,156 78 
do ARUN iinckinescntenedes errr ip nied means l,esveswcseec| %) 906 60 | 8,880 48 10,326 43 
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Cash deposited in Bank of United States, at Cincinnati, | | | | 
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Cincinnati, Ohio, September 9, 1833. 
Si: I have the honor to report that I left Wapaukonnetta on Thursday evening late, on the 30th of 
August, and arrived in this improving city on Tuesday evening, the 3d of September, 1833, after travel. 
ing from Wapaukonnetta, one hundred and thirty-four miles, through the great and rich Miami country. 
and on the 4th of September, 1833, entered upon duty by first calling on the receiver for an exhibit of the 
whole amount of cash on hand belonging to the United States; and as money was deposited in the Branch 
Bank of the United States, in this he had only to present a certificate from the cashier for the amount of 
the true balance that appeared, and was previously ascertained to be in his hands to the examination, ag 
per statement enclosed. This gentleman is intelligent, and appeared to have the interest of the admip. 
istration and the faithful discharge of duty in the several departments of the general government. much 
at heart. His books were nearly posted, and, after examining and comparing the entries through the 
multiplicity of books in this office, I found them correct. Mr. Neville, the receiver, was exceedingly 
polite, assisted and afforded every facility in his power to enable me to look over, and to give a thorough 
examination of the books and papers in the office; and I take much pleasure to report that I found them 
well bound, and the papers filed, labeled, and placed in cases prepared for the purpose, and kept from the 
dust. The property belonging to the United States in this office is as follows, viz: 
One large iron chest, valued at.......secccccescccscvreccccccccsccccsvcsscescescscesssesses $190) 
And four book and paper Cases ...cccccccccscccccccesscvccersesseccevesensscecseccecsencs 36 
156 
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I then called at the register’s office to ascertain to what period the entries were made up. I found 
Mr. Symmes well informed in every respect as an officer of the government; communicated his views with 
great facility and clearness; and he has a first-rate clerk to assist him in the office. He immediately and 
politely offered to give me every information that I might want. In the first place he exhibited his books 
of plats, which are not bound, nor complete, although he has from time to time requested the surveyor 
general to make them complete. He has always marked the sales on the old old maps belonging to the 
office, which have always been used in this for that purpose, instead of the township plats, as the latter 
never have been complete, and are not bound in books, as I before mentioned, as prescribed. The plats 
and field notes in this office are duplicates merely of the original surveys, (by two miles, Blacks, &c.,) 
and do not agree with the present records of the surveyor general as stated to me by the register. What 
is to be done in such a case? The sales have all, as far as I have examined, been duly entered and marked 
on the tract book and the old old maps. The entries have been in the register of certificates made up to 
the 6th of September, 1833, and in the journal to the 26th of September, 1832. A delay for want of a new 
journal ledger up to February, 1832, and sales’ book wanted, unless discontinued. The books are gene- 
rally in good condition, and the writing executed by Mr. Bowers, his clerk, is remarkably neat and legible. 
The official papers are neatly filed, labeled, and safely arranged in the drawers and open cases provided 
by the register for the time being. Mr. Symmes informs me that he submitted a plan to your honor some 
time ago for a set of cases, portable in the event of fire, when several were executed for the use of the 
receiver’s office, but the person declined furnishing any for this office at the same price. Six such cases 
will be wanted for the multiplicity of old books, papers, and maps, &c., in this office. As the present 
furniture, except the books, &c., is all private property, it would be much better to direct the necessary 
cases to be made as soon as possible. The blank spaces in the tract book have, as yet, been found sufti- 
cient in this district. The old general maps are very much worn out. The quantity of land vacant in 
this district, exclusive of tne school reserves and canal lands, is supposed to be about 400,000 acres, of 
which there are about 250 acres in Indiana, and about 150 acres in Ohio. 

The journal and ledger are both behind in consequence, as stated by Mr. Symmes, of the want of 
books in the first instance, and afterwards waiting the opinion of your honor, who had proposed dispensing 
with the sale book, &c. Not hearing anything further upon the subject the register has procured a new 
journal, and promises to have the books up by the end of the present month. As to the plat books being 
procured in complete order in every respect for all the offices that are now waiting for them, immediately, 
I presume cannot be furnished by the surveyor general shortly. I have much to say in addition, when I 
have the honor to see you, which my limited time will not permit me to do in my hurried reports from 
ach office. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices in Ohio. 


To the Won. Extzan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington. 
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Examiner's report, commencing on the fifth day of September, 
September, 1833. 


Morcan NEVILLE, receiver of public moneys at Cincinnati, within the State of Ohio, in account current with the United States. 





1833, and ending on the sixth day of 










































































Dr. Receipts under specific heads. 
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Balance due on the 31st of July, 1832. ccecccecccrccceeeecseaccesveccvsccecsiecsesesesves| $1,880 88 $331 72 $2,212 60 
During the month of August, 1832.++++ssssessesteeeeseseeeseelectesesereeelteeeeeseeres! 5,169 02 | 1,466 38 6,635 40 
do September, 1832 ..ceececscccecccesccccccclscccvccccccci(ecesesvesers| 3,016 31 | 726 74 3,743 05 
do October, 1832 ...cceccccccccccccccsecccces seteeeeeeeeele cree eeeeee! 3,344 76 | 416 64 3,761 40 
do November, 1832 OOOO COOH EHOHCE PORCEH OOLECOleceeeceseeoece socceccescce| 2,119 20 jecerecccecece 2,119 20 
do December, 1832 ....cccecccccccccccesccces ene MrT 1,894 81 75 34 1,970 15 
| 
do January, ee scukia seeees) 2,854 09 389 51 3,243 60 
do February, 1833 seiialinceeinamienamiiniiiahid Since adie Oe We 6:6:0:8 0:6: 6'6) 1,308 40 659 50 1,967 90 
do i I assess sss sets bie eres ese corstisacess}eereneicaces| SOM 541 71 3,232 45 
do NN ussite gp Sa pasenicncerdnnawenacneioee soseeee! 1,753 80 667 50 2,421 30 
do May, 1833. .ccccseescseccesceees a SiSieleree oie | a Welecsinemuaincs seveeeeseeee| 2,003 74 1,248 66 3,252 40 
a PE iticnemcciinsiniitishincmmmmusan SAE 160 00 4,098 20 
do Pi NR savin Peso s08ds saseia vcrnioralreneceasies mame 1,688 16 160 14 1,854 30 
To the 5th September, 1833. cccccs cccccs ccc cece ceeele cece ccccleccecccecces Seieiteies sieisivisie:| 811 16 976 39 1,787 55 
| 
| $42,299 50 
— i 
Disbursements under specific heads. Cr. 
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Cash deposited in Bank of— | | | | | | 
To quarter ending September 31, 1832 .... $6,775 61 | $250 00 | $218 91 sececesee ceveeceee $2,524 84 Sosaceuxed $9,769 36 
Cash deposited in Bank of— | | | | | 
For quarter ending December 31, 1832 ...-| 9,559 55 | 25000 | 189 91 | seb eeeee eeeeeeeee 491,98 |.seeeee+| 10,672 44 
Cash deposited in Bank of— | | | | 
For quarter ending March 31, 1833 ....- ++} 5,359 85 | 25000) 168 88 $150 00 | $960 00 | 1,590 72 |..cceeee) 8,429 45 
Cash deposited in Bank of— | | | | | 
For quarter ending June 30, 1833..+++++++, 7,264 80 | 25000; 195 44 soceeeeselcoceceses| 2,076 16 | secveeee! 9,786 40 
To the 5th Septembe-, Himmcehiacclevaieisiaie sie 41's) 66 aeisieeeinis all eesieisiae eel wbeeraecs BPTE | cccseicenel -Bgkte 5B |eseeeeee 1,184 64 








| | 
| | 





| $39,842 29 





Result: 


Debit.......- Gieiaie love era vo eisinue 410 61a Sieloile e/ereie e2e\er0 eicle. lela eielnibi/alevele velo biaie bie 


Credit ...eees POCO eee OH eee eHeE ees OeEEHEEH EHEE BEES 


Amount which should be on hand coceccesccccccsccvsc cece cssccsccec cece ceee cece ecses Cees ceeeeeee 





COPE SETH HHH SETHE EHEHR SHEET HEHEHE HH HEHEHE HEHHEH GS 


Coe ee eres eset esse SEF FF GoeH SESH HEHHHET OEEE EEE 


eeeeseree 











ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices of Ohio. 


$42,299 50 
39,842 29 





$2,457 21 













































PUBLIC LANDS. 





[No. 1259, 





Bucyrus, Ohio, August 19, 1833, 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that I arrived in this village from Wooster, it being sixty-two 
miles, on Wednesday, noon, the 14th of August, and very soon after entered upon duty; and continued 
my examinations in order, by looking over the books and papers at the receiver’s office, endeavoring to 
ascertain the true balance in the hands of the receiver. There was so large a sum of money on hand that 
it took us near two days to count, pack, and ascertain the correct amount; and when ascertained, it was 
forwarded to the Branch Bank of the United States at Pittsburgh, on the 16th or 17th of August, where 
I hope it has arrived safe. Mr. Larwill is an intelligent, particular, and, in my opinion, a most valuable 
officer of the government. Enclosed you will find a correct statement of the funds on hand to the 15th of 
August, 1833. This office has become an important one, as your honor will see by the enclosed state- 
ment. His books are not only correct, but exceedingly neat and well kept, and posted up to the 16th 
day of August, 1833. His papers handsomely filed, labeled, and well preserved from dust, in a small 
book-case, which I valued at 18 or 20 dollars. Permit me to observe that the present case is not 
sufficiently large or well calculated to preserve all the books and papers belonging to the office; it cer- 
tainly will require an additional one, the cost of which, I presume, would be about 14 dollars. The iron 
chest is quite imperfect, and cannot afford a sufficient security to the large amount of public funds 
committed to the particular care of the receiver. I think the present chest might be sold for 20 dollars, 
The small case and the chest, with one large and four small volumes of the laws of the United States 
unbound, except the books and papers, are all the property belonging to the United States in this oflice, 
The office of the receiver is kept in the second story of a comfortable and convenient brick dwelling, in 
which his faithful clerk sleeps; and it is well adapted to the purposes of an office. He and Mrs. Larwill 
sleep below under the office, and he appears to have many, very many, anxious moments for the safety 
of the public funds placed under his care. Such a large sum as remains from time to time on hand should 
have a fire-proof house, as the receiver is so far from any bank. 

Mr. Gillespie, the register of the land office in this village, is truly a worthy man, and appears to 
attend faithfully to his duty, and takes delight to keep his office neat. He has adopted nearly the same 
plan that the register has at Wooster, the plan of which I had the honor to inform you through the post 
office at that place. He is exceedingly particular with his plat books, which he has handsomely pasted 
on good canvas—they being bound in good buckskin, and in two volumes, and in perfect order—not only 
those, but all his books. His papers are filed, labeled, and put away handsomely from the dust, in one 
of the most complete and convenient book-cases I ever saw for such a purpose, which he paid his own 
money for; but he flatters himself tlrat you will direct the receiver to pay. He addressed you upon the 
subject some time ago. The books and papers could not be kept safe without such a one. The register 
has not been able to post his books for some time, for the want of a journal. He has written to Colun- 
bus for one, but cannot get such a one as will answer. He hopes that you will immediately direct the 
receiver to procure such a one as will answer, as he appears exceedingly anxious to keep his books up. 
The other books are all up to the date of this report, and in perfect order. 

The furniture in this office belonging to the United States, viz: 

1 book-case, supposed to be worth. ........csccccsescccscccscccsccccccccccccscssccoroes $18 00 
1 inkstand and jug......cccccccsccccccsesccccccsecvcssssecesesessessseessesscseseces 25 


$18 25 


= 


I sincerely believe that both the gentlemen in the land office at Bucyrus, Ohio, are men of honor, 
probity, impartiality, and fidelity. They have afforded every reasonable facility to enable me to dis- 
charge all the duties under your instructions; and if I have not done my duty it is not their fault, but 
mine. They do an honor to the government that appointed them to the office. Iam not as full in my 
report as I would wish to be. I leave this place, by way of Bellefontaine, in the morning, for Wapau- 
konnetta, in Allen county, Ohio, after being six days on duty. 

I have the honor to be, sir, your most obedient servant, 
ISAAC CANNELL, Exraminer of the Land Offices of Ohio. 


To the Hon. Exiszan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City. 
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Examiner's report, commenciug on the 14th day of Aug., 1833, and ending on the 15th day of Aug., 1838. 






Josern H. LARWILL, Esq., receiver of public moneys at Bucyrus, within the State of Ohio, in account with the United States. 


Dr. 


Receipts under specific heads. 





Cash under credit system. 


Forfeited land stock un- 
der credit system. 


Cash under cash system. 


Forfeited land stock un- 
der cash system. 


Total amount. 








Balance due the 31st July, 1832 ...eeseseceeccceceer| coors 
During the month of August, MESO a esees eeesieesees 
September, 1832..+ccceseseeeces|.coeee 
October, 1832 ..eececeveeeee 
November, 1832...eccsecceecee: 
December, 1832 ...ecseecececees 
January, 1833...e0eccecccccccce| ee 
February, 1833. ..00cccsccccccce|sovce 
DATO LOSS ow ssleesicesceeiec sees, 
April, 1833 .sccccesseccceccvccs|es 
May, 1833 ...ceccccccccccceccce|os 
JUNC, 1833. crceccccccccccccccce 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


To the 14th August, inclusive ...ecssoessccseccceves 


July, 1833.... 


eeeeP accesses 


eceeseeesecreces 


Seveeeseei re 


@eveeoersie 


eeeteeeeecseleres 


eee eeeeecoe 





ecco ecccccce| 





ee oeeeecsccces 
coeeeeccccccees| 
see eer ecce cece! 
eoee cree eves 
ee eeee eres ceee 
ee eeee cece ncee 
oe ee cece ccce 
eeoeeretCeeeeesese 
ef eveteses 


$7,890 414 
8,953 25 
14,991 883 
15,106 95 
53,700 324 
11,843 673 
8,017 25 
12,036 95 
15,438 58? 
37,317 633 
29,195 643 
11,899 764 
8,115 64} 


eet eeeeeees 


$148 81 
125 00 
799 374 

1,075 00 


125 00 
25 00 
100 00 
179 05 
749 75 

2,417 23 
853 734 

2,776 67 


$7,006 413 
8,039 224 
9,078 25 

15,791 26} 

16,181 95 

53,700 324 

11,968 674 
8,042 25 

12,136 95 

15,617 633 

38,121 383 

31,672 873 

12,752 50 

10,892 313 
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$251,002 013 



































Disbursements under specific heads, Cr. 
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Cash deposited in Bank of United states, 
at Pittsburgh, for quarter ending the| 
30th September, 1832 ....+-.sseeeee+! $20,524 37 | $250 00 $440 27 | $114 66 $273 SL |.ceceecceees| $21,603 11 
Cash deposited in Bank of United States, 
at Pittsburgh, for quarter ending the 
31st December, 1832 ..-+eeeeeeceseeee| 78,673 14 250 00 1,694 68 | 422 874 | 1,874 37} $880 30 83,795 37 
Cash deposited in Bank of United States, 
at Pittsburgh, for quarter ending the 
31st March, 1833 ...+eeecceccee eecees 28,313 47 250 00 619 91 | 123 96 250 00 287 80 29,845 14 
Cash deposited in Bank of United States, 
at Pittsburgh, for quarter ending the 
30th June, 1833 .seeeeeeeeceeeceeeees| 77,566 46 | 250 00 1,697 94} 301 61 3,406 03 1,162 40 84,384 44 
Jivir.| PP ee SeltNdaa wail catia eben eh waked weet ee eens cece ence eee eeecee cence $219,628 06 
| 








Result: 


Debit . ogc vcecee SOCEM eeeH EEE ESET SHHEH SHEE HHH HHET EOS 


Credit ecccvccccce 


Amount which should be on hand ..occsccccccscccvccvcescetcccccccccccces ccecee ce 


eee acest eeseeene 


VOL. ViI——34 F 


Cover erseerseses 


eeeeet esses eereeessere 


eeee 


ee eereeceesesese 


$251,002 013 
219,628 06 








$31,373 953 


es 








ISAAC CANNELL, Examiner of the Land Offices in Ohio. 
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Derrorr, July 27, 1833. 
Sir: I commenced the examination of the land offices at this place on the 22d inst., and find the cash 
account as follows, 22d inst. included: 


AERC KEAN O NE RAA OR AUERS SHS 6 1 SOR SEpONESRLEDS KOS OSb9 kD O wR RS isa Gasuds pace $50 00 
i RMR Ma EEK cHCREAER TAG HEN ER ad Nanevrawdcanmnannrbenneens en eernery 485 76 
United States’ Bank bills ............... pice ninate obese sevieakseiken ih eenkek ‘ 1,450 00 


Michigan Bank Dills.......ccsseccccccccccccccccsccecsccccccccsccceccccssscccsscess 13,860 00 








$15,845 76 














The receiver deposits all his funds at the end of each month in the Bank of Michigan, to the credit 
of the United States’ Treasury, which leaves no balance on hand. He has received no forfeited land 
stock, or military bounty land scrip; has made no disbursements; so that the whole amount of sales, up 
to the 27th inst. inclusive, is as follows: 


GON .. cs ceecevccses wT TT CTT TEL LT eee ee LARS ESEEORAT EASA ESHRDDRS OA ORO OE $50 00 
Silver..... wee e cece cece erereeens eC eT Te eee Tee eee ee Perr rere rr Te er ein ees 813 91 
United States’ Bank bills.......... Teil tT cee cee eee Te TTT LTCC CTT TTT TT TT TTT ee Th 


pA DORE DUG. 660 cc ceesicccatvcssccvcncevecssocsscsaccscseccccccscssccescess 16,680 00 





$18,293 91 














Having closed the examination this day, I have given you a statement of the funds as they now 
stand on the books, and will refer to all other matters in my final report. 
Respectfully yours, J. C. HOGHLAND. 


The Hon. Wituiam J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 
’ y y 





STEUBENVILLE, August 26, 1833. 


On examining the books of the receiver at Detroit, I found them kept in a clean and neat manner, 
and the entries corresponding with the instructions of the department; and also the books and papers, 
together with the office, kept neat and clean. The receiver wishes to be furnished with a cash book; he 
has books sufficient for all other purposes for the present year. The furniture in this office belonging to 
the government consists of one desk, cost from sixteen to twenty dollars, and is all-sufficient for present 
purposes. I made a comparison of a sufficient number of entries to satisfy me that the books were 
correctly kept. In regard to entries of land made by the receiver, I enclose you a copy of his certificate. 
He says that he has made no advances to persons entering lands, excepting small sums for which he has 
received no compensation. He resides at Detroit, and attends to the duties of the office himself, and, 
from all the information I could collect, I think the duties of the office are done to the satisfaction of the 
public, and fidelity to the government. The only fault I have to find is, that his books were not posted; 
his register of receipts was up to July 8, 1833, journal, June 3d, 1833, ledger October 15th, 1832, cash 
book, June 30th, 1833, and for these neglects I conceive there is no excuse. In regard to this gentle- 
man’s character, there is very much said to his prejudice, but nothing in such a shape as to justify me in 
making a report: I therefore consider him innocent until the contrary shall appear. 

On examining the register’s office at Detroit, I find the entries have been made agreeably to the in- 
structions of the department, and that the townships, plats and books are kept in a clean and neat manner 
Also all the papers, together with the office, are kept neat and clean. There will be no plats or books 
wanted this year. The ledger and journal were posted no further than the 11th of May, 1833. The regis- 
ter states as an excuse that there are so many persons calling to view the maps, that it is almost impos- 
sible for him to keep the books regularly posted up, and, from what I saw myself while there, I am satis- 
fied of the fact. I made a comparison of a sufficient number of entries, both on the plats and books, that 
satisfied me of their correctness. The furniture in this office consists of one desk, cost from sixteen to 
twenty dollars, and is not sufficient, the register having more papers to take care of. I would recom- 
mend, therefore, that you authorize him to procure a desk of the following dimensions: six feet high, six 
feet wide, fourteen inches deep, with twenty-four pigeon holes in the upper part for the purpose of keep- 
ing patents in, as they get much worn from tossing about: this will cost thirty dollars. In regard to 
land entered by the register, I enclose you a copy of his certificate. This gentleman has not advanced 
money to any person, either for or without interest, for the purpose of entering land. The business of 
the office is done with satisfaction to the public and fidelity to the government. There is but one opinion 
about the character of this gentleman: he stands as high as any other man in Michigan. He resides at 
Detroit, and attends to the duties of the office himself. 

In regard to entering land in quarter-quarter sections, the law has been strictly adhered to, and in 
no one instance has it been violated that I have been able to discover. 





Wurte Picron, August 5, 1833. 


Sm: I commenced the examination of the land*offices at this place on the 31st of July, and find the 
state of the funds as follows: 


Michigan Bank bills...... BE re EE Oe ETT eT oe TET eee ee a ee ee $7,050 00 
I ED Ss vin LAW oc NACSEW5 dG dO WAW EG URE WER ERNK EONS TENS OWS KK ee oes soem 1O80 00 


En eR Re oe rar ger rere a eee er a ae eee ee ee ee re er 1,212 87 





$9,787 87 
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Amount remaining on hand as per last month’s return. ...seseeeeeeeeeeeserceeeeeeeeeeee $808 3] 
Amount reccived this month per sales of public lands........eeeeeeeeeeeerereceercseeees 8,979 56 
ira. 
$9,787 87 
=—_— 

Charges not yet allowed for traveling fees in making deposit of twelve thousand dollars in 
the Bank of Michigan, July 4th, 1833, per mileage ...... cee ceeecccecececccececees $37 50 
Pe I ccc ccsdnenecbkeebiben owed Sees sine b Oise Sie FS SES is SER KE RSI ees 18 00 
$55 50 


= 


I close my examination this day, August 5, 1833, and this is a true state of the books up to the 31st 
of July, inclusive. I will state at length in my final report. 


Respectfully yours, J. C. MOGHLAND, 


Hon. Witutam J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. q 








STevBENVILLE, August 27, 1833. 


On examining the books of the receiver at White Pigeon, I found them kept in a clean and neat 
manner, and all posted up to July 31st, 1833; the entries corresponding with the instructions of the 
department: and also the books and papers, together with the office, kept neat and-clean. His office 
having been recently established, he has books sufficient for the present year. I examined the books of 
this office nearly through, and find the entries correspond with each other, so that I was perfectly satis- 
fied of their correctness. The furniture of this office belonging to the government consists of one desk, 
cost about twenty dollars. In regard to lands entered by the receiver, I have enclosed you a copy of his cer- 
tificate. This gentleman resides at White Pigeon, and attends to the duties of the office himself, although 
he is sometimes absent in making his deposits at Detroit, which takes him generally from six to ten days, 
owing to the road. The character of this gentleman stands fair; and I am satisfied, from all the informa- 
tion I could receive, that the business of the office is done with satisfaction to the public and fidelity to 
the government. 

On examining the register’s office at White Pigeon, I find that the entries have been made agreeably 
to the instructions of the department, and that the township plats and books are kept in a clean and neat 
manner; also all the papers, together with the office, are kept neat and clean. The plats and books of 
this office are the same that were formerly used in the office at Monroe, and are very much worn; some 
of them want to be removed. 

Townships six, south range, ten west, and townships four, south range, eleven west, must be renewed, 
as they are entirely worn out. The register wishes to be furnished with a general map of the survey 
within this land district, as it is much required for the use of the office. I made a number of comparisons 
of entries, both on the plats and beoks, and found them all correct. The books of this office were not 
posted up: the journal was back to the 22d of April, 1833: the ledger was back to the 21st June, 1832, 
for which I conceive there is no excuse, although he has many. In regard to lands entered by the regis- 
ter, I enclose to you his certificate, which is not very satisfactory. The furniture of this office belonging 
to the government, consists of one old desk, which was brought from the Monroe office, and is not suffi- 
cient. You will please direct him to procure one similar to that recommended for the office at Detroit. 
This gentleman resides at White Pigeon, and attends to the duties of the office himself: he is a man of 
good character, and I have every reason to believe performs the duties of the office with satisfaction to 
the public and fidelity to the government. The law has not been violated in this office in the entering of 
quarter-quarter sections in any one instance that I have been able to discover. 





Monrog, August 13, 1833. 


Sm: I commenced my examination of the land office at this place on the 8th inst., and closed on the 
13th inst.; and the state of the books to the 7th inst., inclusive, are as follows: 


Cash account: 


Michigan Bank bills...... weerer re rer Ter Terre ere TT Te Tee TTT eT $4, 839 00 
United States’ Bank bills..... eet err re TT ee TT eee Tee ee TT Tee ee Tee yi te 


Specie eereeesreereeeeeeeereeseeeeeeeeeeeee ee eevee ee eseeeeeeeee ceeoeceer eee eee eeseeeee 


$5,221 72 


Amount remaining on hand, per return of last month, in cash.......seeeeesseeeeeeeees $1,624 11 
Amount received from sales of public lands from the Ist to the Tth, inclusive.........+.. 3,597 61 


$5,221 72 


——_—___— 


I will return immediately to Steubenville and make out my final report, and send to you from there. 


Respectfully yours, 
p 7 Fy J. C. HOGHLAND. 














Hon. Wituram J. Duane, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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STEUBENVILLE, August 27, 1833. 

On examining the books of the receiver at Monroe, I found them kept in a clean and neat manner, 
the entries corresponding with the instructions of the department; and also the books and papers, together 
with the office, kept neat and clean. The books here are all new, and will not require any more for some 
time; I made a comparison of a sufficient number of entries to satisfy me of their correctness. The fur- 
niture of this office belonging to the government is one large desk, cost twenty-four dollars, and all-suffi- 
cient for the present. In regard to lands entered by the receiver, I enclose you a copy of his certificate. 
This gentleman resides at Monroe, and attends to the duties of the office himself: his books were not all 
posted up; journal up to the 19th of July, 1833; ledger up to the 29th June, 1833. I am satisfied, from 
all the information I could collect, that the business of the office is done with satisfaction to the public 
and fidelity to the government. The receiver here wishes to be furnished with an iron chest: the one 
that formerly belonged to the office was removed to White Pigeon, and he appears to be at a loss without 
one. The character of this gentleman is very good. 

On examining the register’s office at Monroe, I find that the entries have been made agreeably to the 
instructions of the department, and the township plats and books are kept in a clean and neat manner; 
also all the papers, together with the office, are kept neat and clean. There will be no books nor plats 
wanted at this office for the present. I made a number of comparisons of entries both on the plats and 
books, and found them all correct. The books of this office were not all posted up: journal back to July 
92d, 1833; ledger to the 29th June, 1838. The furniture of this office consists of one large desk, cost 
thirty-four dollars, and is sufficient for the present. the register of this office has entered no lands for 
himself or any other person; neither has he at any time advanced money to others, with a view to pur- 
chase land, since the establishment of this office. This gentleman resides at Monroe, and attends to the 
duties of the office himself, and I am well satisfied, from information received, that the duties of the office 
are done with satisfaction to the public and fidelity to the government. The gentleman’s character is 
very good. 

The law has not been violated in this office in the entering of quarter-quarter sections in any one 
instance that I have been able to discover. 

There has been much said in regard to moving the land offices in Michigan to a more central point 
in each land district. The office at White Pigeon the people wish to have removed about forty miles 
further north, to the seat of justice for Kalamazoo county; the office at Monroe, about fifty miles north- 
west, toa town called Clinton. I visited both of the above places for my own satisfaction, and have 
come to the conclusion that the principal object of the removals is with the property holders of each of 
the aforesaid places, and more for the purpose of advancing their own property than from any good that 
will result therefrom to the people or government. The office at Detroit is situated similar to each of the 
others in point of location, and I think it would be doing injustice to remove either without removing 
the whole, as there is no person that enters land without first viewing the premises, and the offices are, 
two of them, located at the most prominent places of landing for persons going into the territory; the 
other is upon the government highway; and I think there would be as much complaint if they were 
removed, as there is to have them removed. Such are my views, carefully made up. 

All the receivers and registers treated me with much kindness, and offered me every facility to exa- 
mine their respective offices. With these remarks I submit my final report. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 


J. ©. HOGHLAND. 





Lanp Orrice at Detroit, July 24, 1833. 


Sir: In reply to an. inquiry made by you, I have the honor to state that the following are the only 
tracts of land purchased by me, for myself or for any other person, since January 1, 1829, which tracts 
of land are still owned by me, viz: at the public sale in July, 1832, the south part of section 28, town- 
ship 3 south, of range 11 east, 80 acres, at $1.50; on the 27th day of April, 1833, the west half of north- 
east quarter, and west half of southeast quarter, section 29, in the same township and range, containing 
160 acres, entered at private sale, and application transmitted to surveyor general. 

JNO. BIDDLE, Register. 





Recetver’s Orricr, Monroe, August 12, 1833. 


Account of lands purchased by myself, and others with whom I am connected, since the commence- 
ment of sales in this district: 


April 10th, receipt No. 9. 
township 6 south, range 5 east. 

April 10th, receipt No. 10.—Dan. and Augustus Miller, east half of southwest quarter, section 1, 
township 6 south, range 8 east. 

August 3d, receipt No. 1058.—Dan. B. and John W. Miller, west part of northeast quarter, section 
21, township 7 south, range 8 east. 

The first two purchasers are my nephews, and the last myself and brother. No other entries have 
been made by me, nor by any person with whom I am connected, since the sales have commenced in this 
office. I have not at any time advanced money, with or without interest for the purchase of public lands 
in this district. 





Dan. and Augustus Miller, east half of northwest quarter section 18? 


DAN. B. MILLER, Receiver. 
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Recister’s Orrice, White Pigeon, August 3, 1833. 


I do hereby certify that I have not entered any land, since register of this land office, in my own 
name, nor has any been entered by any person in which I have an interest, directly or indirectly; neither 
have I entered for any of my relations either by blood or marriage. 

The following described lands have been entered by my sons for their own personal benefit, they 
being over the age of twenty-one years, viz: Thos. A. H. Edwards, the undivided half of the west half 
of southeast quarter of section 26, township 6 south, of range 15 west, purchased October Ist, 183] 
Alexander H. Edwards, south fraction, southeast quarter of section 28, township 7 south, range 12 west. 
4.55, acres, (since sold to Niles F. Smith;) also, an undivided half of the east half of northeast quar. 
ter section 18, township 8 south, of range 11 west, entered June 23d, 1831; also, southwest fraction, sec. 
tion 30, township 6 south, range 11 west, containing 7% of an acre, Also, north fraction, southwest of 
section 17, township 8 south, range 11 west, 39;%'5 acres. Henry J. H. Edwards, west half northwest 
quarter section 17, township 8 south, range 11 west. 


A. EDWARDS, Register. 





On the 3d of September, 1832, I purchased at public sale, the two following lots of land, viz: 
East half of northwest quarter of section 13, township 4 south, range 12 west, per certificate, 

eke Beek NE OP BING, BOGE EG. akc ost cececevecssescsvcssseseevervesesses BESS 
West half of northwest quarter of section 13, township 4 south, range 12 west, per certificate, 

Pic, Boe) RR OO OIE BE GEG 60scsccccsvevevsscesesiscseeaveveseeseeses 8806 


$395 20 


—___. 
— 


The above was purchased by and for myself, and in my own name. I have also purchased, on appl:- 
cation to the register, in the name of Theodore P. Sheldon and myself, jointly, for our use and benefit, viz: 
Jan. 7th, 1833, W. 4 S. E. fract. } sec. 14, T. 2 S., R. 11 W., per cer- 




















ee re nt UO 6 skids d+ dasbsenns008euneceeess 63.85 a10S. 79 81 
Jan. 7th, 1833, 8. W. fract. } sec. 14, T. 2 8., R. 11 W., per certifi- 
ee Se, UNIS iis kd voeeib ces vebes sane baer ese eke 90.33 a105S. 122 91 
May 17th, 1833, 5. fract. } sec. 14, T. 2 S., R. 11 W., per certificate 
OTT T TET CTT TE Te TET TTT COTTE TET TOTS 7.59 a 105. 9 49 
NE Fee RA PERE Rees FENN resstoeescccess BET $202 21 
Total acres, 321;%%. Total cash, $597.41. 


I certify the above to be a true exhibit of all the lands by me purchased from the government, or 
in which I have directly or indirectly an interest or agency in purchasing; and that, of the above pur- 
chases, no part thereof have as yet been sold. I further certify to questions propounded by the govern- 
ment agent, Mr. Hoghland, that I never have as yet seen a document called land scrip; neither have I, 
since my appointment or before, ever loaned money on interest to any being upon earth to purchase land, 


or for any other purpose whatsoever. 
THOS. C. SHELDON, Receiver. 

To Mr. Hocutanp, Government Agent. 
2EcEIVER’s Orrice, Western Land District, M. T., White Pigeon, August 1, 1838. 
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No. 1253. 


ON CLAIM FOR LAND IN ARKANSAS. 


23p_ Coneress. | [Ist Srsstoy, 
Stra, 








COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 17, 1834. 


Mr. Leavitt, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of William W. 
Stevenson, reported: 


That the petitioner states, that in right of his wife, who was the widow of Isaac Watkins, he had a 
pre-emption claim to a part of the southwest quarter of section 2, township 1 north, and range 12 west, 
situated near the town of Little Rock, in the Territory of Arkansas; and that the said tract was embraced 
in the location of a thousand acres, granted by the United States to said Territory, for the erection of a 
court house and jail at said town of Little Rock; and the petitioner was ousted from the possession 
thereof. He estimates the value of said tract, with the improvements, at $2,400, and prays, that in liey 
thereof, he may be allowed to locate 320 acres of any of the unappropriated lands in said Territory. 

It appears to the committee, from the evidence in the case, that the petitioner, in right of his wife, 
as aforesaid, had duly proved and established his right of pre-emption to a tract of seventy-six acres, part 
of the quarter r section above described; and that the same was embraced in the location made by the 
governor of said Territory, of the thousand acres granted for the erection of a court house and jail at 
Little Rock, as above stated. The committee are of the opinion that the petitioner is entitled to relief; 
and they have therefore reported a bill, giving to petitioner the right to enter and locate, in lieu of said 
tract, a quarter section of any of the unappropriated land in said Territor y. 





No. 1254. 


INQUIRIES INTO ALLEGED FRAUDS IN THE PUBLIC SALES OF THE LANDS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


23n Coneress. ]} [1st Sesston. 








COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JUNE 20, 1834. 


Mr. Pornpexter, from the Committee on Public Lands, who were instructed by resolutions of the Senate, 
of the 5th of March last, to make various inquiries in relation to alleged frauds committed at the 
public sales of the lands of the United States, with the assistance of the land officers, reported, in 
part, depositions of several persons in relation thereto; and 


Ordered, That they be printed. 


Letter of instructions. 


Wasuineton City, April 2, 1884. 

Dear Sir: Enclosed you will receive a commission authorizing you to take depositions in relation to 
frauds in the sales of the public lands, if any shall have been committed in any district in the State 
coming within your knowledge, and the conduct of the officers authorized by law to superintend these 
sales. 

I transmit to you, also, sundry resolutions passed by the Senate instructing the Committee on Public 
Lands to investigate these matters, with power to send for persons and papers, and take depositions in 
cases where the witnesses reside at a distance, and their personal attention cannot be had before the 
committee. These resolutions will direct your attention, generally, to the objects concerning which the 
Senate desire to obtain evidence; but it may be useful to incorporate more particularly a specification of 
some points on which it may be in your power to procure and forward to the committce satisfactory tes- 
timony, premising, however, that great reliance is placed on your own judgment and information touching 
the execution of the duty confided to you. 

Ist. We desire to obtain evidence as to the conduct of registers and receivers generally in the dis- 
posal of the public lands at public or private sale. 

Have they demanded of the purchaser fees or compensation for the performance of their official duties, 
not authorized by law? , 

Have they accepted a bonus in money, or in the form of interest, for securing particular tracts of 
land to such purchasers as would comply with the terms prescribed to them in this respect? 

Have they sold public lands at any time otherwise than for ready money; and, if so, have they taken 
the promissory note of the purchaser, payable at a distant day, for the purchase money, and a separate 
note for interest in their own names, and for their own benefit? 

Have they marked any part of the public lands laid down on the map of survey, “sold,” or in any 
other manner which designated the land as entered, when in fact the land so marked had not been actu- 
ally sold or entered? 

Have they at any time been interested with speculators or others who became the purchasers of the 
public lands, so marked, or shared with them the profits arising out of such purchases? 

On this point, if you cannot obtain clear and direct testimony, it would be desirable to resort to 
strong circumstantial evidence, tending to show any connection founded on interested motives between 
the speculators or other purchasers and the officers. 

2d. Have combinations of speculators, at any public sale of lands, united for the purpose of driving 
other purchasers out of the market, and deterring poor men from bidding for the lands on which they 
resided, or other lands which they might desire to purchase for actual settlement and cultivation, and 
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thereby taking into their own hands the control of the sales for their own benefit, and purchased all the 
valuable lands at the minimum price of the government? 

Have these speculators, after the public sales were closed, offered the lands so purchased by them 
for sale at augmented prices; and have these lands been purchased by persons attending the sales at the 


prices put on them by the speculators or their agents; and, if so, what price per acre, estimating the 
highest and lowest qualities, did they receive for the lands so purchased? 


Have these companies, or any of them, large bodies of land now in the market which they fraudu- 
Jently purchased at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and, if so, what amount of lands, according 
to the best estimate which may be made, yet remains undisposed of, and what is the price at which it is 
limited, including lands of the best quality, and those of an inferior quality? 

What would be a reasonable estimate of the loss sustained by the government, at any public sale of 
Jands within your district, in consequence of combinations of companies to purchase them at the minimum 
price? ; : . ; 
Were the registers and receivers attending any such sale informed, or had knowledge, of the exist- 

ence of such combinations or companies, and their object; and did they aid them in their fraudulent 
purpose, or did they, having such knowledge, interpose in their official character, or otherwise, to prevent 
the accomplishment of the purposes for which they had combined? 

Have the registers and receivers manifested favoritism in the sale of the public lands, at private 
sale, where two or more persons made application to purchase or enter any particular tract of land; and, 
if so, what were the circumstances under which their partiality was so manifested? 

Have the receivers, or any of them, of the public moneys, been at any time detected in speculating 
on the funds paid into their offices, by selling at a premium bank notes of the Bank of the United States, 
or other current bank paper, for bank notes not current at par, but which were made receivable for public 
lands, and then depositing these uncurrent bank notes in the deposit bank selected by the Secretary of 
the Treasury in lieu of the current notes thus sold at a premium? 

Where companies or combinations of speculators in public lands may be known to you, it will be 
important, as far as practicable, to ascertain and certify their names, and the name or names of their 
agents, and also the State in which the company may have been formed. 

These interrogatories may, and no doubt do, fall far short of covering all the fraudulent practices of 
many officers authorized to superintend the sales of the public lands. I therefore wish you distinctly to 
understand that they are not intended to limit the scope of your investigation, but that you will extend 
your inquiries, and take testimony on all subjects which you may deem essential to the public interest, 
or the development of illegal or fraudulent practices at any land office within your district or State. 

The committee rely confidently on your patriotic exertions in carrying into effect the investigations 
which they are instructed to make by the Senate. You will receive a suitable compensation for your 
services when they shall be completed, and the witnesses who may attend to give their evidence will be 
allowed the usual mileage and daily pay which is given in the highest court of law within your State, 

Before taking the testimony of any witness, you will make out such interrogatories as you may 
deem proper to draw from the witness all that he may know on the points to which you may desire his 
testimony. 

If, in making these interrogatories, you deem it necessary to employ counsel to assist you by 
legal advice, you are authorized to do so, and such counsel will be paid a reasonable fee for his services 
on your certificate. 

It is not expected that you are to give notice to any one of the time and place which you may 
appoint to take depositions; nor will any person be permitted, either as principal or counsel, to interfere 
with you in the performance of your duty; but you may, at your option, furnish any officer who may 
reside within convenient distance with a copy of any deposition which may implicate his official conduct: 
this, however, is submitted entirely to your own discretion. In all cases where a witness may be exam- 
ined who is not generally known, you will take care to forward satisfactory testimony of his character 
for truth and veracity. You will cause the depositions to be certified by the judge or justice of the peace 
before whom they are taken, with the attestation of the clerk of the court, under seal, that such judge or 
justice is duly appointed and qualified according to the constitution and laws of the State, 

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE POINDEXTER, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands in Senate United States, 
Per BENJAMIN P. SMITH, Clerk to Committee. 





In Senate OF THE Unrrep States, March 3, 1834. 


Mr. Pornpexter offered for consideration the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the recent sales of the public lands in the States of Mississippi and Alabama; and whether the 
proclamations of the President of the United States, causing the public lands in the districts of country 
acquired from the Choctaw tribe of Indians by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and from the Creek 
tribe of Indians in Alabama, to be offered at public sale, were issued and promulgated a reasonable 
length of time prior to the day on which said sales were directed to be commenced in each of said dis- 
tricts, to give proper notice to the people of the United States of the days appointed for said sales; and, 
also, into the causes why the usual public notice was not given. 

2. Resolved, That the same committee inquire whether any fraudulent practices, to the injury of the 
public interests, took place at said sales by reason of combinations of companies or individuals interdict- 
ing, or unfavorable to, a fair competition between bidders for the public lands offered for sale in said 
districts; and, if so, whether the officers superintending said sales had knowledge of, or participated in, 
such fraudulent practices or combinations. 

3. Resolved, That the said committee be instructed to inquire whether the registers of the land 
offices, and the receivers of public moneys, at any of the land offices of the United States, or either of 
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them, have, in violation of law and of their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from 
any purchaser or purchasers of the public lands at public or private sale, for the benefit of such officer op 
officers, as a condition on which such purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter or purchase an 

tract or tracts of land offered for sale by the United States; and, also, whether any register or receiver 
as aforesaid, has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands, by adopting rules and 
regulations, in their respective offices, inconsistent with the laws of the United States. 

4, Resolved, That the said committee inquire whether the public lands, at any land office in the 
United States, have been sold otherwise than for cash; and whether any register or receiver in said 
States has, at any time, taken in payment the promissory note of any purchaser or purchasers bearing 
an interest to accrue to the benefit of such register or receiver. 

5. Resolved, That in prosecution of said inquiries the said committee have power to send for persong 
and papers, to take depositions, and to examine witnesses before them, on oath, touching the matterg 
aforesaid. 





In Senate or tHE Unirep States, Jarch 5, 1834, 
Resolved, That, in the prosecution of their inquiries, the Committee on Public Lands have power to 
send for persons and papers, to take depositions, and to examine witnesses before them, on oath, touching 
the matters aforesaid. 
The committee consists of Messrs. Poindexter, Moore, Prentiss, McKean, and Clay. 


Attest: Wa rer Lowrir, Secretary. 





Unrrep Srates or Awerica, Murray County, Mississippi, greeting: 

Know ye, that the Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands, reposing entire 
confidence in your prudence and fidelity, have appointed you, and by these presents do give you full 
power and authority diligently to examine all such witness or witnesses as you may think proper, upon 
interrogatories to be exhibited by you, touching the perpetration of any frauds in the sales of the public 
lands of the United States, if any shall have been committed, in any district in the State of Mississippi; 
and, also, touching the conduct of any officer or officers of the United States charged or authorized by 
law with the conduct, direction, management, or superintendence of said sales. We therefore authorize 
and empower you, first having yourself taken an oath before some judge or magistrate authorized by law 
to administer an oath, that you will well, fully, and faithfully, execute this commission, and reduce to 
writing the deposition of such witness or witnesses as you may examine as aforesaid; and cause to be 
administered to such witness or witnesses, respectively, an oath that they will true, full, and perfect 
answers make to all and singular the said interrogatories, and reduce the answer of the sid witness 
or witnesses, respectively, to writing; and, when you shall have completed the same, to transmit the 
same, under your hand and seal, carefully closed up, to the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
of the Senate of the United States. 

By order of the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, this fourth day of 
April, 1834. 





Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate of the United States. 





Tue Strate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of Phineas Tomlinson, of Adams township, in said county, (of lawful age,) having been 
first duly sworn, according to law; that he would true, full, and perfect answers make to all and singular 
the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service. 

The following interrogatories were severally proposed to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver of public moneys at the land 
offices of the United States, or either of them, have been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of 
public lands, by adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of 
the United States? 

Answer. I cannot make a satisfactory answer to the question. 

Second interrogatory. Have you known any of the public lands, at any of the land offices belonging 
to the United States, to be sold otherwise than for cash in ready money? 

Answer. I went to Zanesville, and to the register’s office, and asked Thomas Flood, the register, if 
the west half of the northeast quarter of section number twenty-two, of township three, in range six, 
military, was entered? The said register opened the plat book, and said it was not entered. I then 
asked the said Flood if there was such a man as Mr. Gilbert? He pointed to a man sitting by the fire 
in the said register’s office, and said “there he is,” and at the same time asked me if there was any 
improvement on the land? I answered him no. I then addressed myself to Mr. Gilbert, and asked him 
if he did not enter land, and wait on them for the pay? also asked him if he would do it for me, and 
asked him what he would take and enter the tract described as aforesaid, and wait with me one year? 
Mr. Gilbert said he would take twenty dollars, and take my notes, one payable in three months, for 
twenty-five dollars, and one for ninety-five dollars, payable in one year. I gave the two several notes - 
as proposed by said Gilbert, and he went to the plat book, and wrote my name on the said tract upon 
the register’s plat book in the said office. I paid off the twenty-five dollar note referred to, which reads 
in the words and figures following: ‘$25. Zanesville, 29th February, 1832. On the Ist day of April, 
1832, for value received, I promise to pay Charles C. Gilbert, or order, twenty-five dollars. 
‘‘PHINEAS TOMLINSON.” 
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On the day, and at the time, I paid this note, the said Gilbert wrote on the back of said note the 
following words and figures eee Paid on the within, 3d April, 1832,” and immediately gave up the said 
note to me. On the fifteenth day of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-three, I paid off, took up, and 
destroyed, the ninety-five dollar note referred to. W hen I had so paid off my last note as aforesaid, I 
asked the said Gilbert where I should find my certificate? He said “Tn aut hour or two you will find 
cour certificate at Flood’s office.”’ I accordingly called at the register’s office, and asked a young man 
who was clerking in the said register’s office for the certificate. The young man took from tle mantel- 
shelf, and handed to me, the certificate, in the words and figures following: “No. 5,606. Receiver’s 
office, Zanesville, 15th March, 1833. Received of Phineas Tomlinson, of Muskingum county, Ohio, the 
sum of one hundred dollars, being in full for the west half of the northeast quarter of section No. 22, 
township No. 3, of range No. 6, military, containing 80 acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre, $100. 
(Duplicate. “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Third interregttory. Was Thomas Flood, the register, present, during the time that the contract 
was made between yourself and Mr, Gilbert, when the notes were given, and when the plat was so 
marked as aforesaid? and were these things all done in the register’s office, and in the presence of the 
said register? 

Answer. It was all done in the register’s office, and in the presence of the said Flood, register, 
excepting the writing and the signing of the notes for which we went into Mr. Gilbert’s office. I am 
inclined to say that the notes were written at a desk in the register’s office, where said Gilbert went to, 
and got some paper; but I am satisfied they were signed in Gilbert’s office, which was adjoining and 
next door to the register’s office; and was all done on the said 29th day of February, 1832. 

PHINEAS TOMLINSON. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 26th day of April, 1834. , 

JOSEPH STIERS, Justice of the Peace. 


Deposition of Frederick Yerean, of Salem township, in said county of Muskingum, (of lawful age, ) 
and having been first duly sworn, according to law, that he should true, full, and perfect answers make 
to all and singular the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service. 

The following interrogatories were proposed to the said witness (by John Burwell): 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any registers or receivers of public moneys at any of 
the land offices of the United States have been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of public lands, 
by adopting rules and regulations, in their respective offices, inconsistent with the laws of the United 
States? or have you known any of the public lands, at any land office in the United States, to be sold 
otherwise than for cash in ready money? If so, state what you know in relation to the subject. 

Answer. I am unacquainted at any of those offices, excepting the register’s office at Zanesville. 
On or about the last of September, eighteen hundred and thirty-one, 1 went to the register’s office at 
Zanesville, and asked Thomas Flood, the register, if the west half of the southeast quarter of section 
number seven, in township number two, of range six, of the unappropriated lands in the military district, 
wasentered? The said register went and looked on the plat, and said it was not entered. I then asked the 
said Flood what he would take and secure that piece of land for me eighteen months, and at the same 
time stated to the said Flood that I would pay him the money within that time. Charles C. Gilbert, being 
present at this time in the said office, Flood pointed me to Gilbert, and made said bargain with Gilbert. I 
then turned to Gilbert, and asked him what he would take to evfer the land, and wait with me the eighteen 
months? Said Gilbert observed, that, ‘if I wait with you eighteen months, I must have thirty dollars.” 
I then offered Mr. Gilbert two promissory notes of hand which I, at that time, held against my brother 
Jacob Yerean, in pledge to secure the payment of the purchase money. He took those two notes of fifty 
dollars each, making one hundred dollars, and gave me his receipt for those notes, to show that they were 
so left with him in pledge. Flood then marked the tract mine on the plat, and asked me if there was 
any person living on the land? I told him there was nobody on it; there was no improvement onit. A 
short time before the eighteen months was up, I paid to the said Gilbert ninety dollars, and lifted the two 
fifty dollar notes that I so pledged as aforesaid, and gave my own promissory note of hand for the balance 
of forty dollars, in words and figures following : ‘For value received, I promise ta pay to Charles C. 
Gilbert, or order, forty dollars on or before the 8th of April next. 

“$40, oe 
FREDERICK X YEREAN. 
mark. 
“Attest: Cuartes Srerson. 
“July 5, 1853.” 


On the 30th day of April, 1833, I paid to the said Gilbert, (on the note of which the foregoing is a 
copy,) thirty dollars, which he endorsed in words and figures following, (on the back of said note) : 
“ Received on the within $30, (thirty dollars,) 30th April, 1833;” leaving ten dollars due on the forty 
dollar note which I had given to said Gilbert, hereinbefore copied. At the time I paid Gilbert the ninety 
dollars, and gave him the forty dollar note, Gilbert went down street from the register’s office, and got a 
paper, and gave it to me, containing the words and figures following: ‘No. 5,427. Receiver’s office, 
Zanesville, 5th July, 1833. Received of Frederick Yerean, of Muskingum county, Ohio, the sum of one 
hundred dollars, being in full for the west half of the southeast quarter of section No. 7, township No. 
2, of range 6, military, containing 80 acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre. $100. 

(Duplicate. ) “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Some time in November, 1833, I went to Zanesville to pay the balance of ten dollars due on the forty 
dollar note referred to, and, being informed that Gilbert had not paid for the land until the day that I paid 
to him the ninety dollars, and that he had not entered the land unfil that day, and also informed that, 
notwithstanding my contract with Gilbert (according to the advice of the register,) and the marking of 
the plat as aforesaid, that the land had remained in jeopardy, liable to entry by others, while I supposed 
it was secure to me, I stated to said Gilbert that he had left my land in a situation in danger of losing it, and 
that I understood that he had not entered my land until I paid to him the ninety dollars; and as I was a 
poor man, and had paid thirty dollars on the note, and as he had got twenty dollars from me more than 
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the price of the land, he ought not to take any more, and give me up the note without paying the ten 
dollars. Gilbert turned round, and went into the house, (the Zanesville banking house,) and said, come 
into the house. I went into the house after him, in company with Henry Wheeler; after some converga- 
tion between Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Wheeler on the subject, Gilbert gave the note to me without the ten 
dollars. 

Second interrogatory. Did you have any other conversation with the register on the subject of the 
land referred to, other than you have herein stated? If so, relate such conversation. 

Answer. In the fore part of September, 1831, and before the contract herein referred to was made, J 
went to the register’s office to see about getting the said land. Squire Flood told me then, on making 
application to him to secure the land af that time, and when I informed him that I had not the money then 
and that I had a place to sell, I would try and sell it, and pay the money sooner than the eighteen months, 
He then said, “ we would rather have part of the money down. Go and try and sell your place, and get 
the money if you can; and, if you cannot, then come, and we will fix it for you.” 

Third interrogatcry. Was the said Gilbert present in the register’s office at this time also? and 
was there any person present at either of those conversations, except Flood, Gilbert, and yourself? 

Answer. The said Gilbert was present at both conversations; and no person present in the office 
except the register, Gilbert, and myself, at the time of either conversation alluded to. 

Fourth interrogatory. What did you understand when the register said to you, “we will fix it for 
you?” Please state what your understanding was at the time he so expressed himself to you. 

Answer. IT understood that it signified they were both concerned;—that they both had the power of 
doing what I wanted them to do for me. 


his 
FREDERICK XK YEREAN, 
mark. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 26th day of April, 1834. 
JOSEPH STIERS, J.P. [seat] 


Deposition of Henry Wheeler, of Salem township, in said county of Muskingum, (of lawful age,) 
who, having been first duly sworn according to law that he would true, full, and perfect answers make 
to all and singuler the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service— 

The following interrogatories were proposed to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Wave you been present, and an attentive observer of all and singular the inter- 
rogatories proposed to, and the answers made by Frederick Yerean, in the foregoing deposition? 

Answer. I have. 

Second interrogatory. Wave you any recollection of what the conversation was between yourself, 
Charles C. Gilbert, and said Yerean, as alluded to in the foregoing deposition: and how Yerean came to 
the understanding of the situation in which his land remained from September, 1831, until the same was 
entered on the 5th of February, 1833? If you can so state, relate the same. 

Answer. Yerean had previously informed me concerning the contract, as stated in his deposition at the 
time referred to: when Yerean got up the forty dollar note, he had showed to me the receiver’s receipt, 
dated on the 5th day of February, 1833. I then discovered the situation in which the business had stood, 
and so informed Yerean previous to the conversation with Gilbert. In the Zanesville banking house, as 
alluded to by Yerean, I stated to Gilbert that I thought that he was well paid with twenty dollars for his 
trouble for staying the land, for it appeared that he had not paid for the land until he had received the 
ninety dollars from Yerean, Gilbert said, ‘‘ Jf I stayed the land, I stayed it at my own risk.” I then 
stated to him that Mr. Yerean was a hard laboring man, and that he ought to give up the note. Gilbert 
replied, ‘I have money enough;” he then handed the note alluded to, to Yerean, saying, “here, take 
the note.” 

Third interrogatory. Are you acquainted with the character of the said Yerean, and what is his 
standing for truth and veracity? 

Answer. I have been acquainted with him several years. I should say that full credit is due to his 
statements. 

Fourth interrogatory. Are you acquainted with Phineas Tomlinson, whose deposition has also been 
here taken in your presence? If so, state what character he bears for truth and veracity. 

Answer. 1 have not so much acquaintance with him; I should not doubt his veracity. I have had 
dealings with him; have found him honorable in his dealings, and have never heard anything against him. 

HENRY WHEELER. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 26th day of April, 1834. 


JOSEPH STIERS, J.P. [seat] 


Tue Srate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Depositions taken under the resolutions of the Senate of the United States, of the 3d and Sth of 
March, 1834, in behalf of the Committee on Public Lands, May 21, 1834. 

Witnesses sworn before Robert Aikens, Esq., a justice of Richhill township, in said county, that they, 
and each of them, would true, full, and perfect answers make to all and singular the interrogatories that 
may be proposed to them. 

The following were severally proposed (by John Burwell:) 

FIRST. 

Evan Ogan, having been first duly sworn, as aforesaid, appeared and testified. 

First interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the sale of the west half of the southwest 
quarter of section number twenty-one, of township number nine, in range number ten, which said tract 
was sold by Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, on the 17th day of February, 183], 
to John Cummins? If so, state what you do know in relation thereto. 

Answer. The first of my knowledge on the subject of the sale referred to was derived from Bernard 
Van Horne’s (receiver, ) receipt in the hands of Cummins, dated on the 17th of February, 1831, showing 
that Cummins had entered and paid for the land in question on that day, (17th February, 1831;) and 
having understood that there was some dispute between the said Cummins and William C. Bay in regard 
to the title or possession to the said land, and being at Zanesville on business some time afterwards, 
(perhaps about the first of December, 1831,) I called at the office of the said Thomas Flood, register, and 
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inquired of him whether Cummins had purchased the said land according to law? Flood said to me, 
“Cummins has purchased the land according to law, and paid every cent of the money down for it.” 
And further, stated that Cummins had a good right for the land, and that it could not be taken from him. 
I then stated that Bay claimed the land by pre-emption right, and asked whether there was any such 
right? to which Charles ©. Gilbert answered there was, and stated that Bay had not settled on the land 
in time to obtain that right. Flood observed, ‘‘Poh! he has no right, nor never can get any right.” 
And further I know not. 

EVAN OGAN. 


SECONDLY. 


John Reed, having been duly sworn as aforesaid, appeared and testified. 

First interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the sale and purchase of the land referred 
to in the foregoing deposition? Do you know anything in relation to the affidavit said to have been 
sworn to and subscribed by John Cummins, before Thomas Flood, (register of the land office at Zanes- 
ville,) acting as a justice of the peace, and filed at the receiver's office at Zanesville, wherein the said 
Cummins is represented to have sworn that he wished to apply a certain military bounty land scrip in 
payment for the land in question; and, also, that there was no person residing on the land at the time 
he made the entry on the 17th day of February, 1831? If so, state what you do know in relation to the 
subject. 

Answer. I was not present at the time of the sale and purchase, neither did I ever see the paper 
referred to. In the spring of 1831, I understood by a report that was then circulating in the neighbor- 
hood, that the said Jolm Cummins had entered the west half of the southwest quarter of section twenty- 
one, of township number nine, in range number ten, on which William C, Bay then lived; and that, in 
making the said entry, he had sworn that there was no person then residing on the land, and, also, that 
Bay intended to have Cummins prosecuted for perjury. I inquired of Cummins as to the truth of the 
report, which he denied. A short time after I heard the report I went to Zanesville, and, from my 
knowledge of tlie good character and standing of Cummins, I was induced to call on Thomas Flood, 
register of the land office at Zanesville, and inquired of him concerning the entry and swearing, by 
Cummins, referred to. Flood stated to me, in reply, that Cummins had entered the land in question, 
according to law, and that he had paid his money for it. He also stated that Cummins had told him the 
truth concerning the residence by Bay on the land, and stated to me that Cummins was not sworn at the 
time of making the entry, as was reported; and further stated that Bay was liable to a prosecution for 
living on the land. I inquired of Flood how Cummins could get possession of the land? He stated that 
Cummins must go and give Bay notice to leave the premises; and, if he did not go, get the sheriff and 
throw him out; or get some persons to go with him, and tell Bay to take out his goods and his children, 
and if he did not do it, then take the house down quietly, and be careful and not hurt his goods or his 
children, and move it away to some other place, and set fire to it and burn it up, or do anything else with 
it he pleased. 

Second interrogatory. At what time did Thomas Flood, the register, make the foregoing statement to 
you, in which he stated that the said Cummins ‘was not sworn at the time of making the entry, as was 
reported” to have been the case? 

Answer, Some time in the summer of 1831. 

Third interrogatory. Where were you and Mr. Flood when he made this statement to you? 

Answer. In his (the register’s) office at Zanesville. 


JOUN REED. 


THIRDLY. 


Lee Ogan, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, appeared and testified. 

First interrogatory. Do you know of anything in relation to the sale or purchase, or affidavit referred 
to in the foregoing depositions of Evan Ogan and John Reed, which have been taken in your presence 
and hearing? If so, state what you know in relation thereto. 

Answer, In April or May, 1832, I called at the register’s office in Zanesville, and asked Thomas Flood, 
the register, if the patent had come on for the land in question. He said no. I then asked him if 
William ©. Bay had been there on that day. Flood replied, “He has;” and stated that Bay had just 
gone away. I then asked the said register if Bay had any right to the land referred to. Flood said 
he had not, neither could he get any. I then stated to Flood that Bay had stated that Cummins had 
sworn a false oath concerning the land when he entered it; and therefore he could not get the land. 
Flood then said: ‘ Jt is not true; he was not sworn anything about the land.” 

Second interrogatory. Did the said Thomas Flood say anything to you in relation to what Cummins 
should do in order to get possession of the said land? If so, state what he said on that subject. 

Answer, He did not tell me anything that Cummins should do, He did tell me to tell my father to 
go and give Bay ten days’ notice, and, if he did not go out in that time, to take some hands with him, 
and pull the house down, and take care not to hurt his children, or his goods, and to move the house to 
some other place and burn it up; and stated that Bay was a cursed fool; that he wished he would not 
bother him any more about it. And further I know not. 


LEE OGAN. 


FOURTHLY. 
May 22, 1834. 

Charles P. Moore, who, having been first duly sworn according to law to answer as aforesaid, 
testified to the following facts: 

First interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to an affidavit said to have been signed by 
John Cummins, and by him sworn to (before Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, 
acting as a justice of the peace,) bearing date on the 17th day of February, 1831, at the time he applied 
for, and entered the west half of the southwest quarter of section twenty-one, of township number nine, 
of range number ten? If so, state all you know in relation to the same, and what information you have, 
and from what source you derived the same. 


Answer. My first knowledge in relation to the affidavit was derived from a copy of that paper in the 
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hands of William ©. Bay. I afterwards (say a week or ten days) went to Zanesville at the request of 
and ir company with, the said Cummins, to see if there was such an instrument in existence (which 
Cummins did not believe to be the case). T went with Cummins to the receiver's office (on or about the 
middle of April, 1831,) and inquired of Bernard Van Horne, the receiver, if such an affidavit was on file 
in his office, Mr, Van Horne produced the paper purporting to be an affidavit, of which Thad seen a 
copy in the hands of Bay, as above stated. Cummins stated to me and Mr. Van Horne that he had nieew 
been sworn to any such thing. 

Second interrogatory. Did you, on the same day that you went with Cummins to the receiver's office 
also accompany him to the register’s office? If so, state what took place at the office of Thomas Flood. 
the register, in relation to the affidavit in question, ; 

Answer. I went with Cummins first to the register’s office, at} which place Cummins inquired of 
George H. Flood for his father, the register. George stated to Cummins that his father was @one east of 
the mountains. Cummins then stated to the said George IL, Flood that William ©. Bay was circulatine 
a report in the neighborhood that he (Cummins) had taken a false oath at the time he entered the land 
referred to, by swearing that there was no person living on a at the time the entry was made; and 
further stated that he had told them at the time that he entered the land that there was a small improve- 
ment on ?f, and that Bay was living on the land. The said George IL. Flood said to Cummins, “ You 
never was sworn in this office.” 1 then asked the said George to give from under his hand that Cummins 
had never been sworn as had been stated, (hat he might have something to show when he went home to 
counteract: the report: in circulation, To which he observed, “ 7 fnew my own business,” and stated to 
Cummins that he would give him something to show that would counteract the report. He then wrote 
something, and gave to Cummins, and, as [ suppose, a certificate to show that Cummins had not been 
sworn, and which Cummins believed to be the case. He took the paper from Flood, and put it into his 
pocket, and we left the office. 

Third interrogatory. Did Cummins ask George TH. Flood to give him such a certifieate as should 
counteract the report put in circulation by Bay; or did Flood offer to do so upon your suggestion? 

Answer, Cummins, before and after Lo made the suggestion, asked Flood to give him such an 
instrument. 

Fourth interrogatory. Did you read the paper that you say George TI. Flood wrote and gave to 
Cummins, as stated by you? If so, what was the purport of that paper or instrument? What date did 
it bear? Was it signed by the said George? Please to state, as near as you can, the date, the sub- 
stance, and the signature. 

Answer. Tam under the impression that the date was about the middle of April, 1831.) Tam not 
positive whether he signed his own name or that of his father, the register; Twas by him at the table 
when he wrote the instrument, but did not read it at the time. A few days (not many) after we went 
home, Cummins came to me to get me to read the paper, at which time | discovered that it did not contain 
what the said George I, Flood had promised to give, T cannot, without seeing the paper, state its 
contents satisfactorily. 

Fifth interrogatory. Could you at this time identify that paper, or, on hearing one read, could you 
detect a fraudulent one if presented to you for the same ? 

Answer. 1 think T should know the paper if Twas to see it. T think from the size of the paper and 
the writing I should recognize it; or, if I should hear it read, T céuld tell whether it contained the same 
substance. 

Sirth interrogalory. Is this paper which T hold wp the paper referred to, that George I. Flood gave 
to Cummins? If not, state what your objections are. 

Answer. I know that is not the same paper; it was not half as big as that. 

Seventh interrogatory. Vf VT hand you the paper which T hold up, or if Tread it, will you, or can you, 
detect any, if any variation from the substance of the paper given by Flood to Cummins? 

Answer. You may go on to read; I will try. IT think, it seems to me, IT can tell the substance. 

Kighth interrogatory. Is the paper that I have just read in your hearing the same in substance as the 
one given by Flood to Cummins? 

Answer. The first part of the paper that you have just read, is in substance a paper (or a copy of a 
paper) given on the same day by Charles ©, Gilbert: to Cummins, to direct him how to get possession of 
the land; and the substance of the latter part, is the same as the one given by George HTH. Flood to 
Cummins on the same day. 

Ninth interrogatory. Do you recognize the handwriting of this paper that T lave just read in your 
hearing, and which is now handed to you, and of which the following is a copy? And is the same here 
correctly cl pied? 

“To Ford Barnes and Wm. Sinclair, two justices of the peace in and for the county of Guernsey, 
State of Ohio: 

“John Cummins respectfully represents and complains, that William ©. Bay is in possession of the 
west half of the southwest quarter of section twenty-one, township nine, range ten, In said county, and 
unlawfully detains the same from him, the said John Cummins, who has purchased the same from the 
United States; and he requests that a jury may be summoned to try the right to the said tract of land, 
under the provisions of the act entitled ‘An act against foreible entry and detainer,’ 20th April, 1831.” 


: “Lanxp Orrice, Zanesville, Ohio, April 20, 1831. 

“T hereby certify that I did not at any time give to William ©. Bay, of Guernsey county, Ohio, any 
instrument of writing purporting to be a statement of any entry made by John Cummins, or for any other 
purpose whatever, 

“T also certify that said Bay has no claims to the tract entered by Cummins, either by pre-emption 
right or otherwise. 


“GEORGE I. FLOOD, Acting Register.” 


Answer. The handwriting I know nothing about; 1 do not think it is Gilbert’s, and George IT. Flood’s 
I know it is not. The paper is corectly copied, word for word, and figure, Tam satisfied this paper that 
I hold, of which the foregoing is a copy, must be the copy of the two papers given on the same day, in 
my presence, to Cummins, one by Charles C. Gilbert, and the other by George H. Flood; and had the 
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sre copied, and which I hold in my hand, been read in my hearing, without my secing it, I should 
have said it was the éwo original papers. 

Tenth interrogatory. What did George I, Flood say to Cummins when he gave to him the paper, of 
th the foregoing is the copy, and where were they at the time? 

Answer. They were in the register’s office; and when George Hl. Flood gave to Cummins the paper 
(or certificate), he said to him: ‘*Now go home, and tell them (Bay and others that talked about the 
copy that he had) to kiss your arse, you have got the land.” 23 

" Eleventh interrogatory. 1s the said John Cummins not an illiterate man? Can he read or write, and 
was not this the inducement to him to get you to go with him to see into the business for him? 

Answer. He can neither read nor write, and such was his reasons for my going with him. He 
persisted in protesting against his having ever given the affidavit, and remarked when we left the 
register’s office, “now you sce that I was not sworn.” 

Twelfth interrogatory. Are you acquainted with the said Cummins; and what is his general character 
for truth and veracity, or otherwise? What is his character in every respect? State what you know of 
him, or concerning him, and what you have heard or seen against him. 

Answer. I have been acquainted with the said John Cummins, living most of the time within a mile 
of him, for five years; he is said to have some Indian blood, and the rest white blood. I should say from 
his appearance that he is one-cighth Indian and seven-cighths white. I have been acquainted with half, 
one-quarter, and one-cighth blooded Indians, and should judge Cummins to be of the latter class, and he 
is said to be such. As to his general character for truth and veracity, [ have no reason to doubt it; I 
have never heard anything against him as to truth or honesty, to his prejudice, except the affidavit at 
the time that report first came into circulation; and, on that point, he has given satisfactory evidence of 
his innocence. And further 1 know not. 


paper he 


whic 


CHARLES P. MOORE. 


. FIFTHLY. 

William ©. Bay, having been duly sworn according to law as aforesaid, appeared and testified: 

First interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the pretended affidavit said to have been 
given by Jolin Cummins at the time he entered the land on which you now reside? If so, state what you 
know on the subject, and what Thomas Flood said to you (if anything’) on the subject of Cummins’ swear- 
ing to that instrument? 

Answer, After I came to hear that Cummins had entered the lands spoken of, I went to the receiver's 
office at Zanesville, and General Van Horne, the father of the receiver, (to whom [ applied in the absence 
of the receiver, ) gave to me a copy of the aflidavit, so called, in the following words and figures, to wit: 


“Rearsrer’s Orvice, Zanesville, Ohio, February 17, 1831. 

“T John Cummins, of Guernsey, being desirous of locating the W. 3, 5. W. of section No, 21, town- 
ship No. 9, range No. 10, in the district of land subject to sale at Zanesville, Ohio, by applying in pay- 
ment thereof a certain certificate of military land scrip, do solemnly swear that, from my own knowledge 
of the fact, after actual inspection of the said tract of land on or about the Ist of the present month, there 
was not at that time any person or persons residing thereon, and that [do truly believe that there is no 
person residing thereon at this present time, or has claims of pre-cmption thereto, under the act of the 
29th May, 1830. 


his 
“JOUN XK CUMMINS. 
mark. 
“Sworn to and subscribed, this 17th February, 1831, before 
“THOS. FLOOD, J.P.” [seat.] 


When T procured the paper from Mr. Van Horne, of which the foregoing is a copy, I went to the 
registers office, and inquired of Thomas Flood concerning the entry and the affidavit. Flood stated that 
Cummins had entered the land, and stated that “he was not sworn anything concerning it.’ I stated 
that Thad a copy of the affidavit; Flood then walked away from me, saying, “you know nothing about 
it; he was not sworn; he (meaning Cummins) will put you off of the land.’ «I followed him out of the 
office to his own door where he resided, and kept talking to him concerning mY residence on the land, the 
entry and the affidavit of Cummins, Flood was iaad—cursed me pretty smart. When he went into his 
house, I left him, and came away. 

Second interrogatory. Wow often did Flood tell you that Cummins was not sworn concerning the entry 
referred to? State how many times on that day. 

Answer, On the day that I have referred to, he stated to me three (or four) times that Cummins was 
not sworn concerning the land. 

Third interrogatory. Wow long have you been acquainted with John Cummins? What is his char- 
acter? State what you know of him, or concerning his character for truth and veracity, or otherwise, as 
far as you know or have heard concerning the man. 

Answer, I have known the said Cummins for twelve years. He is an honest, ignorant man, without 
education, T have heard him testify before Ford Barnes, a justice of the peace; one of the parties objected 
to his testimony on the grounds that he was not a white man. When the proof was adduced, they made 
him ont one-eighth part Indian, by proving that his mother was one-quarter Indian; the rest, with his 
father, was proven to be white, making Cummins seven-cighths part white, and one-cighth part Indian: 
his testimony was admitted. I never heard his truth and veracity suspected until the report of the pre- 
tended affidavit; and his innocence in that respect has been satisfactorily proven to all the neighborhood 
and elsewhere, so far as T have any knowledge of the circumstances concerning the same, 

Fourth interrogatory. Did Thomas Flood, the regisier, offer you an entry of that same piece of land, 
if you would give him a horse, saddle, and bridle? And did Charles C. Gilbert go with you, at Flood’s 
suggestion, and look at the horse? 

Answer. Flood did offer to let me enter the same land, and run all risk, for the horse, saddle, and 
bridle; and Gilbert did go and look at the horse. I advised with Levi Lewis, and did not give the horse. 

Fifth interrogatory. When did Flood tell you that Cummins was not sworn; and when did he offer to 
grant you the entry for the horse? 
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Answer. The time that I called on Flood, as stated, with the copy of the affidavit, as it is called, and 
at which time he said Cummins was not sworn, was some time in the latter part of March, 1831. and 
shortly after Cummins had made his entry of the land. As near as I can now recollect, the time Was 
about the Ist of December, 1831, when he offered me the grant, to make the entry, and to run the risk 

’ 


and guaranty the land to me. 
WILLIAM C, BAY, 


SIXTHLY. 

John Cummins, having been duly sworn according to law as aforesaid, appeared and testified: 

First interrogatory. Did you, on the 17th day of Felruary, 1831, apply to enter the west half of the 
southwest quarter of section twenty-one, of township nine, of range ten, with scrip? And did you state 
that there was no person living on the said land at the time? And did you give an affidavit of that fact? 

Answer. I did not apply to enter the said land with scrip. I knew nothing about scrip at the time, 
I gave no affidavit. I knew nothing of an affidavit at the time. Neither scrip or affidavit was at the 
time mentioned to me. The first that I ever heard of the affidavit or scrip, and the first that I knew of 
either, was after Mr. Bay brought the copy into the settlement. I applied to Thomas Flood, the register 
at Zanesville, to enter the land. He inquired of me, and I told to him all about Bay’s residence on the 
land; and Flood said 1 could have the land for the money — I told him that I had the money. He asked 
for the money, and | gave it to him, and he told me to mark on a paper, I did make my mark, when he 
showed me to do so. He then gave me some papers, and sent me to the receiver’s office. I went. The 
receiver gave me a paper which, as I understood, was my receipt for the pay for the land. I then went 
home, and heard no more about it until Bay got a copy of the pretended affidavit. 


his 
JOHN X CUMMINS. 


mark. 


I hereby certify that the witnesses to the foregoing depositions, were severally sworn before me 
prior to giving their testimony, and that they severally subscribed to the same as they stand recorded in 
the foregoing depositions: Evan Ogan, John Reed, and Lee Ogan, on the 21st instant; and Charles P, 
Moore, William C, Bay, and John Cummins, were severally sworn, and subscribed to theirs on this day, 

Given under my hand and seal at Richhill township aforesaid, this 22d day of May, 1834. 


ROBERT AIKINS, Justice of the Peace. [srat.] 


Tue Srate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Personally came before me, Robert Aikins, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, 
Andrew Craig, (a merchant,) who, being duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith that he is well 
acquainted with Evan Ogan, John Reed, Lee Ogan, Charles P. Moore, William C. Bay, and John Cum- 
mins, who have testified and subscribed to the foregoing depositions; and that he verily believes that the 
said witnesses are severally entitled to full credit for truth and veracity, when under oath giving testimony, 

ANDREW CRAIG, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 23d day of May, A. D. 183 


ROBERT AIKINS, Justice of the Peace. 


Tne Strate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of Bernard Van Horne, (receiver of public moneys of the land office at Zanesville, ) of 
lawful age, who, having been first duly sworn according to law, before Anthony Wilkins, a justice of the 
peace in and for said county, appeared and testified, 

First interrogatory. Did John Cummins, on the 17th day of February, 1831, enter the west half of 
the southwest quarter of section No. 21, of township No. 9, of range No. 10? 

Answer. He did. 

Second interrogatory. In whose handwriting are the papers which are in your office on file, and neces- 
sarily connected with the case of entry referred to? Is it the register’s? 

Answer. There are no papers excepting an affidavit such as are required of purchasers who pay with 
military land scrip. That affidavit is a printed form, filled up in the handwriting of George H. Flood, 
certified by Thomas Flood in his own handwriting, as a justice of the peace, and who was also at that 
time register of the land office. 

Third interrogatory. Wave you compared the copy of said affidavit as given by William C. Bay, in 
his foregoing deposition taken before Robert Aikins, a justice of the peace of Richhill township, in this 
county, on the 22d instant, with the original, and is the same there correctly copied, agreeing with the 
original on file in your office? { 

Answer. Yes. 

Fourth interrogatory. Did Phineas Tomlinson enter the west half of the northeast quarter of section 
twenty-two, of township three, in range six, (military,) and if so, when did he enter the same? 

Answer. He did on the 15th March, 1833. 

Fifth interrogatory. Was the west half of the southeast quarter of section seven, of township two, 
in range six, (military, ) entered in the name of Frederick Yerean? If so, when? 

Answer. It was, on the 5th of February, 1833. 

Sirth interrogatcry. Was the northeast quarter of northwest quarter of section No. 7, of township 
No. 8, range No. 3, (military, ) entered on the 26th of November, 1832, in the name of Michael Fetter? 

Answer, Yes. 

Seventh interrogatory. Did James Brewer, on the 30th day of January, 1832, enter the southwest 
quarter of section fourteen, township eight, of range three, (military,) and, if so, has any part of the 
said land since been entered by any other person, and who? 

Answer, On the day referred to, James Brewer did enter the said land; and on the 26th day of July, 
1833, by the directions of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, John Benninger was permitted 
to enter the west half of the same tract. 

Eighth interrogatory. Was the west half of the northwest quarter of section number eight, of town- 
ship number seven, of range number four, (military,) entered on the 22d day of April, 1832, in the name 
of Michael Roger? If so, was the common and necessary affidavit filed? Was the said land entered 


with scrip? 


























1834.] INQUIRIES INTO ALLEGED FRAUDS. 281 


liane : ———s 


Answer. It was; the payment was made in military land scrip, and the usual affidavit is on file 
Ninth interrogatory. Before whom was the said affidavit taken? In whose handwriting does it appear? 
Please state, if you can, and also permit me to take a copy of that instrument. “ 
swer. The affidavit is‘ printed form fille , thar i 
Answ : si jeer panes sine re fi led up in the handwriting of Charles C. Gilbert, and cer- 
tified by Thomas Flood as a justice of the peace, and is in words and figures following, to wit: 











_ Reeister’s Orrice, Zanesville, Ohio. 
e hd . N al © > yr ; ; ; , 

I, Michael Roger, of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, being desirous of locating the west half northwest 
quarter of section number eight, township number seven, range number four, (military,) in the Zanes- 
ville district, by applying in payment thereof a certain certificate of military land scrip, do solemnly 
swear that, from my own knowledge of the fact, after actual inspection of the said tract of land, on or 

. ite ‘ yA r x © « 1 idi ; 
about the 18th instant, that there was not, at that time, amy person or persons residing thereon, and that 
[ do truly believe that there is now no person residing thereon, or has claims of pre-emption thereto. 


his 
MICHAEL X ROGER. 
Sworn to and subscribed, this 23d April, 1832, before me. an 


THOMAS FLOOD, Justice of the Peace. [t. s.] 


Tenth interrogatory. Was the east half of the northeast quarter of section number fourteen, of town- 
ship number seven, of range four, (military,) entered on the 22d day of January, 1833, in the name of 
Joseph Caughemore; and if so, in what funds was the payment made? 

Answer. It was so entered, and payment made in military bounty land scrip. 

Eleventh interrogatory. Was there any part of section three, of township seven, in range four, (mili- 
tary, ) entered on the 23d day of May, 1832, in the name of George Bellman? If so, what kind of funds 
were applied in payment thereof? ; 

Answer. The northwest quarter of the southwest quarter of said section was so entered, and fifty-five 
dollars seventy-five cents of military land scrip was surrendered in payment. 

Twelfth interrogatory. Was the east half of the southeast quarter of section number five, township 
seven, of range number four, (military,) at any time in the year 1832 entered in the name of Christian 
Berger? and if so, when? 

Answer. It was on the eighth day of May, 1832. 

Thirteenth interrogatory. Was there a tract of land entered in the name of James Cook Calson on the 
14th day of March, 1833, to wit: the east half of the southeast quarter of section number three, of town- 
ship number six, of range number 4, (military?) 

Answer. Yes. 

Fourteenth interrogatory. Did Samuel Dennis, on the 11th day of October, 1833, enter the northeast 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section number sixteen, township number one, of range three 
(military?) 

Answer. Yes. 

Fifteenth interrogatory. Did Daniel Burt, jr., on the third day of October, 1833, enter the southeast 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section number sixteen, of township number one, of range three 
(military?) 

Answer. Yes. 

Sixteenth interrogatory. Did John Robins, on the 31st day of August, 1831, enter in his own name 
the west half of the northeast quarter of section number two, of township number nine, of range number 
ten? ° 

Answer. Yes. 

Seventeenth interrogatory. Did the said Robins, on the same day, enter in the name and in behalf of 
Thomas Scott, the west half of the southwest quarter of section number twenty-three, of township number 
one, of range number three, (military?) 

Answer. On referring to the blotter, (or original book of entries,) I find the name of Thomas Scott 
following that of John Robins as purchaser of that tract of Jand; but it appears to have been subsequently 
erased, and one hundred dollars, (the amount of the purchase money,) credited to Mr. Scott in my private 
day book, on the same day, as a deposit. 

Eighteenth interrogatory. Was the same tract here referred to again entered in the name of said 
Thomas Scott on the 13th day of September, 1831? 

Answer. It so appears on the books of my office. 

Nineteenth interrogatory. Can you in any way account for this singular transaction? If so, please to 
state what you know in relation thereto, why the entry did not remain as first made. 

Answer. My recollection of the transaction is too indistinct to attempt any detail of the circumstances. 

Twentieth interrogatory. Did you accompany John Robins to the register’s office on the day he made 
the entry in the first place? 

Answer. I do not now recollect. 

Twenty-first interrogatory. Was the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section number 
seventeen, of township number one, of range number three, (military, ) on the 4th day of January, 1833, 
entered in the name of John Newland; and was the southeast quarter of the same quarter section entered 
on the 20th day of May, 1833, in the name of James Karr? 

Answer. Yes, as appears by reference to the books in my office. 

Twenty-second interrogatory. Were the two tracts of land referred to in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
interrogatories of this deposition ever located in the name of James Sprague, or by Charles C. Gilbert for 
his use, by virtue of a warrant? 

Answer. I presume they were not, as they were both entered and paid for in the usual way—one by 
John Robins, and the other by Thomas Scott. 

B. VAN HORNE. 


Sworn on the 30th day of May, and subscribed to on the 31st day of May, 1834. 
ANTHONY WILKINS, Justice Peace. [srat.] 
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ZANESVILLE, Ohio, May 31, 1834. 

I hereby certify that the witnesses who have testified and subscribed to the foregoing depositions 
were severally first duly qualified according to law; the interrogatories were then stated aad proposed 
as they no. stand; and the answers given by the witness (or witnesses) were severally read to them 
respectively as they now stand recorded by me, and were acknowledged to be correctly entered, 

Given under my hand and seal, this 3lst day of May, 1834. : 

JOHN BURWELL, Commissioner, [srat.] 


Srate or Onto, Muskingum County: 

I, John Willson, jr., clerk of the court of common pleas in and for said county, do hereby certify 
that Joseph Stiers, Robert Aikins, and Anthony Wilkins, Esquires, before whom the foregoing depositions 
appear to have been taken, were, on the dates thereof, severally, and now are, acting justices of the 
peace in and for said county of Muskingum, duly elected and qualified according to the constitution and 
laws of said State, to whose official acts as such full faith and credit are due. 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said court at Zanesville, this 
this 3lst day of May, A. D. 1834. 

For JOHN WILLSON, Jr., Clerk, 
CHARLES W. O’NEAL, Deputy Clerk. [SEAL ] 


The deposition of William B. Magruder, before the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the 
United States, under a resolution of the Senate relative to the public lands: 

Question. Were you not an agent for the locating of Indian reservations in the Creek country, in 
the State of Alabama? 

Answer. I went out as secretary to the commissioners for locating reservations of the Creek Indiang 
according to the treaty with that tribe, and was afterwards appointed by the commissioners as a locating 
agent in Chambers county, in said State of Alabama. - 

Question. What was the condition of the locations of these reservations on the 17th December, 1833 
being the date of the proclamation of the President for the sale of the public lands in the tract of country 
ceded to the United States by the Creek Indians? Were the locations completed and returned to the 
proper department prior to that day, or any time prior to the sale of said lands under the proclamation 
aforesaid? 

Answer, On the 17th December the locating agents were actively engaged in performing their duties, 
and consequently the locations were not completed, and returns were not made; the only returns were 
made one week after the day appointed in the proclamation for the commencement of the sales to the 
register of the land office in Montgomery, in that district. This answer has reference to the Tallapoosa 
land district. 

Question. What portion of the lands ceded by the Creek Indians would be covered by the reserva- 
tions under the treaty, and what amount of these reservations were contained in the report made to the 
register of the land office in Montgomery? 

Answer. I think there were more than half of the lands ceded covered by the reservations, and about 
one-half of the locations were returned to the register of the land office in Montgomery one week after 
the sales were ordered by the proclamation. 

Question. Were the surveys of the lands ceded by the Creek Indians completed by the surveyors of 
the United States, and returns made to the proper offices prior to the President’s proclamation for the 
sale of the ceded lands? 

Answer. The surveys were completed, but the plats of the townships had not been returned to the 
land offices at which the sales were to take place, either at the date of the proclamation, or at the com- 
mencement of the sales, or at any time during the sales; consequently the sales were not completed. 

Question. Had the people of the district information of the proclamation prior to the day appointed 
for the commencement of the sales, so as to enable the actual settlers to attend the sales and purchase? 

Answer. The proclamation was not generally known, so far as I know or believe, in the district prior 
to the day of sale, and complaints were made by the people that they had not time to make arrangements 
for purchasing. I gave information to a number of settlers myself that the sales were ordered a few days 
before the day appointed for opening the sales, which they informed me was the first notice that they 
had of it. 

Question. Had you, as a locating agent, information of the day of sale; and if so, how did you 
obtain it? 

Answer. I had information of the day of sale, andI obtained it by a letter from one of the locating 
commissioners through a private conveyance. 

Question. Did you obtain that information in time to attend the sales? 

Answer. I could have done so, but did not attend the sales. 

Question. Did the actual settlers in the Creek country attend the sales, so far as you know or believe? 

Answer. They did not. 

Question. Were not the sales attended by speculators from different parts of the country, so far as 
you know or believe? 

Answer. They were. 

Question. Have you any knowledge of a purchase or purchases made by a company of speculators at 
either of these sales? And if so, state what such’purchase or purchases were, as far as your information 
extends. What price was paid to the United States for the lands so purchased, or any part of them; and 
what amount was subsequently obtained by any such company of speculators for the same lands? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge on this subject; it was generally understood throughout the 
country that companies of speculators did attend the sales, and that they purchased the greater portion 
of the lands sold, and particularly one tract of 640 acres, for the consideration of about eight hundred 
dollars, which they sold in the course of twenty-four hours afterwards, at public sale, for more than as 
many thousands as they had given hundreds. 

Question. Do you know any other matter or thing in relation to the sales of the public lands in the 
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tract of country ceded by the Creeks, or the conduct of the officers employed in such sales, which you 


deem material to the investigations before the committee? 
Answer. I know nothing of my own knowledge that I have not already stated. 


W. B. MAGRUDER. 








Wasnineton Crry, April 11, 1834. 


The deposition of Edmund Row before the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United 
States, under a resolution of the Senate relative to the public lands: 

Question. Where do you reside, and what is your occupation? 

Answer. I reside in Orange county, Virginia, and am by occupation a farmer. 

Question. Have you ever attended any public sale of the public lands? If so, state what place, and 
what State, and at what time. ‘ 

Answer. In 1833, from the 23d to the 29th of October, I attended at Chochuma land office, in the 
State of Mississippi, the sale of the public lands which had been ceded by the Choctaw tribe of Indians to 
the United States. 

(Question. Were the surveys of the lands ceded by the Choctaw Indians completed by the surveyors 
of the United States, and returns made by the proper officers, prior to the date of the proclamation for the 
sale of those lands? 

Answer. As to the surveys being completed, and returns made, I know not. I saw one or two com- 
panies going out to survey the unsurveyed ceded lands. I also heard many of the citizens of the State, 
some of them actual settlers, complaining that the lands were put into market before more than one-half 
of them were surveyed. 

(Question. Had the people of that district sufficient information prior to the day appointed in the pro- 
clamation for the commencement of the sales, to enable the actual settlers to make their arrangements 
for attending and purchasing? 

Answer. Lheard many men complain that they had not had sufficient time, from the first notice they had 
of the proclamation until the day of sale, to make their arrangements for attending and purchasing. The 
first information, too, obtained by some, was received from persons riding through the country to examine 
the lands, within a very short time before the sale. 

Question. Were not the sales attended by speculators from different parts of the country, so far as 
you know and believe? 

Answer. I believe they were. There appeared to be speculators from Tennessee, Alabama, and Lou- 
isiana, besides those who resided in the State of Mississippi. 

Question. Did the speculators you mention, from the States of Tennessee, Alabama, Louisiana, and 
Mississippi, bid against each other, or did they combine for the purpose of deterring poor men, or men who 
only wished to purchase small tracts of land, from bidding for the lands on which they resided, or other 
Jands which they might desire to purchase for actual settlement and cultivation, thereby taking into their 
own hands the control of the sales for their own benefit? 

Answer, I arrived at Chochuma on the 23d of October, two days after the commencement of the 
sales; and, on that day, there was a public address made to the people by a gentleman who said that 
they, the companies of speculators, had united to shield the actual settlers from being imposed upon by 
individual speculators, and that his company was willing that any actual settler should buy one quarter 
section of land wherever he pleased, and as low as he could get it, if it were at the government price; 
or that his company would purchase it for him as low as they could get it, and let him have it for what 
they gave, provided, however, that said settler would sign a paper obliging himself not to bid for any 
other lands thus offered at that sale of the public lands of the United States. He suggested, however, 
that his company would, immediately after the sales of the United States’ lands were closed, sell at public 
sale any lands they might purchase to the highest bidder, at which sale the settlers would have an oppor- 
tunity of purchasing as much more land as they might want. 

Question. Did these companies of speculators purchase large quantities of the public lands? If so, 
at what price? 

Answer. I believe, according to the best estimation I could make, they purchased three-fourths of 
what was sold, and most generally at government prices. 

(Juestion. Did these speculators, after the public sales were closed, offer the lands so purchased by 
them, at augmented prices? And did they make any sales to persons attending the government sales at 
the prices put on them? If so, what price per acre did they receive? 

Answer, I can make no answer to these inquiries, as I left the place before the government sales 
were closed. 

Question. Did you attend the sale for the purpose of purchasing land with a view to actual settle- 
ment and cultivation? And, if so, did you purchase at the public sale of the government, or did you 
purchase from the company of speculators? 

Answer, I did attend the sale for the purpose of purchasing for actual settlement and cultivation, 
and purchased from, or rather through, one of the agents or bidders of a company of speculators, 

Question, Had you selected for purchase any particular tract of land? 

Answer, I had. 

Question. Why did you prefer purchasing from, or through one of the agents of the company of 
speculators, to bidding for it yourself at public sale? 

Answer, I was a stranger in the country, and this being the first sale I had ever attended there, was 
entirely ignorant of the customs and proceedings at the sales of the public lands. 

Question, What were the cireumstances which induced you to purchase through the agent of the 
company? 

Answer, In bidding for the land which I had selected before the sale, I found it run on me, and 
knocked off to myself and son at between four and five dollars per acre; whereas I observed that the 
company, generally, obtained their lands at $1.25 per acre; and, with but very few exceptions, no person 
bid against them: I was therefore induced to forfeit the lands thus charged to myself and son, to be 
resold. It was then purchased by the agent of the company of speculators at a price not exceeding $1.27, 
who immediately sold it to me at one dollar advance per acre, which he had previously agreed to do. I 
took, of course, the receiver’s receipt to said agent, with the register’s receipt upon the back of it, for 
the transfer of the same to me. 
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Question. Who were the bidders or agents of the company for purchasing at the public sales? How 
many of them were there, and where did they reside? 

Answer, I think there were five, if not six, persons who were considered by the people at large ag 
bidders or agents for the companies of speculators. I cannot now remember the names or residences of 
more than four of them. There were Robert J. Walker, of Natchez, Mississippi; Ellis, of Louisiana 
and Malcom Gilchrist, of Alabama, and ——-McLemore, of Tennessee. ; 

Question. Who was the person whom you say addressed the meeting, and told them of the combina- 
tion of the speculators? And what was the name of the agent from whom you purchased your land? 

Answer. The man who addressed the people was Robert J. Walker, the same from whom I purchased 
the land. 

Question. Who were register and receiver at Chochuma land office? Were they present at the sale 
and informed, or had knowledge of the existence of such combinations of speculators, and their object? 
and did they interpose in their official character or otherwise, to prevent the accomplishment of the pur- 
chases for which they had combined? 

Answer. Samuel Gwin, who was register, and Richard H. Sterling, who was receiver, (as will ap- 
pear from the receipts for the land which I purchased,) were both present when Robert J. Walker 
addressed the people on the subject of the combination, and their intention; and I neither saw nor heard 
of any interference on their part, either by word or deed. 

Question. Did you see or know of any conduct on the part of either the register or receiver which 
would justify you in the belief that they were concerned in the said speculations? 

Answer. 1 heard the register, Samuel Gwin, say exultingly, and with a snap of his finger, to some 
persons who were near him when a certain portion of the public lands were bought by one of the agents 
of the company, “that land will bring us ten dollars per acre.” 

Question. Do you know if the register or receiver of that office has ever demanded of the purchaser 
fees or compensation for the performance of their official duties not authorized by law? 

Answer. I paid the register one dollar for every separate transfer of eighty acres from the said 
Robert J. Walker to myself. I am ignorant if he were justifiable or not in taking that fee. 

Question. Who acted as auctioneer, and was he considered as one of the company of the speculators, 
or was he in any manner connected with them? : 

Answer. Colonel Rather, of Alabama, generally acted as crier. He himself told me that he had con- 
stantly been in the woods for the last six weeks, examining the lands and taking numbers. I understood 
him to say he was one of the company of speculators. 

Question. Did the actual settlers who attended the sales, and bid for the tracts of land on which 
they were settled, independent of the company, in a single instance, obtain their land at government 
price, and were not most of those settlers driven to the necessity of purchasing by permission of the 
companies of speculators, and each limited to one quarter section before such permission was granted? 

Answer. I know of no instance of 4 person purchasing independent of the companies who obtained 
the land purchased at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. I do know several instances where the 
purchaser was bid up to six dollars per acre. Most of the actual settlers obtained their lands through 
the companies, or by their permission, and consented to limit their purchases to one quarter section each 
as a condition on which the permission to purchase at government prices was granted by the company of 
speculators. 

Question. Were there any lands sold at a higher price than one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, 
and again offered at public sale on the same day by the officers superintending the sales, and bought in 
by the company of speculators at government prices? And, if so, state at what price the land was first 
sold, and the cause assigned by the officers for setting aside the original purchases as aforesaid, and again 
offering the land for sale. 

Answer. There was a tract of land, the quantity I do not precisely know, bid off for Mr. Wilkinson 
at twenty-two dollars per acre, to the best of my recollection. Immediately after the sale, and before 
any other land was offered, one of the officers, I do not know whether the register or receiver, demanded 
a deposit of the money for the land, of the purchaser. Mr. Wilkinson replied he had the money, and 
exhibited the money in his hand, but stated that as the regulation of the sales allowed him until next day 
at ten o’clock to make payment, he would not be driven to deposit at that moment. To which the officer 
replied that, if the money was not deposited in five minutes, the land would be considered as forfeited 
and resold. The deposit was not made, and the land was sold in five minutes afterwards to one of the 
bidders for the company of speculators, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Question. From the conduct of the officers throughout the sales, and everything which you observed 
during your attendance at these sales, are you, or are you not, firmly impressed with the belief that these 
officers were combined with the speculators, and interested in their purchases? 

Answer. I certainly was so impressed with the belief at that time, and still believe so. They were 
combined and interested in the purchases made by the speculators. 

(Juestion. Did it not appear to you to be the general impression of those who attended the sales to 
purchase lands, that the officers were concerned with the speculators? 

Answer. Such appeared to be the general impression of the settlers who attended the sales. 

(Juestion. Did the register, Samuel Gwin, demand of each person who received a transcript from the 
speculators one dollar for such transfer? 

Answer. I saw several persons pay one dollar for such transfer, and believe it was a general prac- 
tice, and heard several persons complain of the charge. 

Question. Did the speculators require the actual settlers to sign a paper pledging themselves not to 
purchase more than one quarter section before they granted permission to them to purchase at the govern- 
ment price? . 

Answer. I believe they did, for such were the observations of Robert J. Walker in his public address 


to the people. 
EDMUND ROW. 
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ss hana 
offices, and receivers of public moneys at the land offices of the United States. Taken on behalf of the 
said Committee on Public Lands, (by John Burwell:) 

The following witnesses appeared before Isaac Wilson, a justice of the peace in Jackson township 
in and for said county, and by him were severally duly sworn according to law to make true, full, and 
perfect answers to all and singular the interrogatories that may be proposed to them. 


FIRST. 
Thomas Marshall, of lawful age, appeared, who, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, testified: 
First interrogatory. Do you know any instance of a case wherein any register or receiver has been 
guilty of selling any of the public lands of the United States otherwise than for cash in ready money, or 
have they or either of them taken a bonus, and marked the map of survey to “retain’’ any tract of land 
for any individual or individuals, so that the particular tract appeared by the plat or “map” as though 
the same had been entered, when in fact the same had not been sold or entered? 

Answer. I know of only one instance wherein Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville 
sold to me the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section sixteen, of township number one, of 
range number three, military; which said land I lost by deception on the part of the said Thomas Flood, 
register. . - : 

Second interrogatory. Upon what conditions did Mr. Flood sell to you the land referred to, and in 
what manner did he deceive you? When was the contract made? 

Answer. The contract was made on the 28th day of March, 1833. Flood agreed to keep the land for 
me one year from that day. I was to pay him ten dollars in hand, and the remainder within the year. I 
paid the ten dollars to said Flood on the said 28th day of March, 1833. If I failed to pay the whole of 
the money within the year, Flood was to keep the ten dollars for interest. Ie sold the said tract of land 
to Mr. Burt in less than seven months after the contract was made. 

' Third interrogatory. Wow came you to apply to the register (Thomas Flvod,) to purchase land on a 

credit? 

Answer. I understood by Samuel Dennis that he had a contract with Flood in the same way, and 
therefore I was induced to apply and contract with him in that manner: by reason of which I went on 
the land, and, after working all summer, I had put up a cabin and a tobacco house, and cleared and fenced 
some of the land, supposing my title was good, and to my astonishment he sold the land to another, and 
I was turned off of the land without remedy. If he had have told me in the first place that my title 
would not be good until I paid all the money, and got another title, I should not have lost my labor. 

Fourth interrogatory. What kind of a title did Mr. Flood give to you, which you supposed to be 
good? Did you give to Flood, at the time you made the contract, your note or any instrument of writ- 
ing to secure to him the payment of the purchase money? If so, state the same. 

Answer. When I contracted with him for the land he gave to me a paper which he called a scrip, 
on the back of which he receipted the ten dollars which I paid, and which was to go for interest, as I have 
before stated; and the which said paper or ‘serip,” with the receipt on the back, you (John Burwell, ) 
took a copy from in October last, in Zanesville. The original I gave up to Flood on the same day (after) 
you took the copy, and demanded the ten dollars, and he paid back to me. I was under the impression 
that Flood held an instrument of writing against me. I told him if there was any other writing between 
us I wanted them up. He said there was none there: that I had never given him any. 

Fifth interrogatory. Did Flood tell you at the time he gave you the paper that you permitted me to 
take the copy from, with the receipt on the back thereof, that the same would hold the land, or that it 
was a good title for the land? And did he then mark the map or plat with your name in such manner 
as to make that particular tract appear as though it was actually entered? 

Answer. He opened a large book that lay on the table, into which he looked to see whether the 
land was entered or not; in which he wrote something, telling me at the time that he wrote my name on 
the tract, and that ‘‘now no man can enter it.” He told me that the paper, or ‘‘scrip,’’ as he called it, 
would hold the land, and charged me to keep the transaction a secret, and tell Samuel Dennis not to say 
anything about his business. 

Sirth interrogatory. Can you write or read writing? 

Answer. I can neither write or read writing: if I could T should not have been deceived by Flood 
in this business, nor been so cheated by him. Relying on the information and directions of Flood, I rested 
easy until Samuel Dennis learned that his was not safe; and mine, being in the same situation, I went to 
Flood on the second Tuesday in October last, and found that the land was entered by Burt. Flood said, 
“‘T feel most damned sorry for you, but I cannot help it.” And further I know not; only Flood told me 
to tell Dennis to come and see about his land; that he could not save it if anybody came to enter it. I 
did tell Dennis. 


his 
THOMAS X MARSHALL. 


mark. 


SECONDLY. 

Samuel Dennis, of lawful age, who, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, testified: 

First interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of any of the public lands of the United States having 
been sold otherwise than for cash in ready money? If so, state where, and by whom sold; upon what 
condition, and to whom the same was sold. 

Answer, At the register’s office of public lands at Zanesville, Thomas Flood, the register, sold to 
me the east half of the northwest quarter of section number sixteen, of township number one, of range 
number three, military. I paid him nineteen dollars down, and was to pay him the remainder within one 
year. ‘ 

Second interrogatory. Did the said register agree to keep the tract in question one year for you? Did 
he mark that particular tract on the map at the ¢ime with your name or otherwise, in such manner as to 
have the appearance of being entered? Was you to give him any bonus or interest on the purchase 
money? If so, state all about it, from beginning to ending. 

Answer, On the 9th day of March, 1833, I agreed with the said Flood as above stated, and he gave 
me (on my asking him for a serip, having understood that others could hold land with a ‘‘scrip,”) two 
papers, one was, as he informed me, a receipt for the nineteen dollars paid to him as aforesaid; and the 
other was, as he told me, “a scrip,” which I have here in words and figures following, to wit: 
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“Lanp Orrice at Zanesville, March 9,1833. 


“T, Samuel Dennis, of Guernsey county, Ohio, do hereby apply for the purchase of E. 4 of the N, w 
1 section No. 16, township No. 1, range No. 3, military, containing 80 acres, according to the returns of 
the surveyor general, for which I have agreed with the register to give at the rate of $1.25 per acre, 


“SAMUEL DENNIS. 


“T, Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, Ohio, do hereby certify that the lot above 
described contains 80 acres as mentioned, and that the price agreed upon is $1.25 per acre. 


“T, FLOOD, Register.” 


He did place my name upon the tract on the map. He also agreed to keep the land one year; and, 
if I did not pay the remainder of the money within the year, I was to forfeit the money that I had paid, 
He told me that ‘‘ that” scrip (the paper of which the foregoing is a copy,) would hold the land one year: 
that I might go home and go to work on it, and raise my tobacco; that there would be no danger, I went 
home, and built me a house and two tobacco houses on the north half of the said tract, and cleared, 
fenced, and planted three or four acres of tobacco on that part of the land; believing that I had fairly 
purchased the said land, and that I was safe in so doing, until I showed the said ‘‘serip”’ (by which T 
was holding it under Flood’s assurance), to Isaac Willson, Esq., who informed me that my title was 
good for nothing, and that my land was liable to be entered by any other person, Mr. Willson asked 
me what kind of title Thomas Marshall had; I told him that Marshall’s and mine were alike. He informed 
me, and I informed Marshall of our situation. Marshall went immediately to Zanesville to see about our 
business, and found his was entered. And, on his return, informed me of what Flood said concerning 
mine. I immediately pledged my crop of tobacco and borrowed all the money that I could raise, and 
went as soon as possible to town; and on the 11th day of October, 1833, I entered that part on which I 
had made my improvement, and got the receiver’s receipt for the purchase money in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 


“No 6,411. Receiver’s Orrice, Zanesville, October 11, 1833. 


“ Received of Samuel Dennis, of Guernsey county, Ohio, the sum of fifty dollars, being in full for the 
northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section number sixteen, township number one, of range 
number three, (military, ) containing forty acres, at the rate of $1.25 cents per acre. $50. 

(Duplicate. ) “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Third interrogatory. How came Flood to sell you the eighty acres (or half quarter), and also sell to 
Marshall forty acres, being the south half of the same tract, as is represented? 

Answer. I cannot tell, unless Flood made a mistake. 

‘ourth interrogatory. What did Flood say to you on the 11th day of October, 1833, at the time you 
entered the forty acres on that day, being the one-half of the tract which he had so agreed to keep for 
you one year, and in the short space of nineteen days, sold one-half of the same to Marshall at one year’s 
credit, and then, in six or seven months after, sold that part to Burt? State what excuse he made to 
you, as far as within your recollection. 

Answer. The error in the numbers was not discovered by me until this day, and whether Flood or 
Marshall ever discovered or knew it I cannot tell; there was nothing said on the subject to me. When I 
entered the land described in the receiver's receipt, of which the foregoing is a copy, Flood pointed his 
finger on the map to the place where my name was (as he said) wriffen, and said: ‘‘Here is your name 
on the map: I’ll defy all the devi/s in hell to take it from you; you might have rested easy in the first 
place, but, I suppose, hearing of Marshall’s, you got uneasy.” He told me to take the “scrip” home 
with me again, and if I could get the rest of the money within the year to come, and pay off, and get the 
other part of the land, that no one w« vuld enter it from me. And I then came away. 


his 
SAMUEL X DENNIS. 


mark, 


THIRDLY. 
May 23, 1834. 

Daniel Burt, who being first duly sworn as aforesaid, testified: 

First interrogatory. Did you apply to Thomas Flood, register of public lands at Zanesville, for the 
purpose of purchasing forty acres of land from the United States, being the southeast quarter of the 
northwest quarter of section sixteen, of township number one, of range number three, (military,) on 
which Thomas Marshall was at the time making improvements, and which said land Marshall stated to 
you the evening previous to making such application, that he had entered the said land? If so, state 
the fact. 

Answer. Some time in April, 1833, I called on the said Thomas Marshall, who was then at work, and 
making improvements on (as I presume) the land in question. I was by said Marshall informed that he 
had entered the land on which we then were. I doubted Marshall’s having entered the land according to 
his statement. He told me if I did not believe him, I might go to Zanesville and see for myself. Aecord- 
ingly, I went on the next day to the land office at Zanesville, and applied to Thomas Flood, the register, 
to purchase the said land. Flood (after 1 had givén him the numbers of the land) opened the plat book, 
and looked at the tract, and said, ‘‘It is entered.” I inquired of him who had entered it? He replied, 
“Thomas Marshall.” He shut the plat book very quick, and walked out of the office. From his conduct, 
the manner in which he shut the book, and from his looks, and manner in which he went oud of the office, 
I did not believe the land to be entered. I followed him out, and inquired whether he did not think there 
might be a chance yet to get the land? He said ‘‘ No, Marshall has entered it,” and turned and walked 
off another way into an alley, and left me in the street. My brother, David Burt, as Il am informed by 
him, entered the same land some time, perhaps, in September Jast. And further I know not. 


DANIEL BURT. 
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FOURTHLY. 

Hugh McCoy appeared, and, after being duly (affirmed) qualified according to law, testified: 

First interrogatory. Did you, on or about the 3lst day of August, 1831, send money by John Robins 
is purchase, at the land office at Zanesville, the west half of the southwest quarter of section number 
twenty-three, of township number one, of range number three, (military,) for your son-in-law, Thomas 
Scott? And did you go yourself on the 13th of September, 1831, to the register’s office on business 
concerning the same land? Did you then and there converse with Thomas Flood, the register, on that 
subject? If so, state what that conversation was? : 

Answer. On the 30th of August, 1831, I sent by John Robins one hundred dollars for the purpose 
alluded to. Mr. Robins brought to me, on his return, the receiver’s receipt for the money. Having been 
informed by Mr. Robins that Charles C. Gilbert claimed the land, and was keeping it for Wm. Sammons 
for two weeks, I went to the said register’s office on the 13th day of September, 1831, where I found the 
said Charles C, Gilbert lying on a bed, and the said Thomas Flood sitting in a chair in the said office. I 
stated to the said Flood that I had come to see about the land for Thomas Scott, (the land referred to;) 
that I sent the money two weeks ago by Mr. Robins. The said Gilbert replied, ‘‘ You can’t have the 
land; I have located that land for James Sprague, and have promised to keep it two weeks for William 
Sammons.” I then stated that the two weeks were up. I stated, at the same time, that Mr. Robins 
brought word that if Sammons failed, and I would pay twenty dollars, that the land could be had for 
Seott. I also stated that Scott was a poor man, and that the government price was full as much as the 
land was worth; also, that it was unjust to ask more for it. The said Flood replied, ‘“‘ Now. Mr. McCoy, 
let,me speak a word: Scott is your son-in-law, and your daughter no doubt would like to be settled close 
by you, and you had better give Mr. Gilbert something; but, for my part, if Mr. Gilbert has a mind to 
raise his location, and let you enter the land, I have nothing further to say in it’ I replied that 1 would 
not give it. After considerable altercation, Gilbert offered to take ten dollars, and I gave my note for 
that sum, payable to Gilbert, eight months after date. 

Second interrogatory. Had you any further conversation with the said register on the subject of that 
land ? 

Answer. At the time, and when Flood gave to me a certificate of application for the land to take to 
the receiver, I asked the said Flood what kind of a title I would get for the land? and whether, as I 
supposed, it would be a soldier’s right? He replied, “ It’s none of your business what kind of a right it 
will be: you or Scott will get a right that will secure the land to you.” 1 carried to the receiver the certificate 
of application, gave to him the receipt that Mr. Robins had brought me, and procured one in words and 
figures following, to wit: 


“No, 3,468. : Recetver’s Orrice, Zanesville, September 18, 1831. 
“Received from Thomas Scott, of Guernsey county, Ohio, the sum of one hundred dollars, being in 
full for W. 4 of the S. W. } of section No, 23, township No. 1, range No. 3, containing 80 acres, at 
the rate of $1.25 per acre. $100. 
(Duplicate. ) “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Third interrogatory. Did you, from the conduct of the said Flood and Gilbert at the time, believe 
that they were engaged in speculating from purchasers of the public lands? 

Answer. I did then and do now believe that they were; and my suspicions were, if possible, more 
fully confirmed on the 11th day of May, 1832, when I again went to that office, and found the same Gil- 
bert lying on the same bed, and assisting Flood to transact my business of entering the east half of the 
northwest quarter of section nineteen, township number one, range number three, military. He took my 
money, assisted in hunting the land on the map, and, as I now think, filled up the certificate of applica- 
tion, and gave me 7, and a scrip to take to the receiver’s office, all in Flood’s presence. And further I 
know not. 


WUGH McCOY. 


FIFTHLY. 

David Burt, jr., who, having been duly sworn according to law as aforesaid, testified: 

First interroyatory. Did you apply to Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, for 
the purpose of inquiring after the situation of, or for the purpose of purchasing the southeast quarter of 
the northwest quarter of section number sixteen, of township number one, in range number three, 
military? If so, state the conversation and the time it took place. 

Answer. On the 19th day of September, 1833, I did inquire of the. said register, at his office, to 
know if the tract referred to could be had to enter? He answered, ‘‘I guess it is entered; do you want 
to enter it?” I informed him that I did not wish to enter it at that time, and stated that if it was not 
entered, I wanted to enter it in a few days, at which observation Flood walked off, and left me standing 
on the pavement at the door of the office, in such a manner as induced me to suspect that the land was 
not entered. I waited until the said Flood went away, and I went into the office, and found by a man 
that was in the office that the land was not entered; and on the 3d day of October, 1833, I again went 
to the said office, and applied tothe same man that informed me the land was not entered, and got the 
grant to enter the land. Flood came in before the business was completed, and inquired what we were 
at. On being informed, he asked me what kind of money I had. I informed him, when he observed we 
will change it for you, saying it was not land office money. They gave me scrip, or land stock, with 
which I paid for the land, and procured a receipt, in words and figures following, to wit : 


“No. 6,391. Recetver’s Orrice, Zanesville, October 3, 1833. 

“ Received of David Burt, jr., of Guernsey county, Ohio, the sum of fifty dollars, being in full for 
the southeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section number sixteen, township number one, of range 
uumber three, military, containing forty acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre. $50. 

(Duplicate. ) “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 
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Second interrogatory. Is the tract which is described in the receipt, of which the foregoing is a copy. 
the same tract spoken of by your brother, Daniel Burt, and by Thomas Marshall, in (the foregoing) their 
depositions? 

Answer. Yes; I am satisfied of the correctness of that fact. And further I know not. 

DAVID BURT, Jr. 


SIXTHLY. 
May 27, 1834, 

William Salmans, of lawful age, who, having first been duly sworn as aforesaid, appeared and 
testified: 

First interrogatory. Did you, on or about the 30th day of August, 1831, apply to Thomas Flood 
register of the land oflice at Zanesville, to secure to you, for a short time, the west half of the southwest 
quarter of section twenty-three, of township number one, of range three, military? And if so, state 
the whole transaction? 

Answer, On or about the 30th day of August, 1831, I applied to the said register for the purpose of 
getting the said land secured to me for the term of two weeks and one or two days, at which time | 
expected to have the money to pay for the land in question. Mr. Flood called on Charles C. Gilbert, from 
an adjoining room in the same office, (or building,) and stated that Mr, Gilbert was authorized to do 
such things; (that he had a right to secure lands by virtue of some scrip, (or soldier-right,) for, as | 
now think, the benefit of James Sprague. Mr. Gilbert proposed that, for thirty dollars in addition to 
the price of the land, he could (or would) secure to me the tract in question. I stated to them that I 
would not give that sum, for reasons that it was too much; having previously stated to them that 
I expected that a person, in a few days, would send on the money, or come himself to enter the same 
land. I left Messrs. Flood and Gilbert in conversation on the subject, and was absent attending to my 
horse about one hour, when I again returned to the register’s office. Flood was present, and Gilbert, 
who was standing a short distance up the street, soon came in, and offered to secure the land as stated, 
for that short time, for twenty dollars. I then stated to them that I would go home, and, if 1 got the 
money according to my expectations, that I would come on at the end of two weeks, or thereabouts, 
and, if the land was then safe for me, that I would then pay the price of the land in money, and give 
to Mr. Gilbert my note for the twenty dollars bonus, or premium, to be paid (as I now think) in January, 
then next. Before I got the money, I understood that Hugh McCoy had sent on the money by John 
Robins, who I met going to, as I came from, Zanesville, and also had entered the said land for his son-in-law, 
Thomas Scott; and I therefore did not go, according to agreement, to enter or see further about the land. 

Second interrogatory. From whom did you understand that the land in question had been entered as 
aforesaid? 

Answer. I understood from Scott that McCoy had went himself to the land office, and entered the 
land for him, Scott, Robins not having effected the entry. 

Third interrogatory. Did you at the time believe that they were asking you a higher premium, or 
bonus, in consequence of the information that you had given in relation to another person’s intention to 
enter the land than they otherwise would have done? or did you understand that the bonus went to 
Sprague to benefit an old soldier? State what you understood at the time in relation to the subject. 

Answer. Gilbert stated to me that, for twenty dollars, he would locate the land for Sprague, and that 
I should have it for $120. Flood and Gilbert both stated to me that the business was done by Gilbert for 
Sprague, and I did suppose that the twenty dollars would go to Sprague. I drew this inference from Gil- 
bert’s conversation. From the circumstance of first asking thirty dollars, and then coming down to 
twenty, I supposed it a speculation for the benefit of some one or more persons. 

‘ourth interrogatory. Did you inform Flood and Gilbert that the person who wanted the land, and 
who would bring or send the money to enter it, was Thomas Scott? 

Answer. To the best of my recollection, on stating that I expected that another person would send 
or bring the money to enter the same land, Flood asked me who it was? I then stated that I expected 
that Mr. Robins would be there either on that or the next day, to enter a piece for himself, and would 
bring the money to enter the tract in question for Scott. I am_ satisfied that I did so inform them of the 
fact, inasmuch as I well recollect they were both acquainted with Mr. Robins, and Flood stated that 
“Robins entered a good deal of land. And further I know not. 


WILLIAM SALMONS. 


SEVENTHLY. 


John Robins came, who, being first duly affirmed, qualified according to law as aforesaid, testified: 

First interrogatory. Did you, at the office of the register of public lands at Zanesville, on the 31st day 
of August, 1831, apply for and purchase from the United States, in your own name, and for your own 
use, the west half of the northeast quarter of section number two, of township number nine, of range 
ten, of Congress lands? 

Answer. I did. 

Second interrogatory. Did you, at the same time and place, apply for, and (at the request of Hugh 
McCoy, who sent the money by you for that purpose,) purchase the west half of the southwest quarter 
of section twenty-three, of township one, of range three, military, for and in the name of Thomas Scott? 

Answer. I did. ° 

Third interrogatory. Did you apply so as aforesaid, and purchase the two tracts referred to from the 
register, Thomas Flood, or did you transact your business respecting those purchases as aforesaid, with 
a clerk in the absence of the register? , 

Answer. When I inquired (on entering into the office) for the register, George H. Flood, who was 
present in the office, observed that he, (the register,) was not in; and stated, if 1 wanted any business 
done concerning the entering of land, that he was authorized to attend to it as well as his father. I 
observed that that was sufficient. 

Fourth interrogatory. At the time you made application for, and purchased the two tracts referred 
to, did you examine the plats or maps on which those tracts were particularly laid down? Were those 
two tracts, or either of them, in any way marked at the time you first examined those maps with Flood 
to see if they were vacant? Please to state what you know in relation to their being marked at the time 


you applied for and obtained leave to enter them. 
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Answer. I examined the maps on which those two tracts were particularly laid down, and pointed 
them out on the plats, and inquired if they were vacant. The said George H. Flood and Wyllys S:lli- 
man, junior, were present and looking on at the same time. I saw no marks on either of them at that 
time, and they told me that they were vacant, I then requested certificates to take to the other office, 
which they gave to me, one in the name of Scott, and the other in my own name, both of which I deliy- 
ered to the receiver, and took his receipt for the purchase money. 

Fifth interrogatory. Did you return to the register’s office on the same day, and did you so return 
immediately after having went to the receiver's office and paid to Aim the purchase money for the tracts 
ferred to, and obtaining the receipts as aforesaid? 

Answer. I did. Perhaps I was absent (not more than a half,) at furthest, not more than one hour, 
until I did so return; and having taken duplicate receipts from the receiver for the purchase money on 
each tract, one in the name of Scott, and the other in my own name, I delivered one of each to young 
Mr. Flood (or young Silliman) to be recorded, and kept my own, and carried it home with me. 

Fifth interrogatory. What did you do with the receipt that you had yef in your hands in the name of 
Scott? Did you give 2 to Mr. McCoy, or did you give it to Scott on your return home? 

Answer. I gave that to neither Scott or McCoy. I gave it back to Bernard Van Horne, the receiver, 
who was present, and had accompanied me from his office to the register’s office. 

Sirth interrogatory. Why did you return the one receipt which you had taken in the name of, and for 
the tract you had so entered for Scott, to the receiver? 

Answer. Because Charles C. Gilbert objected to both of those entries on the grounds that he said 
he had ‘‘ selected” those two tracts in question, in behalf of James Sprague, to satisfy a military land 
warrant. 

Seventh interrogatory. Were the two tracts actually located by Gilbert, in behalf of Sprague, previous 
to making those entries by you? Did he show to your satisfaction that he was entitled to a preference? 
What evidence did Mr. Gilbert adduce to show that fact? Please to state what took place in relation 
thereto. 

Answer. He did not satisfy me of that fact. When I returned and delivered the duplicate receipts as 
aforesaid to be recorded, Mr. Gilbert was present, and observed to me, “you cannot have that land, % 
have selected it to satisfy a warrant granted to James Sprague.”? “He proceeded and read to me the war- 
rant. 

Eighth interrogatory. Was the reading of the warrant as aforesaid, and his assertion, all the evidence 
that Mr. Gilbert presented to satisfy you of his having located (or ‘“ selected”) those tracts as aforesaid? 

Answer, He also showed to me on the map an “5” marked on the plat of each tract as an evidence 
of his having so “ selected” them. I observed to Mr. Gilbert that I knew James Sprague, and was satis- 
fied that he had a warrant; but that I objected to those two letter “S's,” which he called a mark of selec- 
tion, as I did not see them at first when I made the application, and that “I thought I had as good a 
chance to see them then as now, if they had been there.” I reached my hand for the plat book which was 
then open in the hands of Gilbert. Ile gave to me the map or plat book that was so open in his hands, 
and I submitted the book to the inspection of young Flood, and Silliman, junior, for their decision respect- 
ing the said marks (“S's”) having been there at the time we had first inspected the maps, and at which 
time I obtained the grant to enter the land; and both of those young men stated that they had not seen 
them, and that they believed that the land was vacant when I made the application. Young Mr. Silliman, 
in a stern voice, observed, “Gilbert, when did you mark them? JT have not been out of the office.’ Gilbert 
observed, addressing himself, as I thought, more particularly to George H. Flood, ‘7 marked them last 
night when you was gone to supper.’ Young Mr, Silliman then asked Gilbert, ‘‘ Who was at that time in 
the office?’ Gilbert replied, “ Old Mr, Flood.” 

Ninth interrogatory. Did you then give up the land you had entered in the name of Scott, or did Gil- 
bert give up his pretended claim to those lands? 

Answer, As I was fully satisfied in my mind that those letters (‘4S’’) had been made in my absence 
to the receiver's office, (and which was also confirmed by the opinion of those two young men in my favor, ) 
I did then, and do now, believe that they were made in my absence for & pretence to make a speculation 
from McCoy (or Scott) and myself. TI then observed to those young men that, 7/ I was to be particular, 
I might have the gentleman qualified concerning those marks, as to the time when they were made. But 
as the land was of no great value, 1 would not make any disturbance in the matter, and that 1 could find 
other land as good, and perhaps better; and stated, at the same time, that if the tract that I wanted did 
not join other land of mine, that ] would not pay fifty dollars for 7, and pay the tax on it. At which Mr. 
Gilbert observed, “As you are an old gentleman for whom I have great respect, you may have the tract that 
you want for yourself.” I then stated to him that Scott was a poor man, and ‘wish that you would be 
so kind as to let him have the other tract, that he might have a home.” Mr. Gilbert replied, “A fellow 
by the name of William Salmons requested me yesterday to keep that tract for him two weeks, and he 
would give me, in addition to the purchase money, twenty dollars,’ and stated that he meant to keep the 
tract two weeks for Salmons; and, after that, if Scott would apply, and Salmons did not come, Scott 
might have the land. After which I gave the receipt spoken of to Van Horne, and he gave me a certifi- 
cate in the name of Thomas Scott for money deposited to be delivered; which certificate I delivered to 
Mr. McCoy on my return home, and also stated to him what Gilbert had said on the subject. I also 
advised McCoy to nof permit any speculation to be made from himself or Scott in that case. 

Tenth interrogatory. What is the general character of the official conduct of Thomas Flood, the regis- 
ter of the land office at Zanesville, and those who are about his office almost continually, and apparently 
either employed by him or permitted to be there? Please to state what Common report is, so far as you 
have knowledge on the subject. 

Answer, From what I have seen, I am satisfied that they will make speculation from purchasers 
whenever they can, and I have heard several report the same opinion. And further I have nothing in my 
recollection to relate. 
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JOUN ROBINS. 
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EIGHTHLY. 
May 28, 1834, 

James Karr, of lawful age, who, having been first duly sworn according to law as afi ae testified: 

First interrogatory. Did Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, Agree with, you that, 
for and in consideration of a bones of ten dollars, he would retain of the public lands at that time belone- 
ing to the United States for (the space of) one year, to give you an opportunity to make up the Inoney to 
purchase the said land, to wit: the cast 4 lf of the southwest quarter of section number seventeen, of 
township number one, of range number three, military? 

Answer, He did agree to save the said tract for me one year, and I did pay him a bonus of ten dollars 
for so doing. 

Second interrogatory. When was the agreement referred to made with said Flood; and when was the 
bonus paid; and did Mr. Flood reserve the land for you according to agreement, and did you ultimately 
ect the said land? 

Answer, The agreement was made in may or June, 1832. The bonus was paid at the time the con- 
tract was made. Flood did reserve the land for me until I got the money; and, on the 4th day of Janu- 
ary, 1833, | went to the said register’s office with my son-in-law, John Ne wland, and entered in the name 
of the said John Newland, my son-in-law, and paid the mone y myself for one- half of the said tract, being 
Sorty acres, off of the north end of “the said tract, and entered the same in the name of the said John New- 
Jand, and procured the receiver’s receipt for the purchase money in words and figures following, to wit; 


‘No. 5,275. tECEIVER’S Orrice, Zanesville, Janua‘y 4, 1833, 

“* Received of John Newland, of Guernsey county, Olio, the sum of fifty dollars, being in full for the 
northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section No. 17, township No. 1 of range No. 3, m’y, con- 
taining 40 acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre. $50. 


(Duplicate. ) “B, VAN HORNE, Receiver,” 


And on the 20th of May, 1833, T went to the said register’s oflice, and entered and paid for the other 
half of the said tract in my own name, and procured the reeciver’s receipt in words and figures following, 
to wit: 


“No. 5,911. teceiver’s Orrice, Zanesville, May 20, 1833. 
“Received of James Karr, of Guernsey county, Ohio, the sum of fifty dollars, being in full for the 
southeast quarter of the southwest quarter of section No. 17, towuship No, 1, of range No. 3, m’y, con- 
taining 40 acres, at $1.25 per acre. 390. 


( Duplicate.) “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Third interrogatory. Did the register, Thomas Flood, at the time you agreed with him to reserve the 
said tract of land for you as aforesaid, mark that particular tract on the map in the plat book in his office 
with your name or otherwise, that the same should appear as having been entered, when in fact the said 
land so marked had not been actually sold or entered? 

Answer. At the time referred to, when the agreement was made, the geen’ the tract on the map 
in the plat book was in part of the condition on which T agreed to pay the bonus of ten dollars, tHe did 
write my name on that particular tract on the map in the plat book in his office. T refused to give him 
the money until he did so write my name on the map, that the same should so appear to be entered as 
aforesaid. This was done to prevent any other person from entering the said land. 

Fourth interrogatory. Did the said Flood enjoin seerecey on you in relation to this subject? 

Answer. He did; after he wrote my name on the map, he said to me (after T gave to him the ten 
dollars,) “It’s fixed now; go away, and say nothing about it”? And further I cannot tell. 


JAMES KARR. 


* 


Tue Srate or Onto, Guernsey County, ss: 

I, Isaac Wilson, of Jackson township, in said county, do hereby certify that Thomas Marshall, Samuel 
Dennis, Daniel Burt, David Burt, jr, Wm. Salmons, and James Karr, who have subscribed to the fore- 
gvoing several depositions, were first each severally sworn according to law before me previously to their 
testifying as aforesaid; and that Hugh MeCoy and John Robins were severally affirmed as aforesaid: also, 
that the said several persons each severally subseribed their names to their oat before rac after 
the same was so taken. Given under my hand and seal, this 28th day of May, 183 


ISAAC WILSON, J.P. [1.8] 


ZANESVILLE, Ohio, May 31, 1834. 
I hereby certify that the subscribing witnesses to the foregoing depositions were first duly qualified 
cording tolaw. The interrogatories were then stated and proposed to the witnesses, and their answers 
severally committed to writing by me, and then read to the witnesses, and by them severally acknow- 
ledged to be correctly recorded as they now stand. Given under my hand and seal this 3ist day of 
May, 1854. 
JOUN BURWELL, Commissioner. [1. s.] 


Tue Strate or Onto, Guernsey County, s 

Personally came before me, John on ‘r, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, Isaac 
Wilson, Esq., ‘before whom the foregoing depositions appear to have been taken, and deposeth and saith 
that he is well acquainted with Thomas Marshall, Samuel Dennis, Daniel Burt, David Burt, jr, Hugh 
McCoy, William Salmons, John Robins, and James Karr, who are the subscribing witnesses to the fore- 
going depositions; and that he verily believes that they are severally entitled to full credit as to truth 
and veracity when giving in testimony on oath, as in the case of the foregoing depositions. 

ISAAC WILSON. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 28th day of May, 183 


JOUN WUNTER, J.P. [1s] 


























1834.] INQUIRIES INTO ALLEGED FRAUDS. 291 











Tue State or Onto, Guernsey County, ss: 

I, Moses Sarchet, clerk of the court of common pleas for said county, do certify that Isaac Wilson 
and John Hunter, Esquires, before whom the foregoing testimony was severally taken and sworn, were, 
at the times and dates the same appear to have been taken, and still are, justices of the peace in and for 
said county of Guernsey, duly elected, commissioned, and sworn, according to the constitution and laws 
of said State of Ohio, to whose official acts full faith and credit are severally due. 

In testimony where: of, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said court at Cambridge, 
this second day of June, in the year of our Lord one thousand cight hundred and thirty-four. 

MOSES SARCHET, Clerk. [1. s.] 


Tue Srate or Onto, Coshocton County, ss: 

Deposition of Mrs, Sarah Booth, of Oxford township, in the county of Tuscarawas, in the State afore- 
said, (of lawful age,) having been first duly sworn according to law that she would true, full, and per- 
fect answers make to all and singular the interrogatories that may be proposed to her touching the publie 
service. The following interrogatories were severally proposed to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver of publie moneys at any of the 
land offices of the United States, or either of them, have been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of 
public lands, by adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of 
the United States? 

Answer. 1 do not understand the laws of the United States which regulate those offices. All that I 
know in relation to their rules is, that on the eighteenth day of May, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, I 
went to the register’s office at Zanesville to enter the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of see- 
tion number twenty-two, of the township numbered five, of range number three, (military) and which 
said land I did enter, and procured a receipt from the receiver for the purchase money, in the words and 
figures following, to wit: 

“Teceiver’s Orrice, Zanesville, May 18, 1832. 

“Received of Sarah Booth fifty dollars, to be applied to the entry of the N. E. + of S. W. quarter of 
section No, 22, township No. 5, of range No. 38, m’y; when instructions are received under the act of 5th 
April last. $50. ° 
“B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Second interrogatory. When you went to the register’s office as aforesaid, did you inquire of Thomas 
Flood, the register, anything in relation to the land on which Samuel MeDoll Wilson was then living, 
(to wit, the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of section four, township four, range three)? If 
so, please to state what the conversation was between yourself and the said Thomas Flood, register of 
that office, on the subject of saving the land for Wilson. 

Answer, At the time, and at the register’s office, when I entered my land referred to, (on the 18th 
day of May, 1832,) at the request of Mr. Wilson, I inquired of Thomas Flood, register, whether said 
Wilson, who was then living on the said land, could hold the same by pre-emption in consequence of his 
settlement on the land. At the same time I stated to said register that Mr. Wilson said that he had not 
money enough, and wished to secure the land. Flood (the register, ) replied to me, “ He cannot hold it 
by pre-emption right—any one can enter it that comes; but tell him to come and bring what money he has 
got, and we will save it for him;” and at the same time stated that a person, (whose name I do not now 
recollect, ) whose name Flood mentioned at the time, was in the habit of saving land for people. On my 
return I informed Mr, Wilson what Flood said on the subject. And further I cannot say. 

SARAH BOOTH. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 28th day of April, 1854. 

JAMES LISK, J. P. [seat] 


Deposition of Samuel MceDoll Wilson, of Wheeler township, in Guernsey county, (of lawful age, ) 
who appeared, and was also duly sworn as aforesaid that he would true, full, and perfect answers make 
to all and singular the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service. The 
following interrogatories were severally proposed to the witness (by John Burwell): 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver of public moneys at the land 
offices of the United States, or either of them, has been guilty of fraud or partiality, by adopting rules 
and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of the United States? 

Answer. I know of none. 

Second interrogatory. Do you own and live on the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter of 
section numbered four, of township numbered four, of range three (military, ) and did you request Sarah 
Booth, (as she has stated in your presence,) to inquire of Thomas Flood, register, respecting your pre- 
emption right to said land, and did she return to you the answer as stated in her answer to the second 
interrogatory in her deposition just taken in your presence? 

Answer. I own and resided on the land referred to. I did request her to make the inquiry as she 
has stated in her testimony referred to. She did, on her return from Zanesville, inform me, as she has 
stated in the deposition referred to; which said deposition has here been taken in my presence and hear- 
ing. I did not go to get the land saved according to the request of the register, (Mr. Flood;) but, on 
the nineteenth day of October, 1833, I made up the money, went to Zanesville, and paid the money to the 
receiver, and entered the land in question. 

SAMUEL D. WILSON. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 28th day of April, 1834. 

JAMES LISK, J. P. [seat] 


Deposition of James Cook Colson, of Coshocton county, (in Adams township, of lawful age,) having 
been first duly sworn according to law as aforesaid, to make true, full, and perfect answers to all and 
singular the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service. The following 
interrogatories were severally proposed to the witness (by John Burwell): 

First interrogatory. Wave you known any of the public lands belonging to the United States to be 
sold at any of the land offices of the United States otherwise than for cash in ready money? If so, state 
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when, where, and by whom such sale was made: relate all and singular the circumstances in relation 
thereto, as near as you can, 

Answer, On or about the last of March, eighteen hundred and thirty-two, (to the best of my recol- 
lection, on the 28th day of that month,) I went to the office of Thomas F luod, register of public lands 
at Zanesville, where I found the said resister, with one or two young men, (one of whom was clerking) 
in the said office, lalso, at the same time, saw in the said office C harles C. Gilbert, who was, at the 
time, writing at the table in the 1 register’s oflice, I asked Mr. Gilbert if the east half of the southe ast 
quarter of section numbered three, of township numbered six, in range four, (military) was entered? 
The said Gilbert turned over some le aves in the map (or plat) book, which was ‘lying at the time open on 
the table where he was writing, and, after examining the plat, said it was not entered, also said it was a 
large half quarter. I then asked the said Gilbert what he would take and secure that | and, (meaning 
the tract referred to,) and wait with me one year for the money? He hesitated a short time, and then 
asked me how much money I had? I then showed to him all the mone y Thad, amounting to twenty-four 
dollars and a half, (as near as I can now recollect), He counted over the ms mey, and seemed to hesitate. 
I then told him that I would give him all, except enough to bear my expenses home. Said Gilbert then 
asked old Mr. Flood, the register, what he had better do? Flood said, ‘I think you had better risk it, 
and try for ence what & poor man can do,” and also observed to Gilbe rt, “you must not be too hard, ™“ 
is a brother Yankee of yours.” Gilbert then took twenty-three dollars of a money referred to, and told 
me that I must give him three securities; and asked me what men were living near to me? I then men- 
tioned the names of several persons who resided in the same neighborhood with myself. Gilbert then 
looked over the plat book, and asked me what the circumstances were of several persons whose names 
were written on the plat book on tracts adjoining or near the tract hereinbefore referred to? After I had 
stated, as near as I could, what the circumstances of those persons were, he (Gilbert) chose Richard 
Taylor, Robert Corbet, and Henry Delong, who he required me to give as my securities for the faithful 
performance, on my part, to pay the money for the land in one year from that time. He then drew up an 
instrument of writing, binding myself and those three individuals above named to pay the sum of one 
hundred and fourteen dollars and fifty cents, being the amount of the purchase money to which the land 
came to at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, and gave the said article or obligation to me, and 
said I must take it home with me, and get those three men to sign the said instrument with me, and return 
the same to him, so executed, within three months, or forfeit the land and the twenty-three dollars. I 
took the said instrument or writing home, and signed the same, and procured the signatures of those 
individuals so named and required to the said writing as my securities, and returned the same within the 
time so required. When I sent the same to the said Gilbert, he sent (by the bearer, George Williams, ) 
to me an instrument of writing wherein he bound himself (upon conditions that I, on my part, paid 
punctually, within the time stipulated, the purchase money) to secure the land to me; but if I failed, he 
was not bound, and I forfeited all. On the fourteenth day of March, 1833, I went to Zanesville to pay 
off my obligation so given as aforesaid for one hundred and fourteen dollars and fifty cents. I could not 
find Gilbert to receive the money: when I inquired for said Gilbert at the register’s office, a man that was 
clerking in that office, who Linformed that I had apiece of writing from Mr. Gilbert about a piece of land, 
asked to see the writing, and I gave it into his hand. When the clerk had read the same, he observed, 
“We sometimes do business for Mr. Gilbert: he then informed Mr, Flood (the register) of my business. 
Mr. Flood then observed that there was a note in that case, with three securities; and also said, “I will 
attend to that.” Said Flood (register) went and got the note, and gave it to the clerk, and I gave the 
money, one hundred and fourteen dollars and fifty cents, to the said clerk, and he gave me up “the said 
note against myself and my securities. Flood said it was not all land office money, and the clerk said it 
would do. They gave me some papers, telling me, at the same time, to take them to the receiver's office, 
which I did do, and, at the same time, received from the receiver a receipt for the purchase money in 
words and figures following, to wit: 


‘No. 5,596. Receiver’s Orrice, Zanesville, March 14, 1833. 
“ Reeeived of James Cook Colson, of Coshocton county, Ohio, the sum of one hundred and fourteen 
dollars and fifty cents, being in full for the cast half of the southeast quarter of section No, 8, township 


No. 6, of range No. 4, m’y, “containing 91 60-100ths acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre. $114.50. 
(Duplicate. ) “Be VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


Second interrogatory. What did you pay in all for the land referred to? State the whole amount. 

Answer. One hundred and thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 

Third interrogatory. Do you know anything further in relation to rules and regulations adopted at 
that or any other of the land offices, not authorized by law? 

Answer. I once saw in the hands of George Williams, a paper, the writing on which was in relation 
to a case of the same nature of this of mine. And further I know not. 

Fourth interrogatory. What becaine of the obligation referred to, signed by yourself and those three 
securities, ‘‘Taylor, Corbet and Delong?” 

Answer, After I paid the money, and got up that obligation, I burned the same in the fire in the 


grate in the register’s office at the time. 
JAMES COOK COLSON, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 28th day of April, 1834. 
JAMES LISK, Justice of the Peace. [1 8.] 


I also hereby certify that Iam well acquainted with the witnesses, Mrs. Sarah Booth, Samuel D. 
Wilson and James Cook Colson, whose depositions have been taken be fore me, (by John Burwell, com- 
missioner;) and that their character for truth and ve racity is entitled to the fullest confide nce, to the 
which I would testify on oath, but for the circumstance of particular engagements, and no justice of the 
peace near that I can possibly, under the circumstances, attend before to have such oath administered to 
me. I beg leave to refer the honorable Committee on P ublic Lands, for their confidence in this statement, 
to the Hon. David Spangler, M. C. from this district. 
JAMES LISK, Justice of the Peace. 
April 29, 1834. : 
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DistRICT OF THE Srare oF Onto, ss: 

I, John Burwell, of Muskingum county, and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that, after the witnesses 
had first been duly qualified, the within and foregoing interrogatories were by me severally reduced to 
writing, and proposed severally to the witnesses, each in succession as they stand in the catalogue of the 
within and foregoing depositions. Also, that the answers reduced to writing in succession, after each 
interrogatory, are the same as made thereto by the witness or witnesses respectively; and that each and 
every of the said answers were severally read to the witnesses making the same, after being recorded as 
they now stand, and were severally acknowledged to be correctly entered. 

* Given under my hand and seal at Zanesville, this 8d day of May, 1834. 


JOHN BURWELL, Commissioner. [L. s.] 


Tue State or Onto, Coshocton County, ss: 

I, John Fiew, clerk of the court of common pleas for said county, hereby certify that James Lisk, 
Esquire, before whom the foregoing ‘depositions were taken, was, at the time thereof, and now is, an 
acting justice of the peace, within and for said county, duly commissioned and qualified agreeable to the 
constitution and laws of the State of Ohio, to all whose official acts as such full faith and credit are due, 

In testimony whereof, I hereunto set my hand, and affix the seal of said court at Coshocton, this 3d 
day of May, A. D., 1884. etn 

JOUN FIEW, Clerk Common Pleas. 


Tye Strate oF Onto, Tuscarawas County, ss: : 

Depositions taken at Rogersville, in Bucks township, before Richard Cunning, a justice of the 
peace in and for said county, before whom the witnesses were first severally sworn according to law that 
they and cach of them would true, full, and perfect answers make to all and singular the interrogatories 
that may be proposed to them touching the public interest. After which the following interrogatories 
were severally proposed to the witness or witnesses in succession (by Jolin Burwell). 


FIRST. 
May 1, 1834. 

Michael Fetter, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, the following were proposed to him: 

First interrogatory. Wave you known any register or receiver of public moneys at any of the land 
offices of the United States to be guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands, by 
adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of the United States? 
If so, state what you know in relation to the subject. 

Answer. On the twenty-sixth day of November, 1832, I went to Zanesville, in company with 
Abraham Overholt, and applied at the register’s office to Thomas Flood, the register, in his office, for the 
entry of the northeast quarter of the northwest quarter of section seven, township eight, of range 
three, military. Mr. Flood at the time had the plat book before him; he looked at the tract on the map, 
and informed me that I could have the land. I expected a few lines to take to the receiver's office, which 
was not handed to me according to my expectation, After waiting some time, and having noticed the 
clerk to leave the register’s office, and no person appeared to attend to my business, I began to suspect 
that something was going on wrong; I rose up, and observed to Mr. Overholt, who was also entering 
land for Samuel Welty, ‘‘ Let us go and pay our money where it ought to go; one bite is enough.” On 
hearing my observation so made to Mr. Overholt, the register said, ‘‘ We are doing this to get you off 
sooner, knowing you are in a hurry, and we can do the business so much sooner than you can.” After 
this the clerk referred to, returned, and brought the receiver’s receipt, showing that the land so applicd 
for had been entered and paid for, to wit: 


“No. 5,116. RECEIVER’s Orrice, Zanesville, November 26, 1832. 
“Received from Michael Fetter, of Tuscarawas county, Ohio, the sum of fifty dollars, being in full 
for N. E. quarter of N. W. quarter, section No. 7, township No. 8, range No, 3, military, containing 40 
acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre. $50. 
(Duplicate. ) “B. VAN HORNE, Receiver.” 


The said clerk, on producing the receipt of which the foregoing is a copy, demanded my money in 
payment for my land, stating at the same time that he had paid for i. I then gave to him my inoney, 
and took the receipt referred to. 

Second tnterrogatory. Did yeu ask the register or the clerk referred to, to act in your behalf in respect 
to transacting the business of making: your entry as aforesaid, or was it a voluntary transaction per- 
formed without your knowledge or consent? 

Answer. I did not ask either of them to assist me in that respect. It was performed without my 
knowledge or consent at the commencement. The departure of the clerk, and the delay in the business 
before referred to, induced me to invite Overholt to go with me, “and pay our money where it ought to 
go,” fearing that they would put ina scrip, and get. my money, which was not my will to do so. My 
suspicions were confirmed by the remarks made by the register: ‘We are doing this to get you off 
sooner.” When the clerk returned with the receipt referred to, I then acquiesced and paid to him my 
money, as they had paid for the land without saying anything to me on the subject. 

Third interrogatory. Why did you remark that “one bite is enough; and why were you fearful 
“that they would put in a serip, and get ‘your’? money?” Please to state your reasons for those remarks, 
if such reasons you had. 

Answer. The reason why I remarked that ‘fone bite was enough,” was, that I was present on the 
30th day of January, 1832, with James Brewer, of Westmoreland county, Pennsylvania, at the time 
when he paid his money to Flood, and his clerk (or a person who was by us, at the time, taken to be his 
clerk, and whom, from information since acquired, 1 am induced to believe was Charles C. Gilbert), and 
entered the southwest quarter of section number fourteen, of township number eight, of range number 
three, military, in which case they put in a scrip, by reason of which Brewer lost one-half the land; and 
I was fearful they would serve me ; that 1 would have some baffalation concerning my title. 

Fourth interrogatory. Were you present, and at all times with Brewer at the time referred to; and 
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did they substitute the scrip in place of his money without his knowledge and consent, in the case of hig 
entry on the 50th January, 18327 , 

a swer. | went to Zanesvilie with Brewer at that time. T went with him to the register’s office: 
wile ere he was not out of my presence, and could not have held any conversation upon the subject 
of scrip without my knowledge, They did, as IT am informed, put in the scrip, by reason of whieh 
Beninger was permitted to enter the one-half of the quarter for which I saw Brewer pay to Flood and 
his said clerk tue money at the request or demand of said Flood. 


MICHAEL FETTER. 


SECONDLY. 

Michael Rover, having been duly sworn as aforesaid, was interrogated (by the same): 

First interrogatory. Wave you known any of the public lands at any of the land oflices of the United 
States to be sold, otherwise than for cash in ready money? and if so, state at what oflice, by whom sold 
and pou what conditions such sale was made. ; 

Answer. On or about the first of November, 1831, I went to the register’s office at Zanesville to know 
if the west half of the northwest quarter of section No, 8, of township No, 7, of range No. 4, could be 
entered. I applied to Thomas Flood, the register, who informed me that the said tract was not entered, 
and that I could have it to enter. I then informed the said Flood that I had only fifty dollars, and that 
I wanted to pay that sum, and to have six months’ time to pay the balance or remaining fifty dollars, 
Flood then said to me, “Stop a little; there is aman that has just gone to breakfast; as soon as he comes 
he will make some arrangement.” Ina short time a slim, spare an, with green spectacles on, came 
into the office. Flood then said, ‘ This is the man you have to bargain with;” when Flood made this 
remark, the man with the spectacles on asked me what I wanted. I informed him that I wanted the land 
referred to, and that I had fifty dollars, and could pay the balance in six months. Ile offered to take the 
fifty dollars down, and save the land for me by my paying sixty dollars within six months. I refused to 
pay the fifty down and pay sixty more in six months, making one hundred and ten for the land. He then 
offered to take the fifty down, and my note payable in six months for fifty-seven dollars, and drew up a 
note to that effect, and presented to me for my signature, which I did not wish to sign, and at which I 
hesitated; on which Flood, the register, arose from his chair, and told me to sign the note, that it was 
right so to do; that I could not get the land unless I did sign the said note; and also, at the same time, 
observed, if it was wrong he would not suffer it to be done in his office: upon which I signed the said 
note, and paid fifty dollars in cash. The man with the spectacles on gave to me a writing which IT could 
not read, stating, at the same time, that the substance of the writing was that, if I paid the note off 
within the time, the land would be sure to me; but if I failed to be punctual to the time, that I should 
forfeit the land and all the money that I had then paid. In about one month after I gave the note, I was 
at Zanesville, and paid five dollars on the said note, and, on the 23d day of April, 1832, I sent the money 
by my brother, Samucl Royer, and paid off the note, and received a receipt in the following form, to wit: 


“No. 4,083. Receiver’s Orricr, Zanesville, April 23, 1832. 

“Reeeived from Michael Royer, of Tuscarawas county, Olio, the stm of one hundred dollars, being 
in full for W. 4 N. W. 4 section No. 8, towuship No. 7, range No. 4, containing 80 acres, at the rate of 
$1.25 per acre. $100, 


(Duplicate. ) “B. VAN ILORNE, Receiver.” 


Interrogatory. Did you send by your brother Samuel the paper that you received from the man with 
the spectacles on; and did Samuel return to you the note you gave for fifty-seven dollars? If so, what 
has become of said note, if you can so state. 

Answer. I sent the writing by Samuel, and he brought to me the note, and gave 7, with the receipt 
referred to, to me; and I destroyed the said note. 


MICHAEL ROYER. 


THIRDLY. 

Samuel Royer, having been duly sworn as aforesaid, the following were proposed, (by the same): 

First interrogatory. Wave you been present, and a constant observer of all the testimony given by 
your brother Michacl? and, so far as his testimony has a reference to you, is that statement correct? 

Answer. It is correct in relation to the business by him entrusted to me, and my performance for him, 

Second interrogatory. What did you do with the money sent by your brother Michael? and how did 
you procure his note and receipt referred to? 

Answer. I earried the paper and the money to the register’s office, where I found sitting at the table 
in said office, Thomas Flood, the register, and aman with spectacles on, as described by my brother, I 
gave the paper (sent by Michael) to Flood, who, on looking at it, showed the said paper to the man with 
the spectacles on, This man took the paper, went out, and soon returned with the note; and T paid him 
the balance due on the said note of fifty-two dollars, and took up the note. They gave me some papers, 
telling me, at the same time, to take them to the other office; and I took those papers to the receiver, and 
he gave me the receipt, which, with the note referred to, 1 gave to my brother Michacl Royer as he has 
stated. 

Third interrogatory. Wave you any further knowledge of any register or reeciver who have been 
guilty of adopting rules and regulations in their respective oflices inconsistent with the laws of the 
United States? ! 

Answer, Thave no knowledge of those offices except at Zanesville. T have been at the register’s 
office at Zanesville three times: twice I entered land for myse//, and once for Jacob Summers. I do not 
understand the law referred to. 

Fourth interrogatory. At those three times that you entered land, did you pay your moncy at the 
receiver’s office, or did you pay a/l at the register’s office? and, if so, did you pay it to the register, or to 
some other person by and with his advice? 

Answer. The first time Flood had nothing to say on the subject. The money was paid in his office, 
The second time, the money was all good, and Flood, and the person with the 


and Flood was present. 
and take the scrip, and I did pay the money to the 


spectacles on, persuaded me to give them the money, 
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sciecinchesapnale 
spectacle man, and took scrip. The third time, the money was all silver except two one dol’ ar notes. 
The man with the spectacles on said it would not go in the land office. Flood swore me. I paid the 
money in lis office without his persuasion. And further I know not. 


SAMUEL ROYER. 


FOURTHLY. 

John Dickey having been duly affirmed, according to law, to answer so as aforesaid, the following 
were severally proposed (by the sane): 

First interrogatory. Have you known any register or receiver of public moneys at any of the land 
offices of the United States to demand or receive from any purchaser or purchasers of the public lands 
3 or compensation for the performance of their official duties, not authorized by law? 

Answer. None, except in one instance wherein T paid to Thomas Flood, register of the land office, 
ten dollars to secure a pre-emption right, which I claimed to the W. 3 of the northeast quarter of section 
four, of township seven, in range four; and which sum he afterward paid back to me again, 

Second interrogatory. What were the circumstances under which you paid this fee? How came you 
to pay that sum to the register? ; ; 

Answer. Tresided on the tract referred to on the 10th day of July, 1832, and had for some time pre- 
viously resided and made considerable improvements thereon, Henry Brant had entered this tract on the 
17th May, 1832, without my knowledge and consent. TI went to Flood for information on the subject of the 
pre-emption right, and he informed me that he would secure to me the pre-emption right for ten dollars. 
] paid to him the ten dollars; and also paid one dollar and seventy-five cents for drawing up the writings 
to be forwarded to the General Land Office, to prove my settlement on the land. Said Flood agreed to 
secure to me the land, and to secure me from all damages from Brant; he agreed to send me a letter to 
inform me of my prospects and his success. On or about the first of October I received a letter in the 
fullowing words, to wit: 


fee 


“ Reerster’s Orrice, Zanesville, July 21, 1832. 
“Sir: Thave this moment received a letter from the Commissioner of the General Land Office confirming 
your claim to the land, provided you fill the requisites of the law; will inform Mr. Brant that he can have 
his money or apply to other lauds. You had better come down immediately. 
“Yours respectfully, 
“THOMAS FLOOD. 


“Mr. Joun Dickey.” 


On the 4th day of October, 1832, I attended at the said register’s office to see about the business. 
Flood told me that the pre-emption right would be out the next day, but that he would keep the land for 
me. IT then informed him that [had not received the letter until two or three days before that time, and 
therefore was unprepared, but could pay fifty dollars the next week. Flood said it made no odds, if I 
could pay ten dollars at atime send it on. On the 11th day of October, 1832, (seven days after this 
conversation, ) Lattended again at the register’s office to enter the said land, and had with me all the money 
that IT needed for that purpose. When IT made my application to the said Flood for the purpose of making 
said entry, he then informed me that I could not have the land. His excuse was that Brant had called 
for his money or the land, and that he had to give it up to him. IT then went home, and supposed that 
Flood had stated to me what was true, until the 28th of January, 1834, when I was informed that had I 
paid my money to the receiver at any time previous I could have had the land. But in consequence of 
Flood’s statement T had parted with my money, and was unable then to procure that sum, At the time 
Flood informed me that he had given up the land to Brant, he paid back to me the ten dollars in two five 
dollar notes, one of which was good for nothing, (on the Bank of Steubenville.) And further I know not. 


JOUN DICKEY. 


FIFTHLY. 

Joseph Caughnour, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, the following were proposed to him 
(by the same): 

First interrogatory. Was any register or receiver of public moneys at any of the land offices of the 
United States accepted a bonus in money or in the form of interest for securing particular tracts of land 
to such purchasers as would comply with the terms prescribed in this respect? Or have they or any of 
them demanded or taken fees from purchasers for performing their official duties, not authorized by law? 
If so, state what you may know in relation to the subject. 

Answer. In May, 1830, (if I mistake not,) I called at the register’s office at Zanesville, and applied 
to Thomas Flood, the register of that office, for the purpose of entering the east half of the northeast 
quarter of section number fourteen, township number seven, of range number four, military. By some 
means a mistake was made in the position of the quarter, and on examination in September following I 
found that I had entered the cast half of the northwest quarter of said section. I immediately applied to 
the said register at his office, to have, if possible, the error corrected. He informed me that I could have 
the error rectified, but said, ‘it would be some expense to me.” He then drew up my affidavit, to which 
I placed my signature, and was sworn to before said Flood, as justice of the peace, who informed me that i 
must give to him my receipt for the purchase money, which I diddo, At the same time, said Flood demanded 
from me about two dollars and fifty cents fees, for lis trouble, which LT paid. The affidavit, or writing 
drawn up so as aforesaid, I had to take to the neighborhood of the land, and get several persons to sign 
and to qualify to, stating the existence of the error, which was done, and the paper forwarded to Flood. 
On the 80th day of March, 1832, I again called on the register respecting this subject. He then informed 
me that he had written to the Commissioner of the General Land Office on the subject, and that he had 
not received an answer; and stated that I had better enter the tract first intended to be entered. I 
informed him that I did not feel myself able to enter both. Flood then stated to me that if 1 would pay 
him ten dollars that he would keep the land forme, 1 then paid him the ten dollars. 

Second inferrogatory, Wad vou settled on the land in question? Did Flood understand that facet? And 
was that the inducement on your part to comply with his demand, (to pay the ten dollars to save the 
land.) as aforesaid?7e And did the register mark the said land on the plat or map of survey with your name, 
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or o berwise. as having been entered, when in fact it had not been entered? If so, state what you know 
in relation thereeto. 

Answer. Before I discovered the error I had built a house on the land, presuming that I had it entereq 
and paid for. Of this fact the register was by me informed at the time when I first applied to have the 
error corrected. Also, I had informed him of my inability to purchase both tracts at that time; and this 
circumstance was the only inducement, and that alone compelled me to pay this bonus. The said Flood 
did write on the said plat in a fine handwriting, “ reserved,’ before it was entered. And on the 22d day 
of January, 1833, I went to the register with the whole of the money to pay for the land in question. The 
said Flood (register) informed me that my money would not pass in the land office, and told me that he 
would fix it for me. I gave him the money, (one hundred dollars;) the said Flood sent his clerk out, and 
in a short time the clerk returned and presented to me the receiver’s receipt for the purchase moncy in 
the words and figures following, to wit: 





“No. 5,349. tECEIVER’s Orrice, Zanesville, January 22, 1833. 
“Reeeived of Joseph Caughenour, of Tuscarawas county, of Ohio, the sum of one hundred dollars, 
being in full for the cast half of the northeast quarter of section No, 14, township No. 7, of range No, 4, 
military, containing 80 acres, at the rate of $1.25 per acre. $100. 


. (Duplicate. ) “B. VAN TORN |, Receiver.” 


Third interrogatroy. Did the said Flood enjoin on you secrecy in relation to this transaction, or did 
he appear bold in the business, and seemingly care nothing about it? Please state what you know in 
relation thereto. 

Answer. When I paid him the bonus, (the ten dollars, ) he told me to say nothing about it—to let on 
that I had it secure; that he did not want any person to be pestering him by applying to enter it. He 
also put me off at the time that I paid fur the land until we were alone. Further I know not. 


JOSEPH CAUGHENOUR. 


SIXTH. 
May 2, 183 
| John Kern, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, the following interrogatories were severally 
proposed to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Was you at the office of the register of public lands at Zanesville, on the 23d 

day of May, 1832, and did you sce and converse with the register, Thomas Flood, on that day? Did you 
enter land at that time, and did you pay the money to the receiver? or did you pay your money to the 
said Flood, register, and did he furnish you with a scrip?) What fees did he demand or receive from you 
on that occasion? Please to state what you know on the subject. 

Answer, T was at the register’s office at Zanesville on the 23d day of May, 1832. Thomas Flood, 
the register, was present; with him I did converse and transact the business of entering the northeast 
quarter of the northeast quarter of section twenty-three, township eight, of range number four; also, 
the southeast quarter of the southeast quarter of section number eighteen, township number cight, range 
number four, containing forty acres each: both of which said tracts I entered on that day. The said 
register requested me to show him my money. I did show to him the money: he said it was not land 
office money, and a/so said that he would “fir it” for me. Flood took the money and gave me scrip in 
place thereof, with which I entered the land. Tle swore me to an affidavit declaring the land to be for 
my own use, for which he made me pay to him fifty cents. At the same time I entered a tract of about 

forty-four acres for George Bollman, in township seven, range four, (and, as I now think, was a part of 

section three.) The said Flood demanded the money in this case also, which I gave to him, He said it 

was not land office money: likewise offered to “fix it” if I would give him two dollars. This I refused 

to do. fe then sent (as I understood him to be,) his son to the receiver's office, and entered the land 
with scrip, in the name of Bollman, and kept the money. 

Second interrogatory. Was the said Bollman at Zanesville on that day? Were you sworn anything in 
relation to the entry of the land of Bollman? Did you sign Bollman’s name to an affidavit? If so, state 

the facts. 

Answer. Bollman was not at Zanesville on that day. I left Bollman at home when I went, and found 
him there when T returned. I do not know that Bollman was ever at Zanesville until this spring. 1 did 
sign Bollman’s name to a paper which the said Flood informed me was absolutely necessary to effect the 
entry. He asked me if I was willing to swear that Bollman wanted the land for his own use, and that 
there was no person living on the said land? I informed the said register that Botlman wanted the land 
for his own use, and that there was no person living on it. I told him that I did not wish to swear; but 
stated that I knew those facts. Tle then stated that T could not swear; that it would be improper for me 
to do so. Flood then went to writing, and said that he must certify to a dée, (and laughed heartily.) He 
charged me twenty-five cents fees in the case of Bollman, which I paid. 

Third interrogatory. Vid the said Flood, register, make any further remarks in relation to this sub- 
ject? If so, state what further remarks he made that attracted your attention at that time. 

Answer. When the boy had got ont at the door to go to the receiver's office, Flood said to him, if they 
say anything at the other office, fe// them that the man is tired (or sick.) He then remarked to me that 
when any person wanted to enter forty acre tracts they had better come themselves. 

Fourth interrogatroy. What did you understand by those remarks: ‘I must certify to a Me,” “tell 
them that the man is tired, (or sick,”) and, “they had better come themselves?” Please to state what 
your understanding was in relation to the meaning of those remarks. 

Asnwer. | thought that he was doing something that was not just correct. I knowed it; but could 
not just tell what it was. Any further I know not. 





JOUN KERN, 


SEVENTH, 
Henry Brant, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, was also interrogated as follows, (by the 
same: ) 
First interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of the facet that any register or receiver of public 
moneys at any of the land offices of the United States has been interested with specilators or others who 
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have become the purchasers of the public lands, or shared with them in the profits arising from such sale, 
or taken a bonus, or charged fees, from purchasers to which they were not entitled by law? 

Answer, Not that I know of. They might have done it, and I not know of it, because I know nothing 
about law, much. : ee " . : 

Second interrogatory. Are you acquainted at the register’s office at Zanesville, and with Thomas 
Flood, (late) register of that office? Have you had conversation with him on the subject of entering land? 
If so, state when, where, and what that conversation was. - 

Answer. On the seventeenth day of May, 1832, I sent by John King, and entered the west half of 
the northeast quarter of section four, township seven, range four, containing 89.25 acres. On the 19th 
day of July, 1832, I became acquainted with Thomas Flood, register of that office, and received from 
him a certificate in the following words: . 


“July 19, 1832. 
“T Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, Ohio, do hereby certify that John King 
did not make oath that there was no person residing on the land that he entered for Henry Brant, which 
report is in circulation. The laws concerning such entries were not received at this office until three 
davs after Brant’s entry. 
’ “TT, FLOOD, Register.” 


When I received from Flood the paper, of which the foregoing is a copy, he told me that he could 
do nothing for me until the 5th of October, and stated to me, if Dickey paid the money by that time, I 
would get the money, and if not, I would keep the land. On the 3d day of October, 1832, I again went 
to Flood’s office. He then told me that Dickey had been there, and was to pay the money by the 5th. 
Flood asked me which I would rather have, the money or the land? I told him I was willing.to take 
either. On the 6th day of October aforesaid, I again called to see about the business, and Flood then 
informed me that I must keep the land, that Dickey had failed to pay the money against the time. I never 
paid him any fees. 


NENRY BRANT. 


EIGHTH. 

Christian Forney, having been first duly sworn as aforesaid, was also interrogated as follows, (by 
the same): 

First interrogatory. Do you know of any register or receiver having accepted a bonus in money, or in 
the form of interest, for securing particular tracts of land to such purchaser as would comply with the 
terms prescribed to them in this respect? And if so, did such officer mark any part of the public lands 
laid down on the maps of survey in any manner which designated the land as entered, when in fact it 
had not been actually sold or entered? And what kind of mark was placed on such map? State what 
you know in relation to this subject. 

Answer. On or about the last of March, 1832, Christian Burger employed me to go to the register’s 
office at Zanesville to secure for him a piece of land, to wit: east half of the southeast quarter of section 
five, township seven, of range four: he gave me twenty-five dollars, and instructed me, if possible, to secure 
for him the land in question. I went to the register’s office at Zanesville, and applied to Thomas Flood, 
the register, at the same time informed him that I had only twenty-five dollars of the money. Flood 
replied, you cannot enter it; you must get sombody to hold it for you. I asked him how? and ke said 
“eive me five dollars, and I will keep it two months.” I then gave to the said Flood the twenty-five 
dollars, and he gave me a receipt in my name for twenty dollars, and also wrote my name on the map. I 
objected to having the land marked on the map in my name as the five dollars bonus was paid, and the 
deposit of twenty dollars was the money sent by Mr. Burger, for whom I was only acting as agent, and 
contended that his name should be on the map, as the land was for him. Flood said it would make no 
odds: when the other money came he would fix it then. 

Second interrogatory. Did the register enjoin on you secrecy in relation to this subject? State what 
the facts in this respect were, 

Answer. When I left the office, Flood walked with me down the street some distance, (perhaps one 
hundred yards or more,) and charged me not to go to the other office, or say anything about it, and told me 
to say when I returned home that I had entered the land. He also observed that, when the other money 
was ready, it would perhaps be better for me to come down and bring it. I then asked the said Flood 
how it would be if the man (Burger,) could not make the money against the time? He said, send down 
that receipt, and he could get back the twenty dollars on producing the receipt. I took the receipt, and 
gave it to Burger, and informed him what Flood said. 

Third interrogatory. Has it been generally understood for several years past through this section of 
country, that people could get land ‘“ saved,” “seeured,” “kept,” or “ retained,” by paying some small 
sum at the register’s office of five or ten dollars as a bonus until they could make up the purchase money? 
State what you know in relation to this subject. 

Answer. I did not so understand it until about the time of this affair. Since that time, I have heard 
of others, and considerable said on the subject. And further 1 know not. 


CHRISTIAN FORNEY. 


NINTH. 

Christian Burger, having been duly sworn as aforesaid, was also interrogated in the following man- 
ner, (by the same:) . 

First interrogatory. Did you employ Christian Forney to go to Zanesville and secure the land for you 
as he has stated? Was you satisfied with his transaction of that business? 

Answer. I did so employ him. I was satisfied with him in that respect. I was not satisfied with 
Flood on account of his charging the bonus of five dollars, 


his 
CHRISTIAN XK BURGER. 
* mark. 
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I hereby certify that Michael Fetter, Michael Royer, Samuel Royer, Joseph Caughenour, John Kern 
Henry Brant, Christian Forney, and Christian Burger, were severally sworn, and John Dickey affirmed. 
before me, after which the interrogatories were severally proposed, and the answers taken down as repre. 
sented in the foregoing depositions, and signed by the witnesses in my presence, as stated in the foregoing 
catalogue. : 

Given under my hand and seal, at my office, in Bucks township aforesaid, this 2d day of May, 1834. 

RICHARD CUNNING, J.P. [seat] 


THe State or Onto, Tuscarawas County, 8s: 

Personally came before me, Joseph Caughenour, a justice of the peace in and for said county, Richard 
Cunning, Esq., who being duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith that he is acquainted with 
Michael Fetter, Michacl Royer, Samuel Royer, Joseph Caughenour, John Kern, Henry Brant, Christian 
Forney, Christian Burger, and John Dickey, all witnesses who have testified, and whose depositions are 
recorded in the foregoing catalogue of testimony; and that he believes that their, and each of their char- 
acters for truth and veracity, when under oath, is entitled to full credit. And further this deponent 
saith not. 

RICHARD CUNNING, 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this second day of May, 1834. 

JOSEPH CAUGHENOUR, J.P. [sean]. 


Srate or Onro, Tuscarawas County, ss: 

I, Joseph C. Hance, deputy clerk of the court of common pleas for the county of Tuscarawas, do 
hereby certify that the said Richard Cunning and Joseph Caughenour, before whom the foregoing deposi- 
tions purport to have been taken, were at the time, and still are, acting justices of the peace within and 
for the county aforesaid, duly elected and qualified according to the laws and constitution of the State of 
Ohio; and that their official acts are entitled to full faith and credit as such. , 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said court, this third day of i 
May, A. D. 1834. 

JOSEPH C. HANCE, Deputy Clerk. [sra..] 





District or Onto, ss: ‘ 
I, John Burwell, of Muskingum county, do hereby certify that, after the witnesses had first been : 
duly qualified, the within and foregoing interrogatories were by me severally reduced to writing, and : 


proposed severally to the witnesses each in succession as they stand in the catalogue of the within and 
foregoing depositions, Also, that the answers reduced to writing in succession, after cach interrogatory . 
as hereinbefore recorded, are the same as made thereto by the witness or witnesses respectively; and : 
that each and every of the said answers were severally read to the witness making the same, after being : 
recorded as they now stand, and were severally acknowledged to be correctly entered. 
Given under my hand and seal at Zanesville, this 12th day of May, 1834. 
JOUN BURWELL, Commissioner. [sea] 


THe State or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of James G. Hilton, of Zanesville, in said county, of lawful age, having been first duly 
sworn according to law, before Anthony Wilkins, Esquire, that he will true, full, and perfect answers 
make to all and singular the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service. 
The following were severally put to the witness, by John Burwell: 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver of public moneys at any of the 
land offices of the United States has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of public lands, by 
adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of the United States? 

Answer, I do not. 

Second interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the system of retaining land, saving land, 
or securing land, as it is called, said to be practiced at the register’s office at Zanesville? 

Answer, Of my own knowledge I know nothing. 

Third interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of any register or receiver as aforesaid having taken 
fees for the performance of their official duties not allowed by law? 

Answer, 1 know not what the law does allow them. Ihave never been in the habit of frequenting 
those offices, except in a few instances on business. 

Fourth interrogatory. Do you live in that part of the town, and near the register’s office? Are you 
in the habit of passing frequently, and do you know whether George H. Flood was clerking in that oflice 
in 1831? 

Answer, 1 live in that part of the town. I think he was; I am positive of it. 

Fifth interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of the trade in scrip? Can you state anything in rela- 
tion to that business, how it is carried on, and by whom? If such is within your knowledge respecting 
the proceedings at that office, state the same. 

Answer. In eighteen hundred and thirty-two, I was an acting justice of the peace at Zanesville. 
Thomas Flood, the then register of the land office, called on me to attend at his office for a few days, 
while he was to be absent, for the purpose of swearing persons that were applicants for forty acre lots, 
as prescribed by law. I remained there for about ten days during the absence of the register. Mr. 
Charles Stetson was, at all times, a constant attendant at the register’s office. I have frequently seen 
said Stetson receive the money from purchasers, telling them to remain in that office; and that he, Stet- 
son, would bring them their certificate from the receiver, stating, at the same time, that the receiver was 
not in, and that he, Stetson, done business for him, the receiver, in his absence. The papers or certifi- 
cates of purchase, were uniformly returned by said Stetson, to the purchaser. 

Sirth interrogatory. Do you know or believe that the receiver employed Mr. Stetson to transact busi- 
ness for him as aforesaid? or do you not believe and know that the receiver was at home at the time, and 
attending to the business of his office, by the handwriting on the certificates returned? 

Answer. 1 do not know or believe that Mr. Van Horne, the receiver, ever employed or permitted Mr, 
Stetson to transact the business for him. The certificates were uniformly in the handwriting of the 
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receiver; therefore, | know he was attending to his official business; and I frequently saw him at his own 
and at the register’s office, ; 

“Seventh interrogatory. What induced Mr. Stetson to attend to the business of those purchasers? what 
was his profession? Please to state what you know in relation to his motive. 

Answer. Mr, Stetson is, by profession, an attorney at law. The inducement to attend to this busi- 
ness, I presume, was to pass off his scrip for money. I know of no other motive. ? 

Eighth interrogator y. Was Thomas Flood acquainted with the proceedings of Mr. Stetson as afore- 
said? and do you not know that Mr. Stetson has been in the constant habit of attending at that office for 
the purpose of passing off scrip, until the office of register became vacant within a few days? 

Answer. I pass that office genera/ly several times in a day. Ihave not seen Mr. Stetson pass off 


scrip. I have seen him have scrip, and [ almost always see him at the office as I pass; but as I only pass 


by, had no opportunity of knowing what was going on in the office. Mr. Stetson occupies Mr. Gilbert's 
ollice, which is under the same roof with that of the register. J. G. HILTON. 
? 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 21st day of April, 1834. 


ANTHONY WILKINS, Justice of the Peace. [1 s.] 


Tue Strate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of George IH. Hilton, of Zanesville, in said county, of lawful age, having been first duly 
sworn, before Anthony Wilkins, Esq., that he would true, full, and perfeet answers make to all and 
singular the interrogatories which may be proposed to him touching the public service. 

~ The following were proposed (by John Burwell :) 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any register of the land offices of the United States, or 
receivers of public moneys at any of those offices, have been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of 
public lands at public or private sale, by adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices incon- 
sistent with the laws of the United States? 

Answer. 1 believe the register of the land office at Zanesyille, Thomas Flood, has been guilty in many 
instances. c 

Second interrogatory. What grounds have you to believe that Thomas Flood, as register of the land 
office at Zanesville, has been guilty so as aforesaid? Please to state what you know in relation to the 
subject? 

Answer. IT was employed by Thomas Flood, then register of the land office at Zanesville, as a clerk 
in that office for about the space of nine months prior to the third day of January, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three; and during that time, I have known the said Flood to take small sums of money from 
persons who applied to him for the purpose of saving land, and then mark on the particular tract on the 
plat so applied for, “retained;” after which he would make out an application, and take the aflidavit of 
the person, and ¢hose papers Flood generally took from the office to his own house, I think in most cases 
the applicant took a receipt for the money paid. 

Third interrogatory. Were those small sums of money received by the register taken as a fee for 
keeping the land back froma fair competition inthe market? and did other persons apply for those lands, 
or any of them; and did the register remark to such second applicant that the land was entered or 
“retained?” State what you know. 

Answer, 1 understood that the money was paid asa deposit in part payment for the land. Generally, 
in those cases, the register and the applicant would go out of the office and hold a private conversation; 
then come in and transact the business as aforesaid, and go out and hold another private conversation. 
I have no distinct recollection of any particular case of second applicants where lands were thus marked 
“retained.” When persons came to enter land, on looking over the plats, if the tract so marked attracted 
attention, I informed such persons that the tract, as I supposed, was entered, and the name had not been, 
as yet, placed there. 

Fourth interrogatory. If those persons came and paid up for those tracts marked as aforesaid, who 
received the money? and was it paid into the hands of the receiver, or was it kept by the register? 
Who paid the receiver; or how were the certificates of purchase procured, and by whom? If you can so 
state, please relate the process of operation relative to those cases. 

Answer, In some instances persons would send the remainder of the purchase money; and that part 
already in the hands of the register was added. Sometimes 7 went and paid the receiver, and sometimes 
Esquire Flood went himself. When the person was himself present, the papers were given to him, with 
the money deposited, and he went himse/f to the receiver, 

Fifth interrogatory, Wave you any knowledge of the fact that any register or receiver as aforesaid 
has, at any time, been interested with speculators or others, who became the purchasers of the public 
lands so marked, or shared with them the profits arising out of such purchases? 

Answer, 1 have no knowledge respecting the conduct of other officers, excepting the said Flood, in 
this respect, and I never saw Mr. Flood receive any money immediately from speculators, except a fee 
for swearing persons to the affidavit as a justice of the peace, in cases where lands were to be entered 
with scrip. 

Sixth interrogatory. What sum of money did this fee that you mention consist of ? 

Answer. He received from those who were speculators in scrip fifty cents, and twenty-five cents from 
those who paid the money and entered forty acre tracts. 

Seventh interrogatory. By “speculators in serip,’? do you mean persons who came to purchase land 
with scrip, or do you here refer on/y to persons who attend at the register’s office to convert scrip into 
money? 

Answer. By “speculators,” I mean those who were engaged in converting scrip into money at that 
office. 

Eighth interrogatory. Was Thomas Flood, the register, engaged in converting scrip into money? 
Was he interested in passing off scrip? Did he assist in procwing the money from the purchasers of the 
public lands to be paid into the hands of those speculators? and, if so, state to whom such agency was 
afforded, 

Answer. T cannot say that he was himself immediately engaged in converting scrip into money. He 
was interested in getting scrip passed off, as he received fifty cents fees on every entry made with scrip, 
which he did not receive when the land was paid for in money. He did assist in procuring the money to 
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be paid by the purchasers into the hands of Charles Stetson, who constantly attended at that office for the 
purpose of passing off scrip. Flood would say to the purchaser, “give this man” (referring to gaiq 
Stetson) ‘the money, and he will pay for the tand, and bring you the receiver’s receipt,” and the pur- 

chaser would give Mr. Stetson the money. Stetson would then give to said Flood fifty cents for the scrip 

affidavit. 

Ninth interrogatory. At whose expense was this fifty cent fee paid—by the purchaser or the specu. 
lator? If you can so state, please to answer that fact. 

Answer, The speculator always paid this fifty cent fee, when the purchaser paid the money at the 
time the entry was made. When the purchaser procured a credit from the speculator in scrip, (which 
was frequently the case,) the purchaser, in those cases, paid the fifty cent fee. Those cases of credit to 
the purchasers were not (to my knowledge) given by Mr. Stetson at any time. 

Tenth interrogatory. In those cases of credit you refer to by the speculators to the purchasers, were 
the entries made at the time such credit was given? Were any of those tracts marked on the plats prior 
to making of such entry, or any of them, and, if so, by whom were those tracts marked on the plat or 
plats, and for what purpose were such marks placed on the plat? If you can so state, relate the whole 
subject. 

Answer, In relation to the entries referred to, on which the purchasers obtained a credit, the entries 
were made at the time, and those lands were paid for in scrip by the speculator. I have no recollection 
of any of those tracts being marked prior to the entry being made, There were other cases, however, 
where credits were given, and the plats marked, and to which I had no reference in answering the ques- 
tion, ‘at whose expense the fifty cent fee” was paid. 

Eleventh interrogatory. In those eases where a credit was given, and the plats marked, by whom 
were those credits given; by whom were the plats so marked, and for what purpose were they marked; 
and what kind of mark was so placed on the plat as aforesaid? If you can so state, relate the whole 
circumstance; the process by which those proceedings were had, and who was concerned in such practice 
or practices, 

Answer. While Iwas employed as clerk at the register’s office, in several instances persons came 
to pay Charles C. Gilbert money for lands which (icy stated to me had been entered one year before that 
time. On turning to the plat I found the person’s name in Mr. Gilbert’s handwriting on the plat of the 
tracts described. On looking over the tract book, I could not find that the lands were entered. When 
I so informed those persons that there was no entry made on the books, I learned from those persons that 
one year before that time a contract had been entered into with Mr. Gilbert to enter the land in question, 
and that the purchaser had given to Gilbert his note, payable in one year; that the time was up, and 
that he had come to pay the money. In those cases the purchasers went to Gilbert, and the said Gilbert 
came with the purchasers to the register’s office, where the money was paid by the purchaser to Gilbert, 
the obligation destroyed, and the application made out by Gilbert, and the entry made (in the name of 
the purchaser ) on the same day the money was so paid. . 

Twelfth interrogatory. Did you sce the money paid and the obligation destroyed in those particular 
cases? * 

Answer. Yes. 

Thirteenth interrogatory. Was the register present at the time last referred to? Was he acquainted 
with those, or any other circumstances in which Mr, Gilbert gave a credit, and marked the plats so as 
aforesaid? And did the register, Mr. Flood, permit Mr. Gilbert, knowingly, to do those things in his 
office? 

Answer. It appeared so to me, as T know Mr. Flood saw, in one particular instance, the name was 
written on the plat before the application was made for the entry. I also know that Mr. Gilbert had 
access to, and was frequently looking over the books and plats in that office; and I also know that the 
money was frequently paid in presence of the said Flood, by the purchaser to Gilbert, and the obligation 
destroyed, all in his presence, without any objection on the part of the register, 

Fourteenth interrogatory. Do you know what induced Mr. Gilbert to give those credits? Did he 
receive a premium or bonus for securing those lands? If so, did the register participate in making 
those contracts or procuring them to be made? If you know anything in relation to this subject, state 
the same? 

Answer. The bonus for securing lands received by the speculators was from ten to twenty dollars 
on the hundred, Such was Mr. Gilbert’s practice as I then understood. I have no recollection of any 
participation by the register in making any contract between Mr, Gilbert and any other person; neither 
do I know whether the register received any part of the bonus from Mr. Gilbert. I have known the said 
Flood to assist in making contracts between other speculators and purchasers; but in those cases the 
lands were entered at the time when the contract was made, and the plats not marked before the entries 
were made. 

Fifteenth interrogatory. Who were those “other” speculators alluded to in your last answer? 

Answer, E, Buckingham, jr. and Company, Daniel Brush, and Dr. Jonas Stanbery. 

Sirteenth inter: ogatory. Did those last-named speculators receive facilities through the register, 
Thomas Flood, for which he, the said register, received a remuneration in money or otherwise? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of other facilities than those named, as I have before stated, in 
which Flood assisted in making contracts; except in an instance where, for about the space of three 
months, I was engaged in passing off scrip for Mr. Brush, in which the register assisted me by saying to 
the purchaser, “Give your money to that young man, and he will attend to the business for you: by 
which the money came to my hands, and I applied the serip in payment for the land. I received a com- 
pensation for passing off the scrip, by reason of which I served as a clerk in the register’s office for less 
wages than I otherwise would have done. After the passing off scrip ceased with me, I received the 
fees for plats, field notes, and examining maps, &c., which Mr. Flood reserved to himself while I was 


4 


passing scrip. 
Seventeenth interrogatory. Do you know of any other facilities wherein persons speculating in scrip, 
or otherwise, received facilities through the said Flood by reason of and for which he was compensated? 
Answer. I recollect one very rainy night a man came to enter two half quarters of land. Flood 
demanded of the applicant to see his money, which the purchaser handed to him: after looking over the 
money, Flood said it was not all land office money, and sent me up to Mr. Stetson to tell him to come and 
change scrip for the money. Stetson came and took the money, and gave the scrip in payment for the 
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land, and brought to the purchaser the certificates from the receiver. In this case Flood reeeived fifty 
cents fees on each half quarter for the affidavits, making one dollar. Talso knew said Klood, in many 
instances, (when purchasers came to enter land, and Mr, Stetson happened to be absent from the regis- 
ter’s office and in his office, which is under the same roof,)to go and tell Stetson that there was a man in 
the office that wanted to enter Jand; to come and take his money and pay it out. Stetson would 
come in and take the money, aid apply the scrip in payment for the land. Whether Flood received any 
further compensation than the fees for the aflidavit I wun not able to say. 

Eighteenth tnterrogatory. From the manner in which Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Stetson as aforesaid were 
received and permitted by the register to conduct in that office, iInight not a stranger coming there to 
purchase land have taken those persons for clerks, or even principal, in the said office? 

Answer. Yes. Mr. Stetson frequently filled up applications, affidavits, examined the maps, and 
examined the books in the office as though he was clerk or principal. A stranger might well suppose he 
belonged to the office. 

Nineteenth interregatory. Do you know anything in relation to speculations at that office in scrip 
or forfeited land stock, in which the said register in anywise participated, other than those before stated? 
If so, state what you know on the subject. 

Answer. There was one instance in which the register received from Wyllys Silliman a certificate 
of forfeited land stock for about sixteen dollars. Flood held Silliman’s note for about twenty dollars, 
which he bought for five, from an old man. Mr, Silliman made the assignment-on the certificate to the 
United States. Flood gave the note for the certificate. Flood did not appear in the transaction on 
paper. At the request of the register I passed off the stock certificate in payment for land, and handed 
over the money to Flood. I do not recollect anything further in relation to scrip. 

Twentieth interrogatory. Can you state the names of those individuals to whom Mr. Gilbert gave the 
eredits, took their obligations, and marked the plats? Can you state any of their names? If within 
your recollection, name them. : 

Answer. At the time I understood their names, and presume I then recorded them in the books; but 
they were strangers, and I do not recollect at this time any of their names. But I have a pertect reco! 
lection of the circumstances. 

Twentyfirst interrogatory. In those transactions you have mentioned respecting fifty cent fees from 
the speculator, and twenty-five cents from purchasers of forty acre tracts, do I understand you to say 
that in those cases when forty acre tracts were entered with scrip, that the register received twenty-five 
cents from the purchaser, and fifty cents from the speculator, making, in all, seventy-five cents on each 
tract? 

Answer, When cash was paid for a forty acre lot, the purchaser paid twenty-five cents for the affi- 
davit required by law: in those cases the register received only the twenty-five cent fee; but if scrip was 
substituted in place of money in payment for the land, then the register received twenty-iive cents from 
the purchaser, as before stated, for the affidavit required by law, and also fifty cents from the speculator 
for a scrip affidavit, making, in all, seventy-five cents. 

Twenty-second interrogatory. Do you mean to convey the idea that the register made fifty cents more 
on every entry made with scrip than he made on those where the money was paid to the receiver, and 
therefore he was interested to the amount of fifty cents on every tract where scrip was substituted in 
place of money in payment for land? 

Answer, Though | intended to convey no particular idea other than a simple narration of the facts 
in answer to the interrogatory proposed, yet such is the fact, that the register did make fifty cents more 
on every tract where scrip was substituted in payment than where money was paid for land. 

Twenty-third interregatory. Did the register, Thomas Flood, manifest particular anxiety to have serip 
passed off in and about his office? 

Answer. He did. 

GEO. H. HILTON. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, April 22d, 183 

ANTHONY WILKINS, J. PP. [seat] 


; May 7, 1834. 

George TT. Tilton, who testified, answered, and signed to the foregoing interrogatories, was this 
day brought forward, and again sworn as aforesaid, after which the said witness was interrogated (by 
the same): : 

Twenty-fourth interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to a certain sign said to have been 
used at the office of Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, that was frequently placed at 
or near the door of that office? And if so, please to state all you may know in relation thereto? Of 
what did such sign consist; who constructed, who directed the making, how, and for what purpose was 
it used?) If you can so state, relate all the circumstances in relation to the making, the materials, the 
using, the purpose, and by whom, and for whose benefit the same was used, 

Answer, 1 know that there was a sign Aept at that office; at the instance of the register, Mr. Charles 
Stetson furnished a part of an old bonnet, consisting of pasteboard and black silk, of which Mr, Stetson 
and inyself constructed the sign by cutting it into a square form. Mr. Stetson cut a hole through it to 
hang on a nail near the door on the outside of the office: —the front of the office was painted white. The 
sign of the pasteboard covered with black silk was hung out by order of the register directing me to do 
so. Also, it was frequently hung out by the register himself to notify Mr. Stetson, (who was concerned 
in the scrip trade), to come to the office whenever purchasers came to enter land, 

Twenty-tifth tnterrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to making aftidavitS (said to be made, ) 
at the said office, whereby a person was represented to have sworn and subscribed to an affidavit, when 
in fact the person whose affidavit the same purported ta be was not present, and had no hand in sub- 
scribing to, or testifying to such pretended affidavit? H so, state how and by whom made. 

Answer. I do know that such affidavits were made. A person sometimes would apply to enter land 
for another. The register (or the clerk at the office by his direction) in those cases filled up a printed 
blank in the same manner as though the purchaser had been present; the agent signed the name of the 
absent purchaser to the affidavit; Flood swore the agent, and certified the affidavit as a justice of the 
peace, The affidavit, when so made, appeared as though the person in whose name the land was entered 
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had been personally preseut, and wrote his own signature, and been qualified to the truth of what was 
therein set forth, when in fact he never saw the said aflidavit. 

Twenty-sixth interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the practice said to have been 
adopted at the said register’s office, by which purchasers of land were made to sign an aflidavit contain. 
ing an assertion that they wished to apply a certain military land scrip in payment for the tract they 
were entering, to which said affidavit they were sworn, (by the register, acting as a justice of the peace ’ 
without knowing or hearing of scrip at the time? 

Answer. Yes. In those cases the register inquired of the purchaser whether there was any person liy- 
ing on the land? If he replied there was not, he would then swear him to it without the affidavit 
being read to him. 

Twenty-seventh interrogatory. Was this a common practice pursued at that office for the purpose of 
enabling Mr. Stetson and others to convert scrip into cash without communicating a knowledge of the 
design to the purchaser, and to cause the scrip to pass at the receiver's office? ; 

Answer. I so understand it. The practice was frequently resorted to while I was clerking at the 
office. 

Twenty-eighth interrogatory. Do you know anything further in relation to such practices at that 
office? 

Answer. At this time I have no further recollection of any. 

Twenty-ninth interrogatory. Are the local situations of the said register’s office, and the residence 
of Mr. Stetson, such as to enable Mr. Stetson when at his residence, by looking towards the place, could 
he [to] discover the sign referred to, (when on the nail at or near the door at the usual place for it to be 
hung, ) when purchasers came for land? 

Answer. Yes. 


GEO. H. HILTON, 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, May 7th, 1834. 


ANTHONY WILKINS, J. P. 


Tue Srate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of Solomon Sturges, of Springfield township, in said county, (of lawful age,) having been 
first duly sworn according to law, that he will make true, full, and perfect answers to all and singular 
the interrogatories that may be proposed to him touching the public service: 

The following interrogatories were severally proposed to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether the registers of the land offices and receivers of public 
moneys at any of the land offices of the United States, (in this State,) or either of them, have, in violation 
of law and their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from any purchaser of the 
public lands at public or private sale, for the benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition on which 
such purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of land offered 
for sale by the United States? 

Answer, 1 do not. 

Second interrogaiory. Do you know whether any register or receiver of any of the land offices afore- 
said has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sale of public lands, by adopting rules and regulations 
in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of the United States? 

Answer. 1 know of none. 

Third interrogatory. Uave they demanded of the purchaser or purchasers fees or compensation for 
the performance of their official duties not authorized by law? If you have any knowledge of the exist- 
ence of such fact, please state the same. . 

Answer. 1 know of none, 

Fourth interrogatory. Wave any of the registers or receivers as aforesaid been interested with specu- 
lators or others, who became the purchasers of the public lands, or in any way shared with them the 
profits arising out of such purchase or purchases, other than their lawful fees? Tf you have such know- 
ledge, please state what you know in relation to the subject. 

Answer, 1 know of none, 

Fifth interrogatory. Are you acquainted at the register’s office at Zanesville, and with the late regis- 
ter, Thomas Flood? And if so, have you any knowledge of the practices said to be pursued at that office 
in relation to scrip speculations? Was the said register at any time concerned in speculating by passing 
off scrip, or has the same been permitted by him to be done in or at his office by his clerk, clerks, agent, 
agents, or dependents, or either of them? If such is within your knowledge, please state the same. 

Answer, T am acquainted at the register’s office at Zanesville, and with the said register. Immedi- 
ately on the first issuing of military bounty land scrip late in the year eighteen hundred and thirty, or early 
in eighteen hundred and thirty-one, I placed in the hands of George I, Flood, Esq., the son of the regis- 
ter, some of said scrip to be sold, for which I was to allow him a commission; that, some time afterwards, 
as well as I can recollect, within a few months, the said George informed me that he was advised that it 
was not proper for him to have anything to do in it. Since that period he has not been so employed, or 
any other clerk of said Flood; but have since employed Mr. C. C. Gilbert and Mr, Charles Stetson to sell 
scrip for me, their office being adjoining and under the same roof with the register’s office. I believe they 
have, in some instances, been permitted to sell serip within the register’s office. 

Sirth interrogatory. Did you not employ George H. Flood to pass off scrip as aforesaid, by and with 
the advice and consent of his father, the register? 

Answer. As far as I can recollect, his father did not advise, but I believe it was with his knowledge. 

Seventh interrogatory. Uave you not had conversation with Thomas Flood, the said register, wherein 
you informed him that there were reports in circulation prejudicial to his official character; and did you 
not caution him on the subject, and did he not treat such advice indignantly or roughly? 

Answer, 1 do not recollect any particulars of such conversation. 

Eighth interrogatory. Do you not know that charges have been frequently made against the official 
conduct of the said register by persons who have attended at his office to enter land? 

Answer, 1 do not. 

Ninth in'errogatory. Do you know anything further in relation to the official conduct of the said 
register, as to his official conduct, not warranted by the laws of the United States? 

Answer, Tam not able to state any, 
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Tenth interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the official conduct of any receiver of pub- 
lic moneys? Have they, or any of them, been concerned in speculating upon the funds paid into their 
hands for the public lands? | Have they, or any of them, sold good funds, and placed funds of less value 
in the place thereof, to the injury of the United States? 

. Answer. I do not. ; SOLOMON STURGES 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 24th day of April, 1834. 

WM. H. MOORE, Justice of the Peace. [1 8. ] 


Tue State or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of Jonas Stanbery, sen., of Zanesville, in said county, of lawful age, having been first 
duly sworn according to law, before Anthony Wilkins, Esq., that he would true, full, and perfect answers 
make to all and singular the interrogatories that shall be proposed to him, the following interrogatories 
were proposed to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any of the registers of the land offices of the United States, 
or receivers of public moneys at those offices, or either of them, have been guilty of fraud or partiality in 
the sales of the public lands, by adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent 
with the laws of the United States? 

Answer. 1 do not, except it has, in some cases, been the practice adopted at the register’s, Thomas 
Flood’s, office at Zanesville, to take the affidavit of agents who applied in behalf of absent persons to 
enter forty acre lots. 

Second interrogatory. Was this practice adopted by the register, Thomas Flood? Were those 
persons legally agents for the absent persons referred to, or were they only entrusted, as it were, by one 
neighbor to do an errand for the other? Was the name of the absent person signed to those affidavits, 
and sworn to by the agent alluded to? Did the affidavit, when completed, purport to be the affidavit of 
an individual who never had seen it, or knew, at the time of the making of the said affidavit, anything 
in relation to the existence of the same? Please to state the whole transaction as it occurred. 

Answer. It has to my knowledge, in some cases, been the practice with the register, Thomas Floos, 
to take the affidavits of agents, who applied in behalf of absent persons, for forty acre lots; but whether 
such agents were legally authorized, | know not. lam not positive whether the names of the agents, 
or the names of the absent persons for whom the entries were made, were sighed to the affidavits. I am, 
however, under the impression that the names of the absent persons were signed to the affidavits by the agents. 

Third interrogatory. Did you not suggest to the said register the impropriety of such a course of 
proceedings? 

Answer. I did. 

Fourth interrogatory. Is it not necessary, in all cases, in making those entries, that the affidavit 
should correspond with the application in respect to the name of the person or persons in whose name 
the entry is so made? 

Answer. I so understand it. 

Fifth ivterrogatory. Wave you kfown any instance wherein any register or receiver as aforesaid, have 
marked any part of the public lands laid down on the maps of survey ‘‘sold,’? or in any other manner 
which designated the land as entered, when, in fact, the lands so marked had not been actually sold or 
entered? 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any such fact. 

Sirth interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of the fact that any register or receiver as aforesaid 
has, at any time, been interested with speculators who became the purchasers of the public lands, and 
shared in the profits arising out of the sales or purchases of any lands sold at public or private sales by 
the United States? 

Answer, Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, charges seventy-five cents for the 
aflidavits where forty acre tracts are entered with scrip. 

Seventh interrogatory, Wave you any knowledge of any lands having been sold at public or private 
sale as aforesaid, otherwise than for cash in ready money? 

Answer, I have no personal knowledge of such transaction. 

Highth interrogatory. Wave you not, from your own observation of the course pursued at the 
register’s office by the said register, his clerks, and dependents, as to induce you, in company with some 
other person, seriously to advise Mr. Flood, at several times, of the impropriety of such course? And if 
so, please to state his reply to you on the subject. 

Answer. I did once, in company with Solomon Sturges, call on Mr, Flood, but cannot now exactly 
recollect the subject of our conversation. For the remaining part of my answer, I refer to my answer 
to the third interrogatory, 

Ninth interrogatory. Wave any combinations of speculators, at any public sale of lands, united for 
the purpose of driving other purchasers out of the market, and deterring poor men from bidding for the 
lands on which they resided, or other lands which they might desire to purchase for actual settlement or 
cultivation, and thereby taking into their own hands the control of the sales for their own benefit, and 
purchased all the lands at the minimum price of the government? If you have any knowledge in relation 
to this subject, please to state what you may know in relation thereto, 

Answer, 1 know of no such combination or combinations. 

Tenth interrogatory. Uave you any further recollection of improper transactions at the land offices 
in this town, or cither of them, other than those hereinbefore referred to by you? 

Answer, I have no partienlar recollection of anything. 

Eleventh interrogatory. Do you not know that charges have been made against the official conduct of 
the register, Thomas Flood, by persons who went there to purchase land? And if so, state whether 
those persons were resident in the immediate neighborhood of that office; also give their names, or any 
of them, if you can state the same. 

Answer. I have heard complaints made against the register, bué do not recollect the nature of such 
complaints, nor the names or places of residence of the persons, but they were living at a distance from 

this place. 


) 


JONAS STANBERY. 
[L. s.] 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, April 25, 1834. 
ANTHONY WILKINS, Justice of the Peace. 























































































































304 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1954 


ee 





Tue Strate or Onto, Muskingum County, ss 

Depositions taken as aforesaid. 

Henry Stanbery, who having been first duly sworn according to law, before Anthony Wilkins, Esq 
that he would true, full, and perfect answers make to all and singul: ir the inte rrogatories that may io 
proposed to hii, the followi ing were proposed (by John Burwell:) . 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver of public moneys at any of the 
land offices of the United States has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands, 
by adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of the United 
States? Jf so, please to state what yon may know in relation to the subject. 

Answer, I have no person: al know ledge of any rules or regulations adopted by such officers incon. 
sistent with the laws of the United St: ites. 

Second interrogatory. Do you know of any transaction at the land offices in the Zanesville district jn 
which the register er receiver has violated his duty? 

Answer, Some time, according to my present impression, in the fall of 1831, I happened to be at the 
house of my father, Jonas Stanbery, in Zanesville. My younger brother, Charles Stanbery, went with 
some person desirous of making an entry, whose name I do not recollect, to the register’s office. Ina 
short time they returned, and stated that the register had refused to allow the entry, as the land wag 
retained. JT immediately went with the applicant to the register’s office. I inquired of the register, 
Thomas Flood, if the land was vacant; and, at the same time, expressed, in strong terms, mny surprise 
that the applicant had been denied the e utry upon the pretence that the |: and was retained, ‘whic h was a 
mode of appropriating the public lands that I did not understand. The register, after some little hesita- 
tion, admitted that the land was subject to entry, and accordingly the application was received, and the 
land regularly entered. I have no personal knowledge of any other transaction in which either of the 
officers designated has violated his official duty. 

Third interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of any other of the officers at any of the land offices of 
the United States who have violated their official duty or duties? If so, please to state what you may 
know in relation thereto, 

Answer. I have no personal knowledge of any such violations. 

Fourth interrogatory. Do you know of any combination or combinations of speculators, at any 
public sale of lands, united for the purpose of driving other purchasers out of the market, and thereby 
taking into their own hands the control of the sales for their own bene fit, and purchased the lands at the 
minimum price of the government. 

Answer. I know of no such combination. And further I know not. 


HENRY STANBERY. 


Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 5th day of May, 1834. 
ANT HON Y WILKINS, Justice of the Peace. 


, May 6, 1834. 

Charles Stanbery, who, having been duly sworn, as aforesaid, the following interrogatories were 
severally proposed to the witness (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do you know of any instance wherein any register or receiver of public moneys 
-at any of the land offices of the United States have been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of the 
public lands, by adopting rules and regulations in their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of 
the United States? If so, please to state what you do know in relation thereto, 

Answer, Some time in August or September, 1831, I was requested by my father, Jonas Stanbery, 
to accompany a man (whose name I do not now recollect, ) to the land office, to assist him in making an 
entry of land. I went with him immediately. The land was described to the register, Thomas Flood, 
and [ inquired of him if it was vacant? after examining the plat or map which laid on the table, he replied 
that it was not open for entry. I repeated my inquiry of him, and asked. him again if the land was 
entered: he replied that it was marked on the map “retained;’’ and I think (although I am not positive) 
that he placed his finger on a part of the map where the word “retained” was written, and called my 
attention to it; and he again informed me that the land was not open for entry, and that he could not 
grant the application, I returned immediately with the man to my father’s house, and, after having 
related to my father what had taken place at the register’s office—that Mr. Flood had refused to grant 
the man an application, as the tract he wanted was marked ‘7efained” on the plat. My father then 
requested my elder brother, Henry, (who was then present,) to accompany the man to the register’s 
office, and to make another attempt to obtain the land, as he (my father) had no knowledge of any rule 
at the land office whereby land could be “retained.” ~My brother Henry immediately left the house in 
company with the man. : 

Second interrogatory. Was you present, and an attentive observer last evening (5th instant) when 
your brother, Henry Stanbery, testified as set forth in the foregoing deposition signed by him? and is the 
man and the case alluded to by your brother Henry, the same as here referred to by you? 

Answer. Yes; I have no recollection of any other case of the kind. 

Third interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the practice said to be adopted at the 
said register’s office, wherein affidavits are made out which purport to be the affidavit of a person not 
present at the time of making and using the same, in cases where the law or regulations of the office 
requires an affidavit of the person making the entry, to be sworn? If so, please to state the process, and 
what you may know of such transactions, if any. 

Answer. I have been present at that office when a tract of land was entered in the following manner, 
(by hypothesis): A applies to enter a tract in the name of (and for) B, who is not present: the applica- 
tion is made out in the name of B, and A is sworn by the register, (as I understand is nec essary in cases 
of entering forty acre tracts.) Whether A or B’s name is placed to the affidavit, Lam unable to state. 

Fourth interrogator y. Have you any knowledge of mutual interests that have existed between any 
of the officers charged or entrusted with the sales of public lands at any of the land offices of the United 
States, and persons employed in speculating in scrip or otherwise, at or in those offices? Have they 
granted facilities to certain individuals by informing such speculator or speculators, either by calling to 
or making such signs as to notify such person or persons when applicants came to their office to purchase 
lands, thereby manifesting an interest in behalf of any such speculator or speculators? If so, state what 
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peers 
know in relation thereto. Who were such parties; the description of means used by the office 
to bring the speculator and the purchaser together, if Jsuch is within your knowledge. 
Answer. I have seen at the register s office at Zanesville a sign placed at or near the door, which 
I was told was to notily Mr. Charles Stetson that an applicant Was present to make an entry. I have 
heard the register, (Thomas Flood, when ani applicant came into that oflice to purchase land,) request the 
clerk (in the office) to put out the sign. rhe clerk took from the shelf a small sign, and placed the same 
he door, upon the outside of the office. 1 believe that Mr. Stetson is engaged in passing off 


you may 


at or near t : 
scrip for Solomon Sturges. ; 

Fifth interrogatory. Is Mr. Stetson’s residence so situate as to enable him to discover the sign from 

a < te . a , — . ; ‘ ° oe . e q ° = — 
thence, so placed at the registet 8 office? And was he in the habit of atte nding, immediately after the 
sion was so given, af the register’s office? Please to state what you may know in relation thereto. 

, . = e . . . » = 
° Answer. ILis residence is so situate, and he was in the habit of so attending. 

Sirth interrogatory. What are the fees demanded by the register, (Thomas Flood,) in cases of entry 
of forty acre lots, when entered with scrip, and who pays those fees? If within your knowledge, please 
to state. ’ . : : ; 

Answer. I have entered land in the name of another person with scrip. In those cases, I have paid 
seventy-five cents to the register, twenty-five cents of which he demanded as his fee for administering 
what is called a forty acre oath; and the balance, fifty cents, for the scrip oath. The scrip affidavit was 
made out, in my cases, at the register’s office, and taken from thence by the applicants, who were sworn 
before a justice of the peace without any additional fee. And further 1 know not. 

CHARLES STANBERY, 

Sworn and subscribed to before me, this 6th day of May, 1834. 

ANTHONY WILKINS, Justice of the Peace. [seat 
ANTHONY WILKINS, Justice of the P [ ] 


Tue Stare or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

I, John Wilson, jr., clerk of the court of common pleas in and for said county of Muskingum, de 
hereby certify that Anthony Wilkins and Willian H. Moore, Esqrs., before whom the foregoing affidavits 
appear to have been severally sworn to, were, on the days of the dates of the several aflidavits, acting 
justices of the peace in and for said county of Muskingum, duly commissioned and qualified agreeably to 
the constitution and laws of said State of Ohio, to whose official acts as such full faith and credit ought 
to be given. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of said court of common 
pleas, at Zanesville, this twelfth day of May, A. D. 1834. : 

JOIN WILSON, Jr., Clerk, 
JOUN CASSEL, Deputy Clerk. [sea] 


+ 


By 


District OF THE State or Onto, ss: 

I, John Burwell, of Muskingum county, and State aforesaid, do hereby certify that, after the 
witnesses had first been duly qualified, the within and foregoing interrogatorics were by me severally 
reduced to writing, and proposed, severally, to the witness, each in succession as they stand in the cata- 
logue of the within and foregoing depositions. Also, that the answers reduced to writing in succession 
after each interrogatory, as hereimbefore recorded, are the same as made thereto by the witness or wit- 
nesses, respectively; and that each and every of the said answers were severally read to the witness 
making the same, after being recorded as they now stand, and were severally acknowledged to be cor- 
rectly entered. All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Given under my hand and seal, at Zanesville, this 12th day of May, 1834. 

JOUN BURWELL, Commissioner, [seat] 


Tue Strate or Onto, Knox County, ss: 

Deposition of Peter Wolf, of Butler township, in said county, (of lawful age,) having been first duly 
affirmed according to law, that he should true, full, and perfect answers make touching the public service. 
The following interrogatories were severally put to the witness (by John Burwell): 

Lirst interrogatory. Do you know whether the registers of the land offices and the receivers of public 
moneys at any of the land offices of the United States, or either of them, have, in violation of law and 
their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from any purchaser or purchasers of the 
public lands at public or private sale, for the benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition on which 
such purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter*or purchase any tract or tracts of land offered 
for sale by the United States? 

Answer. I do not. 

Second interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver, as aforesaid, has been guilty of 
fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands, by adopting rules and regulations in their respective 
offices inconsistent with the laws of the United States? 

Answer, 1 do not. 

Third interrogatory. Do you know of any clerk, agent, or dependent, or clerks, agents, or depen- 
dents of those offices, who have demeaned themselves so as aforesaid—permitted by the principal incum- 
bent or otherwise? 

Answer, 1 do not. 

Fourth interrogatory. Are you acquainted at the register’s office, and with the register, Thomas Flood, 
at Zanesville? 

Answer, I cannot say I am much acquainted with him: I never saw him but twice or three times in 
my life. 

Fifth interrogatory. Wave you ever applied to him for the purchase of lands belonging at the time to 
the United States? 

Answer. I did not. 

Sixth interrogatory. Wave you applied to any person or persons at that office, who was either clerk, 
agent, or dependent at the said office, for the purchase of land as aforesaid? and, if so, who did you 
apply to? 
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Answer. I applied to none, knowing that they were officers. I applied to George Flood to bid for 
me for a piece of land that was to be set up there for sale. 

Seventh interrogatory. Where were you at the time you applied to Mr. Flood, and at what time diq 
you so apply as aforesaid? 

Answer. The time I cannot tell you, because it was before the sale; it was in the register’s office, ag 
near as IT can recollect. 

Eighth uiterrogatory. Did Mr. Flood agree with you at the time you state, to purchase the land for 
you? 

Answer. 1 did not ask him to do that—nothing but to bid for me. 

Ninth interrogatory. What sale was it that vou refer to, and what land was it that you employed Mr 
Flood to bid for as aforesaid, if you did so employ him, and when was the sale to take place?” 

Answer. 1 dowt know what sale it was called; I did not employ him; I did not give him anything 
I reckon a man is not employed unless he gets something. ‘ is 

Tenth interrogatery. How came you to apply to George Flood to bid in your behalf for any land that 
was about to be sold? 

Answer. I went to the land office, and there found out when the sales were to be, and then got him 
to bid: afterwards sent my son down with the money against the day of sale. 

Hleventh interrogatory. What was your son’s name with whom you so intrusted your business, and 
did he perform that service according to your directions? 

Answer, His name is Jacob Wolf. I camot say that he did, because I could not give him any 
directions more than to take the money and pay for the land, 

Twelfth interrogatory. When you engaged George Flood to bid the land off for you, did you promise 
to send to him the money to pay the price that he should bid for the land, and did you prescribe any 
limits as to the amount he should bid on the land? 

Answer, No, I did not; I was going to take it at the highest bid if my money would reach; and I 
think that there was money enough to take it at the highest bid. 

Thirteenth interrogatory. What land do you here refer to? Please to describe the particular tract 
and number of acres. 

Answer, I cannot, no further than this paper will describe. It is as follows: ‘‘ For and in considera- 
tion of the sum of two hundred and fifty-two dollars to me in hand paid, I do hereby agree to purchase 
the southwest quarter of section number fifteen, township number six, range number cleven, military, 
and to make or cause to be made, a good and suflicient deed, in fee simple, for said quarter to Peter 
Wolf, of Knox county, Ohio, on demand, so soon as the patent shall be received by me from the General 
Government. 

** July 18, 1831. CHAS. C. GILBERT.” 

Fourteenth interrogatory. Did George Flood neglect or refuse to bid off this land for you according 
to agreement, and your just expectation? 

Answer. That is more than I can tell you. The people that were there can tell whether he bid it off 
or not. 

Fifteenth interrogatory. Wow came this agreement in writing to exist-between you and Mr, Gilbert, 
and how did you come by this instrument? 

Answer. By my son; that’s all I can know about it. 

Sirteenth interrogatory. Wave you not, at any time before or since the 18th day of July, 1851, had 
conversation with Mr. Gilbert on the subject of the purchase or sale, o7 purchase and sale of this 
land. 

Answer. No, never in my life; only the last time I was down to Zanesville I asked him whether the 
land was lost; I understood it was lost, but that was nothing concerning the sale. 

[Interrogatories seventeen and eighteen were accidentally left out in setting down numbers. ] 

Nineteenth interrogatory. What answer did Mr, Gilbort make to your inquiry concerning the loss of 
the land? 

Answer. He said that it was not so; that he knew nothing of it. 

Twentieth interrogatory. Wave you here stated all the conversation that ever took place between 
yourself and Mr, Gilbert on the subject of the land here referred to? 

Answer. 1 think I was down once before, and asked him something about it. I was down after a 
patent, or something. 

Twenty-first interrogatory. Wow long has it been since you had the last conversation with Mr. Gilbert 
here referred to. ° 

Answer. Sometime along the first of April. 

Twenty-second interrogatory. Do you mean the present month? 

Answer, Yes. 

Twenty-third interrogatory. Did you not go to Zanesville at that time on purpose to see Mr, Gilbert 
on the subject of that land, and concerning the validity of the title to it. 

Answer. I went exactly to see him for that purpose, and asked him the question as T told you before. 

Twenty-fourth interrogatory. Did Mr. Gilbert say no more to you on that subject than that ‘it was 
not so; that he knew nothing of it?’ 

Answer, That’s the amount of the discourse. 

Twenty-fifth interrogatory. Please to state what the whole discourse was in the precise words as 
delivered by him to you, if you can so state them; and whether there was not something said concerning 
the money he received from you? 

Answer. Weill, there was not anything said about the money as I recollect. I told him that I under- 
stood that it had been lost by a decision in the United States Supreme Court; he said it could not be so. 

Twenty-sirth interrogatory. Uave you ever inquired of George Flood since the sale concerning 
the purchase or sale, or purchase and sale of this land? If any conversation has been had between your- 
self and Thomas Flood, the then register and George Flood, or any clerk, agent, or dependent, at or 
belonging to that office, or either of those individuals, on the subject relating to that land as to sale, 
purchase, or title thereto, please to state what that conversation was. 

Answer. When I was down the last time I saw George Flood, and I asked him about it, and he said 
that he could remember nothing about it, only that he had bid it off for Wolf. 
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Twenty-seventh interrogatory. Did not George Flood know you when you questioned him on the 
subject, and did he complain that Wolf had not taken the land at his bid? 
“Answer. There was not a word more than what I told you: he did not seem to care about giving me 
answer, and did not say a word more. , 
Twenty-cighth tnterrogator y. Have you not had conversation with Thomas Flood, who was register 
at the time the sales wipivini made, on the subject of the sale, purchase, or title of the land referred to? 

Answer. L asked him before the sale what time the sale would come on, and I do not recollect what 
he did say. a . | 7 

Twenty-ninth interrogatory. Did Thomas Flood advise you to get George to bid the land off for you? 

Answer. I can’t say as he did. 

Thirtieth interrogatory. Wow came you to know or apply to George Flood to bid on the land? 

Answer. Because he was there, and my son was better acquainted with him than I was. 

Thirty-first interrogatory. Was your son Jacob with you at the time here last referred to? 

Answer. No; but he had been there three times to see about a piece of land that he entered. 

Thirty-second interrogator y. Did your son advise you to employ George Flood to bid off the land? 


any 


Answer. No. 

Thirty-third interrogatory. What account did your son render of his mission at the time, and on his 
return from attending the sale referred to? 

Answer. Gave me that paper and told me he had bought the land from Gilbert. 

Thirty-fourth interrogatory, Did you make no inquiries of your son at the time concerning the purchase 
and sale—whether Flood had bid for you on the land, or how he came to make the purchase from Gilbert 
for you! 

“Answer. Well, he said that Flood bid the land to, I think, three hundred and fifty dollars, and Gilbert 
took him to one side, and, I reckon, sold him the land. I forget just the same words, because he bought 
the land from him. 

Thirty-sfifth interrogatory. Do you not know that there was an understanding amongst hands, to wit: 
Thomas Flood, the then register, his son, George Flood, Charles C. Gilbert, yourself, and your son Jace’ , 
or some of those persons, to procure that land to you, and prevent the same from falling into any other 
hands at the time of the public sales? 

Answer. I don’t. T never said a word to Gilbert on the subject; but from what I have understood, there 
must have been between my son Jacob and Gilbert on the day of the sale. 

Thirty-sirth interrogatory. Can you inform me any further on this subject? 

Answer. I cannot. When he came back he showed me what he had got, and that proved that he had 
bought the land from Gilbert. 

Thirty-secenth interrogatory. Prior to your going to Zanesville, about the first of April instant, did 
you not receive a letter, or other information, requesting you to attend at that place; and was it not for the 
purpose of procuring from you a statement in relation to the bidding for that land; and did you not at 
that time, or some time previous, give a statement in writing on that subject by deposition, or otherwise? If 
state the facts in relation to the subject. 

Answer. No; I went down for the purpose, as I have stated. I never gave any writing on the 
subject. 

Thirty-eighth interrogatory. Wave you stated all you know in relation to this and all other mal-conduct 
by the land officers, their clerks, agents, or dependents? 

"Answer. AIL know; for I know nothing of any other, except Flood, register. 


Si )y 


PETER WOLF. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, at my office, in Clay township, this 18th dayof April, A. D. 1834, 
WM. McCREARY, J.P. [L. s.] 


Tue Srate or Onto, Knox County, ss: 

Deposition of Christian Horn, of Butler township, in the county aforesaid, of lawful age, having been 
first duly sworn according to law that he should true, fall, and perfect answers make touching the public 
service, The following interrogatories were severally put to the witness (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the official conduct of any of the registers 
of the land offices in this State, or the receivers of public moneys, in violation of the laws or interests of 
the United States? 

Answer, 1 do not. 

Second tnterrogatory. What is the general character, in the circle of your acquaintance, as to the 
official conduct at the register’s office in Zanesville? 

Ansiver, [have heard some talk about this land of Wolf's; that is all that I can say. 

Third interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation of any combination of persons concerning the 
sale of the land to Wolf, from Peter Wolf, or his son Jacob Wolf? 

Answer, 1 do not. 

Fourth interrogatory. Wave you not had a conversation with them, or either of them, in relation to 
that subject? And if so, state what the conversation was, and in what relation you stand to the family 
of Peter Wolf. 

Answer, There has been conversation between Peter Wolf and myself on the subject, but I do not 
recollect what that conversation was. I stand in the relation of brother-in-law to Peter Wolf. 

CHRISTIAN HORN, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th day of April, A. D. 1834, at my office. 

WM. McCREARY, J. P. [1. 8.) 


Tue State or Onto, Knox County, ss: 





Deposition of Abraham Day, of —— township, in said county, of lawful age, having been first 
duly sworn according to law, that he should true, full, and perfect answers make, the following interroga- 
tories were severally put to the said witness (by Jolin Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Do youknow whether the registers of the land offices and the receivers of public 
moneys at any of the land offices of the United States, or either of them, have, in violation of law and their 
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ris 
official dutics, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from any purchaser or purchasers of the public¢ 
lands, at public or private sale, for the benefit of such officer or officers, as a condition on which such 
purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of land offered for sale 
by the United States? 

Answer, Some time in the spring of eighteen hundred and thirty-one, (in March, 1831, if my memor 
serves me right, ) I applied to Thomas Flood, register of the land office, at his office in Zanesville, for the 
purchase of the west half of the northwest quarter of section twenty-one, in township five, in range cleven 
of the unappropriated lands in the military district. Mr. Flood asked me if Twas going to pay money op 
scrip for the land, and I replied serip. Flood then stated to me that IT must be qualified that there was no 
person living on the land. Twas accordingly qualified. Then said Flood demanded from me fifty cents 
which IT paid to him. I then asked Flood why he demanded from me fifty cents. Le said the law lowed 
him fifty cents for taking the deposition and keeping a record of the same, because I entered with scrip; 
and stated that, was I paying the money I should not have the fifty cents to pay. 1 then had an idea that 
he had no right to such a fee, 

Second interrogatory. Was you qualified before said Flood, acting at the time as a justice of the 
peace? 

Answer, Yes. 

Third interrogatory. Wave you any further knowledge of transactions at any of those offices not 
authorized by law? 

Answer. I dow’t know that I have. 


ABRATIAM DAY, 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, at my office in Clay township, this 17th day of April, A. D. 1834, 
WM. McCREARY, J. 2. [sear] 


Tue Strate or Onto, Knox County, ss: 

Deposition of Adam Mosholder, of Jackson township, in said county, of lawful age, having been first 
duly sworn, according to law, that he should true, full, and perfect answers make touching the public 
service. The following interrogatories were severally put to the witness, (by John Burwell :) 

First interrogatory. Do you know whether the registers of the land offices and the receivers of public 
moneys at any of the land offices of the United States, or either of them, have, in violation of law and 
their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from any purchaser or purchasers of the 
public lands at public or private sale, for the benefit of such officer or oflicers, as a consideration on which 
such purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts of land offered 
for sale by the United States? 

Answer, At the register’s office in Zanesville, at the public sales, on the 18th day of July, 1831, 
when I had stayed there a few minutes, Thomas Flood, the register, went to Jacob Wolf, and called him 
out to one side at different times; after which the said Flood gave the said Wolf a piece of paper, which 
Wolf took, and started towards the receiver's office; and, after Wolf had got a little way off, Flood 
hallooed to him to stop. Flood went to Wolf and talked to him a little while; and Wolf went on, and 
went in at the gate, and, as I supposed, to the receiver's office. 

Second interrogatory. What was the conversation between Flood and Jacob Wolf, and what did the 
paper contain? and why did Wolf go to the receiver’s office, or that way? If within your knowledge, 
state the same, 

Answer. What the conversation was, or what the paper contained, or why Wolf went towards the 
receiver’s office, I cannot tell. Thomas Dillon came to me about this time; and knowing that Dillon 
intended to purchase the southwest quarter of section number fifteen, of township number six, in range 
eleven, of the unappropriated lands in the military district, I also knew that the said Wolf intended to 
eet, if he could, the same land, I told Dillon that, from the way things were going on, they would jockey 
him out of the land. 

Third interrogatory. What induced you to tell Dillon that they would jockey him out of the land; and 
by the word they, who did you mean? 

Answer, From the way old Flood and Wolf acted, calling one another out and talking, it appeared 
plain enongh to me that there was some jockeying going on. 

Fourth interrogatory. Was all this before or after the sale? 

Answer. This was all before the sale. 

Fifth interrogatory. Was you present at the sales; and was that particular tract, here referred to, 
sold on that same day; and, if so, who became the purchaser? If within your knowledge, state the 
same, 

Answer. I was present. I went on purpose to buy a piece of land; and did buy a piece for mysclf; 
and when that particular tract, hereinbefore referred to, was set up, Dillon bid for that tract, and some 
other person bid that was in the register’s office; and, as I could not see who ¢ was, cannot tell who bid 
against Dillon, but understood, at the time, that it was young Flood who bid off the land, and that he had 
bid it off for Wolf. 

Sirth interrogatory. From whom did you learn that young Mr. Flood had bid off the land for Wolf? 

Answer. T think I heard old Mr. Floed say “my son bid off the land for Wolf,” and Jacob Wolf told 
me, himself, that young Flood did bid off the said land for him. 

Seventh interrogatory. When did Jacob Wolf tell you that young Mr. Flood bid off the said land for him? 

Answer. On that same day, as we were on the road coming home, And I also heard the said Jacob 
Wolf say at Jacob Lane’s, on our way home, and at Dresden, and also at Adam Ailewine’s, that he had 
eot the land, and, as I now think, said he had to pay four dollars and some little better per acre. I do 
not recollect the exact amount per acre, but it was some better than four dollars. 

Eighth interrogatory. Was you present, during those sales, at the register’s office on the day referred to? 

Answer. Yes, from the beginning to the end, until old Flood said the sales were all over. 

Ninth interrogatory. When you say “old Flood,” do you mean the register himself? 

Answer. Yes; and when I say young Flood, I mean his son. 

Tenth interrogatory. What was old Mr. Flood engaged in during the continuance of those sales? 

Answer, At the commencement of the sales, he gave every one that wanted to purchase, a paper 
containing a description of the lands that were to be sold; and, as the sales were cried, he called over the 
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numbers and described the land; and when it got up to one dollar and a quarter an acre, if nobody bid, 
after it was cried two or three times, he would say, ‘ Knock it off, knock it off. 

~ Bleventh interrogatory. What did young Mr, Flood appear to be engaged at during the time you 
nded those sales at the register’s office? 


atte : vom . : Sai : : 
Answer. Before the sales commenced, he was part of the time writing in the office, when there was 


anything to do. At the time the sales were going on, I could not tell: he was in the office and I was 
be) 5 : 
tk of doors, and could not see what he was doing. 


Twelfth interrogatory. What was the christian name of this young Mr. Flood that you mention as 
being employed clerking or writing in the register’s office? 

“tnswer. This is more than I can tell you: I do not know that I ever heard it. 

Thirteenth interrogatory. Was there more than one young Mr. Flood occupied as aforesaid on that day? 

Answer. Not that I know of. 

Fourteenth interrogatory. Wave you any further knowledge of transactions at that or any other of the 
Jand offices in this State concerning the sales of public lands, where you have reason to believe the laws 
have been violated? 

Answer. I have not, only from what I have heard other people say. 

Fifteenth interrogatory. What has been the general character of the official proceedings at the regis- 
ter’s oltice at Zanesville for three or four years past? 

Answer. There is a good deal of talk through the country that they did not do as they ought to do. 
I have heard a good deal of complaint in Knox, and from the people of Tuscarawas counties. 

Sirteenth interrogatory. What is the nature of those complaints? 

Answer, The people go there to enter land and they keep it back, and afterwards it would be found 
out that it had not been entered, but kept back for somebody else. 

Seventeenth interrogatory, 1s there any instance within your own knowledge of any lands having been 
so kept out of market. 

Answer. No. 

his 
ADAM X MOSITOLDER. 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th day of April, A. D. 1834, at my office, in Clay township. 


WILLIAM McCREARY, J.P. [seat] 


Tue Srate or Onto, Knox County, ss: 

Deposition of David Gorsuch, of Butler township, in said county, of lawful age, having been first 
duly sworn according to law, to make true, full, and perfect answers to all and singular the interrogatories 
which may be put to lim. 

* The following were put to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of the official conduct at any of the land offices in 
this State, by the cflicers thereof, contrary to law and the public interest? 

Answer. T have not: Tam not acquainted with any of them. 

Second interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge relating to the subject of the sale or purchase of a 
certain tract of land which was bid off by George IT. Flood for Peter Wolf, and for which said land Peter 
Wolf holds an instrument of writing from Charles C, Gilbert, being the southwest quarter of section 
fifteen, of township six, in range eleven? 

Answer, | have not, particularly. I have had some conversation with Jacob and Peter Wolf on the 
subject, but what it was ] cannot mind it now to any certainty. 

Third interrogatory.. Did not Jacob and Peter Wolf, or cither of them, state to you what a bargain 
they had got in the land, and how well the business had been managed to get it? 

Answer, 1 do not recollect now that they did: they might, but I do not recollect it if they did. 

Fourth interrogatory Wow near do you live to Peter Wolf? 

Answer, About three-quarters of a mile. 

fifth interrogatory. In what relation do you stand to Peter Wolf? 

Answer, Not any more than that his son married my daughter. 

Sirth interrogatory. What is the general character of the official conduct at the register’s office in 
Zanesville, by the register, his clerks, and dependents? 

Answer, Thave not heard a great deal about it. I have heard some say it was not very good, par- 
ticularly in this case of Wolf; but I know nothing about it. 


his — 
DAVID x GORSUCIL. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, at my office, in Clay township, this 18th day of April, A. D. 1838 


WILLIAM McCREARY, J.P. [sean] 


Tue Strate or Onto, Knor County, ss: 

Deposition of Thomas Dillon, of Harrison township, in said county, of lawful age, having been first 
duly sworn according to law, to make true, full, and perfect answers to all and singular the interroga- 
tories which may be put to him. 

The following were put to the witness, (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Uave you any knowledge of combinations of speculators at any public sale of 
lands of the United States for the purpose of driving other purchasers out of the market, and deterring 
poor men from bidding for the lands on which they resided, or other lands which they might desire to 
purchase for actual settlement or cultivation, and thereby taking into their own hands the control of the 
sales for their own benefit, and purchasing the lands at the minimum price of the government? 

Answer, T have reason to believe that at the public sales at the register’s office in Zanesville, on the 
18th day of July, 1831, there was a combination between Wolf, Gilbert, and Flood, to procure the south- 
west quarter of section fifteen, in township six, range eleven, at the minimum price of the government, 
when myself and several other persons offered more than twice that sum for the same land. 

Second interrogatory. What are your reasons by which you come to this conclusion? 





















































































































































































PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1954 





a 


Answer. The first reason is that Adam Mosholder, shortly after I got to the sale, asked me if T —y 
come there to purchase some of the forfeited lands; and also asked me what lot I wanted? | informed 
him the Tommos lot, being the lot herein described. He informed me that Jacob Wolf had come to buy 
the same lot, and said, at the same time, that there was something going on wrong about that lot between 
Flood, Gilbe rt, and Wolf, who had been, as he stated, running from one office to the other two or three times 
whic he aused me to try to find out whether his suspicions were well grounded. I then met Wolf in the street 
near the register’s oflice, when I spoke to him on the subject of his having come there with intention of bid. 
ding on the lot referred to. He then answered that he had. I asked him whether he knew of any person there 
who intended to bid for the lot except himself and myself. He answered that Flood said there was money 
deposited in their hands by some person from Mount Vernon to purchase the same lot. George H. Flood 
then came out from the register’s office, and called Wolf from the conversation with me, and had some 
private conversation with Wolf. After Flood returned into the office, I went again to Wolf, and asked 
him what Flood wanted of him. His answer was that he wanted to know if any one had come to bid on 
the lot. Suspecting from what Mosholder had told me, and from what I myself had scen, that some col- 
lusion or intrigue was going on, LT commenced with Wolf to find it out if possible. IT proposed to Wolf 
that, if he would act the man, ] would not bid against him; or, if he would say nothing, I would bid off 
the land, and then I would buy his half, or sell to him mine. He then asked me what I would be willing 
to take for my half. LT answered, ‘Just what you would be willing to take for yours.” — From his coun- 
tenance and manner at the é@me, and in which he treated the subject, T was fully gatiafied that he was in 
some way bound by former engagement; what satisfied me on this point eas that on shoaving him the 
numbers, and informing him at what time in the progress of sales that lot would be offe red, 1 found that 
he had p: aid no attention to that part of the subject, and the which he appeared to care 1 nothing about. The 
sales at this time were about to be commenced, and young Flood came out and called him from me again, 
and had some further conversation with him, a part of which I overheard. I heard Flood tell Wolf bi 
go to one side, and not to say a word. Wolf went into the office; the sales progressed; and T saw no 
more of him at that time. (There were two men about the office, one Gilbert and young Mr. Flood, at 
the time of the sale. I did not know which was Gilbert or which Flood, but since have described the 
two men to those of my neighbors and others, and knowing that it was the slimmest one—quite a slim, 
pale looking young man who bid against me for the land, 1 am now fully satisfied, from my information, 
that the person was George IT. F lood.) When the land was set up at sale, the lot referred to was set up 
and bid off in two separate parcels. I bid it up to three dollars and fifty cents per acre. George bid 
one cent on the acre more, and the Tand was struck off to him, At the time the land was struck off, 
some person in the office asked “Who got the land?” George answered, Peter Wolf. 

Third interrogatory. Wad you the money then with you to pay for the land at the price that you bid, 
and had the Jand been struck off to you at your last bid would you have paid that sum for the land? 

Ansurr. Yes, 1 would. 

Fourth interrogatory. What is the general character of the official conduct of those concerned at the 
register’s office at Zanesville? 

Answer. 1 know nothing, of myself, except the transaction here referred to; but I have heard several 
persons say that they were in the habit at that office of taking five dollars and keeping land back from 
entry. 

Fifth interrogatory. Wave you anything further to state in relation to any further mal-conduct by any 
of the officers at that or any other office? ° 

Answer, No, Ihave not: I know of ione. 


THOMAS DILLON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, at my office in Clay township, this 18th day of April, A.D. 183 


WM. McCREARY, J. 2. [sean] 


Tue State or Onto, Know County, ss: 

Deposition of Insley D, Johnston, of Clay township, in said county, (of lawful age,) merchant in 
the town of Martinsburgh: having been first duly sworn, according to law, that he should true, full, and 
perfect answers make touching the public service, the following interrogatories were severally put to the 
witness (by John Burwell:) 

First interrogatory. Yo you know anything in relation to mal-conduct in office by any of the regis- 
ters of the land ei or receivers of public moneys, or either of them, at any of the land offices of the 
United States? If so, state what you know on the subject. 

Answer, Not personally ac quainted with any. 

Second interrogatory. What is the character generally in the circle of your acquaintance, as to the 
official conduct of Thomas Flood, register of the land office at Zanesville, the agents, clerks, and de pend- 
ents at that office? 

Answer, Lhave, from reports, heard a great deal of complaint of improper conduct. 

Third interrogatory. Are you acquainted with Adam Mosholder and Thomas Dillon, whose depositions 
have been taken at this time? 

Answer. Yes, very well, 

Fourth interrogatory. What is the character of those persons for truth and veracity? 

Answer. I should say that, when under oath, they are entitled to full confidence. 


I, D. JOHNSTON. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me, at my office in Clay township, this 18th day of April, A. D. 183 
WM. McCREARY, J. P. [seat] 


Tue Srate or Onto, Knox County, ss 

I, Alexander Elliott, clerk of the court of common pleas for said county of Knox, do hereby certify 
that Win. McCreary is a justice of the peace within and for said county, duly commissioned and sworn 
according to the constitution and laws of said State; and T further certify that the foregoing signatures, 
purporting to be his, are genuine. 

In testimony whereof, T have hereunto set my hand, and the seal of said county, this 19th day o 
April, A. D. 183 

ALEX. ELLIOTT, Clerk. [seat.] 
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District oF Onto, ss: 
I, John Burwell, of Muskingum county, do hereby certify that, after the witnesses had first been 

duly qualitied, the within and foregoimg interrogatories were by me severally reduced to writing, and 

sroposed severally to the witnesses, each in succession, as they stand in the catalogue of the within and 
, cee m : ae ae as sata? oe : ee a s, : 

foregoing depositions, That the answers reduced to w riting in succession, after each interrogatory as 

herein recorded, are the same as made thereto by the witness or witnesses respectively; and that each 

and every of the said answers were severally read to the witness making them, after being recorded 

c « c 

as they now stand, and were severally acknowledged to be correctly entered. 

an « < r . . 8 2 7 

Given under my hand and seal at Zanesville, this 21st day of April, 1834. 


JOHN BURWELL, Commissioner. [srat.] 


Tue Srate oF Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

I, John Wilson, jr., clerk of the court of common pleas in and for said county, do hereby certify that 
Anthony Wilkins, Esq., before whom the foregoing deposition appears to have been taken, was, on the 
day of the date thereof, and now is an acting justice of the peace in and for the county of Muskingum, 
aforesaid, duly commissioned and qualilied according to the constitution and laws of this State, to whose 
oflicial acts as such, full faith and credit are due. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the court of common pleas 
of said county, at Zanesville, this 21st day of April, A. D. 1834. 

For JNO. WILSON, Jr., Clerk. [srat.] 
CHAS. W. O'NEAL, Deputy Clerk. 


District oF Onto, ss: 

I, John Burwell, of Muskingum county, do hereby certify that, after the witness had first been duly 
~~ within and foregoing interrogatories were severally by me proposed: and that the answers 
replied thereto are correctly recorded, as stated in the foregoing deposition, 

Given under my hand and seal at Zanesville, April 21st, 1834. 


JNO. BURWELL, Commissioner. [srat.] 


Tye Srarr or Onto, Muskingum County, ss: 

Deposition of William M. Wallace, of Zanesville, in said county, (of lawful age,) having been first 
duly sworn, according to law, to make true, full, and perfect answers to all and singular the interroga- 
tories that may be put to him touching the public service. (Iuterrogatories put by John Burwell, 
Commissioner: ) 

First interrogatory. Do you know anything in relation to the conduct of the registers of the land 
offices, and receivers of public moucys, in the disposal of the public lands at the land offices of the United 
States, or cither of them? 

Answer, 1 attended the sale of public lands at the register’s office in Zanesville, on the 18th day of 
July, 1831. Twas invited by Thomas Flood, the then register of said office, to attend those sales. 

Second interrogatory. Was you present, and an observer during the progress of the public sales that 
took place on that day at that office? If so, please to state such facts as came under your observation. 

Answer, Two half-quarters of land were sold on that day which attracted my attention owing to the 
price at which they sold, and the competition, 

Third interrogatory. Who were the competitors, what particular tracts were they, and at what price 
did they sell? If you can so state, please to relate what you know in relation to the subject. 

Answer. The competitors were a stranger, (to all appearances a farmer, whose name I do not know, ) 
Charles C. Gilbert, and George H. Flood, the only bidders for said tracts. The land (as informed by said 
Gilbert, on inquiry, ) was situated in the neighborhood of Kenyon College, (in Knox county, Ohio.) The 
lands were bid off by the said George H. Flood, at three dollars and fifty cents per acre. 

Fourth interrogatory. To what price was the land you refer to bid by the said Charles C. Gilbert? 

Answer, Two dollars and fifty cents per acre; after which price, he ceased to bid. The competition 
then commenced between the said George HU. Flood and the aforesaid stranger. 

Fifth interrogatory. Do you know whether George If, Flood bid off the land in question for himself, 
or whether he was employed by another person to bid off the land? If so, state your information on the 
subject. 

Answer. Previous to the sale, I] was informed by Thomas Flood, (the register,) that George H. Flood 
and Charles ©. Gilbert, were both employed as agents for the purchase of the same tracts of land, and 
that neither would sfafe the limits to the other. 

Sirth interrogatory. Did the said George H. Flood and the said Charles C. Gilbert state to you, before 
or after the saic, they were, or that cither of them were, or had been employed as agents for the purchase 
of the land in question? 

Answer, Gilbert did not so inform me. The said George IT. Flood stated to me, some time after the 
sale, that he acted as an agent for some person whose name I do not now recollect, and that the purchase 
money was placed in his hands; that he returned him the money after the sale, for the purpose of making 
his entry. 

Seventh interrogatory. Was this statement by George H. Flood to you made before or after there 
began to be some public expression of fraud having been committed in relation to the sale of the land in 
question? 

Answer. It was after the official conduct of Thomas Flood, the register, became the subject of public 
discussion, 

Eighth interrogatory. Wave you a distinct recollection of the time when Thomas Flood, the then 
register, invited you to attend the sales alluded to, and what his observations were when he so invited 
you to attend said sales? If so, please to state them, 

Answer. I think it was in the morning of the day on which the sale took place. He observed that I 
would see some fun there; that his son George and Gilbert were to be bidders as agents for the same 
tract of land. 

Ninth interrogatory. Did the said George IH. Flood and the said Charles C. Gilbert appear to be com- 
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petitors against each other, or were they (to all appearance,) only competitors (conjointly) against the 
stranger spoken of? 

Answer. In the sale of each tract alluded to, the bidding commenced between the said Charles ¢ 
Gilbert and the stranger alluded to, and progressed between those two individuals until the land advanced 
in price to two dollars and fifty cents per acre: the competition then commenced between George 
Flvod and the said stranger. Flood did not bid against Gilbert, neither did Gilbert bid against the saiq 
Flood, in competition for the land in question on that day. Flood was acting as clerk in the said registers 
office, and when Gilbert ceased to bid against the stranger, the said George H. Flood then came to the 
door of the register’s oflice, and commenced bidding, and bid off the land in question, as before stated. 

Tenth interrogatory. Did the said Gilbert and Flood bid in competition to each other for any tract or 
tracts of land set up at sale on that day, (18th July, 18317) Did they, or either of them, bid at all on 
any lands except this quarter section, and which was set up and sold in half-quarters? 

Answer. I think not. Gilbert may have bid on some other tracts, but George H. Flood did not, 

Eleventh interrogatory. Do you know whether any register or receiver as aforesaid has been guilty 
of fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands belonging to the United States, by adopting rules 
and regulations in their respective offices (other than those hereinbefore stated,) inconsistent with the 
laws of the United States? 

Answer, 1 have none. I have. been nowise connected with them in the sale of scrip or the purchase 
of land. 

Twelfth interrogatory. What is the general character of the official proceedings at the register’s 
office in Zanesville, by the late register, Thomas Flood, his clerks, agents, and dependents, judging from 
report of those whom you have good reason to believe know something in relation to certain practices 
said to be carried on there? 

Answer, Judging from the evidence of those who have complained of misconduct in that office, it ig 
bad indeed, knowing nothing of the transactions so complained of (except what is hereinbefore stated,) 
within my own knowledge. 

Thirteenth interrogatory. Wave those complaints been made by the people in the immediate vicinity 
of that office, or by persons who have attended from distant parts of the Zanesville land district for the 
purpose of purchasing land? 

Answer. From those who came from a distance. 

Fourteenth interrogatory. Are you one of the securities for Thomas Flood in relation to the perform- 
ance of his offical duties as register? 

Answer. I am. 

Fifteenth interrogatory. Wave you any knowledge of any receivers, or their agents, clerks, or depen- 
dents, who have been engaged in speculating upon the funds paid into their hands for the public lands— 
selling those funds for a premium, and substituting and depositing funds less valuable in the kank or 
banks designated by law for that purpose? 

Answer, I have not. 

Sirteenth interrogatory. Wave you been occupied as a merchant in Zanesville for several years? 

Answer. | have been engaged in that business since eighteen hundred and twenty-three in this place. 

WM. M. WALLACE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, April 21st, 1834, at Zanesville. 
ANTHONY WILKINS, J.P. [seat] 





June 14, 1834. 
I herewith send you a summary of the depositions taken before Mr. Burrows, of Zanesville, Ohio, 
which I prepared for you. . 
I] have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, B. P. SMITH. 


Tion. G. Pornpexter. 


David Burt, on the 19th day of September, 1833, applied to Thomas Flood to purchase the southeast 
quarter of the northwest quarter of section No, 16, of township No. 1, in range No, 3, military, when 
Flood informed him that it was entered, at the same time asking him if he wanted to enter it? Burt said, not 
then, but in a few days. Flood walked off, and Burt went to the office again, and inquired of a man in 
the office who told him that it was not entered; and that, on the third of October following, Burt went to 
the office, (Flood, was not in,) and entered the land. Flood made his appearance before the business 
was completed, and inquired what they were doing? On being informed, he requested to see the money, 
or inquired what kind of money Burt had? On being informed, Flood said it was not land office money, 
but that he would change it—he gave him serip. Burt states that this is the same tract which Marshall 
had purchased from Flood, and which his (Burt's) brother applied to Flood for, and was told by him that 
it was entered by Marshall. 


Williams, on the 30th day of August, 1831, applied to Thomas Flood, the register, &e., for the pur- 
pose of getting secured to him, for a short time, the west half of the southwest quarter of section 23, of 
township No. 1, range No. 3. Mr. Flood called in Charles C. Gilbert from an adjoining room in the same 
office or building, and stated that Mr. Gilbert was authorized to do such things; that he had a right to 
secure lands by virtue of some scrip. Gilbert proposed that for thirty dollars, 7x addition to the price of 
the land, he could secure to me the tract in question. Salmons objected to giving that much bonus, hav- 
ing previously stated to Flood and Gilbert that he expected that day, or the next, a person from his 
neighborhood to enter the same tract. He then left the office, and was absent for an hour; and on his 
return Gilbert told him he would take twenty dollars for so short atime. Salmons told them that he 
would go home, and that if he obtained his money, as he expected to do, in two weeks, he would visit 
them again, and that if the land was not then entered he would then pay the price of the land in money, 
and give his note to Gilbert for twenty dollars as a premium. Before he got the money he understood 
the land was entered, and therefore did not go to the office. Salmons believes that there are speculations 
for the benefit of more persons than Gilbert at the land office. 
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John Robins, on the 31st day of August, 1831, applied at the office of the register of the land office 
ob Zanesville, Ohio, to enter, for his own use, the west half of the northeast quarter of section No. 2, of 
township No. 9, of range 10, of Congress lands: at the same time and place applied for, and at the request 
of H. McCoy, who sent the money to purchase the next half of the southwest quarter of section 23, of 
township 1, of range 3, (military,) for, and in the name of his son-in-law, Thomas Scott. When he 
applied, Thomas I lood was not in the office, but George H. Flood, who was present in the office, observed 
that he was authorized to attend to this as well as his father. Robins examined the map, and pointed 
out the two tracts, and inquired if they were vacant. Young Flood and Wyllys Silliman, jr., were pre- 
sent, and, looking on at the same time, and they told me they were vacant. Robins requested and 
obtained certificates, one In his own name, the other in the name of Scott, which he delivered to the 
receiver, and took his receipt for the purchase money; and returned to the register’s, after an absence of 
from between a half and an hour, and delivered to young Flood a duplicate receipt from the receiver, in 








both cases, to be recorded. Charles C. Gilbert objected to both those entries being made, saying that he 
had selected those two tracts in behalf of James Sprague, to satisfy a military land warrant, and exhibited 
“a proof of his having done, so, a mark on the map on both tracts—the letters S’s which he called “ marks 
of selection.” The map was not so marked when Robins first examined it, and both young Flood and 
Silliman agreed with him that the map was not so marked, Silliman asked Gilbert when he marked 
them? Gilbert replied, “T marked them last night when you went to supper.” 

Robins observed to Flood and Silliman that the land was only valuable to him, as it joined another 
tract of his, or he would not give fifty dollars for it. Gilbert then said, as he, Robins, was an old gen- 
tleman for whom he had much respect, he might have the tract he wanted for himself; but that the other 
he had promised to keep two weeks for William Salmons, for which he was to receive twenty dollars; 
and that if Salmons did not appear in two weeks Scott might have the land. Robins feels satisfied, from 
what he saw, that speculations are made from purchasers by those of the office, and those who are con- 
stantly therein and about it. 


James Karr, in May or June, 1832, applied to Thomas Flood to save for him the east half of the 
southwest quarter of section No. 17, of township No. 1, of range No. 3, (military,) for twelve months; 
which the said Flood did, in consideration of Karr’s paying him ten dollars as a bonus. Flood marked it 
on the map as entered at the time of the contract, and which was paid for twelve months subsequently, 
and requested Karr to say nothing about it. 

The foregoing witnesses are certified to be men of character for truth and veracity. 


Deposition of Abraham Day, of Knox county, Ohio: 

Some time in the spring of 1831, Abraham Day went to the land offlee at Zanesville for the purchase 
of the west half of the northwest quarter of section twenty-one, in township five, in range eleven, &c. 
Flood, the register, inquired of him if he paid in serip or money. le replied, scrip. After qualifying 
him that no one lived on said tract, flood demanded of him fifty cents, which he said the law allowed 
him for taking the deposition and keeping record of the same, because he had entered with scrip instead 
of money—Flood at the time acting as justice of the peace. 


Deposition of Adam Mosholder, of Jackson township, Knox county, Ohio: 

At the register’s office at Zanesville, at a public sale of lands, Adam Mosholder, being present, saw 
Flood, register, repeatedly call to one side Jacob Wolf, and hold private conversation with him. He saw 
Flood give Wolf a paper, with which he started towards the receiver’s office; Flood hallooed him to 
stop again, when, after further conversation between them, Wolf went on, and passed through the gate 
towards the receciver’s office. Mosholder then met with Dillon, whom he knew was to bid for the same 
tract with Wolf. He told Dillon that, judging from appearances, he would be jockeyed out of his pur- 
chase. These circumstances occurred before the sales commenced. When this particular tract, herein 
referred to, was set up, some one in the receiver’s office bid against Dillon, Mosholder heard Flood, regis- 
ter, say that it was his son who bid off the land for Wolf. On the same day he heard Wolf say the 
same thing, and that he had given a little more than four dollars per acre. Previous to the commence- 
ment of the sales, young Flood appeared to be engaged writing in the office. The character of the land 
office at Zanesville was bad, particularly in Knox and Tuscarawas counties. People would go there and 
enter land, and afterwards find that it had been kept back for some one else. 


Deposition of David Gorsuch, of Butler township, Knox county, Ohio: 

David Gorsuch lives within three quarters of a mile of Peter Wolf. The son of Peter Wolf married 
his daughter. He knows nothing of the transaction of Wolf’s purchase, except from report, which was 
unfavorable. The character of the office, generally, was not good. 


Deposition of Peter Wolf, of Butler township, Knox county, State of Ohio: 

Peter Wolf testifies that he is but slightly acquainted with Thomas Flood, register at Zanesville, 
and never did apply to him, or any clerk, agent, or dependent, knowing them to be such, to bid for him at 
any pubiic sale of lands. He, Peter Wolf, did apply to George Flood to bid for a particular tract of land 
at a coming sale. The request was made in the register’s office. He was not to give him anything for 
bidding. He did not make this request of George Flood at the instigation of any one. He selected him 
to bid because he was well acquainted with his son. Wolf’s son was down three times previous to the 
sale to ‘attend to some land that he had entered.” On the day of sale Peter Wolf sent his son, Jacob 
Wolf, down with the money, with directions to take the land at the highest bid the money would reach. 
After the sale, the son brought home the following paper: 


“For and in consideration of the sum of $252, to me in hand paid, I do hereby agree to purchase the 
southwest quarter of section number fifteen, township number six, range number eleven, military; and to 
make, or cause to be made, a good and sufticient deed, in fee simple, for said quarter, to Peter Wolf, of 
Knox county, Ohio, on demand, so soon as the patent shall be received by me from the general govern- 
ment. 


“July 18, 1831. CHARLES C. GILBERT.” 
VoL. vVi——40 F 
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On returning from the sale, Jacob Wolf told his father that Flood bid the land to $350, and then 
Gilbert took him aside, and, he supposes, closed the sale with him. Peter Wolf supposes that there Was 
an understanding on the day of sale between Gilbert and his son Jacob, to prevent the land from roine 
to any one else. Peter Wolf went down to Zanesville to see Gilbert about a report that he had cued. 
that the supreme court had set aside the sale of said land. Gilbert told him it was not true. At the 
same time he saw George Flood and asked him about the circumstances of the sale; and he said he on] 
remembered having bid the land off for Wolf. y 


Deposition of Christian Horn, of Butler township, Knox county, Ohio: 
Christian Horn says, that he has heard some unfavorable talk in Zanesville, about Wolfs tract 
Christian stands in the relation of brother-in-law to Peter Wolf. 


Deposition of James G, Hilton, of Zanesville, Muskingum county, Ohio: 

James G. Hilton states, that he lived in Zanesville in 1831-2, and that George Flood at that time 
wrote as clerk in his father’s, Thomas Flood’s office. In 1832, J. G. Hilton being an acting justice of the 
peace in Zanesville, was requested by Thomas Flood, the register, during his (Flood’s) absence, for the 
purpose of swearing persons who were applicants for forty acre lots, to attend in the register’s office. 
Hilton remained there ten days during the absence of the register. Charles Stetson, who was at all 
times in the habit of remaining in the register’s office, and would sometimes receive the money from 
purchasers, telling them that he (Stetson) would bring them their certificate from the receiver, stating, 
at the same time, that the receiver was not in, and that he (Stetson) did business for him during hig 
absence. Hilton does not believe that Mr. Van Horne, the receiver, allowed Stetson to do business for 
him, as the certificates returned by Stetson were uniformly in the handwriting of the receiver himself, 
Mr. Stetson was, by profession, an attorney at law, and the motive for attending to this business was to 
pass off scrip. Stetson occupies Gilbert’s office, which is under the same roof with the register’s office, 
In passing by the office, Hilton has frequently seen Stetson have scrip in the office. 


Thomas Marshall, of Jackson township, Guernsey county, Ohio, made application to Thomas Flood, 
register of the land office at Zanesville, Ohio, to purchase “the southeast quarter of the northwest 
quarter of section 16, township No. 1, range No. 3, military lands,” on a credit of twelve months. Flood 
sold him the said tract of land, on the 28th day of March, 1833, at 12 months’ credit, by Marshall’s paying 
him ten dollars in hand, and giving his note for the balance, with the condition, that if Marshall did not, 
in twelve months, pay his note, he was to forfeit the ten dollars. Flood gave to Marshall a paper which 
he called “scrip,” telling him, at the same time, that the scrip would hold the land; at the same time 
charging him to keep the transaction a secret. 

Marshall went on the land, erected a cabin and tobacco house, cleared and fenced in some of the 
land. Within seven months from the date of the transaction with Flood, Flood sold the said tract of 
land again to a Mr. Burt, and Marshall was turned off. He called on Flood, who gave him up his note, 
paid him his ten dollars, and said: ‘‘J feel damned sorry for you.” Marshall could neither read nor 


write. 


Samuel Dennis, on the 9th day of March, 1833, purchased from Thomas Flood the “east half of the 
northwest quarter of section No. 16, of township No 1, of range No. 3 (military,)” on a credit of twelve 
months, by paying him nineteen dollars in hand, and gave his note for the balance; the $19 to be 
forfeited if the note was not punctually paid. Flood gave him what he called “ serip,” which he told 
Dennis would enable him to hold his land for “twelve months.” Flood told Dennis that his name was 
on the map, and that ‘all the devils in hell could not take it from him.” Dennis paid the note within 


twelve months, and kept his land. 


Daniel Burt made application to Flood, to enter the.tract of land that Marshall had purchased from 
Flood. Flood, after examining the “book,” informed Burt that the land was entered, and by Thomas 
Marshall. Burt’s brother, subsequently, purchased the said tract from Flood. 


Hugh McCoy, on the 30th of August, 1831, sent, by John Robins, one hundred dollars, for the 
purpose of purchasing the west half of the southwest quarter of section No, 23, of township No. 1, of 
range No. 3 (military, ) for his son-in-law, Thomas Scott. Mr. Robins, on his return from the land office, 
gave to Mr. McCoy the register’s receipt for the money, saying that Charles C. Gilbert claimed the land, 
and was keeping it for Wm. Sammons for two weeks. On the 13th of September following, Mr. McCoy 
himself went to the office, where he found the said Gilbert and Flood. He told them that he had come to 
see about the land of Thomas Scott. Gilbert replied: ‘‘ You can’t have the land; I have located that land 
for James Sprague, and have promised to keep it two weeks for Wm. Sammons.” Mr. McCoy stated that 
the time had expired, and that they had promised, if Sammons failed to pay, that he could have the land 
for $20. McCoy stated that Scott was a poor man, and that he thought that the land was not worth more 
than the government price. Flood observed, Scott is your son-in-law, and your daughter would like to 
be close to you, and you had better give the $20. MeCoy replied he would not give it, but that, after a 
good deal of altercation, McCoy paid $10, or rather gave his note to Gilbert for that amount, payable 
eight months after date. McCoy has no doubt, from what occurred then and subsequently, that the said 
Flood and Gilbert were engaged in speculating upon the purchasers of public land. 


Phineas Tomlinson made application to Flood, the register, to know whether the west half of the 
northeast quarter of section No. 22, of township 3, in range 6, (military,) was entered. After examination 
of his books, Flood told him no. He then inquired for Gilbert, and applied to him to know what he would 
take to enter the aforesaid tract of land, and wait for one year. He said he would take $20, and would 
take his notes; one for $25, payable at 3 months, and the other for $95, payable in 12 months. Tomlin- 
son gave his notes as above, and Gilbert went to the plat book and entered it. The notes were paid at 
maturity. The whole transaction took place in the register’s office, and in presence of the register. 

Frederick Yerean, in the latter end of September, 1831, called on Thomas Flood, and inquired if the 
west half of the southeast quarter of section No. 7, in township No. 2, of range 6 (military district, ) was 
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entered. He answered, no, He then inquired of the said Flood what he would take to secure that tract 
for him for the space of 18 montis, Flood pointed to C. C. Gilbert, who was in the office at the time, and 
said, “Bargain with him.” Gilbert agreed to do it for $30, and y erean gave to Gilbert two notes of hand, 
drawn by his brother Jacob Y erean, in his favor, as security for his performance of the contract. Flood then 
marked the tract on the map as Y erean’s, and, before the expiration of the 18 months, Yerean called and 
naid Gilbert $90, and took up his brother’s notes deposited as collateral security, and gave his own note 
for the residue of the purchase money, $40; and on the 30th of May, 1833, he paid $30 on the last 
mentioned note. Yerean ascertained, that after he made his first payment of $90, the land was entered 


by Gilbert, and not before, and that. it stood open and liable to entry by other or any person. He 
appealed to Gilbert to give him up his note for the balance, $10, as he had not entered the land until 


Gilbert had received Yerean’s money to do it with, Gilbert gave him up the note. In the course of the 
conversation about the saving the land for 18 months, Yerean told them (Flood and Gilbert) that he 
would rather pay it sooner if he could; he had a place which he wanted to sell, and if he did so, it would 
enable him to pay sooner, Flood said, we would rather have part of the money, and therefore try and 
sell your place; but, if you cannot, come back and we will fix it for you. Yerean understood Flood, in 
his using the plural number, as meaning Gilbert and himself, 


Henry Wheeler testifies to the same facts contained in the foregoing deposition; also, as to the good 
character of Yerean, also to that of Phineas Tomlinson, 


Evan Ogan says he heard there was some dispute about Cummins’ land, and, being in Zanesville, he 
called at the office of Thomas Flood, and inquired whether Cummins had purchased his land according to 
law? Flood said yes, and had paid every cent of the purchase money down for it; and that Cummins had 
a good title, and that it could not be taken from him, Ogan then told Flood that Bay claimed the land 
by pre-emption right. Charles C. Gilbert said that Bay had not settled on the land in time to obtain that 
right. Flood said no; “poh,” he has no right, nor never can get any right. 


John Reed understood, from report, in the spring of 18338, John Cummins had entered the west half 
of the southwest quarter of section 21, of township No. 9, in range No. 10, on which William C. Bay then 
lived; and that, in making the said entry, he had sworn that there was no person then residing on the 
land, and that Bay intended to have Cummins prosecuted for perjury. Feeling some interest in Cummins, 
from his knowledge of his good character, when he went to Zanesville he inquired of Flood as to the truth 
of the report. Flood stated, in reply to his inquiry, that Cummins had entered the land according to law, 
and had paid his money for it; and that Cummins had told him the truth concerning the residence of Bay; 
and that Cummins was not sworn at the time of making the entry, as was reported. Flood said that Bay was 
liable to a prosecution for remaining on the land, Reed inquired of Flood how Cummins was to get pos- 
session of his land? Flood said, if, upon notice, Bay refused to quit it, Cummins must pull the house 
down. 


Lee Ogan, in April or May, 1832, called at the register’s office, and had a conversation with Thomas 
Flood relative to the land occupied by Bay, and entered by Cummins, Flood told him that Bay had no 
right to the land, and he could not get one; and that the land belonged to Cummins; and that Cummins 
was not sworn anything about the land. 


Charles P. Moore, in the spring of 1831, saw in the hands of W. C. Bay a paper which he said was a 
copy of Cummins’ affidavit, made at the time he entered his land. At the request of Cummins, Moore 
went with him to Zanesville, and called at the receiver’s office, and inquired of B, Van Horne if such an 
affidavit was on file in his office? He produced the paper, of which I had seen a copy in Bay’s hands, 
Cummins immediately denied ever having been sworn to any such thing. We went to the register’s office, 
and inquired for the register: young Flood replied that his father was east of the mountains. Cummins 
told young Flood of the report circulated by Bay‘to his disadvantage. Young Flood said, ‘You were not 
sworn, or never were sworn in this office.’ Cummins applied to young Flood for a certificate to that 
effect, which Flood said he would give; and did give him a paper which we, then, both thought to be 
a certificate. Some days after we returned from Zanesville, Cummins asked me to read the paper given 
him by young Flood. I done so, and found that the paper was not what he promised to give, but had 
grossly deceived poor Cummins, who is an ignorant man, can neither read nor write, but is of most excel- 
lent character for honesty, truth, and veracity. 


William C. Bay, when he heard that Cummins had entered the land on which he, Bay, resided, went 
to the receiver's office, and was there shown an affidavit of said Cummins, taken before the register, 
Flood, acting as a justice of the peace, wherein Cummins swears that, after personal inspection of the 
land, there was no person residing on it. From the receiver’s office he went to the register’s office, and 
inquired of Thomas Flood about the entry and the affidavit. Flood said that Cummins had entered the 
land; it was his, and that he was nol sworn. Bay had a good deal of conversation with Flood, who cursed 
him. Flood afterwards offered to let me enter the same tract of land if I would give him my horse, saddle, 
and bridle. Charles C. Gilbert went with me to look at my horse, saddle, and bridle; I advised with Levi 
Lewis, and did not give him the horse, &e. 


John Cummins applied to Flood, the register, to enter a tract of land. Flood inquired if any person 
was residing on it?) Cummins informed him that Bay resided on it. Flood asked for the money, which 
was handed to him. Flood then requested Cummins to put his mark to a piece of writing: he took no 
oath. The paper in the receiver’s office purports to be an affidavit taken before Flood, as a justice; and, 
also, that he paid for his land in scrip, when, in truth, he paid the money for it. 

Witness’ character certified to be good. 


Deposition of Samuel McDoll Wilson, of Wheeling township, Guernsey county, State of Ohio: 

Samuel McDoll Wilson testifies that he did make the request of Sarah Booth, as stated in her deposi- 
tion. That he did not afterwards save the land, according to the request of the register, but made up the 
full sum, went to Zanesville, and entered the land in question. 






































































































316 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1254. 


nn ees atta i a 





Deposition of Thomas Dillon, of Harrison township, Knox county, Ohio: 

Thomas Dillon testifies that — has reason to believe that, at the public sale at the register’s office 
in Zanesville, on the 18th of July, 1831, there was a jontitantion between Wolf, Gilbert aud Flood, to 
procure the southwest quarter of Ties 15, township 6, range I1, at the mimimum price of the vovern- 
ment, when myself and several other persons offered more than twice that sum for the land. His reasons 
are these: Adam Mosholder, being at said sale, asked Dillon what he intended to purchase? Dillon 
replied, the lot herein described, “Mosholder then said that Wolf wanted the same tract; and, judging 
from appearances, there was something going on between Gilbert, Wolfe and Flood, as they had been 
running from one ‘office to. the other, with much private talk. This information induced Dillon to try to 
find out if it was so. He accordingly met Wolf near the register’s office, and spoke to him on the subject 
of his having come there to bid on that particular tract. Wolf re plied that he had. Dillon asked him if 
he knew of any one else who wanted the same tract? Wolf said that there was money from Mount 
Vernon deposited for that purpose. George Flood then came from the register’s office, and ealled W olf 
away, and held a private conversation with him, After Flood had gone again, Dillon proposed to Wolf 
that if he would act the man, he would not bid against him; or, if he would say nothing, Dillon would 
bid off the land, and either sell or buy the half with Wolf; saying that he would sell at the same price 
that Wolf would, From the countenance of Wolf at the time, and his manner of treating the subject, 
Dillon was convinced that he was bound by a former promise ; and he was still more assured of the f fact, 
on finding him ignorant of the numbers, and the particular time that, in the progress of the sales, thin 
tract would be sold. Flood again called Wolf from Dillon, and, after some private talk, Dillon heard 
Flood tell Wolf to “Go on one side, and say nothing.” Wolf went into the office, The sales progressed; 
and this tract herein described was sold in two parcels. Dillon bid it to $3.50 per acre: George Flood 
bid one more cent, and it was struck off to him. Dillon heard some one in the office ask “W ho got the 
land?” George Flood replied, “Peter Wolf.” Dillon further says, that he has heard that, at this land 
oftice in Zanesville, they were in the habit of taking five dollars, and keeping the land back from entry, 


Deposition of Jesley D. Johnston, of Clay township, Knox county, Ohio: 

Jesley D. Johnston says that, from report, he has heard many complaints of improper conduct in the 
land office at Zanesville. Said Johnston further testifies that he is well acquainted with Adam Mosholder 
and Thomas Dillon, and that, when under oath, they were fully entitled to credit. 


Deposition of Sarah Booth, of Oxford township, Tuscarawas county, State of Ohio: 

On the 18th of May, 1832, Sarah Booth went to the register’s office at Zanesville for the purpose of 
entering a tract of land, &c. Bei ‘ing at the office, Sarah Booth inquired of Flood, register, if Mr. Wilson, 
then living on the northeast quarter of the northeast quarter, section 4, &c., could hold said land by pre- 
emption, as his money was insufficient for purchase? Said Flood replied that he could not hold the land 
by pre-emption; “but tell Wilson to come down with what money he has, as there is a person here who 
is in the habit of saving land for people.’ Sarah Booth delivered the foregoing message to Wilson, and 
further knoweth not. 


Deposition of James Cook Colson, of Adams township, Coshocton county, State of Ohio: 

About the last of March, 1832, James Cook Colson went to the land office at Zanesville, where 
he found the register, two young men, one of whom appeared to be a clerk in said office, ‘and C. 
Gilbert, who was employed writing at a table. Said Colson inquired of Gilbert if the east half of 
the southeast quarter of section No, 3, of township No. 6, in range 4, (military,) was entered? 
On examining the map, Gilbert replied that it was not entered. Colson then asked Gilbert what 
he would ask to secure the land ni twelve months? Gilbert hesitated a few moments, and then 
inquired how much money he had? Colson showed him $24.50, being all that he had. Gilbert then 
consulted Flood, the reviste r, as to what he should do, Flood replied, “I think you had better risk it, 
and try for once what a poor man can do, and do not be too hard on him, as he is a brother Yankee of 
yours.” Accordingly, Gilbert took $23 of the money, and required, before the expiration of three months, 
Colson’s note, with three securities, for the sum of $114.50, being in full for the land at $1.25 per acre. 
Upon failure of the same, he would forfeit the éwenty-thice dollars and the land. Before the expiration of 
the three months, Colson’s note was sent to Gilbert, secured by Richard Taylor, Robert Corbet, and 
Henry Delong. Gilbert returned, (by the bearer, George Williams,) an instrument of writing, wherein 
he bound himseif to secure the land for twelve months, provided Colson would pay within the — 
time the sum of $114.50, being in full for the land at $1.25 per acre. On the 14th day of March, 1833, 
Colson went to Zanesville with the above-mentioned sum of $114.50. On inquiry at the office, Gilbert 
could not be found; but the clerk in the office observed “We sometimes do business for Mr. Gilbert.” 
The clerk then mentioned my business to the register, Flood. Upon hearing: it, the register remarked, 
“Tn that case there must be a note with three securities. He, the register, got the note, and gave it to 
the clerk. The clerk returned Colson the note upon his paying the sum of $114.50. Clerk, at the same 
time, gave Colson sume papers which he directed him to take to the receiver's office, Colson took the 
papers to the receiver, and got, in return, a receipt for the sum which he had paid the clerk in the 
register’s office, 

James Cook Colson also testifies that he once saw a paper in the hands of George Williams relating 
to a case similar to the one above mentioned. 


The characfers of Sarah Booth, Samuel McDoll Wilson and James Cook Colson, certified to be unex- 
ceptionable by James Lisk, justice of the peace. 


Deposition of William M. Wallace, of Zanesville, in Muskingum county, Ohio: 

William M. Wallace states that he was invited by Thomas Flood, the register, to attend the sales 
of public lands at Zanesville. On the 18th of July, 1831, he accordingly went; and during the progress 
of the sales he was particularly attracted by the wri ‘tition for two and a half quarters of land which 
were contended for by a stranger, (to all appearance a farmer,) Charles C. Gilbert, and George Flood. 
The land, as informed by Gilbert, was in the sua habkncl of Kenyon College. The land was bid off 
by George Flood at three dollars and fifty cents per acre. Previous to the sale, Flood, the register, told 
me that there would be some fun at the sale, as Gilbert and his son George were employed to bid for the 
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same land, and neither would make known their limit of price. The bidding commenced between Gilbert 
and the stranger, and when it had reached two dollars and fifty cents, Gilbert ceased to bid, and George 
Flood commenced bidding, and bid it off at three dollars and fifty cents per acre. Gilbert and George 
IJ, Flood did not bid against each other at all. G. Hf. Flood on that day was acting as clerk in his 
father’s office. After the conduct of Flood, the register, in this particular sale, became matter of public 
discussion, George told me that, previous to the sale, money had been deposited with him for the pur- 
chase, aud that, after the sale, he returned it to the person for the purpose of making his entry. 

Judging from the evidence of persons who complain of bad conduct in that office, it must be bad 
indeed. These complaints were made chiefly by persons from a distant part of the Zanesville land 
district. I, William M. Wallace, was one of the securities of Thomas Flood for the right performance of 
his official duties, and have lived in Zanesville, in the occupation of merchant, since 1823, 
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ON APPLICATION FOR AUTHORITY TO CONVEY A CERTAIN TRACT OF LAND WHICH 
WAS OBTAINED UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE TREATY OF FORT JACKSON. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 24, 1834. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom were referred the memorials of Zachariah 
McGirth and Samucl Bradford, praying that the said Zachariah McGirth may have full authority to 
convey a certain tract of land which he obtained under the provisions of the treaty of Fort Jackson, 
reported; 


memorialists, so far as the United States may have any reversionary interest, is highly necessary to secure 
to the said McGirth the benefit which was intended to be conveyed to him by the original grant. It has 
been represented to the committee that the services of the said MeGirth in the Creck and Seminole wars 
were highly meritorious; that he commanded a company of rangers at the close of the Seminole war, 
raised by himself, under the orders of General Jackson; in doing which, and to get the company as 
speedily into the field as the urgency of the public service required, he was obliged to assume personal 
responsibilities, which afterwards brought him to the brink of ruin. He was forced to rent his land, 
remove to the Creek nation, aud afterwards to make a contract for the sale of the land to save his personal 
property. The committee also find that the privilege prayed for by the memorialists has heretofore been 
granted to other meritorious persons in the same situation, They therefore ask leave to introduce a bill. 


That they have had the same under consideration, and are of opinion that to grant the prayer of the 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN INDIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 24, 1834. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Daniel Smith, 
reported: 


That, upon an examination of this case, it appears that on the 13th of October, 1830, Daniel Smith 
entered at the Crawfordsville land office, Indiana, the southeast quarter of section 20, township 13 north, 
range 1 west. He received a certificate of purchase for the same, which was duly transmitted with the 
monthly abstracts of the register for that month, and recorded on the books of the office of the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, preparatory to a patent being issued to him for said tract of land, 
and which patent, had it been duly issued, would have borne date January 3, 1831. On the 11th April, 
1831, Joseph Mosier entered the same land; the register at Crawfordsville granted his certificate of 
purchase, and a patent issued bearing date November 2, 1831. The entry having been reported as a 
case of pre-emption, the books of the oftice of the Commissioner were made to conform thereto, and the 
original entry of Daniel Smith canceled. This pre-emption right was claimed and reported under the 
act of the 29th May, 1830; upon an examination of which, the committee are of opinion that the entry 
made by Smith should not have been canceled. It appears to be just and lawful that he should be 
placed ona basis of equal right, as far as a patent may be deemed evidence of title before the State 
tribunals. <A bill is therefore reported. 
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IN RELATION TO THE PROCEEDS OF THE SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS IN THE 
LOUISIANA PURCHASE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 25, 1834. 


Treascry Department, June 24, 1834, 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives of the 10th of April last, directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury “to inform this House what amount of money had been received into the 
Treasury on or before the 30th of September, 1832, as proceeds of lands embraced in the Louisiana pur- 
chase, and which had been sold by the United States; exhibiting also a statement of payments from the 
Treasury, for roads or other improvements within the limits of said purchase; also exhibiting the amount 
of payments by the United States of and upon any claim or claims to lands within said purchase; also 
payments and expenditures to obtain title to any Indian rights to such lands; also payments to commis- 
sioncrs, officers, &c., who have been employed in the management and sale of lands within said purchase, 
and so as to exhibit clearly the receipts and expenditures (except the original purchase money) for said 
lands so purchased by the United States, to the day aforesaid; also similar information concerning: the 
lands embraced in the Florida purchase”—I have the honor to submit the accompanying statements from 
the Register and the Second and Third Auditors of the Treasury. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
Kh. B. TANEY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
The Hon. Joun Beri, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Statement of the amount of money received into the Treasury, to the 30th of September, 1832, on account 
of land sold in the “Louisiana purchase;” exhibiting also the payments from the Treasury to the 
same time, on account of roads, and other internal improvements; for land claims; to land commis- 
sioners and clerks, including the salaries and commissions of registers and receivers, and the inci- 
dental expenses of the several land offices, and the expenses of surveys; also, the ainount paid to 
obtain titles to Indian rights to lands within the said purchase. Prepared in obedience to a resolution 
of the House of Representatives of the 10th of April, 1834. 


Amount of money reecived into the Treasury, to the 30th of September, 1832, on account 
. J? ’ b 
of lands sold within the “Louisiana purchase” ........cc.. cece cc ccccesccccees $5,440,450 75 








Payments from the Treasury, to the same time, viz: 
On account of roads, and other internal improvements. .....eceeeeseccecceeeesevecces $115,796 23 


eke Kies bid 6 A RRKAN OEE RHEDOOCEAES DWE8 HERES EN EEC ERE DEER KEO ONS 222,237 15 
To land commissioners, registers, and receivers, and for incidental expenses and surveys. . $23,942 25 
To obtain titles to Indian lands, as per reports of the Second and Third Auditors........ 469,918 78 





DU re ee ae FEES SS iiss se WS ERR eth oS Sida ISSR RE SESS $1,631,894 4] 








T. L. SMITIL. Register. 
Treasury Derartauent, Registers Office, June 23, 1834. 





Statement of the amount of money received into the Treasury, to the 30th of September, 1832, on account 
of lands sold in the “Florida purchase;”’ exhibiting also the payments from the Treasury to the same 
time, on account of roads, and other internal improvements; for land claims; to land commissioners 

-and clerks, including the salaries and commissions of registers and receivers, and the incidental 
expenses of the several land offices, and the expenses of surveys; also the amount paid to obtain 
titles to Indian rights to lands within the said purchase, Prepared in obedience to a resolution of 
the House of Representatives of the 10th of April, 1834. 


Amount of money received into the Treasury, to the 30th of September, 1832, on account 
of lands sold within the “Florida purchase’’.........ccccccsssescccscccovessssecese $528,827 43 











Payments from the Treasury, to the same time, viz: 
On account of roads, and other internal improvements. ........ceeeeeeeee ceceevceeeee $124,291 15 
eee rere Teer Te eT Tree TTT TT TT Te TET eT TET TPT TTT Te er 32,258 57 
To land commissioners, registers, and receivers, and for incidental expenses, and surveys.. 187,792 79 


6 


Amount paid to obtain titles to Indian lands, as per the report of the Second Auditor ..... 161,334 93 


WA rebar os hea Pikes Lohavitiiekiineieiagiereracmemnavewes. Sete ae 


T. L. SMITI, Register. 





Treastry Department, Register’s Office, June 23, 1834. 
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Treasury Department, Second Auditor’s Office, June 21, 1834. 


Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, referred by you to this office, on 
the 24th of April last, for a report on that part which calls for information as to “payments and expendi- 
tures to obtain titles to any Indian rights to lands embraced in the Louisiana purchase;” also ‘ similar 
jnformation concerning the lands embraced in the Florida purchase” —I have the honor to state: 

That the payments and expenditures to obtain title to any Indian rights to lands in the Louisiana 
surchase amounted, on the 30th September, 1832, as far as can be ascertained from the accounts and 
documents on file in this office, to $461,950; and that the total amount of the purchase is $1,448,111. 

And that the lands embraced in the Florida purchase cost $238,334.93, of which $161,334.93 had 
peen paid on the 30th September, 1832. 

The balances due by the United States on both those purchases arise out of the annuities payable 
to the various Indian tribes from whom the purchases have been made. 

I have the honor to be, with respect, your obedient servant, 
W. B. LEWIS. 

To the Hon. the Secrerary of the Treasury. 





Treasury Department, Third Auditor’s Office, April 28, 1834. 

Sir: In compliance with your directions of the 24th inst., “‘to report on that part of the resolution 
of the House of Representatives which calls for information as to payments and expenditures to obtain 
title to any Indian rights to lands embraced in the Louisiana purchase,” I have the honor to state that 
an examination of the books of this office has been made (the accounts and vouchers having been 
destroyed by the burning of the public offices), and the following entries are found to be made, and are 
the only cases ascertained to designate payments or expenditures for the purposes above stated, viz: 


Paid by William Clark, agent of Indian department at St. Louis, to sundry persons for 

merchandise for Indians of different nations, and generally for the use of the Indian 

department, between the 6th February and 20th October, 1808, including articles fur- 

nished the Great and Little Osage nations, in conformity to a treaty made with them 

by Governor Lewis on the 10th November, 1808....... penmes aaa Mttiiistecase SOOT 
For sundry merchandise delivered by George C. Sibley, United States factor at Fort Osage, 

to the Great and Little Osage nation of Indians, in full of their annuities for the 

FORE TOG iis. co isc sesh sen sees eniedevesescvcessetecsecesecceessscccesccscces § §©61,500 08 
For sundry merchandise delivered by said Sibley to the same nation of Indians, in full of 

their annuities for the year 1811]... cscccccsccccesccccccccccscccccscccccsccscescs §«©1,500 00 











Other payments may have been made for the same object; but as the entries on the books are 
general, and charged to the Indian department, and as the accounts and vouchers cannot be referred to, 
it is impracticable to furnish any further information on the subject from the records in this office. 

I have the honor to be, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
PETER HAGNER, Auditor. 

The Hon. Rocer B. Taney, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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ON CONFLICTING CLAIMS TO LANDS IN KENTUCKY, DERIVED FROM VIRGINIA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JUNE 26, 1834. 


Mr. Many, of New York, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition 


of the heirs at law of the late Nathaniel Welsh, a captain in the first Virginia State regiment in the 
war of the revolution, reported: 


The petitioners state that their ancestor, under the laws of Virginia, became entitled to four thousand 
acres of land, for his services, and obtained a warrant for that number of acres from the State of Virginia, 
and that a location was made in that part of the State of Kentucky now constituting the county of 
Pulaski; that it now appears that one Peter Kemp, who also had a warrant for similar lands, made a 
location by virtue thereof, which interfered with the location of Welsh so as to deprive him of one 
thousand acres of the land to which he was entitled. It appears by a certificate from the General Land 
Office, on examining the abstracts of warrants issued by the register of the land office at Richmond, that 
a warrant for 4,000 acres was issued to Peter Kemp, 20th March, 1783, and also a warrant for 4,000 
acres was issued on the 26th April, 1783, to Nathaniel Welsh, which has been satisfied by patent. 
Accompanying this petition the committee find a certified copy of a deposition of Nathaniel Welsh, taken 
the 6th day of June, 1812, in a cause depending in the superior court of chancery for the Richmond 
district, at the instance of Peter Kemp and John Minor, at the suit of William Wallis, by which it appears 
that in 1784 the said Welsh made a location for Kemp on Pitman’s creek, in the State of Kentucky, for 
1,000 acres, and shortly after another for himself, of 1,000 acres, on the same creek, which he thought 
several miles below the location of said Kemp, and too remote for an interference. Welsh says that if 
the survey which was made for Kemp has been made upon the identical land entered and located for him, 
he acknowledges that his (Kemp’s) right, as far as his quantity of 1,000 acres extends, is, and ought to 
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deponent’s land, the deponent is willing to relinquish his right to so much. On the 18th January, 1814 
- % ’ 


Welsh files his answer to the bill of Wallis against Kemp and others. Welsh, being one of the defend 
ants, referring to the deposition before made, says he is willing to give up all his right and title to the 
1,000 acres of land purchased by Wallis of Kemp, a certified copy of which answer is also among: the 
papers. On the 14th June, 1814, a decree was made in the cause, (the petitioners in the meantime having 
on the death of their ancestor, been made parties to the bill,) and the court adjudged “that as the 
defendant, Welsh, never asserted any right to conflict with the claim of Kemp to the 1,000 acres of land 
in the bill mentioned, that the bill be dismissed with costs against the complainant.” 

The United States, by act of Congress of 30th May, 1830, assumed all the liabilities of the State of 
Virginia for land bounties promised to her State troops, and the question now to be considered is, whether 
the heirs of Welsh, under the circumstances of this case, would be entitled to claim against the State of 
Virginia. The warrant to Welsh was issued on the 26th April, 1783, for 4,000 acres, and has been 
located by himself, and satisfied by patent. An adverse claim is set up and prosecuted, as is alleged, 
for a part of the lands located, and Welsh swears that he is willing to give up all his right and title to 
the 1,000 acres purchased by Wallis of Kemp. The court decree that he never asserted any claim to the 
Jand in controversy, and therefore dismiss the bill with costs against the complainant. The heirs of Welsh 
allege that he lost the 1,000 acres of land in consequence of his location interfering with Kemp’s, while 
Welsh testifies that he thought, when he made the locations for himself and Kemp, in 1784, that they 
were several miles apart, and he did not assert any claim to Kemp’s location, or any part of the location 
of his 1,000 acres. The State of Virginia have performed everything they promised to Welsh. They 
gave him a title to 4,000 acres of land, to be located, as he might choose, on the public domain of that 
State, and, for aught that appears before the committee, he has obtained what he was entitled to. It does 
not follow that because he did not assert his claim to the 1,000 acres which was in controversy in the 
suit of Wallis against Kemp and others, that he therefore lost 1,000 acres; neither would it follow as a 
consequence that because persons entitled to make locations on the public lands should make locations 
which conflict with each other, that the United States or the State of Virginia are liable to the damages 
which might accrue thereby. It is understood that much confusion has arisen in the making of these 
locations, and the committee do not deem it a duty of Congress to engage in the conflicts consequently 
arising between individuals in respect thereto, or to undertake, by legislation, to repair the losses which 
may have been sustained in those conflicts, or to adjudge upon the rights which have been in controversy. 
The committee do not believe that sound legislation will permit the assumption by Congress of the bur- 
den of correcting errors which have intervened in the locations of individuals, nor of repairing the losses 
occasioned thereby. If Welsh has not received the lands to which he was entitled, (which is by no 
means certain on the evidence before the committee,) it is not the fault of the government of Virginia 
or the United States; and, in the opinion of the committee, the petitioners are not entitled to the relief 
prayed for on the evidence now submitted. 


be, paramount to the deponent’s; and if, to give him that quantity, it requires the taking of a part of 
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STATEMENT OF CLAIMS FOR BOUNTY LANDS PRESENTED AND PATENTS ISSUED DURING 
THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 1834. 





COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS BY THE PRESIDENT, DECEMBER 1, 1834. 


Return of claims which have been deposited in the bounty land office, in the year ending the 30th 
September, 1834, for services rendered during the war of the revolution: 


Number of claims received and acted on from the Ist October, 1833, to the 30th 


September, 1834, inclusive ....sececeeseeseeeseeeeeneeerecere eevee eeseens 1,113 
TPeRENiae Sith WR BA WHETRNES HAVE EOGTIO s 6 ins oo oc 5 6 sisiscncceseccsesvenscesses 97 
Claims found to have been previously satisfied. ...........cscccccccccscssccscecs 246 
ee ee ee re 202 
Claims in which the names of the applicants are not returned on the records....... 404 
Claims on which further evidence was required. ......ccccocssccscccscccsceccces 124 
ROE ON SPIO PII Tint WETS BOM a os 5 odes 00k o 500 6 06sec eesersoneeeewee’s 40 

1,113 

Abstract of the number of warrants issued in the year ending the 30th September, 1834: 

2 colonels, 500 acres each. .......-. ee TT eee Ce ee Oe 1,000 

© PRmE Colstels, 450 RCPee COC. oii sin db 6 650k 000s 6b 06s babs sede0600 900 

RE ee ee ae em ee ERS ar ne ee een a ree ee 400 

a er NN 5s 67k S UE CAGE Me aes de kee DSS. 4RK SWE dS os 1,800 

lis ki gle tals oh eee WHA GR a-eu diced 2,200 

SN WN orb ues ch Sted NC hkd CA DERE NERA WE eee eR EEDA 450 

2 physicians and surgeons, 450 acres cach. .......ccccccccccccccccccees 900 

1 hospital surgeon. .........csecsecccccscscsccssccvencecsccescccens 450 

Ns oor eG Ueneha KC HOREKE SORA SANE RRA DSORUEGEN 6 400 

Otic eke Kee an K Ree eebU sss ae Kase Wehedsoo ee c® 300 

Pe ee et, BON PN i cross enhe eet sees sabe eeeeiseweutues 6,700 

Total warrants 97 PPS hieciastsieeOieiniimermeteiesisin« BS 


—————— 
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Number of warrants signed by Generals Knox and Dearborn, on file, unclaimed. ..........66. 48 








Return of claims which have been deposited in the bounty land office, in the year ending the 30th 
»s) ee ee es re ‘Tyo » Is > War. M 
September, 1834, for services rendered during the late war: 







































Claims suspended since Pe PE ei iA ASG OA Ae NO 9S RRS N SG ARALS ONES Oe Kad edekea cr 309 

Claims SinC€ PECCIVEU.. 6. cece cece eee cece reece ee ee cece ec ee neces eee eee nett eeeeeeeces 434 
143 

Claims on which warrants have scatuessiakt ee Ok EE ee 56 

Claims found to have i ii i 68 

Claims not entitled to EE ee Rie ii eae ker eae db BASSAS eA RO RO ENEN SNR R WSS 64 

Claims returned I lo a ee a Vek aE ne de On bere Sot 92 

(Claims for Which regulations were Sent... .cccecccescccscccccesccsececessecesccees 196 

ee ee ee ee re er ee ee 308 


Claims substantiated by due proof since the 26th May, 1834, at which period the law 
authorizing the issue of warrants of the late war class expired, and in relation to 
which, warrants will issue in the event of the revival of that law................ 929 
— 743 





Abstract of the number of warrants issued in the year ending the 30th September, 1834: 


Warrants issued under the acts of Congress of 24th December, 1811, and 11th January, 1812.. 53 








Warrants issued under the acts of Congress of 10th December, 1814..........ccccccccecccce 2 
Warrant issued to Canadian volunteer, under special act of Congress..........eeecececeeees 1 
er ee er ee eee ee ee ee re ee & 
Whereof, of the first description, granted 53 of 160 acres cach... ... cece cece cee cece eccceces 8,480 
Whereof, of the second and last description, granted 3 of 320 acres each. ..... cee cee ee cence 960 
Total acres eo eee eres ere e ee ere eee eeeeer eet eeseeseeeeeseereeeereeeeeseeEeesneseseoes 9,440 


Department or War, Bounty Land Office, Nov. 1, 1834. 
The above and foregoing are respectfully reported to the honorable Secretary of War as the proceed- 
ings of this office for the year ending on the 80th September, 1834. 


WILLIAM GORDON, First Clerk. 


23n Coneress. | No. 1260. [2p Session, 





OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE 
YEAR 1834. 


COMMUNICATED TO CONGRESS WITH THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY ON THE FINANCES, THE 41TH 
. OF DECEMBER, 1834. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 


GenerAL Lanp Orrice, November 29, 1834. 


Sir: In presenting for your examination, and for that of the government, and for the consideration 
of Congress, the annual report of the operations of this office for the entire year of 1833, and the first 
three quarters of 1834, it affords me much pleasure to state that the sales of the national domain are 
annually increasing with the tide of emigration to the west and southwest, and the accumulating popula- 
tion of those fertile and extensive regions. In the time of peace and of national prosperity, with a 
rapidly accumulating metallic currency, the most powerful stimulus to private enterprise and general 
industry, it is safe to calculate that the annual amount of this branch of the public revenue will continue 
to increase with the means of human happiness and general prosperity. It is the province of the states- 
man and of judicious legislation to furnish every facility to the accomplishment of those objects which 
essentially contribute to national greatness, and which create those resources of defence and independence 
necessary to preserve the integrity of all government, and to accelerate the march of empire. The vast 
territory of the valley of the Mississippi, extending east and west, from the Alleghany to the Rocky 
mountains, and north and south, from Upper Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, presents a scene for the con- 
templation of the philanthropist and political philosopher, and a field for the operations of the legislator, 
of the most sublime character and moral influence, as connected with human society, hitherto unprece- 
dented in the annals of the world. With a free white population, greatly exceeding that of the United 
States at any period of the revolution, with every means of subsistence for tens of millions of popula- 
tion, and with resources beyond the necessity of human wants and human convenience; with a climate 
more temperate and mild, and a soil more prolific and fruitful than any which has hitherto been discovered, 
there requires no stretch of the imagination, no genius of exaggeration, no confidence in prophecy, to 
anticipate the future revenue and means of strength, prosperity, and happiness which the Divinity has 
designed and allotted to the transmontane valley of North America. 

The periods to which the quarterly accounts of the receivers have been rendered to this office, as 
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also the monthly abstracts of sales and receipts, and the acknowledged balance remaining in the hands 
of the receivers, at the respective dates of their last returns, will be found in the annexed document, mark, d 
A. An unusual promptness has been observed in this part of the duty of the land officers during the 
past year, highly creditable to the public service. With very few exceptions the returns have been duly 
transmitted to this office, as required by law and the regulations of the department. 

The annexed statement marked B, exhibits, for the year 1833, and the first three quarters of 1834 
the quantity of public lands sold in each State and Territory; the amount of purchase money; the several 
amounts received in cash, in forfeited land stock, and in military bounty land scrip; and the amount of 
money paid into the Treasury. By this statement, and by a reference to my last annual report, it will 
appear that the sales of 1833 exceeded those of 1832, 1,393,885 acres, $1,856,908 of purchase money, and 
of the amount paid into the Treasury $1,344,300; and that the sales of the first three quarters of 1834 
exceed those of the corresponding quarters of 1833, 330,291 acres, $437,040 of purchase money, and of 
the amount paid into the Treasury the sum of $856,518. It is probable the aggregate amount of sales 
for this year will exceed those of the last, as also the amount of cash paid into the Treasury. The 
returns of the last quarter of the year generally present the largest amount of sales and purchase money, 

The accompanying tabular statement, marked C, shows the amount of forfeited land stock issued 
and received at each land office, and of military bounty land scrip received, with the aggregate in each 
State and Territory, to the 30th of September last. On an examination of which, it will appear there 
has been issued, of forfeited land stock, $646,154.66, of which there has been received in payment for 
lands sold the sum of $632,743.85, leaving a balance, not presented at the land offices, of less than $13,500, 

By the several acts of May 30, 1830, July 13, 1832, and March 2, 1853, lands were appropriated to 
satisfy unlocated military bounty land warrants for services rendered in the army of the revolution, in 
the Virginia State line and navy, in the Virginia continental line, and in payment for United States war- 
rants for the same service. The appropriation made by these acts is unlimited as to the United States 
warrants, and those for Virginia amount to 810,000 acres, for which scrip was directed to be issued. Of 
this quantity of the Virginia warrants, scrip has been issued for 796,820 acres, leaving a balance of 
13,180 acres yet to be satisfied, for which scrip will be issued so soon as the applicants shall complete 
their title papers to their warrants. Statement marked D, hereunto annexed, shows the number of each 
description of warrants which have been satisfied under these laws; the quantity of land for which scrip 
has been issued; the amount thereof in money, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; with the 
number of certificates issued, and their several totals; in which statement it will be seen that, to the 15th 
instant, 1,544 warrants have been satisfied, containing 894,570 acres, equal to $1,118,212.50, in 12,049 
certificates of scrip; and, by statement C, it appears, of this amount, the sum of $1,008,360,12 had been 
received in payment of public lands up to the 30th September last. Virginia warrants have already been 
filed for about 500,000 acres, exceeding the amount which can be satisfied with scrip out of previous 
appropriations. I have no dafa by which to calculate the amount not yet filed; but, from verbal informa- 
tion, 1 am of opinion it would not be safe to estimate it at less than 500,000 acres. It is in the will of 
Congress whether further appropriations shall be made for the same. 

The appropriation of $6,000, at the last session, for extra clerk hire for this office, exclusive of 
$4,000 for assistance in the bureau of military bounty lands, has essentially contributed to the promotion 
of the public service, and has enabled me to progress very considerably with the records of the public 
sales, without which serious injury would have, been sustained by the parties in interest, and much 
embarrassment to the government. I cannot too urgently solicit from Congress the absolute necessity of 
continuing the requisite appropriations, as contained in my official estimates for the year 1835, and as 
indispensible to the future operations of this office. Six thousand dollars was also appropriated, at the 
close of the last session, for the writing and recording of forty thousand patents for land sold. This 
service has been performed at the price stipulated in the act, and the patents will all be examined and 
transmitted to the several land offices by the close of the present year. With this additional aid to the 
permanent force of the office, it is my duty to state that the arrears are constantly accumulating. On 
the Ist of January next the arrears of patents for lands sold will not be less than one hundred thousand, 
in which more than seventy thousand persons are directly interested as purchasers, and whose rights 
and convenience are entitled to the respect and attention of government. The pecuniary interests of sé 
large a class of our fellow-citizens are certainly worthy of the respectful consideration of those who 
administer the public affairs of the nation. I submit it to the particular examination and impartial judg- 
ment of Congress. It should also be remarked that this is but one item of the arrears of the office; the 
others previously reported are annually increasing, and cannot be diminished without a neglect of cur- 
rent duty. 

The surveys of the public lands have progressed during the present year as rapidly as_ practicable, 
and to the utmost extent provided by law for the discharge of office duty by the several surveyors gene- 
ral; but it is impossible for those offiters to complete the public surveys in particular districts, and, in 
numerous instances, of private land claims, without more discretionary power is vested in the Secretary 
of the Treasury to make reasonable allowances for services which cannot be procured for the compensa- 
tion allowed by law. This is a subject which has also been repeatedly presented to the government for 
its judicious legislation: I renew the suggestions, under the strongest sense of public duty. 

As it is the policy of the government, as it is the interest of the people of the western and south- 
western sections of the Union to facilitate the sales of the public lands by such means as will secure to 
that extensive territory a population of industrious and enterprising citizens, who shall be proprietors 
of the soil they cultivate, and inheritors of the blessings of civil and religious liberty, for which this 
country is so greatly distinguished, I consider it my duty again to urge upon the consideration of Con- 
gress the adoption of every necessary measure to enable this office more promptly to discharge its 
numerous duties, and the surveyors general to comply with the requisitions of law in the operations of 
their official conduct. It is in vain to expect that the intentions of the government, and the reasonable 
expectations of the inhabitants of the vast interval of the Mississippi, can be accomplished and realized 
without the necessary and appropriate means are provided for such objects. Vain also will be the efforts 
of this office, and the agents of the government subordinate thereto, in their struggles to perform their 
respective duties, unless aided and supported by the efficient legislation of Congress. 

have the honor to be, with great respect, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


Hon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 























OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICER. 








A. 









Exhibit of the periods to which the monthly accounts of the registers and receivers of the public land 
VTE ‘4 e > ee = . . > ° 

offices have been rendered, showing the balance of cash in the receivers’ hands at the date of their monthly 

accounts current, and the periods to which the receivers’ quarterly accounts have been rendered. 


Admitted — bal- | 


ance of cash 
in the hands of 


Period to which | receivers, per 


rendered by re- | 


| Monthly returns. 
Land offices. | Period to which 
| rendered by re- | 
| gister. ceiver. 
OHIO. | 
1834. 1834. 
Marietta ..... ccccescoeseee, eptember 30... October 
Zanesville Pysidver ieteneaieieisle mus ees October 31...) October 
Steubenville .....--.--6- ee October 31... | October 
Chillicothe ......+. ne October = 31...) October 
Cincinnati... eee e er eeeees October 31...' October 
Wooster ..++e+.- Rieke rate ioveterere | Oetober 5! ee ‘i October 
Wapaghkonetta.........6-.) July 3 | July 
Bucyrus. .seeeeeeeeeeeeeees) October 31... October 
| 
} 

INDIANA. | 
Jeffersonville .....ceeeceee | October 31...) October 
Wn CONNCS o% 016 6.0 < see « eres os. October 31 October 
Indianapolis ....e.eeee. -| October = 31...) October 
Crawfordsville .........++++) September 30.. .| September 
ort Wayne Pe bul sven wees! OGtoper Sl os | October 
has PORte ....sa00s seesceeess] Qetober 31...) October 

ILLINOIS. 

Shawneetown ...eeeeeeeeees October 31...) October 
KASKASKIA: 05-000 4 ahs Sees! October 31... October 
WOWATOSVINIG: <-064:aiewererees 0% October 3 October 
EAT CLIR AN, orsiau ens sieaieievs eieiee oe October 31...) October 
PAICNTING < 2000 005s PB ee.) October 31...) October 
Springfield Pieeuesb ie Slessiatele ogo | Oetober 3 October 
DaUVANIS: <isaceses <x cae wees! Oetober 3 October 
QUINCY. eee cece eee eens Re October 2) | eas October 

| 

| | 

MISSOURI. | 
St, Louis ........seeeeeees| October 31...| October 
Fayette ...ceseees Seveswesel October 31...! October 
Palmyra duseuel eas esaereoe| Ottober 31...) October 
JACKSON ..csscecccesvess -- September 30... October 
Lexington ......-eeeeeeeee-) October 31... October 

ALABAMA, | | 
St. Stephen’s .......... September 30... > September 
Cahaba ..... S eiclekeeelere owas ee OChOREe 31... October 
Huntsville......eescceeeeee| October 31...) October 
TRACAIOOBS. 624652502. eoeeee| Aurrust dl... August 

SOME. cscs sestssseseseess| October 31...| Oetober 
Demopolis .....+++.. weeeeee) September 30...) September 
Montgomery Tere te 2 = October a oe October 
MARAIS VILE 26 5410 6 serereveiere . October 31...! October 
| | 
MISSISSIPPI. | 
Washington .............../ October 31...) August 
Augusta ...ccscccceccees --| October 31... October 
Mount Salus...... seciennyers October 31...) October 
ee Ber reT eee ere eer October 381...) October 
Chocehuma ....+-.++++++++. September 30...) September 
| | 
LOUISIANA. | | 
| a 
New Orleans .......+..+...! September 30...) September 
Opelousas ii .46065062.0.06.| October $1...) October 
re ee ‘| October 31 | October 
ee SN eu cnennas + 8x ' October 31...) October 


* Returns delayed by sickness of receiver. 


¢ $332.15 overpaid. 


a $664 23 
ee 2,925 37 
Ss oe 1,689 11 
| ee 1,040 35 
SY... 3,750 47 
a 1,272 59 
oe 10,275 94 
31... 31,447 71 

| 

| 
| es Wns Reese 
| 6,066 02 
31...| 27,936 81 
30... 10,596 72 
| ee 16,398 19 
a 12,261 03 

| 

| 
oe 1,083 28 
| 789 64 
a 1,484 57 
a 9,512 81 
31...| 3,406 26 
ae 12,973 68 
: 10,457 84 
Wea.! 3,222 94 

| 
ol Oe has 
31. 4,702 17 
Si... 13,481 29 
dl... 5,805 73 
St. 3,634 58 

| 
ok EE CEE CO ECE CCE 
31. 6,701 80 
ai. 6,666 28 
i Pe EE ee 
31...| $21 69 
30... 2,709 15 
ee Eee er 
31. | 27,058 91 

| 

| 
34) 200 72 
ith 6,658 95 
; 12,956 09 
|: 40,320 29 
30... 8,188 81 
30. 606 47 
31.. 5,827 56 
31... 5,502 39 
31 845 33 


last monthly 
account. 





Period to which 
the receivers’ 


quarterly 


ac- 


counts have 
been rendered. 


183 
September 
September 
September 
September 


| September 
| September 
| June 


Septembei 


September 
September 
September 
September 
September 
September 


September 


| September 
| September 


September 


| September 
| September 
| September 


September 


| September 
| September 


September 


| September 
September 


September 


| September 


September 
June 

September 
September 


| September 


September 


June 
September 


| September 
| September 
| June 


September 
September 
September 
September 


30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
*30. 


a 


ov. 


$30. 
30, 
30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 


30. 
30. 
30, 
30. 
30. 


9 
oVU. 


30. 
30. 
=o 

ov. 


30. 


30. 


30. 
30. 
30. 

$30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 
30. 


30. 
ta] 
oVU. 
9 
OV. 
30. 


30. 


30. 
30. 
30. 


30. 


t $3,105.26 due receiver, September 30, 1834. 































































































Regt ae eee 





eR EERE 


See 


Marietta.... 


Vandalia ... 


Danville ...... 


Land offices. 


MICHIGAN, 


a Oe ae 
Bronson 


Monroe 


ARKANS. 


Batesville ...... 
Little Rock. .... 
Washington .... 
Fayetteville .... 


FLORID. 


Tallahassee .... 
St. Augustine... 


Treastry Department, General Land Office, 


Stafement of public lands sold, of cash and scrip recerved in payment therefor. of incidental erpenses and 
payments into the Treasury on account of public lands, during the ist, 2d, and 3d quarters of the year 183 


Land offices. 


OHIO. 


ee eeeeee 


Zanesville. ...eeseees 
Steubenville ...-.... 
Chillicothe.. 
Cincinnati 
Wooster .- 
Wapaghkonetta ..... 


peewee erre 


eee wee eee 


Bucyrus .---.eeeeeee 


Total for the State. 


A. 


A.—E-rhibit of the periods, &e, 


PUBLI 


Monthly r 


Period to which 
rendered by re- 


gister. 


pie October 
ee October 


ee October 


.. September 


de October 
ee October 


September ; 


ive September =< { ae 


..-| No returns. 


Lands sold, after deduct- 


ing erroneous entries. 


Acres. 


9,359.63 


24,706.79 


3,008.99 
16,054.92 


17.617.64 





INDIANA. 


Jeffersonville...e++.. 
Vincennes. ...-.eee.. 
Indianapolis. .......- 
Crawfordsville ....++- 
Fort Wayne. ose sere 


Tie PAE <n 0c see ses 


50,752.30 


40,482.09 


126,717.78 


91,744.92 
60,826.75 


57,251.90 


Purchase 


money. 


$11,698 28 
30,883 48 

3,761 24 
20,068 58 
22,022 05 
9,459 66 
104,419 O01 


232,445 78 


am 


Amount re- 
eeived in 


cash. 


$11,698 28 
4,201 45 
3,328 82 

11,974 01 

17,804 96 
9,289 56 

88.058 04 


193,923 05 


C LANI 





eturns. 


Period to which 


rendered 
ceiver, 


Oct her 
October 
October 


September 
October 
October 


September 


September 


Nove mober 29, 


Amount received in scrip. 


Forfeited 
land stock. 


$735 94 
82 49 
141 24 


70 10 


1,101 60 





y 


Admitted 
ance of 
in the hands of 
receivers, 
last 


by re- 


—Continued. 


bal- 


cash 


Period 
the 4 
quarte 

per 

monthly 


account. 


(ieumstseeesssans| DOptember 


[No. 1260, 


counts 
been rendered, 






—$—$__ 




















es 


to which 


“CCCI Vers? 


rly ac- 
have 


» 

1 eae - 

Bl...) $15,119 84 | September + 30, 

Ss. 2,742 63 September — 30, 

20... 1,731 29 September — 30, 

ae &,136 76 September — 30, 

Sl... 530 48 September — 30, 

le 3,362 69 September — 30, ; 
oy | 1,302 49 June 30 


ELIJAH HAYWARD, Comaiissioner. 


Military 


land scrip. 


$12,916 09 
49 93 
7,953 33 
100 00 
100 00 
15,092 28* 


37,421 13 


oe eeseeerereer eee 


Aggregate Amount of 


receipts. ' incidental 
expenses. 
| 
| 
$11,698 28 | $1,045 58 
30,883 48 1,552 42 
3,761 24 954 19 
20.068 58 1,387 88 
22,022 05 2,244 46 | 
9,459 66 1,081 83 
104,419 OL 4,404 78* 


232,445 78 3,397 04 


- 


ee 
a 2 
a "© 
- 5 . 
sce Os 
m= oo Mn 
— » , 
=~ mo ® 
ot a 
Se Ss 8 «a 
— nn = 
- 6.4 2 
e a = 
— i a es 
Bg 3S 
a SM 
—_' = v. 


3,415 22 
24,920 75 
10,022 91 
85.596 “ 3 

7 


t 
199,919 § 





50.602 89 
158,396 82 
114,681 06 

76,033 58 


71,539 88 





$54,808 06 
19,985 S7 
123.636 68 


114,481 06 


SisBov 1% 
21,281 32 
592 02 


100 01 


$7,326 20 


lec 
25 00 
34,760 14 
200 00 


1,058 33 


$434,758 0S $19,068 68 


| $352,473 59 





$63,415 58 


50,602 89 


$3,303 04 
2,835 24 
158,396 82 


»847 66 
114,651 06 1 


Zz 
4 
4 10 
2,849 61 
2,976, 54 


71.539 SS 


$52,847 21 
61,283 14 
127,364 8 
118,161 4 
58,601 24 


65,469 16 





Total for the State. 


ILLINOIS. 


Shawnectown....ee.. 
Kaskaskia 1000 000%] 


Edwardsville ......+. 


Palestine «s< 0202200 


Springfield .......++- 


Quincy ..-eeereeeeee 


427,735.74 


6,019.32 
11,502.04 
85,153.03 
14,116.30 


13,950.95 


46,848.36 


22,790.22 


22,077.97 


ans 


$534,669 81 





$7,529 16 
14,378 51 
106,484 40 
17,659 37 
17,4838 69 
58,569 75 
28,487 77 


27,597 45 | 


$489,143 46 
$6,513 19 
14,349 64 

103.807 74 
15,919 17 
17,138 69 
50,912 36 
28,187 77 
27,397 45 





28 87 
426 66 
40 20 


160 00 


$510 83 


eee weet eres 


2,250 00 


1,700 00 
300 00 
7,497 39 
300 09 
200 00 





3954,669 S81 


$7,529 16 $965 45 
14,378 51 1,070 1 
106,484 40 3,439 86 
17,659 37 
17,438 69 


58,569 75 


1.272 


3272 4 
1,248 2 
2,200 28 
28,487 77 1,832 7 

2 


27,597 45 


1,561 


$483,727 06 





$13,650 00 
10,717 76 
98,345 00 
15,000 00 
20,963 25 

5,992 00 

9,852 57 

7,142 47 


to bo bo 


nh to 





Total for the State. 


222,458.19 


* Stock surrendered at, and incidental expenses of, this office are exhibited as a proximate estimate, as the returns were not 


received for the third quarter. 


$278,145 10 | 


Seta | 


$264,226 01 


$1,160 87 


$12,758 22 


$278,145 10 | $13,590 49 





$271,663 05 




















OPERATIONS 


B.—Statement of public lands sold—Continued. 


| 
| Lands sold, 
| ing erroneous entries. 


after deduct- | 


Amount received in scrip. 


| Amount re- | 











| Aggregate 
Land offices. | | | perOGs VOC er iis | emcee none a receipts. 
Acres. | Purchase | cash. Forfeited | Military 
| money. | land stock. | land serip. | 
! { 

MISSOURI. | | | 
St. Louis ..ss++seee+| 31,022.35 | $38,778 12 | $37,745 31 | $1,032 81 |.......66.06/ $38,778 12 
Fayette seeeeeeeeees| 26,885.40 | 33,834 07 | B3,83407 ceeeseseeee|seeeseceeeee, 33,834 07 
Palmyra seers eeeees 45,619.14 57,039 84 57,039 S4 steeeeeeeeslsoveeees ceeel 57,039 84 
Jackson sssseeeeeeee| 8,916.52 11,145 47 TUG TAG AT | vicccwe visiec's| <oceetceceece 11,145 47 
Lexington s-.eseeee+| 28,995.89 36,244 92 36,244 92 ee eed ere 36,244 92 
12. $176,009 GL $1,032 81 [vasawanenss $177,042 42 


Total for the State.) 141,439.30 S177, 042 





ALABAMA. | 
r 3¢ 935. 98 | 


6,054.88 


$11,169 47 
132,647 03 


Bi 60000] 


St. Stephen 


Cahabassseeceee sees! 10 
1 


{ 

t } 9 94 297 95 
Huntsville eal 1,457.23 | 245321 35 
neo. 9 b ep oc 

Tuscaloosa «eeees cree] 57,580.62 | (1,976 32 


| 6,446.93 
| 123,175.17 
18,331.43 
75,088.49 | 


8,175 82 
153,969 00 
33,468 03 
110,305 45 


Sparta..ceeereeeeces 
Demopolis. .+++s+eee* 
Montgomery «++eeeee | 
Mardisville ..+++-+es| 








SOS 585 OS! SESOSS 19" bicsscvcoeecs $11,169 47 
131,757 97 S89 OF |ecccscescens| 132,647 04 
23,073 31! 1,148 04 $100 00 24,321 35 
71,524 33 ROU OO acielewciesdece 71,976 32 
SENTHP EA. | cieies cleleissiewi| wocciaesetoane 8,175 82 
152,432 50 | 1,586 50 |............| 153,969 00 
33,468 03 Cee ue duc. 33,468 ( 


| | 








Total for the State., 414,070.73 | $546,032 48 
MISSISSIPPI. | | 
Washington «+++ +++e) 18,262.18 | $22,842 16 
Augusta ss essere cree! rau 0.95 28,288 26 
Mount Salus ...-----, 194,074.15 242,601 87 
Columbus . +--+ ese! 09,954. 62 124,943 29 
Chocehuma ..-eeeee+| 26,104.95 32,666 76 | 





OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICR. 





Or 





im aX aan para 7 
[a 2s 
[oer @& 
|} oso 
is & _ 
Amount of | £ & 3 x 
ae joo: wo 
incidental | -= 2B Pm 
; | mab 8S 
expenses. | 5° 3 5 53 
i ~ @ 2 2, 
| 3g a 5 o 
i< wm 
| 
eer, 
| 
| 
| 


$1 


1, 
2, 
1, 


5606 40 | $43,859 69 
592 23} 25,105 00 
137 37 | 55,985 22 


049 87} 9,500 








1,882 50 34,270 23 
$8,268 39 | $168,720 14 


$1 


1 


4, 
3002 94 | 
4, 


9 
“ 


,143 94 | 
3,848 35 
(2 


2, 


$19,159 95 
125,398 71 
27,175 
77,300 

1,883 - 
141,706 
16,600 
87,922 


727 00 | 
692 53 
856 93 | 
651 85 


043 65 | 














109,880 85 424 60 |...ccceseeee| 110,305 45 
$539,898 49 | $6,053 99 | $100 00 | $546,032 48 


| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
j 
| 
| 





Total for the State. 361,026.85 | $451 9342 | 3 





LOUISIANA. 

2,349.69 
10,157.02 | 
39,534.97 


1,066.63 


$3,937 13 
12,696 27 
51,018 46 
1,333 28 


New Orleans .-eeeees! 


Opelousas .eseeee ves | 


Ouachita ... | 
St. IHelena...-.e sees 


$10,967 





19 | $507,145 











| 
| 
| 
| 


























$22,197 17 | $044 99 |............| $22,842 16} $1,359 60 | $23,154 92 
28,288 DG | sielerelereineiscrs Sieiecekeissa/evareiine 28,288 26 1,698 62 33,940 00 
240,556 95 | 141 59 | $1,903 33 | 242,601 87 | 9,834 61) 411,753 19 
124,943 29 |eceececeses|sccecesseeee| 124,943 29] 3,372 80 238,839 88 
32,666 76 CUT COrT! NO aa 32,666 76 1,964 97 42,603 75 
S118, 652 43 | $786 58 | $1,903 33 | S451,: 342 34 $18,230 60 | $750,291 67 
| : 

$2,937 13 |eseerseeveslesccesceeees| $2,937 13 | $1,157 01 
12,615 77 | $80 50]..........06| 12,696 27 1,061 40 $12,621 07 
51,018 46 | seeeeeeeee/secceeeeeees) 51,018 46 | 2,405 75 | 48,606 51 
1jBES BG | easeesvesssl acvecasccal  1,80830 804 90 800 00 





53.168 


sD | 


$67,985 14 


Total for the State. 











$67,904 $67,985 14 





SSS ee hs SL per ater ee oe 
$112,874 97 $160 00 | $10,808 33 | $123,843 30 
102,387 54 [ereeseccccelssccccccecs| 102,387 54 
200,235 74 seeeeeeeeee) 13,483 32 | 213,719 06 











MICHIGAN. | 
Detroit ...ess+.eeee+| 99,065.97 | $123,843 30 
Wh.Pig.Pr.& Bronson 81,910.07 102,387 54 
MUGHLOR ieee coereces| LMOSOTOeZS 213,719 06 

Total for Territory .| 351,951.52 3439, 949 90 
ARKANSAS. 
Batesville. ..ccese cece] Vsboue2o 9.540 28 
Little Rock ....e.+2+, 25,086.11 31,357 64 | 
Washington ...eeeee6| 7,956.45 9,945 55 
Fayetteville ...+.... 6,552.78 8,190 97 








$415,498 25 $160 00 | $24,291 65 $439, 949 90 
SISSLOH LG, | se sisieiei cre sieie| oie sreeravieleeic $9,540 28 
31,357 G4 |eceecccesee|.cccecececee| 31,357 64 
i DED a ils cies clearness = | .¢ a aielerceieieias 9,945 55 
San Oe haccsec clic sol mame aee toaas 8,190 97 





> 


471520724 


O9,054 44 


Total for Territory . 


FLORIDA. 


6,109.04 | $7,636 3 


Tallahassce ...seccee 


St. Augustine ....... 





4 44 


£59,063 


$59,034 44 


es 











| 
| 


$7,636 60 $7,636 30 


CC ROOH COCO e) CO OO one 868816006 Bese eee el EC 





$5, 





429 06 $62,027 58 





bie 


2 
Os 


316 85 
390 46 
5,474 35 


$109,558 12 
108,419 43 
196,000 00 





1, 
1, 
1, 


2,181 66 


$408.977 55 





08 | $23,610 00 


959 65 | 27,709 36 
143 08 5,200 00 
386 3 6,825 00 








12 $63,344 36 





$981 
130 48 | 


* 
$8,104 98 


9 
53 











Total for Territory . 6, 109. 4 $7,636 30 coscleccccccccccs 37,636 30 $1, 112 01 $8,104 98 
Grand total «o.>>«>|2 237 2931.: $2,996.596 01 | $2.821.291 78 $19,065 27 | $156,238 95 | $2.996.596 OL $115.79 79 $3, 076.475 50 


} 
i \ 


TreAsuRy DepArtTMENT, General Land Office, November 29, 1 


8: 


ELIJAW WAYWARD, Commissioner. 
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C. 





LANDS. [No. 1260, 


aay 


Statement showing the amount of forfeited land stock issued and surrendered at the United States land Offices 


to the 30th of September, 1834; also the amount of military land scrip surrendered to the same period 


Forfeited land stock. 














Military land scrip, 


Land offices. Total amount is- | Total amount s- | Total amount. sur. 
sued at the land rendered at the | rendered at the 
offices to the 30th | land offices to the land offices to the 
September, 1834. | 30th Sept., 1834. | 80th Sept., 1834. 

PUREE IMIG. sb 6xcsvencecendusssosens $5,370 93 $5,485 91 | 624 95 
Zanesville, Ohio.......... vrertrrrT re 23,891 72 | 42,339 11 212,072 62 
UCNVIIEG, SPUN oo dc ee vecaccsseness 48,103 74 29,837 57 1,599 93 
Chrllicothe, Dhio. ...00 00000000. Eaeeieasea 51,007 77 | 27,048 41 75,836 6] 
EE SIR Ch hb keh ede eee oes oo sd 132,418 71 123,093 71 | 10,204 93 
Wooster, Ohio........ [eesee ea ee abe alors 11,978 39 15,170 72 | 1,700 00 
Wapaghkonetta, Ohio... . ce. eee eee eee ee eesee Kieenenel 9,905 32 | 50,175 55 
Bucyrus, Ohio. .....ccsscccvcsccccvscciesecsssssesvcesece 22,105 84 71,646 93 

Total for the State......csceseeees| $272,771 26 | $275,286 59 $423,860 82 






































Jeffersonville, Indiana..... TTT TT Teer ee $28,261 03 $33,989 88 $49,810 93 
Wancennes- Midian... 2s sassewsiedwes css 39,405 33 26,384 72 | 1,175 00 
indiaaapolia, Indiana. .....2.5560..260- (Mocgen taeesewews 3,122 06 | 291,661 11 
Cr, SR cc knees ken eeball Ob Soedaceceeeee we 4,588 38 | 72,978 93 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.......... yesewnedion Kiva eeneewawned 148 O01 8,556 &8 
Lam Porte, Indiana... .....ccccsescseseolescescecsecsscasena| 200 00 308 33 

Total fot the Bibles. b.0csisccscass| $67,666 36 | $68,433 05 $424,491 18 
Shawneetown, Illinois........eeeeeeee8! $24,485 28 | $17,151 87 | $1,485 83 
Raskaiskta: Wimois. ....s.s055 506% 00 At 10,002 21 4,198 75 | 625 00 
Bdwardeville, Miinois. «205. s06060.0.00. 10,114 64 | 11,303 15 35,970 69 
Vandalia, Illinois....... Se: SEES eS, CP ee ee eee, | 2,285 10 13,001 99 
Palestine, Hlinois..... ee hess alieste nee Se ears 642 05 1,350 00 
Springfield, Illinois...........6. Sse Rie te tin tora teehee pees 3,109 O1 51,362 03 
Danville: Tilinois........<. SA ee Ee Car CV-EPREASAD CENCE eda ime eebenese vel T,387 50 
Dairy, TUINGIE so. 5 oo csdcceeesasccsnsloss Peieeiecieee wiaeisi betas seine Ree ais eres 963 44 

Pater Bor Gee BiG ss koe hick secwess $44,602 13 $38,689 93 $112,146 48 


















































ge ee ee, eee Te rn $6,297 41 $6,972 53 
Fagetic, Missouti. oo co6ssccccce cesses 12,297 16 11,267 14 
Palmyra, Missouri... 2.02 cccsscesccccec|sssscecesees etek ines 2,628 24 
PO, PROG 6.5606 6556 KK woes sage H0005% eT eee er 
Lexington, Missouri........... x radeon is] esa eee ISSR OE EOS OK 147 27 
ee Ee eee ee $18,594 57 $21,015 18 
St. Stephen’s, Alabama..............++ $51,318 75 $35,392 50 
(Calinta ANAMAINA....ss06seseue sae aen.e 36,282 57 48,891 82 
HMuantswalie. Alabama. . ..2.545.6«0.0%d4 61,121 64 49,160 82 $100 00 
Mis Calbosd, AIANAMNA. .oioosssGS<uc ca clowrs Sieve ese ee ee Ae 10,503 10 
Sparta, Alabama.......... rere eee re et ee (etkennee ses 1,026 20 
PROMNNNTIS, ATRUGIUD «5.56 o h06 5s 50sesles a ey ee satan Ne ke 2,239 76 
Montgomery, Alabama.....ceeeeeeeee Sieks PO a isisis ek ey sabiss sie b Stes es SR Oe ee 
PEMISUIUE, RIBUOMERs 6.5685 686i os vaees vere ee errr 424 60 
Tote Got Chit BIA a bk chi Soe Kew $148,722 96 $147,638 80 $100 00 
Washingion, Mississippi... .. See Kee Kees $59,621 76 $33,034 48 
Augusta, Mississippi....... an eee eee Span eae ee eee fe ees a PN tS ez ao eco Fa mre 
N,N 6 SEHK 6 avcclo oes seen ewes pi Siecle 24,050 64 $1,903 33 
Columbus, Mississippi.... Libieusieiw etalon bie eusbe bs Masieebe & Set ae bs dant ee 
COREA, TRARSINEIID 6 ids bois owns son's co usen ce oes eeceeeies TT eT eT Tee 
Dotal for the Bite. is sccsccsccese. $59,621 76 $57,085 12 $1,903 33 







































1834] OPERATIONS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICR, 





C.—Statement of forfeited land stock—Continued. 


—$$_——— | 











| 
| I. rfeited land stock. M.litary land scrip. 
} =" + 
Land offices. | Total amount is- | Total amount sur- | Total amount sur- 

| sued at the land | rendered at the | rendered at the 
| offices to the 80th | land offices to the | land offices to the 
| September, 1834. | 30th Sept., 1834. 30th Sept., 1834. 
| a 

New Orleans, TjOWISIANIA ...2 sec. is a ane Coe eee eer er eee a Ce ce ee ee 

Opelousas, ee ee eee | *$3,291 28 | $3,089 15 

Washita, MeO URS TRING Uis oss felorteve So! ouselsne renee ie a ca al ale 

St, Helena, SEI ERSU UD Uo 'o vote exe. ow foe aio okail lw bielene econo ceietehecersteus tite cece eee eeeeee 








Oe $3,291 28 | $3,089 15 | 
| 
| 


{ 


Si MM iecieseccccssapss.| Ors $10,290 03 25,374 99 




















White Pigeon Prairie and Bronson, Mich.'.....ceeceeee eens | 16 00 6,600 00 
Monroe, BACHIGMA, 5 0 oss sc ceieeceseeeses i i i ie i i ra a 13,883 32 

Total for the Territory........... | $1,101 59 | $10,306 03 $45,858 31 
Batesville, (or ee keg a eee 


Little Rock, Arkansas... ....cccescccccclescccccvcccccscses| 
‘Washington, Arkansas... ..cccccccsccclescscccccscssesees 


| 


. 
eee ee eer ee eeeeees 
































Fayetteville, BMT ASRS Oo sees vs Coe sao eh ie Oe as eer ae aw Cne Ol ooo ers arlarete rs hols seeeee! 
; oe | | 
Total Sor The TOPO os vce s cscs celevecaieewesess ee TET CRE VT OCCT E TORE | 
Tallshansee, FPIGWIGG sos occ ccsccccs ccc. E sierhcaaienceniniee $11,200 00 
Ri, Ampeating, PIG. 6650s ccsciscccslevene ces Steet eee tence eee eee een eee! 
| > 
eg Se re ee ere rrr $11,200 00 | 
| | 
Grand total of stock issued at the land, | 
Pn a eee ee reer $616,371 91 Server re rer eT eee 
Add amount of stock issued at the Treasu- | 
ry, under the fourth section of the act) 
of the 23d of May, 1828, for moneys for- | 
feited (on lands sold at New York in | 
1787) by Edgar and Macomb..... re 29,782 75 eT eer ere Terre 
| 
NpPrCGRE.. cccvecccccevccsceves| $080,160 66 | $632,743 85 $1,008,360 12 








ELIJAT HAYWARD, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
Treascry Department, General Land Office, November 29, 1834. 





D. 


Statement exhibiting the number of each description of warrants which has been satisfied with serip; the 
quantity of land for which scrip has been issued; the amount thereof in money at one dollar twenty-five 
cents per acre, with their several tolals, together with the whole number of certificates of scrip issued under 
the provisions of the acts of the 30th May, 1830, 13th of July, 1832, and 2d of March, 1833, up to the 
15th of November, 1834. 


Number of war- | Quantity of land Amount in money. Total number of 


| 
{ 
( 
| 
| 





Description of warrants. rants. in warrants. certificates is- 
sued, 
Virginia State line and navy... 564 | 525,502 $656,877 50 6,850 
Virginia continental line....... 332 | 271,318 339,147 50 3,958 
Wanted BIBS: ooces vas eveeees 648 97,750 22,18 


7 50 | 1,641 


nr 1,544 | 894,570 | $1,118,212 50 | 12,049 


ELIJAH HAYWARD, Commissioner. 








GeneraL Lanp Orrice, November 29, 1834. 
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328 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1269 


GevxeraL Lanp Orrice, November 29, 1834 
Sir: T have the honor to transmit, herewith, in duplicate, the usual statements of the Operations of 
the land districts, annually rendered to Congress, viz: That marked A, is a statement of public land sold. 
of cash and scrip received in payment therefor; of incidental expenses and payments into the treasury 
on account of public lands, during the year ending 31st December, 1833. . 
That marked B, is a statement containing similar information for the first, second, and third quarters 
of the year 1834. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
ELISA WAYWARD, 
Ion. Levr Woopsvry, Seerctary of the Treasury. 


Slatement of public lands sold, of cash and scrip received in payment therefor, of incidental expenses, and 
payments into the Treasury on account of public lands, during the year ending 81st December, 1833. 








| Lands sold after deducting Amount received in PS - 4 
erroneous entrics. scrip. = E ” 
Amount re- Aggregate | Amount of |.£ & 9° 
Land offices. Sas | ra ceived inj =~ | receipts. | incidental = = b 33 
Acres. Purchase cash. | Forfeited Military | expenses. - aan 
money. | “land stock. land serip. E = ie ~y 
| <q FR aw 
| | | 
Marietta, Ohid..s+e+eeeeeees) 27,285.60 $34,107 10 $33,810 97 $196 13 $100 00) $34,107 10° $1,912 58 $37,530 10 
Zanesville, Ohio. seeeeeeeeees! 76,969.83 95,460 10 26,433 47° 3,397 59 65,629 04| 95,460 10 3,158 07 15,938 70 
Steubenville, Ohio. ...-++ eee 7,954.54 9,918 16 8,164 97 453 19 1,300 00) 9,918 16 1,498 04 9,823 62 
Chillicothe, Ohio.....+.e+++-) 46,607.29 58,433 94 23,476 97 570 55 34,386 42} 58,433 94 2,342 39 19,400 00 
Cincinnati, Ohio. .oeeesee ees 25,708.63 31,976 73 26,211 73 4,478 00 1,287 00 31,976 73 3,065 69 23,245 03 
Wooster, Ohio. ..+-++eeeeeeee| 27,886.78 34,872 39 33,339 29 983 10 550 00; 34,872 39 91,900 88 29,271 58 
Piqua and Wapaghkonetta, | | 
Ohio ..ccesccevcccccsccoess 99,793.68 128,481 35 89,622 26, 1,346 04 37,513 05 128,481 35 3,985 95 91,050 00 
Bucyrus, Ohio. ..s+eeeeeeeee+) 240,007.15 299,176 32 270,423 28 499 71 28,253 83) 299,176 32 7,224 99 249,553 79 





Total for the State....---/ 551,153.59 $692,426 0G $511,482 94311,924 31 169,018 84 $692,426 09 $475,812 §2 














Jeffersonville, Indiana....-.- 63,987.06 $79,984 21, $60,087 37 $3,609 51$16,287 33) $79,984 21 $2,751 51 $57,390 12 
Vincennes, Indiana ......e+6- 66,832.94 83,545 43 79,495 17, 3,450 26 600 00 83.545 43 3,289 27. 74,529 39 
Indianapolis, Indiana......+-) 185,965.06 232,581 07 129,653 55 160 00102,767 52 232,581 07 5,154 02 103,159 04 
Crawfordsville, Indiana..--++) 150,912.32 188,640 39, 170,032 38 79 07 18,528 94, 188,640 39 6,843 53 147,837 53 
Fort Wayne, Indiana.......-| 62,612.74 78,270 72 73,404 72 16 00. 4,850 00 78,270 72 2,840 96 58,847 74 
La Porte, Indiana. ......eee 24,571.66 30,500 58 BU,875S 5S eeeees rr 125 00 30.500 58 1,404 84 18,076 00 








$22,284 16 $459,839 82 








Total for the State ...--- 554,681.78 $693,522 40 $543,048 77 87.314 84 143,158 79 








Shawneetown, Illinois ....+-- 28,936.30 $36,170 39 $34,047 11. $2,073 28 $50 00 $36,170 39 $1,823 58 $26,613 00 
Kaskaskia, Illinois ........+- 29,235.00 36,544 40 36,290 40 52 00 sins sa0ieslo> 36,544 40 1,803 53 36,231 89 
Edwardsville, Illinois ....++- 92,261.07' 115,327 18 106,755 79 671 39; 7,900 00} 115,327 18 3,097 26, 106,725 94 
Vandalia, Illinois ........+.- 21,615.84 24,119 79 25249) 10) 000000 enise 900 00 245119 79 1,563 88 15,208 91 
Palestine, Illinois..........- 22,043.90 27,554 87 27,529 87 Leviuvisiet 25 00 27,554 87 1,687 50) 25,202 92 
Springfield, Ilinois........-. 109,642.25, 186,893 40, 119,581 33 ....++..6-) 17,312 07 186,893 40 4,478 17; 114,521 80 
Danville, Ilinois.........ee. 26,901.38 33,626 72 28,489 22 .eeecceess| 5,137 50 33,626 72 1,750 12) 16,605 60 
Quincy, Illinois ....+seeeeees 29,604.77; 37,005 95: 36,242 51) ..ceeeceee 763 44 = 37,005 95 =-1,850 10 33,028 45 








Total for the State....... 360,240.51) $450,242 70) $415,156 02 $2,998 67 $32,088 01 $450,242 70 $18,034 14 $374,138 51 














St. Louis, Missouri.........- 43,026.22, $53,783 17; $53,783 17)....0. cece) seeceeeees| $53,783 17 $2,060 48 $57,367 00 
Fayette, Missouri .......++++ 54,845.10 68,555 85 68,454 65 S99 20 .oceceeeee 68,503 85 38,217 26 91,322 82 
Palmyra, Missouri. .o...eees 61.685. 04 90.727 16 DO evor AB esenuodeanl Meeweea eet 90,727 16 3,007 71 $4,392 20 
Jackson, Missouri. ......ee+s 19,448.53 24.510 4! oy Wy} | a LORS errr se een ere Poe ier 24,310 49 1,766 16 25,000 00 
Lexington, Missouri.........- 47,282.79 59,147 91 59,147 OL) once sees | cases acini 59,147 91 3,256 04 76,768 00 

Total for the State......-| 226,285.68) $296,522 5s) $296,423 38 $99 20 ...000ceee; $296,522 58 $13,287 65 $334,860 02 














St. Stephen’s, Alabama...... 36,958.42 $46.210 16) $43,924 21 $2,285 98)...cece-e+| $46,210 19 $2,250 11 $54,113 63 
Cahaba, Alabama..........-/ 204,169.82) 256,900 73] 252,659 60 4,241 13!..........| 256,900 73 7,161 98 260,562 27 
I[untsville, Alabama .......- 51,479.19 64,302 31) 50,228 26) 14,074 04)....cccee- 64,302 30 3,170 53 49,483 40 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama ....... 77,260.53 96,591 01) 96,510 94 BOWS) n<2c0s wake 96,591 01 3,213 73 83,500 00 
Sparta, Alabama.......e..e- 6,626.60 8.283: 3: 8,283 5) ee ere ocak keeeie 8,283 23 1,168 00 4,182 13 
Demopolis, Alabama....+.... 74,825.16 93,531 44 92,828 18 103 26 ...eeeeeee! 93,531 44 2,937 74 79,881 11 

Total for the State ......| 451,319.73) $565,818 9(| $544,434 42,521,384 48 ..........) $555,818 90 $19,902 09$531,722 54 
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A.—Statement of public lands sold—Continued. 














vS OF THE GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 














Mount 


Chocehuma, Mississippi ------ 


New Orleans, Louisiana...+-- 
Opelousas, Louisiana ...eeces 





Ouachita, Louisiana ...++.... 








St. Helena, Louisiana........ 


Detroit, 
White Pigeon Prairie, 


Monroe, 












































Sad . 
Lands sold after deducting Amount re- | Amount received in Aggregate | Amount of ir = 3 
. . . | _ = 
| . erroneous entries. ecived in scrip. | receipts. incidental | = = A 
| - | 

= cash. | — | z& Ss 
Land offices. a | CRPONBCH SS sa as 
| je | | aS Ss » oF 
Acres. Purchase | Forfeited | Military | | 235 
money. land stock. land serip.| gEa8 
Washington, Mississippi--+-++- 56,671.30 $70,845 84 $68,478 61) $2,367 23 ......006-) $70,845 84 $2,434 27) $61,200 00 
Augusta, Mississippi. .++eeee- 34,145.40 43,216 11 MELLO WE Sarsere: .ecwilseieeeieiecee 43,216 11 2,308 00) 25,800 00 
Salus, Mississippi.----) 582,552.70 730,683 18 730.205 68, ATT 50)..seeee0s-| 730,683 18 6,652 20) 517,012 66 

| | 
Columbus, Mississippi++++ e+e) 208,642.60 330,149 76 330,149 TG) ceeeee cece seceeeeeee! 330,149 76) 7,486 58 219,840 40 
239,482.97 356,495 42, 358,495 42 eee secre: ceeeseeeee| 356,495 42, 7,072 83. 329,201 77 
Total for the State...+-+- 1,121,494.97 $1.531.590 31 $1,528.545 58 $2,844 73 ......06- $1.531.390 31 $25,953 93 1,153.054 83 
_ ee —————S=———=_|» OOo o_o -—== = 
| | | 

siteeaeeeeee) ceneeseeees concer eeaeeeliseceteceelesceeseselecesceseeeee! S417 12) $1,042 50 
22,000.32 $27,500 38, $27,111 76] $388 62'.......... $27,500 38] 1,831 92; 19,250 00 
| 63,717.33 79,654 55 79,654 55) seeeee sees ceeeeeeeee 79,654 55| 3,293 951 82,754 90 
3,723.53 4,654 41 BSCOE TAN one s:0 abel c a seveanerees 4,654 41! 1,034 87 4,970 69 
Total for the State ......| 89,441.18 SL11,809 3: $111,420 72) $388 62.......... $111,809 34) $6,507 86 $108,018 09 
Michigan.....+-++++) 170,743.76 $213,439 77 $198,597 41} $275 70 314,566 66 $213,439 77° $5,501 768 $392,910 34 
Mich.. 95,980.25) 123,465 25) 116,865 25)... ccceee| 6,600 00 123,465 25 4,486 24 103,062 4° 
Michigan. ..eseeeee+) 181,056.16 226,359 $0) 225,959 90)....05 eee! 400 00 226,359 90 5,776 77 205,300 00 
Total for the Territory...) 447,780.17 Sat 63, 264 92 S041, 422 56, | $275 703 S21, 566 66 $563,264 92 $15,764 77 $501,272 79 


Batesville, Arkansas.....eee. 
Little Rock, Arkansas. ......) 
Washington, Arkansas....... 

Fayetteville, Arkansas ......! 


Total for the Territory... 


Tallahassee, Florida. ...+.ee- 





St. Augustine. ......seeeeoee 





“ 

































































Total for the Territory... 


Grand TOtAl 6 < viv sss 00 000 


Treasury Department, General Land Office, November 29, 


States and Territories. 





State of Illinois, 

















, ' 
22,895.19 $28,618 98 $28,618 G8..++-+seee/eeceeeeees $28,618 98 $1,717 83) $10,284 27 
8,513.11) 10,641 54 10,641 54).seeeeeeee| ceceeeeee 10,641 54. 1,328 78 2,460 00 
7,144.10 8,930 12 ae Oe are 8,930 12, 1,132 24/ 5,370 00 
3,307.03 4,133 78 APS SET Gia calc MG) ierciets. cara 4,133 78 AYE DN eo och. aware 
41,859.43 52,824 42, $52,324 42)... .eeeeeleeeeeeeees $52,324 42 $4,613 12 $18,114 27 

—- —+~ i ian a 

11,810.27 $14,762 87 $14,762 87)....eessesleceeeeeees $14,762 87/ $1,276 54 $10,760 27 
160.25 200 31 eg) CCT, Tee 200 31 555 48 87 59 

| 
11,970.52 $14,963 strsereees $14,963 18) $1,832 02 $10,847 86 
png er ee fa > = = pn ——_ | eae Eee oa a | 
‘. 856,227.56 $4.972 284 84 84.559. 221 res 55/365,832 30 $4.972.284 84 $153,268 33 3,967,681 55 

ne | 


the year ending Deve mber 31, 183: 
into the Treasury on account f public lands during those periods. 


Stateiot Ohios tor 1883 .066008s0 ese 
State of Indiana, for 1833 ......ssese00 
POP Was osesg eso eewel 
State of Missouri, for 1833....+..++ e006! 
State of Alabama, for 1833.... esse eee 


183: 


B. 


1834. 





ELIJAH HAYWARD, Commissioner. 


| 
Lands sold after deducting Amount re- | Amount received in 


| erroneous entries. j 


| Aercs. 


| money 


| 
| 


State of Mississippi, for 1833 .......+--/1,121,494.97/1,53 


State of Louisiana, for 1833 ......0.00- | 
Territory of Michigan, for 1833 ......+¢! 
Territory of Arkansas, for 1833 ..6+..66 
Territory of Florida, for 1833 .......... 


i 
Purchase | 


| 


ceived in | 


eash. 


| 


land stock. 


scrip. 


Forfeited | Military 
land scrip. 





Exhibit of the operations of the land office s of the United States in the several States and Territories, during 
3; the first, second, and third quarters of 1834; and of payments made 


| 
Aggregate Amount paid 


receipts. 


| into the 
| Treasury. 
| 
| 





5°1,158.59 $692,426 09 $511,482 94 $11,924 31$169,018 84 $692,426 09 $475,812 82 
554,681.78 693,522 40 543,048 77) 7,314 84 143,158 79} 693,522 40) 459,839 82 
360,240.51) 450,242 70 415,156 02) 2,998 67 32,088 01] 450,242 70 374,138 51 
226,285.68! 296,522 58, 296,423 38 99 20 seceveseeee| 296,522 58; 334,860 02 
451,319.73; 565,818 90) 544,434 42) 21,384 48 ...... uesiell 565,818 90 531,722 54 

9390 311,528,545 58] 2,844 73 .see.eeeeee/1,531,390 311,153,054 83 
89,441.18 111,809 34 111,420 72 388 62 ..+-.+.ee0-) 111,809 34 108,018 09 
447,780.17, 563,264 92 541,422 56 275 70' 21,566 66) 563,264 92) 501,272 79 
41,859.43) 52,324 42! 52,324 42)...ccecccelecscsccccee| 52,324 42) 18,114 27 
11,970.52 14,963 18 J4596S 18} ...0 ccccee seseereeeee| 14,963 18 10,847 86 





WOU COP UGoo: 6 vk 6 oases ew esienies estas 856,227.56 34.97 


VOL, 


vVili——-42 F 


4 


2.28 


84 34. 559. 221 


99 $47,230 55 $5 $365, 8: 32 3 


30) 84,97 72,284 


84 $3.967.681 55 
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PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1961, 





B.—Erhibit of the operations of the land offices—Continued. 





| Sa 
Lands sold after deducting Amount re- | Amount receivedin | Aggregate ‘Amount paid 
erroneous entries. ceived in scrip. | receipts. | into the 
States and Territories. SS cash. a | treasury, 
| Aeres. Purchase | Forfeited | Military | 
money. | land stock. landscrip. | 
| | 
Saree eee eee eee 5 Sa Pe ee ee ee (ne y ae 
State of Ohio, for the Ist, 2d, and 3d 


quarters of I1834...+s.seseceeeeeeeee 347,804.30 $434,758 08 $353,288 15, $7,837 17 $73,632 76 $434,758 08 $352,473 59 


State of Indiana, for the Ist, 2d, and 3d | | 

quarters of 1834...+..+.seeee coves 427,735.74 534,669 81 489,143 46, 1,978 35 43,553 00 534,669 81 483,727 06 
State of Illinois, for the Ist, 2d, and 3d | | 

quarters of 1834...+-eeeeseeeceeeeee, 222,458.19 278,145 10 264,226 01) 1,160 87, 12,758 22 278,145 10 271,663 05 
State of Missouri, for the Ist, 2d, and 5d | | | 

quarters of 1834.....+0-eeee8 eooeee 141,439.30 177,042 42 176,009 61, 1,032 81 teeeeceeees 177,042 42 168,720 14 


State of Alabama, for the Ist, 2d, and 


3d quarters of 1834....+e+ee-seeeeee 414,070.73 546,032 48 539,898 49 6,033 99 100 00 546,082 48 507,145 59 
State of Mississippi, for the Ist, 2d, and | 

3d quarters of 1834 .....66. seveceees 361,026.85 451,342 34 448,652 43, 786 58, 1,903 33, 451,342 34 750,291 67 
State of Louisiana, for the Ist, 2d, and 

3d quarters Of 1834 ....eceeeeeee eres 53,108.31 67,985 14 67,904 64 BORED cuwarascwes 67,985 14. 62,027 58 
Territory of Michigan, for the Ist, 2d, | 

and 3d quarters of 1834 ...-eseeeeee+s 351,951.32 439,949 90 415,498 25 160 00 24,291 65 439,949 90 408,977 55 
Territory of Arkansas, for the Ist, 2d, 

and 3d quarters of IS34 ..-++..- cccee 47,227.57 50,034 44 59,034 44:..... bieeeu lowes choses 59,034 44 63,344 36 
Territory of Florida, for the Ist, 2d, and 

3d quarters of 18354 ...+eereeeeeeeeee| 6,109.04 7,636 30 » 0, 2) i |] eet |e 7,636 30 8,104 98 





Total for ist, 2d and 3d qrs. of 1834 2,372, 931.35 $2.996.596 01 $2,821.291 78 $19,065 27 $156,238 96 $2.996.596 01 $3.076.475 50 


ELIJAH HAYWARD, Commissioner. 
Treastry DEPARTMENT, General Land Office, November 29, 1834. 





93D Concress. ] No. 1261. 


2n Session, 


CLAIMS TO LAND IN ALABAMA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 4, 1834. 


Treastry Department, December 2, 1834. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit copies of two reports by the register and receiver of the land office 
for the district of St. Stephen’s, Alabama, prepared in obedience to the third section of the act of Con- 
gress, approved 2d, March, 1829. 
I have the honor to be, respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Ion. the Sreaker of the House of Representatives. 





Laxp Orrice, St. Stephen’s, Ala., July 7, 1834. 
Sir: We have forwarded with this a special report upon the claim of the heirs of Miguel Eslava to a 
tract of land in the city of Mobile. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, JOHN B. TAZARD, Register, 
JOHN I, OWEN, Receiver. 
Hon, Exuan Uaywarn, Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


Lanp Orricr, St. Stephen's, Ala., July 3, 1834. 

The heirs of Miguel Eslava have presented a claim to a tract of land in the city of Mobile, containing 

two arpens and four toises front, by twenty-five arpens deep, founded on a French grant from Dabbadie, 
director general of Louisiana, bearing date the 27th of December, 1763, to Madam De Lusser, and 
conveyed by the attorney of the heirs of De Lusser to Miguel Eslava, on the 21st of June, 1809, which 
conveyance passed through the office of the commandant at Mobile, as appears from his certificate. This 
claim was presented to the commissioner of private land claims in 1814, the claimant stating in his appli- 
cation that the claim was founded upon a “ grant lost by time or accident;” but at the same time filing 
the original French grant to Madam De Lusser, with the conveyance to him; which appears of record, 
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In the report of the commissioner, this claim is classed as a “ grant lost by time or accident,” and there 
being no evidence adduced that the tract was inhabited and cultivated under the Spanish government, 
it was not confirmed to the claimant. ; 
The heirs of Miguel Eslava now present their claim, and desire it to be confirmed under the third 
section of the act of the 2d March, 1829, entitled, “An act confirming the reports of the register and 
receiver of the land office for the district of St. Stephen’s, and for other purposes,” having produced 
evidence of the land having been in possession of the original grantee and the present claimants from the 
year 1796 to the present time; and, also, that Miguel Eslava was a resident of that part of Louisiana 
situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and below the thirty-first degree of latitude, on the 15th 
of April, 1813, and on that day to have been in possession of the tract claimed; and that the said tract 
was in possession of Miguel Eslava and the original grantee for ten consecutive years previous to that 
day, and that it is not claimed by any other person, 
“It is therefore recommended for confirmation, 
JOUN B. HAZARD, Register. 
JOUN H. OWEN, Receiver. 





Lanp Orricr, St. Stephen’s, September 16, 1834. 
“Sir: We have forwarded with this our report No, 7, under the third section of the act of Congress of 
the 2d March, 1829. " 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, JOHN B. HAZARD, Register. 
JOUN H. OWEN, Receiver. 
’ Hon. Evan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington. 





No. 1. 


Abstract of claims to land situated east of Pearl river, west of the Perdido, and below the thirty-first degree 
of latitude, presented to the register and receiver of the land office for the district of St. Stephen's, in 
the State of Alabama, acting as commissioners under the authority of the third section of the act of Con- 
gress of the 2d March, 1829, entitled “An act confirming the reports of the register and receiver of the 
land office for the district of St. Stephen’s, in the State of Alabama, and for other purposes.” 





Original Quantity 





Nature of claim. | ‘Tract claimed. 
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Lanp Orricek, St. Stephen’s, Alabama, September 16, 1834. 
William Fisher, the original claimant, appears to have been resident of that part of Louisiana situated east of Pearl river, west of 
the Perdido, and below the thirty-first degree of latitude, on the 15th of April, 1813, and on that day, and for ten consecutive years 
previous thereto, to have been in possession of the tracts claimed; and that the said tracts are not claimed by any other person, except 
Michael ©’Connor, who claims the right of pre-emption to a part thereof, under the act of Congress of the 5th of April, 1832, and 
William D. Gager and John Street having located two floating pre-emption claims on other parts thereof, under the act of Congress of 
the 19th June, 1834. The foregoing claim is recommended for confirmation, subject to the lawful claims of the foregoing persons. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
JOHN B. HAZARD, Register. 


JOHN H. OWEN, Receiver. 
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STATEMENT OF THE AMOUNT OF LAND SCRIP ISSUED TO THE OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS 
OF THE VIRGINIA LINE, AND NAVY, AND OF THE CONTINENTAL ARMY, DURING 
THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 8, 1834. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, November 15, 1834. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate, bearing date the 16th of June last, and which is 
in the following words, viz: 

“« Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to the Senate, at its next session, 
the total quantity of certificates or scrip issued under the act entited ‘An act for the relief of certain 
officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the continental army, during the revolutionary 
war,’ and under the subsequent acts containing appropriations of land to the same object; also the 
number of certificates, the quantity in each, and to whom granted, distinguishing the line or service to 
which the officer or soldier belonged, to whom or to whose representatives the same was granted; and 
likewise the names of the several agents who presented the warrants and obtained the certificates of 
scrip, and stating the respective amounts of certificates of scrip granted on duplicate and original 
warrants. And the said Secretary is further directed to report a similar statement in respect to all 
warrants which have been filed or officially presented, but upon which certificates of scrip have not yet 
been issued,”— 

I have the honor to submit herewith, three statements, marked A, B, and C, which contain the 
information required. 

The statement A contains all the information in relation to warrants granted by the State of Virginia, 
for military services rendered in her State line and navy. 

The statement B contains all the information in relation to warrants granted by the same State, for 
military services rendered in her continental line; and 

The statement € contains all the information in relation to warrants filed or officially presented, upon 
which certificates of scrip have not yet been issued, there being no appropriation. 

No statement has been prepared as respects the warrants issued by the United States, they not 
being considered as embraced in the resolution, because the 6th section of the act of 30th May, 1830, 
provides for the satisfaction of warrants issued by the United States, without any limitation as to the 
quantity of land; and further, because the act entitled “An act for the sale of the unlocated lots in the 
fifty quarter townships in the United States military district in the State of Ohio, reserved to satisfy 
warrants granted to individuals for their military services,” approved 3d July, 1832, disposed of the land 
heretofore specially set apart for satisfying them. The number of warrants of this description, which 
have been satisfied by scrip since the 30th May, 1830, up to this day, amount to 648, embracing a 
quantity of land of 97,750 acres, which, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, amount 
to $122,187.50. 

The number of certificates issued on these warrants amount to 1,641. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


ELIJAH WAYWARD. 





Treastry Department, December 6, 1854. 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate, of the 16th of June last, directing a report from this 
department, of ‘the total quantity of certificates of scrip issued under the act entitled ‘An act for the 
relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the continental army, during 
the revolutionary war,’ and under subsequent acts, containing appropriations of land to the same object; 
also the number of certificates, the quantity in each, and to whom granted, distinguishing the line or 
service to which the officer or soldier belonged, to whom or to whose representatives the same was 
granted; and likewise the names of the several agents who presented the warrants, and obtained the 
certificates of scrip granted on duplicate and original warrants,” and directing ‘fa similar report in 
respect to all warrants which have been filed or officially presented, but upon which certificates of scrip 
have not yet been issued,”—I have the honor to transmit herewith, a report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, to whom the resolution was referred. It appears, that under the different acts on 
the subject, scrip has issued on warrants, for services in the Virginia State line, to the amount of 
525,502,585 acres, and there are filed in the oflice of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
warrants for 485,722 acres, issued for services in the revolutionary war, by the State of Virginia, and 
for satisfying which no provision has been made. 
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
fon. Martin Van Buren, Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 
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LAND SCRIP ISSUED. 


REMARKS. 


There was appropriated by the act of 30th May, 1830, for the Virginia State and Continental line 310,000 acres, viz: 
For the Continental line ... eee cece cece cece cccc cece cccncce © Seseieee 50,000 
For the State line, including the navy....... " TTT oo aiGinisinelete 260,000 





The act of 13th July, 1832, appropriated for both establishments .+.+ ssc cseeeese cece ceeeeeeeesesencs 300,000 
The act of 2d March, 1833, appropriated for the SAMs. eee sees ceeeee cece ene eree sees enee sees cseeees . 200,000 


Total appropriation...... Me ristatarae. Waiieiee KQla cere MORen sual ensiere cee seue GueeelS 810,000 
Agreeably to the foregoing statement B, scrip has been issued on warrants for the Continental line 271,318 51-100 
Agreeably to statement A, for the State line and navy ..cccreecccccccccccccccvcccccscccccccccs 529,502 61-100 


— —— 796,821 12-100 








Balanc@-+eeceeee oe . ee Cee Teer e Teese. ee RE OL UC CE Te . 13,178 88-100 


This balance is covered by warrants, but the title has not yet been completed for various causes. 


ELIJAH HAYWARD, Commissioner. 
GENERAL LAND Orrice, November 15, 1834. 
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93p Coneress. ] No. 1263. [2p Sesston. 





LIST OF THE PURCHASES OF LAND AT COLUMBUS AND CHOCCHUMA IN MISSISSIPPI 
IN 1833 AND 1834. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 15, 1834. 


GeNerAL Lanp Orrice, December 15, 1834. 


Sir: In obedience to the resolutions of the Senate of the 4th day of the present month, (but which did 
not reach this office until the 8th instant, ) directing me ‘‘ to communicate a list of the purchasers of the . 
public lands at the land offices in Columbus and Chocchuma, in the State of Mississippi, specifying the 
name of each original purchaser, and of the assignee or assignees to whom the certificate of purchase may 
have been endorsed, the quantity of land purchased by each, and the price per acre paid for each tract, 
respectively, between the first day of October, 1833, and the first day of January, 1834; and, also, the 
aggregate number of acres of the public lands offered at public sale, by the proclamation of the President 
of the United States, at each of the land offices in the State of Mississippi, from the lst of January, 1833, 
up to the present time,” I have the honor to report, that the annexed documents, marked A, B, and C, 
contain all the information which this office affords on the several subjects which the above inquiries 
appear to embrace. 

First—Document A contains a statement of the quantities of lands sold at the land office at 
Columbus, Mississippi, from the Ist day of October to the 31st day of December, inclusive; the names 
of the original purchasers and of their assignees, the quantity of land purchased by each, and the 
price per acre of each tract, respectively. 

Second—Document B contains a similar statement, in all respects, so far as relates to the land office 
at Chocchuma, in Mississippi. 

These two statements embrace the examinations and reports of about four thousand seven hundred 
and eighty-eight entries of lands sold, and two thousand one hundred and three assignments, making, in 
all, more than fifteen thousand items of information. 

Third—Document marked C exhibits the aggregate number of acres of the public lands offered 
at public sale, by proclamation of the President of the United States, at each of the land offices in the 
State of Mississippi, from the lst day of January, 1833, to the present time. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


Hon, Martin Van Buren, Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 





A. 


Statement of the quantity of land sold at the land office at Columbus, Mississippi, from the 1st October to the 
31st December, 1833, inclusive; the names of the original purchasers and of their assignees, the quantity 
of land purchased by each, and the price per acre of each tract respectively. 




















Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee. Quantity Price 
| purchased, | pr acre. 
| Acres. 
| 

oe eee re Peer NONE 20000... -cessecdosevesccoscoocccs| 39.97 $1 25 
John McGowen ...sccscsccscese! NOME ..cccccccccccccccccccccscsccesevel 39.71 1 25 
do esccccccecessee| NONE ccc cece eee c cece ccc neccccrccerees! 39.98 1 25 
PO TOM sca seviccewracces| BONG bee saveusderessesonsevvesc. creases] 39.48 1 25 
a a ee So ia Cohcr rn Uuainees etka adcins made 40.01 1 25 
George M. BeNOR 65s cascesccss| NOME 0c cccccscccvcccccccscsvcccsccees| 38.53 1 25 
Elijah Sulavan........cccsccess| NOM@ .ccccssccccccsceccevecscccccenccs! 40.00 1 25 
James  iacksinsasisceadel a ee ey ee eee eS eee ree 160,00 1 25 
James 7 ee eae NOUC cece eee ence e ence eect e eee e eee eee! 80.90 1 25 
COO iiccces) DOU ini kn dc cddneseasieesicveescaatea| 38.75 1 25 
Andrew Egger, jr.....ccsccccces| NOME ccccccccccccccvescccccccsccccese| 40.03 1 25 
OEE, SMG sc ccavieveses| BOMB ssc cesccdwessscsee seb iveeseswasel 38.08 1 25 
SS TORMNWOY, os ccesccssenc| NOM c ccs cccecessccsseceaecuwesccsest| 40.45 1 25 
Nicholas Tubb... ..ceeeeeeeee eee] NOME cece ce cece rece cece cece eee eeeeee! 40.12 1 25 
NE NS chases ccewesevea) FORD cee ncdsvecucesessweretcereenesas| 39.79 1 25 
ee NI Seardacdauaceiccce) POD ssi ¥i ve neeeeewssiaeenedscoensee et 39.95 1 25 
Pe iba skansndavvevens| NOM cocvanevsscetesseaseccecaiweenes s| 40.15 1 25 
Jesse Hilliard. .......cceeeceeee| NOM... cece cece cc ccc eer ees eee evees 80.90 1 25 
Stephen Wilson.......ccccccce.| NOME cccccccecccccscccrevecccssccscces 80.25 1 25 
WE MO esckesrvccuscs.| NOM ies cerveeeseseceeseessecceceeenees 39.53 1 25 
William Halbert.........eeeeeee| NOM coccccccccccccccerecercesccsvcens 80.06 1 25 
WOME Se, Sav sctewscsacxccd] BOM cnc ccis cee eaas sabes asses seoseeeess 39.95 1 25 
ROME BOGRCGiissciccccacess.| Nome... eer eT ee Se Te ee ee ree 39.89 1 25 
OE: SENG ho She nadia 64s] DENS ss 5osewseonerercnwe dines ene es 39.95 1 25 
DPS: Ves yewncsocs, TROP Se keke ecranssacdd cccceessanen sas 40.45 1 25 
TERE TOO cacccariscccss| ROD cei cavcewessewsecsccecvsececcacs 40.01 1 25 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


















[No. 1263. 
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ca J i i 
Jame of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee, uantity Price 
Nam 5 m “ " 
purchased. | pr acre, 
| Acres, 





























PRUNES MORINICY. . 6occrcdesevces We ute er ee rere Tree ere wna ‘ 39.95 
Joseph Blair...... eine eased ff Se CUR INeEREO NL RSACeERaseedweawnds 40.01 
eh PMN ER OUECG COG Bee ai ang sedan is 40.01 
NN so ab hho bowed | None iimaees eR whehak oc ehad sare | 40.04 
CE rer ee cess Ee EO oT Oe Re Pe 80.08 
ae rn None PCR DEE ES REER EER AOD CR REE 82.87 
W illidsn SiOWO . . occcccscocccs NG dex eee biavee AA SwReRTETOS va 40.19 
Barre? DGRODUIN... . 6650602006050 ge NER ERY Per Or ent et a aa 40.00 
do Tree var ee None Me te ee eee Oe a oe ee eee ee eee 40.05 
William Steward........ccccee. Oe Fore bew iesdytansoneweaead 39.95 
Peter R. McClanahan............ Soh Pew Daneel idx ee sunuwewud 39.79 
Nips eke tace teks None Nd Ie eee ee ae et et i ee ae he ee ae 19.76 
Solomon R. McClanahan........, Te SERN ede DES Ra weasoxiuaceeseaus 79.77 
Thomas M. Misell...........000. SENN Aki pe aie oa (ibesmiawuveud 39.89 
Willis Fl. BrewWer soc csccccccces | ON ate NWN RuARe RES Kew wo wick wanieneen | 40.07 
Robert B. Harris........... re | nS eee ig ace kts dl 39.94 
en aE Ree UR Cea he yo alo hs aoa whut 39.92 
Lucien B. Moore........... a NE NN EU dicen e ceenin wei ca'ye.c | 39.87 
Jas. Gastin Wove........<<ccess | PE UCI PETERSEAC GA Ktixe ueavurswen 40.07 
Daniel Mliver........<s00s SN ee re re ee eee 89.95 
Mb Psat seee secs beeen ee eee eee TEE Le Or | 39.16 

CN NR ao kad ee eews KKK ex | pn, BE LTO OE TT rng nan | 89.85 
Lge een eae ee ae re IRE RR GES Sa ead lea hie ak aed 89.85 
PONG WONG ss ss cecscscnivacs | PS WRC AT Ee eb asi a Siew ao da> auc 79.69 
E, L. Acu and James W. nuien LEDER REMC WE Edad awab sedan 79.50 
Benjamin Wise.....sccccseceses | None POR tED Ree ienwes x 0eeae< reewes 40.13 
Isaac ANGELrSON...0...cccsscscescs Pe ha weewbeuiss WWekdarnkkaucwors 40.06 
Stephen Cocke........ ere Tee | ee ee ee a ee 80.00 
seers eeneensay ERE TN CAS ERNA REELED ESO eR Rhea KE SeesKeReeS 203.25 

Nb lees eee e et oosee es OE PLP AERECSES GRAN Oorizeouneeund 72.00 
Walter J. Douglass............. Pe SS SORPGIDERNGES iw ke ods se dbbouen cu | 36.05 
I NE a b6 006606 06.06% 0 | POR ee a7 Fee ee ee eee ry | 78.40 
PE OUI 66465 6646004466408 ee RR ci an eneaauin Ge wired | 39.81 
| eee Tee eee ee eee ee ML iwthewwhea sk twidweawteeie rere | 83.50 
Bedben Badgers. . 2.2 s<s000es O51 Ne BA DARDER CASE ia abba See wees a | 39.73 
Se MC HURKENGV ERC Riean00dekecns oxerwce | 89.75 
James F, Steward......... re | SS REPL IRDS hw helene dh oye nd eae | 39.92 
Ce ae |  MtdDbaee at de bebe odukh wowace évneet 39.92 
ee eee | bie Re Ai Ghee dc dee vden sv eae | 39 99 
George W. C. Sanders........... i EE CEMCREE DEN EEN een owes oo bewns o ku | 99.00 
NIE oo is nase nénwsae i. RESP Creer eaneEntnnN: | 39.99 
a CIN 6 65.04 466% cess we EE RUSE PCE aii h in en ainaie wee. b aacekes | 40.35 
| re | MONO CaP Sb det abe hikOsKe oe ola OcK 30.95 
Ee | Oe S6TUC pu RR ein’ ed EN eke we wKe | 40.05 
Rees: Ti WOOO os 6K ck dcnsccs fi PGMA Reh eee ews da ska tin ree ree | 19.53 
..  \sientenkedaeas LR SOREN ERG Ree be ea wk xe whee becxs | 41.33 
Games! Butler... ......05s Rea, SUR io keke ciniGencecs ceunoesawnc | 19.75 
2 re | chee PT Te ee tees 40.06 
Er ee ere [ee MeN DEANE HORS G Rake Sed deed oNwae-e | 48.59 
Ee ee ‘ i Hee Cela eimtin ppbenedus bald eerie ewes 39.29 
William H. McReynolds......... DE MARR bE DeKKaReweR enn (eM aweKs | 40.01 
John Newton Battle...........6. oe a ee erin | 80.12 
Worsham Mann........eeee. fet NE SADC CURED GA SKKOD ona dee oee Neen | 40.35 
PT MI 55s n'd v0 00Kescaes us peers OO POTEET PPO, 80.00 
Felix A. E. Anderson............ Ne Oe rere ee te re ee ee | 40.06 
PO VOM. ved ccccccones CMMI Pe id ON we Stns rasan deseo | 39.75 
IFO TOT OT ET | Ee ne ee one ee | 78.60 
PN. coc cché ese ces ex of} MOBO ices ee ee Tee Phe e A eeKiws 80.00 
a 86xkans eR eeecukeey SEE SOG NSS CANKER AOE S KOS Kaede | 100.25 
James Jackson Boyd............ eR thh ink swiioand eadsean ee 40.00 
PN IO sn ikcbsccscnees Benet MNS Si Sce sob cinedae¥ansntrnceowecc.. | 41.32 
Allen Dowdle......... ee ee ere MI Spi DG edad ied Cpnebaw tetas yi | 40.07 
James Ellis Miller.......... Pedi E EM ith ig ax Sad addrsaacis-co@ie | 40.06 
Zechariah Payne ........<0000s. | Eh KORN ea Na WRdlace oe areeaccars | 80.03 
William Roddy Smith........... f PE UISuehud haben a Oa%. oe Keda eée me | 39.96 
Julian Hughson.............0.. | PGi e bn is cdnbas thd eadebetdedacies | 40.35 
scctstiae, ugdbsaddns og CCE REET LOTTO dh re Oe CE OT Tn ee 40.14 
RN DONGINON 66.560 kd ocnecsad cn fs Gace aati ekiciwd vadecesvees 40.17 
“ee hg | LETT CLE TT CRETE EE SUSRKd ey RENEKS EN ceut cheer EE 40.35 
NE oe ee os UE LOR bed wich ReKbUED sancn ec deecwun . 41.90 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 



















































A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee. | Quantity | Price 
| purchased. | pr acre. 
| Acres. 
| 
| 
ee ee rrr SN aia wid beeibewebasacaes | | 5 
Eldridge W. Hendley ........... EEE Ee a ema rou | e o 
ee A eee eee f Gh ance ceawaees shes ue nasa cuca | 39.95 1 95 
Abraham Howell ............ eee EG bean hae eas rh bake ReeKS cote oud | 40.03 l a 
Ween: A. COON 6a ces cccesaesas Re Re eer Pee nn ey ee ee | 39.93 ] oF 
Joseph Blair.......sssscesccees i Placita deine eeiseechawrnasas | 37 “99 ] 95 
Ce ae NR RIE a eee | 40.09 95 
Tyre H. G. Loftis.........s0000.! ENE ene ae | 39.81 i 
Andrew H. Murphy.........+.4.. | ERE ORES NEE Oe ear maaaatiaaD | 39. 87 1 23 
William Hathert .....6.606..... 3. One aaa | 79. 76 35 
ROE ars ee Sinaia ~~ Serie eenanEe | 10.03 | ~~ 
do | Nome ssssesseseeveeeeseresseeereeeeens | 40.08 |] 
Richard Gale Sanders........... None .. Sy Goe ain Saceigon | adi ; 
Thomas Jefferson Polk .......... TT 39.99 1 
Hugh Love .....ccesscccsccceee OREM Sy Gane eneenEnne | 39.95 1 
James McEiMies .. cco cccsvees he eng es ga a) 39.97 1 
Robert McK iley ....26ccccccsees ESR enna, 39. 95 1 9 
) CP ree — Se ar eRe 30.00 1 
Jacob Laughridge.......scecees | None AES eae eaenceaine oe 38.47 l 
William W. McPherson ......... | RERUN ES AS eee erin tae 40.02 1 4 
George, PN 60d 6a eKuneos | None breaks eveh eile Tole lonensiaver oleic col era eu eee Ree 80.50 3 
4 avareratia aneia ee kere tants | None etelie:fa¥sieuacoielejecereie Rievereloverktetetere srerdanwarere 80.58 8: 
GQOi  seseGanicdweriioaes | TUE sd Ak eke RAE DRED REECKERCR CRASS 80.58 12 
GO- RISE Rees ee ee ere) Cee eee 153.20 1 
a siedenerece te evewiatoloisroare | — eral eral Foor one eve nen a oui e ie en Raa ear aie Due ea ee 80.56 g 
CEO I ee | NOMC cece cece cree cece eee cere cee eeeees 80.56 1 
GO. Mebiivewkicwnseean | None erohakeusieereveievers Botha ois WA ete sae eae fe atk eter 161.12 1 
- PE CE ORC OI SERS | None SeRSileretenorouecoleienetesens PR Oe 80.56 1 
i 1 pee aeink | — Sahel ericr ee ta Soeet ofa oi aifaseusi oF SED ias's walawoueusiene Ts — Vee 
Robert J. Walker and........... | 7 — : 
nn ne | j ING ITO asa scuaice Vaio arene uote Toxo ia dia Greene a ei's wie. brh iw or | 81.23 1 
= Solara Wee beke earere ouas | NONE se eeeeee COTTER EEE CE Te 81.07 ] 
Go Kesnteredeiembrnsws | None ARENA OPS ORC AT OER CTTS CAPSTONE TCU CE 689.68 1 
GO  ##§  Guemyedicieaartan | None Sater eia aie odor ec ovreloe Zasareitat ai oe Sle hw cise 493.14 1 
ME) (‘CR nec Stone RarS | UNINC Fase ravese: oeescloterloustoredereieweabus Susvae eo eccceieiand 245.94 ] 
a  GQhepeuuivcwadws IN railed cep ao eee eae he keno 81.45 1 
Joseph R. Plummer............. Du IIa Di eID Beh aah eos ite ed | 79.26 1 
dO sawn eee eeeeee bs cence ROEM OWENS bees heke womens 162.42 1 
William W. Walton ............ (oD Ghee aie aie S a eke eke ahold 81.07 1 
Ge © 9) 0 ebpeieete Gres | None ae NS MINS Ni Fa Si eRe a We ania res Sie ave art 81 07 2 
do weet eee e ee None Rc ohewcrekavets Le Te ein Oita ave vocaNeiO Yeiley = bd ane slahes 81.07 1 
GQ Betave Seetevenns | None Recent ear ciotntaraychit sei sua eusiete Gvectevetetales 80.89 4 
"| SaIAT ATS oy ereapere None Lee ree NESTA oOo Reber Sreiee OKs el OES | 80.89 2 
do Ere Ae | None Reese ses ai anaes ios oi) Pre eeu ee A heck | LER TS 1 
CC i “@2¥ecnnawwe NONE eee eee eee eee eect e cece eee enenaes | 80.89 1 
Gor 2 Sahoo | None Beste tot cevey ox euaciol er aveusuot oucesl Gn} ei @iererb wr aceerar | 81.40 1 
A -0ti‘(‘“‘ eR WS NONE cee eece eee e eee e cere eee cere eeeees | 81.40 3 
do ieeekieaawes None EE ea ee ae ee eee 244.20 1 
Gor 9 ehdeeieitocmiin None Beresrahedaloliclcieker ayereieyoneveve ieee eaLalsic anata) aie | 81.40 5 
WOe | siden ) ease RRR eens screen sanesy | 81.23 1 
PD, Wet 2... cc casecsecnas CT DE etn eh eh Dede ee ke eee eesede | 79.42 1 
PON NII i595 4554805485558 | OO dis PRS RP RRR RN REARS eee se aunews | 92.62 hi 
Ce $Seiia ue Keds ieesinn None Sata aha ae Sister iias 5 Acme aes fy gue Teh cece aes | 162.24 1 
We kxaadakesnink iene een ye oe ee eet ets ea ae wliewa | 69.71 1 
CF ks fae Raws ede neneeva | W. W. Cherry end EG. Halk... o. 5 cecess | 81.24 1 
Pe | dsbihiuereaswusnnas DI a ean ind a eee Sine hg oe a ol 324.96 1 
rrr NS Se be EC ele mes £ idm dran dX | 80.58 1 2 
GOs aeceeeeeeeeeeenee Oe so ha eeteoacnaairnansays | 80.58 4 
aia PN 6k ch SSS Oe Rs None MNP Ra ate baked weeutAaesweeaas | 343.48 | 12 
ey CEVERSS HRs HEHE ES — Re rT eT eee ee ee | 81.16 | 1 
, HRN Raa owen None ......652-s008 CAREER R Re KKRED 243.48 | 1 
_ PChneevedevake wus Ee oe oe eee OE yr a ee | 81.16 | 1 
I os hae ca cw ckt i Ei oki hihik 6d Ko wees tdc wees 80.89 5 
Me Sautrciiinasheakcans A. A. Halecy and T. Land .........00000: | 80.58 3 
do rere ere eT TTT er | NONG ce cece cece cece eee e cece teen ee eeees | 80.58 4 
Me dkicresncinands ees es NO aa aE a a | 83.24 1 
; do- Pe Pe eS ee ree bh) PRINS eS cho bien de de deue yews | 79.42 | = 
Edward Sims .......0+0e+eeeees oe en er eee | 108.62 1 
SE TOR ai sc cnceawinnes CEL ghedaiv'n's sk Ke NEARER EG SERS | 81.45 4 
Ie RCT ee et Me ae ee ee ee 4 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the original purchaser. 


| 
| 


Name of 


the assignee. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 





Allen Stover... 


BE Se) CORN onc cksbaswvanun 
do ee ee Pee ea 
do ears ee DES ee eee 
do (oe seee be ekesc es 
do hbase ee couence 
do ~ ee ee 
do site tis mae ceo 
do een eee : 
is Gh ea at ; . 
do [ea wie eee a sa Sais 
Ve ekexced Rewer 

Elias Fisher ........ eccne 
do Se Se ee eo 
do ee ee SScumek eee 
NO. sees ST Pere oe 
— ere Tee asineeesi 
do Seabee hbaseeesee 
do ‘pease ni cee aware. & 
do ee Te cee 
do Skee OS eee ORS ees 
UCR eg ee eneeses 
do [eee eeRe ech aee eee 

Garret Kean..... ‘etn seteune 
do SSceGesacseeo esc 
do ease w aie Reesor 

Lt he eo METRE TT ee ee ee 
do Se Pere ee ee re 
do SeviekSicleneee cena 
do Leese he ea cnsaacees 
do So ee 
do ie ikies Seer 
do er nee 4 
do yee tT ye ee re | 
do bie cekiectearnne 
do Se erry oe Pee 
do Sas abn sw bees cess 


Duncan MDon 


do 
do 
do 


Jeremiah S. Robinson........... 


do 


do 


George W. Hammond ........... 


do 
do 


Robert Walker and Thos. Barnard 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Goldsby and Wood .....0.0ce00. 


do 
do 
do 
Isaac Lane... 
oo iss 
"ee 
Oe sexe 
oe kan 
a oes 
do 
en 


arr 


eee ceeer ee 
. eevee eee 
ee eoreeee ee 
ereeere eee 

reese eeeteee 
. eeere . ee 
. . eereee 
. ee eee cee 
eoree ere eee ene 


POR os ciesceden ss! 


None. 
None . 
None. 
None . 
None . 
None:.+% 
None... 

None... 
None... 
None. 


None 
None 


eevee esreeeeee 
eee eeeee 
er 
coerce eeeeees 
eeceeees ° 
eee eerereeoee 
eee . . 
. a . 
oe eeee 
eee ace eevee 
eoee eee ee eee 








William Terry «..+0+«. (ie ewe Riwnwwt 
do ie Gece tee shai heh eewks Pee 
do Bie aie i vato'be 5 eaice 
do hic MiesG pins ale ee heel 

Ee rn te ene ee aera ipeeaes conc 

ee eee Sige ; Liles eleiote ate ie 

eee PALES ATR ER | 

PN kee ka sees ees (eepnatatakeel 

MGC Ssoekceees (See WER@RIN SS GAO SAS | 

ED Hipbenpawsekcsennas eens -Gaa ein vand 

ADI Sowers wis uae SWkEHON Rake eaes 

POD Siankwe ane eer ere Ev beeateine a 

TE Liew Lindk ou Kek adds eek S So eh e be eeel 

ER ae en nr eRe 

ist adwradmra ens setae soe ccceee| 

NONE: 2 snietea eieres : saw 6s ° ee eof 

DO ctadcwewieaniedn€ese'e ee pseieaye al 

Ee canes os ioe kx aa Re eae ee | 

I PUencatn wir Deas ie waka ieee wie’ 

None ..... eee eT Tee TT TELE ET | 

ee (etRT eRe a aUS MO wees | 

BE kad Gao waka wa awn eheieek reeeel 

NIG ce) 5 sce [Gone EERE Sue eewe Suwes 

Ee COT Pe Ee oor ers inn om 

NGNE Prgeec eee week Geds ew Saw ave ae 

Jeremiah S. Robinson......... Bo Ts ty te 
ee Ve Set oe eee ver ee 
do bh Ree RIS Shs shee 

De er er rr Sekscotiws 

MONG ice Liana ceteweanteuans eer Tee 

ae eee Pee eee 

WORE Gee hee usa Kes sews S bee Ses Seated 

Jeremiah S. Robinson.............0.ceec! 
do . eceeee ee i eo ee 
ton le be, sree Misineor pisces 

ce Cicivoen waa ea eweae err er 


None ... 
None .... 
None... 
None 5 
None . 
None . 
None ... 


None 


None oe ae 
None... 
None. 
None 5 


None 


None. 


None 


None . 
None... 
None . 


Benn 2. BOD 66 Kddewsewsss yew ; 
John L. Winston...... ink wig aie xe 

K. Fisher, assignment imperfect...... 

eer ee eT AeA KeaeeKeA 

OPT rrr Te Cree Te se ee ee eeeee! 

ee eeeee ° b's we 6-46 66 See 6 Owe we be S | 


None. 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 










A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
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Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee. Quantity | Price 
| purchased. | pr acre. 
| Acres. | 
| 
Isaac Lane ...... ee ee Te a ee | 85.93 | $1 60 7 
ac «exes Paeowt awe | Wiley Davis...... petiaiecy Pied ink ens adel 55.01 | 4 30 
GOe / Se eeee BaP evens aia atetats Mrs Cee Cee as tina oe, by aiedeveseredan sss | 80.17 | 1 25 
Bdward Sime «16.0. ssc0 sxeens| 00D Ty, Winstom ......ccsccees ete R Trey | 65.14 | 1 25 
me: - sepeiy Gib Can er John F. H. Claiborne....... uehe decade | 80.78 | 1 25 
Sedley M. Lynch ..........e00.. |. SEE kG Naa Re aR RUSE Ne aepaneanaeid | 227.83 | 1 25 
Linsey C. Hall .........+. eee DN 623 4nd ek eaaeheeas i SRENDRS AV ero wide | 73.77 | 2 20 
ee eee eres :eeKMERED POE xiwaxceads eee eee eee 81.13 | 4 00 
Pe ne Rie Oks KadieReaks PUNY 5 Garang Set ck ee ee et ee ee ‘i 81.13 | 7 05 
OY 8000s Se eee I ae chi la a a nd 31.13 | 3 05 
eee errr POEs cenicnxeiucae Hehaws i Rahetc S | 81.13 | 2 45 
Se ee ee ee re ce LETT OCCT EE oT ore ee re ee | 87.05 1 60 
Oe. saga eee eGuscueees Pg ies hee ee ee ee ee ee | 87.05 | 1 25 
ee ee LCR KRAEPRRA RA 64 WSR | 276.66 | 1 25 
Garret Keirn...... (epwee Rawns PUNY ceri creia ees Pen a eee 160.54 | 1 2 
RR cre bes KDR I ia ee a i a re te ag 161.90 | 1 25 
Willis W. Cherry.......... ea NE xaleuea antes Baie itaar sacred ee Sacco Site g 81.40 | 1 25 
Sa W . TW a avisccsccscess Ps Wy NS isebalee tie eed swe exdedialaed 81.40 | 1 65 
— -.. «wearer rere re MeN Beet ee ee ee re eee | 81.40 | 1 25 
Richard T. Archer ........... veel DOR seeks Se ere ee eee eT rer 162.94 | 1°35 
do Sela vais saseiavasoteraceke I a ik ts Ne ie eat 19.97 | 1 90 
Ge — aytneerevaatas oe PSS ison cees elatetenetalecets mist aierer ecole auanececit 243.51 | 1 25 
do Mus waaierwesd Perr re eer err ere rery et 81.17 | 5 90 
We sb esexecciens| FO ir iis asics cencdwdsneeduescdenin | 81.13 | 5 00 
GOe . | aetna Malessre-siecetell OMG AYE Ses See to tiie pitti otek tS nie x4) 81.13 1 25 
3, Ae re eee ee Oe ea eee Oe ee en eee 85.66 2 51 
LOE | © Cima vette: Kester pec I or potenti Pease ek hon sc oe ha axa wal 85.66 2 01 
do Sen iociia rrr er Be RS beh Ra a yi Bes cer ta ee ee | 16.77 2 81 
GO! sGueeveecaues cwbtednel eee sivacs eis oreile renaialetehe, revere veloute levavercual Miainers 16.77 2 86 
do eteswh wane Science! PORE vc dawewa a beawces een Weare ee ed 16.77 1 25 
do (ater cased cens ss) Daa caseawan NT ee eee eee eee 16.77 1 72 
Me @ietcaveuces Sipacu ie ee Perr eee ae SE een are 17.54 1 25 
Bleue Ch ANNI so Sate sce ueseus ate o occ eve | James Stanley.......... Seat Rept bi beers ete | 171.32 1 25 
Oe: Riseewee tone kekecex do PetsheTetoleasen Stic eee ee eee 171.32 1 25 
a seared viewer seue POM 6 hie ees tere artis towels reer eee 75.86 | 2 51 
James Stanley..... eer eT Tre Bee reece Léheknhssaeees 15.86 | 3 41 
Richord: Hester ss ci sccccscsccces a Se i a aaalbatt pWentnmaed'e dacs «is 85.21 | 3 00 
do Corer Tee CTT e “eee NE Gas tbe GN elees CS eS ts pi rere 85.21 | 2 05 
Jefferson F niihenee Pevtedceouekes | Richard Hester....... Die etka rere | 85.21 | 1 65 
David D. Thompson .........005. SR saasie ow ws pi Rated leaped as Bb saiek én $1.29 | 1 85 
— ae oro ave ea | EKER KRS aE eae a ueebes 81.40 1 25 
ae | NE aco eas seus Ree Oe ee ee Te eee | 80.19 | 4 11 
Robt. J. Walker and Thos. Bocnaed) ee ee eT stl ec ek achcgn Nila 80.60 | 1 25 
do do a er ee ee eee eer ore er vedel 80.60 1 35 
do do eo eee ied alencmnmias beamed 87.22 | 1 25 
do do LINE caar ics gta abe oM enc cad er essiaveret Srora eestor OT .22 | 1 80 
do do HO oie nat Na at i a | 15.86 1 35 
do do ie BING Owais goascs eke SirehoreLevalevane onsiaye. olete: ee wcecor aie 16.77 1 95 
do do R.A ee tates cg ih eo waa dee Gant (| oy ne } 25 
do do — Sere eludes dee ea ake eawe-ent 171.60 | 1 25 
Tayler Ol BPW 6c ccccecccvcas| Note ssccss ae eee Te TC eT TCT CT eee | 570.05 | 1 25 
Ch OTS ge ARR Seats ons aeons None. Ce a eo COS ELES Rew SBE $1.05 | 1 25 
| rere ee ee ee baptite Was urea baG ak idacae es | 80.05 | 1 25 
QO: j§§§ “ss eee Bieletcuoelers INGEN eects Ge Si Setend. GeV atelara oltecaranee 81.52 | 3 00 
0 pie eateries ae Ee Pree sible ui Ra hie ade | $1.3) | 1 25 
Of.  “Sehenewesedkasc 1) STC iseeePGkaenheekeebanetakaaceaea 81.51 | 2 
oe eo re PR NGA SNE DEkAceedaddwss waked aul $0.52 | 1 
do Pe re re ee eee PS POU awe AG Raab dt amma ese 86.68 | i‘ 
do Sr ee Cee re I a ao a SR eGo ch wanes dkanus 87.05 | 12 
Bennet A. Crawford.........00.. | B, A. Crawford, A. Hodge, jr., C. Adams, jr. 79.73 | 1 
Gee 8 Caterers cisco | do do | 85.20 | 1 2 
do vGernmnte es | do do | 80.46 ; 12 
Henry Carpenter. 05. occ. s cscs Nome <a sss ASN i Hi Se sts Scan hee eect al 87.05 | 1 § 
Milford H. Wyatt.......... <ttenl) SOME uekeaws igitedinsicns binant amie ach toe 82.11 2 
a rrr rere | DOOR cases ee eee eee ee ere ee | 82.11 | 2 
| hee eee eee RM Gie tae aise iceueee se wal 82.11 | 1 6: 
do Pea eneweear cbt, TMI iit ie ok fated Se eg ee ee 79.62 | 3 
Ww illiam W. Walton....i.ccccees James Harrell..... Peden enens sae eu wen 80.91 | 1 2% 
' ee ree ree [pea RG dennbc hath one sone ada x ale acacee Secs | 4162.80 | 12 
Jom Herrod .. 066 c.0csese% ee... Rebbe eksciecs iol 80.91 | 12 
do Oa i ata ia angi aire acd do RRR racer ere oe! 80.91 1 
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Name of the original purchaser. 
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Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 
purchased. 
Acres. 





Isaac Lane..... 
an 


Dt vite tctanctwens Sie bie 
NO ce Rese scceavoecas - 
NO ccukbssecsenace wie was 
ok vehbaedwssecas oe 
id Gapenee aces Se ee 
“| [Capa Seas re 6 a 
Oe -405 dickens + eunks ; 
NOME CE GR aR eS ehG ne Sows ‘ 
Ni: Loecatw heehee coeur: 
i .ciebeaseekean ey ne ree 
Mi: s6s5% ee cee aeee ae 
D6 ghtchke cue ie wank ; 
WS TORTS 5 5bbs cd esannvaes ; 
do ery ye ore Kine 
do aioe Semaine cle 
do [Lace ck anne seis See 
do eon re ae eee : 
do Sy yrs caiaas 
Me 86k. See eR oie Gis ean cea 
do TT Te oes 
do Sey ee eaewe ed 


do ee 
William Terry. . 
do 
do oe 


do Six 


Edward Sims... 
William G. Gary 
do 

do . 


Owen Carpenter.... 
Thomas Mathews... 


do 


oeoeeer ee eee eeeeee 


Benjamin Wiltshire .............| 


William Stigler.. 


a] . » Stioler 
George Stigler... 


do 


Simeon Stigler.. 


Jeremiah I. Robinson... 


do : 
William Stigler............ errr 


eeee eee ee ee eevee 


do . . eeeeee 
do iSehemeeasnd 
ip ee Br Neeson ei! 


do 


SO DOWN. 6 oss ccccasvsccicel 
do ee Sion eee ners | 
do je chee . ‘ 
in ete tee Soe ei ae | 
do TY Te ee iy Sa | 
do Po eee | 

EG Ae DNs 6 odo 666K eR eeedKe | 
do abeb as jebeubeeel 
NG, apasecibs Sa Seen 
do eteacewn See ies 


Henry Gibson..... ee neeeeeenet 


do 


do ‘ 
Joseph R. Plumn 
do 


John ©. TLiemore.. ses ccccss re 


do 


Greenwood Laflore......... eee 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


| 
| 
Cg Pere rere rr ae | 


Mol sss s eee ee 50 6% 5 | 


ect eeeereeeeeee 
eee eee eevee eesn 
Pere eeeee eee ees 
































MONE esses ete e teats Scie tonic Sem See 
ee re 
EE oe ca ws ceay peewee 
Jeremiah S. Robinson......... ieenkase - 
John L. Winston.......... . eee 
None ..... acnene (seen SWiieGe ns med 
PND bk kate sce ivi awakes cen eeweel 
None... eececccces ercces coe eesececce eee 
William G. Gary....... Kbwew ane se o% 
a Dn. ms eta SSRs tess SaWemi 
Sinabon: BMF. sissies ese ss Ceeeew es] 
Se PE i lies ida. Sanne ee ee | 
ee ee 
None... ececce SyLere ry Pee eeecee ° 
Le enn ee eee pase s% sae ete komnengl 
oc EO ETT eens! 
he eh a bo i ae , - ne 
Seca dab eiee i eew kas diese dae picwal 
PO Uae ba ape acer wesvoewinad 
i ee Liat ces eis sie sysieluiis 
OS Kinin ews EKEEAL Rea hun oe 
Ge scaeeus Sie ete Rea Ae aieiee hints mEsGietver eee 
Ne ae a eterig uaiors ike aes kee 
NR ee ih cine iat acai de ern 
DE CECE SE CECE ECNS KEG a neh caeenkn end 
PN her eee Oc teedawees sven 
" ceronipadl cpp ociesaese) LEE ECT ews 
WM TORY 6 ixch we wawiew we Vrekews 
MO ater Perec es (sadeeueeseseeadewee 
PU Sci cbeweues (Pee wminae s i peaoed 
PN Hess CHATS SS ued eS saad ieel 
NONE .655% pls aio wass ‘ ‘ch eReee wat 
None .... ; ack iin hahaa a ‘ 
OM Kataawieae a ee eS ee er 
a a ee ‘ ewan easy 
ORD cakiae Get aaen rrrrt Te ee | 
eee ee Me iateta ers eis vs sigie Bp ake eee . ; 
MERE ccpiviuceoewee "ye ye ° e ey ea 
NS ok keawace 4 ee aaMiee Ri ebieat 
Nene ...s ieee ones eeeee © eee eos .| 
eS eer rrr rer. Kew ia wk pebceaeawewaeal 
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MONI AA Rees Kas RRS RS ‘ | 
Ne ee ee et Pern Pen “~—ke eae 
NORC iscecees + SCRE OS ERK ORCC CRS vena 
MONE Seeko ecw ws Ry ae ee eor e 3 
None Se OC Eee ee ee ee ee | 
Pt (D60 bbc ceesn een eke be endaen ce Vee 
NiGNO) 3254sa1 Biyeous oie was ; Monee ; 
MINE Coc aws ine aisn ces cas Ge ueeu ane ‘wate .| 
ee eee ipnbes ies haha eee wa 
eee Se re rene ee — 
Oe ee ree | 
OP ee ‘iKtrenwesl 
do eGsRiEe aa sae oeeun & .| 
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NO: watuaakew Cosine wists pie eiesesd 
MOA Diceaawaswne a ey : ction boat 
David Dickinson..........e0. pike nae ‘ .| 
M0. sccwuwe i cKeee saws on | 
NE ich Scam (encewbvusdenn Meee. | 
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BNE ee eS eae hoo BOL ke sorwe kee | 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 











A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued, 





Name of the original purchaser. 





Greenwood Laflore.........eeee. | 
—_ +  # eeeerewen — 
i £}; 4 itteannceiees | 
GO  § § eeeieadGieeienrer 
U0 qj  — fepeuceierantancc 
ev . s8edeeewennan | 





do srepialaleterevetene edvevers | 
Samucl Meek...... peuseieaews | 
NOs Seb easetaleiweeee wea 


Oe Uaeyieiaiatvetrusiercrorvers 
re 
Remieiel F. Byi ise. oss ccsescscces 

GO: § —«- a aS AAW heteteeetere ers 

GO: -watwieeecees sievcnese siaiers 
Denctn Melhed ss... iasesscvcases | 

 ~stinenercandees 

GOP «ses ara oe ere 

«= (—(s«eaea New MRIS sorta tga revehons 

>. «aa Fes ene Sree Are eveners 
We eet WS, COONEY. ones vvecken ss. 

do eee ee ee ee 
Robt. T. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
do 
er eer ee rer 

WO: Ruiter siesinw cies 

>  wixeeuerenekenckas 

CUOh ee auerendve cteavauaraeocens 

GQ - @ Sew Sees pilaverels 
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GOW elssveAnewieiciw oa ee 
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ee ~ckersnun nie kien ee 
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Name of the assignee. Quantity 
purchased, 

Acres. 
BN ei a i ei as oe 78.94 
None é re ree a eee ceeccccecs 78.94 
NE etait RG ee igi hak ee ates oc 78.94 
po er bevekue ue cnwk KR aS artusiervonerone 78.94 
DP teehee Petudes a awteckad 79.94 
PE babi wake tue kow ih kaw ue cwdealits ‘ 79.57 
TI tide alin ok 8 re ae ea ge lcs a 79.57 
WE Pig iwnne wae Rye rebatenarener ore ar erovanaacices oboe 79.57 
is we ehccnse case sawenaerce 80.16 
Rr aire he ri nes 6 tee ais 80.16 
NE achat ks 6c USE eS hacweas 79.28 
TN Wnacadiercked PKA ESAS SHREERA KASS 79.28 
beer a Cone en ee ee 79.28 
SN ne nut he ke a eak Maid kien eas craig 76.02 
er preted AREA GL aee we 76.02 
DN Vide e unas CUS ree eee ee 15.27 
TERE RE eT OCR ee oe Oe a 75.87 
WE xs caciinn bese k pb had AREA wES 15.87 
ORD Ir OG ochre ee ECO ee Te ee 15.87 
BO Acictha dada cen eee AOC 75.80 
DES Daucas soak MAE Ras Me CREO Ee wees 80.04 
MS iccta eta i ee ea eet 3.2 2 80.04 
PAULL aeNS SU aN WERK EE bKw ed Seales 79.78 
TD ciao peta bas bine mare eh ae s oid a 59.78 
NN aalotile t E e e eiele ade go ge 79.94 
tee een eee a ee 80.04 
DG D. TRON aa 5 as sdeenseseene was 79.62 
ow” “taleecuuatasacsieduads 79.62 
Re a ii is we aa 80.19 
Ce eke Ge ee oe wae ew aed 86.45 
Ee Ee re eee ee ee ee 86.45 
NG oo eck Rea ew ns Siero eia erakeln svereleverecere 86.45 
eee er eet a eee ee $6.45 
oa ties GRKERGE NGS EKER ee ehkOd a 86.45 
Be SI ok 4a ands en eeawsns cena | 80.09 
ee : ‘dive Cotenwhekeewa canes | 80.09 
ere ree Bisbee vinta aiarere hc eiaver ele | 79.98 
eC ee ee ae ee eee ee Ee ae 79.98 
Se os cnba sea wxhasedeawes imewansee 86.69 
pC rene ee eee ee eae 79.60 
Ee ree ee Oe ee ey ee 19.87 
pS re RREA Eee ee are eae ee 9.87 
os eS RES EDE Sad wASeRAaRR REO | 79.87 
A SC ee ee ee 79.87 
ina saaeaaes ee ee ee | 19.87 
Ne he ii ee ea eas aay heb | 79.87 
PI Sacca eens (REG RWEATOAN AAS ORG ON 79.87 
WN Cie hater dae dha teen os 80.09 
eee Re reece ety alofar Siass Bylovav one: statovecwion 80.09 
DN Sal Seo ea 44556 ho OW eada dees 80.09 
6 aaines (GREE ALERAARADARA BES AED | 80.09 
PEW Aab Cadets ues oL teen died bie Kuba ch | 80.09 
gO eee EEN Guha head eeenens 86.45 
Pin ce aRe dk weCAN NON aaKaeeEOS eee! 75.05 
fe Re eee ee pieieteteVorscs | 75.80 
CPOE TANG 5 sics dd cdecsvenvaees | 78.94 
PN bathe As Mia N GAA Wai Wihe abe a 79.85 
ee a, WE I shi Sard eekceveacecsdia | 80.04 
ins ile MEE LOREEROSS ER OiwAaOs | 80.33 
SG TE 6h p64 94s on ede KeReKS 80.09 
ee A. Wr I Soo ek kk dK aweddasedKeaes 86.45 
EEE En Geen ee a oe 86.45 
EER ne eee eee ee ae 75.05 
2h, INNS nos sb see tata Kewenen 19.57 
Ce bere e hig Dinink be abe cs emer 79.57 
PR eas Sela ele eine cae ackte ere ae 78.94 
A a ep bariosues 54344 cee dwwae mind 79.57 
PP a ees tas a shasetiag avai acateXy ou ses or eeiw Meise 78.58 
PMN TAREE REA CES ROR EEE vada ea ees 78.58 
PS eGeenrhe Lane bah abe dk aa eee an | : 78.58 
DOUG veinanwnssicdsekesaensns Jeedeenn wale 78.58 





























Price 
pr acre. 
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ll el el al cl el ll cell ool el cel el ce eae ee OO ee ee ee Oe ee ee Oe ne ee eee en Cr en renee en 












































































PUBLIC LANDS. 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 











Name of the original purchaser. 





Thacker W. Winter 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Willis W. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


ore reeeeeeen| 


EY voice keesnrens 
Wailliam ©; Stokes. ..3..0<00%06 


ittinad: W Wialton.......0.«+s0| 


do 
do 
do 
do 
John Hearn 
do 


eee ewer ee ese ee 
eereeeteeeeeee! 


-@eeeereeeseven 


eoeoeoereeeereeeeeesn 


eoeereeeerer eee eee 


Robt. T. Walker and Thos. Barnard 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


Greenwood Laflore.... 


— 
vi cee 
do re 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do cues 


do 
Matthew Tubb .. 


Richard T. Archer 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Richard Hooker . 
David McAlister. 
Richard Nall and 
Garrett Kivin 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


| 
eeereer ree eeeeee 


ey 
ee 
ee 
eevee 


or@eeeteeeer eee, 


Berry N 


oe eee 


Humphrey Scroggins........++4. 


do 

Davis .... 
do 
do eae 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do pees 
do 
C. Daniel. 
do ; 
do ‘ 


Wiley 


eee 


Smith 


do ee 


ee 
ee ee 
ee) 
Cr 
eeereeeeeseres 


eevee eertreeeeees 


eereee 


Name of the assignee. 
o 


Quantity 


purchased. 





Price 
pr acre, 


| 




















| Acres. 
= | —* 
NODC .6ces0 e000 ere ones at 78.58 | $2 
NONE «206 pists Cas) k covateuere (ie n a dlew mn eee 78.95 10 
ME hie ten Aeae outa + us.cben ah eh ke — 18.95 | 8 
NGNO USSG ikke panei Gee eaneues | 78.95 | 1 
GNC Gos sis sicker sesh ss Swe his ekewh See tet 78.95 5 
MONE 2aisiecieeeansen Sess Steeles mb em | 78.95 2 
Re Oe Oe Coe te ia tee ere | 78.95 
Seer ©, We Ute i's Cision vu cdvnedees 79.78 
NONE i 6o66s8 is es Ri eaten clacrsiie’ slate alectivletiatls 80.30 
MONE Siawad eee Givtsansan seas niu an ces ‘ 80.30 
NONC Gon See wena scans Saks boise ieee i 80.30 
None COC COCO OHO SEES CHESS ROS CLO ENE . 81 87 
NOnC .0:c05 rn ee er ee ee ae 81.87 
MERE Lc eos See eho o eo ERS Sees aie 81.87 
William C, dtskte Biitiswisw ewes aieeenicl 81.58 
do thesis kbeaweniws sees! 81.58 
G0: 4  GkpEGkesexeuis Saisie | 81.58 
I i ie ng comnts ini hie Aiea . | 80.45 
NONE coolscwececek Ss See eee Ie ieee ew SO 80.45 
None 5..unce. Ew cel oRtes sepsis Waa ete les Saas let 80.94 
NONE Lee ches RII cas hon Reale tec RSs SOS ote NS 80.94 
(Greenwood Talore... .4%...<66ss000enss 78.91 
MOH.) Gees ees ek eiew nbs sie sel wiee eres 80.06 
PS a bored cia BS Ty SO ore eo 79.51 | 
RIEL Sees Sos DEO SES ; 78.36 | 
DN iter ee edging, ails ca onis eee eee soreee| 79.78 
DRE csc Co SRO eee sa i wdce she eaaneos 80.30 
MORE: .sne0es (del esbee ee eens ee we rere | 9.85 
NNO a oA skies Sohoe eee wwe eaemaes es 78.91 
MONEE see one ome Ree heeins seas wees) 78.91 
John C. McLemore and Wiley Davis ...... | 80.59 
APNINS:, WW AMELIA oho iow cmia se eiewrenye a ees 80.3 
Thacker W. Winter ....00:. ere Tee | 79.85 
do we We KaR ER ew ee 79.85 
PP ee ee er eee weet saad ds 80.15 
U6 ce Siae ‘elite ‘eamin eee werhend 80.15 | 
NGNE oss cuniewe Moiese ainke aie Se re | 80.15 | 
EE pie Oe Gr ee Se eT | 80.33 | 
ee St ee arn | 79.85 
ee | 80.51 
_  § "pmb eebiew eG Reuemes 80.51 
ere LEDER PENS eae Oa we ae R aa 81.57 
MMGNE susccvcs Secs e eee eee abies seveue 80.29 
MD PiigrtieCehiakhtsannWen se nen een Nee | 80.20 
NGG. Awtanmeesnciess one esarse Biatel 80-30 
PS cnictnseades er ee ore wel 80.20 
ODE bsccesswee'eds (penne 66a ee ees bee'eee 80.30 
NE ia ean eees er ee es icee~ewel 80-30 
PO caer tekken eo ee esas ieee if 82.14 
OS ere i es eee cue eee i 87-39 
6 bs ARRAS HIWHA WES HERO ENETTEREOS | 80-11 
PE Ui bertilcee tue bheKe veda DORE RES Ol 96-61 
MinChacuateskcneawion pisie whe wise Emig eine | 111-35 
Ne feted ei eh ahd oh cin ceeeeal 80-30 
John C. McLemore and Wiley Davis rewbae 87-46 
DUE Che taxvresde Chew nee ees ere Tee ars 87.46 
INORG. coins. coke cei ae e eS Sewn owe e ee | 81.73 
None TY UT eee LEU MELEE Lee ee ° 81 . 73 
ONC ccs See Rs wie ae eee eas pia teie terse} 81.73 
None.... is Kone sve Pee a eae leew ee | 81.44 
OM 6c. Pc Eee aw Ka sews pia ewe | 87-46 
OBS io saiscs tk Dees det aeen CoN kOIwe | 80.94 
TNS Pie eh enh gin ea eed . bevcisnel 81.73 
LL EEE C LETC TT CTE ETOCS TT CECE T 81.33 
OD io take Kees oan ith wes Mebanawes af 81-33 
Richard T. Archer..... Tere eT Te | 80.45 
a ia i ab ays Se eas | 80-45 
Ee Oe ee ORE Lee eT eye 80.3: 
PURGING a cei oe os eaten eo eS hie we GR ewe | 80-33 
errr ere Se ee wat 80-33 
NONE seas SGUGo hae cSubeaw séon%Se ‘ii | 80-06 





Wee Lebie Hb See teen eenen eosin ide tueeeae aoe Oa oe bone ee eel ee 





25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
25 
25 
50 
25 
25 
25 
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A.—Sta’ement of the quantity of land sold—Continued, 





Name of the original purchaser. 





Taylor & ee 


W iley Davis .. 
Thomas McGee.. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Jeremiah Coleman ere Tere ere 


do 


. eevee eoeeeeeves 
. . ee eee ee 
eevee . ° ee . 

eeeveerve ee ee 


do aateverene etesres ‘. 
do Piste stoeeeGie 

Pen F. POW 6 csc cccssteces| 
do Sieleta cere sisiateraus ‘| 
do Sraicieteaties ae 
do eieraitaveeve ere ravatens 
do ele keresexeie ; 


Lemuel Bullock... 


Joseph R. Plummer .............) 


do 
do 
do 
do 


Eilas Hibbard 


do 


Richard T. Archer ...ccccccccces 


ey . 
} 
eeeeees eeeeee. 
| 
e eeoeeeereen | 
. . eeeeree | 
eo ere eee eeeees eee 
| 
eee eee see esee . ee) 


do aiaisksersieloreisvens * 
do ee eens! 
do ‘ rey 
do Shistwiake aie atena le mt 
do F erelens 
do exetale éneie- ares suave 
do ee eer 
MO $$ sersvelleveiterdexe ‘ 
do cee aavonerete 
do 6 a Bae - 
a rr re | 
Russell G. Bell ........06. Keael 
Gammel Atchison «2.25. .cccscces | 
Mie °C ilu eraievens 
do sie dua Meveiore iets «| 
William Gillespie...... eres 
do seer IS ENeNe a tacene| 
do Leake ‘at 
do avawatatevereioveliore.s 
Henry Haile .......... rere T TT 
do Suen Sercaeehevensiel ens 
SOM TIME so 5 i vce ee edsesees ‘. 


Nelson A. Barnett 


do 


CU FORE 6 i sics cacesvtoes! 


do 

Wiley Davis ... 
do 
do 


Henry Lee........ 
James Collins........ 


LO: Gy ena rovaeserevaveh overs a ocs-iia 
Greenwood Laflore...........66. 
do seeveteenaleueyeere elars 
James Matthews.......... cuewae 
do er ere rrr Te wal 
Daniel Green...... ee ee ee | 
GO | See ‘ aiehacevenaver evens 
‘ile ote apa te Oe Ee 


Stephen Thompson ........ ...6.! 


do 


Jacob Collins . 


do 


Nathan Hooker. oa owes ea 


VOL. VII———49 F 


None 


Name of the assignee, 





aaah ees cea wae Ty oer beaes 
John C. McLemore and Ww iley DAVIS sch sss 
None. aieieiaw ek etesoneteste San ae eee 
Woe... Mee ole lates Nstehetain Cleles Wonek ees j 
MD i civksknanded «sees Sai eveeneleletinelehexehe 
PM hatin GLa MEAREO RENE hee ua weak 
wax ; aie Reavers ala Gravoevarsece 
PE Siticbnhcdes oe wa dow ke P Pret eee 
WOO... kes ‘a caus eee eee ee 
en ee ae eared eleoxens| 
PE Vicckiass eeeeete Berar oue er avevainees ack 
PN tii awe Serre eee Joutarroneel 
pe eee ee Se eee Saieeveelave se Siets 
None .... . ore Ce wetinwedaccal 
PO Scag ken ae ee eee wtaiel 
LS ere rey viekheasael 
POG icenaeues rer are cree 
Pr cccnc Wieonenes ChENseaa eas 
I inn Bie anak ot ok CARE oS aeadeweeal 
TO Sy Ak 6S ERAS DER Ohne eeese sl 
TOMO. 6a cas slaracel okeumt ova vateieisiels $6 site bere 
NONG 06 ataveceie A SAIS e trex Sareners 
Ca. a Naot ene tains ad hd wanes 
John C. McLemore and Wiley Davi Pi svaws 
do G (7) rere ae | 
PO acc aradeeasKnekes cues eeneae dame | 
ORO sca xen errr rrr Te rer reece | 
PE 00s sageces anaes eae ee ee ‘ | 
TN. cis gas teis ve Mths Ds rc wee wae 
Te fk aaaae Saree er rere ee ‘sabe aiend | 
pn eee eee eas SA ater aiet BS Rina ova creas 
pa me rt ee eee ae Stenerevers gshiantel 
pe ere ee eae Gos ddidacicea wearin | 
DO. .4ckasevewnan ee TT et eee eer | 
None pat aalanees sg as ce lacs shale dere te i i a | 
i ee re rere ey Sat een eo eeian serarblet 
ee ee ee ee Sieeamier 3 
eee PE enh ee eee ere Tee ee 
None eee ee ereeeee ee oe ever eee! 
O03) ee eee Aegarerihriacn ec ceccccceee| 
DOME Sc ckee ews eee ee ee Tee Ce eT ee 
INIQING®. exenesereetonters Dieter or aucc cueicne ordualeloreneerwnel 6 
PO iika cs deudes Ved sneeewakaes peemia 
INCIRO revlon, sarees es ha eheieieneel ei Sie es Dea Sarena 
Ie OST SS ea eePaPeCREOCSCAC CEN EM EIR Kile Wen atiatetaitalrereht : 
re ee nT eer eee eT ee ere ee 
UNG Hoicls coke sc exerers Bi tah Sosy is et 3 reer es 
OGE . 0k ss SO Oe ROE CECE Te 
None ..ee Ble fec nec bie Rint: fu vchataresite Sata 
pe ee eT ee ee ree eee 
NOHC@)6)s.44% kde euetarer enere ede nenaier Oe rare 
I OTL oe OC aC RTO PRICE ICE Rr ares 
John C, Melicmore and Wiley Davis ...... 
do eer 
do GO Bisienc acc 
IN(OME ris eteleseiens a peed nee ‘ ’ 
ACs eRe CORELLON COTO a Car iar eee P 
rr rere eee Sekieehonsees 
Nome... eae laiic ae pete teSeis errr es 
INGE eiorssreare eros ole severe orev daa e Rist eianedevaves | 
Greenwood Laflore ......... (kiwkeaceeer 
WOME kb eaten reewese pexsiwe : (cae ees | 
None. errr r se . coves sal 
W ‘liam ‘Gillespie ee pins whan eee os 
Bisnstirse ilies ccierciewieteteveidiec dare srtiate ave wieioce 3 
pe a ee ee rer cea es 
NOCH eeis.cars% ere epet Nena arts aiesave aeake wares 
Nathan Hooker ....6cse00. ‘ , ie el 
do ee ee ee rey | 


None 


eceoreoereeveeee 








88.49 
76.59 
76.59 
79.05 
78.64 
81.07 
79.85 
79.85 
73.59 
73.59 


Quantity Price. 
purchased. | pr acre. 
Acres. 

81.44 $1 25 
81.87 1 25 
80.06 1 25 
79.85 1 25 
79.85 1 25 
79.85 1 75 
80.06 1 65 
80.06 2 00 
80.51 2 55 
80.50 1 25 
80.50 1 25 
80.50 1 25 
80.58 1 55 
80.58 1 25 
80.58 1 25 
80.29 1 25 
80.58 1 25 
81.48 1 90 
112.02 1 %5 
102.33 1 25 
78.02 1 25 
75.02 1 25 
69.02 1 25 
81.59 1 25 
81.44 1 25 
79.26 2 00 
79.26 1 25 
79.26 3 00 
83.14 1 25 
83.14 1 25 
80.68 3 00 
80.68 3 00 
83.14 1 25 
83.14 1 25 
84.32 1 25 
84.32 1 25 
84.90 1 25 
76.92 1 25 
84.85 1 25 
84.85 1 25 
84.85 1 25 
79.00 1 25 
79.00 1 25 
79.00 1 25 
79.00 1 25 
79.98 1 25 
79.98 1 55 
80.13 1 25 
79.91 1 25 
79.91 1 25 
81.72 1 25 
87.87 1 25 
81.59 1 25 
81.59 1 25 
81.48 1 25 
80.72 1 25 
80.06 1 25 
80.06 1 25 
88.49 1 25 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


78.98 



















































































PUBLIC LANDS. 








[No, 1263, 














Name of the original purchaser. 


Nathan Hooker....... rere ree 
do bosneee were ee to 
Loving Emmons...... ja6etewnen 
. ° ’ecesw (anddbabace 
DE SUI. ded ek ed scenesceens 
do Ee ST eT . 
do ee ee ee | eoeeece @see 
Ui. “icesadchwsuncciws'c | 
William G. Duyle........0..00% ‘ 
mi: j§ *‘*eeeweseeeenes 


| 








do ib bs o> bss oe ey 

| SSE scorers Goma 
Jeremiah Coleman .............. 
ih:  seeéeeechcceee. | 

Me ssxeeesbu ose sf 

ie | seeker caneune 

1 ORES Seren er 
Fe 
Ab: j &keesoasbekanne. 

NO: geeeenbassaskcwx 

ae: i  <skadeuceedearess 

ie. wesespenees ee 

Du. | | eee bee eaes esse ea 
William Kirkwood.........e.0e. 
No; tesnarsoes nes 

Wb: Sbeccéueunee on 

Caleb Young......secscecsecee 
a §6«—« kwateewns eae 

(SRS ees ere er 
NR ck co bed oe aad oe 
a. Saescance hee neoctea 

MG: ‘“Seseeasss woeescue 

fi: tessenedasecesuces 

Hix Ske cane ecn sca Geese 

Wi: cekeckes cacao nasuas 

do ey ee re 

do Vibeweeee ee renee <% 














OPO CT CCT TESTS TEETH 
Nd: cakbveaeussoaraoaceus 
| RE oer ee eT ee 

Duncan McLeod........2.... rea 

Sharkey N. McLeod............. 
Nope. | “sbessasepenss 

Taylor and Erwin........-. «+e. 

Jacob Hollingsworth............ 

John Carpenter.....scecsesceees 

James Abbey......sscccscccees 

NUE: £46666 50 5066064006 

PR NN 6 6b oh o0 San Kawnsde 
Ne Gcceensecwe sonics ows 

ee | EET E TREE TT OEE 

Erastus Lum & Wm. Lum:....... 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


do ineeabes 


ereeteee 


eereerees 


A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 

Name of the assignee. Quantity Price 

purchased. | pr acre, 
Acres. 
RUNG so050 errr Teer eT TT (ic hvereeews 78.98 $1 25 
ee hawewer 88.53 1 25 
None ..4.5 ee ee ee eee ee re 79.05 1 25 
Dee Obit le poe ek a weeee tas 79.05 1 25 
IN i clakie eed arate Fiske wah ois lak wy evave a eee Vee 88.53 1 25 
NN oe ee ta ae ects dg Se ERAS $8.53 1 25 
EEE, ae ae Eee ee ee 88.49 1 25 
NE RIS ait Cia ei halakha aati s 88.49 1 25 
Db r oleha'd ve ee eases ue k ORY 87.24 1 25 
A ee eee 87.87 1 25 
I ie oie nd oe de whe aie é 87.87 1 25 
he ha ae eke Sigh a olla wa oh ri ta ei 8T.87 1 25 
MINE eee ee aes iG bis. ws Aes Sue ASR 79.98 1 25 
NY ie ude pahiaa anys oe weeuO ae 79.98 1 25 
ME ck wre kane iend ce eeene CREWS 79.98 1 25 
MONO Mat oct wien Ce Caen moka ices 79.98 1 25 
BORG sk thi cdes eure Es oneds ieee owen ee 79.98 1 25 
SON CEL Se ea a heim ae (Seen Sees 80.60 1 25 . 

ear TEU ET ee ee ee 80.60 1 25 
NOME: 26%. awe ieeahasekc Sie eteiste een 80.60 1 25 
NS he Ore ae as i ail hievesedwscuns 80.75 1 25 
I ia iri a gil a ba Sha ig i aie iain ee 80.75 1 25 
eee ee he ae er ee ee ee 87.24 1 25 
Pe SE bs KEE ee hae RTA 84.89 1 25 
Geo dctitic ko uee ewes wets ‘eaieewes 84.89 1 25 
'. uw pttehaes Ceres weaves aw mes on 80.20 1 25 
ee ee Et ee ee beak aw 80.22 1 25 
PN eC Bek ieee aa eee S 82.38 1 25 
OR OA i oe ti ad Wik ee ONS eS $2.38 1 25 
John J. Winston.......06. Lom heneeeRws 79.73 1 25 
Re es oh a eae eee aS 80.06 1 25 
James Collins.......... i ele Hee Wank anal 80.06 1 25 
IGN eee eee vb bea ses Seneuese > 80.06 1 25 
PE GD eg ot ud aa ak oe aS 78.18 1 25 
rene tne ae ee ee Ee ee cree 79.85 1 25 

DINE se eee G Ce SERRE SMOMSERG SE 79.85 2 
PO Mi ontinis ssi wenea ew enpes been toma 79.85 1 30 
OU TES EES ETE SRE ae een er a emer 77.06 2 00 
MNCS bch Saks sh aera uses hhesa cress 77.06 1 25 
PNAS acer OR She SiMe es wee eet 77.06 1 25 
ss REGRET een Ged hee Skee 78.98 1 25 
SE Cie keen cae Paneer eeeewé 78.98 1 60 
Mighe co sceic tA eek Gu anbeeicacsacous 76.71 1 25 
Willis W. Cherry ...2.ccccceccses : 84.90 1 25 
er ~*~  xtomeices igus seeks wie 80.13 1 25 
ROMO Goiite rt Scirsdiibaw scum er Setaveias 80.17 1 25 
I ee ot En EE ane a ere 79.98 1 25 
Oh SER yr ubeedeuweuceeeneKne ss 78.64 1 25 
te, SE 6K. 0446S 5444 deen ene teers : 77.59 1 25 
MO eee oi eee hGe SES ooh Sa aeeBaweie 78.18 1 25 
TGS WUANAUONt...<wsaseseeesuuee aus 77.59 1 25 
Es PN sock Kee sen eb aeweaeee’ 80.57 1 25 
DU Ee ERNS TANKS ERAS DORR TR RARE 80.57 1 235 
sO eres SESS NEN Ghee KS ws SSS RR RES 76.59 1 25 
Mie Sees RO EEGLS SK kwas woh ashe eees 80.17 2 00 
RN oa CERT E Coda betawceweuss ee 80.17 1 25 
Pe See et ieee a kaha hee Rea E 80.17 1 25 
None ..... Det ayhadanaces bind Sa eeee res 87.2 1 25 
NGNO oo osreb is eG eeu SohwSs SRE Rae ees 81.07 1 25 
NE Sis ca COU ea caw Si hee e WaT ae ee 81.07 1 25 
NN ite ees RUG ca ads wlan we ee 80.60 1 25 
PN aateee ewe eRe ks wha eee neseEne 80.17 1 25 
ee Te TOP Tee eT ee ee ree 78.18 1 25 
GENEL N EES SERENA S «% 78.18 1 25 
MONCiscr sires es kaes wahoo es eRe ue ee os 80.22 1 25 
I kee red eRe a sees ORS AEA ORS 82.95 1 25 
ME chinese het wee eV iakstaeekeaeees 80.32 1 25 
NGG sosGGu ease NGnkesh ees aceoaneniec 80.32 1 25 
RUNGTEG ais & wise wes Se as CESS REECE Ree 80.32 1 25 
PN 6h cp NaA DOCKS RAWSON SHES wRERSS 80.32 1 25 

None .. j 1 






































A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Contir 


Name of the original purchaser. 


ued, 


Name of the assignee. 


LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 





Price 
pr acre. 








Erastus Lum & Wm. Lum........ 
do a adecenes 
do do “ee 
do do 
do do 
do do 

Charles Cawthon.... . peewee swe 
do 

Charles M. Cawthon.... ........ 

Uriah Newman... ..ccccccccsoes 
do 
do vi 
do 

Fase WT. BOG ois osc cccciwees 
do 

Henry Gibson and Erastus Lum... 

Jonathan Nelins......ccccccccce 
do 

Jeoptha K. Wootan............. 

Daniel McEachern.............. 

Stephen Johnson. ...........000. 
do 
do ‘ 
do 
do Aen 

Pernetia Dake... .cccccccscses oa 
do 
do 
do 

Poung Teasley sos... cceccceses 
do 


ceee 
eeoeoeeo eee ee eerees 


“ee eer eeeereeeee 


eecvet reese ereeeeee 
eeerseer se eeereee 


eeeoereereeeeeeses 


oe eC eeereeeereeeeenne 


ee eee e eee ee ese ee 


do 
Wm. M. Thompson...........06. 
do 
i a, ee ere 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Isaac Lane 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


eoceeeeeer ee eens 
eeoeeeereeesseee 


ee eT eee 
ree Te Terre 
sbaioyaveueeisrorexs 
Bro Sr Male a elarereredons 
eee ere eT ee 
MPO na ree 
OE Ce ee eee 
ee ee eee 
SOLES SSS Sia alee 
ork dieltadin 45 4 ab anos ke 
ee ee errs 
Rea Rare ea arcs ietutera ti vaveNe 
a veieWars eee al mete io ens 
PP 806s - HR remewne ces 
OT ee ne Te ee 
Ceeeeveak a xade een 
ee Pe rere 
esa arevatelk Gat TrScene toe oh ore 
ceeteck weded wanes 


do 
Wm. W. Whitehead............ 
Winney McGahy............... 
Gy |. SSRs ees 
Bilfeed MGGOeKs 2 occ cccccccvecs 
do ‘ 
do 


eeeoeteeoeereeseeee 


Tia so kh 6 bse euces 
do 
Andrew Oldham. ..c.0scessccces 
William Shamburger...... ‘ 
Pe: Te, WE Rs i 666 eee eins ce 
Lorenzo Latham..... . 
do 
do 





None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


George W. Green 


Jesse 


John 


do 


None 
John 
John 
John 
None 
None 
None 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None... 
None. 


L. 


eee eee se eeeeeen 


i 2 


a ee 


eeeeeeeeeee eee ec eeoe ee ee ee eee eet. ece 


eee eeereereee eee eee e ee eee eee seeeeeesn| 


cee eeerer eee eee ee eee ease eee ee eeees 


ee ererer reese ee see eee ee eee eee eeeerees 


ee eereoer eee ere eee reeset ees eeeeeeeeseees 


oeoeeweere eo eee eee see eee sre ereeeseeener 


L. 
J. Winston 


eeoeweeeweo eee ee eee eee ee eseeeeseeeerene 


coe e ere eee ee ere eee ese eee see eeeeseens 


eoereeee ees e eee ee eee eee se eeeeeeeses 


coeoeeere eee ere ee see ee ee eee eer eeeeene 


eer e sre eeeeereeer ee eee eee e eee eeeeeese 


coo ewer eee se eee e essere eee eeeeeeesees 


coo eeor ee eee eee ee eee eee e eer eeeeeee 


eoeceererer eee ee eee eee eee seeeseeeeeese 


eoeee 


eevee eeeeeen 


eevee eee 


eee ere tee eere sees eeee 


eoeeeereeeeee 


eeeseeeereee 


OR Oia ote snadeocna eons 
do 


PN erp tes ciwnds i anenea 


-@eeeerer rere eee ee eee eee sees eeeeens 








PS CO SSS See OM O56 OO RM Cie 6 OMe +6 OF 


83. 
19. 
82. 


87. 
82. 
82. 


82 


82. 
83. 
83.: 
82. 
82. 
82. 
82. 
80. 
80. 
83. 
79. 


78.§ 


fod 


TT. 


aed 


5 F 
80. 
18.3 
82. 
79. 
79, 
80. 
79. 
19. 
79. 
81. 
79. 
84. 
79. 
79.6 
76. 















































































































—————-_—__—____. 



























——————— 








Name of the original purchaser. 








Lorenzo Latham.......ccccccces 








ee eee ee ioe semisu ; 
| Se ere rr oe! 
do pease Whee 0 ee yt 
do (ibaekenke peaxkl 
do Ree ee ON 
do ‘ebebbsnkeosbans 
do ces bes bee oe bes oe | 
do Lac eiies chad wat 


Thompson B. Collins....... Pre 
Joseph Collins............ chen 
John McCaskill. ......... hig % aa 
do ee ee ee ee 
do ee eeeeceecoseecesers | 
do beeen 0b oe 6606068 | 
PAMGN MICHOCATY .. 00 ssccccesess - 


do eeeeeeveeveaeeeeeeeee 
do ee ee Sere 
do coe rere. eeeerces 





do i$¢bavdvoce eehne 
MONTY THC on cswsssecses se eeces 
Wittens G. Worring ......0.5.+5| 
William Kirkwood .............| 
do itherkennes 
ss weean jehebees 








William L. Pickens..... ‘eats wee 
do Se ee 

ee (iaswaed en 
ib: ORS GEE OR eee hes awees ‘ 
NO: sopeeaseoeces ieee 
id) paktee cakews cues een 
Ob: -tek5encedneess Feceun 
O- ceca Season eee eee 
Nit; Beseoecackdcastees Sen 
Ni: Gubacw ears cuse cuss sm 
NG: 2 sheoexense passe ess 
GD. ssa ke Save ree see 


BO sawccsrcses — 
ee eee ceeserece 
Wits W.. CbeEry. 200s secccce oe 


do oe. eeeeeces eee 


Daniel Greene.......... ee i 
USE ae Reheat Same 
0, “‘*£¢snee PO ee eee 
do cae eee sisi winless 
do SS eae 
NG: ) ssshes Sas eas ee 
COS ay pee eee erp 








William L. Pickens............. 
do phase eae ieee 

William L. Pickens...... peaks 
ion Riseeecoene eG 
do errr near ie 
a veeuwe cece eee, 
do HkesseCennawe! 

Erastus Lum and William Lum.. .| 
do ae, 

do ~ 7 
do 

Pete SON Kh cb Kk ch eewae ees 








do Oey ye Pee ee Ee 
do SS eee cits 
do Fees Mowe Sexe ee 
do Sees oseb seeks 


do we 
ee CET CCT ee CETTE 
do TTT Te Te 


do Sieh mpi oleh web iars 





PUBLIC LANDS. 





[No. 1263. 





A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 
purchased. 
Acres. 





Ch) hols mcic 
NG sn osewsaee sancieut Rie caik bese SS eS 
NONE oa pe6Gs ss siskg ewe 


NS iat iit eras ide gi Raiekween ye we 
PO ckanraw nada Eclat ate calla dels Woltede eta SisieNewa ys 
ee re re eh er ee eco Si 
Me eicetitenbenumeaats (axaneet pudowis 
PO Gichoa Ca Seem aes Mibieseunkeskoed 


None ee ee ee ee ee ee eocee 
Se ree an Sree ae eR ‘cate ies 
None Treen fe TULESULaTT tee Le ee 
Ee Ee Ee OE re rere 


INGE 6 Se cnk ee ioe Leumeee ve 
MONG oSasesies Ge Seksokeckne peateee Seer 
CLO IOC ee eee Ee ees beam acs ee 


None ....0+ eeens Konner awe’ eee ts 
DG sch. cnwiwess thevawwes aametews ~* 
Abraham Ponailite ssc. .5..csceses . 


me 00ers bisoaieeuule: te 
NN co OEE RES NS b Knew eed ceo wew ke oe 
PG ORR ei Sea wa wniiee ee ee 
William G. Herring .......... eer TTT 
| es baie bia aed 


WO ciincaccs 
William L. Pickens...... ia bons # ores 
Abraham Penguite........6s6s60% ce eens 

do Gite Sas URES wise bie wis ee 
SN Cae ee en ee Mise ewes ee bistewe 
NN xp iben Ca ee ee Re ae Stew 
None Tee ee Pee Le ae ee eek ee coo 





De civenckcae hide Cie aise See ae 

ONE cle sata seks See wie sBicvais ve obkaw ea 

NG rr pas 
do Erte ate Neiteueis wis le aie eres ee 


eer ee 
Oe Wl . CARs koh kee ee nde’ heknee ee 
Wa © Seiieenwes ee Rasa site ards 
do sietaieie bcueleiels Bale Senet 
iO. | Mnnweseeceee ey ees 


~~ #8 8 ‘““kenween (eeeweee 


ore eee eee eee ese ee eeeseeses 


NOME ass ss Bi uaiin eines (ues ha ows SsieeGaews 
NONC os4660% Rats Ista he wis base wise Ke Se 


None coeeeee eee wees eres ee reeeeeene eevee 
Abraham Penquite.......... seedeses cose 
NON s0kcco 00s Sew sesee TTT TT Ter oes 


DU adie eae aioe sak & bo ewkheves 
ee Ay OEPROe Oger Se ee ey eee 
ih cia! a alike wil rere ee wey 
NE UN 6 RN OS AAs eked keane 

do wee ee vTLeere eee se ee ie 


a -_ s. FOS eae satel aeiear sis 
i 0060C(‘(«t‘C Ww Lacs Se ee oe 
Ee ee re ee eT ee eer eS 
re Lites ccikd ane ciaeKdens 


PD ik Ree be coe aeaaaene can see aawens 


ee eee ba uinme ewe oak 





We tiewkbadus beeen rice eee pious 
ONE 6 ik Avan saibusl tease elie bececd Cea hard 
| ne ao ran oes a6 TLE Le 
re on eee ee Sane re ete 
DO iin agcapnunene es ies MOSSEL eEE LEE 
Be ENTS cesahdwrkuek wen sda TENORS 
ONE Sas nla ote bee eeke« a's er errr 
None .... peed Names Ee ee 


82.29 
78.74 
78.74 
78.74 
85.52 


78.74 


75.04 
75.04 
17.35 
83.52 
76.79 
16.79 
82.76 


82.29 
82.29 
77.93 
77.93 
87.93 
$2.76 
82.76 





82.29 
76.79 
82.29 
14.77 
74.77 
79.46 
79.46 
78.17 
78.17 
78.17 
$2.26 
79.46 
79.46 








Price 
pr acre. 


Pte CD ee ek et et OD 







40 
25 
25 
25 
25. 
25 
25 
25 
70 
50 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


4) 
























saniall 





LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 


A.—Statement of the quantity of land sol€—Continued. 





Name of the original purchaser. 





John Huffman..... 


UG . BOS Keres Bhereauoraiconte eee 
William G. Doyle......... ete ete 

“5. |. sebastien sleet 

“0  j.  ®*#eeews Bi slaveteretsss 

do Reais Bisloie-< ; 

do ee ek oe Pe ee 
William Kirkwood..... é 

Wr” ee eaiigee Sees 
William L. Pic eit. Dee we sean 
John Huffman. (ceeeeeuxwel 
Uriah Newman. er rer ere “| 


ee 


do 


Daniel Greene... 


do 


Isaac Lane.... 


do 


GO sas 


dO -s. 
GO «« 
do 
do 
do 


MO: 4e6% 


do 


GO: ies 


Go: w2% 


QO «- 
GO ws 


do ‘i 


Daniel Ginn. eevee 


do 
do 


do Sree 


do 


do eesee iets 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
William Y. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


William Forby.... 
Daniel Stafford..... 


do 
do 
do 


Absalom W. Herring. . eves 


do 
do 


Martin Nelms.... 
Stephen Johnson....- 


do 


do 


eeoeeee eee eee eae! 


Name of the assignee. 














ee a Sie Avotonith Say tiovere sivarelieerelns 
Die LP dn de inke ic dns Pap areieadarsireie sities 
Erastus Lum and William Lum...........! 
do a  ig6hnkawean | 
do eo. -w#teedanes | 
do oe -jasseetensd | 
do Mel . caceweweds 
PEN TINNU Ss kk 5 eb Seka sc cboeceuns 
ee ae eraverener’ arereilevever eters 
William G. Herring RDA ee: eaten 
a re Begelere teas Mere ee eee Te re 
re : ee eT ee eT eT eee 
pe eee ee Se re rere Ae oearateter s 
elie. TON ook ks sda RS Si ies es 
Abraham Penquite.... 0.20.00 000% ua 
| ee OO RCO err 
Edmunds G. Whitehead........csccccces 
O-s.) “aubaad eehacirentuceesed 
PN a hase sees Paw whe KeK 
John Gary and “Allen SO: ere 
do We |: weinewere sens 
re Sis Svedavecevers i  leaetaver ‘ 
Edmunds G. W hitehead.. er eeee sekeiie 
I kc ick a pe eweded Bee RSe SRS ani i 
John Gary and “Allen Gary. eee ceeee 
do do 5 Sad ole aus agi lavatlirs 
do do stel Saveterbssiakoteans 
PD a ere 
do eee is Sia grlerScanes ONS 
do Scieieniele Sisiieieyiaia mcevareneters 
G06 Spree snes sas ‘ 
do ienacees Tre ere TS owl 
do PT Te ee ee 
do Sees se eiarsvalesecs eee 
ee ee ee ee errr 
do ET OO TCO 
do Sea rgRI TR Beet Se eile. ers a eid 
Se Ti WO eR aA KROES 
John Gary and Allen Gary.......... coe 
Daniel Gamer. cc.c o2 600s prsieleloidsw is wards iss 
Willis W. Cherry...... errr rr rere es 
MNCESER Satara keke tonedat honed er oh os are rae AU ONO altar anon Scavene 
Edmunds G. W hitehoad. ee ee eee eee 
OE 0a cane rer Maiciwe nee sie 
None .. aloueravde vel onereteteuaiees ‘ ‘ ‘ 
Willis W, Cherry... Peer eT eee eer ‘ 
John Gary and Allen ok PEE eee eee 
PE ee ae ee ee 
pe eres peer Meee racer 
Ris TNs oo Anes od nes ids eK ORS 
INOW, cevesetare so sseiove eve Siacatevereueto Gre oreuedare: aiaieKers 
ae ee ooreredateus Shia, led teubisvsecuereexs 
None ..... ecccee eee Pee ee ee ee ee ee 
INGLE te acevesterayer cre ieee pach hehe seltese. eters ‘i 
OP sca cece s eet adaRavavar none erwiete aoanevan eee Gla 
er ree ee eee Weta teat towne nee 
hd Kees eae ate ees e haw 
5s oh hae secu heen Lehameieneeaa 
INGO ELC are arate enol ote lev euere a fepatatevens Ret ere/éenataceks 
PMO RAC sua Rotates Pode ee eT Sioi ic oie ale Oa Dake Rw ewe 
W iam x. Collins... aera ae re er 
do Raha gausrisltatemeta Siete ease ecererondua 
do PM ert RC eo a a ee eee 
do ep ate Saliatrevesle/ecevaliar Siaeiecona 
William G. Herring. . sidemate nwnee aden 
jee ee ee AUP SUez ol oi ch.6/ @kSLOKS. Gisiav-al ener: oer 
INORG 2eieiter Sac seeterauess Rye hls etae ote atetavuperen cies 
ee ee eee ‘ rere 
INGNO eres Giclees haere ‘iain Sielatehecereteve 
Pci ci eewahhde aed Ae ease oe kee 
SE aaa ewe oneeksaseesacene tea 





Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


aTeT eT © eT eT eT eI & -T et 


Tet! 
’ t 


1S. 
18. 
75, 
80. 
19, 
19.7 
19.7 
19.7 
19. 
79, 
19. 
79, 
80, 
81. 
.36 
44; 
42 
Sl, 
19, 
79, 
24 
80.5 
0 
79, 
.78 
15. 


15. 


oiled 


| 


ed 


15. 
T3.7 
80. 
80. 
73. 
Td. 


Cree © SO tw Wel 1 6 


93 
94 
00 


36 


94 
94 


34 
78 


34 
34 
34 
9) 
13 
13 
15 
61 


2.61 


18. 


aed 


Lai 
75. 


81 


61 
61 


97 
42 
81. 
81. 
79.é 
719. 


» 
79. 


42 
63 


58 
98 








389 


Price 


pr acre. 





25 


00 
00 
25 
25 
25 
95 
25 
00 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
70 
25 
35 
95 
67 
00 
25 
25 
25 
45 
45 
85 
60 
50 
25 
25 
70 
5d 
6) 
01 
65 
35 
25 
00 
70 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
7d 
25 























































































































































PUBLIC LANDS. 











A. 


Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





Name of the original purchaser. 


Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 
purchased, 
Acres. 





[No. 1263. 


Price 





NGM AGUVALs ck Sdk wes So weSe Dee OR 
A: eee ekki eee ssaukhun ws 


-  ) eebeesdcties xe 
re 
——  . guegesacabecouses 
of ee gc re 
ee ee BOT ovsiesceessenscs 
UN. 6.464 0db One dRSOw OS 
ee rn rr re 
pS 
Se 
do Se ee ee 
NOs esekkecuonbucsuc 
Mark Noble Te eee es he Oe 
Mb: G¢ecc bch dusoenw ees 
do [hehe bbe se See eeee we 
A. Kiceenucsbeesacee eon 
OE Sk sbs oh Eas EAR ERED 
MO: ALemheeeeeee Sones oie 
Nb: Scccuerkos ace eon cone 
RU TIAEY 6c ces cicceesccstees 


MO: »beseewcusackewuvecns 


NO Wicitbaseec se se ewcesoe 
PE Rsk ba dcacessceuase’s 
ND. BGtestsevesonsmes us 
Jeremiah Coleman ........eee00. 
Nb: «©  eseecsecossees 
nh  Sencdasieasers 
Nis. keesatasoneecs 
OS Pe Tere Te Tere 
Mb. Seekeeecus cc ost 
Mi (<ustesanesecereses 
do 6006605400004 0600 
M0: Gubexsans ssc eeeeae 
UO exseectana eu aacenns 
Mb: Beane ucevusasdeenie 
NG: sceeeeesenee oeeces 
MG; Accxaepesen ems sums 
do Cisne siwheees eens 
Ab: Afaceece > oeenare cee 
EE, NE bbs sched tecweee 
Hie . -giuweerbersaesae 
ee en CL TCEC TCE TOL ET 
NOs eke nbeetuaseucsnn 
William G. Doyle... .....scse00. 
No: ~Shedn senses tees 
eee ee rs 
NO: Se6eGeren cane cus 
Mi - «(sds Sw wGWcldoS ae ud eeu 
(ESOC see ae 
ino) 0 Sesbesceeckerioee 
Nb. KA wee eee eee eer 
WO. “sisubssees suueu's 
No: | seoseseceeessces 
Mo: . Beeecoe er eboesas 
NO). eueeeeeneuesec ee 
Ne ‘suabeds Bee Se Saw 
MG: ewe eeekG ees eeeun 
Ho: sbeasceSasceeeecs 


Mi sine ceisakanacecse 


Jeremiah Coleman ........ceee0- | 


Sterling Powell ........s-esees: 
Nite Setscecesce ek seo sss 
do Deseo eeeeeewees 
NG: Milkieeweeceeee esos 
Hibictl aiikscuckobasaewexic 
“Se rere eee 


William W. Whitehead........ 











| 





John Gary and Allen Gary.............. 
We elt TE , Cortina, 5 sivis ss icin n ens cise w's 
John Gary and Allen Gary........eeeee. 
do do 
do do 


Oo: ‘Ae ein cena eba as eaicls 








Ee ee aE ee ree 
PS Siicrkeee renee S Sie ibe dielowie eee 
NES Cc EGE DL esac Eee b ees ReNeeeeeEd 
PO ois: AER CR teaee he hwiadhs eae we 
Re Pee ee ne ee ee 
NN AS oi iar eas See Mw RM 


NG sees Sic a RE RE RK cae SSS 


MONG Stee Abe hie oem Siw kiewkes 
MURDERED hme ace es A eseir snc ioe eta sia ms Se LE is SS 
ONES soso Coos ha nsuGueh shaw eee 


NGRE HS ie eee wee hee Ges Shae weer ane 


MO | ‘oeesedeSeeeuiek aus 
m0, £4 esmeeuseoeencacacc 
Bo,  <«Soreeoe.cceeeree 
| er re Musess 
-  =«_s_ (le cr ie ee aes 





eerrvreveree 


80.15 
79.98 
80.12 
80.12 
81.24 
TT.73 
76.40 
17.78 
17.78 
81.03 
79.84 
79.99 
79.99 
79.99 
19.73 
80.00 
80.00 
82.02 
79.59 
79.59 
80.24 
79.93 
81.03 
79.94 
79.93 
79.94 


19.72 





pr acre, 


27 
25 
65 


80 


25 


ror pw wsarw www ce 
OU S Gr St St St 


5) 
C—) 


25 
25 
00 























LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 





A.---Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 














Name of the original purchaser. | Name of the assignee. Quantity Price 
’ | purchased. | pr acre. 
| Acres. 
William W. Whitehead.......... | None CE a Cee ee EE ee ee ‘ 79.93 $1 59 
Mark Noble..... eee Te ree re [ ME chieWhaihad cased aeeseien Sis we 79.58 1 25 
Oe cweaedeeesaueveewn ee Site h Waal he ioe a Wisaats eeeame SMa 17.29 1 25 
i  seecvee ARR ERR , ins wencdndee Lee deeKtesUGanenek wel 82.02 1 25 
temic! Ballock 1.......6.00005- PE ace ci hes aka ReLak bee ewarnns | 79.94 1 50 
Edmund G. Whitehead.......... EB 5G REM REAE RED OO ENE NAR ERNES DORE | 17.78 1 55 
Elias Hibbard........ see eneaes ae OE ETT TT CTT CTT Te TIT | 80.00 1 50 
i 8§=- Sa eteencedevews tS aie oi OU eae eae ee Ll 80.00 1 49 
Smith C. Daniel ........eeeceees | MN TT. TION. 500065 0 kseceaees 83.61 1 25 
js :Ct«e Ngan nkSS Nevo cared rao Bc TO a Ne aa i Se as ee tee def 81.70 1 25 
a  @aeRteeeeeanecines Se ER Reece pe ar ee ane ener ra 81.70 1 25 
do (Vesea Ckaiwkesan } WRG Aiias peat ee hbee SAKE RES Ke eel 81.70 1 25 
TT CCLLe Terre | Abostiom: ‘W. Herring. so... 550000 Raa 83.61 1 25 
—: eebwodtucrsacanse | eh tks Cee NERA bbe Rake jade 80.38 1 25 
oy 8 eG Ree eT CCT TEC TEE TETE 80.38 1 25 
_ CCC ee ee | Feeeniee Gi TWINGE «5 6 cscs iescseisceces | 81.45 1 25 
do LeeeieGeeiremens: CO ch i5 aides Kea RA Se ode ebaeescanwe | 81.70 1 25 
Or  —«- sa Feueheligcenevers euaiereuens | i at ed eh ik Cee eens ae KES | 78.85 1 25 
—  Sereeewiswneas ee ee er ee | 80.30 1 25 
ee ONE £54 6 600s AA VRGES BERD RENE TAS ROR RE | 80.20 1°25 
te sevens CMeecen ee WRN 64 kissd cae eneees Peer re ee eer 80.20 1 25 
Drury Sumrall and John Oldham..| John Oldham.........ceecceeeeees eens 84.46 1 25 
do do | NE ile ea aie aes aria 84.46 1 25 
Henry Gibson. ..ccessceesceeees | BOE dvd cwed acess seta beee tuck eeues 79.54 1 25 
0 Cs RRR CRS ewe SS A a elt tl ec a ke 76.56 1 25 
do ee Pee ee ee | enn en EA Oy On ee ae ewe 77.88 1 25 
do icanwas erry ee ; DE saves eacaencaee Mpbeidevareeawue 74.42 1 25 
Oe: 8 Ree eens er | FROM asa ide heehee Nene awane 80.04 1 50 
0s Kee eeRKS ) Se ck Shan amus aaa CERO ESs anes 80.04 1 75 
- <Gkswhewsdieeeewe ca | NE. tain weeds Lkbnitde hea e dak 80.04 1 65 
298s 04eneranwewns | PE athens 266 cee eEaR RS OEEEeOERaS 80.04 1 25 
GOr)  Vohetnveticmierseaars | a eae ace aK eR Dae a ak ws weds 74.42 1 25 
Drury Sumrall........ phe Reaa | Mowe css it laialen og cu apie Md neha des aw kc 80.35 1 25 
Daniel Greene. .......sccccceees | Wy een AS, TEC bok is ccs ees cesses 81.50 1 45 
DE  sbdvuevseaeieiawes | "ee ee er ren are 81.45 1 80 
a | CN FE, PIs nk ob inh. 005 Kies keds 78.70 1 25 
CE baisdvasawewee’s paces —- «dS See deoes 78.70 1 25 
re IE eaketiienas) TOO iiiin i iw iene ibcne casi ciwdeueias 80.31 1 25 
do Pesueebecsenl, THOS Hasdadasehend nnn kesec reves eawes 81.50 1 25 
pg a | hide tee ee Tee eee eee Cree 84.89 1 25 
Charles Moorehead.............. | NOMe ....ccccevccccsccvccccccccsccccees 80.34 1 25 
do Peed s cet A <2 bak Gd SO ee RENEE Ss ca eed 80.30 1 25 
Se i eN seen wrinene} FOO chy ease w ive cceeeuwsenes Terr ere 80.62 1 25 
08’ RRhee Censor en UE cccncdrannnvcn LOREM R RATA Ried Sere 80.62 1 25 
ca Cer errr DE thas eee aes Aske Reeser scuews 80.52 1 25 
POR A, ROWE cs cevcessccceves ESS 6656S RE REENEDESSALNE Rha Rw 79.90 1 25 
do (Mivetaneeennewasl TRO 0ieba nena scewsdaseeesaveasasews 79.90 1 25 
We ee OM oie cvisivcaccsens| SOOO W. GW cocks secs cestsacesccnes 79.90 1 25 
 £#£§#%BHeeerkawrcas ews! ee OU Sui ees Gabe ee eee eas ia 79.90 1 25 
— #§  ‘00Ckesankaawees VU Te Eis 5 ka vss ewesr essere 80.38 1 25 
ee er rere PN Te. Tn AAS ain 2S whWeN Near Kees ad 79.66 1 25 
Dentel Greene. ...c6605..4.62.+..| Vines M. Landeey....... ee ee ee eee T8.85 1 35 
James Lindsey. ...-.ccccsesseess| a LCT TP CEEE CELT T ECT EET ETE ETE 80.00 1 25 
ee rs reer DN cc Cuba sae needa edeseenmewens 80.00 1 25 
i. Sksereverskgareces (eee ee Le ee ee Tee re 80.00 1 25 
POM LANGAEY «ooo ccc scccvesscess| PN 66 Oi iwk wa 6 2S ANON Rhee eewens 80.38 1 25. 
Me - shbaehwekadwenweae soy oho ae ER Mans ake es 80.38 1 25 
Vines Ih, LAmGGay csc cescccccass NE. ks anseWncsnavenad pintkceeonees 80.38 1 31 
ee |. Uetebedensauve | NOC .ccccccccccccccccccccscvccccccecs 80.00 1 25 
Witttete G, DOC... cv cesscceccs. ; CO ey SOE Ri kCKkeeeedee oe awe 80.00 1 25 
PI gs A cde kbatindawcs ee LS eee ada ees «oR ENERO SaES 18.47 6 12 
do rer ee eT eee eee PG sn a Cea GANENS DA KOKe 4h R0w ee 78.47 4 70 
Daniel Greene......ccccccscccce | Pe, FOUN 6 5 0656 shee edaderouns T8.87 1 93 
Se 8 Sipatavasiwa cased | do we eee c cer rccccccescece oe 78.47 2 Ol 
_ RC Te Teena Te | _ i ‘wemecdteeeas eeeteusnen’ 18.47 ° 1 %5 
do cadews eee eee | — *SeiCiGuedeseecwsweneomend 78.47 2 52 
 uebbawcesd excess | — 4 #smebegekasokakkese aches T8.47 3 31 
Te  adexdsdetean wax Dual —_— £# # #étnurabinewa ver eetwnwsxs 18.47 3 26 
Oe Setereseewesawngne 2 ree ere e rere eee rn Tree Terr Tee 85.52 3 03 
ae (ivateiawws | TEGME sasicces sone ee ey ee Tee 85.52 2 51 
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ee Tia, 
A.— Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee. Quantity Price 
purchased. | pr acre, 
Acres. 
Drury Sumrall and Edmund G. 
Whitehead and William Peer y. OR 80.33 $1 25 
Drury Sumrall and Edmund G,/) 
Whitchead and William Peery... do Leeeieewbieeben deen NGs 80.33 1 60 
Drury Sumrall and Edmund G,! 
Whitehead and William Peery. .| do veer TT ee rer TT eee 80.33 1 95 
Drury Sumrall and Edmund G.| 
Whitehead and William Peery. do exeiis banca eat nerds 79.91 1 25 
Absalom W. Herring....... ; .| William G, Herring....... hive cee an 85.52 4 00 
DET IER ccc csecsaeanccas | Edmund G, Whitehead.......... Cree 80.32 1 25 
Ob ence eweas iweal re Fe rn mT 80.08 1 25 
Ee ee eee ES SO Ea ee 85.52 ] i 
do ee ee | William G. Herring. Pee eee See ae cas 85.52 2 35 
WHUAIR POCTY« 6 6cseecesessecess | Martin and Claibourn............ been 80.15 1 25 
Ree ne Ree ey aa ee eee rere eee 08 1 25 
NOt. 2 Weck ole papa hie hee Oi” « ‘Weekes amm pencone 80.32 95 
Reuben H. fheint.. Se wis Stes Be SRE neg array Fatt ae een sleeves 79.93 4 
ENN ne aekxcenos ace cc ER a a a a a i ul Bd he 79.95 1 95 
Josiah Prestridge............... BOM <eedcinenewanas Rua ewe Kine caimeewes 80.00 1 25 
ee) a a eee ti i kal gle io asks ie aot ere 79,48 1 25 
ae. (hacndendoekiusancsa ae ee iieevanns Hiekmes 79.48 1 25 
do (eb eedbideeeeeteesl: SNE cK bWow Caer ives Ri iaehs wren es Sicenem 79.48 1 25 
Benjamin Prestridge...... (ocedeel GOP seapews Aad AS ee kewdeies 84.01 1 25 
do (RGadeeeeN ees] FORD 6656 SANK ew ned ewe wis haaieete ‘ens 84.01 1 25 
SUS PUOUIIRO i ccicncsacouse] MORO sscsccecsss ean kom ee ; 80,40 1 25 
Me heh ge Oe sae re beta sehal uabeeiesin 80.20 1 95 
INiGSOS AIOWASS cis base wocecexs ss Ne ee eee eee an 5 eee pits Rara\ous 80,07 1 25 
do reer errr Teer ivehnl. Ge ssh edsavewekwes ee eee bina 80,07 1 95 
do eS eene era sean Liesl SIUEO SkeUeidieckamweus Sins See amen a Rise 80,07 1 25 
Pe TION. oo kos sc scce cusses | ee > ee a ee prekclaiteve a ee 79,94 1 55 
do ere errr ere | PS TF GRO eeneen aenee saeeon 79,13 1 25 
A ob havin ienoasnek ies do Suidinad Naeisas Siseess 79.1: 25 
ee ae rr | ee Meee Ko Batis 80. i i 08 
Gilmer and Marks....... KeeeeeLA: EN coerhaas PRA PRSS Siw eees ee ere 79.94 1 75 
William Colbert. ...2<.00. ee eee er ee er eee re (sae een 80.24 1 30 
ee bb aes ice as See pabecawieneweass iguauewes 80.24 1 95 
John Nelson, Fred’k P eck, ‘and| 7 
Ee a ee aera Cia bee obee dace akacnes eines 8 99 
Simeon Maxwell....... (eseeb cel. BOD cdsscewawas Ee ee oT ee vines el 1 = 
do Terror RSS C RST “BONO adeeus mate hamela ds (haus LT OT ee Ee As 
do (APPA V SER ESE CSE! GROMDANENae sus dersnases ies bowed ees ot ad 
Edmund King......... eek ae ks | EE keceew iat se Meher e ARK eR ene 8082 1 
Asa Recds...5<<s<. Eye hy ae Me ee | MD Sidi isBicih igi uahiw Saawieeks 26406 40k se 8004 1 
eee err ae.) eee Cree Tee ba ened 80.24 1: 
— - | keceneemarayar ee OL ran VE EO piel eis iisliste 8024 1 5 
do how ees ee ed bas | OR ee Saipd es ce eaw wudicdad + ee Te ke “979 1 
a i, ae rer | IR 6 ish hae ie a arnt tos ots arte ia ala hs tw ac 8] Ol 9 0 
me. dg ) Sree ew awe wae l? a 285%: 65% eee Pe ee ee ee ee 79). 13 1 
eorge Ul) Tedbetter......cecces| William Bi. C0ki.cescecccccccsevers ees 77 77 1 9 
_ eee rer Stes CM che eDRKtA Ned io ceuned oranine’e wise 1.1% 1 
Gains Whitfield.......... aoe eck A Oe) Sea rears cis Waren Roce keene eee ng. 4 2 () 
mone ©, Darect.......0...50 i reer re tebe Ken eaed e errr 8101 1 
Jesse W. Garth........ ; bid WN neenccnnsd Kies vad sais ip ch eenseat 79.13 1 ' 
do ere eee eT ere Tree | IEE inc Ganenesiese ck wale Se We aN “a 79 13 1 
PE, TON scic pe necddece vies oe a ea (oebe pean babes ere, eee | io, 84 1 
me 8 sebvecbacaws ee Rie ey) DRM RDINO ere theese vce ie asthe ie DISEASE Rie rateleees | 79.94 9 9 
do ieGhicbae ce Meneetent GUNN oho, busta Bisse wlohe errr eatcies 80.48 1 § 
do [Reet bee ee PI isa tices acs Sikhs beaks Minis ies ese ee eee 80.48 ] 
do ee re eee NE eid cab Pelais nis inte ick RiGee aie ibis wily 79.84 1 9 
T. B. Goldsby and M. G. Wood.....| None ........ cc cee eee cee bs 79.94 1: 
do do NS og ig LENA CUES bh ehee was | 59.94 1 
do do eel RE Cia ea rere se re eee cat 80.94 1: 
ee ee pebmae t PE cevi wid gheon coe < errors pudent 80.30 1 s 
do a epee ie | None..... "6.7! 
| @ wile wale wes Sein oe wie S66 we wield. s 16.79 ] 2 
do ere reeSesen eee en} AONE So oioruiuGecka eee kes Soe we eieos . 81.01 1 
or rere reo ere | None hed ed wn Chee es elke Meee 19.18 1 5 
wemn GB. Demian. . os esse ccc ccccs | EU obama GCN ARORA a ED ORE RES 19 84 1; 
do See open | eee PO OE eT ty tn re te 49.84 ] ( 
Anthony Winston.. niuabiabettiae, — eee oak Mek eenee SeueeWeReERES 80.62 1 
= ee ee eee a a Siete wie stete Sse isis ein me else isieieisielse lei 80.61 ] 
ORCA LOREEEREES “PEE C406 KEE TENG REAR oe Dew OW REE 80.61 1 























Y of the original purchaser, | 
Name Ss } 


1 
| 





Anthony Winston............... 
Chi nec crn cr are 
do eGusisvolerowesistetens ciel 
do ee ee ee ad 
_— £ #060 oeeen | 


Gt $#$§§ wrrswieciewwecrte 
Go  sepeicincdcmsec 
—  netnnenennw wns | 
MO. ss gakuen evcevereremrctudes | 


do eee eer Te eee yee 
Oe, een siaieleheareniowns | 
mk 8 86«\tieeewesaewxween 
we . eiebeaketeeek awa as | 
Oe. . ihes ses heven ak 
McKinney Holderness........... | 
ES oka v onie d ss esee ween 
PE TOO. 0 os hss eacevuesan | 
, miesendaGee Rae Kas | 
SS 2 ea ree | 
John S. Jemison. ....e.ceeccees.| 
a «  Seecsekeasewens 
—  <@Gh0eecerenedcaesee | 
—  *63¢50osa5e4e005 | 
 )., DRRSR See akews 
Robert JemiBons occ cccccccccs | 
i Q$ Meee wsivececcs | 
do Coeeersrreecsesese | 
ee  Waewiereswensais | 
a ree 
Daniel Greene. .....cccccccccccs| 
ne rer eee 
G0. keels dnmscneeant 
oe.  iweuseusennexnss 
Oe: soawetedes weeneeet 
Or - Seeiaterediavcanwiss a 
oS iebebeusascuees ds 
CO BSI ae cee ica lee 
GG, Neer mreuecadecwes 
seiedavecess Keae 
Oe  39«-_- BS e a eeeas cas 
Oe  gebdwaweeescavees 
oe  SieVwwekcecuade ves 
Oe Baeerwdierecrcluewe nancies 
MO. | -aaeiiirasuria mies 
do CNS OS yee Ow Oe were < 
GO caddisievtetioks cetuastacers 
CS ieees newest e eases ‘ 


Se - -cuweaeevaslaiveces 
- nwweetrseeseceans 
i Béaseeeisee eee 
.. ‘“estabbtiemicwmten sees 
oS eiheniceudeninca: 
- 8 wereveeuiuns oes eeu 
UO) seit erence ne 
ie penbdiwesieseeinss 
ere eee re 
et 8 ‘»eoiseadeawwats 
a ee eee res oe 
i «~«wétesetouueerbekan 
i Aaeeiiicewedescexs 


rr Se reas 
—— °£«| “sarweasivawcus 
_— Se ee ror 
Sc ~  eeesy ey ee 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 








A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued, 


Name of the assignee. 





UE Ee Ee ene ae 
I at tila ge alls Na a a th 


I ee Wa ie ee an te oa 
Ns hay ac le rr as a 
RO kes Es he Ra areata a a oe oe 





IN ait as Sa adi a oa ca 
PW ea hie a eee i ok 


PA cath ekaeek ata Rs ay xe weed wa ws 
I ditaie cat care MUO OU NG EA tik whee wale 
ees KA Sehas ebendawed 
IN GHC =< ci: c10%0 PSHE CISC TAC ODED RCT eee 
INOme cco PASS Ar EO CEO SCNT CIO TC oe 


ME cA AEN Meee Kee Ceeeakwadcwaud 
MNSOOELEE she oh evel e este eee Siar sree OIA esas res caos eveatslese 
ITI co Aa coe kPa A 
sa ln ae eA Oke Gatuweded 4 
PE es hh OS OSS RESE hEe us 
PN ee ed oo PRR REE eee wa des 


PC LOC EE ETT CTT ee 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. . 
do do do 
a” dhe ccsmcage EE ECCT CCE EET CTEE Ee 
T. Freeland, 5. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... 

do do do .. 
Robert Bell and Wm. C, Gillaspie........ 
do ee” ae a 
NE Is he's na rRNA AS EA eR ERR KA 
eC eT ret rr er 
Robert Bell and Wm. C. Gillaspie........ 
do re 

do — CCC Te 
Be eee 
T. Freeland, 5. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. . 
A ee ree Tere 
"voce corepgiltwsa tt Mie ecg ERE ECL LOTTE CETO OT 
Is 5 64 8946 WER A wHEED OOK 
John Nelson, Frederick Peck, and John 
a ee Eee Te ETT eT ET ee TT Oee 


Robert Bell and Wm. C, Gillaspie........ 
Be TNE 5 as kes Sees cndcwsseuarias 
Be eee ee 
Corte W. POG. ccs cacicwases eeer re 
Fe, REECE OTE T TCT E ETT ETT eae 
eee eer eee ee eee eee 
PU TES 6 08 6 aREK ORE KRESS 
SU We I i kik onhs dads Ses RaKRw 
Jno. Nelson, Frederick Peck, and Jno. Erwin 
OE Ns ca Vi saS RRMA WARS GR KES 

We een ekki eeed eee ne 


I I hs oe ee eae cbs 


9 9 9—i“( tt‘ He eh ee eee hic Scene 








Quantity 
purchased. 
Acres. 


-61 
-48 
-16 
- 62 
-16 
-16 
-16 
-16 
-61 
-61 
-61 
-99 
- 94 
- 94 
-99 
-99 
-99 
-94 
-94 
-d1 
-o1 
-51 
-65 
- 65 
- 28 
-44 
-44 
-55 
-61 
-05 
“55 
-61 
-25 
~25 


225 


-O7 
-07 


-50 
-61 
-24 
- 66 
-58 
-58 
-32 


.58 
.58 
05 | 
05 | 
«55 | 
-61 
32 
~ 55 
32 
32 
32 
.58 
.58 
.58 








~_ 


99 | 


95 


~ 


61 


61 








58 
58 


08 
32 


393 


Price 
pr acre. 
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ee 


ee ee el le el el el el el el lel ell Cn oO 


eel ell ell ell ll el el oe On oe oe 





































































LANDS. 





PUBLIC 


[No. 1263. 








A.—Statement die the oye of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the original purchaser. 


Name of the assignee. 





Quantity 
purchased. 
Acres. 








Joseph Berry Earl........... pee 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


Maleolm Gilchrist 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Jesse W. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


ere®eeeeeveece 


erereeeeeeee eee! 
eocrteeeseeeeeee 
eoereeesreeeseee| 
eoeteeesreeeeeee| 
eoeeeerececceccee! 
eeoerereeeereereee| 
eoteeereeeeeee 
eecteeeerereeseoers 
or@eeeereeee eee. 
eer eeseereeseen 

eee eeees! 


erceeeeeeeer 


eoeereereeeereenns 
eee eres eeerese! 
eeeereerereresees 
eer e er ee eereee| 
eee ereeeeeeseoes 
eoreeeeeeerren 
eee eee r eee Po ee, 
eer eerere eee eee! 
ee 
eee eeereeereees| 


er ee ee 
eee erese 
ee ee ee 
eoeeee| 
eee seer ererene 
eee eee eee eene 





Pe We SEs hss wee Kees eee | 
Dossy A. Outlaw 
SE Soke bccendisiyssdewesnae | 
do 
tobert Bell and Wm. C. Gillaspie 
Elias Dejarnat 
James Hogan..........cccseesece ° 
do 
TOOMES OGG 6 62 ccc cieseveccsvens eau! 
Robert Bell and Wm, C, Gillaspie....... | 
John G, Skinner 
i See e eT CCT Te CeCe TT TTS Cee LT Tee ee 
Elias Dejurnat ..s00cccescvecesesecccse| 
SS .. se epetisreresosawweseses | 
Lemuel OF. Fields ......cscccscreevesoees | 
ee i Peerrerr rT errr Teer ee | 
BNE FOIE hore hada wedvnndedesaas | 
Pee TOMEI oo ci cdo se ciesesssasevevel 
do | 
Jno. Nelson, Frederick Peck, and Jno. Erwi in| 
do do do 
ee a ee 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. .| 
Jno. Nelson, Frederick Peck, and Jno. Erwin| 
Re a, TROUT bk Kode nanciecas uses | 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson . .| 
Jno. Nelson, Frederick Peck, and Jno. i’, 
Jesse W. Garth Lkkved ek Gebeoaeae Gras 
John G, Skinner 
Alfred Battle 
T. Freeland, 5. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson . 
do do do ‘ 
do do do ri, 
Be eer errr Te eer Tre ree 
Robert Bell and Wim. C. Gillaspie 
do do 
Elias Dejarnat .......cecccccccsscecves| 
do 
Alfred Battle 
Robert Bell and Wim. C. Gillaspie 
do ee | 


T. Freeland, 8. C Daniel, and H. Gibson . .! 


eee ere eee eee ee eee sere ee eeeee, 


sete eee eeeoeeereeeeee eset eee 


eoevresreereereeeeeeereeee eee; 
eee eereeeeee ee eee eesrer es OO oe! 


ee. Sess 05655446 Ko Oe ONO ROR 
ON toca ad hee ede eee Ronses eee us ieonre 
te Wy . SIs 0 kk kw seo cvns piaielae etait 
Araunah Bardwell..........ee. sir lwie eee tinal 
demme W. Gerth. ..cecccees Maknbes eee! 
Araunah Bardwell. ....csscceses ie tai StaxaVews| 
OMRON TUOGOD . 66s ssvis sec oes csed sees ee 
Elias Dejarnat ........0006. ceeevesevewe| 
cae we rake S ane bee ACES eee e 
Elias Dejarmat ......cccesccevcccscesens 
NOME cc 000s eTeTT TCT TA PTE EET Cree 
ae a eae 
i a ee ewe keene | 

Me < gttanereenustaucweunsscecs | 
ee eee er eR eta S a Gaal (CeCe weeeel 
eee CEE Cee ee CT ET re 
PO Fi. ve ce edeKER OHNE HORS OWES ere 
OD deitekas CicaGheeedwkess penne saewl 
Ee oe eT ee ee aE Pe ee eee | 
Robert Bell and William C. Gillaspic...... | 

do do wie oie 
George Cockburn .....00cccscese sane ee 

rr rrr Se ae 

do MGbbeeiiceneaae Kee 
Araunah Bardwell. . sueswhaseeeisnee 





9.32 
.98 
9.58 


15 
79.75 
61 


.5o1 
51 
79.75 
.50 
.58 
.28 
.85 
.85 
OT 
07 
07 
07 
7.07 
.78 


-90 
79.51 
7.78 
18 
. 64 
19.75 
-58 
.58 
.58 
79.64 
.05 
05 
.90 
959 
.05 
.05 
.50 
.05 
0D 
12 
12 
12 
215 
30.12 
.12 
12 
.58 
.18 
.78 
.78 
.18 
.78 
.85 
.28 
3.28 
3.28 
.50 
9.50 
3.85 
.85 
.85 
44 
44 
. 64 
79.64 





| 
| 
| 
| 
| 














Price 


| pr acre. 

















LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF 





LAND. 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 









—_—— 


Name of the original purchaser. 








*G.W. Martin and J.F.H. Claibourn 
*do do | 
*do do 
*do do | 
*do do | 
*do do 
*do do 
*do do 
*do 
*do 
*do 
Nimrod Davis..... | 
ee er era | 
Joseph Keene......eeeeeeeee vee 
do ‘ eo 
Robert A. Lampkin <ekewkwauaw | 
Bentley D. Arnold | 
do 
do 


eetevsevvbee 


~~ # °° °&£z£96eeees Re 
do Tree TTT Tere | 
do wre ee ers 
do shavelelereleuovaverove ocall 
do 
_ i i -adswwaddunine 
do rer er TT ee | 
do Malate dveiee ove. es | 
do 
do < 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do errr 
do 
do 
do 
do 
— 4 eexeesuwica | 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do Sieeal wee Mee wel 
do 
— £4+e 4§ *kestnewwseens | 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
C—O aa ee 
John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John 
Erwin...... ee en eee | 
Edward Sims 
do 
do 
Damtel Groene... 6s. o 6s cc ccccas 
do 


do 





| 
ereeeeeeeee eee) 
eoeeeeereeeer eee 


eeeee 





e@oeeeeereeer eee! 


eecteeeseeeer eee 








Notrre.—The eleven tracts marked thus *, not indicated in the monthly return of the register, appear, f ‘om the certificate 
receipt, to have been sold to the persons designated above, and for the sums opposite their respective names. 












Name of the assignee. | Quantity | Price 
| purchased. | pr acre. 
| Acres. | J 
i Ev enkeeeeees ree ere Terre pcicad 80.24 $1 30 
Let neeuWelaKKareksen s verre ee er eee | 79.94 1 88 
rere e ree Tee Te Tre eee error wel 79.94 1 41 
eee ree ere er Terre ienewans 79.59 1 25 
L:OCSECO SOE O See aOR OOS OS Lesage wes 79.71 1 25 
SET Oe PERT Oe Tee Sree Cree ieatenwal 79.93 1 25 
satig erat icea pa amices i heen ericesich aes al 80.24 1 25 
PETS eer TT er eT err errr eWenuleaes | 80.25 1 25 
‘cw¥s [RENKDG DAES RAED EAEORERSADS < dT RET 80.33 1 25 
RGR AREEE TESS rer reer Ter Tee eT | 80.24 1 25 
(AAR WUSNAAS RARE EOE S TASK AWE EEEKRE ORO | 80.3% 1 25 
I al accent iaacinkwesh anes 1 80.20 1 25 
WE) cttcevturnsekee awn ipakecs sein 80.20 1 25 
John Davis..:...... eee verre rrr 80.39 1 25 
P - -xxesnnsadaupas Trererer ye: ool 80.39 1 27 
ee CST ee TET eS CECT T eT Oe eECT ES TTT 80.13 1 25 
PON: ccunnaceeaeenGeere es nesdaens hares | 81.37 1 25 
ee eee PSUR SERS CRRSON | 81.37 1 25 
POE: 494444%s40 eeu Co eccece eoceee oe } 80.24 1 25 
Philip J. Weaver ......... ereerrite er: 80.32 x 25 
Peter ©, Rentirow. ....scccecceces bpexewe | 80.32 | 1 25 
do reer ey PoCee eT Tres awa 80.32 | 1 25 
Philip J. Weaver ..s.scsccccccecees obi] 80.25 | 1 25 
do —eaeeeee Me wETSe | 80.25 | 1 25 
eo TS Pere yr errr cr 80.25 | 1 25 
— 9 seeseexusnes sanpaeadan 80.25 1 25 
eer weal 80.25 1 25 
M. G. Woods and T. 8. Goldsby. (eke aes | 80.15 1 25 
John B. Jones. se sccecccececes ieeakan ‘ 80.13 1 25 
M. G. Woods and 7. & Goldsby. (aeisates 80.15 1 25 
du —) § «(aeeeeneN 80.45 1 25 
do — #£«ekasswees 80.02 1 25 
James Hogan. .....cecesecececccvecvees 74.40 1 25 
M. G. Woods and T. B. "Goldsby Diet akndos 80.02 | 1 25 
do do ih Pia RHE 80.12 | 1 25 
James Hogatis sss... .cccscsccseesccsees | 74.34 | 1 25 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby. snack nsw a | 80.12 1 25 
dames J; TAITIGON, .. ci ceccccssesescecs | 80.12 1 25 
do ee eres ee Pee Te 80.12 1 25 
James Hogans.ss.....ccccccccvcccccccee| 74.33 1 25 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby. eree ere | 80.12 1 25 
James Hogan, ...ccccscccsecvccccvecces| 74.33 1 25 
M. G. Woods and T, B. “Goldsby errr ye 80.12 | 1 25 
James Hogan. ..ccecccececcccvecscesvcs| 74.42 | 1 25 
do aoe een ee ee er ee 74.33 1 25 
Alfred Battle ......c.eee. ine aieeeen eh 80.53 1 25 
do ere oer Tere Tye Tre ree 80.53 | 1 25 
Thomas MoGee 226.05 cecssecccscccccocal 80.27 | 1 25 
T. Freeland, S. C. Daniel and H. Gibson... 80.27 | 1 25 
William R. Cox. phi ea ee A ee OS | 80.27 | 1 25 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Danie ‘1 and H. Gibson...| 80.27 | 1 25 
M. G. Woods and 'T. B. ee | 80.68 | 1 25 
do — navidxeaes 80.68 | 1 25 
William R. Cox ....00060%. Pere Ce Tere 80.36 | 1 25 
CTC Ce Corer TT Ces pee | 80.36 1 25 
Assigned; name of assignee omitted...... | 80.20 | 1 25 
John B. Jones .....-. Peer ere yet Tee ey 80.16 | 1 25 
eee ree eT Tye rT Tr re Tree 80.16 | 1 25 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby.......... 80.16 | 1 25 
do — keeanerend 80.16 1 25 
Jomos Hogan. ..isssc0 sees errr errr. 14.42 | 1 25 
PO Roce ccss ccs sdeccasera | 80.41 | 1 25 
_ +q§s§ fevReeRRRweN Seweeene 80.41 | 1 25 
_ i £#$. 26erpeivearseeeank os | 80.41 | 1 25 
5055 Sr DHRREO SA oS tenReneeencas | 80.39 | 1 25 
nee PGi sigs Cee, 2a 
Calvi CMGMOGR. ....sesdecscwececsoceder 80.12 | 1 25 
and 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 










Name of the original purchaser. 


Name of the assignee. | 


_ purchased. 


Quantity 


Acres. 








do 00% 


2 do eas 
do aeiais 
do Sees 


do ae 


do he 


do Sibi 


do 


Daniel Greene..... 
me )6= ete 
do wee Y } 
do eee 
_— .e¢6a¢ 
iS ae 
oe 
do Saree UME eo ee ee 
GG = snes 
a: 3 veeewd 
aoe 
aoe 
do coene 
do (ease 
do ioeae 
do Seoae 
do desseoe 
do deccece 
86s Sheee 
Re ee 
do eT ee 
do Sse eane 
do ey 
do weer 
do eau s 
1 ne ee 
do (sabes 
a 8 <swins 
ere 
A 0 Vakee 
Ge; antec 
a. beeen 
UO 
me: = “Chawag 
i. keees 


do sas 
do ws 
do 5: 
do ie 
do se 
do as 
do ro 
do = 
do a 
do ie 
do oe: 
Jesse W. Garth.... 
do ee 
do ek 


do eae 
do seigre 
do ee 
do See 


do ere 


do BSias 


do eee 
do ee 


do eke 
do See 


eevee sc eee eo eee of 


eee ereeereereees 


eee eee eee eene 


SC O24 o8 286008 


oer eee eee eereae 


ee eee seseereeeve 


see eee ewe eens 


eereee eee sense 


ewer ee ees esreae 


eeeer ee ee sess 


ereeeeeeeeeeos 


eee e eee eee sane 


eeereeeeeeeeee 


Core ere ee eseeae 


erereeeeeeeeee 


eeoeeeeeeeeeeen 


Ce er 


eee eee eee eee 


"Pee eeeeeeeee 


erereeeeeeeeee 














Assigned; name of assignee omitted...... 
(Carwin CURING: «0055 uicnes ee sceS a aeeeen | 
SE ME eid es cscs Ree encase es | 
eS WFAN sha see ee Ned cess eaewes 
Pe WHR 6 Seca CRN CROR KER eeN ORS 
SO TE 4 5 oc hens eae netesises | 
Joim B. Jomes...cccccsees shane Raw 

iS OS Gann ieee ween a ara Pry rears 
es ee I a Feira bad aeeeewws 5% | 
ee ee 
Oh, NR Sis SN REET REORDER SERED 
WIIG MKTG cae SoBe aes eos enSac 
ee on 

MO Glo) Des oceteiites Meee teens 


See. ere re seven 
ee, er i aes ee 
John Brownler.........00. ‘Meneses 
ee ee eer 
George S. Ragsdale.............00e0.005| 
Micajah Trooks.. 2. s0sscccsssscucvsesess | 
Ee ee eT Te re ee re 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby........../ 
COTE T TTT TOTO ET ETT TE TT TT 
ES err rer reer er er ee Tree | 
en re ree eee eee ey eee ee 
eee ee ee ee | 
ee Sere Te rT er eT 
T. Freeman, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... | 
EN Ti, SN oki 9 Sid Sa SS Gawenwexe | 
OCCT ET CTT TCT TTT TC Tee 
ES A, SOMO Siu ees adeaesees vans 
UE , POs a5 4 o oboe ds oe cc awe seen en 
OTe E TTT TET TE rebeus 
Pe TN 8 Ok SSE ee dos eens cower 
GS See error Ter err eri Tet ere 
oe ee RCT ETT eT TORE TCT T TE Te 
ee ee ene eer 

Se Pee ee eee ee oe a 
POR GPCIWY..06 csevsccesverssscvvveee 
George I. Ragadale.......sccccssscceses | 
Teachers HOOKS, ..... 6 sc00scc.csceees ees 
John Gregory... .csecsssccecscccssecsens 
George I Hagedale...54....0c0esssseoes | 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby .......... 
PO 1S, PON hr 6K WS NA HK EEG Os ees 

Ph.) > Olea ankad 6 mained | 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby...........! 

do do ween acwas! 
John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. | 
"oct i: vad METRE CREE ELE 
Margaret Flemming...........ccessesces| 
eRNt CONDE, 5 sos kieedaicccnsee eevee | 
ee | Se eae ee rere ee ee 
George 1, Ragadale ..os.s20scsss.cscvese 

SR eae aaiahe Powe eR 
M. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby...........) 
ie ee ee ee eee ee | 


Bs | Sagas aia i a ein ee oe ie ait 


do SP ie stphiaaabtol walticy al 
T. Freeland, S. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... .| 
DOntiey BD. ROWE) bin s5cdss cer ssscweeses 
Ee Cee Tee rere ere 





T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... 





80. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
.20 
.20 
.20 
.20 
.95 
95 
.29 
.29 
32 
O01 
oot 
.20 
.20 
.O1 
o31 
.20 


12 
12 
32 
32 
32 
32 


| 
| 





[No. 1263, 








Price 
| pr acre, 


——_______, 


cn ence le a ee a el el ol cael tl el ed te ol eel he a he ee eee 


25 


e e e 


e 


Cr or Or Ot Or Ot Ot Gt Ot Gr Or 


Ronan eReSeeee 


or 


25 











LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 







































A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee. Quantity Price 
purchased. | pr acre. 
Acres. 

Daniel Greene. ..6....eeeeeeeeee | TT. Freeland, S. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... 81.92 $1 33 
i” (Cha aeennadeaawes | do do do : 81.92 1 25 
do ee ee ee eee | FRR TE: ke ncscsccsdsesccacvaccs ‘ 79.71 1 25 
GQ) Ye Ra ereereewen re taerretots | T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, oni H. Gibson.. 80.14 1 25 
a “cévnns hevwewnewece| Galea Nelson, Fred. Peck, ‘and John Erwin. 80.14 1 25 
do errr rere Tre rer | Bryan W atkins (dM KRA LOSERS Kheeaeads ; 80.14 1 25 
ia i iseserccdwereeecus | Philip I. W — behel cK ceSewew eee sous a 80.07 1 25 
“weedacee abe wuk | T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. 80.07 1 25 
do ‘ ainEesw ees | Philip T. Weaver........ (és cebeNeade | 80.07 1 25 
do Perer reer rr TTT ee ee re Tere ree 80.08 1 25 
*, [ET CHSCs cre cee | John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Irwin. .| 82.86 1 31 
8 banca Perwewnrenee | TN: eciaraeen ends sivas ews | 78.79 1 25 
TCC TT TT Teer | Edward Sims......ccccocccccconsvcsecs | 79.71 1 25 
do (ee beaadans oe | Fe a: SOON  .akseakweeeeawacenwes | 80.14 1 25 
Te CCT LCC CT eT Tee | 'T. Freeland, S. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. . .| 80.14 1 25 
do (iinteaeaeesent Eee Dejarnat eee ee er Ore ee eee | 80.14 1 25 
Ge «sees ie nes ew ees | John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. .| 82.85 1 25 
a0 “xeskeee sisweis oeenacats Jesse W. Garth ren Searts easel a Gms .| 81.91 1 29 
do ieeeetecvens cen) NO CO catered ee ctvcadecdeesseswns 82.85 1 25 
ee 32s - sa wh os wenn ivsanccnl TR We, Be isseusaesccevesiowaveas | 81.99 \ 29 
Mi Ae eereearennyes P MIE cacuscansxerd nieaakedcccxa | 82.53 I 25 
i 2 kee RHER RRR RO e eS | John Nelson, i red. Peck, and John Erwin. 82.85 1 25 
a 020 Seka heaweceewes | do do do 79.25 1 25 
_ <ewkanesesdwacsewan | James Gay... sccsees ki hei sche caw es 82.53 1 25 
TD “Se eiglielieieie ter o/aiersie sie ci era | OP. avaveswaenadeck ckbsasesaxed 79.25 1 25 
SE ey ee ee ee ee er eT eer rrr er 82.64 1 25 
TTC CS ToT Tee ee Te | John Ne Ison, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. 78.64 1 25 
BO 8 cee weer escwsscces | Elias Dejarnat TeRTCeT eT CTC CETeLE CTC re 80.12 1 25 
do LARRERERES Ay << REE | John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. 80.12 1 25 
WO «Sie eee eiaweNenereveuatoveteus | do do do 80.12 1 25 
DR ee Se ee re do do do ws 80.14 1 25 
ewe eewins | T. Freeland, S. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... 80.14 1 25 
" MTEL CET CeT eT ree | BeWO SIMs occ iesadcesvacdcecnecesoss 79.71 1 25 
a Rcgetavasieveawerews | John Perkins and Wm. W. Neilson....... 82.86 1 95 
Gor ssieiewan Ror | CN ik inceeen «dee asd eRKOKE | 79.71 1 25 
a  geleeunsuee ere John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. . 78.79 1 25 
a i sénderieseanreee cece | do do do 78.79 1 25 
i «0 erasecuaresevns | Beng, B. Pontame.....scccccccsccsvesess 82.29 1 25 
cere ere. TS | John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. 718.79 1 25 
i 2 -k RRR ER whew ewes | Philip J. Weaver........ errrrrr Ty TT rT | 82.29 1 25 
do puesta W eal viasneeeal Oe... Wea debe aiay aaa wks 82.29 1 25 
Ce i #80 s4eeebewenewewal John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin, ‘| 80.07 1 25 
do eReCeeueeiearees James Hogan cP AReee ease aeadeeadens 80.07 1 31 
do sseccceccesceseces! John Nelson, Fred. Peck, ond John Erwin. | 80.07 1 25 
 nixveviaguevoraews | ‘'T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. 80.07 1 29 
a eee do do do ie 80.07 1 25 
do tewviawexewevesns) BRR s «55555005 doceiccdeansicsl 80.63 1 25 
Of 3 4ectictweeekasvees | TT. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. . .| 81.92 1 25 
QO 60005 OST COLO, | do do do . 81.92 1 25 
| RR COCCCC eT eT Cee | do do do 7 81.92 1 25 
eee ee | Goodman &. Grids... .ccccccsssvesss ve 81.72 1 25 
do ‘eine eenee ae ee! do eee CTT Te eT Ty eT Or 81.72 1 25 
a eT Seer rr ec eee | Alficd Battle... 0. cece eee cece ee eeees | 80.27 1 25 
8 #itecuenes Smee | Geman Te. PUG... ba ccncdesesnsowsacens 80.27 1 25 
do SCT ae ee re ry ere ere ee 80.27 1 25 
. BT Cee rT cr ee | John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin... 80.27 1 25 

Joseph Berry Earle......+-.e0e6- | PO 56S Sas itor se de eeddeehaNsevads ‘ 81.88 1 25 
— 8 =§=—s—(is“ know awans pe re et eee eee eee 81.88 1 25 
Ge «sabes aanco elniel evens | “sseekeeeeades Sisrahereioreieretevexaue 81.88 - 1 25 
— i eeendvdewwks | cana Se fala ate ie as 81.88 1 25 
ce £+$«;.+§ ¢#ensnseuseudat Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 

| Ds hai sake cas nc aes saeeueseda 19.75 1 25 

do ee ey sewn) BE Pes os cca es svswnsicacces 19.75 1 25 
o «i waveunesacs vas | Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 

NN. ca ea ek ads oan k eee eeneees 79.75 1 25 
do Tere ree Ter Edward Sims, Moses Lewd is, and Thomas 

Os £5 505040550 44045 errr er ebeans 79.75 1 95 

—.  . Werewaesesdess Thomas Me Ge Vick taed es eke kee chee anne 81.29 1 25 
dO = wee cvees << Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 

pe ee eee re er eee ee eee 79.75 1 25 

Edw’d Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thos. McGee. 79.75 1 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued 











Name of the original purchaser. 





do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



























do 
do 


do 
do 


do 


do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Malcomb Gilchrist 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


eeereereeeereeere 


ere eeee ee eseee 


eve eevreereeeereee 


esr eeeeeeeee eee 


er@eeeereeer ree 


ore eee Oe eeeeee 


ese eereeeeesene 


| 


eee eereeeeeeeee 


este eseeeseseee 


os @e@et eer eeeeeee 


ese eeeeeeeveeeon 


ove eee ee ee ee eseee 


oe eee eee eee eee ene 


oer eeer eee eee eee eee 


es ee eee eee eee sees 


eee eee eee ee eee ses 


| 


eee eer eres ese 
: 


ee eee eeeeee 


eres ereeeeee 





Name of the assignee. | 


C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. . . | 
eae ie Oy 


S. C. Daniel, and H. Gian. 


T. Freeland, S. 
None 
T. Freeland, S 
James Gay 
T. Freeland, 
James Gay 

do 

do 

do ‘ 

GG: UAcceos ake s eae Seen eseiuens 
John Nelson, Fred. Peck, and John Erwin. | 
ucla ME, Pete. oss occ acaeea sss snes 
Daniel W. Ragsdale | 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 

PIeer en ciisis eee nes eee ene 

ee <r rere rr rere rT ret rere 

do 
John Ferkins and William W. Neilson. . 
SRS PEO 654K 558d N 6 eC RSET ESE ae os 


and H. Gian. 


eevee eeeeer eee ee eeevreeeee toon 
eevee eeeeeeeer er eee eeeeeeereeosn 
eeevee 
eeereeer eee ee eee eee e ee, 


eee eee COR HH SCHHSHS HEHEHE Oe ee eee! 





|  KeneeeCdee CO ew ieenee ee 
NE 0G, HEE 66 KGW Niardo se Kee ee wean s 
Benj. B. Fontaine... .....cecccsceecscoes| 
John H. Gay.....ccccccccvccccccosssees 
BO: “cee eeuweasecieesawahae ee | 
Tames Gays os ccscccesessccovcesseeveee | 
ae SS ON Soe ooo ao oo eer | 
Edward Sims, Thomas McGee, and Moses! 
Pi, PERCE TCE TT ECT EEOC eT eee | 
Benj. B. Fontaine.......--.cecceescecees 
TONES MUO. on cc ccs caceseews yioweal 
eg ae ee eee ree | 
Edward Sims, Thomas McGee, and Moses s) 
CIOS GHG SAA Soe ooo er are 
Edward Sims, Thomas McGee, and Moses! 
Ec ck een nwe sd bhen ieee sew eeness | 
Edward Sims, Thomas McGee, and Moses) 
eS ee Ce ee Oe rer ee | 
Edward Sims, Thomas McGee, and Moses; 
RE cdr cinn sibel dese SEN eRe wO | 
Thomas Townsend... ..06sssees piekeva Ge tone | 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 
Soi eee RES AAs he NT eNO RES ORD 
TE TOS 60 bo eNO CORRE ew EES eS 
Elijah Hogan ......ccccccscccccccvecces 
a Rasy Say Nese ITT Tre TR eee 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 
cise ee awe esneweween se knaewe4 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 
PE UG Leche eteawiapenmebee beeas ae 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 
MUIGEE ccs oe ces Geisioe eee es eeaeiews 
Ce Se. eee ee er 
T. Freeland, 8S. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson 
do do do 
John L. Winston...... ikaw hewabiaoeeaus 
 . geRETSSESS O40 COR RERES 
Gin ... &ekeswsaes nase sineasnuccs 
Dossey Outlaw.........++- hiasaee weenie 
Now)  . Hhucenwness bean cmisisee aes 
Henry W. Hunt........ccccccccescccees 
James Hogan. ....cscccsccecccccccccves 
O°.” <suekBGbicuns use sacekn meats 
Ae eer eT ere afeeeeus 
ONO 4 ced ener en ecdoeadn nes 
Ce We . SE bs édwaneckeewsewces bee 
ee ee ee 
James Hogan. ....c.scsccsssscceccvccens 
George J. Ragsdale........ccccessceees 
“0 | Svvcoskeaceacewuewen 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. . 
do do do 








Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 





82. 
80. 
80. 
80. 


80. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
81. 
79.$ 


79.§ 
79. 
79.§ 


82. 
80. 
80. 
82. 
78. 


| ‘ 
' Price 
| pr acre, 


| 


he 


coll cool cel cee ee ee 
oo 
— 


Oo bO bo bO 
toro go 


moO 





et ee oe 
bo 
wr 


a a) 
bo bo bo bo 
or or or gn 


—_ — —_ 
bo bo bo 
or or or 


m— bo 
Oro 
lor 





—_ —_ lll ell ell oe 
oo bo 
— or 


Dreher pam pd pd fh pm fh th fm fed fs fed fed fh ome fed fed 
bo 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 








A.—Statement ¥ the _— de land sold—Continued. 










































eoeteoeereer eres! 


l l 
Name of the original purchaser. 7 Name of the assignee. | Quantity Price 
| | purchased. | pr acre. 
| | Acres. 
McKinney Holderness........... | James Rentfrow......cccccccceseccccces 78.64 $1 25 
Araunah Bardwell.............. ee ee eee er ee Tere 80.87 1 51 
do aiited <a ealeaall - SUPA dcr nek wip hhees bth Oe wk Ras RRR 80.87 1 
do pi eNC ada sweat NOSIS RR oI tre aE Pe PR or Pe AD ee Re 82.66 1 
ee eee eer eer rey Ce ere Tey Te Tre eee ere 82.86 34 
is Risen ccd en <ad DE nncceweRidd eee nde one dddvedeeess 79.99 1 
David ©. Richards... Pe Aiacia tacts ee OCTET Tere TTT rere 80.12 1 
| Coe crorr ae ce | Gor) Cees Rd at Nay averereleiatov fy siere | 82.66 1 
_ 8=—li—‘(S):~«C eee ieee os Te OW“ pameeew Re iawks Meeks it 82.91 1 
Ws Giter aad Wm. Marks....) Nome ccccccscccccccccveccass merry ree 79.66 2: 
do do “% NN aon bs pbb Os eR ER AES ER RSS | 79.66 1 
do x  sest CN ial ih dee cine A a Ra aa 79.76 1 6 
do do OO OPT TUTE TTT TET eT TS 79.76 2 6 
do do NONC 2... cece cece cece eee eee ceeeeeeneee! 79.76 ] 
do do Re ee eer ere TTT ree ree 79.93 2 
do do ONE ais sin ened been bee baesseses deneeel 78.43 ] 
do do SINGH ENR cc sicca te ore eared ea tas aleraha av IS hen Syne avrhuad 78.43 1 
do do HUTT on A eta co eee Pa aOR are ame er err are 78.43 1 
do do ae Ne a oe Ned aa RR Kee ee ek 78.43 2 
do do sh errr errr T TT Tre TT Terr Tre TTT rs 78.43 ! 
do do ee revelll » MINMONIESE-ycteccovcrene tate eieve elelelere) ctelavareoualavevereraterene | 78.43 2 
do do oes) BRP cc acne tee bse Sees sweet annseoeses | 18.63 1 
do do vows] DONE .ccccccccessccesaessess eT ere | 78.63 2 
do do cooe] None ....cecceee (te ARREARS S eae Hoe 79.18 1 
do a 8 8 «eee! Se ene ee eee eee eT ee ee 79.18 1 
do do Se eS Re ee ee ern ere eer ee 49.18 1 
do do ererece AGN HRN ec Ua tal ead eevee tise a allan wee eee ee ede 79.18 1 
do do : I aTENO Noe cae aie es in wert ole ean es 79.76 2 
do do yee ees oc hth Se eee awe 79.76 2 
do do INN ep TNE Persea ocaieite’ ocala ecole kas ale voleutete whol Sudialecereire 79.16 2 
do do OPO ET each eae nua Meee cite seca canlersua vera aie Carar al a's, Susanne 79.76 9 
do do TNNGSEYES YY cicovtovcas vice comes canopies ew feleuenie: aires lobe: telehie: Gielen evave 19.57 1 
do do ee ee eG ik eee aaa we NAMOR 79.18 1 
do do NN eke AEDEERUAEIE SEN ORE RES] 79.18 1 
James McClanahan.........eee0. Oe caxcesurses RE ee ee eT ee ee | "9.57 2 
Ge 1 © aietesdeatelsaceieieys I SUNG. AS ROS OO OST ADT CCC Te Corre 19.57 ] 
Philip I. Weaver. ....eeeeeeeeeee a IN 65 ik 66 S56 c cde ReS Ree wES | 79.90 1 
do Bret sisters i avuiehevetererencke SE te pein ener erern are errr e rr re) 79.85 1 
do Re Ca ie ° Geo. J. Ragsdale Er eteretelecerece te savele acai ere wishahoxere "9.85 1 
do re eT Tee BE” eels ewe hcaaee | 19.85 1 
Gy a eedoretarSoelabetecsevanete do geod, aes vata Sis re kel 79.85 1 
do sees ant ad tee pre re eee ee here Seer Tre | 80.17 1 
GO te eee weseeaseces | Thomas McGee... .eeeeeeeeeeeeeees sees 79.75 1 
WO. 8 Wibhelele rere weelexdwlaieie ie ea cm Rererererer oho ata naiereraiane 79.75 1 
do dieries beer hee SweC | WOie, «ssa Adee ocsoa tre royarera her ohesexerecatene | 79.53 ) 
QO Sie iekaieiclolure @usveriwisic | Gin . jsayetevers Be ye ter ahas a tla Sauce slabs | 78.63 1 
(PS cocci cr A ee Be (NIE RE Oo ORR OO CISC SCRE Rn nT ee 79.66 2: 
— iii swsdedueoeeees Ee IS dn VAR eHORA eee Oe OEE RS | 79.66 1 
GO = wc cce cess ccccees PRONG cass saceeseaedeeedsendede oeesewes 79.93 1 
do - svenwlers ererauerere i NE ee PURO COTO CC ET Bene ROR 80.14 1 
do Nr Wah Sea Lars ae | Geo. J. Ragsdale Reeieete cere aia tcies arses ehareter ata 80.14 ] 
8 Ha eeeewnKnnews | ROW vn dncanesensavenes eases ses aces oe 80.00 1 
do BVeveelsienerataverecsye soa’ | DIMDENC Nc vosancitsicocerc)-on el oivejelaoxersiiesere wieita eeeeiS ehenei | 80.00 l 
do (eeteheneneneas a eeeerr Te Ter Tre et ee eer 80.00 1 
 £§$§‘ (és seeakewenessonscl Henry L. Shackleford.........seeeeeeees | 80.00 1 
COO otras TOL ARIAL GEC lcs os «/015.0 olece Glewiensveloecoelecsiens| 80.00 1 
oS 4 £68eneeewesdeuns | “CC Core Cee Cre Te eT eee | 80.00 1 
Daniel Greene... .ccccceccccece Wearwidl HECK es ere wea Meese ease anes 81.35 ‘4 
do . ererT ee rere GOm Dosis eee eee Owens see) 81.35 1 
Joseph Berry Sarde. a ee ee T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. re a oe 80.91 1 
do isacicaceowasl  Rhomis McGee Wyhaltnsei she cera lee cele Wu ial wrialenalse avs | 79.37 1 2 
1S BO ori do hebiwieteseueistsaasexael 79.37 1 
do cece ceccecece| :  sewaeadt sexecensdenenanud 19.37 13 
Mi —ti(‘(it*«*S! «Casa Gee ww gS | GO § SWeOtie Sees 2eeeesw Gums 19.237 1 
GOO 8s aR rare iene tecas avers GQOe  satatetecoreverevtssianeveciniaw a ea seneers 79.37 Ee 
Or j§§ » sidehomeslieinelavs G5e —sctuiencdeecvenestee mounted 79.37 1 
RUE  , Wreakickoustccenerecommerenel Gy eee Sarwar a heereraterels } Looe ] 
AES EO Se  £+§&£é:#«=Settererenetadcbseeneens 79.37 ] 
1 
1 
1: 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 
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Name of the original purchaser Name of the assignee. Quantity | Price 
purchased. | pr acre. 
| Acres. | 
— | — 
a | | 
I NEOs 6 eos bey 4s vin]. ONO RE KRURE Lebedev a eeennenedvnnderesl 80.56 | $1 
do jcteactaeksese| CURE Me. INI iver senna cderebedunee ce sol 80.29 | 1 
~~ £  £-<+2:0xecsdewden ee ny ee are 80.29 | 1 
~ £#  £.wheregteanee , ee We. SURE shor ose ns ddwwan dens aes 80.29 1 
>  <eseeeceeereent Ph i re eb eens ents | 80.29 1 
a. £  <<uvekecbanaves = - eRekeweGreswraenenes wal 80.29 | 1 
— {£4 £«;  # #ésseeedeneswcedt ee ee eee Tre rrr | 80.29 | ] 
— *S68wastoduenne PODNEY B. FOUIR 6 os occ ciescdewisesenss | 80.29 | ] 
£4 #£«¢:esatweeeana do SCT RES YD ae, 80.29 ] 
a 8 8 8§«© SESSSeOKEEHESS] T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. ..| 80.91 | ] 
~~  . £#sswesteaens ‘ Pe css 5s 05 eek S ENS OE EROS | 81.04 | l 
£  «sbevnksnasiwes DO IO i066 55 64Kew er esnee es eeases | 81.04 | ] 
a 4 #és60besRa Kes eeE ee PR a oS hv aaah OUEN Neen ke | $1.04 1 
i 2 ROR R Remo eee Allen Glover, Francis L. Lyon, and Good- 
i a; SN 6b hn 50 SERS RKO 80.31 1 
do ee eeeeeeeeeee| Allen Glover, Francis L. Lyon, and Good- | 
| eh a Sr acae iss owakeisepeses 80.31 1 
Se i S68 0eerewer eee | Allen Glover, Francis L. Lyon, and ‘Good 
| Ae SIN cos ces avesiavenssacn 80.31 1 
dO  - ——§ ssecesee errr Allen Glover, Francis L. Lyon, and Good- 
i RR SE ET i 80.31 1 
| i 8 bevvensrsnewnds | David Reese......ssesessecssccess eae’! 80.86 ] 
i  _ TTT TT | | dvd ekeree eee OCR MRR O KOR | 80.386 1 
| A errr | Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thomas 
ii NS co-bc eb cdatweckevanes SO, 80.33 
i] SS:  40«-s su R RoE O NEVE REKKS | i... 78.81 
i 0 ~beeeaneskaace eee | EE We . NE nie Kis vi nebsenseauses} 78.81 
| a  tcexonediasaeeeds | 'T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... 78.81 
do Maas kaee eee th NOR casa sie iwekesees aera. 78.81 
Di -  Keecwesesedeareee T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson. 75.81 | 
do (MEKCLCHRECESEC ES) DIOP Sco ddginenesre bee ewer acdc eeednes 783.31 | 
i 40«-_«s 4S R KET ORER SE RES ee eer viewers wel 78.81 | 
0S EKEAR DRED OREO RSS | eee ee re re 78.81 
| NO; kigkaceses eoene ee MOL _d.VerirGicn cannes keer esbunus 81.00 
do sed narae wR eis Sere Tere rerr rT TTT 80.71 
-: 8 8§=«._ Kee eees ihiaaks | SO We EE eT ba bode ca dav kemeweewe | 80.71 
Se rr eee _ Rickets Copeland ..........eeeeeee eee 80.71 
:: Malcomb Gilchrist .............. Edward Sims, Thos. McGee and Moses Lewis) 80.33 
do wrrrer re Tere do do do | 80.33 
— &£& #48 ¢redeenedocscl do - do do 83.61 
— ~ Wexndancgebownl do do do 83.61 
do pckeebaserexel do do do 83.61 
do cose eeeeebesel do do do 83.61 | 
_  » Dseevesnaceuasal do do do 83.61 | 
__ oe ere do do do 83.61 | 
. are Ser ores do do do 83.61 | 
ae 1 -aeeeeeres do do do 83.61 | 
a .. Gisseebwbkwgus PE PEDO id ska o cdneGneeK Eee SbedKS 78.63 | 
_  ..  eieeemecbenecs! do (seve edned ee see veaedesl 73.63 | 
Ss ss RRR SREREK CS - pebasdsrboiscerasereeres | 73.63 | 
oe 80! ~ thas ebhehessGae do Rewecie iene cies umbayaxwel 79.18 
me:  »—)- Meonawhakbaducseeal PA CHER KeeknnsKewaseieeeeseo% | 79.18 | 
ee Oe ne tc daiccuwncaintaveenirens | 80.86 | 
Se: 80 ss#§ws. eee eal ee eee re rer ree | 80.86 | 
0 -_ ( ee eC re keer ede John Perkins and Wim. W. Neilson.......) 80.86 | 
a: | «) weriavunsseces T. Freeland, S. C. Daniel and H. Gibson... 80.86 | 
G0 8s eh se ewesseses McKinney Holderness ..........s0es000| 80.91 | 
do (evn sec ewee kcal GNMNNY As DUNS 650000 <% 6d cane wsewe es | $1.06 | 
< seeekidstenins —  -««)-—(«ds RRA RT Ree 81.06 | 
i - \ Seees ese eee ee re er re eee 81.06 | 
: 0) NeaNeeceeeees — é i *hhebinperwierinenses | 81.06 | 
se 8 8=—s«é) ss" Steeda eerotes | Se Ce Tere ror 81.06 | 
ee edie 548 | nm. s |  tkcachicnmesseeeeeeron | 81.06 | 
— 4° Sheeeeeieakece John Sw itt ha aio ataly & ip eae aa aea® | 81.04 | 
— £  ~¢h0cvennees dee] coca dit Se re re a | 80.86 | 
a Sebchenreskees I ke cca bccte esse eees 80.86 
_ ae ee cof See SEINE 64460 6a rienwewedenwess es | 80.86 
Gains Whitfield...... eeeeinds | i OT SS sip tce new eek ves Oe RRa KS | 81.04 
McKinney Holderness..... cesses | NN TRIO Fs cece eeeecivvcesveserns 79.61 
er Vasa | PT MN cinscswinnswa nee nagnnes 79.61 
do errr me ee enenes eee be’ 79.61 
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Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 








Name of the original purchaser. 


] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





ee crea 
McKinney Holderness........... | 
aoe © © Seiwioheevee 
GO jj ~-sicceraitecuont 
GG, j - wrbneemtecs Seats 
G0 jg Savetevelacsienones 
GOr  . — eaeceisaiearevs 
G0  j  -gacceraphresss | 
GOi, §§  strcaerenbitives 
oe ere | 
GO: 8 | Girardreandutenis | 
GOe waves aeu | 
— ee ree ee eee | 
GO in eereayia ne Boos | 
|) rr ee | 
Wicherd Wester ssc ccccccccacesl 
Folin: S:. PEMISOM S206 6s. 00c see ees 
David C. Richards.......... er 
do Cee ere Te Te ee ee oe 
G00 ‘address Wistttexevs 
Se «ee nae, | 
GB. cere Soret etorer seis 
GOs  §§§  Sryeve on eile 
Gee 0“ erebeeMeeencce 
(ec ree eke 
bid ee Ee ee ee 
Thomas D. Connell.............. | 
Daniel W. Ragsdale ....... ae 
a 
Oe Ee 
do skal oneltetalatetereencuee an | 
Ce ee eee | 
| A ee ce ee 
Conway ©. Barton .066.6 6650006 | 
—- 8 =——i(té‘«‘C HA | 
do aa TaEe NG ONGLore asaiesehal 
ae 
Or.  -sihisiehloswers wreavncekee | 
GE CaP EN eres casas | 
do Se eee eee ators 
MO? nawenrsteers Orbe pis wie cncake | 
Gone ees Stat Se 
GO: — esWecekesieuwenke: j 
UO YeaaereNetaveve Soccer triers | 
GO? Hacer ECE RR RERE 
do ee ee ee ore | 
oe 8 -eeeueivann ce caees 
GON) Bsntedeieve eiseecce ees | 
do aidicloturitessleieve eres lets | 
Or > eters peverdele ters | 
CEFN Pei areretsteneishan tices | 
ee ~ s2ebbeeweskvdcdas n 
do Sralouel ststereneiekecerorcieue er 
e Geeneiereusscaceea 
QO wee Ri eile'letavennue iets eee 
~eexx beReads OuKwES) 
a ee rere 
do REET CRER OT oR ere | 
do Ae Reet Hoe an ae | 
do Ccewekdeweweas cea 
do re ee Cane aaa kde 
do SNe Yous. Diareseeieince wie sie 
do seit hadeltcveratets seize Sie vaes 
do axekeveversieee aimee aetecepere 
do SiaN ile ol overtone ou eta ebeneus 
3 e¢eeire Sire tate ravelanelenavers 
do susseteie erst ovarstaravetocare tee 
do oteoe Guaieus oiaeneus warCiete 
do ee Te, 
do Bhs caveuerelarsvevelsie 
do rimiiaens cas eee 
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Name of the assignee. 


| purchased. 








Quantity 


Price 
pr acre. 





| Acres. 
Thomas McGee ..... Neen Parnacndrwbanaitst 79.61 $1 25 
Dabney A. Martin........ Sraere sae Trre | 80.91 iE 25 
Stephen E. Nash...... eke eins waa’ 80.91 1 25 
SO a MONON oo hs cae ccs kuWaswdernl 80.91 I 55 
T. Freeland, S. ©. Daniel and H. Gibson. . .| 80.91 1 25 
SWORE CIO 6 iv kno sidecases eee eee | 80.91 i 
— ere eT eee ey ere rama 81.06 1 25 
ne eee ere ee ee | 81.06 1 95 
T. Freeland, 8S. ©. Daniel and H. Gibson... ./ 81.35 1 25 
fe ee ere eer Pree rer 81.35 1 25 
ne Ne ii a Slain te ca bi S 81.35 1 25 
EON) euevese averse erate. i A CUAR APPEAR 81.35 1 25 
icickead asd sencageeads 80.70 1 25 
I Ps oh hee Sader ceeds ved 80.86 1 25 
id ES OSS ERS CEN ee ee 80.56 1 95 
TOE 4 se DAPSE VSS 00S ESHER SERS Se aNe Nes | 81.04 1 25 
We I os oki dx nods cine cwews | 80.86 291 
ee POT ee ee 80.86 3 00 
a ee ene ee | 80°86 2 a1 
do . Re ee a ee Peet ee | 80.86 1 69 
0 4 €Mbeener eles see oe 79.61 1 38 
0 ee eee | 79.61 1 25 
Wo senate tet eetteeee | 99.61 1 47 
COs faker raced en alias) six sarty oi wrenew’ 79.61 1 34 
NO ee i ids wecwieccaads | 80.35 3 79 
Diet WW. BageGeles 6 osc cies cise vince 80.71 1 25 
Martin Ruple........ ere eT Poe eee ee ee 80.71 1 25 
None PCOS REEL DE CECT ee ee - | 80.66 1 25 
None ....ee0e Tee eT eT eee Te ETT Ce 81.00 2 69 
None PCE aera tae ere ae UOT CE Aare eC 80.70 1 25 
None sets coca exer Moret amen owarnet as necee enews reward | 81.00 2 8&5 
None SE RRA CR EROS TECHN RTE TE vee 80.70 1 52 
NONE... eee eee eeeeeee ee eee ee ee 81.00 4 00 
eed Batter are akabete nace ien on erates’ ne ticevedovswors | 81.00 2 59 
Py oe REEDS REO KDE DOR WS | 81.00 3 02 
ee III oo We ehh ass oe vs ave wa | 80.32 1 25 
McKinney Holderness .........20.000006! 79.56 1 25 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis ....... wired 79.56 1 54 
do er ee | 79.56 1 25 
do CCC Ce | 79,56 1 25 
do — gwekiaieas | 79.56 1 25 
- - ere ae | 82.89 1 25 
do GO Aaeenbciaws $2.89 1 25 
do ee 8 8 skeen | 82.89 1 25 
a ONE siiicivegxiiensvin cea | 82.89 1 25 
>. Kaha newesenceeses | 82.89 1 25 
ee eee rer Tr Te Terre eT | 82.90 1 25 
oe 80 s«é=‘#“é#Noh Rg wie aes 82.90 1 25 
ieee cues eens | 82.90 1 25 
= AR OLE OETA Sailor esrb fees Brera e Se ce 82.90 1 25 
ee es eee eee ere rey 82.90 1 25 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... | 79.94 1°25 
do do eoere ry ee 79.94 1 25 
- S eer eeren | 19.94 1 25 
do GG seeders 79.94 1 25 
Hearty GiOG0W os sssscess piaceitea eis | 80.09 1 25 
mages Sims and aa Pe Oe ae | 80.09 1 25 
do Gime Lo iia aloieiass 80.09 1 25 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson .. 80.09 1 25 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 80.09 1 25 
ies SE Rey BUA Based eKeus : 80.09 1 25 
eS 0 eee ee a ee 80.09 1 25 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 79.60 1 25 
ee 79.60 1 25 
—_ Sims and eT SWE Gas iscsuks 79.60 1 35 
do ee °° Se rr 79.60 1 25 
McKinney Holderness .........cescseces 79.60 1 25 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 79.60 1 25 
Jesse W. Garth........0. i Si arct edeharevorere 79.60 1 35 
McKinney Holderness ......cscecescues 79.60 1 25 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





Name of the original purchaser. 


| 
| 








Name of the assignee. 





Daniel Greene . 


do 


Joseph B. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Jesse W. 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


Earle 


Garth 








Elisha H. Sharp... 
do Secale ats 
Moses Lewis and Edward Sites stats 
| a 
do See Giembies 
Edward Sims and Gaics Lewis .... 
do do 
do do 
Philip J. Weaver. 
Edward Sims and Suen Lowi Me etek 
do do 
Thomas McGee .... 
do 
do 
do 
William Winston 
do 
do 
Wiley P. Harris 
do 
William W ineton.. 
None. 
None 5... 
. Frecland, 8. C. Daniel, H. oe : 
do do 
William Winston .... 
Thomas McGee .. 
William Winston 
do 
Wiley P. Harris. . 
do wisteieieas 
Jno. Nelson, F rederit: i: Pe ck, ‘and 
Erwin 
Philip J. Weaver 
Thomas McGee . 
do 
Jonn Crosseessssnss 
Mckinney Holideraces ee 
do 
William A. Harrison 
Jesse W. Garth...... 
William A. Harrison... 
McKinney Holderness .... 
Thomas McGee ...... 
do 
do 
do seated 
Jno. Nelson, Frede rick Peck, and Ino. Erwin! 
do do do | 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and H. Gibson... 
do do do ot 
Allen Glover, Francis 8. Lyon, and Good- | 
| 
| 





man G. Griffin Keenan 
John Nelson, Fred’k Peck, and John Rewi in.| 
A. Glover, F. S. Lyon and G. G, Griffin .. 
do do 
Thomas McGee..... 
do 
do 
James Hogan. see ncesales MOSta ecu 
John Nelson, Fred’k Pe ck, ‘aud John Erwin. 
James Hogan bss iewee 
do ° 
James H. Denny 
do 4 
do 
Moses Lewis..... 
Thomas McGee. 
James Walton.. 
Thomas McGee. 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 








do ' 


79.6 
79.93 
82. 
82. 
82° 
82. 
82. 
82. 
82.8! 
82. 
82.8 
79.97 
79.6 
19.97 
79.6 
79.95 
79.95 
79.95 
79.95 
79.95 


79.95 


WOOO oO 


T of af at oF ay aT uF 


aT = 
or 
~~ 


oT -JT = T — 
oe 
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WOOO DO oO 
i ‘ are 


Cm OA A Os 
— ~S YS CO 
. . . . 


eT 48 oT of oT oT oT oT oT -3 TT ot a] «3 of 


oat at of of 27 
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pr acre, 
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ee le eo a ee ee oe ee ee 
t t t t v) bor ot t b t t 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





Name of the original purchaser. | 
| 


Name of the assignee. Quantity 


Acres. 


| 
| 
| purchased. 


Price 


pr acre. 








{ 
Sess WE. GOOGis 64s s casesccecss 
do OO ROE SORT ECCS 
do vested tans siohoceseielsys 
do err er 
do Rie otelelevecere wi acecetene 
do Sy diaeteneiavetesuecs 
do eialistaretevaveers Saarerered 
do arene eaasatenerei eae, oi 
do Brae hesets renee ay 
do Rene eaters 
do A EOC Oe Sielece 
GO? .. wae vase ouedstoreuare 
Stephen Morehead.............. 
Oe. © Shc bseeusterara tater. onc 
Maleomb Gilchrist.............. | 
do eee Ce ee 
do Sarcir athe shers | 
do aia TONENs. aacerereakeuene 
do ahsereienscoe SEshexex one 
do groke orcoieseteserenerales| 
do ‘ Seats 
do Boneh steers ‘ 
Gi “Seas wr eareeeets 
do P eros ieneiets . 
do greats eee aie stieie lols 
‘do ere ere i 
do eee ‘ 
do ioe ee ee ree 
do Senghe ene ekereawecave 
do rat ae ara: Cie wee S16 
do ‘ a acegueiess Pouevers 
do : Br petetaisr ate 
do re ee ap 
do Pere ee ta Nee 
do Biase temas Saree! 
do Coen er a ee a ee ee 
do Ee Eee Bei 
PRIS. WOVE is sks sees cces ‘ 
do ee . 
do Seats le Ge ieioia ie eee era 
do Savavassi ee aels oes 
do Siahekevesersosieie eve reseeas 
do PR ee ea teievelvrareaietetene 
do ab ev calatie lovers) isl aver 
do Sifey suelo tive r 
do a5 Sy were 
do . kenerelereiaerececeia 
do ne ee tee ‘ 
do ees usinereNeteealaverers aa ‘ 
do F Nakane ieee 
do Sravaveve sonia is eee 
do aveueueteretnecee 
do Sy ty RO TNO Re 
do SIN si eePe ste aie Se , 
do Bar siete venstoneconere 
do Bushs Niereor eiaistonctere 
do pe Sernis cman cuewe al 
do SERA ERE ees 
do Piles ais Celene eran ; 
do aire tetera cotarereus thes 
do sue esoint ere SEL er 
do OTE een : 
do soe exe a pote 
do BUA pre enSie tekerta ene) OOS 
do Speers 2 
do parece RK Dia 
do errr aes x 
do erg Tec eee | 
do ; ere | 
do ere TT Teer 


do 


pe eee ee ee Pee eee 79.96 
Sees Te, CO 6s hao hws v5 Kh ood Ses sa% | 79.96 
Thomas McGee....:.... er deity Bikes 2 79.96 
do i Papel Sete ie a oP storys rane. o. mi aetetone 79.96 

do dn Pe a elas ha ales TT. 64 

do Searaaitet ete yO Pea ieree AP ols aforeceers TT. 64 

do EEE etna vay iis tas eh ovale teraval ois ai 17.64 

do meena BONY Sed age toueyeise . 11.64 

do ERT OCCT TRCR TCR ITO A awe 17.64 
soon FR: Drisk... sss. et hahaa se - 17.64 
Thomas McGee ah tite Sew Sar a eatinis 17.64 
do Sxatier eb Gare) wo alel wie: Ge (6 armumwadiet acts 17.64 
PN ide aes Ge Rati ea uie | ‘ , an 79.98 
INE UOEL Coes ares Tov een area eee Oteiaie i Sw lbIG ia ialeneis Pt 79.98 
William A Ta arrison....... ae ihaea te wha a 79.90 
Edw’d Sims and Moses Lewis............ 80.00 
rio rated Go GUL S005 11 eee errant eee ae ee ee ae 80.00 
Thomas Gibson......... nia dwates wes 80.00 
Edward Sims and Moses le Se eee 80.00 
do aoe. | faves ecnstal 80.00 

do QGP ade iSiatwa es $0.00 
MI Soa eisierecciianhstasecs | 79.92 
do Mteietate eerekalertuareveie. aus chavele ciel tus 79.92 

do wilalereneuareeveveteus Siurauy euietalaradacesan's | 79.92 

do ee ee eT Pe eee a 79.92 
Wiley H. Harris... Aivacinn wae - 79.92 
do lategetade stateside S547 siataieideaws .| 79.92 
Ns ook specced stance te ddmewl 79.92 
Os nssas ee Se ee 79.92 

, Se Se ee ee Te TT re jal 80.07 
CG Gee My 8 eA eesreree ee spoue aie ehtisraiereias oka ul 80.07 
Thomas McGee... .iscises eee eee wana 80.07 
William A. Harrison............ re ae hs | 80.07 
Sammel MOGOWRE. 66sac tance sccce cscs] 80.07 
do ghee Seren eNS ua tates oaclatereca eaves oral| 80.07 

do sfinlninbhioden nach cal 80.07 
Thoms BeGee. sic scecvesccs errs 80.07 
do Sete Reta te rarata Glee chee sare wal 81.29 

= are Rivkensunheeewename | 79.67 

do Eton Sats suciauerenalscanele aie tee 79.67 
fT Se Be Asser caly ia ap ahaa guaran | 79.67 
TPO nRAS AGC Ces scsie ie Sook OSS ors eae ace ererece | 19.67 
M. G. Wood and T. 3B. Goldsby. er | 79.99 
Thomas McGee. errerrer erry ree | 79.99 
James Hiciionsid. . teed a eT a ree eS 79.99 
Thomas MeGee....... islicdls Res sash to ae abe Ne 79.99 
do Ree cPerb vous anes texenanre vavon’s loners 79.99 

do eer ee ee inekasenen ant 79.82 
INOUE) «sek oo RNC ARCA TCC RE TW ACT RTE eRe 80.02 
PRG NER ed Es Oe cp OTROS ara foo o's ais 5.75 10 aloes aoe Sone ce'e: ocenenm:< 80.02 
SNe REC ie ee rena ahs ni edeicves havetsayeuene ate) anata 80.02 
John B. Jones... psi eters eS rote e : 80.02 
Elisha H. Sharp. ...0. 000s Terre 80.02 
INONEiierwacle see Te eT Fe ee ee 59.87 
ee A yeh octal ik Le aw ewaels | 79.96 
Thomas Mtiee: ; raeepa tess Se aereuelseoste evel 79.98 
do Noherelah er oleienglan ele arti Somehaeaee | 79.98 

do eich saaste BuBtee ets ; Siete orenecahe 79.98 

UOT. «eben te rateretercrertrate he oven av eradeielt 79.98 

T. Freeland, $ ’. Danie iL ‘and i. Gibson. 79.98 
do 79.98 

do or 79.98 
Wie TEs ain bv nes ckinee wow sawn ss] 79.98 
do Soe Tau SM Ear tau ii clave oneal artane uel 79.80 

do Sadan O ieee Muse eiaistene ‘ 79.95 

ss 8 perme ie sie clea ee rene 79.95 

do akavaqolaneh al diorederti'ois St Wiareke 79.95 

do Sarre lee ae beste bra werelecwraxeuereall 79.95 

do piBneiateler eueiereis as ee eerree 79.95 

do Bie veharaleteyehers Ser blsraleiws Piece 79.80 

do TOPreeere errr rere ee eee 79.80 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 

















Name of the original purchaser. 





Name of the assignee. 








do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



































do she 


ee. ee 


David C. Richards ..... 


eoeeee 


core eeeee 


do eee Rice 
do EE eek see 
do . Ren reik ne eet 
do pee " 
do Soe te een 
Thomas McGee........ pid eee al auk 
NOs. SSee eke eu see sees 
William H. Ragsdale. os See 
Joseph B. Ex * SEE RTD 
do nee eed ee See 
do Sry hares bneee es 
do Nea ey Salers 
do ‘ See 
do cbeieee ay Seek 
Ne) Seieeh's Reeve 
do coccce os 8:0» 
do Fey Se gar ee 
do SA eee eee 
do Leek es 
do cae Serenata 
do Peete hone ee 
do Pees whee Sas 
do ‘cake ° eee 
do ate eyes 4 
do ibe twe es ; 
do ; PS TI ee 
do Sa Re ae eee 
do cote cline Cee ‘ 
do Peewee Sie aeieiess 
do fear e nor i 
| aot eee ys are ; 
do ‘ eRe ; 
i} do cae . : 
i| do ans Seer : 
tl Ade) oe sere ee Sa pee ‘ 
do oseeeses $oes . 
iia pee bed: Lee ecceee 
do coe ehiie acta ews ere 
do EET Ee ees 
do one aan : 
do eich eee +A 
Daniel Greene......-+-.. eer ere 
do Se ease 
do epee heey oa ists 
ne Ucheaws Seuss cares 
ae sews g San ae 
do oe ee owen Peak wine 
do ee aw ts sels ee 
do SRR ES gree i Se : 
do ee en ee ; 
do ee ; sibel walec 
do sa pba eee wicks ‘ 
Nig=t Watiniecse ss cake oe 
do er. ree eye 
Md ase enes nee Pera 
do Cee wedeD Piek 
do Seaeieees Beets. 
do oot esecseescsecens 
do ce ee his ie Ge Sales 
do Lepee Geese seeexs : 
do ee ert - bikie 
G0: <«gaeees em eis bleie 
do ete is isis ek Se Bs 





Thomas McGee . 


Mi) o Sttxeucueetc pee ieee se Neen 

do bbs eae eeccece ee ie oie ° 

do Peale bis swede beer ses is 

do Scesuse pease Seem iaelets 

do ae eRe ; Er i 
Rokert dead. ey ee ena Penne ee 

do BS save oe peuste wos pickemiatetee : 

do pi ectetensiewe eis see ouenc bts — 

do CEL eases Say fe eee 

G0  Gsuueweuseus eee ee . 

do Secs owia wise toltors tevwin erate eine 
ee Stueietorcio sie tous oibieta Bie eibtiewis whos 
DAOMTAS 10) COMME o56 iw wsw ss seine cee ; 
Gains Whitfield....... Se Tee 
Edw’d Sims, Moses Lewis, and Thos. McGee 

do do do 

do do do 

do do do 

do do do 

do do do 

do do do 


Nimrod Davis 
Moses Lewis 


ee eeee 


and Edward limes ie Raicipciw ss 








do do ete Nee Sec 
T. Freeland, S. C. Daniel, and IL. Gibeon i 
do do do 
WONGlY MORE iis kecanawr ses ‘ Tree 
T. Freeland, 8. C. Daniel, and IL. Gibson 6 
do do do 
do do do es 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 
do do eels tenes 
do do pete reie Means 
Wiley P. Lane....... eee eee Tee (aa% 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 
NDE «dies ausex Beatie vesens dai te Se ae 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 
do do Seaielars 
do do b ee bs oso wie 
W. G. Woods and T. B. Goldsby....... ; 
HACLERO UL ESA 11 (Os ep ee ata fet aan es arr Ante ads 
McKinney Holderness ...... Siatetera de vesets her 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 
do do os a 6:3. 
McKinney TIGHICONCES . a6s cis sucesicas ‘ 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 
do ce Re dere ee ane e 
Malcolm M. Burk. ........6<% Sieh RRR Gore 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......-. ; 
Malcolm M. Burk....... : ie eae 
Dome Wi . SPREE k6 do wb 6s% 4s cakes cones 
Thomas MeGee. 6.5% <.0%s00% ee 
Dabney A. Man siscccscnsiess Rey 
Thomas McGee .......... Se oe ee 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis .......... 
do Ol uy). Caeeetee.tee: 
Maleolm M. Burk ...... Pre eer . .| 
Edward Sims and Moses es VAS oe eee | 
do do Seifete Whieeay 
do do Secs 
Pt con itcs bh aerkw eens SH kaos 
Malcolnr M. Burk.......... ‘hiedseerkewe 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis ......... A 
do do Seca ees 
do do ke these | 
do do esate, .| 
do do ‘ ers 
do do ‘ wnual 
do do e ere Tt 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





So 


Name of the original purchaser. 


Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


Price 
pr acre. 

















a elites 
Daniel Greene. ....-eeeeeeesees 
do a Pea alene de vayeavemiaKereton 
do pea OA tReet o Fe sr wie tal ..| 
do (ikeeebiadserae val 
do i lel abi eters ek Case Telaklgh 
do pslararied aiuleae ie kwia 
s do eS Te 
do ee ee 
do FE ee A eee 
Jesse W. Grath, . 220.000 cess 
do se eccsccewecsces| 
do ets, shee en 
| 
| | 
do Buea tes avecwrenatoaiens 
do Bua Pavers le tevaretaerenehets 
do Sievanevevereubeneiorerers 
do Ss Moree Tome eieve oieceuauens 
do SOSLelatav enon era reversians’ 
do Br eregt acetal mieturecoiece 
do Bete raises ohare eee ate 
do saith Srevavepedavcere alevers 
do Sicinidteie aula Shera 
do sir eaioRo ersio wtaceleve 
do Behe rarahe ererohas le 
do wake tele tevaeverstarete ete 
do Beeisietehe auvnesimieelate| 
Malcomb Gilchrist............ ad 
Go 9 | Ssaxshicwss seweesl 
do eee reer ee ss, 
do Saveleehntatatare aver eioce 
do I Oe 
“Or. swat efaGaserehans 
do sale eels Jol aVareteders | 
do Per erry Mirae 
do sterenaterarsueieite 
do ASS Su oe Sieh 
do siete sistoneeueneiens ‘ 
do Stereweenewsiare aor 
do eoeee : : 
do wirocatichonerees 
do biereuatsratacts caretevs 
UO 5 | seauietnetietme tererarera 
McKenney Holderness..... Kantex 
Meloonmls M. Bare conc cce vc csves| 
do Dsislassurers toler | 
Wiley P. Harris. .......e.seeee.| 
do BULUeRaNeEe ta lerohe ce cenesonays | 
do Sei ereiAier a ole arse 
do Secale Bice nlaie etenenor 
do Byueee Se ueeneie eyace | 
Daniel W. Ragsdale............ | 
Daniel Greene......+...6- Terre 
do ore re eee eee | 


Thomas Cooper....-...e+- 


William G. Wells......... 


do oked waneiveniad 
John B. Dawson......eeee- ore 
STA NU CIBOG oic.a as oe oie meses : | 
Richard Hutchison..........- | 
Jolin B, Dawson. ......02ssseeee| 
Augustine Willis........ sg swe! 
John B. Dawson........-- eee | 


Nancy Nash .......eseese- 
Peter Greenlee.........0.. 





Ye . | 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis ..........! 
| 


do do Seve iaralatonal 
do do soba agebbratans 
do do reer ee 
ot a | 
a, BP ob no oa oA aS Hae eeS | 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis ..........| 
John T. Connell........ ee eee 


Edward Sims and Moses Lewis..........!| 
John B. Jones, Maleomb M. Burk, D. W. 
Ragsdale, Samuel B. Malone, and Walter 
ee a ee em Cian’ 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis, “and Thomas} 
ee a er eee 
Jolin B. Jones, “Malcolm: M. Burk, D. W. 
Ragsdale, Samuel B. Malone, and Walter 
M. Bennet. Maieheieeuaes sae heseSe 
Jacob B. Jones, Maleolm M. Burk, D. W. .| 
Ragsdale, $ Samuel B. Malone, and W alter| 
M. BM ichneccaonacvssces Psans ool 
| ne 





ee ee 
MOIS) HNECGCCs a hs ees eos ae Biers weneeeite 





Edward Sims and Moses Lewis. Stan sisnereds | 
do do bistara estilo ‘eal 
EN 6 5G ka ae ateensea cedecenad 
do Sed orate ese la aiese oie leees avclaicetecececole a's 

do Par a eer era a ee eae enaee-e 
Edward Sims and Moses lawie:. Stein wa aren 
do do Re er ee 

do do Peer 

do do rae 
Wamiet W. HAgsGhlesé iiscdaccccessaver | 
do enemanata SiRila et oi.e) whey even ota 
Edward Sims, Moses Lew wis, and Thomas} 
McGee......... bt acee Rie (Ge eileen aust wid | 
Danicl W. “Ragsdale. B aiiiceestsithc doh ianed 
do delat ea a Ake Aina | 

GOR  «-—-- 4a BPR ak here eutite | 

do cA SH Rfautaicoi wah even nach Rs ee 
Jesse eee en IGaS Preery ere 
PEE, UES AREKG HS e ene chee aeReds | 
4 ree PNG RUKE.& naleaaeaied 
Dabney A. Mar sie : Siler ach sleie) ereraeese | 
Edward Sims and Mises ew! MisckeeRGRS | 
do do eee eT | 

do do a Siena orersnawcker| 
John L. Winston....... Ve ph RAK at awa 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis.......... | 
hee! Mo. SELECT ETC CTT Ee wae 
UNTO eros te ater c le ery rt ale radar rte ic kc a eccersiota 
PR 0 6 bes este Pi venateueteraralai lo: leievenalteronmres 


CR en tee et ee, 


Pe COKER Ee GS ee g eh ihe wed | 
po ee ee eee eee eee IEG ey ehei tea ore HA | 
UNOH OC ctor oiicta a tertec oy airave cetera otis o BiosieisiO a. e.cerd & ail 
WOMC ...5. eee eee bein Des oahu Sane et | 
WOME osc asnen ating ates Cituwike sa wan or 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis......... | 
Jonn T. Commell sissies cs echieeseacawel 
SD ee ey ee eee eee ‘chal 
INCOMING co) await over Dead ise we v auiaerlahelaei tot oie weienel 
None. Tree tc .T C ee ee ee ee ee err 
None... a rarer eRe nates sitatsrasat ars atl 
McKenney Holderness BRS Sa See b erearer are | 
None... BOSC NTE Stuie a) Seen are ee 
IONE! Seiscoeewieve - ieeene bie athens 
OMG 65. 240s eas Sewiusawnee’ (erheehens | 


NONE cee eee ee eens eer eer T phe ae | 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continucd. 








Name of the original purchaser. 


Name of the assignee. 
5 


Quantity 


purchased, 





Namiod BAWASS 6<<4 00% 2006s 0000 


Richard Hutchison...... A sy 
James Hackleman........ Bseeior tks 
David C. Richards........ LUhevanane 
PN Fs cbc ics caesecnces 
Alexander Copeland ....... ieree 


Lewis Collins. 
SPORT, CPS 3 0 [ee 

do Aieieie 
Samuel G. Wells.......... Bees 
PON TARMEEE. ook wc cadences 
Asa Cook...... Sik oo SG Busieto Aeewime 
Samuel L. Williford..... Be eG ass 
NS re 
Joshua W. Deen and John A. Snill 
Robert MiOCKtONs «. <<. .s0s cesses 
Solomon R. MeClanahan......... 


eoeeeeereereereeeeeee 


eeoerereeee eee eee 


George B. Watts...... —tiekees 
James Weems......... ee rane 


STO Ce toe} oC) Co [To orn 





Abi 4 . Beusanmksaseceine | 


Dome) PIEWIUE. «6 ccsccccces ieeat 

(le) RRS Serra Spies eee aie 
William Angling........... er 
Abraham Howell....... Pees eee | 
Biveckeel ANGELS... cas seas dace sss 
John H. Durritt...... beaaeeweus 
Edward B. Randolph...... Peeeane 
Edward Conaway. ......+...ee0. 
ee ee errr Seat 
Roddy PMS wok a See cece eee 


Samuel Ragsdale. ..........++06| 


Wiley Fields. ........ccccceeess 


do Tent a en ee ee ee ee 

WV islinmmeareer sc. cccce sees piaacet 
Diwan 00! Moreen... 6... ods Beals 
Samos ¥. Trotter. «..0 2. s0s6. eer 
do Pb bb be 26 8 46.6 8 Se 

Nn) acer ee cents Sees 
Reuben Rodwers. .......+.s. Kiba 
Robert Shotwell. .........%. aes 
Jacob Laughridge. ..........s00+ 
John Seale......s- Bie ie wrens ein 
NGmeeess Soe ee oie eke 

ESS eee Tey als 

,f oS a rr | 
William Sanderson. ............. | 


fo aa re ‘eae 


Felix Wood........ eeeidenons | 


| (Ogee eee ees ee red Bye oe 
Names: AWUBRClics +. bo cess05 0056s 
ACME MESINIEN <2 cu soos bee wees 


emnel Mullens.... 020% seceess 


William H. Coulter......... a7 
| ee eee 
Benjamin Owen. :............-. 
a  “éptesoees eer 


John B. Jones..... Se eae eRe 
Xenophon Holbert...... Sheu patta 
John Holbert...... PS eciet ats are 


Toliwer WCCUON. «so .es ss bovccecs 
Alanson B. Brownlee............ 
Thomas J. Hutchinson........... 
Tyor Harris Glen Loftus......... 
Skane As0W << si.<-< Petes ee 
Allen Dowdle. ......<s.es55 bsg 

Ajexander Harrison... .......s56. 
ee | 
SE PONNINs F idee es csewkeseens 


William H. Ragsdale............ 
ee 





None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 


None 


None. 


None... 


None 


None, 


None 


None. 


None 


None. 
None .... 


None 
None 


do eves Giga yahie fe amore as eiceste ears | 


None. 


None 
None 


None. 


None 
None 


None. 


None 
None 


AVone 


AVone 
4Vone 


svone . 


ayone 
AVOone 


ANONC 22 
INONC wo ee 
SNONIE 202 


svone 
AVOne 
AVone 
None 
4ANoneC 
svone 
N me 
None 
None 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 
one 


one .-. 


N 

N 

N 

None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None. 


oe eee eeeeer ee oer eee eee eee eer eeeesee 


core eere eee ee eee ere ee eee seers eeeses 


eee erer rere eee eee eee eee eeeereeeee eo) 


oe ewer reer ere eee eee eeeeeeeeeeseres 


Acres. 
79.76 
79.88 
40.00 
39.95 
839.85 
40.00 
39.81 
80.15 


79. 
49, 
S80. 
39. 
4(). 
40. 
40. 
40. 
40). 
40), 
40. 
SO. 
83. 
35Y. 
79. 
84 
39, 
oo. 
00 

40. 
156. 
51 
18. 
39. 
79. 
79. 
29 

79, 
160. 
.84 
.01 
90 
.10 
24 
88 


>) 
$5 


80 


39 


78 


39 


gy 
18 
28 
19 
01 
12 
12 
06 
12 
50 
96 


io 


79 


T8 


00 
86 


>) 
12 


60 
04 


88 
00 


oo 


~oOo 
06 
JS4 
265 
.62 
oO 

.10 
00 
5.00 
.61 
.43 
39. 
39. 
39. 
40, 
39. 
39. 
0. 
40), 
40. 


81 
84 
64 
35 
79 
2 
D6 
09 
01 





| No. 1263, 


Price 
| pr acre. 


fe 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


So bo bo WO PO PDO 
oro or or or or 


t 


5 
Toro or Ot or cr Oror gi oh 


HOG St Ht Gt Gt Tr Ore 


tour Or Ot Sr St Or Or Or Gt Ot St St St St Gt St St Or St Sr St Sr Ot SI St St St Ou Ge © 


vo 


1 Oro or @ 


as a ean 5 
SrOorgusd 


LO bb DO DO OD PO NO 1 WWW HMM NWNWNHMDWNWNWNwWMNWNWNWNWNWNHWNWNWNWNMWNWNWNWWNWNNWNNWNwWNWNWNWNKN 5 
ch Ge Os OR b L b SIONWNWNWWNWNWNNNNNNNNNNWNNWNNNWNWNWNNY NWN NNN NNN NWN nNNWwnNnnwnnwnNnnwnwnnwWwt 


Or or 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





ie ee | 
| 


Name of the original purchaser. 


Name of 


assignee. | 


the | 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 








Nicholas T. Riggin.......-.eeee.| 
James F. Coulter........ 

do Meera weewon! 
James Ellis Miller......... eee 
Josiah Beaty...... seen 
Terrill Brooks.... 
William Bigley.......cccccesees | 
Certain Harnest...... eee ee ee eee! 
Ruftis Weavers... .ceeccewcescce| 
William E. Verner..... | 
Jason C. Crigler..... ‘ 
David D. Greer........... ree 

MO, ara es Persie TE AT RERCH 
Se TS oa os 1A Kowa ee ‘“] 
Willian) JACKSON ..6 sc seccemaes oes 
Josiah Williams........... 
Joshua Flimn......... 

do ee ee een 
Debte MAGBCE 65 ccee ccs ccssess 
Ephraim Payne...... 
Elizabeth Anderson.... 
Joseph Miller...... ade taler ieee veN | 
Daniel Molloy...... 
Coleman May..... ‘xe 
John R. Long... 
Moses Dameron...... Sieuevodarou ste tniete | 
ee 

do eee 

do Seelam eee eee 

do ‘ 
Martin Nelms....... 
BO PME 6 issn ee a cteicesss! 


do SNS ees alial ora tev eulgwel 6 | 
ieee ON coe oneys anova re veus alee. aise one | 
Ge “Aeris iee aseraRaese wel 


John Herod....... Saleiarer whe nelsas 
William D. Parker...... ae Muse ravens 
Elias Fisher. . 
do 
Thomas Matthews ...... 
Anderson Runnels ......0ccccess 
David McAllister 
James C, MeAllister....,. 
Ignatius Tubb...... eT Te ee ee 
Anderson Runnels ... 
Robert J. Walker and 
MUAUIG Veiexeterene: 3 
Peter P. Powell...... 
William Egeleston........ 
William W. Walton... 
Robert J. Walker and Thomas Bar-; 
nard 
James Stanley........ 
do siioreerenes 
WR TOY sha seae reused oe eu! 
Po Be ee 
PRMD DUONICT <4 sass occ ecsa seal 
do Bee aue elas. athe 
do Dah ttetetate te 
do 
Gabriel Evans Nash.........cee0e!| 
Erastus Lum and Wm. Lum....../ 
do do 
Dunean ©. MecLeod...... 
Erastus Lum and Wm. Lun. 
Asa Tool 
Erastus Lum and Wm. Lum...... 
do do Eerot ses 
do do seeeeel 
do do es 


do do ake 


Thomas Bar-' 


eoeerseeteee 


eooreereoere oer eer erteene! 








ee 
None 
MD ds chen ek 
None.... 


NR kts ac es 
GRE ssa kk 


DN siscs wt es ; 
PORE nw ses sues 
PE bowie rae 
NR Si5 iwi ne 


None ave a 
Le : 


ee ne 
PN ik oe aaa 


None..... 
MN os ee S55 


eee 


ne ree 


None 
None. 
None... 
ics Jenks ss 
ae 
Lindsey C. Hall.. 


PN eax accun cake 


None .... 
None.. 
William Terry... 


Walker and Barnard...... 
er re 


INORG 5, o.ce we ee See 
INGE Oletons: stereo ees 


a ee 
David McAllister. 
None. 
Richard T, Archer 
None... 
INONOk ee kiss 


PO ii sowkaas 
None.. 
None 
eer ere 


None 


INI Gls esreas eave iene 
INTO) Carat rreiice wads 


INTO ection 
None 


INGIIG she ts oeveteds 


None 


Is P00 7S a are eee Pe 


INONEs cn tcesao seus 
INONC.. 3 
None 


INORG tgisyssretaie ee Ste 
pS Se eee 
None 





oe ewer eereereee 


ehertnereiete onetere aleiesece 
| 
yatehens Fr etasate cauee wea 
oes . . ee . . . 
eiel preknroheueranevoveress Sine a euer 
Hetoneleua enavevetelsietere eve ‘ 
ee es. 60628 6.0 . eoeee . 
areneiee sieiernieiever euereher els P 
a ieekeners eletana way are eieserete 
wuedererereveus. +) elaseierale: siexe i 
elise aie ois ec ears: ol sieleeieo ane awh 
odeheve ae otter atees exer ‘ 
erate cat steuatal eal aeniass stan enewerane 
Maleseraleveeiensle exec S siekalene 
Syoterelotereeretgue one shecarava/ckolere 
eieleneiersrernie ‘ aaiee aeuanera 
we é Niefaya arale eo aarereke 
SE eee A Pen 
eieroneteneroner's alate lat ie ch orlacal ei wia 
epenadtioneranekenoneia) aca Sexs ‘ 
On TOT CRTC ae ICE a 
a siete eNeie (sieves traceie:selexate era:k 
aieieveredelnietereiece aieyeaneaidia ats 
Sal el alokeleneoie:e halal aleve a dicianeie 
ate or aval e anata eLeuesal oi alcnel ole 
OEE Shoteiale thus e166 ele eeia 
ee . ee ee 7 anacadl 
| 
Ria teteneloreiovare slave. Oietens wei 
° 
aisha apevereleleiaveneteeievenelai aera 
ateleretevelelovevetiaiere sis ea ayerana 
Seah Su wicia el aleral she aelavann era exe 
oie al bk oie heft etsoit viet ss eny 2G ces ar Ghiayiet eal 


eeoeeraer ee eee serene 
eoereeee eeoeeeeee 


ataieelelel cieisiei source = acala eee 
| 
eee eee eoeoenen ee eeee eee | 
| 
TLcrere ee oe eevee e| 
sllaliauliaadene!<cdhewetorerei/eietese/ 6) 
SCRE NK TS Lines anaes al 
| 
ileler ealleieie:\e\ losers ~ eaieiererele, « 
| 
| 
silateyelfallecots.cus)-0letleraielecroeceent| 
atelelehacs axersineiemio suena wares 
. . ifeps (epa ee . 
olen tite eleyeieit si or Si. erie orelecers 
S&S 6 '¢ . . . ee . 
sehae Sshibitensere ales nei cee 
Sueuon sys ehene: one Pie ae less 
siaie lerabeieya si eiecevere ° . 
ar erroeretsseyeve) eanenerels esieevers| 
. . eeereeeee ee & @ 0) 
a cieseheieiele wee: ie sjehaniorelm eee) 
~ pierecaue Os. sisal arene 
eiavaveieys eens . : 
sleteteveueieata.6ecs . : 
Sisisisileieie eee sres area cals ene 
Sienstelsistets eee cecsee . 
alecaieviejelerenaveieneta 68)e wuss eo 
efeiwliexaneiionsereiee arousal . 
. eos coer . 
oe eteile: Sibie:'e) Siareiereiere ore 
Syelel a lepskeiie6ia,ecn slalonet eves; eis 





40. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
39. 
39. 
79. 
39. 
40. 
40. 
39. 
40. 
40. 
40. 
39. 
39. 
39. 
40. 
SQ. 
39. 
40. 
40. 
SE. 
39.§ 
39. 
39. 
78. 
79.5 
158. 
bo ve 
80. 
159. 
152. 
fe 


40, 
87 .: 


90. 
80.2 
162. 
SU. 


79. 
161. 
80. 
253 


ad 


i 


78. 
80. 
81. 
81. 


136. 
81. 
81. 
40. 
84.$ 
82. 
82. 

169.7 


169. 


43. 


00 
89 








ee ne el 


i a | eel cell cell cemeellll cecal cee cree ee eee et ll ela 


ell eel cell cel ee ee oe ee ee | 


25 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


25 











































































PUBLIC LANDS. 








A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





Name of the original purchaser. 


| 
| 
| 


Name of the 


assignee. 


| 
| 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 





Uriah Newman.... 
do ae 


Stephen Johnson. ...........- 


Erastus Lum and Wm. Lum 


Uriah Newman.... 


Richard T, Archer .. 
George W. Greene............ 
Stephen Thompson,... 
Jeremiah 8. Robinson ....... 


do 
do 
do 


Wiley Davis ....... — 
Erastus Lum and Wm. Lum...... 
do ee 


do 
John M. Elder..... 


do oe 


Ce oe 
tussell G. Bell .... 
Uriah Newman.... 
John M. Elder..... 
do hoses 

do Smuts 

do Rees 

do a snk ds 


Jeremiah 8S. Robinson 


do 

do 

do 
Lindsey C. Hall.... 
Samuel Dawson 
Robert H. Buckner. 


do oe 


do 


do es 


do 


do ‘ 


Nod Ose eetiese sense 


do : 
Joshua Toomer.... 
do ee 


Thomas M. Minzcl. a 


James Stanley ........ccecess 


Lorenzo Latham... 


do raat 


do sr 


do oa 


do ae 
do oe 


do yl A RE, 


do 5 ee 
do eee 
Daniel McEachim.. 
do tad 
Lorenzo Latham... 


do Site aie 
do Bisse 


Robert H. Buckner. 
do 5 
Wiley Davis...... 
do ee ae 
do or 
do Sr 
do EGk ek 
Boaz Whitfield .... 
Wiley Davis...... 
James Stanley .... 


Winey DSVIE 226006065 


do ae oistels 


do eee 


do thabenees 


eeeeteeee 


eoeeeeeeee 


eevee eee 


eee eee 
eoeree . 
eerereeeeeeeees 


eee eeeer eee eee 


eee eeee eee . 
eee eeeee . 
eee eere eee eee 
eeeesee . e 
ee . . 
eereeoer ee ee eee 
ereeee . . e 
oreee eeoeeeeee 
eoeeeese eeeeteee 
. eooreeeeees 
ee ee 
eeoeeeee 7 . 
. eee ee ° 
oeeeee eeoeeeee 
eoeeee . eeoeeee 
ereeeereeeerees 
7 . eee 
eoreeeee + . 
. 
. eee . . 
. eeoeeeeree 
ee . . eoeoereee 


eoeeeeee eserves 
eeeeveee ee 
eoeeeereeeee . 
. eeoeeeeteeen 
eee + eevee 
eee oereee 


coeeere er eees 


eoereeeeeee 


eeeevereeveer 


eeerereeereeeerees 


eeeeee 


| 





None 


None pele 
None.. 


None.... 
None... 


James Stanley......... 


None. 


None : 
None... 
None : 
None... 
None... 
None wares 


None 


None... 
None.. 
None. 


None 
None 


None eras 
None... 


None 


None... 
None.... 


None 
None 


None. 
WNiones.< 


None 


None. 
None. 
None. 
None oe 
None e 


cee reese eee eeeses 
ote eer eons oreee 
oe eee eer erereseee 
eeeee eoeee ee 
eee ere eeseoes eee 
eeeeee . . 
eeee eoeeereres . 


. . ee eeee 
oor eevee ee ee 
eve eeere eoeerereeene . 
. eee eoeeeeeee . 
. . eoereeeeeee 
ee eevee e eee eee 
. . ee eooreee 
oeeeeere . . ee 
. eee eee ee 
. . . + . ee 
eeeee . . eeereee 


oeeeesee . . 
oe ee eee eee ee eeeee 
oe ee eee eer e eee eee 

eeeee . Lies 

oe . eoeeree 

oe eee coeoeoeee ee eee 
ee ee eee eeeeee 
eeereeereeseee eoeee 
eeeereeeeeee ee 


eereeereeeereeeeees 


William H. Craven ..... 


None 


None. 
None > 
None. 
None 
None. 
None. 


None 


eeeee eoereveee . . 
ee eeeeesr eeee 
. ee ereeeseve 


ore eoeree ere eee eee 


Starling Powell ........ 
Robert H. Buckner ..... 


None... 
None.. 


eeeee 


Robert H. Buckner ne 


NOP 262006 
RINE Gates Guin ceieee we 


None 
None 


None 
None 
None 


James Stanley......... 


None 
None 
None 


None .. 


None 


None 


ooererereereee 


eee were eee ee eee ee 


eeeeee 


eeeeeeee 


eoecereevreeeeees 


oe eeeeeeeeeen 


. eee 
ee eeeeeoe 
eee eee eeees 
. eeee ee 
eee eeeeoeee 


. oeeeeecee 
ee eeee eeee 
eee . eee 
oe) 6 2 eb baw 6S 
eevee reee 

. eee 
eee erseesene 


eee ee eee 
ee wee eres es 
° . 
eee eeee 
eeereeeee 
eee eee 
eevee eeeeee 
. eeeeeeee 


eeee ee ee 
. eoreeee . 
eoeee eee . 


eeseereese . 
eoeeee ee . 
eeeveeeesece 


. eeeeve 
eoeee eeeeee 
. eee eeeee 
eeeee eeeee 
eee eeeeee 
eee . eeee 
eevee eeeeee 
. ee . ee . 


oe eee ree ees 
eeeee eee 
seeeee eee 
oe eee eeee 


eves 


. + eeee . eee 
eereeeeee eee . 
. . . eee . 
eevee eeos eoeee . . 
eeeeee eee ee . 
eoeeveee eee . ee 
. . . . . . 
. eeereeeeee . oe 
eee . . ee 
eer eee eee eeerene 
~ . ee . . 
eeeveeeee eeee oe 
eoeee eeerereeee . 


| 
| 
| 





9 » 


oat 


.28 


.89 


.68 
245 
von 
. 10 
.05 


76 


. 


82. 
164. 
76. 
86. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
83. 


160. 
79. 
161. 
95. 
146. 
39. 
86. 


T4 


10% 
80. 


( 


19. 


79. 
79, 
75. 
39. 
39. 
39. 
179. 
159. 


159.5 
940.5 


177. 
19. 
177. 
88. 
160, 


sod 


40 
39 


[De 


7d. 


80. 


80 


240. 
80. 


19. 


64 


10 
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bo bo bo bo bo 
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THE PURCHASERS OF 


LA 


A.—Statement Sf the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





_ 


Name of the original purchaser. 





————— 


John M. _ >? hah ieadaaalalalg 
Jefferson Fatheree oo... ee eeeee 
Dennis Hopkins .. 6.0. eee ence ees 
William W. and E. G. Whitehead. 
do do . 
do do ‘ 
do do 
do do . 
do do 
do do “4 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do , 
do do 
do do é 
do do : 
ie! eg” 
William W. and E. G. Whitehead. 
Hiram Davidson ......cccccccece 
ge eo See nen 
do 
Wie DOC inc kiss cove cise 
Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
do do 
do 7 do | 
do do | 
do do 
do do 
William Egeleston.......see00..! 
Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
do do | 
do do | 
Simon Stigler ...... | 
do 
do 
do 
do 
iS ae ee 
We eis F, HRSPING 2 ccc esssvss 
do 
Witte BivhWoods.ccccccceccss 
Joseph R. Plummer...... 
Jobn B, Stewarts cccsecces 
do 
Thomas G, Ringgold .. 
do 
Abraham Penquite.........00.0.| 
Nimrod N,N Milcasanwewas cancel 
a re 
Jeremiah J, Robinson .......666 6) 
ee rs 
Jeremiah S. Robinson .......20.6.! 
Bavert Wester? soi ccccsace cet 
OU: Ws ON 6 58460 see ova ss} 
Vardry BeBe... ivcesccscesvess 
Pe hx 69 e00eandaeeese 
Willis Patterson... 
do 
ee rr 
McKenney Holderness. . 
Hiram Simons Dawson..... 
Sans: We DORs ccs cccwccees 
Vardry McBee... .....0000. 
THOMAS JONEING cc ccccncscceses 
Edmunds G. Whitehead.... 
do 
do 
Wee POP ak cases sedans seeds 
do SOR ero 


oe e eee eeees 
eeeerees inelavesess) eiens:| 
eeereeeeree eee eee eee 
eevee eeeseeee ee eee 


eevee ereere ee ee essere 


eeeereeeeeee 





oe ee eereeeeeee 


eee eee 





VOL. VII—9d2 F 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None . 
None. 


None 
None 
None 
None 
Dani 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None.. 


None 


None. 


None 
None 
None 


None... 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None ee 
None. 
None. 


None 


William Kirkwood 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
Ni mnie 
None 
None 


None .. 


None 
None 





Name of the assignee. 
oD 


eereeneeeeoe 


eee eer eeeee 


ee eee ee ee ereoe 


eee eereree 


eeeeeereene 


1 Stafford. . 


eeeeeereees 


“ee eereeee 


eeeereerer ees 


eee ereee eee 


eevee eeereeoeeee eee eee een 
eoocerereeere eee ee ee ee eeees 
eeerereeeee eee eee eseeeee 
eevee eee ese - OPO eee 
eeerrereeer ee ee ee eees 
eenrreeeeeeest ee eee eseeves 
e@eeeeeeoeneseeeeeeeeeee 
converse etr ee ee ee ese sees een 
eevreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene 
eeoeereeceoeree eee eee ee eeeee 
oe ee eee eee eee eee er eeeses 
eoeteoeeeeeee ee eeses 
eeoereeereer ee eee eee eees 
eeeeeenee 


ooeoreeeeeee 


eeoetreeoee ee ee ee eee eee eese 


eoeoereeeer ee eoer ee see ee eeeens 
eeoeoeeeee ee ee ese ee ee eeeese 
eorereeeeeee ee eer eee eeeee 
eeeereeereeoese ee eee eer eee 
eeoeerereeor ee ese eee ee eeeee 


eeerereeoe ee eee eee ee esses 


eeeereeeoee eee ese eeeeeeeeee 
eooreeeoer ee ee ee eeeeeseees 
eoereeeose ee eee eee ee eeees 
eeVeerereeee eee ee ees eeeeee 
eeoeereeeoe ee ee ee eee eee eee 
eeoeoereeeer ee ee ee eee eee eeoe 
eeeeree eee eee eee OOOH eee 
eevee eeer ee eee eee eeereees 
eeoeereeveerese eee eee eeeeeeen 
eeoeereeeoere eee ee eeeee 
eeoeereesre eo meee eee ene 
eeoerereeerece eee eee eeerenee 
eoeere eee ee eee eee ee eeeee 
eeeereeeere eee ee eer eeeeeees 


eoeereeee ee ee ee eeeeseeeees 
eoeeeceereee eee ee ee eee 
eooeoereeee ee ee eee eee eeees 
eeoeereeeee eee ee ee ee eseeees 
eoererereeree eee eee eeeeene 
eeeeteeeeer eee ee eee eee eee 
seer eereeree eee eee ee eeeee 
eevee eeee eee ee eee se se OP oee 
eeoeerereeeeo eee ee ee ee eeene 
eoeerer eee ee see eee eeeeene 
eoVereeeoee eee eee eseeaeeeee 
eoeeeeere ee eee eee ee eeeee 


eoeoeeer ee eee ees 


ND. 


ooo eoee ere ee ee eee eee ee eee eee se seer Pees 


ee eeeoete eee ee eee ees eee 


eoeereerere eres ere eee ee eee eeeeseeseeen 


eweeereeeee ee eres eee eee e eee eeeeeees 


Quantity 
| purchased, 
Acres. 


83. 
203. 
120. 

80. 
160. 
321. 
339. 
160. 
318. 
46 
159. 
236. 
236. 
244. 
Pa 
. 04 
10 


239 


TT 
78 
79 
82 


80. 
09 
80.2 
48 
152. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
80. 


87 


81 


163 


90.5$ 
95 
83 
1.37 
- 20 
«91 
OT 
5.98 
>. 98 
5. 98 
mF | 
.59 
. 04 


eoeeceeereeere 


Dennis Hopkins. . 


None 
None 
None 
None 


None . 


eeoeeereer eer eee ees 


eeereereeeeeeeee 


eeerereeoereeeeeee 


eoereeereeeeeee 


eooereeeer ee eee ee 


eeoererereereeeere eens 


16 
. 84 
06 
.06 
.39 
.12 
. 10 
.68 
5) 
36 


a: 


85 
20 
34 
O& 
60 
00 
14 
65 
66 


80 
49 
T0 
o7 


al 


00 
40 


29 


19 
19 
26 
36 
34 
02 


20 


QF 


200 
7.00 


7 


- lo 
.80 
.10 
. 60 
. 04 
.10 
ZI 
20 
B55. 
oot 
.98 
2) 
eso 
«OT 


19 


ark 


-26 


| 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
i 





Price 
pr acre, 


| 
| 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
95 


25 


“ae 


fe 


Peeing diet Sachi ever ehoten ak edd teeter sireddr eter tener enkicn etd thed a dtteenoan ob-sineakoendbeeteina «tnpeshomontinete donde at eoetiedrnmipeined 


25 
25 
») K 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
On 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 








Name of the original purchaser. 


} 
| 


William A. Bray. ....-s.erse....| 


ee See eee Tee eTeT 
ee 
Woods and Goldsby............. 
DMNA oacewentdccee aa cwnss 


es eeeee 


do ee re eee ye ee 
do ST ee ae eee 
do ERG mcd ani Makai 
Daniel Greene.......... ipbiues Ku 
do Lehc hice ua seen mies 
do Se ee 
do ee DuGle bam aces Aeiesc 
Jesse: WW. SGATAN «sc 250505 os Seats 
KE. Mayfield and Thomas Miller 
John cau ane wes eas 
William G. Herring ............ 
Pe a ee Reo ah een eae 
Dae Th, DRE icc ccecse bebeaas 
Calvin Cushman. Sem ebate eee 
Philip J. Weaver.....s....2006. 
do Seees Saw eau Pace 
do sens jee 6% 62 @ 4 © 
do nee sas sous eae } 
Se eee Pere re ere 
John B. Jones.......... feneevawl 
do ocd eenenvseseeseses 
Ng EEE CT CCST CTT e 
Philip J. Weaver ............ Date 
TL 2 css pn ea bac eda’ s 
do Se ee ee 
do PERF Ga Reha Seale hoes 
do $e 60+ OS HSE RES OFS 
He: suseras ss aren ee 
Hilevarid Guns: o.s6cs058eesese0%] 
Edward Sims and Moses Lewis... 
do do 
do do 
CTT eC eee eee TTT 
do pibea eles wale Se eee 
Kdward Sims .......... ae rere 
do re Siaiete 
TOUR MEOIOO os v's 66556 6s v0 0d 
do Se Se ee ee 
do es eee 


James MeDonsid . Rk Riese oe 
Boaz Whitfield .. 


Non) pokee ese ees en ere 
Jesse W. Raeth . terete Wines eu Bs 
do ee er ee ee 
do Se eRSS See es 
Latte GG eS ta rr 
Edmunds G. Whitehead ......... 


Thomas McGee... 
ee | ee ean 
Joseph Joiner...... joaeeses seb 
SO a, OE, kb hak ow ke ee dw ees 


eeerererer ee ee eee 


do Lee hecw cones Susie 
do cSteeesee BA ae ie 
do Se ee een 
do Die iais SiGe eee 


ER ie ig Chen Ee eas | 
John Nelson ..... Se Te Torn 


Jeremiah S. Robinson ....... ae 

John Nelson, Frederick Peck, and 
Ce ge 

John Nelson, Frederick Peck, and 
John Erwin eee VEkia as 


John Nelson, Frederick Peck, and| 
John Erwin......... Seavekonl 
John Nelson, Frederick Peck, and 
John Tl 


Name 


None 


Malcom Gilchrist.......eceee- 


PO sd Scie ise 
ee 
MONE S5350540% 
er er eT 
(are é 
WS ikiawiass 


Jno, Ne ison, Fre 


of the assignee. 


eee eeeevesr oe . . ee e 
. . . eeoeeeereee . . oe 
ee eee . . . ee . eee 
. ee eeteee . e@ereee . oe 


derick Pe ck, waa Jno. Erwin! 


do do do 

do do do 
ee eee SAiSnNetatews hecho GION poke 
Watininn Gildivlat ........ ee FESO ENE rae 
ere re pare ae ae eieeus aroha ote ae 
NN Si iia a ee aeaicee wah ibe aiate pale 5 
PRINS s. Sates ee Toe ee SHU Reels 
DNNOTNO cc5e ce diaverctatens en bees 6 eos 00k 08 5 48% 
NN Shia ya cate siiawok Be iiae 
Se ee ree em Piers easier 


INNES ekioneuse 


Ee ee 


NDE aka sce 
WO iwsbewns 


NOMG sos0c000. 
James Hogan.. 
do oe 


a 
NGNC cashew os 
GNC SG Ge ciauie 


eeeeee . . eoeeeeeeee . . 
. ee eeoeereereeeeeeee . . 
eeeeee eeeeee . . . ee 


See eer ee Soin eae Se Salsas 
Gains Whitfie ld. LOE e uses Se SES SRC 
NE sb ePhSeb Neen teres ours ‘ ee é 
None <. .. ree a oe TReESee et os 6 e 
None pital ate eye. e ° To ee eT ae ee ee ee a. 
None i ele wie bho was ore Cbd 6668 04 6.0 06 00-648 8% 
Gain Whitfield ...... See cpa ei een a es 
None covcccecce TeUCLT erent ete eT ecccoe 
NONE Goiocee0%% Ehaabiate ie este ea ews poaeia age ‘ 
INNGINE wsv ie See nieis obsess ee ee ; wets 
None <a oie eee i) . Tie ke ee ee . . 
NONE 's.0:6 ies 4 PREG Ee boiak Wek mmaa meee 
IONE Sais Seen ease owe cis ish nee ; 


Jno. Nelson, F ‘rederick Peck, ¢ 


i sc era: sien 


NADINE Es een ee RS ORE oe Ce eG 
ME << 64-a0-a Emin Aeon Cee pa Recn's 
OE cc waiw sh eA wah ak wien eae — 
None Terie te ae a osevecen osesevs eee 
PRI o. WOAVGr. ..... 06004 Sepia ies aie eta 
TO, aervtceere SMeMwe Gees tee 
do (Nh eee nee See Reese 
NED Sos acces oa ere wave = ‘ SOA 
NONnC wewiew se MESES LEON CRE Seren 
PNIOIING Stade s io tlS ors ene Saree cee 
PONE couse Se b6e 006 5 6 ye oe ee er 
Nipiai POMANUMe ses avese Gas ee eer 
do Sic toroid ie ie inte i a ei BN citnat aaah ‘ 
do Mensa eh bowen eeresy oe 
do SUP ees eaiwsts Meni ls Mis eros alee ink 
do ae ree he Re ey ae 
OO Dikcitaseceseoes sabes ore ee ieee 
None .s%<a6 Molec soutowwes ‘ 
Jesse W. Gasth, eee ee Pe rT ee 
SE since esa keae hese we eee eee 
BN Gr ee eee is sina eaaeiveves 


None. 


NE eat ioe 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 


118.81 
81.29 
79.95 
80.13 
14.34 

158.06 
81.78 
$1.42 
79.64 
79.64 
79.64 
82.79 
79,99 
&0.73 

162.00 
$1.25 
80.00 
80.0] 
80.06 
79.96 
$0.00 
79.67 
79.90 
79.92 
78.64 
79.99 

160.44 


79.99 


. 79.98 
sf 79.98 


159,84 
159.98 
80.02 
80.19 


| $0.01 


160.02 
159.64 

80.22 

80.02 

80.19 

80.19 
159.36 
159.36 

79.96 

83.29 
.O4 
294 
96 
216 
16 
.88 
2.39 
79.95 
81.48 
80.00 
79.98 
79.98 
79.98 
79.90 
79.90 
79.90 
$0.00 
80.00 


= 


or or 
— © 


CX Oe em em ee 
— WwW 


KH -TS -T +I 
~~ 


160.24 


79.64 


| 159.90 


Price 
pr acre, 


th 
— 


25 
83 
25 
95 
25 
25 
25 
25 


© 
~ 


bo bo bo bo bo Pot 
Str Orsi Sr or or 


Or or or gi or 


bo bo bo WS WS bo tO 
4 < 


wo 


bo 
or 











LIST OF 





Name of the original purchaser. 


Frederick Peck, 


and 


John Nelson, and 
John Erwin. 
John Nelson, F rederick Pec k, 
John Erwin. 
John Nelson, F cede rink Pes k, 


John Erwin 


VerGry MOC oisiises bess esas 
..  +svevinewecireners 

RU PANE iio oe dees ae ¥ eae ree 

John Harlin..... ee by ae bo ioe 3 
do eee ere eee . eee 


do... 
Thos. Matthews and Wi m. 
William Matthews..... 
Thos. Matthews and Win. ! 
James Stanley ...... 


ceeee eevee 


MOO “Sewers Rishon rouaietlevrts 
do Sera eReee sous Xs ae 
James Hogan ...... ee eee 
do A oe ‘ 
do Aotebeiene srereneion Serres 
do sila Vet tuuste Ne Cauerecav edule) overs 
do CLARUERREI HORE we 0) 
do a valine fatleu sie merce ta\tetarevaiere 
GO, Seaver ileea ora 
James Molionald . phn eaa ws 
do re PEE 


John Nelson, Heederick and, 


John Erwin... 
James McDonald: .csccccsccceces 


“Peck 


eeeeeee eeereee 


do soa oka reve ial osc 
Araunah Radwell. Piette Sian a dae 
bs as ee ee ee 


Daniel W. 
do 
James Hogan........ 
do 
do 
do ee 
Samuel Ragsdale......... 
Robert H. Buckner ..... 
Jerome H. B. Atkinson ..... 
Thomas McGee........ 
Edward Sims, Moses Lewis 
Thomas MecGee...... 
Silas McBee. 
tichard Hodges........ 
be ee eer re 
do eras eucte tev eeuers 
Goodman G. Griffin ............. 
"MHomas) MCGCC sc 6 sees eee ccec ee 
George W. Wall 
John Tubb... 
William R. Cox .... 
Goodman G. Griffin... 
Joshua Greer .. 
Bdward Sime... sess. 
Daniel Greene. . 
Daniel W. Ragsdale and John H., 
IIand .. 
Daniel W. Ragsdale and ‘John IL. 
Hand ..«« 
Simeon J. Boyd 
Elijah B. Sanders 
Boaz Whitfield 
Moody B. Stewart . 
Thomas Townsend. .......cscces 
ee ee re 


ra 


eooeee ee eet ees 


eooeeeeeee 
eooeere eee eee eee eee 


eerste eerervreeeeeene 


eee eee 


and 


eoerereeer renee er eeeee 


eevee ees 
eooeerereee ee eeeee 
eeeeereee 
ee 


oeeereeeeeres 


Samuel Ragsdale .........seee0s 
W illiam Henry... eeeeeeeeeee eee; 














PURCHASERS 


THE OF 


Name of the assignee. 


LAND. 


A.—Statement of the si peat of land sold—Continued, 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 





ii cist teas scaidns an earns xiges 
ee eee eee ee 


None 
a Sse W. Gacth. eee 
OM cos chase 


eee Piles Ge la naira yaaa at's 
TP a gi tek ear Paeree ee 
BE sore pe keene da louien we ais 

NR oe webu eae Z Co nee 
be een rere SN Cee ? 
None cteevee coeve e oeee 
aha ate te tl 
BE cua eehnee Baie aoteesteieie 
None PBL SueLe P1626 16 lew wléle O16 6lele ie a eee 
Benjamin B, Fontaine....... ‘ae 
a en bisnoyatiatee 
I dre ae raed eli ads uniter 
Wome .... ‘ ee eee ata 


Benjamin B. Fontaine oer Tee 

do er 
PN 5 casos 
None 
None 


eoeeeeereees 
ee eeesr ee sre eeeeeees 


None... 
None... 
pT ee ee Cee ee ee ee 
None .... 
None... 
INGO ROA Otte eer che rorererend ofa 
None 
Be Be Routaine scenester ox 


do scoters 


eoereeoerereeereeeereeeeee 


eoeeee ecoeeor ewes ee eeeeeeee 


INGO Sa raat one erees eh bio, coe Ree cae ahs 
INGER ire Rotor oad le Me reseiie ac ek ou 


INGE A aie cra Wain car sgile varies oi 


None... 


INCOSE O tty re Porta yaaa fou crates ro ieee cate sichig 
INDOTIOs eraaeers 


IN) (ou eeprom reeee 
INGCAN rere tae ee a ehairoten en sete iaeere 
INGHE 4 oa 


INIOING Te oeeva terete Sen arenes erate. eeevanre 
WOO ctixassveaeeses ds Re ee 
INF Cet anlorenavloxevever arialeio.o.eushexs Riakasais 
INGHES Siecle Beene redels ie receca 5 
INF OIRO va vee ora reve Stew ciseans Sie evens ee 
None a) orks Wie ereee oeae ee ° ° 
INIOIROR sree cb led oer ienewaleveners icine: reactors 


INOIIO pechee ara ie ahem wea eiareiaeees 

None 

Edward Sims 

None 
¢ 


and 


None 


eooerereer eee eee eee 


ee 
a eer 
None . 
Dorsey ‘Outlaw errs 
None... 
Nome... 
Thomas Freeland, Smith C,. 

Gibson. 
None 


eooereeere eee ee eres 


oeoeere eee eee eee eeee 
ee 


Ce ee Tere Tore eT 





Moses Lewis.... 


eeoeeeeeee 


eee eeereene 


eoeeeeeee 
eoeeee 

oe es ee eee 
eee veer ee 
eee eee eee 
oor eesteese 
ere eee eee 
Oe ee ee 
oe 6.6 60 @ @ 0 
eeeeees ” 
ose eer eee 
. eoereen 
eeeeeereces 


eeoeeeeees 
. ee . 
eeeeee 
eoeeee 
eee eee eee 
eee oe 
eoeeeee ee 
ore eereee 
ee . 
eeoeeereren 
. . . 
e . . 
eeerseee 
-e@eee eee 
oe ee . 
. ee ee 
eeeee ee 
. ee 
oeee 7 


Daniel and H. 


80. 
82.5 


74.3 
239.7 
79.3 
160. 
39. ! 
40. 
S0. 
80.5 
75] 


79 


by y 


13 


ye 


19.78 


85.2 
96 
153. 

82. 
158. 


165 


21 


36 
42 
06 


80.55 


78 


160. 
80. 
tt, 
79. 
80. 
80. 


161 


82. 
$2. 


"Q 


979) 


. 64 
82. 
82. 
79. 
80.2 
80. 


‘(S.05 


79 


291 


79 


.03 
80. 
80. 

* 40. 

159. 


ST 
39 
06 


60 


42 
134. 

41, 
160. 


00 


moO 


ta 


28 


19.82 


83. 


"9 


(9.760 
40. 
40. 
80. 
82. 
80. 

160. 
159. 


83. 


83 


79 


“Q 


00 


05 
46 
66 
00 
50 
86 


45 
40. 
40. 
80. 


87 


Ol 
17 
89 


79.90 


163. 
79. 
85. 


86 
98 
49 





41] 


Price 


pr acre, 


$1 25 


md med frm fd ffm fm fm Pl md fd Sh fmf ed fl hd fh 
) 
or 


Pemmet femed frmmed eed ed pd fm fm md fed fod fd fmend fmmed fneed 
7) 
or 


eel eel ell cee eel eee oe ee 
bo 
i) 


i 
bo 
[i] 


ell eel coll ee en | 
bo 
Or 


— 
bo bo bO 
Or or or 





































































oF eee ne 


pa 


aes Sees 











a 





Name of the original pure 


Thomas Townsend....... 


haser. 


do be Kins ieee a nie 


Gains Whitfield ........... 


do ee 
do Sous owes 
Richard Dillworth ........ 
Anson Dillworth........ ee 


Richard Dillworth ......... 


Micajah Brooks..........- 
Abraham Howell ......... 
John Will Halbert ..... war 


Daniel Greene. 


do ‘ates 2s be o5 0 * 60 86 
do cee eRe E See eae 
do Saw wike Mek oe em : 
William P. Davis......... , 
Daniel Wreene. .....c0cseccceca. 


do : 


do Seas eees suas 
Edward Sims ........ 


ceeeee 


Bidward Sims ..ss2.s<<00 


do eee Teer er eT Tre 
do vere ee rea verter . 
ee ee : 


George B. Sandersun....... 


James Ecktord 
John Huddleston ......... 
Reddick Sims ......-...+. 
ee eS 
Vardry McBee. .....0... + 

do Seeehses anew 
Jackson Williford ........ 
Vardry McBee 
Isham Cooper ......++e-. 
John Seale.... 
William V. Nash .. 
Stephen E. Nash ......... 


Stephen McReynolds ........... 
James Gallaher ........0e.00 0 
ROMA SP AWUMON. . atuiesce ss. .ic ; 
Cornelius Q. Sands.......... : 
Piet POCW A. ska kx ce wescn celeistals 
Stobert Ti. Buckner. <....ssc0s0% ; 
do eT eS 
do SN ee 
do cow ienic see 
William Carpenter............ es 
NE “RUIN ob beds baena sees 
James Weems... ccccscccecs 
Robert Stephenson. .........068- 


Conrad Hackleman........ 
dames Vaughn........... 
cee Mop TREE EEE 
S.Gustine,J.B.Peyton, L.R.M 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 


do do 


arshall 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


A.—Statement of the quantity 


None ..< 


None .. 
None .. 
None .. 
None oe 


PUBLIC LANDS, 





Name of the assignee. 


re | . 
ey ° ee 
Ce 
ceee eo ce eee eer ns eevee 
eoeeee oceee . oe 


eoeooereeereree eee eee eeeeere 


oeeoererer ere eee ee eee eee ee 


James Hogan... 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


None «<0 


None .. 
None .. 
None.. 


None... 
None 4% 


None .. 


None .... 
None... 
Walton.. 


James 


None... 


None .. 
None... 


None oo 


None ee 


NONE sess 


None .- 


None... 


None .. 


None... 


None .. 
None .. 
None.. 
None .. 
None... 
None.. 
None.. 
None... 
None ee 


None... 


None.. 


None. 


CEO eee 
None. 
None... 


None.. 
None... 
None .. 
None.. 
None.. 


None... 


None.. 
None.. 


None... 


None .. 
None... 
None os 
None... 
None... 
None .. 
None c° 
None .. 


None... 


eoereeere ° eeeeee ee 
eeeeee eeeee 
eee ee oeee 
. eee ee eeree 

core ee es eee ° 
oor eres eee eeetee 
ee 
eeoeeeee eeee 
ee . ceeee 
eeoeereeeeee eeoeeeereree 
ee er ere sr eee e reese ne eee 
Oe ° ee 
eeoreee oc ee eevee 
. ° eeeee eevee 
ee oe eeeeee 
oe ee ee ee errr er eseres 


eoereeeoeeeeereeeee eee eee 


of land sold—Continued., 


eee eeseee 
eoeeeseceee 
eee eeeecee 
eevee ° 
eoeeeereee 


eeeeeee . . eeree eee 
. eevee . . eeerve . eee ee 
ee eee ee ee eee ee ee ee | eereeee . . . 
se eee . . . . . . ee eeereee 
coor eeeee . ee ee e eeeereee 
eoeereeeoer ee er ee eee eeeeoe eee eeee 
. eevee eeeeeeeee . $0648 464 6 0 
eee . . eereevee eeereeeereens 
eeeere eee ererreeeee eeeereee ee 
eoeee ee eeoereeeeee eeee eeee 
. . eee eeeeeveve eereesee ee ee 
eeeree ee eeeree eee ee . ee coeee 
ee eee ee . . . . oeereee 
ee eeeeereees . eevee . . 
eeeeree . . . eeee eoeeeeeee 
eee ee eee eee . ee . eeee 
ee ee . ee ee eee eeeeee ee 
. . 7 eoereee eee eoeeeee 
eevee . eeereerevreeoeeeee ee eeeee 
. . . ee . eevee . eeereeees 
ereeereee eoeeeeereeee . ee 
ee cee eereee eeee eee © . eeeee 
eeeveeen eee ee eee eeeeee eee 
. ee eeee eee . . . 
ee eeereree eeereee ee ee eevee 
. eeeee eoeeeeeve eevee eeee eee 
eevee . ee 7 + . eeeeee 
eeeeeee . eee ee eteeeeereee 
eeee ee eereeeereee eevee eeoeeveee 
eoeeeee eeee . . ee eeeee ee 
7 eeeere eee eee eee eee eevee eeeeee 
eeeeee ee . eee eeoeeeeeens 
eeee ee . . eeeeveee eevee eeee 
eeoeetereee ee ere e eee esos eses eoeereee 
eoereeeeeee eeoereereeeeeeee eevee 
ee eeee . . . eeee eeeereeeeeee 
eeeeeeeeee . oer eee eeeeeeeee 
. eoereeeee ee ee ee eeeveseee 
eee eeee eoorteeese eeeeve . eevee 
eoereee eeee eeee ee eerveen ee 
7 eevee ee eeee eee eereve ceee 
eeeereeereeeervee eevee eeeceeveeece 
ecweceeeeereeeeeeee . eeee eee 
ereeeve eeee ee . eevee . 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 


17.61 
155.22 
159.80 
».90 
90 
85 
).03 
9,81 
320.64 
80.25 
40.10 
$2.47 
79,62 
79.62 
$1.42 
40.18 
81.42 
78.65 
81.42 
163.56 
162.84 
"160.04 
70.62 
81.78 
81.42 
T9389 
40.58 
320.66 
40), 02 
T9977 
39.79 
78,56 
78.56 
40.12 
78.56 
80,13 
160,00 
39.78 
40.68 
40, 0] 
40.35 
37.05 
37.65 
80.57 
T9.7T7 
80.00 
163.14 
75.22 
44.43 
44.43 
$0.15 
40.00 
79.80 
39.99 
40.06 
160.16 
321.44 
159.88 
321.36 
321.08 
$0.19 
241.35 
80.18 
481.14 
318.96 
159.86 
79.86 
159.12 
79.34 


[No. 1963. 


Price 
pr acre. 
| 


25 
2d 
25 
25 
25 
25 
Q5 
25 


TOvi St St 


~ 


bo bo Wo WS WW OO OO 
: 5 . a5 


Set Sr St St Sr Ht 


Qd5 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


25 

















LIST OF 





| 
Name of the original purchaser. | 
| 


{ 
| 


| 
S.Gustine,J.B.Peyton, L.R.Marshall 
Feats COMMUNES. <5 sks sicorscess 
Fol CaMiAG 2060s c veces 
S.Gustine,J.B. Pe »yton, DL. RLM: svalvall 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do | 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do | 
do do do 
do do do 
Benjamin Laflore............6. ‘ 
do SO re eee 
S.Gustine,J.B.Peyton, L.R. Marchal! 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
do do do 
William W. Mullins..........00. 
do pei NeHelsiadeterar et 
a 
John 8S. Lambeth............ edhe 
do ciexotevevcp as Consiare levers 


do he tee ds araiskelaiel avers 


Jomm MSR ey... si csscscses 
S.Gustine, J.B. Pe Vv ton, ‘. Rk Maven ull 

do do do 

do do do 
IN is anne waver ecco en! 
Pe RG Gas awk RaK eee ees 
Edward Hamilton..... ileveveievere Sis 
ee 
Robert H. Lampkin......... ae 
James D. MeClain..........000. 


do Baslcneyeyavavenats soley 
do Ey eet GTN a 
do piteUeeuetel eiereosceeve 


ere 
do ERE SO EO ee 
: TNS 4 isa ek Keke aK ED 
do Jabs eeretelere: Rie eer eens ae 
Adotphus G. Weir... o2060.0005 
oe ee eee ee 
do RIC a celaiaisrodaneneterene 
Joseph Ss. ee er 
Jeremiah RN sic iaines cseoe 


do aretehc eRe sa tarelie sis 


eam D. Wakes. siccwecccceces 
Mary Ann Westbrook ........... 
INGNRGW WWII s-< 6 cievewleiels sie scis' ee 
Nathan Smith........ Bidteeteceti Gu 
Jas. Harman and Jon. 1. PT en 
do do 
do do 
seams A. PF. Cater occcccstavesss 
Cicer THIWOFER 6. cc cccescccees 
" bhuioenthccns ne: REEL Ee 
William Ri Me eee ates” 
do eitaedaDas eicet ouGNG te BueLe ie 
do e668 0 6 ew 0 6 4:66 ee: 
robe: nytt MUO 


William M. Millikin.......... 
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PURCHASERS 


Name of the assignee. 


OF LAND. 
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Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 


Price 
pr acre. 





None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None ° 
None . 


None 


None... 
None oe 
None. 


None 


None . 
None. 
None .. 
None .. 
None . 
None eve 


None 


None o% 
None . 
None .. 
None . 
None . 
None . 


None 


None . 4 
None. 


None 
None 
None 
None 
Booth 


None .. 


None 


None . 


None 


None. 
None .. 
None. 
None . 
None . 
None. 
None... 
None .- 
None. 
None os 
None-.i:< 

None. 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None . 


None 
None 
None 
None 


None .. 


None 
None 


ee ere eoer ee ee ee eeee 


“ee eeeereeer ee ee ee 


-@eeeeereeereeereee 


None. 


eoereere ee eeeeetee 


-e@ ee eee eeereeeeee 


oeoeeeereeoeor ere eeee 


eoeoeeerece 


eer eeerec eee ee ee eeeer ee eeee 


eoeee eee eoreee . ee 
. . eoeoeereeoeeeee . ee 
ee . eeeoreeeer ee ee ee 


eoeoereoer reese ee eres ee + 
cee eeee ee ee eeeoetereveeee 
eee eoerer reese eee eeevreee . 
ee ° 7 eeee eee . 
ee . ee . ee eoeereeeee 
eevee ere ete eee e eee eeeeee 


eeeee eoeeeee e eee eeeere 
eeeoreeee eoereeeeee . 
coeeee eee ee eereee ene 


e e ae | ee@ereetee . . . 
oer er eene oe eae ee oree . . 
Beers Fore aet aere ee were 

ee eer ereenreeee eoeeree#ee . 
eeeee eeereee eeeveee . 
Ae eee ae reerats Sistaror 

Ra cr epet es oie ie gett imei ROENE Col 
AA EEE Ce CRC aC ae ea 
EMC a IONS eet tr ei iaokal/a ea 
ee a Val eRe oi ST NEROrS ve Sot eR evetereNS 
Sakic: hfe ure tare fleas ily a 
5 ESET ELTON TUTE ; 

CT Pla a AE: Pat rec itis torre 

A et Oa abla Yea eS se nl, 2 
Lae eee BUS et erarednaiSia rete ees 
Si Serra eae sre ests 
SS RTT tse PACT CONT ST 
Ee Urata fal Fatt A os 
RS LDN TSIEN SIRE I IS 89 se 
aera tre Sa RA sti AE ial ranch 
A eC ae on eh ere rare 

Be oC test ata Bee eisvatedd fevers 

Boe ohn Petes a eR V oe ao nOTeIAS 

UTS EC TINCT Ee 
: batederadcnckt eins - 


eeoeeerer eee ee eee eee weer eee 


oeeereereeee ee eee ome e eee . 
see err ee eee e ere eee eset . 
ee eer ere ee reer eeee + . 
ewe eerste eee ee eee eee eeeeee 


eee ore ese ee eereeee ese eees 


coeoereoer ee eee eee ene 


ceeoeeere ees ee eee eee ee eeee 


eer eeoer ee ere eee eee 


cow eeor ewer er eee eens 


,@ errr r eee ee ere ee 


coe eee ee eee eer er eeree eree 


eoeeeee 


ecccescos 
aonaceie eeee 
. eccce 
° eee 
} 
eee 
aiakeee | 
¢ 
ee @e@ eee 
miata ree Sear spcalll 
. coe 
ceive wiaveieckl 
| 
° eccee| 
Siaieecere ene & 
ercccccce| 
| 
| 
cecce °| 
oe . eeee! 
Swe wane we| 
ecccee 
ere eee ewe | 
| 
eeeee | 
Sete teré ee 
| 
bale ns 
| 
ee eee ee 
Rharecaane coe 
eee ee 
Se - 
ccceccce 
! 
oe ee | 
a ah arene . 
ee eee 
! 
ceccceace| 
er KA 
eee eereee 
cee wees ee 
e eiGiem exe 
aenee ae 
air a ere eee 
Ce ° 
<a eh elanene a 
eoeenwere fe 
eccce oe ete 
eee reser en 
CG e.shoee 
* 
ere 
eer as 
oe sh wivewas 


| 

eeee egies 
aaesaned 
| 

e epee eel 
7 ee wel 

ree a 
eeee ° ee 


eoeee ee 

| 
eoeerevee 7 
. . ee 


eoeeeeee . 
| 
| 
} 

> eee e) 
| 

. ee ee 





284.32 
40.00 
40.00 
81.13 

162.30 

162.63 

402.75 

402.30 
81.31 

321.44 

479.22 

160.69 
80.38 
79.75 
75.24 
80.69 
80.13 

242.10 

163.80 

161.89 
80.84 

818.84 
79.71 

173.38 

347.10 

347.37 

iSs.53 
40.01 
40.01 

119.86 
65.94 
38.66 
40.03 
40.04 

159.88 

160.16 

321.44 
81.42 
40.47 
40.52 

159.80 
79.90 
81.97 
84.90 
84.46 

168.93 
Tooke 
(Wee & 
A352) 
$0.16 
$1.40 

160.74 
74.42 
39.78 
76.68 

162.97 
80.16 
80.16 
16.15 
19.71 
39.99 
80.05 
40.06 
39.92 
39.84 
80.45 
83.23 
80.27 
83.23 
80.45 
40.13 











25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


ec el el el el ce ee ee el ee ee ee el ol ee ee el oe el eo el el el oe oe el oe a ee ee ee ee ee eee 
) 
~ 
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A.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the original purchaser. 


Erasmus F. Potts........ 


PU 


None... 


BLIC LANDS 


Name of the assignee, 


Quantity 
purchased, 
Acres. 


6 318.12 


do Bice Ae a tees res LS oe ee eee Se A eS 88.04 
do ies eee es elon tM APTANE Tv op eset wuss peices ‘lie piceieren 79.47 
do eee ok | i en he bet eel aye hi whew Se EEES & 80.01 
Miri eAeeNeir cake oes eee os DANO as cede banwchwwanewGb<was ce kaceick % 77.99 
PONE PORE n56c6ccacscs| DONC Lis civceneecseee . cores eekes - 80.01 
NT TORMENT) co wos ne s000 560 PU esc ee pai ereni ake Pee Terr ere 80.50 
James Farrar ........- (eeeeka Rk DE sages ake ware ek ‘ehaens Beever 80.00 
ee OOOO CCC TLE: EES rN Siow ® es ee 80.50 
Get DOMIET oon kode cacseeces NR OG id is ein enew ewan pores iets 39.99 
Se Cina cweckecev| ORO lee di kNouewee ones : PT ee ee 80.27 
Jolin Halbert ........ ake Fatt EN cin ete etek a sere Tse teks 80.68 
EOIN oS PRURORT ccécccccsescve! MORO sca pewinae er ee Tee ne 304.28 
do Se ere ia) VR SE Rdictye hae eenen wn ane Suen eemmises 114.00 
do EEC LEE EE es OMe Sauce ie w Pia aG eee awe 47.25 
do OO EE ee Me. ae re a aia ee (ipeeeeawke 374.50 
Riber’ WUWAIC.c.cecxeueceaccies| MONE 2..<. ihe ahs deme Malet Leas CR ore ain alee eels 39.95 
do Po ee a eee a NOMG acs Aeseiwe SGiginers eel OE ee 79.90 
PE cess kusn ceded] DORR ciccusvs eeewenscvnnecas rece Ce 159.75 


GENERAL xa iesaen: 
Examined. 


December 15, 183 





B. 


[No. 1263. 


| pr acre, 


Price 


| 


i ee ee ee ee ee 


ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


‘ 


Statement of the quantity of land sold at the land office at Chocchuma, Mississippi, from the 1st October to the 


31st December, 


tity of land purchased by each, and the price per acre of each tract, respectively. 





Namne of the original purchaser. 


Wiley Davis . 


Name of the assignee. 





None 


1833, inclusive; the names of the original purchasers, and of their assignees; 


the que 


tn- 





| Quantity 
purchased, 

| Acres. 

} 





..|  : 126.97 


David Loyd. SL Ukih hee hes bie oes John R. Foy. See auwienicee Pe a eT Sey a8 79.38 
Ni. tose s eee ee eeetss do Seite oes ella 3 79.63 
Db. chiwe sbeeeaawas . do rt eae ‘ 79.63 


[ewiht....<.. 


John I. 


Robt. J. Walker ‘ed Thnk: Masisaed 


None... 
David W. 


SME occ cg awsacsccuncesesnt 


80.21 
80.21 


Malcolm Gilchrist. -....... piwes og OS a re ee | 239.44 
do Lea eT ES cs do shee soe ie ny ele ae ae sees 159.63 
do Soe oy ee ee do Pe cep eee a 59 deh cans eee T9.8T 
ips nese wesc Seine ees do Sc aG me ea cwe Bits Sei 79.87 
do See 1: wemweees chats pb WS we SERS 401.15 

Robt. JI. Walker wull "Phon: Berd errr uesdeticnbe ke peatehaawiens sad 79.99 
do do NUNN oun Gas oanws bine ees eeeee ms 1, 9Y 

Malcolm tgilehrist......c<s..s.ces| David Dickinson . .4..4 <deesss ce cece ‘ 


Taibo ee ai ic ie 
Robt. J. Walker and Thos. SO 
Maleolm Gilchrist......... 


Mb: 0 Sees ee Boo wee inne eee 
Neo scKatuos Shee M-w n G Ae eee ees SS wisi cane 
10 ~eoer0n6 eee Ne.) nee ie SRS Se kis ealsien 
do vTeverrreryevry eyo do ee eevee ee ereeee 
do ee cecece do “aN Sad a ° eeee eees 


Robt. J. Walker wind Thos. Barnacd. 
do do 
Greenwood Leflore...........00. 





do 


None 


None 


None. 


David Dickinson 


-@eeeereeseerere eee eee eeeeeens 


None 3 


sf $0.53 
a 80.53 


aces 80.53 
etal $0.53 
wal 80.84 


| 80,84 
80.84 
sa 80.84 
| 81.16 


swat 81.16 


sae 162.32 


sie taceil 81.16 
pei $1.16 





do B Ree aes Sus] PINAIRI Noes oes rors eee bess sigs ; 
Malcolm Gilchrist............. David Dickinson ..... (eee RL RS : | $1.16 
do eee ore rere do Cees shamed ceeea eed 81.16 
do ie ecasse seam. ie! fg a ee 80.75 
ee a re do Pore wore errr eee 80.75 
Malooins Gilctiat ....soccesccsscs do baad (eeekens vel 80.75 
do TS eT ee ee ee een 85.59 


| 
| 


| 
| 


Price. 
| pracr 


#f> 
OS ON eee ee 


pond peed peed om OD 


neo 


« 
- 


| lll ell eel ee CO | 


Vachs 


05 
38 
53 
25 
25 
5d 
Td 
pas 


95 


00 
25 


-Tt 


25 
50 
05 
30 
0d 
05 
15 
25 
8d 
25 
00 
05 
65 
53 

60 
25 
45 








LI 
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B.—Statement di the ——_ of land sold—C eneination 


Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee, Quantity | Price 
‘ j - 
purchased. | pr acre. 


Acres. 


~ 


ee, ee ee. 85.59 | $1 85 
ee ae, Sn do seb are lower etal ie wi exe wietirarce natal 83.59 2 50 
tt rn <1 nernencenad)| LD vcun ees keds a6 beiRENSAKKRS Kees ee 85.59 4 05 
ieee TARO ack icescenvacssecs| Sempew A, Girault. ..6ccecccee Nerareteverclee 85.59 40 

do see eeecceereseese| do PRC IOTOKS COO Tee 85.59 | 65 
Robert J. Walker en Pie wigan sania Glendy ie ila sce acatasesen« o, 85.59 95 
De | PELLET 85.86 51 








do PAIS eNe eee A Knead eek 66504 ESSA HSE WRK as Hor 113.93 95 
ae GNI i cciceeeiccccs| Femmem A. Girgul€ nw. cc. cccccivccccccccoce 99.93 60 
OS etkadeseudvad! DRONE sc evis ice kaue nd sdkWa eed. baeareee 79.93 7d 


~ 


15 
00 
25 
25 
65 
40 
00 
00 _ 
15 
YD 
63 
45 
25 


Wate Erte. ecscccccass| PSambew A. Girmallscicicccccicnccccdccice 85.86 
Se ae cackie xscc) T5055 060soi bed SasSd cbs andedacsas 85.86 
James A. Girault ...............| None..... FE re ee eee ee 214.80 
do Peete Nee eee Sie cases Go ek bbwkineekbincesechesx 184.68 
George W. actin. (Semana) AEs kale o awk say LON ON es kode de aw eae 80.35 
Thomas G. aie ss tbscewscs I akira Ga Gn RTA a a ct aN 79.97 
Hardin D. Runnels............ POM sae LCG RAGER KMS CSERERREL GS ma 79.54 | 
Hiram Coffee and Jos. A. McRaven, SN Uae eek oe a ri et ya ta 79.54 
do do 1 INGO <.ccccns eKadenonereil encrss ole la acer eee eare acwiiesaka 79.54 
a ae James A. NN AOI 79.54 
Rouertd, Wee? cscsssccacssss| Thomae G. Nison.......05c0 hie tetas Siar ot 79.54 
Malcolm Gilchrist...............) Richard W. Anderson and Eli N. Driver... 719.54 
do (hivineweaseaal do do | 79.54 
Hiram Coffee and Joseph A. Me-| 
Maan see eee nena erence) FOE 6556506400055 %50.5050 000% ence ce 79.54 
ee ee eee ae 79.54 
EMSS pA Senn san cwnt INOUE 0504040 endehssHeddssivadsecbuces 79.54 
ee ee ae oS alec 79.54 
William J. Oldham...... ced ial) Lee neva soa Sk ade Rek Cawad wie cdax ae 80.19 
do Mesa Ge eae wek | PEN 0 ios ENG Ra Se eense oe00skeecs 80.19 
do A euistaeeueters eee cas oa ee SEN WETTER bbaeaeendads al 158.84 
William H. Sims and S.C. Daniels.| James A. Girault. ........c0ccce0e- eaene 79.88 


ll el eh ll el A oe ee oe 


05 
25 
00 
25 
55 
5D 
25 
00 


= DD ee Te 


a 
~~ 





Wey PGCE cccccccccceseccces!| NOME... 00% SHeTeTAION ONel cule! evened aneraiovavern ce ree oe 158.84 1 95 
do Reeehaa eee BRS lai sd creconewenel (eV VOTRE DANE RRO cll evo chrsra ns revdh a, terra asevere a: aesitaiang 80.28 | 2 05 
do sealer oreieuelormiesenensters: ere | do psec ovanesels'-o\cus,sistererarerewiavatenets 80.28 1 25 
do Uae Ie a POT Ph EWE SS te 6 a eee Eo ew eth es let.2S “| 1 50 
do Oe eee DN Uren Aki. a ane en ere bea ba kee’ on 13.00 | 1 2% 
do LEON ewan 5 RRs POM Sk accidents ual jes eer ere Te er 10.00 | 3 00 
do RA Ie he reer rarer el Pe + sian’ Oks attra Rhema heels’ 516 op esene rate te a 80.00 t 35 
do AO oe cece! NIGIO socket eareue LV ereneevsevevarecaeevare asl ore oe 79.74 2 70 


. 
~ 


00 


00 
OF 


do (tebeeesseeancasos| Reney Hareia Domgine.cicss ccccacecses 79.95 
do Ledeen atokarauary cs, wrereioes do se Napedereusveheieleceiec Desavank 79.95 
do Bile pbusvena ere renevare do are eaii< GGUS as wigs ei eral aie} 79.95 
William I. suit. James C, Dick-| 
Z lo 
son, and Aaron B, Davis. ene LE SEARS anc RE AGE ORR kO ee Kes a kane Ke 78.50 


moe 


05 





sca! egaieienommnmainnas sent NICO Weaver soi trees yarete tev ciovcts Voloceueve.ores%a'so eo oerelws 87.73 
do ‘ aie . P NOT a See emer terete ar erin eval 2 52s a eid lo ati co xtace ‘ 87.13 
Wun L. Avick and Sean €. _ Dickson a ts (Peed whide sen enew ae 19.78 | 
do do NE a ees Oe aie eae eee bene wes 19.78 | 
Daniel Greenc.....eeee. re ree Kd. Walker BN OORT AO RE Pee 79.74 | 
do SAN RO ee do safe Wade soue eter uf oilers, aue/'<tane Sieve ores 19.74 | 
Kelsey Harris Douglass .........| ANC ILEE tec eran ova cisrarellawecen sinters ater irloub iors overtnisverane-a a 79.95 | 
Moy Fe) | “ewe accrseicos GTI AN gee CR Ce See ERR Rat MRP aa Oo sd 79.95 | 
do a Tee ai eNO eE olin ONIGHENGS? cian savers Rs cuaWar shee atlavele oul ea eISTRT Oe 79.95 


Jamea BR. Marelt ...ccsccccecese«| Samuel B. WW gies snvues. eae coos! . 198.50 | 
Malcolm Gilchrist. ......0.cc000. Diteee Be CUMIN sos oish iis vice seanseceeee 79.88 | 


do oro vetel aie bevel ores General) CLEMO Be tS OURS Heerclsaescca% Seahanaiaxever Gite aeeeciavereree 79.78 
do DUsore te veate a are rene ate (oO DEL Urceh GIINIS ORI Ey 202 ore lore'ats. axieie,510lava vere evtiexererg 79.78 


do Bets oR CS PIED CUM) NUT Lee os toc ee | eee ee 79.45 
y.45 | 
».80 | 
OT | 


do Neck fads Aameretarsucke do se fetlg ai ots edi aleiv ches SI e/Aveh oy aeons ‘ 
( 
¢ 
9.78 
¢ 


Willinn Clak...... panies ge a I velar ce a a oo at a 5 ww eal ety 
William H. Sime ands. C. Daniels; James A. Giranlt.. oc icc ccc ccccesscccccs 
Boling C. Burnet. ...¢.cscecesece] JAMES HtUALt oc ccccesccccccsccscccscces 
Ce ee ere ae. a an ee 
sti Viidalianaaaneamienaidenes NO vasicAan beens xe Lace teabeee anak ae 
“(ee Sea Meas semeeuerens INI IN Coe hore scare se. biesees eee eee eeietors seateierevee 
Robert J. Walker...............| BR. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard... .... 
OE erence Toe ae ke ee 

do reece cece eeeees| Alvarez Fisk . Psuieee auc bik aes 160.70 

do Laces weeenet | Seal SUN dec witness puns tha cscda 19.78 
| PE a eee d se ccnrccideneesal 79.59 


42 
42 
9.32 
9.66 


eee aofernierk nite ih natant dh deme opments 
G St r « wt « j++ 5 T . 


do 

















PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1263, 


— a _ —~ ee 
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B.— Statement eal the sk enied dee land sold—Continued. 
































Name of the original purchaser. | Name of the assignee. Quantity | Price 
| purchased, | pr acre, 
: | Acres. 
| } 
|__| — 
Robert J, Walker ..ccecsccessccs | James A. Girault........ errr ere re 80.28 | $1 25 
~— °°» Skewes eeeeenes| do b6eeee enews _hhteeaws 80.28 | 1 25 
do Lach edelaeeeke ' Samuel B. Marsh. Gdixiusaunes pore ee 79.80 | 3 05 
do cb beeee seeks | Ae OT oss bic kk scse kas eikwines paliel 88.21 | 25 
i 0 Ke memaneant | i Orda Oka Kaptan aeniterinae | 87.73 | 27 
i do wovevecesesees, Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver. . .| 175.46 | 95 
i} ee sae eel ee WE, 5 see ceawesed ies Piiticain 36 G | 79.06 | 95 
Mo see eee eeecnes | TO keke bes eGnnavwavinees sesees! 79.96 | 35 
—<— §‘uiteusuusewen R. J. Walker and Thomas B: maine .. oe! 156.68 | 95 
- do soveccesescees! dames A. Girault.....eeeees ‘ eieneieaecd 234.18 | 25 
a sce waenans al ee tera chcreecenyesot eee | 25 
do ce aeeew enews | R. J. Walker and Thomas raid, Leak eee T9.74 | 25 
mies RE eee YT oc caauees OL ee er ee nel 79.08 25 
eee ere ere | Wie Receivares veer. pease er 79.45 50 
William Murphy Beal ...........! ee Sa a La las pemeetndl 80.35 25 
"ita laa RRC SIN UME R pacts caiateces cain seeeeeeees| 79.59 30 
do anne ONC ios. eaees del ei Rukia ta vale cinch Owens] 79.59 00 
“or 8 (“‘“‘“‘C NS RS MOH eee hoe auaGmere eee bteeee@e es | 79.59 85 
ee + jj Werones Be Slay EADIDES oo Sections oes sib oe Ries aie las iso aa ro eto SS stints 19.01 60 
do Sh asewbiwe sss DUE: hee S532 SE ee ey ee cots 19.77 00 
SO £ -— #e¥eseeus eee NBN Eee ccinice oss See Se we see Os Se Arwoe 80.28 65 
do ste et eee eees RET COOL its CECE adownwe 80.28 | 05 
George W. Martin. ......seeeee ee masta tt ainsi ee ee Ki shee & 15.27 | 95 
$0 8  ssbeeses betes See ee er ee cawee 150.54 25 
[6 £  é$“ebaseeedewees OT er re ne ee (ruane 75.27 46 
do FASh PEER A AL TOE -6ds EGON ERR S CERO KOR Sic te iene se asus 79.46 90 
do $sennewes Seale) Wie isecc 4 Sk ones nes ioe eae e is saan enees 79.46 | 45 
_  °  $iopsecges ‘ ae er bk hia Giaiiuie dete aide oceeee! 79.93 | 25 
John Lane and John Allen Lane. =f PORE oc ccwinawe pildcestvensskned isowass | 75.27 00 
do do oo] ET OE eM TE err ee 15.37 15 
do do HIRI Dis tend Bee aie a ral le ay ald We RW Nid | 87.76 75 
? do do |) MER ACEC ATERREA TASER OOS ‘eee venl 79.46 05 
do do ee PE tT re ere ceesepeee en 79.95 50 
i A cc oee knees snneel MMM coe cde Cab erow ae sane elate ese ee | 80.42 25 
William Reddit, sen.........6.. ph PONIES Saunt gto Side artes Beard a eebis Sichebiee ariel 80.35 10 
i LF cs Sakon tenets news covesceeneese 80.86 25 
SS £ éé#$e8b860ee ces os | WOO sesiaee Terre Tee TET TTT ee 80.86 | 
oe veeees (NOM peer eens ee ee ener eens sexeees! 80.86 | 95 
ee LT Shs abara iia ae! ete ak gi tare Kashelow wa | 87.51 | 25 
do (MOERAGSESRRESAT ORB Wh su dkxne (eiicewed ceateved sees ens 79.95 | 25 
See eer Cre eC rane rae Meas 79.80 | 25 
William Lewis Sharkey.......... | IS Sec tecdnsiasernxanens ua’) 80.33 | 25 
do rere rye: | | oe ST TTT ir 79.80 | 20 


Twe 
tO 


Patrick Sharkey...... ee eee [RT EE CeGuissikande pxaced edad toned es | 80.35 





do TeerT eee rr Tre! do eee eT re coewow ee cael 79.94 19 

GO ww wcwccececceces | 8 80«-__- SSRN RI SS Ok RE RCR SOROS 79.94 | 25 

do iaveesereeoevewe! o ~“sssrw err rr tre rT ya 85.73 | 25 
RE PARI 5 nn vos oe cosecnecs | do Mier twai wastes ekeven neers 81.09 29 
G0: euseecewses wee eee! MO: ~cwegiisunesavciisswue ss see BA 80.86 25 
tobert J. Walker....... i teakecel, WOME BOWE 6it canes neee'se Pe re ee ree | 85.55 4] 
Malcolm Gilchrist....... rere re | Gt: ..  AvSbe weber ed cave new auws | 85.55 25 
do ere 0, ee ee ee ers | 86.02 25 

i ‘sherenadas Shes. Ee ERIS by Dien oe Rh eee Kaew | 86.02 25 

do pose hihe eee ees do Bieie ate erie ee easeuonee er 86.02 30 

do sakaxeaninees | John C. McLemore......... nepnartie: ae 25 
Robert H. Sterling oer sokennvien| DOME secvenss bee aia oer TTT re | 81.01 55 
ait) 


a: * gages idee es eo eee pie Pike mam ree ‘veces vaeaenre id 81.01 
Robert J. Walker...........- ial DR vitesse acaenaus (Shien Vereeeniaesl $2.86 
10. © sarees [csseeeeel WOne bso ce BS tse tala vs Se jb pemaawis | 81.01 
Me eee ee aag tes | Peter C. Chambliss ..... eeeer TT eT Tee 80.44 
Thomas G. Pn htashshesa nes va) Ditae UME oid dksiawaceiwsss hated 80.44 
do Hetesere sence Rich. W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver. sos. .| 80.44 
Robert J. Walker. coccseseces| James Stmart . Moke ene ee ere puaewet 80.44 


bob Db vu 
wr 


RAASAMAS MAIS 


— 4  &é66e6ean8 sseseee| Nicholas Gray . sentwankt 161.08 
i. thevtdecevarins R. J. Walker and Phos, Barnard . mewn wil 79.78 
do (ectesbeevaseer do os =i‘ (eC Kkeweameuat 79.78 
| Ss Pee foccce] PMN CURT 6s i bccc cece cess (enkedenend 79.78 
a = Geredees Teer RIGS TORI. So civtcicersssaanvesnaaes reel 80.20 5 


do Pe OT eee SMG Th CII «os cn cc cas Swed ccesas 80.33 
foe’ Yeunte wai act a a DE NE iia orev eeieeereie iy share Wd 80.58 
do eee ee) | re re 79.95 


idee tale rl el a ie el ll al oh ae dl el ae te ed de ere ee ee 
So 


NNOCNrKH ON OO 
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Name of the original purchaser, 





LIST OF nica PURCHASERS OF LAND. 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sol€d—Continued. 


Name of the assignee. | 














Rolwrt J; Walker... .csccccccvees 
Moo seiehseieneay exeroreiecs os 
O° wun ieee estes | 
Go. = Gavieevss suse 7 
_ ee. Ce er re er | 
a a ree | 
do RCawhes BREE oe 
do erates estarexevette tc | 





fobert FH. Steril sca ceccwcess | 
Robert Jemison, jr....... oes ; 
Wn. H. Sims and Ss, C. Daniel. “~~ 
Abraham Penquite...... rere y | 
do eee PieweO ees |} 
Pierce Noland..... ic But italed ahaha 
GO Sytner eee ees | 

tLe SOR eee remy ricoremer er rtra | 

GUO) aerate cates an Reaves heeneia 

Os | | Hema AS te ce icineG ae 
Patrick BWARREYs 6 ccc cccscccvcs 
OT 
Jolin T. Hammond . .. 000000 a 
Franklin E. Plummer............ 
Robert Jemison, jr ...0...+esccee 
do ASME AOL Saeevats 

“0? j§§§  @iieerwetnceay 

GO:  _—swratslucaticheveifeteretanenc 

Ge bereteracidicmeterntes 

(je Scarce ere 

WU $$$ Sudecroreidteeiarieren 

do oles 6G 016 6s 66 3 ele 

_— i Otravevensees 

MG; bataneetainaceeans 

Ws i aaiteavenucaeaien | 

do ise eeaeye | 

GOl  §§§ Baaieetincists ee 
Cer re rere | 

do tes GerlsCeletea Sema a ele 

oe .:.. ‘i attwsasiw eau ; 
wee Sy, Tso oda wees vacances 
—_—_ £0 Sheeccotake | 

do Watarstoteraves apes eas 

do HMiteE kins ce eieee | 

do 2 oe See ere) ee ele eee et 

do be 46's 8 oe rarer at: 

— ~#eetenwrdin ee: 

do Sreneie ele rele eieowetaralevs 

do HetnutGaskaad 
Robert J. W alice. gue rer oslen ier Sic 
~ £ 9 vsesecewess 

Gor. ee ecncl anne. 

do Ree ES Ss 7 

do sO BOOS © OSS Oe 

i Siete eos ‘ 

do (Mreeieeae 
ee 

— a oe | 

.do EVseVeiaivetanene Wier ete | 
pg | | 
Robert J. Walker.......... rs .| 
do nies eile on 

do ee ree | 

do INTC Srnec 

do x da ellcKefowisiaievel-o evel 

a 4 »}8}xeercrer eee 

do atuteh oelakorere eters | 

8 <gwpecaie saree elena 

do siete! euelleteusiele:ese) ere 

do SO oe - 
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Titus Howard........ tock ev ortevaray autre iia * 
WO PA eae cBNeeensacKexnia 

ee reo eae ancien d i | 
OED DRE a i gne 4dd Reka a renevereis Sslareete 
sage desi ah ov puieseig OE CEE CCE CCRT TTT 
Peter C. Chambliss ........ aavenerey svar sits | 
Samies StUart 2.25 scs cscs. sit on oe ke | 


William H. Sims, 8S. C. Daniel and David W.| 
COMMON cis eens Re oe ee es 


ME Di, SHES os a's a 0k SRE R Keo oS owed 
sc ee ee re re 
= ares eNeTareker evareterer ere a ae eee ae 


- Stancil Cobbs... oes es AeA ee er eT 


ae re Bret sEA stereistasorecs See 
FOU PONIES oo ced wees (teevi thee eeaeces 
Pe ‘ter C. Chambliss . raya ahah eval cc eaaN re ote “ 
1. W. Ww ee Tae a metaiaR 
I MI 3 ohh rcs SSbiw ak oees ae 
Joseph A. McRaven and H. Coffee....... 06 
DWE HI 56s ooh. eA cer Kes TT erer ee 


ieee. et a aia tats anc ‘enw 
Augustus 5. C Campbell Beery iets Seana ole duakens 
None steieve uae aliens SOP ee Pena r a nea ee On ee 
PEs Sacha haba neeUAae LaGaee Seeeiuwd 
ee 
R. J. W ‘ler and Thomas Barnard. . “A 
Jamea BX. Giradlhs csc ccc cise, ee teratee ae 

Gis  wiereene Silay airetiesaneoe eedevarn 

do aatoles Glee ale re ellen aie eerS ere tars 

A — RN ko ween Re 
None 6:6) ao) ne ae el blie ce Stee 6-18) Ore ele Je S96 oe Reeree em 
James Stuart...... euulecsiere Siete aeia/aiae Weiwialets 
None CoC EATS DOSS 6 OS EOG'S SORE 64 O08 @ HOE Or 
James <A, Gives. SOT OCR Ce 
SU ei eka ba tee Site bee cea 
None CORGSCE HO CRO ESE S Teer, ee re TeTict se 
PE Fk. 0 Na cde ekacédevc 
DI ii h Stick dk ia dia hata & ee SRA Kew A eX 
R. J. Walker and Tcmen B nenaed biwabade 
meee A. GOES x kv oho es on 860d eRe Ke F 
Rk. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 

do do Tore re 
William Murphy Beal...... iiheewnes eee 
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Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


79 


80. 
.o4 


80 
79. 
79 
58. 
57 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
79 
45 
91. 
82. 
80. 
80. 
160. 
80 
109. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
80. 
123. 


95 
132 
160. 
79 
97 
$2 
80. 
79. 
82. 


96. 


91. 


91. 
82. 


19.$ 


320. 


(GLE 


19.3 


79.3 


.80 
79. 
80. 

160. 
80. 
80. 
80. 


80 
05 
10 
03 
54 
54 


05 


95 


.88 


00 


00 
91 
24 
46 
96 
96 
94 
00 


15 
11 
00 
05 
02 


-08 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


80 
9.50 
00 


32 


.83 
.00 
re S| 
162.2 
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| pr acre. 
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an 
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25 


bo 
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25 
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ong 
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PUBLIC 


LANDS. 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Conutinued, 


Name of the original purchaser. | 





Robert J. Walker ...iccssceses| 
do eoeeeeeeeecee pas 
do pebeses wes e 
’: [nS Sori: seine --| 
do TTT ye ey oe} 
do ee eT ee a 
| haere Secs eer | 
do eoiieeneetaat 
do verrrrrr rr rrr 
— iii  weeare Manel 
ne.  <ssereesuner oat 
do 1S rene eer | 
Elizabeth Alexander............! 
John D. Wyatt........200. pees we | 
Robert Jemison, jr....+.--- ponent 
do jae evencsoneeel 
do Lee ence en westinl 
do ese woes etal 
do Seek tas eae 
do pened cannes bal 
do Sree peta! 
do hae econ ae sik | 
do eile eas 
do Lone cig ee ie ears 
do oveecee . my | 
Be ead toy eteude | 
Maleolm Gilchrist....... erres, 
do ER Bie eee ene .| 
do SE ea 
10. sas wueeieckn renee! 
do p> 68 » &: 916 2 ee ee! 
NOS. HbGbetexsana | 
William R. Campbell...... seseee! 
Ristet’ TE BteHOS . 60s oc cnccceel 


George W. Martin. 
(Galwan NiCHGIGON.....<s<5050% 00. 








do eee eee Secs : 
Rib koe ue seee cee 
James Thomas Crawtord......... | 
do Serer 
do [ekGseeeml 
do oe ee ee ee eS | 
do PA PONES 
Spee |. besoec ey 
do eer res 
Augustus L. Humphrey......... | 
do ee oe 
SORE eae eeruccesns 
RE, SR kccivesscessacsest 
BOs Oe eae ns | 
McNeil Creighton...... ; eas 
. ae re ere ere | 
Burton Marchbanks........ ; .| 
Robert Jemison, jr............ - 
John 3. eS Te 
PIG MENOIOS. 565 ocs aces asic vows | 
Perry Crofford.......... Peeters 
James C, Dickson..... Loewe .| 
Davad W. Porter.........<< Hees | 
do beatae wbaeensaat 
do ae ea Aree ees biked 
do heaenene panes “ 
PG bh kcbbud scene cee wus 
Oe 46660 cb kee sew nes bie 
BO ithe necks neeeee hse 
Ps TEM. ks hastekeseee ds 
exilim AROS: ...4<606 200 eM EeI Se 
NOES o6 6 eek eb sek eRS 
do Pree Aes hae ahem 
a 





Name of the assignee. 


William Murphy Beal... ....... 520+ wows 


Robert Jemison, jr... ... 


Wm. I Sims, 8. C. Daniel, and D. W,) 
|) ee eee eee ee rT ee cee 
R. J. Walker and "Pivoims is Barnard...... ; al 
do do ae ee ° sit 
oe Ne, Bg. RRR Eo eg ee 


R. J. Walker and , bias B: wined. , 
None... 








79 


70 


57 
79 


he 


80 
61 
79 
67 
9] 
§& 
$7 


"Q 
oo | 


"Y 


79 


» 
vo 








James A. Giraulll., ssciiccscecoces Ss eee te 
R. J. Walker and Phin Baniard $s <<666% 
Thomas G. Ellis........ Sirebe ict e ane vous 
MO, weitere ELsntseeesls ; Bas 
eee errr peepee Rare ae ere ee | 
Hiram G. Runnella......0.c000. aekca’ 
ol Me | es ee 
R. J. alker and Thomas ee 
Peter ©) Chamblissis<s cess wc conse secu 
do Aes Gls tahoe ete cele WAM are 
do isc Giaeyele osc Sa ie~ sists 
None TETT CROC LETT eoeeee a 
Peter ©. Chamblass..i...<.0.4.201 came weielets 
eo eae RSS eee tenn een 
PamMeCs PUUATes.. .s dena suweseuex s Beis wien 
POMCS AO AMINOMIM Coin ke emwsis Sauce w eve 
Augustus S, Campbell...........00. ads 
Thacker W . Water ....< .4.0:cc«'s aes <i Matte 
sont ). TCL inns da ces oe ees F 
Glendy Burke... .....50.06. Se ee ee . 
Peter ©. Chemis scccecccces ‘ ee aiav 
JEINCH A GINA cso bw an cas ssw sieeaus 
eee ee a re 
SAIMGS AOURMOING SS. Sony eisckince nus cuss 
SICAL MANGE TNS coe wiw ie aus derek cua ne dows et 
ee PERERA EER WER SS ibsbekes 
PUROIA Ee fas hte ict as eee cs Oe A Oe RIS 
Ph iitat coke eee sek aeons ee rr oe 
NORE dosap eis ee ee ee ee ae ee ee 
None . eee ee ° e $4a00 ° 
NGO Sek cae SEs ws Ria ewe Moe ue leieze 
be eesti ews eek sod Re aS epee 
PN Sue neneewe Susie Sees eg ek Gi boat 
OO Gvwwicae seks bate we to lenow tae ows Semaine 
Eee re Mea mawecee memes ‘ 
NN aos roles ocd ake BR eee ; 
ee ree Mie Gs eteumiow eels res ase 
ee er eee ye Pe Re ee 
eee ree Biaui gee tears ae ree eee ee 
Mines locencas RE OE LT re ie 
NOMC cs*<s errr sere OE re ree 
BUNOMANE  oys eok eaahoe ators talons bie otis ew aw | 
POR Vevevedis [Sick k awe ee ee 4 
NiONC: 26icave< Seis Sie tsteneiencuats ‘ Nap tee 
Se ea ane eg ae eee ; cakes 
DANG PHORM c..Siss,scrdaw wee au sdia@ ees : 
a ee eee ; | 
Kelsey H. isc ee ae ania 
Jno. W. Nelson and A. L, Humphrey......| 
Niteabeth Harlan. ..<<s<s0ss0s 5 Senet 
CR Sie ae baat la g Shite %t 5 
ee peeks re eae ssiaite 
URN: = austere sas Gracs Pisa hele oe on eee ES . 
Wigs ecb essicst ews N SEAR e we Meme 
John W. Nelson and A. L. ‘Humphrey .. Ws 
do do Rb es 
do do ee 


None 
Mee vcpeb wears aeeundes 
Oceania ves 
NR ed GE a at a 
ss weekccks 


“@eeeseeee eevee eeseereeeeeeeereeeeene 


eeoeerereeer see eeeeeereeseeeoe 





15. 
£96 
26 


.15 


Quantity 
purchased, 
Acres, 


- 3! 
00 


.00 
00 
00 
96 
.00 
<20 


80. 


00 


50 
92 
80 
159.4 
105. 
158. 

SO. 
.19 
iT .50 


rt) 
25 
96 
19 


50 


38 


54 
86.76 
86. 


61 


19.91 
.14 
$4.5 
(9.37 
829. 
42. 
OL 
79.8 
00 
SO.: 
80. 
SQ. 
7s. 
78. 
78.8 
TS. 
78. 
7s. 
7s. 
79. 
SO, 
79. 
79. 
SO. 
80. 
SO. 
160.5 
79. 
83. 
159.56 
159. 
SO. 
78.7 
78. 
80. 
80. 
SQ. 
80. 
19.7 
18. 
80. 
83. 
83. 
79. 


80 


36 
O4 


















[No. 1263. 


Price 
pr acre. 


| 


50 
25 


SF 
— 


25 
05 
WAS 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
OF 
25 
OF 
95 
65 
25 
Or 
25 
51 
65 
25 
OF 


25 
05 
25 
95 
25 
5 00 
3 55 
2 00 
2 00 
1 25 
2 25 
3.05 
2 05 
2 05 
2 05 
2 00 
2 05 
3 75 
60 
25 
25 
50 
25 
25 
25 
25 
95 
25 
25 
05 
00 
25 
00 
00 
05 
00 
25 
05 
20 
00 


Pm ee et Ot 
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Name of the 





LIST OF 


original purchaser, 








THE 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name 


PURCHASERS OF LAND. 





of the assignee, 





Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


Price 
pr acre. 














stl 
John Black...scccsecces eres 
do RE LLC A ae Oe | 
GG: Ancrete nites catseerene | 
AD Seis Te SeS hee teaser ere .| 
Robert Jemison, jr... eeeee. ; 
do shone raydleee wee Sheree 
do SMe Pe layers pero Soy | 
do Aaa ae ouet uae 
do PI eee sf 
do eiGiaiereters Siar aciel ene | 
do eels nelesieievaguie eiace 
do Peyeviten Scerelaats ave 
Malcolm Gilchrist......... eer | 
do ‘ ae ‘ | 
do eich ereleiauekere aul 
do Sas Wisteewiere Wik 
Gee (vat cheno acnet ene 
do ee ree tee 
UO? = erepe apie Hawes ane | 
Robert J. Walker...... pa ndwanns 
do be ae sodadebitis tei aoe canens 
do NG als ieee eee | 
do ; Shears pail 
~~ £  #£*vaeRnens ree | 
do eta i Rausoceuetetal ota | 
do eeceee . eres i 
QO «(iss akg dageea ane Scaraetelere 
do ere eer ee 
do uaub te leseieus Ales .| 
RDS 0 d evshesetetehers iteiers cers 
po a re 
do sleceneieus love ahi pat | 
do Caress ee 
do Buh iarevceeeucis bs 
Ge. of .xewunieeews 
Augustus L. Humphreys.........! 


James Trotter 
Augustus Hest 


cote eet eee ee eeeees 


CY. wee 





OL. Seetawa ance ciorerarevete as | 
Pe ei gf eee es 
Stancil Cobb: ...<0<6 ss aremelamrsets | 
i ee ere | 
Robert Jemison, jr......eesese «| 

GO 9 | sees Br aveloveis * 

do views ke = 

| ae pte os | 
Samuel H. Ford........ se aka 
do Rapes Kawa Vicia 
do reer re re 
do gieehe Cue ror eve nsie atehets | 
do ee ee Te Tee ee | 
do ee RA eae eee | 

U0: oases Pareleiearelavea | 
James C. Hawley...........00- : 
Thomas Coopwood......+.+.+- o| 
JOM MM. EMANS .:.6%0.0 0206 ‘ ‘ 
Robert Jemison, jr. ....ee- pesee 

do ve ee er eee ee! 
do Sia ceyatlaye <i 
do Berale te wibe .| 
CS £ -  --§ ¢+% sex ees +s 4 
do Pree Tere 
do Wlasokorenc sts oaayove | 
do Seiietatae ie | 
do earasavacteretetolers 
do seSdenaneeveieeo scene 
do de ye he ee 

do Sava lelelevaletevesie 

Gr) BR ca eee 

Gor @¢temrsacn Sets 


do 


ecereee 


OMG Nsodsawis 








None .. eoeses ee ee ° ee . oe} 
INN! 6358 os Lueneu crates Sieibtex : Siena | 
None cveneeee see eees er wToereycr st 
William M. Beal.......... Shakes — 
James Stuart...... Buea cindy ieee: ates eaten | 
TE NS oe RUS CRAKEAR eRe 
William M. Beal..... Migr cerne shat or 
do AOE stetateir Savecuaral 
do Sih states acerca | 
NO LE LE Le Tee ae Pe 
SH RTN CRs ULL iai soc aiel ware ie eeele-ereteles ea Aine 


Glendy Burke. 
Richard W. 


os ‘rson wad Khi M. 


eecVereee 


Driver... 


eeeere ee 


eee SE nc eceeeande er eer 
Richard W. Anderson and E li M. hirer. ae 
PV OMOc cots ich Wc enie rater meer Seve 
William M. Wick ka dekns Sieitwetats Beene 
MODOrt DOMNON, Bo. . o2 6h ses eee : oe 


Augustus L. Humphrey... ...scccccccces 
Gov 


Andrew R. 


Sarah Kerr. ..¢.3 


Alvarez Fisk 


acd alia 


W ‘liam M. 
Andrew R. 
William M. 
Kelsy IH. 
Alvarez Fisk 
tichard W. 


William M. Beal 


ms ee enn, 


Beal 


a eee ee 


Anderson per li M. Driver. 
George W. Martin. .....6.+: 


an 





eeceoeoere ete ee eee ee ee eer eea! 





do PON CPO POCO rare =I 
UNVGIEO Yaron ke wel Spekatonar savin srchanstoysialev oe wieie ausiede ‘ 
WOE .5AGeKs NG CCR Te ; 
ROR 5 a ies lata Pare lost exe alone etait wo otk Rena ere 
INONe eetetes tilaveveteve . eiee a aenee.tier axe | 
NONCG s%.68c Levi dae toredecrSy arenes Sie erarereee ‘ 
INIOHEO@ cite ehalereteltss oe es ia etonel ater 49) suck Sherer 
INGE sa) ciclee a ‘ ae asiwiow wie de-sres 
Jeremiah tndute is. Rictétstaleversr exe aches sKeatorne | 
INOUE <scerec aevensrers Re cuairosiena.ehedeneveranere wierel| 
Thomas Bryan Joes Pisa scraiiacana vrai eecosere site : 

CU eateries Gree orerettnenans 
IN OUIO ratewaere ites aero rene arenes anaes seacacorevereeat 
None .... CRON Sees Dees stew eee ee ° eal 
N@i1G) 65:50% Sn Sua ide donee Riese aa miblavaveeueiasececans | 
ae Tere ee TT P onae ae Saeed 
POE sais Gena eieaeaees ‘ rere eer ery | 
PR KGS ew aeaies Sista lovey ata eeicteseuals ama 
PONE oss xs er eT et ee ere Tere 
James Tiction. li a ating cia lain fo al 


None 


Joseph A. Me Raies n one Hiswn COMER es, «*:< 


None oe bis aie 
Richard W. 


Jeremiah eadite o. BR ee cael 


do 
None .. 
None.... 
Richard W., 


Richard W. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
James Stuart.. 


Anderson pre Eli M. Driver... 
Joseph A. McRaven and Hiram Coftee..... 
Anderson and Eli M. Drives: 


eeoeeoerere eee eee ee eee eee eee!) 


eeoeere ese Pe eeeeee 





do whies 
do 

do wee 
do ey 


79.76 


9.7 
79. 
79.7 
87. 
80. 
83. 
ST: 


87 


16 
76 
16 
oT 
02 
10 
D3 
oT 


80.35 


78. 
80. 
80. 
84 
84 


79 


79 


78.2 
-46 
80. 
80.2 
- 70 


80 


79 


80.2 
91 
88. 
88. 
160. 
80.2 
90 
88. 
159. 
80. 


79 


399 


"9 


35 
58 
02 
25 


yo 
23 


46 
27 


QT 


14 
04 
04 


27 
14 
12 
02 


19.81 


162. 
80. 


79.56 


79 


28 
00 


19.56 


79 


79 


9 


Ov. 
159. 
.98 


79 
va) 


tO 
159. 
159.7 

80. 
.02 
80. 


66 
76 


19 


58 
00 
96 


19.98 


"9 


19.98 
19.83 


rg 
79 
79 
79 


71 


79 


79 


79. 
80. 
.98 


79 


.83 
-99 
85. 
80. 
.00 
. 82 
80. 


00 
00 


05 


99 


79 
58 


19.98 


80 
79 


"9 


-21 
+9 


79. 


82 


19.82 


79. 


19. 


"9 


88 
88 


79.88 


79. 
79. 
79. 
81. 


88 
88 
83 


80 





fh 


CAD mete pe feet tet ee oe BD OT 


Oe ee ee ee ee a ee 


Ps 
Go 


Dt et DOD DD OO OO 


00 
00 
30 
25 
00 
95 
90 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
00 
25 
95 
15 
15 
30 
25 


35 


25 


25 
25 
05 


95 


60 
25 
25 


9A 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
70 
00 
05 
00 
50 
05 
95 
60 
25 
15 
25 
25 
25 
26 
25 
25 
82 
5! 
25 
"25 
25 
25 
25 
05 
25 
































































Name of the original purchaser. 





Robert Jemison, jr 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Robert J. Walker 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


tobert Jemison, jr. 


Maleom Gilchrist . 
do : 
do . 
do ‘ 
do i 
do ‘5 


Robert Jemison, jr. 


Robert J. Walker. 
Maleom Gilchrist. 
do : 


do : 
David Glen.... 


James M. Coopwood . 


do 

Robert J. Walker. 

do . 

Moses Cavitt..... 

Calvin Nicholson. . 

do se 

do ‘6 

do — 

Thomas Martin 
do 

Daniel Greene.... 

do 

do 

do 


Timothy Bloodworth .., 


John Swearinger. . 
do = 
do 
do 

William Fannin 
do 
do 


Samuel M. Caruthers .........,.;| 


do 
do 


eee eee eeeereee 


eoeeer ee ee eee 


“ee eereeeeeen 


eee ee er ee es eene 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





| 


eevee eeeee ees 


eoereeee eee eres 


coer eee eee eees 


eerereeereeee eee 


eeeerereeeeeeee 


eeerereereee ser 


eoereeeee ee esse 


eoeereeee ee essen 





Ce 


eee eer eeereerens 


eee ee se Ge eeees| 


oor er eee ee eee ee! 


e) 
| 


ereeee eee een 


NE 0 a oc one She eases | 


Duncan Mclvor 


do 
do 
do 


do 


ooerereeer ee eoeeesn!| 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
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Name of the assignee. 





None pane 
bec Sod : PROER ET EEE CTE EE 
John Wright 
Joseph A. McRaven and Hiram Coffee .... 
Pe WE pn ec ee eebenbaweees TT ier 
tichard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 


eoceeoereeeeeeeee estes eeesens 


PN DON 6 56 ben OER SRA S LO KOS 
BN STR Y Aor teal eS oe ee ee 
Thacker W. Winter 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M 
Thacker W. Winter Bees 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 
Henry Loggins 
Edmund Rowe 
do 
None 
Anthony Winster 
Silas O’Neil and Wm. R. O’Neil.......... 
None 
John Henderson Hines: ..<.s..4%%< 002 Sere 
DRIES Sd MOAKERs os chenn serena unwed 
do 
George W. Martin and John C,. McLemore. 
ee SO i Ohba reas Rae ew s0%'o0% 
William T. Moore 
A 
do 
PENG CN iid one eun seb dhsvew es 


Driver... 


ooo eee eee ee eer reese seer eees 
oo ee ere eee ee eeeeereeresrees 
| 
see eee er ere reese eee eer eeeereseereseees 


covet weer eee eee ere er eee 


-@eeeerereeere eee ee ee ee eereereereeeeeee 
eooceeoeereee ee ereseereereereee 


ee 


do . 
ce By See ee ee ere , 
do 5 
John S. Rhea 
None 


eee eee ee eeeereeeeereee 
ose ee ereee 
eeoee eer ere reese eeseereseee 
eee eee Pewee ees e eres eserese 
eee eee ee er eres seer ee eeeeeeseeerense 


de ag hE ee OEE CER CECT Tae 
DONE SV Esk Sc Ese uiea shee ws eueeeeaeses 

do 

do 

do 
James Mintor 

do 
John S. Rhea 

do ; 

do ‘ 
Asa Holland 
None >. 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
NONE s6issees-s 
None 
None 
None 


ee eer reese eee seer eres eoes 
i i) 
ee eesene 
2 
coer eer eer eer reer eee eeeeresene 
oe pie Sie ele oe 


eoeeeree eee eee eee ereeeeeeeee 


er 
eoeceer ees eerereeeresesreeneseece 
re 
es 
Pe Cee ee eer erro eeeereseereeeseeerseoe 


see eee ere ere eee ee eee eee eeeeeeeeeens 


ee ee eee rere reese eee eeeeseeseeseteeon 
er ry 
see eee er ee ee eer reer eee eseeeeeseses 
a rs 
oo ee eee eee ee eeeresreeseene 
ce ee were eee eee eee ee eeeeeeeeesesean 
coe eee ee eer ee er ee ere reeset eee ee eeeee 
co ee ewer ere eee e eee er eeeeerseeeesrene 
eo eee eee ee ee eres eeeeees 
ee ee eee erer ee eeeeee essere eres eeeeses 
| 


oer eee ere eer ee ee ee eeeee 


Horace Carpenter and Henry T. Irish . 
do do 

















Quantity Price 
purchased. | pr acre, 
Acres, 

80.16 $1 25 
159.48 1 25 
169.18 1 25 

49.00 1 25 

84.59 1 55 
237.06 1 25 

84.59 1 25 
157.76 1 25 

83.00 i 33 

80.00 1 25 

81.80 1 25 

77.00 1 25 

81.80 1 35 

89.50 1 25 
80.58 1 25 
80.35 1 27 
160.92 1 25 

59.00 1 25 
160.86 1 25 
319.12 1 25 
169.60 1 25 

84.59 1 25 

80.20 1 25 

80.20 1 25 

79,91 1 25 

79.98 1 25 
318.62 1 25 

80.20 I 25 

80.20 1 25 

80.20 1 25 

11.287 1 25 

11.87 1 25 

79.98 1 25 

79.98 1 25 

80.11 1 dl 

79.08 1 25 

79.08 1 39 

11.27 | 35 

80.36 1 25 
158.40 1 25 

79.98 1 49 

79.98 1 40 
$0.03 1 25 

77.30 1 27 
80.02 1 25 
80.02 1 43 
80.11 1 90 
80.11 2 79 
80.11 2 65 

717.3% 1 25 
80.48 1 25 

79.75 1 dl 
80.02 1 25 
80.02 1 39 

19.75 1 25 

79.65 1 50 
79.65 1 25 
79.65 1 25 
82.65 1 39 
82.65 1 25 
83.30 1 25 
79.98 1 25 
80.03 1 25 
80.03 1 25 
80.16 1 25 
80.11 3 05 
80.32 1 25 
80.32 1 35 
79.60 1 3 
79.60 1 25 
79.60 3 10 





















































LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 
B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
Name of the original purchaser. Name of the assignee. Quantity | Price 
purchased. | pr acre. 
Acres. 

Malcolm Gilchrist .........4- ...| Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver. 19.60 | $1 25 
20 SENN wwe aes do do se 79.60 1 95 

_ £+ jij wactsvensaes Horace Carpenter and Henry T. Irish .... 79.60 1 25 

do POO UG ODOC Ort oe do do 79.60 1 25 

do (Mee eeeeeenees do do and 79.60 1 25 

SG (i$ bveecs ee Oe ee eee ee ee ee ee eee 79.75 1 75 

do imivenmahnnes ee eee ee 80.07 1 7d 
‘co cree or 2 Steeles oC eee ere 80.07 1 25 

—_ ii <«gzéesarervcwes * re er ee eer eee 80.07 1 25 
ee rer es ha secs temnslinigein: ET TCE T CULT E TOES 80.07 1 25 

— £ 4 £*tokveedweeones R. J. Walker and Thomas Rarnerd paw eewerke 80.16 1 25 

do Me Se re rr ae do et §6©=6 eS a sah 80.03 1 25 

GO swe Selecteer le sceke do ee « ..taceews 80.03 1 25 

— £ 4 ieervenidweamens Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 80.03 1 25 

—_ £neraneddeawen | SI IS oc boa ate neos conse 80.11 1 25 

‘ — i. €etksentarcaxas Pe TS BMS isin oo 5S SRR RK eee Se eeOr 79.98 1 25 
We denne a cde en TR oe tee ueweedwiaeKen i 80.11 1 55 
| ene NE icy cre pe ie caly ya Sheena 78.93 | 270 
(rrreerrrcerreree PE tcc lee Wiel ee SGeRG Wis bude eanans 78.93 | 8 00 

John S S. R ec ee ae ee TN i atin iy aah ca wos eR AAS yews hie Rs 80.11 | o 85 
Malcolm DE Kis waxce duns ..| Richard W. Anderson ond Kli M. Driver. 80.32 1 25 
—  £ 4 8}&aceee boweknwn a cas hoes Khe ehh ea eR aA WEEN 80.11 1 25 

MO, «> raise aot wieeevee ohace ea i Bich Sees a wig 80.11 1 44 

do i ait a ae I ics 6 eh eri ad Geake Ss 80.20 1 25 
William H. Duke ........... wen SORES By TIONS is woke esas ines ances 80.07 I 95 
Robert Jemison, jr... se eee eevee PE Sab nG RaSh Ke Saws dene ee 80.03 1 25 
—: £».xexduvieewes ee I oo haa whe dwdv aan sees 79.93 1 31 

do orcenshoieeerietesele SHC LMIAI SY EERIE eases or oe tut tN Gries @ravelonaes 80.09 1 25 

i  — daexdwat cicik ar Ns on ha ik wad RO 79.64 1 25 

—_ 4 *#uckesaeece PE au tue cee e ehh vit Laem eee Nae 79.63 1 25 

GOS. |). Atanevousteieiereceuove INO ENO Nesey awa, ect tetera sea icl sVcce ra ofSoes alah & Sveian ot Beaiawes 1. 79.63 1 25 
Hohert J, Wate? «64 ccsercecs R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 80.54 1 238 
—_— #£«z-oraresenades do oe 8 8§=—«s .w@ksaaeesea 80.54 1 26 

—  §:~Hhebanee ease NN 6k 6h 6S She aRieees REKOOs 80.11 1 30 

- £4  ££a0nenesuxeeee R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 80.11 1 25 

a £  # i ‘#8+ ee bees eRNEs TOMS DOMBWOOE, 65 on 56 66d h awe oes e 80.11 1 27 

~<_  KKvecceiawueess R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 80.03 1 25 

Gs nL cereretanegeyars one savers | COOL Ce LNON Ole oe aco sie aera eet SR re oe areas 80.20 1 25 

<_< ew wewaeees ee I 4 65.8 oh KGAG AS Sh K ees 79.98 1 25 

— #£#%p TERN e eee RGN SUE sh GaSe GeAEes Cedar eens 80.36 1 25 

KUGhe > t*«‘“«‘é Ra rma Sy aw te Rin eEeDUMNCG Sot SoU LIS Lieetat crave ota sereris cas auras ahiaitei dialavtv are ae 79.92 1 25 

“| SD orecnn ode econ Ao eer Cee eee ae Oi GAVE v's 79.92 1 25 

— £eevkenwaredos I EE Seok EEN Re KRdeekone 79.96 1 25 

do Saeee eens ed 6 AG ob ade as Oe wD 79.96 1 25 

SS £ £#;« #4#&i #8 46pseseuweseus cp a a D,  e 79.96 1 25 

do ‘eiikvsen beens Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.95 1 235 
 Kedewdanoenes ot Dabney 5. MA. .cscsesd cca w ics caeces 80.07 1 26 

oe $ ésbesadvsccvecs | I co ceraiexcnsseesescunaes 19.15 | 1 25 

Dene TARE ns seesce ceeds iavees PGs psa Ae RARE SWSRRE RSC KMR SERS wn 19.07 | 1 27 
Robert Jemison, jr... . see eeeeeee eet A: BIG. asks siscsieevescecans 79.08 | 1 25 
or) ee eee eee eee MLC Ge We. ees cate Seeyaitay Siccuay Susie enasieterehioueire 79.08 | 1 25 

GN Veh uconetare eee srterrene Y  BrrendsO vid) Hove skins c.ce0 ciwcses ceaes 78.72 | 1 25 

do eee Tr eer | Bempaenin BM. Bradford ¢ occ sicccccccccece. 78.72 1 25 

Me eakekeneees | do Nl thane ota eae 78.72 1 25 

dG  ;« —§ «sess reer ree } SOS Be oa cincnwekesetaene wns ess 78.72 | 1 25 

do ee rae | COMI face Rese aa ens ere alcala ae 19.54 | 1 25 

ae 4 » .§ <teevenes Sade, NEI iio 5 ine cane gaa maeee es 19.54 1 25 

>. £4  -<¢seenseekuwe Me. ug 8 es ee rere 79.54 1 25 

~~ - © lneawems ee | Richard W, Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.39 1 25 

RS (i$ abbGeewenvess | Pepe SPUN BONG chek rcinscscecccves’ 79.39 1 25 

Cysteine eatt ov eters acevorsterene | Mom | 0 eeeRestecc eet ayesais-ene Sumet aes 79.39 1 30 

do ene eae pane ee | ——- qj #s#0h50¢acsaddnadauseen 78.86 1 49 

ae. | | biseRe ees GOP ta dae hele Bio areca cee 78.86 1 38 

Ge - -=#=§ peo eeennauien | Benjamin M. Bradford ..............+6.. 19.49 | 2 Ol 

Oe atederevercielelstexerers | MO es! 8 axe UR Ee nie acerererare 79.37 | 2 09 
Robert J. Weller, 1.055 .0s0cesees eS eee ee ee 79.07 | 1 25 
9: sae cera eesses | Benjamin M. Bradford ...........eeeee. 80.02 | 1 25 
ne ere | Tilman Fitzgerald. .....0.-cecccecsseces 79.45 | 1 25 

— » Yoooceeaweeces | — . . «66 cenen en ree ae 79.45 | 1 25 

_— heVakseoaneees | fe ee eee eee ee ee ee ee 79.49 | 1 44 

Mon § . sneeiideonneys | Benjamin M. Bradford............ blade oes 79.49 | 2 00 
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B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued., 


es 








Name of the original purchaser. 
purchased. | pr acre, 


Name of the assignee. | Quantity | Price 
| 

| 

| Acres. | 


| 
| 





Oe ere Be | 80.11 
do Oe ye ene James Stuart.............. 5 eevee tenes Mattar Gus ues 84. 


do Te ee Sea do See Ey ee ee ee ee ee: 95 
ities auiaens: caseee| John Lane ad Juha ‘Aflen PS ET ee 79.67 25 
do OE Ose eerT Oe Oe 85.55 | 25 
do eis onan We en: FORO i ods eweuiede sed eswecdees 85.55 | 95 
do ieee eee ‘ene do be aap allele uae we cnnte cee $5.55 | 55 
a - 6060 RRA RoR coe pha) - RN SI sacs enadenwensueeadee 85.55 | 25 


SOE ORY vcecsccccsessesces| James B. Crowder.......» (ere edeeeenaee 85.61 | 
John H. Newbell...... eseeeeees dames B. Crowder and Green Crowder..... 85.61 | 





— £# ; #éé&66K« (eebae es do do eee 79.3 25 
do ed ae eee ee do do cet 19.3 25 
do Looe keke ee ae Res do do eral 85.6 | 09 
Thomas G. Ellis.......... weeeee Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Biiver. PP 85.55 | 25 
do Recor Sea ~ William oem ai aaaiagiaeiae 85.55 | 95 
do eae wees seme esc|) SONS E- BUNAMND UG Reo ceSGu-s Bu sie wlewe — 84.95 | 25 
do seaccecconesssee| Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver. . A 84.95 | 27 
do SRR eRe awe bel eis Tuomas P. Evania.e «+... so nistatieceemeitis stele 84.95 | 25 
do beeaenne eanekes) GEOR PINE ccbdncsne hea ke Rewaek ake | 85.78 25 
do pees ee ews ae G0; esther emokiietad i neenat 85.78 25 
do ey ee ee ee do TE Wiss Rei eles 85.78 5 


v 


Cp ef oJ 

BS fa 

ER ell el ll el ol el 
bo 
oC 


| 2 

do Seb eSee seeks oes do Pas Giemcmae oer ere 85.78 | 25 

no: _eeecee 'Sccneceacd Slam Maney....... ieee coh ea ieee ec 80.02 | 41 

do LSne eh See Seas ises do seer cece rece ereccenee| 80.02 | 25 

do (esevestsesseess| Benjamin Mf, Bredfird :.csscccsssss+s Sewie’ 80.02 | 2 66 

do Sibeknciekeeeewn) | SED shad svs ck ee er ea Meaneewel 19.37 | 1 25 

do shbaes tiweeewux Stephen Mathews...... A satis oa eis ye eaareue RSG 79.37 | 1 25 

do eocesccecccosses; Benjamin M. Bradford...... Terese ee re 19.37 | 1 27 

do Seale ees eves eel INORG 2206 Sec etelete NA istavla sous is onl WS we Iie Siew ie VS aN 79.37 | 1 25 

do rer sacesesess| wemes 8, Crowier..... Saloue wie oiewe cis hemes 79.49 | 1 25 

do Se et See eae hae George A. Sykes...... Atidhivavawne went 79.49 | 1 25 

do (abees CRaREeEeRS Benjamin oF ee ee ere 79.49 | 1 25 

do Seabee eka b hee SEA ewes ene 79.49 | 1 25 

Mn: <égeehoceees eT ee ee er ee ee 79.49 | 1 25 

do psscvocessssecee| Benjamin M, Bradford............. cee weal 79.49 | 1 25 

do sesseceseccecses| George A. Sykes....0.0sessices ret Te 79.08 | 1] 25 

a... bennns Shee hee do Te ree Trees Tre Tee 79.08 | 1 25 
Malcolm iltehiitek «os ccsaas baie do ee ey ee ree 79.08 | 1 35 
Thomas As: Wils:..<.s<06 «2s0%%.| James B: iuseiter. Sh Or eae oe ae 79.49 | 1 25 
Malcolm Gilchrist.......... eeeee; George A. Sykes..... iseens ie mae <a 79.08 | 1 25 
Thomas G. Ellis........ Phenbnae Richard W. Anderson and Eli MM. Driver. ..! TS.86 | 1 36 
do Cee ere ee an R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 80.03 | 1 35 

USS ees scent PE DPR FR ii kao Ksivenen we veuseen es 80.11 | 1 25 

do et on ae Wbe Sea SEA umber teat ee 80.11 | 1 25 

do ror e piavein John A. Burford. .. Mmceneane ere TTT 79.07 | 1 25 

US eae es ee Risietaee ees isaac sane 6bc.<s.s.: 6 ieeue ce SR RE ee 19.07 | 1 52 
eee ere ee a ere 19.67 | 1 &5 
Malcolm Gilchrist .......... eee) ohn L. Irwin. Noemie ee amie uear on te Roe a 18.75 | 1 25 
do pam Riiie a oO Bien George JA. Sykes ...... Be ee eT ee 79.34 | 1 25 
ee Choke ees Benjamin eC ie (eVew eer 80.02 02 

do s-eessescesess| William Maney.. Phas wae catks nae 80.02 06 

do ccecececcecces! Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver beet 79.45 25 

Tow . tg Sée tad ee Se do do ool 79.45 25 

Seo” §8€=©—._—- . sea 2 oes -| Benjamin M. Bradford ....050s.csc0cve0.. 79.01 25 

do 2a hohe ee ome igre meen =, Peace ee eae ‘i 79.01 25 

do Leip heceteeun io ~~ “ ieee SeeSEReeSs 79.01 10 

Nic 8 «sheees ee a ae Novae «& °  toecriesx ee rE Oe 79.01 25 

do GReSSeueer een! Midst) ie... “Eoemens Sone ae ves eoeee 79.01 25 

do phopbewea tees. AO lee” 060 ee (sacs MeLES 79.01 25 

oe. 0) | vehaaee erty do LP REN SER COST 79.01 25 

do eke aa ek, “CN ad. ORS W065 5650 b oa6 me's peti hel 79.01 25 

a aitéee vsescss.| “George A. Bykes...... pkiceae eer es 79.08 25 

do [ckaeessaeees mo;  #- 9 tpeetousieea ae ec ae ewes 79.08 25 

do (seestcswnceawl | RODETE COMIN 6 a dose anwed ne seen eee on | 79.07 25 

a pape eae eeeeeeee Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.07 5 
a Seer errr ere William Maney......-..00.. ape 80.02 0 


Benjamin M. Bradford........... do EC ReeE Cenk tc esasate 5.55 
) 


“1H 
el ll el el el el Oe OR 





Swonwwseotme por 
Line 2) 


do cE eeen ca PO we Ns daceaseweP bc eokewe was siehe ts 00 5) 
do bss © oes oe do way a wo) ee we i Lh ee Oe 387.00 5 
do ee is: i Mikt=séeekt6ceeuneuueeares . 18.00 D 

SDS Se coum wees eine esis 141 5) 





do os be oS oe. 0.5.0 























LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 








B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 









Name of the original purchaser. 








Robert Jemison, jr... .eeeeeee 
do ‘ 
Malcolin Gilchrist..... 
2obert J. Walker... 


Joseph Rodgers ......seeeeeeees 


Lomumel JACKBOR. «5 0562 ecseess 
do ere aera ee avers ens 
do 

Littleberry Gilliam ... 

Branch WOVE’ s0s%:6:6.0's «00 ee 

Robert W illidings «<0 0662 200 
do Sretaetne ons 

pees 

Jacob Oats.. 


eeoeeeeee 


John B. Peyton wail ‘Wickolas “Gray 


John A. ESP eee 
do 
do eh ewehas 

James Upton........ 
do ‘i 

PE EE. TRO sak ks sinweisnaes 
do ee aieaies 

Samuel Coleson ......secccece 

William 8. Young ..... 

Joseph Forgay....... 

Franklin Love 

Charles Miles........ 

John B. Wood. 

Samuel McCracken ... 
do LOS MWe GkaveEle sone 

Robert J. Walker .... 

James Nations .. 

William Minter ...... 


Thomas G. Ellis....... 


eeeee 


do ee ee ee ee 
ee ee 
Thomas Gy BWiss .<ccecceecccs 


John A. Lane 
Thomas G. Bilis... .ecccccess 
Robert Jemison, Jr... 000005 

do 


eoerereeee 


do Ristae renee teceits 
James Parker....... ans 
do Save vn ekiecs Bi edeeeee ook 
Robert Jemison, jr. che ore tetekouerers cs 
do eoecceccccces 
do rater eieeieeloars 
do pains ae 
do. eres eT Teer 
do Rietetawcie teasers 
do Sioiehensteiouchele: + 
do eve teteioreranerety 
do ByoseRsnerey oraverere 
do Mela aieieiereees 
do Seren ee sie 
do Sta radSaaten Sieseiote 
do ANNs eRe Te alate 
do wronatere shereloseve 
do Se RR er 
do OT ROE 
do BARC ORE 


do eos 
do Y ietene 
do ate 


do see uh rate cin 
do Spansioiauikeloers 
do SEP hiv ane 
do ious erates 
do sieustisiavs 


do 


do 


eeceeeeeeoer ee eee es 


Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


Price 
pr acre. 





John G. 


Vie 
FET @ GME ons “o auieus eceue eateeons 


ee 
do Se Rta aie Pee leh aia Coe ox rhs ts : | 
Robert Jemison, er ae ee 
Malcolm Gilchrist ............ Seek tere kes mn 
LG POCORN 6 6545 54s a ceasaes as wml 
Thomas P. Evang... ...isss sedate evens ‘ 
Otel, ) cameras Bivevers aeer 
een re ee pe bselbig Ste les dferaks 
COP erates iiverevattnyl artvenawe 
Benjamin M. Br adford . ee ere Sere TT 
eg Bi. P 
do Rea les Chevette so eretatev ere 
ee ee Saat ecole steel euarorane etalalsiontieis A 
David a bretepata 
OEE ee OR TT ee 
PO cadet abe neaws ee eee Laleae Ghee 
INONG Hesse sere cleat tat dA cen ke iy Pe ree 
NOM ic sess HTC SOROCTTAE SB efeteieeitrd ert duce . 
rates Vick . Bee eter eaotete mark Aire 
do iS (oieheketare rr ck oue lol odes aecel sae ecelaeteed 
pam Ts, Th Gk. 6s aes seks Kees 
do RS CCE eR a 
I eB a lad Sat ea Ro feveuaieneneds 
NO versace Baily Greta hit ae i Sg hanes 
Thomas B. Ives ........ he tpds bricks a nares 
ee Gea ace Aitkin ie Sa eae 
ee A I ie le oe eee an eek 
ay eee aisen ip sos Ghd ecad etd ee 
cb bea ee SAA Res Kaw E 
es a eA ORR AAS BS iKe eee & 
Were 8. SOOO 5 6056 sawn eee a ce aex 
INGO ye a trees ees ee aioe es Seietetevey evens a 
INFMO*crcxeteneree cist oc eeeered Sasa dielecee 
Benj. M. Bradford . Pee ede hee Rais 
do AHR ata wonSreretes ch euasotes sue) eval aes 
PN ya eee Cie ctekG thas éanees ax 
Pie TR, TOE 0 ks keeaeeasvdenexawes 
MNS was eae RHEE GOS een ee eweO 
ONE, BONO 5 SS wxsekawndcnss cowed 
Andrew R. Govan...... Bblakilave ys stays 
do EC TOI eee ‘ 
TU a AiG is shia ete tl heck sie hele ch ncn A a0 acide 
ee a ee a ee ee ee ee 
DUT S ene geet Caer ary rece e areeerarae aA 
None. eater te Ue ree eit oelae ade eb ‘ 
Benjamin M Bradford. Tee rerTT Petr rey 
do anareetWasarevenureisee e280 te 
do Scoala aioe Wlewade ace eve 
ee er 


Newey TRMOP 65 cscdcesaces 
William Truit . EORTC 
Thomas Riven: waa Son. L. D. 

do do 
None 
David Dickerson 

do 
Alvarez Fisk ..... 
Richard W, Anderson and E li YL 
Por SEOUL ioe oso erase owe 
Joseph Coline 64s c6sscscsces 
NOC s:<4.4.. er 
Thomas keen ana Jos. L. D. 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 
ee er sraderecéione 
Minclcce WV. W abe BieeeGinln eee 
isn 


eoeeeeee 


oe ee eereeee eres 


Sanith ee 


Hie: 


eoerereereeee 


. } 
Smith... | 





79.92 
79.92 
80.03 
79.64 
79.64 
78.15 
78.75 
78.75 
84.95 
80.02 
$1.20 
81.20 
$0.06 
85.05 
79.67 
7.02 
7.02 
79.39 
79.67 
79.67 
79.15 
Laci 15 
79.39 
81. 13 
19.67 
Si.is 
82.09 
82.20 
76.42 
76.42 
$2.09 
84.10 
$2.15 
$4.46 
84.46 
79.66 
79.41 
79.37 


79. 

79.39 
80.07 
79.39 
79.39 


$4.46 
82.09 
82.09 
79.37 
79.15 
79.06 
80.07 
80.07 
80.07 
85.03 
19.59 
79.39 
82.09 
80.23 
79.06 
79.06 
79.06 
79.59 
79.06 
79.40 
79.40 
79.80 
84.46 
79.41 








SOON NNR NH ee ee 


ND ee et DOD i 0 DD DOO 


el el ee el el el el el el el el ee eo eee One 
t © Go Ort bot bo b borne 


25 
25 
25 


25 


02 2 
16 
00 
50 
25 
25 
51 
00 
05 
30 
25 
25 
25 
95 
OT 
20 
26 
42 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
60 
51 
25 
































































494 PUBLIC LANDS. |No. 1263 
B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
Name of the original purchaser. | Name of the assignee. Quantity | Price 
purchased, | pr acre, 
Acres. | 
Robert Jemison, jr........ eseee.| Sterling Harrison .......... rere eee é 79.41 $1 25 
Saeed | IE MO nore ; 79.41 1 25 
— £é ‘stern ons cect (I, SG ca. eck esas wneeeeee erie nes 82.15 | 1 25 
do ice cuwneel do hehe peadwier heeds (eee 82.15 | 1 25 
— £+; “‘6essvepe«es PR Nt eau a cin dees dee ARDS DAs 79.40 | 1 95 
uo oseikeatosenann | IER, Sin i a i ac oe aN 80.20 | 1 25 
do ‘senunnn’e ee. ee er che nve 79.41 | 1 25 
Nise ses euee wee eee WO; Wennwiei anos Risen ; 19.41 | 1 95 
do eee ees eis i). eee reed kode h Kaen 5 79.41 | 1 25 
Be ieeeenceans SR UES eid ccia a ciuckeasocesents 82.15 | 1 95 
a 0SCt*«C ae CAMA RMR Ap edeE nai 79.75 | 195 
tes bstacdneans | me seth exdwwn ews nee 19.75 | 1 25 
Wieend Gh. Bilis .ko.snccccscenss | McKinney Holderness ........0.es00008% 81.13 | 216 
do Lecuuernuen aes en es ED hdd ose esd unos vee eRX ; 81.13 | 1 49 
do jphececereiedd eee Nk wid cues gts cebeaewebes 81.13 | 1 31 
io «ss Sexbesecerceeses ee °° ia eh eee eee weS $81.04 | 1 2% 
a 8 KevseRESeEd SES ES (Re | Ae ea ere ‘eeute ee ine 81.04 | 1 25 
do chee ones ee IN So eek oa hag ain msds wb DPE 81.04 | 1 25 
_  iééWknneddaves ‘ John Lane and John Allen Lane.......... 81.04 | 1 25 
do Seerr Tr Te CTT ee a NE 60:4 6k eas ds de vee es 80.07 | 1 25 
NOD iesaeecees sees ; <<: | pie eeu vebobaneeecael 80.07 | 2 51 
do SCR poLianseRces — + i <Gsivincenceestocda vanes | 80.07 | 1 97 
Ai eee cake Gn eete es Nor, §. Ae eG eke trees 80.07 | 1 79 
GQ hh bes wesvcceces Bes MOI re cisdckweseserenece ees | 80.23 | 1 25 
NG “Ssasecetaeswesoen DOU AsASUCL. = salou kok aes ose Saecme ‘ | 80.23 | 1 25 
NG (VERSES Rb aSeS KS ce: PUSAN NS ALOR AS a civ Acoma ke awe Se ee Eee | $0.23 | 1 25 
= “Heeeceeeereeenes PAPE PON cckeins seed n inex eowes | 81.20 | 1 44 
me 9 soseeeun Be eee °° | “he oe ceares pila Metin tei | 81.20 | 2 00 
re aes do Pomemasiesswee an) i 
do rere rrr tT ve PO Sr 655s eecscinkbans es Si.31 | 1 25 
ee sesceeeetineaes ee esas si yee bana in poubioe’ | 81.31 | 1 95 
fib (RSG e he eel oboe eal SS | ee me 81.31 | 1 25 
CT ee eT reer es Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 80.14 | 1 25 
wpewNercdeksenies Somme WO. cases ces ere rere eee TT 80.14 | 1 26 
Ney (“s SFeS SSE eee SS Se Sc wae a6 beens vee Rs 80.14 | 1 25 
Ss  £# £ScsKeasucsecenes Ee ee eee : 84.46 | 1 25 
a CT rere rere oe 84.46 | ] 25 
TT rere eee ns: | 6h aR eNerth ey | 80.48 | 1 25 
 .. . Heebwewnecsensus NE WOES Sec dwress hea SUK ew ROO eS | 80.48 | 1 25 
Andrew J. McDonald........ bis ee ae Se a 79.39 | 1 25 
Searles McCreless...... ee ee Thomas Kirkman and Joseph L. D. Smith 19.22 | 1 25 
IG le hacer eee cece ye! MR icici hhh Geb aeth anes 6 4cs 0S 40% 19.37 | 195 
Sterling Harrison.......escesee.! ST Teer et Lee rienieeinas & A eee 79.37 | 1 89 
ee ae, Se | MIE a eRe GWM bei i oe eine on is ca Sia ab $2.09 | 1 25 
Daniel Greene.........66. beesis | ee ee ree Se Pe ee cee $1.31 | 1 25 
i NN 6 Cue iw cee teases ) ONG i hae ndee make eee wads © 80.49 | 1 25 
Thomas UG. BMS: «i... 0.6.006s% (Te TE, WANs cede ec AR Kaew eanbas | 79.80 1 25 
do ‘ebkeenkcannave : Oe Voce Aha haa haw imew ees | 79.80 | 1 25 
Nb eeaesceckebusus. a sai bt aig ee SERINE eae | 79.80 | e225 
Se # eenKeseaeeneivnn Thomas Kirkman and Joseph L. D. Sinith. «| 19.22 | 1 25 
Be arose eeni oes du do - 79.22 | 125 
do fekeecesdeWaenenl Se Bre «cs nds eee eee jess & | 70.59 | 1 25 
a 8 §=s- RabeeseeeCedakenl Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver. . .| 79.59 | 1 25 
do whens eek wb | "iemey TOR 66s cacacewes (LURK RHKEDE 82.09 | 1 25 
Se ee eee ED 6b cities Kinks baeannksis ; 19.95 | 199 
0s “eeeeks Savatweas GR: BEE er AHES SAS veserKRoNew es 79.95 | 1 25 
do pean aga ores ME Kc OVERS bh aWikde weed dee eedewus & es | 79.95 | 1 25 
do Lecvaeeneanee RS rr 7 eer eee ee ee ae ee 19.95 | 1 25 
a  cwerieescevdesnes Joseph L. D. Smith and Thomas Kirkman. | i9.15 | 1 27 
i kee eaGnunewwean 1. SE Sa a AN 8G sees econ eens 79.15 | 1 25 
Nie Score Pea cSee inns: Thomas Kirkinan and Joseph L. D. Smith.. 79.15 1 50 
do (sec keeKitewex ne ee ee ee 79.15 1 36 
do EbGSEAREKCORESS PE UN ci Wah cb sea evi eRe CeN ese | © 79.06 1 25 
do PH obo eestasseses| Oe. Bekele. cee hek bike mabieice 79.06 1 25 
a. Cer ekarene Reeves SE Sita eae wer Kae whee ke sar 80.20 1 25 
itn Mote beiu de wean PO Ds 5), TMM av o'sie s vine oes SSSR DS 79.40 1 25 
bio Sesser oeteces tees |. |. tate iehbesemane . 79.40 1 25 
Sao *  sopbeeesncher ses Hardin D. Runnels........... hones 79.41 1 25 
a re eeeeeee| Joseph M. Terry..... Keane (hws awe a 82.15 1 25 
Mb:  sbiweehesae tensa Se. 3.  Siketueses SG eonieuasentc 19.75 1 25 
do (aseKonsess -| Benjumin® Groemhow ss 4000 ss000006s000% 79.75 1 25 
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Name of the original purchaser. 


B.— Statement binil the liad of land sold—Continued, 





Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Price 
pr acre. 





VOL. ViI——d4 F 





























Acres. 
cceeeeininabaiel 

Robert J. Walker......... ‘ John Lane and John Allen Lane......... 80.07 $1 25 
do CER LEN Se wal I ENS 65545 ie bE 4ST KGa es CK ED 80.07 1 25 
do Big a honbie ees Pek Aan are Rke ee ke ckee dee ween 79.82 1 25 
—_  .  # arene re ee | Btkaneh Satlivan, sen .. 0.6.06 006.50-0000 79.39 1 25 
—-  #-wetasiiedsekeas MeRrmmey TPWolderneeats 6. ois cscs cssviee 79.39 2 61 
oe £+  8eeeenkeseses Rupees SB. COMO... 5 kis cts cee ee 81.04 1 25 
do Pee a ee eae ee ae None react ay a ar ar ee ee SC ee ae ae Re 81.04 1 25 
~~  jjé *%eees vinwkes! ee Te. TNE id A SSeS es Kaede 79.67 1 29 
We Ct(“‘ét RN SVL NIN ann rh ons Bai bell Be aie a gall 80.23 1 25 
1/0) SCR cEOCRr CROC crac . Pgs ana ee Rw a es Cisie eleceiaie ale eee e:s = 81.20 E 25 
GO  wistewiesdues use Secs Dav id DIGEMMSOM Gta ws ates case kee oertes 81.20 - 25 
“Dy $$. «—«-—S«X-_ -avandwavSUeSauetelow ent ee ee ee re ee eee 81.20 1 25 
—  . é ~+yrieanaxewswae DE GW eae os eile Slates we eames 80.14 1 25 
do rs a er ee eer Nese aha 80.14 1 25 
— » ©<tetebesunadadnl NN, fete aicndyccaacsec keene | 79.66 | 1 25 
GOm  eattcudeencdenreres os iil ES Pree ig eta: deg aaah | 79.66 | 1 25 
—  £zve0eencenksacca Se Ps 5 5 Kh Hehe bods 79.66 | 1 45 
do peatbedloncnieneereiarete a re er 59.66 | 1 25 
do cccccccceeesee| Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.66 1 49 
~~ £# .:°+# i #§ i ween ae ee Se a ace yao eee keeeewews 79.66 Z 08 
do eT ee ae a. a eee ee 82.09 1 65 
do HR bee RA | Hardin D. Runnells.........cscccccesees 79.37 1 95 
do ie asawbcwecas) WHAM TOM ioc cesensssscrsterwesoees 79.37 1 25 
do eaheearanererets é Rn ae) Piet ek i eal wae 79.37 1 25 
do (PECK RS ROLES Allen Waller: .....54. cet Uae Paki waceas 80.20 1 25 
do errr ee Tre ee ee a eT ee | 82.15 1 25 
GOs. spe ovallete le ever ee Alvarez Figk. .06.5.... Ss eee 81.84 1 2% 
ee re ; IN re ah hb Ache Wi Gd ee (heakeouss 80.06 1 25 
do (eseedeabecwesss| DOME heccadasceeasebawes cess aces naneen | 80.06 1 25 
Malcolm Gilchrist. ee ey ae | Horace C: wrpenter and Henry T. Irish. ree 81.20 1 25 
do eee ee | David Dickinson .............. eee er er | 80.14 3 05 
do soit siatautiiged weeeee) John Lane and John Ailes DNS acted ics | "7.02 1 25 
Qe:  saSsieesesnines do G06, eahitindat | 1.02 1 25 
 £#  # éi i *#&s¥ersunesacas | Silas M. Catching ......sssseesseeeeeees | 81.13 3 37 
QO. seiacnierueicion ...| Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver. . .| 79.66 1 25 
do ee John Jackson. Liha kikie A ae sana ea | 79.66 1 25 
do errr ore rT Tee | ‘Thomas Kirkman ‘and 1 Joseph L. D. Smith. 79.22 | 1 25 
do Silene ate Rieletele fe | Joseph Collins . CRA ORE eT Ie 82.23 | 1 25 
do ere Lckeken | do PE eater ee ee eee om 82.23 1 25 
do Ele ieee sr choreee F do E fau ease heuer anaes Aiele ata eee Oh 82.23 | 1 25 
do Bia Venetia uirsralorevevnl ers | em TT. £66 6660S eee enw es 82.23 | 1 25 
do roe Te cal SOU ON. csa0 04 enesas errr er TT 80.02 1 25 
do iwibwinieeee ses | SS rere ot ere 80.02 1 25 
do Syaereoiers Bravenerere sis | Richard W. Anderson and Eli WL Driver. 80.02 1 25 
do wee eeeeeeeeeree) do do F 80.02 1 25 
do KWeeweGee SHEARS | Thomas Kirkman and Joseph L. D. Smith. . 719.22 1 25 
do nee ee Se do do 79.22 1 25 
do eeaeene eavanes| OO EOEN 6 005 is dsb wancowsacecsaes sia] 79.37 1 25 
do titre Sep eaete tava ane HardenwD: Runnels <....c6..okseeddan.caw neve 79.37 1 25 
do eT eer Terres Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver.. .| 79.95 1 25 
 . Heerenmnsdane Sterlime Harrison. «6.15 csesses ss aewewel 80.20 1 26 
John B. Peyton cus ‘Wiclioles Gray) Alvares Fisk 2.00006 ssiasases eee sil 79.67 | 2 6 
do do do cee rere eer | 19.67 | 2 98 
do do Pe 0. eed ite aoe sy te eeeeeees! 79.67 | 2 50 
Richard Eskridge........... A Ane” ate aR e Carer pera ae er 80.03 | 3 00 
Benjamin Weeks .......+.-eee+e- Horace Carpenter ond Henry T. Irish ...., 83.37 | 1 40 
do jG E ieee as do : 83.37 | 1 41 
me )0t SP eiemeeway oowks do . — serve 80,09 | 1 25 
SS “eeeceneeeVbupes do do eae] 80,09 | 1 25 
AO. «i elec era ere orimjecerers do do aeree| 80.09 1 25 
do (eaux ens ‘ do ee i eeens | 80,09 1 25 

Charles B, Green, jr. , and Montford | 
I oa eu neha oR ; “% ) ee ere Mepeneies rere rreer yr 160.66 1 25 
bf ee ee re Curtis. TOEy. 6scsccscvscsrcscerceves o4 -| 80.45 1 25 
do ies cae dsic ‘ ies 9 do Dab eatin art Cede 3-43 ‘Keen onl 79.82 1 25 
Pile TAs iss cccsaccasseecsac| NOM secs c0eeees pine ee ae (ERE REE n es 82.35 1 25 
me: sapertesene eRe hes OO ces caneeen ee ee rs er eee | 82.35 1 25 
Moses Crowson....... aVee e seis eres deen Lockr idge . ea oaRRoLCNeG, ora Gt a sgl T7T.85 1 25 
Boling C. Burnett........ vere ee William Johnston..... UTC e Te Te CTC Tee | 19.44 1 53 
Jolie B. Domes. .ccecvcess OE ee Tete eT Teer et Sey Cree! 88.23 1 25 






































































B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued, 


Name of the original purchaser. 





Samuel V. Gillespie...........6. 











Wy tate TARE 6 cnn 0 obo ce eeee cd - 
UT arse ee eT 
William Hays. .......eeeseeseee! 
Maleolm Gilchrist ...... Shee eeael 
do CoC ohe Seon 
oo: |. tseeeue06 ceeee kl 
do (Eee becca eee eee 
Op 8 4S eM eee eS 
do Se ee eT ee 
do ao ehha noses 
do ppts Gieke Pe teue aie 
do Se ere 
do ete iene ese 
do sree were rere ee! 
do Plow ike eens 
do RE wes eae kre 
do ee Per ee ee 
do reper ere ee 
do Ee ee eal 
do piesa ie sl paves 
Mise Seeuteeerceeses | 
do TFee eye sere ieF 
HO «§ ¢ $seen pias wmele las 
do eT rr mene 
do thi tasatcedn 
do eepearkudewent 
do EEE, 
do re se (avius | 
do (sek deeekesaal 
do Tey See Eee ee 
do Tye eee ree eS 
Allen Glover..... ea oats bec 
do ee eee | 
do eee e hak ss a we eae 


POIEE POUINON, FF. so 5s 56 esse 


do ose 6b 2:9 609 0 8.01 
Jenjamin Weeks ..... errr ere 
Robert Jemison, ff. ....000000200 5! 

a | eenanvid pentant 

do SE pia an dace 

‘do eeneenevaredas 

do Lee eerineiseis ee 

do ihe cdewearsl 

do COs ere Bisa id 

do Piuseated data ies la 

| 

do Soe Sata e 

do Skits coesasl 

do (eb senbwrekewss 
do sete eccereevee| 
do sec eceecoeeee! 
Thomas G. Ellis ........0.se000.] 
do sceseoveresevcen| 
Be oy (preenwcahek Sate! 
do (cena eenere mawe! 
ao Te TT ee 
do ‘Toot 2 ee. ee oe oe oe ee 
do Pe eice eke eG iat 
do Se ee ot eT ee 
do vTrrieeeie yee 
do Eb eeeeesoeeose 
do 2 as 086 2 ss eoeceee| 
do pe ee eee 
do Ee eieS eee Set re 


Robert Jemison, if. ... 222600006. 
Seiesas. MATS sos he0cesieea ccs 

do i esi a ee ra 
eee ee rer | 
Elijah Brown ......+eeeeeeeeee 


do bebe ss 56S. 0% & 04 30 | 


David Williams .....-csseeceeee 





PUBLIC LAND 


Name of the assignee. 


lal 


5% 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


DE Siem twa ows & waeee ig pkencens 
INE scot e Giebe clea e sews kiekus Bisicks Wiosere 
NGG seco Saw eis Se St ae eee 
SOR W. RY Gsis05s secu weTee Terry. ° 
Jesse W. Garilisccsnkcoccss ° ee Tee 
do ey rey Oy ee A 
do pidcste aysie ere Siehale are e sake 
oe eee sanbansan 
Edward C. Wilkinson...... : Khari iene 
do Se ee ee 
do sieiieere ie ease ahs 
Ed. C. Wilkinson and Beer wd M. Egeleston 
do do 


Edward C. Wilkinson.... 


do 


Thomas G. Ellis... 


do 





R. J. Walker re ne Rain [esa eek | 


Thomas G. E llis. . 


Horace Carpenter and Henry T. Irish»... 


do do ee 
do do cecee 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........| 
Hdward C. Wilkinson........ CRT re eee | 
Benjamin M. Bradford... tee ee eee e ee! 
do P bieis era mies Cio wil 
Edward C. W iiineon.. beeen awe | 
do eee eee eee 
MO en 2 siteee anise miele ai] 
Benjamin M. Bradford . Lies a gual 
do CP ey TN Se ied Seen are 


R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........! 
None Kise ras de Bln Meals edt: il an eee ou | 


Richard Eskridee . 


None Tee ee re a S500: Sue eee eee ere ee | 
James B. Rodgers. OT ee Eves » | 
Richard E: skridge ee ee Te ctenaws 
OE ORS rE ap Dewisee eis es Sui 
James B. Rodgers....+..- ++. ‘eavavnel 
Richard Eskridee ae ee Caen sdinnwie's| 
James B. Rodgers.......0200+ (reese eel 
do Sees ee esa ont 

do ee ere Tre ert 
William Johnston .......... seanasds | 
| 


Richard W. Ander 


Richard Eskridge 
do 
do 
do 


do 


Thacker W. W Sites r 
Gabriel B. Ragsdale . 


do 
Alvarez Fisk .... 


hk. J. Walker and Thom: is ins Aas Seay 


do 


James Flack.*%... 


Ebenezer Minter ....... ; 
MOS) centers pies 
Andrew Lackridge ........ 
do oc eeees . 
ee ee va 
do pie wis ee ee 
William inter, vases eee 
Thacker W. Winter..... ae 
do eee . 
PN ca ce dk oewsueee Kees 


Horace Carpenter and ‘He nry T. Irish seesaw! 


do 
ON cide aa bi 


son and Eli M. Driver.. .| 


> . 

eee eeeeee 
ee 

ey 


do 


do 


eee erees eee eeee 
| 

| 

seeeee ee ee) 
| 

. eoececoceccce| 
. oe eeeee 
| 

| 

ee, a ee re | 
ee 


- 2 eee . 
eoereeeeeeeee 
eoreeee . | 
| 
. . eee °| 
ee eoee .| 
| 
. . . Bee iene 
eee . ee! 
eee eee eee eees j 
| 
eee eee . 
eoeeee eee . 
ee eeee . 
. oeee 





Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 





‘sia 1263. 





79 


12 
79.3 
79.3 
81. 
80. 
80. 
80.9 
.10 
83 
82. 
83 


od 


as 


98 
98 
8 
83 


ee 


200 
2.83 
2.83 
2.83 
81 
op | 


81 
81 
81 
51 
5.91 


ot 
04 
54 
04 
.o4 
54 
.O4 
05 
49 
42 
13 
.83 
.03 
.81 
9.83 
.61 
02 
=D 


= 


———$______ 
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LIST OF 





B.—State? 





| 
Name of the original purchaser, | 
| 

| 
| 





David L. Jolinson....... eee 
do 
David Mabray....cessccecoscses 
Claiborne Callicoate.........2.6. 
Henry Person 
Param Thompson .......0....... 
do 
do a ee 
Peter Q. Bridges. 
do 
do 
Augustus B, Saunders... 0550.45.05 
do sai 
do ore 


do Sedravaiaenee 

do Drei Velie ve texeteues 

a ee re 

) do Medea tee Coals ae 


Alfvod Battle. .....00% 
do - 
Thomas G. Ellis....... 
Boling C. Burnett ......-...06. 
do suamaneleieceeieresnevece| 


do 





do oe SO OO. «6. 0 4-6 10'S 
SONS TOU oo vans hae ve tewcceees 


Jenkin Devany.... 
Thacker W. Winter. 
do ators 


do Rewete tasers seals 


Thomas G, Ellis....... 


do er eae ‘ 
ikngme ip deerateee ee ee 
do a taitave toheteie aro ene 
do ee eer 
do SP EKEolovedukere ersieconebot 
do ar avererc lola siete eleees 
do Wanare cote tenccerate felons tos 
do Bare c ers chet ehetccesy sa 
do Nh arete eee one 


do 
do 


do 


do Beir avarteie aietete a eter 
do pane tier cyt Rif lip 
do SEW 1 Bee Reet 
Teenedes NVCAMICGIS vas ee ovavedare ousiereteielatenevs 
do Brereus tonaie feetareteie 
do avsleriateaceiereseeieNee 
do Her enae es ee 


do sence ones 


do ea ee ee ee 
do RNS Te ts al iar ETO 
do A eeielexa arena Mehenere 
do Re Or KS oe 


do eeee 
dy eee 


do ore eet 
Robert Jemison, jr......0... 
’ alee see ees 


do a 
1 
ao re ee ee Oe i ae ee ae 


do 


do oso 6 bt 8 © 0) @ She ee 
do gana Dena Nh ey tis: 


do ee ee oe a ee 
do Pere 
do 


do eS oe a a te a Ce oe 
do Seiad eyeeubieeratereess 
do we wikia 














PURCHASERS 


THE 


OF LAND 


nent of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the 


assignee. 


Davids VhormntOnis<we-s:< 00e% 

do wera 
Edward Plummer ......... 
SUM ahi sis isi ee wie Gre nda oth Gawd 


NOME Ta estates 


None 


NCGS Ty icra Sn ee te re ec oe ae a Re 


NONC@ c.c</e8"s 


INORG £4 NAOT tla Siete, anh sataxe 
a ee sibs Sesh ionte Bro, CavSicel uae ania a. o's 
MN iS as i Sea 2a acheter cg i gsr ite Beene eile: ay 


Horace C and 
do 
do 
do 
do 

None <a 

None... 

None... 

None 

Edw: 

None . 

ee 

NONE .<. 

NGNG tee 

POs 66G0es 

None: s<.s. 

he 

None.. 

ROW iiuaees 

Alvarez Fisk ... 

Searles MeCreless . 

William Stone 

John Lane and John Allen Lane...... 
do do ste Bite we 

Thacker W. Winter.. 

William Stone 

Thacker W. Winter .. 


do eteitens 


Henry : 
do Seua are 
do aieete 
do zs 
do pisievers 


arpenter 


eeereeeeeee eooerereee reeset eee reese 


ee 
. eevee eeree see eeeee 
eee eee esos 
eoeoere ee eee eer er rere ee 


do svete atlonara awere wr eekerensiere 
Joseph Nations ........+- 
do eater ected 
William Barton....... 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 
do do Braet ee a 
Thacker W. Winters. .4..:. « 
GECCH CLOW? <x Saese sions ssi 
hk. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 
do do on eee 6 4c 
do do Siege ea 
PEAGREI VV  VVIEILECT ove stevens eievsiteiene-s 
do 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard... 
do 


eoscecereereeer er eee eeoe 


eoseeeree eeee 


eoceoerereeer ee er ee eeeee 


do si ecne 6 6 

do do eeeereee 
do 

John A. Burford.... 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard... 

Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 
do do 

Thacker W. Wintefi. sce ceesces 


do 


do fmerata rect 


SAMES Ee OLOMUOIaas aieasies asic, ees 
Henry Eppergon. ....0+.0esee- 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barna 
None 
None 
None 
ON ies a bdeR ede eee 
INGHO*Scosrs eters 
Thacker W. Winter. 


Reber iw sais 


cee eer ee esr ee eee eee er eer eee 
eorereer ee eeeee 


eooeoet weer ee te eee ewer er eseeee 








| 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres, 


79.03 
79.03 
80.36 
156.78 
81.00 
83.85 
83.85 
83.85 
oD ar 
86.51 
86.51 
80.70 
316.72 
79.18 
157.34 
642.60 
79.06 
79.06 
79.20 
79.20 
80.02 
79.68 
78.97 
80.36 
79.06 
18.67 
79.24 
79.94 
80.28 
80.38 
81. 
80. 
78. § 
91. 
9] 
79. 
79. 


87. 


~ > 
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~~ 


— an 


Wi 
CO ts 
or or mor) 


.68 
91 
97 
36 
ve 

36 
.36 
36 
36 
.O] 
19.91 
68 
. 68 
.68 
238 
-08 
94 
. 94 
.94 
01 


oo 
23 


Y2 
.23 


oo 
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| pr acre, 
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PUBLIC LANDS. 





[No. 1263, 








B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 









Name of the original purchaser. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





Malcolm Gilchrist... .........000+ 
Robert J. Walker........ m 
Jeremiah “Gilbert... 2 .2s.00s000. 
Pe SO okkc nek carne se ews 
do 

tobert J. Welker ssc ccccececss| 
do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do a 

de 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do er 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Malcolm Gilchrist.......... pes 
do 


ee ee eee eee e eee ees, 


Trt ees eke 
Sn ee ee ee 
ee ee ee ee oe 
ee ee 
Corre ec esre seas 
eee ewer er er see 
> 2s ee bs) ob we. 0.6 
ee 
ever rere ees esece 
Os 6 b's 06 sae 6 aS 
wer eS ee 
ee ee 
ee 
eee eres eres ene 
er 
eee reer er eerves 
ee ee 
eecccesr eect vee 


Ce 
ee ee 
er 
ee 
ee 
CC 
be 660805 3 86 66.01 
ee 
eee eee reer ees 
ee 
ee 





eeeeereereeeeese 
ceeoeeererereeeeeee 


erereereeeeereeee 


ee ee eer er ee eeene 
core eer ere eee eee 
se ee ee eee eee ees 
ee eeee ee 
rr 
ee 

erevee 


Robert Jemison, jr 
do 
do er 
do 
do 
do oe 
do 

Joseph Person...... OE ee eee 
do ee 

Thos. Barnard and Robt. J. Walker 


do do | 


eee e ee eeeeeeee 


eoereereeeet ee eres 




















Name of the assignee. Quantity 
purchased. 
Acres. 

Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.94 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 78.97 
pe Re ae ee 161.40 
oe Nelehce? ks Caen e eben enw a’ 86.72 
NONE si isc ee Ce ERE SANS GRE a SES OSS 91.27 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 81.57 
‘Thacker W. Winter...... raawtawes 79.68 
PE cies oe ERS eis oh Be Ow a aA 78.39 
SN SCeNeONoGk oes oka amiieh ase 56ow-s 78.39 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 78.39 
do MG.  @su.W.0cho 78.39 
MUN EEN OM oe roe orc wise hoc ewe aisles 78.39 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 79.24 
do MQ 9 wsibeeas 78.86 

do do se ehenee 79.13 
award TARMINGH ssa wk so Le wuss esas sss 79.13 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 79.13 
do GG | seme 79.13 

do ae © sanwuenu 80.02 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 80.02 
do do ee 80.02 
Diacker WS AWanter es occa saute ermacveae 80.02 
Oh 6: .. « .thenepawetaeeeueses 79.09 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.09 
PO Tc 6b Ks ig aed KOO eee os 79.09 
ore re rere sieis eis 79.09 
Beniamin BM. Bradford. ccs sin sisccccsess 79.68 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 79.91 
ORE REN os ai wwe pin ae eRey oe 78.97 
Ce ae ee eee Hive areice 79.03 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 79.03 
PN TEE cD ie Ride vowed Meee eOweS 18.72 
es oa ois OE eka eas a a nv ow 18.72 
I NN ce a eee & eR ehwe ees TBede 
SRCROE OF. We NE ii eid h hbo 868 5 HOOKERS 78.72 
do Pere r ree Tey Ce TTT 78.72 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 80.36 
do do wal 80.36 

do do oo 80.36 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard....... .| 80.80 
do oe Soseeiens | 158.36 

do do Mia hemes 79.18 

do do eceoccecve 80 70 

do no: eeeues 80.00 

do is et | 80.00 

do GO 2$¢sseese 79.91 
Ss Ps OEE, os Fibs en eae cee neers 81.50 
fo! us”! Seaview sit weahiule $1.50 

—.) eieuwen eer es ks $1.50 

oo 8 sii dveaeanrewe panna ees 81.50 

(ne A 8s Acormvarren. yao arsre se 81.50 

a! =  CGptGisvoaneddent veces 81.50 

do (higdsdpiwaseekeseneel 81.50 

Sree sO erre carr ne parue See 81.50 
eerie neva teies | 83.85 

do os 6 Ob 6 0 60's 666% 2 248 © ee! 83 85 
Searles McCreless. ......s0cssssesecsess | 80.19 
Oe eee ee ete ed eRe RS | 80.19 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ | 79.24 
Hardin): Rannels: 6sesacsanesnns« seen s 79.11 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 80.43 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 80.02 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 80.19 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver... 80.19 
do do 59.94 

do do 79.94 

do do 79.94 
DE Giietae voce Keieea be eweeehasceeeens 80.00 
ct pe hw hd ch si Ess eee shereeeeNE 80.04 
RT ENS 6 eee oye ennsenere ne 80.15 
do Se ee rere eee ee ee 80.15 
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LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 








B.— Statement of the quantity ll land sold—Continued. 








Name of the original purchaser. | 





SS 


Thos. Barnard and Robt. J. Walker 
do do | 
Stephen Threlkeld . ha yea mites 
do ate aie ete els wees 

John Lane and John A. Lane..... 
do doe sews 

do (6 (ay aaa 

do do aes Sire 

do —  £«enwr 

do GO  wes0c 

Henry T. Irish and Horace Carpenter 
Hardin D. Runnells, ....060.55606. 
10 SS caues Carta eer ark 

| ||”*~*«*C Se ee eg ra 

—  «pascarsearrsne 

GS ti«(“éHo Shan Ween Nw nt Haass 

UO:  —«-liavacere. aud ereceteverere 

MG nstetretetreane ates 

1G (‘“«C ecw ean eww re ww 

WG | cetatipelarenenGeltee els 

"kc RSG Crear iecetnceree 

Ae ee oveworste nee seterete re 

HO 8 :t*«“‘«‘« ee eg UTC | 

do Slo). 0 6. Wi 8 She 4.8 6.56.\0 | 
Robert FOMWIR, FF. 606 cv es cvews | 
Qe  ~— | guaneyss ee Sree 

“| 0) roo cece irc | 

po er ere 
do SENS RCNG La eo elactere este alors | 

CS sare ievevevens Sieh ete rs sene ciate 

(WO se aie’ Rigkswaneye eiene oto >eio 

Philip J. Weaver....... err eer 
do Seaaeevevisl ie wanaioer one 

tS Ces oo cor rrere oe 

do AO On ae | 

Ue) Saens teeters rans voreeeee 

ee ee ee ee 
EH ier auetolsisvokete te eioic te sles 

Ge Reng eeieiavererwie aie 

Oe he ugkolauetore muses evelemiets 

GO?" ayaxelsveynioteieasietelel cietovere 

MUG fa aaneh a natekakoseuataNerclat ane 

GU? euNatton crete seter siovcheravererers 

LOU: | caysterevauatebousueioiteue are overs 
Robert Jemison, jr...eseeeeeeees 
Peter C. Chamblias. .....02cceees 
Sonn GOOGWIR. 056550 cc cess crccs 
Ruy \ieeeeerategie towers hevessi-c aueaninns 

ie | terre aualeseeanete aes . 

do Fey Pe AEN Se nena Ue 

(LO? Uaieieuncmmerete Sorkor 
ee ee ee er 
Littlebury Gilliam.............. 
Trememe G. Bis... kes ecceeacs. 
SRMIES TIAMBBCS 66 54 sc ciceceess 
“iy MEST a On corer eee sei 

Pe I so hike eS Naw hee oe 
CLIO, “rapes eveutovavarekeusversvese overstate 


a re 
PE, Tak case neces tess 
eon dd. McCauchan...s.ccccccass 
i ee ee ee eee 
Oman ee stotate eh Nokonoraieredatcionever< 
Beovert J, Walker .0ci sc ces cseess 
Oe catreceteiewereverera eters 
CO ee es a 
GO cm Veer Saoirse 
UO sreatiivraininses 
_"- i +2aewONeiweses | 
— erreeresvureas 












Name of the assignee. Quantity 
purchased. 

| Acres. 
BP er re | 80.06 
I I ce le ba es 5 80.06 
Pe ii acs Pa aS seyeR asic a te ea ouves eslaiiovei wails, Severs 79.07 
IN@NHCiS osican Orava Sinaia isch fans fondle - 79.07 
as ota ew KRe SUGARS enema sacs 79.85 
IONE ck 5 Beara e Leet AIer ear UR Tei ey ala det aceae cata 79.81 
ease ae wae saw kar sie aaron seeds 79.81 
DM circa ce CaN rT eee ee ee a ee 79.81 
REE nes Cert ar eee a 79.81 
Tian s We W en Ree itn ihe ye eid coe! 79.76 
nt, DIN he KKK eo hs Kees 79.03 
PRs eo BARRO NAEES KA Pos bcccueas 79.86 
TE cate es eas Sale Ei etereve ie aueve eetooXe 79.86 
ONE Siena hea webeanes « Siesta ola ane 79.86 
INORG 40 aces aReNasalieroliaie vedotatendiieieisiarel, slates, oveleiera 79.86 
PE och Sin Vane tate ited etal sieierey nets alee eet ov 158.14 
TNO BAe te eee. ok eet ce 159.48 
PONE cae Sate ete apckaeUN eats arsed ec ASsee< 79.08 
PES Hiricke bucks Pe Te TIED 79.08 
SS Ae eee hada ew aha bana be aur 79.51 
ps mee a ee a Oe ee 79.51 
NE hia inte eile ats oe ied as | 79.51 
WR os paxeshx sila cr tr Siete BOA e eyace Siar e evel 79.51 
ae SPC aren sere Vawtavehon ote rect aca. ci Slavens 160.32 
Naik ge E cre a wh ea 6 Sus we ri 79.16 
a ah So ree posh te 8 a ae a le 79.76 
| a es ea ec aaa Oe ee 79.85 
Wm. T. Willis and Joka . WHR s .cccar 79.08 
do —_—  °xesrens | 79.08 
do GOR tneranarete 79.08 
do — § wiweeds 79.08 
NOHO ost evcleuers srehiNowen rine Crtvete lo. & ecestrareenale 79.63 
OMG sicenenx ee ee ere ee ee 79.63 
eli Meg eee pny ak ips ea wie 79.63 
TM oecvaviteeas AOAC Cae ere 79.81 
PE oa ieernwecenas a oieweilayeiale fas wa eta avelox ess 80.11 
eth iio Caren 2b ei pd ie tena 318.32 
eAlerts pay 79.81 
POW 2 oisadd newus BNeaiereute Si BuSg NSA arate ates 80.11 
eed ore earn dae tia atexahahonetrs 239.28 
OVS EES SKE RRA od 79.76 
PO. i iaueses tide eeees ee ere eer 79.58 
Gigi pk Sea RR te ee od le ve 79.03 
Wm. T. Willis pe dobes A. 159.02 
TROT . VOR 6a bee noe ic sn Keaer cal 80.43 
ON oie a Baie etn Cia dla ete 67.00 
San’ Gustin, J.B. Peyton and L. R. Marshall 61.50 
do do do 79.95 
do do do 79.95 
do do do 79.95 
do do do 80.23 
DP iciild h noeien cS 4 ee oe Suir al “sterentrete evoke 61.50 
RM ee Cee eT Oe ee aE ea 80.02 
PS SS BS chin ge Calder atcarns be 4s a we sios 40.25 
NM eile las by aie ccs ae hele woh wR 80.95 
ee edd ae hd chee bd ees ddeRer 80.95 
NO Oe eet on onthe ea bg ealee ke tak 80.70 
Be chi ea Sa ag i le a ik tic 80.70 
pRB Mr SE ee te Ee ee ee aD 80.05 
ey i ee een eee ee 80.05 
a ae 31.63 
ee ee 79.52 
ein eke end cheekeceseecs 79.41 
ea nin RO BEE LO ee eee ia 88.23 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 75.9) 
pe a ee ee ee oe eee eee 80.45 
i ie ae el hil ee ha 80.45 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 79.82 
do me eed ced 79.38 
EE I So ce bon i wd os oo od 8 82 79.44 
John Lane and John Allen Lane ......... 87.56 


be ig 


el ell eel ce ee ne ee ee en Oe Oe 


weet eheteniesd sien edhe ate aehwibetieadead ot ergesboathehy eomadl nish. tient «rember nnd cain cbe-dipehoal vse eocees aba 


Price 
| pr acre. 
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50 


55 
06 
66 
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Rob’ t 
do 


do 


do 


do 


A 


Samuel Gustine, John B. 
Levin R. Marshall 
Samuel Gustine, John B. 
pew 1 Marehall .. vickiccesss 
Semuel Gustine, Jolin 
Levin R. Marshall 
Samucl Gustine, Johu_B. Peyton, 
Levin R. Marshall ; 
Samuel Gustine, John B. Peyton. 
Levin R. Marshall 
Samuel Gustine, John B. 
Levin R. Marshall 
John J. McCaughan............. 
Samuel Gustine, John B. Peyton, 
Levin R. Marshall . 
Boling C. Burnet........... ee 
William McAdoo. 
Benjamin M. Bradford........... 
Isaac Lane . 


Name of the original purchaser. | 


do Seuss or 
do eEeee eee so 
ae) ~ 
do Serer eer 
| Se ee eee e es 
do ca hecenawade aes 
do ee pe Pie ikns 
do Sees ae 
do peeks casei 
00 nee ee ree Ragu s 
do Meome cre oie 
a eekeeries ee : 
i.) ake eeket bea tece 
is DC ete ce eee x 
do oe +0 * 6.464.056 6 eceee 


J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 


do 


| do do 

do do 

iy do do 

; da do 

do do 

if do do 

i} do do 

i do do | 

ip do do 

| do do 

i do do 

i do do 

do do 

1 do do 

if do do 

i} do do 

ii Malcolm Gilchrist eee Tee eee eee 

1 Meier eee an eee 1 

ii do pork Mewiies dus 

i) do Se saeeene 

i do sekieastene 

ti Beem: ~ “gk Ree whee 

i do Sclessceiras 

ii do eee ee ee 
dy eocee ce es oeeens 
do peehe ere 
Sime,  okiveas eeisig 
Boss WwEte ore seeds 5 
do Fee a cae Riese | 


eee eee eer ene 


ere ere ees eoe 
eeeee eee 
eee eee os . 


Peyton, 


Wiley Davis and H. G. Runnells... 


do ar 


PUBLIC 





LANDS. 





Name 


John A. 
do 
do 


Oe a crcin Deen 


ON oa Pecwdda 
DU eS hicbawas 
None 
None ieee s 
None 
ro. 
None <<4-s. 
PE Galas coer 


None. 


of the assignee. 


eeereereee 


WOE rk keds eiKhaewun i eeekeek Ss 
PE ecranied coun he tek acre 
DO cb ith weba eke ie ciwisie ele iow ie wate 
ae ye . Lees cee EG 
CLE CREE Pee err 
cite remd Hawa dL bales Set tewSRewe se 
PE ci Die eacea he enees - Sieve yee hae 
POE? 6 6:0b ae FAS bh hO SKE CRUE oe eS OS 
Pl Gibiataicehakboensehewn anes ‘ 
OM cc ddukebekse kab exud eos Goi eeueesxt 
NE cS RERR ERR ON a Kawa (AACE Sel 
ne Te Be saiee ee 
POE vs.0sbs Nene eases ASG Seva 
PM Eda eh CHER RETA ER OEM i eee 
NORE .ciuuwesane bo obs s 6s os os & oes . 
Nune ...... see ° oe eeccee . e's 
NONC sas cose cess patease cabal Re 
NONC s2ca-a0 se stata eliehe eG area eit Spee iiaw ers 
None Thee eeoere eh ey S26 8:6 0.8 © O86. * b 65s ° 
None Tia he a ee oe oe . ° yen eee eee 
None. Se ee ee eC Se ee ee eee . 
PHONE acp.a-es1 Se aves ke Pa Pe eRe saw oie 
None. Meee ee Reet s sMoseaetses 
None So 6 4.6 66.98.60 8 Lek A Sw ae ee ee eee 
None oo ss ses eS 0S hw 0 16 'S600 ee wh oS We eee oo 
ksi ol nieuwe ee RE Sie Weank Sexe Seieiews 
CCTV Fes Rao ee ore ee meeabontens 
WONG shixewece bie 6s ee . oar ee ie ° ° 
NONE 5 ssa TAT eRe . 
BASTAIE ne ca atek ae os. s 2 es 6 . eeeeecee . 
None bb s'seee eas Se seereeenn at he ee oe ee 
None Tee eT Titi ese ee ee Tine 
NONEC 2. ..5:. EU MR MaO OSE RSS Ree eee has 
None ee re woe SY Wie oe 02% «6.06 eocccce 
NUNC access Se Se eT er Ste 
PE ktiantrstcctiseeds (bseeew sane 
PN oS Reed ashe Sh wWwe a eda herd 


NONE Ee eesas 


None 


None ee et eve 
NONRC i s:< sce aca 


Thomas Barnard and R. 


MN 6c: die bac 
MMC. 22:acreiem et 
None 
John 
ON strate bin 
None 
None 
None 


ye 
NOHC 


eee 


eeee ee eeeee 
eeeereeeeee ee ee 
cee eee eee ees 22s 6 


ss 52 06 66 © 6% 


ee eee woe 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Quantity 


| 
| purchased, 


| ee eae utes ; 
. 22.856 206.8188 0 6.2 6 ee eeee 


Acres. 

aia 
87.56 $1 95 
87.56 1 25 
87.56 1 25 
79.80 1 95 
79.80 1 53 
64.56 2 30 
62.00 2 95 
73.98 2 Ol 
80.44 2 50 
80.44 13 
80.44 1 25 
63.63 3 21 
67.50 7 00 
146.22 2 00 
80.10 1 95 
80.10 1 50 
80.10 2 00 
53. Of 2 76 
40.43 1 25 
62.19 2 05 
78.00 25 


74.6 
70, 
80, 
9, 
34. 
101. 
80, 
19, 
95. 
80. 
x0. 
91. 
79, 
79. 
120. 
re 
79, 
79, 
79. 


i9. 


79 


79, 


BQ 


ie 


10. 


51 


45. 


90 
66 
00 
82 


~ 


95 
Q5 
95 
G5 
84 
S4 
<o4 
40 
00 


on 


ob 
.19 


.19 


.19 


295 
99 
03 
16 
00 
00 


1] 
09 


[No. 1263. 


Price 
pr acre, 


| Ot ll ll ee 
to 
or 


G 

~ 
~ 
a} 
p< 
oe 


I ll a ON on ee Oe 
on 
~ 


a0 
Ww 
co 
— 


b= ho 
qn 
io © 


bo _ 
Sho S&S 
woe 


4 25 
5 05 
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B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


(ee 


—_ 


Name of the original purchaser. 





Name of the assignee. 





Quantity 


purchased. 


Price 


pr acre. 








Acres, 
| | 
Wiley Davis and H. G. Runnells..| None .........- ewes errr ; r id 80.09 | $1 78 
do do Oe ee er ee Ce ee ee ee A | 160.18 | 1 25 
do do PM pearance kyie nena ee eae 398.44 | 1 25 
do do DE SNC SUS ENG eh OR KEE T ons a ernd 82.65 | 3 08 
do do DN itis werner mines Giada qx ew dee 79.94 | I 25 
do do cil NE car ck Ce SEAR ee Re Tre rere | 79.94 | 1 42 
See T. POT is aos ecw cnse ses R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 79.68 | 3 50 
(uO) wi es statecere nena srigreth ese do GQGme  — Sandetcoayen | 109.96 | 2 00 
Geer peisrautie ereneoee eeenev ons do do Sere terelie ero oO ta | 10 00 
do ee ee via was do do erreee! 50.89 | 8 05 
a (“és Hk aeeeeeweas do 8 83=«s-— Sel 80.00 | 4 50 
ie. USRGR ERS Sa Ge RRS do i ‘aushnoend 77.60 | 6 85 
Maloolin GilchYist «66.05 cccees TE ake aes aves ee bia ewe ew ae-o0 160.08 | 1 25 
— Siersieseenn ue CERO e EEOC TC eRe ECT TTT Cee 80.04 | 299 
GO > aarerekeratbin a Gals ets a Sofas WeNeiea scent Garay On) SIGL EMAL wre eae 78.66 | 2 03 
“kt OREM sternents ecient WOME y ssinkes Pastas Vewatay arava foreveleVeyereiae/eierateNs 5 81.50 | 9 5] 
me 20 (ss cadens PU RMN tie-csiis Sy DUR Tal bis, We boda enneuwxd 60.00 | 215 
Os | Ae eaweree ates TN OB ett tic, ile tah tee eras a dk OS | 44.93 | 9 45 
‘ULOY ESA yOrnte Scererorenitee PO SoC ree aa yen Sisicus Sus eietess Be. Waciorerl 47.60 | 1 85 
C\5) Sener ere eee {RISING Ch Tans oye RE otters iyo ek yeasts cores saves 62.00 | e ii 
 .. ‘seexarvaadexes bee ee ee ee ee en 63.50 | 2 05 
Whoepee GC. HG kc ccc cacsdscees PN Siu Da Weeba aha ChEN me adaw baal oon ae wa | 80.10 | 1 25 
4, | RT, SOND Pree rere aie TAG? cisi soils tasers Share ovale s erereiaeneian a 2 x prea e T9.84 6 00 
MO. Eaters Wanless INOMEG esses is vehictiogaireirantoulaveracereravesatnssaverdvatiore's 75.23 | 1 385 
Pn TargterdReaieverdianases Gees |’ IN OIC! siereisererens PEC CET R TE aI a ee ee 95.10 4 95 
“ sila vaithie ua ecaicate Sete INI Cesena ere Dds Beye ei ae Ue Maid 550 le Sa Beda 80.00 8 05 
Peter C. Chambliss and Henry T. | 
og ee ee ere ee ee | TE secre aden Re ae bit adnan’ 80.10 | 2 00 
R. J. W alker and Thos. Barnard. NCS vals wea ei ee eee os err Tee 79.94 | 1 2 
do do DE clieiienihelshwhdaa wed Haake ekakad 79.68 | ao 
do do i eee ee fe Ra ecohevaveiereitohojeveiaie! einem «il 79.68 9} 
do do Se ne re ee aa Cane ot apacnt st | 80.10 95 
do do INH C wevakearent iove arensueraonnneiGaw sieere Bare uk aec ne | 159.68 | ] 
do do RE Ro eNGreach eee ene endo es eee | 80.04 | Q 
do do Pa licks gcc deep ed ee Ok he ae ake w lente ae 64.00 | 8 
do do INGORE Mcand siweteters tee eT CCT eee eee eee TT 80.00 | 2 
do do WO Siwiawws ee ee ee ee Tee ‘a 80.00 | 1 
do do PNNCORERS Fe deitce teh ower Stone fone CaaS rests Coa: crcl lavelces ataio len Sa | 80.00 1 
meee ©. Gs ks koe SoS PN iia (ROARED EERE ERR es woe WES 79.84 95 
«| ber eae wae eG wx A NCONID Castor Aredeysucceeterel nya aceue having. (ekalavyel oh Ride ar eran 0G | 79.84 9 
ee Sere e eee TT ee Tere Thomas 5G. "Ellis Pees eOaus cess dnawawdvas | 80.09 | 1 6 
Ce er rr re RE EE 68.4 6k ates eda NeNsenaee 50.19 | 18 
a 3 auawpenawen shared do ee ey eT ee ee ee ee 79.94 | ) 
Oe “Wehece en eeeess | Thomas G. Bllis........0.0cscoceccceees | 79.84 | 5 
ae Terre Tee ee ee eee ee eee Terre | 105.50 | 67 
ROnert SUMENON, FF... 6. cas esewse bk ane eee | 87.57 | 1 
Robert RODMSOWs «sos 00 ec oes oe HL PANOIN OTe revel sete tetelon steve salis erexenerarens sasiaisliorevete 79.63 | Vas 
es Shaeretuewese ss PO so deRi4 bo NES PRERAN SASS RCA DES oe 59.00 1 2 
Robert Jamison, jr.....0-..e006. ) i GES peacken acres endeanee 80.03 1 2 
— <50ebnn euaeeks] POE eae MASheNsiekolaileloser $010 b-06 Oe w).6/e'/e @rerer wiene| 80.38 1 2 
Wiley DaVis,. 0s cis cccsceecsss ee ee ere eT Te eee peaks 60.00 3 
‘i: On BRR OPC ere INES ro eter ouais (Sivautens 2 eu eanre) sec ais arenes’ Siemigiehs 79.83 | 1 2 
GOs) Gan Breet aioe ieoereeaoee NORIO otevioilaroeoireselet leaves ove ie dies Gvorer'ss ace piscofaa i utens 79.83 1 5 
We chminarin macs bw we koue es A NI lets Sait nies tb chivws Blone araie olen Kala axateat are 19.97 | l § 
Malcolm Gilchrist. ......scceces Nome sce ses Se eee ee ee ee 4 68.83 | 1 6 
a = Gavavekwerawes PE kot PAU eh RSS RSE ARE KON oe | 82.33 | 2 
71’ Seer ers Porn ee ee TURPIN seers eects tenile: Jeveuali@n As8Ve ese Ca bas 65.55 ES 
eg, aa I Bose A Keene Rea rKwHe55 70.18 4 ¢ 
OM Gbvaneeeneue sites er ee ae ee ee 80.99 1 
po a ee ee ae eo ere ee eee ee pele a teeta 80.03 | 1 
do Mae uatave Matera esarsie. rere PY RINSGRL aetat eatca enete eter at raids Siahetale evielewe eee. a'6)6 88.68 | 7 
C0 lan Caer Pe anor | R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 58.00 | 3 
EE) ator an etalon ier aie PNB INO srcsker eral or ciiarer evades racaiovaue ha evaral 3) edeuerere alae 80.66 | 1 
Robert Jd. Welker. ..osccesccasss EE ee eee eee ee ee (Angewadaiee 107.82 5 
homas Ge TUS < «05:65. 00 2 alewieets ANGI Cpe asin ca ata oc Folio aera aren S aveual etmcwbwe 81.46 5 
do Brahe ate To RETO RNSTOL ECE ROL) DINING Wersteerafebawess oilal lays, o-dteiare wane abe Siaiai erersnsie 69.35 | 8 
“Ce a SRSRAC Ee tere ersmnaresnraete | NS 6 Owais eeeeeunsanans Sai Si wiaiadenwml aves 99.52 | ] 
me hblaeeeaedwexGaw I ita in Eo eae ails oe ih alan ela dahon 79.52 | 1 
mk: ~  eeeee o eee nine ee J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 79.82 1 
reter CU, themiime and TH. T. Ixia) None 56s ivedndeedcded ceccccdececsasena 79.52 1 e 
do do NORE 6e.4rcee a decaie madcelialerecs a aia iad sk al 79.53 "5 
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B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 








Name of the original purchaser. 





do 


do 















do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
Robert J. Walker 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


William Tucker 
do 


ee 


do 
do 
do 
do 


do 


do ‘ 


do . 
do . 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


eeeeeeeeseeeese 


Hugh B. Tally...... 


do is: 
do aie 
do ele 
do os 
do See 


do ae 


Thomas Haralson.. 
Robert J. Walker 


oe 
ee 
ee 


do 


do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


eoeoeeereeereeeee 


eeereeee see eens 


eooreeer ee eeees 


eoerereeer ee eeeesn 


ooereeeeeeeeeees 


eeerere eee eee ee 


eeeet ere ees eeee 


eooeree ees eeee 


ever ee eee eeee 


eeeer eee eee eee 


ever ee eee eens 


eeeeee 


eeee| 


Peter C. Chambliss and I. T. Irish! 


R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard! 


eoeoeoeeneeeoeeee ee} 
ee 


ese reereeee seers! 


| 


coe eee eee res eeen| 
eo eeeeee ee eeeee| 
see eee eeerereeen| 


eevee seeeeeeseee| 


WH iilinens Tamatall, .....02.cveccseec 
tind Tanstall..... areca ae 

do 5 
James W. Lansford 
Thomas G. Ellis.. 


| 
| 


| 
. * | 
Name of the assignee. 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 








ND Ghee eee SNe as Gas eRe ees 


oor e ere eeeereeeet eee eeeeee ees es eevee 


oeoeeeeree eee eee eee ereeeeseeeereeeeeee! 


None 
None coven 
MONG 2 sceces . 


None 
None 
PEE SEN isi eiias koe eo ener wake 

do 


Thomas G. Ellis....... : 
do 
do Seite 
do Pipe oe 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........! 
do a: )  cgentated | 
do | 
do 

Malcolm Gilchrist .... 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do : 
do ca ele 
do 
do 

ee ee arinee 

ee ee eee eee | 

None si 

Iienry T. Irish and Horace Carpenter...... | 

eee 

ee eee ‘ 

Pe Sree oars : 

RMON od Ailes hime Gia nee eRe ea Set 

Horace Carpenter and Henry T. Irish......| 
do do BSA 
do do peewee et 

James P. Parker. .....+. | 
do 
do es wawk 

NE FE OEY oh hae Ses SenKS es ets | 

RE PTS Hib kos bE REE SERED OS 


do 


eevee e rere eee ees| 


eee ete eer esrereseces 
eeeecee 
ry 
ee ee 


eeeeee eeosereereeeeer eee ee eeeeeeees 


eoeoe re eee eee ee ere ee! 


eerste eeeerer eee ee eee eeeees! 


do 
David W. Connelly..... ° 
do 
do 
None 
Henry T. Irish and Horace Carpenter..... 
Thomas G. Ellis... 
John Watt...s.s« 
do 
do ol 
Henry T. Irish and Horace Carpenter...... 
Se ee 
Henry T. Irish and Horace Carpenter..... | 
oe capecihe e EECEE CTE ETE OCT gets 


ee ee ee er 


coer eo error eee eee erases 


eee eeeree eee eee ee eeeee| 


MONE savas 
None 


eoeeeeee eee eee seen 


79. 
61. 
19 
88. 
13 
80. 
65. 
78 
80. 
80. 
80. 
79. 
79. 
5d. 
58, 
70. 
£0. 
81 
79. 


19.2 


80. 
80. 
79. 
79. 
84. 
100, 
69 
a 
ii 
80. 
80. 
79. 
79 
47. 
80 
79, 


80. 


82 
00 


-42 


00 


95 


O4 
00 


30 


O4 
O4 
04 
97 
97 
00 
00 
3D 
46 


26 


52 
52 
99 
99 
82 
82 
90 
28 


90 
.90 


O07 
07 
88 


.88 


87 


.02 


64 
00 








——___., 


Price 
pr acre, 


$ 


51 
1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
2 
2 
6 
3 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


1 
2 
] 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
l 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
] 
] 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 





a 


78 
90 
25 
25 
25 
OF 


49) 


25 


bo bo Or bo DO DO PO HO ND PO PO PO 
a be e+, as m7 a5 o 
OS Sr HF St St St Or Gt Or Or 


ceo 
Gr or 


95 
31 
25 
QT 
55 
25 
25 
35 
95 
35 
25 
95 
25 
25 
25 


























LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 
B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
Name of the original purchaser, | Name of the assignee. 

Bidet J, WA s ioc s «se cane sae pg io, ee ee a ere 
Gn |) eheveueMarevenevens wietesane Me) eee eRe eee ae Saks . 
~~  Dkewendstaece es enirina Maile lnn cu.) ERECT ERC ERC EET 
— £4 4° &“+eseaceknmeeied a rs 
i *#844s4e0e%eue% RONOOE We. COMI, oi se ckeunasdececess 
ee ere We WE, A ek eh AAS S SK eee ees 
Se £§$=;« #&i#%stiveeesesarvas | eae eRe weedaeeaacs 
oe £ «seer eienseees eS ere Te Tee Cee ee 
— +  “~e9kee6sensnees ee ee 
— £ i <n5xeGidseucces pe a ee ren 
a... 4) teen aeew ke Davie Wh. COMMEEI ic cas esse srccneseees 

Samuel W. Sullivan.........e00. Fe re ee tern ar Peer eee ee 
| eee or PN bss ca ne aa RE MADRAS ENE RRE A RK RE 

a ia kat Dawe eae Rehaw keener aw et 

Malcolm Gilchrist........ ere t. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane 

| ond Jul AMOR DONG 2c iccceus cence. 

Benjamin Whitfield and Benjamin 

Rn ree nee | John Lane and John Allen Lane.......... 

Benjamin Whitfield and Benjamin 

AF 1466 RAN Wes eOws do ae geercenwun 

a ey BR as ovcc bc dcanwne ves bE pik seat habe teON a cewehea's <x 
We -)  - KBSSN ERK ks OPE ee eee TT Tere Tee eee 
Se Cr rT Cree PN 6 nS 6A RASA RADTARERRESAD RAS 

WOM SE. Ts v6 ks 06K ac eeaes R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane 

| and John-Allem anes... 0% <0eeieisicaona| 

Robert J. Walker..............., BR. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane,) 

| and doh Allen LOMO... 20.06 ssccseees 

_ ‘seven Kemdesenwal R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
| and Jolin Affem LOG: cc iceccccsacecs 

_ © Saidenenesekeues R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, | 
| end. Jobw- Allon LARGic.sccccacccdcess 

—  Sevevanexdudencs | R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
| ied: Sti ATOM UAMG. sc ccccctecvade’s 

 £  #eiienasiak<nes ' R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, | 
| and Jotm Allen Lam@ss...ccccessceses 

— © Wkeronsescdaeean | R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane,| 
| ond Job Allon Lames... ..csccscces| 

‘bianisesieass | R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
| and Jobn Allen Late: ci acccccdcccces 

do eeecescoeeesees| KR. Jd. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane,} 
and Jolin Aflen Liem so oo occ as ccc ccees 

_ Se rere ere R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane,| 
ond Jobu AMlen LAME. ....cckcsessvess | 

-— ££ avieipewnnacewa R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane,; 
end Jon Allow LanGicsccciciccesecss 

ee... ll Wobanatered aes R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
and John Allow Late... cess cccccivss 

oe 8 »~ Se Sei vedeaeeen R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
aml Jott ATR LAME. si cis ecce veces! 

_—- << sseevarsieuasas R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
and Jobe Alien. LAMGs.. .. Ks cesssecaas 

oe  \seetweniweewess R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
| ame Jol Alley LAMO. 24 26sec ccscces 

do ceceeccecee..e-; R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
| Sh Ds: BO TAN caso ose esas snsun | 

-. | \eiedemivadenvks | R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, | 
| and Joe Allow LeRO ses cccciccs senses | 

a « “\ggekeeaneerees | R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane,| 
| wed Jolt AMOR DOME c cc ccccccssecaes 

— ive Neawauienwa | R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
gel DOR: RON TMM iss ised csicecces 

Tre re rer err R. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard.......... 
—  <scnevawsesakas do 8 6 Ha HS 
. . <-saseussaxwasess do eo wees ees 
eect ee R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
and Jolin Allen LamG....ccssccccscces 

re rere re R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
and Jott AMGR LARC. «6 sscccccceseie. 

—°  Dterescecamads R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
end Jol Allen LGRG ss sc cccdccdeceess 

VOL, VII—05 F 





126. 
96. 
96. 
79. 


80. 
96. 
80. 
00 
20 
.00 


56 


Quantity 
purchased. 
Acres. 


>. 6] 


90 
83 
83 
(3 
00 
83 


18 


. 00 
.00 
00 
.00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


90 


{ 
| 





Price 
| pr acre. 


| 
| 
| 


fe 


Ee ll ell SO cell cor ol eel el al el ee 


bo S bo PO -TbO bb bo PO tO 
OS OO Sr Or Ot G1 Gt G1 Ot 


=) 







































































PUBLIC LANDS. 





B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the original purchaser. 


Robert J. Walker. .....4%. 


do 


do 
do 


do 


Jacob Rice..... 


ceeoeeeree eee eee eee 


Robert J. Walker....... Sea a lets 


do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Thomas G. Ellis 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Robert J. Walker a 


eevee eeer ee ee eee 


seoee ee eee eee eeoes 


oe ee eeeereeeeene 


ceeereee 


eeeeeeeseeee 
eoereeeereee 
eeeeteeseeee 
ee ee 
ee eee ee ee ee eeese 
see eer ewer eeeeeen 


oeeeereeeeteeeeene 


eeeteererene 
ever eererene 





Name of the assignee. | 


R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane, 
ated Jone Alle TAU sx ic sscees needs 
R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lanc 
ee 
R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John Lane 
ard cohn Allen Tie ices ceccsdeses | 
John Lane and John Allen Lane.......... 
do ‘(EER Sy Somer ee 

do do Pe | 

RN. J. Walker, Thomas Barnard, John Lane 
Oh PON AVON TANG iis cscs sucasdew ve 
R. J. Walker, Thomas Barnard, Jolm Lane, 
Oil Pot ANON WAGs 6. oss cneeniwanees 
R. J. Walker, Thomas Barnard, John Lane, 
and John Allen Lane......... ee ee 

~. J. Walker, Thomas Barnard, John Lane, 
end John Allen LARC. icc cs basse cacsss | 


John Lane and John Allen Lane.......6.. 
R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 
None 


Joseph Hough..... Te cre Cet ee oe oS | 
[aCe 1 asin a ecules aie eee eee ptelexads 
do Ses anne ee ee 
do Scho ee ieee a eieue we aisle eee 
do coeceeeccer eevee eces ° eee. 
do oe eS ee he Te ° oo| 
at > - Geren eeeabbernemnoetes cy 
So.”  @iiurveect es eensnekiweuee diel 
do ‘hasnt eeseGeesaseeeral 
do ey Teo eee ere bu Meets 
do 2b ae SOS see oes X Pe i er ta ee OD 
ete, WE ae et oe eons Saees 
do sob. Oe & bib Sw. 6 6 Se OO oe. S oe 
do Lobe eNar ee sebesiteesewecss 
io? ) 06», Meee Ree eesti ares 
do re Che kn aks Seen eee 
do Pei ye weit hee Se ee ee ee ee ee 
do SUinSkk als Oe Ma ee aes 
fo: Selec ks eee ae 
do i i ene Ae hut Wee Wore Ano 
do ~TLrteee so oS eo eee eee eee 
do Os: - 06.64 oS’ 6.45 246 24 0 6 5 * a DD 
do pb das Ree aN a tenieonite ihe 
iy: |... where mated otras 
do ee ee 
do als Ceca. . ii 
do EA Ten eRe tee ee ene 
do TM? Ce ee ee et . 
do Ce be 0 Ob 6 ea See See we Se ° 
id be Sees ACE RRE SRA ee 

| see eee ee eee eT eT ee 
do I es a ata aed ce a ae ty 

Joseph Hough ......... (Wesaeehanhuwaes 
do + Os €0:o > SS SOR @ 0 80 4 BD Be . 
do ones 6 Toe e AS ee le ee . 
do see nes cevew ees 068 5048 6 ss 
do AES RARER se ORR eRe aes 
ao? i <capecettnunene mite 
do est AL ee ee eee eres 
Ms. ° wetiance Be cata is dG dorset eT ae 
do ae pes wee noe 
ie =. Sones ETT Poe : 
do Kb tbe eS ORDERS OS OS OW ORS 
Re ee Be a eae nee re ee 
do (‘Cie EN SEAR CE MSRM 
4 — Hatdesenerenkt oeeresees ex 
Me:  ‘ceriaos re miecn neue kins j 
| SECC err e Te errr ee Paes 

Joseph A. McRaven and Hiram Coffee... ..: 


do 


do es 
None... 


eoreeeereeesr eee er ee eeese 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 











| Price 
| pr acre, 


yO — 


bo Oo 


Drm rm frm rm free fr fed pe fd fet ft fmf fmf fd fs Pal fom fd fm fd fm fd ffm fd hm fom mf med fd fed fel ed fm fm fh fe fd fe fed fmm fd fh fo fl fd feed OS) 


MON g 


Sir or or 


i) | 


- 
~ 


Orci sro 


bo bo WS WS POW LO bO PO tO PO bo bO bO bO bO bo bo 
SoS on Bae ° ; 


Or 











LIST OF 





1834.] 


THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 









———— 


Name of the original purchaser. 





Thomas G. Ellis ........e..0---- 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Robert J. Walker 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do Bisel 
do 
do arate 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Samuel Gwin 
do 
do 

Robert H. 
do 
do 
do 

Miles Knowlton 

a ae re 
do en 
do . 
do : 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

Revert FH. Sterling. ..6. 262.0020 

Robert J. Walker 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
William Dempsey .... 
Samuel McJankin. 
Robert J. Walker.......- 

do ious 


ee 
eeoereeeeeseeerees 
eo eee er oe ee eeere 
ee 
0.6 6 Ow 6 Sa eo 8 6 6 Oe 
Ce 
Ce 
ee | 
ey 
ee 
eee e eee er eee eee 
eee e errs sees ee 
eee ee srer eres eee 
| 
ee 
eee ee eee rere ne 
eee ee ee errr sne 
eee ee eee eeseee 
eee ewer ee ee eee 
eee eee e reer ene 
eee ee eee eerees 
eee eee e ee eeees 
eevee eeeres 
ena ce6 6 0 68 © 6.6 
eoer eres vens 

eee ewer se eeeens 

i 46 6 6 OOO O66) @) 6 0 

er 

ee | 

ee 
eee errr reese ee ee eee 
eee ee oer eer ee eerees 


~ ee ewer e ener ee ee eee 


oeeeeeoer ee ee ees 
eeceeeror ee eeeee 
eee eowr ee eerees 


oeceveerereeee ees 
eoeoeoeuneeeeeeee 


ee 
oor e eee eee eee ees 
SCHECCR CONC OC O46 6 6 
eo eee ee eee ees ene 
eee rceeerereeerees 
ee ee 
eo eet er eer ee eeeee 
eee etree eee eee eee 
ooo eee eer ee eaeee 


ee 
ecw et eres eeee 
) 
eeoeerereeerere 
Cr ee 
ereee 
ee 
ee ee 
oe eee eee oer ene 


ee) 
eevee 
ee 
eoeeeee 
eee reese s se eee 
eeeeee 


eevee reen, 








B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the assignee. 


bee ee ee eee 

AL” seeveaweegadawes canoes | 
Joseph Hough 
Joseph A. McRaven and Hiram Coffee..... 
Robert Dixon 


eee eo eor ee eee eee ee eee eee eee, 


R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ | 
do do eceereee | 
do do Saye seieiar eric) 

Joseph Hough .......... ee ee ea 
do SUR eDIe Fa ce atve ys alae e's haere 
OM GD, ol Ps tarscneiornl tse dsr PEER SRC ee | 

he ee ee re | 

Robt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard........ 
do GON pai waw | 
do —  weiiineee 
do i 8 4 “«piewede | 
do ei 8 ean 
do Tre TT | 

ame: Th, DORROs bo cide das ee sew idncs | 

Joseph A. McRaven and Hiram Coffee..... | 

Maloolen GHCAME 5. cok ciseswes sone os | 

Robt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard........ | 
do GO = ereterereleiSrs 
do do ecevccecon | 
do GQ j§§ sem eres 

NE SN Gd ec akeewahenKonsaueeal 

DT RE bis aon sinned savsaes | 

Robt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard........ | 
do oo &  - = §§ sbeewanr | 
do GOs  - weaaeveras | 
do QOP BieeiSenenera | 

Me tis a a te oe mtr ho a ate lem a ay a iden ee | 

a eee ee Ce ee eee ee | 

Toe rt i eG E a awake Sen eee 

ee ee ee Tee eee eet Pee ere 

INOW TE Ole enor route rsa tates ilevaene's er eiaie aL Orel Sever more 

INE ictal raisers Aa Shek ix as taien bfolig se ace er aie elon’ 

NO. bin SERA ARRRR ESS Te rere ye Teer ee Ty | 

OUST TT SUR oe ia cdis sev see eawes ee | 

Ce ee eee ree eee 
CRORE INNS Uae a tertepictas ex at anhcoerias a: 5) onsvereusser | 

Sees Li TAO, Wivin six eines enaeans af 

er | 

Joseph Hough .....cccccccccrcccsccccece | 

MUIR) FUVADS INGTON EMER vaso o, icra cds o/n Sere arene Siece 6% | 

Joseph Hough 24. cass csccsccscevcvecses | 
ROME We. Rees eee rata atlat renee ace. ch she laneter sien | 

James A. Gitaelt, Ffics 0c cacwcsevcess ns] 
Cm re OR ecettee eee econ claieveretence | 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ | 
do e060 t”ti“‘(“‘«‘é ee | 
do “On se wieisaters 

Nonenmcakscc. i icitan tance oh Ged Gi eR a olla Ole. a wees | 

re eT eer ee rere rer er eee a | 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ | 

Peter C. Chambliss...... (hiker vacntees 

wt DI iid e end sede eecewns ss 
en Sea as eeaw hans a Woe ‘ 

Mrbeet Ti. Peet sss ise vic sccas wane cs | 

Thomas Kirkman........ KM bie eked 
(001 ee OE RRR rte amen ener tr te eeaaes 

William R. Campbell and Joseph Hough .. 

R. J. Walker and Thomas Barnard........ 
do . —.  <aseexan 


William R. Campbell and Joseph Hough .. 
do do i 


er edie arian Ss em naceear yas 3 
be ee siaiats atari aap anid GO eee 
ES cisco one Neuus dee hawenues ce 
John Lane and John A. Lane ............ 





Re Rs hi 6 RAC sks reer dscconees 


435 





| 
| 














Quantity Price 
purchased. | pr acre. 
Acres. 
320.00 | $1 25 
229.18 | 1% 
80.00 | 1 25 
154.62 | 125 
160.56 | 1 25 
320.16 | 125 
320.24 | 1 25 
80.06 | 1 25 
80.00 | 1 25 
80.00 | 1 2 
80.00 | 1 25 
239.43 | 1 25 
112.30 | 1 25 
227.98 | 1 25 
109.04 | 1 25 
103.02 | 1 2% 
105.36 | 1 25 
107.36 | 1 25 
79.61 | 1 25 
30.00 | 25 
80.00 | 1 25 
301.93 | 1 25 
480.00 1 25 
190.66 } 2 
160.00 1 25 
319.12 1 25 
239.34 1 25 
240.18 1 25 
16h:28 || 1 95 
80.04 | 2 75 
160.08 | 3 00 
239.43 | 1 25 
461.30 | 1 25 
159.94 | 1 25 
55.50 | 5 00 
COS52 > || 1 3k 
79.97 | 1 25 
79.97 | 2 Ol 
156.96 | 1 25 
164.62 | 125 
207.02 | 1 25 
323.98 | 1 25 
79.90 | 1 25 
160.00 | 1 25 
639.72 | 1 25 
320.00 1 25 
320.00 1 25 
263.48 1 25 
8.12 E 35 
97.52 1 25 
440.04 1 25 
79.87 1 25 
309.61 | 1 25 
417.87 | 125 
332.05 | 1 25 
212.14 1 25 
79.70 1 25 
159.80 1 25 
159.84 i 2s 
159.44 1 25 
79.89 es 
80.00 1 25 
160.26 1 25 
318.15 1] 25 
320.00 1 95 
80.00 1 25 
320.80 1 25 
159.80 1 25 
163.98 1 25 
78.95 1 37 
80.06 1 43 
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PUBLIC LANDS 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold.—Continued. 


Name of the original purchaser. 





Robert J. Walker ....ccccsess 


do ebeesunebekes 
do epee oe 
do nee eh esos 
do PREC ee eee ee sis 
do 668s © ee ee 


do ieee Seeicaead 
do Lkah bese oaews 


do ieaosleie e Reieeee 


do eee eee ete 
do 26 6 26.6666 6246 6 s 
do Se ee eee 
do S68 5.259. 6 6 6 oO 2% 
do Trepp tiee et Ye | 
do yee ew 
Thomas G. ENDED OETA 
do eee e Sue ces a 


po ere 
Rob’t J. Walker and John A. Lane 
do do 
do do 
Malcolm Gilchrist. .......ccccces! 
a 
do See ee ee ee 
Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
do do 
do do 
do do 
ot eee re eee rere eee 
do Mb eibe ems pemeeeks 
PUG cree kb sabe baa e's 
ent A> SHOE 6 kas ok ds 66K x o5% 


a SMe iebe Ss 
do Se eae tees a 
ee eae 
do Pe eete oe ee kk 


John T. issisiiciiadl ER oe Rae Ne 
James A. Girault..... pepasats 
Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
do do 
do do 
R. W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver 
ao do 
do do 
pe SS 
ee | 
do PE ee Sora ee 
do ee ee ee rr ry 
Willis Green.......... 
ee en 
ee | | 
PO FOIONS 650k vised ins ran 
do Soe eee aoe 
Bpuraim Hoover... .....00ssse0s 
i a rr 
ee 
do ere 
Ephraim Hoover. 
Thomas G. Hixon. errr iPpaaeaws 
Jolin Smith and Titus Howatd. ae 
John se  peaeata 
RO VOOM 00 oc csccssccscee| 
Augustus 5, Campbell. . 
Peter C. Chambliss ............. 
do hakeeeweaee 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. 
og eee eee Tee ee 
— Ss. Campbell. eesccessos| 
Charles Miles Aeebisteenckeral 
PO PPO ivuesdccsavcescal 


Name of the assignee. 


NONE cau tuw COCC CoE E LCC oLEo ELEC oO COLO 


Sea ae ne te ae eR 


NONCs63.500% se 


R. J. Walker aul Wesin B: cena’, oa 
do do oe i Se ee 
do do Dis deastauaiess 


do do 
do do 


Wy I CR i wesc eeaw ss sss Teer 
John Lane and John A, Lane ............ 
William R. Campbell and Joseph Hough .. 


Pe eG ae Lk rid win kate ea nia « 
do wee 

R. J. Walker wid’ "nn Barnard... 

Hiram G. Runnelie ........... errr 


R. J. Walker and Thomas Sarnntd, i hapaecates 


do do (kk eceree 


DN Gl ei eel teins ewe Rawk WAR eee oy 


a i eae aids wikn ule ours Men dw es 


NORG <s6ese% 


PE eS iiah naw ie weed aewwewGee@kess 


eooeree etree ere eer Pe eeeesreereons 


ei abide a atkins ia Bis uae ale geal baie Wik 


ee Ten ee eT a NE Re errr 
NS Sb ea eee kegs yee Gie sie d 
PU GBTR osteo is otic Lads oes 4 6s eevee eceesee 


i a ig a 
SEE We , SEE is sine a wane uw 00064568 


PN POO eh ee Segue aN webb ee ers 


John R. Foy. ° 


eoeoeeree ee eee sees eres eos eee 


do sbeldevateieeatioks ai SIs SCRA 


PS deine ins ware kde eke & ae 


NOME iss ss ih Skew asoes as ee sen Aieisiewipiemis 
Dine be bh chk 56 06S GO E ERE RRR ES OS 
NONE: <...0<.2 Se Te ee eee 
BE red cmeudewine ca DekG hs CAREERS ES 
NORE s<:500:6% Miho he Geek ShowRES Sy Deets 
Rees ene Tb REK ER RECNEOD KARR ES 


DE Sie oe hehe ds elke ada S OSS SK 


None .. 


None..... ee eee ere ee eee 
NE i ged ia KS eCERDEVS NRE SURREAL A RE 
OD hie say Fie wees OH bad OWES CKRa 
EE Lee Eee Lee are ere EN 
De sich hee ahawss «ahaa eaew SRC 
PE Gis iteh ee eGo eee Gk cRNA SS Eee 
NE kbs RARE SARE ARERR RATER RS 
NiQUE Aen cikck nas oo hee es SE eee eo 
300th Walone. PO TO Tey re ene ee 


NONC seve cece cece cee eee seer e cer eeeeene 


a al ee ed | 
MONE Gis Aes hhe ca oo Suse CA eee 
Lids ace Neko Wy CR REOS ARE ROX 
MUNDAS srs Gols eae eis eile oak Ws WS ewes 
PO cindy chase ied k Noe hoe SO ee RRS 
Nissan ce bes G wares eecee Ce ee ee er 
Kh dda be Kah GERM ORM ASs + < aw RS 
MONE aie ice eae s hose Shee wee 
EN 62s ec didihies wh bees kk ew aw bk Obeeawel 
RC Lea ee peewee Che kee es OOeR eS 


ih EEE OEE CL CRETE Eee 


SE Chee oe eredw se ccade GSoC 
RS 5 A Fah ChEeRE Wee 


SS ees Sb s ARMS ASR 


NE ce Ai wo a NS OS ee Ba a bla ted 


INE sou teak ae era ie ti ete rate rd ut 


eee 
aka e hein cea obiKiae 4% 
Pe NB iit osed sabe exkoweewees 


oeeeeereeeeereee 


eeeeeeeee 


eoeeetees 


eooeeeeereseeereee! 


! 
| 
| 


Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


| £0.00 
80.98 
80.29 
78.36 
| 150.55 
148.71 
495,22 
230.63 
160.00 
319.80 
160.00 
181.73 
76.00 
168.93 
240.24 
79.49 
79.61 
78.89 
79.51 
163.84 
80.85 
37.00 
80.35 
159.84 
79.78 
79.92 
160.70 
79.92 
160.23 
40.15 
79.78 
79.88 
159.93 
84.93 
80.52 
$0.63 
79.58 
79.58 
88.21 
88.21 
88.21 
87.73 
175.71 
175.71 
39.74 
80.42 
40.21 
40.09 
39.57 
42.39 
79.95 
41.43 
41.43 
4().22 
948.58 
41.43 
40,50 
40.82 
41.38 
79.95 
39.99 
41.25 
258.50 
894.15 
79.92 


87.53 
87.97 
88.47 
259.83 
161.01 


[No. 1263. 


a 


i tsa 


Price 


| pr acre, 





em fh fm fm fh fed fe fd pd fod fed 


— 


i ne el 


a et 


dei edad aed lhe eto alulelolal tok ee 


mt peed eed pet pd 


26 
25 
40 


51 
25 
25 
25 
OR 


25 
25 


25 
25 


25 
25 
25 
26 
30 
90 
27 
25 
39 
25 
25 
25 
25 


25 


5) 


bo bo bO 
ur 


B) 


~ 
~ 


bo bo & 
og= 


DO bO bO bO LO 
Or Or Or Gr Or 


























David Lloyd 
David Williamson 
do 
David W. Connelly 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do Netcare 
do 
do 
do 
John G. Freeman 
William Cargill 
do 
John Lane and John A. Lane..... 
MN ction chew eK KS 
John Lane and John A. Lane..... 
Nicholas Gray ..... 
do a 
do 
do 
Andrew R. Govan 
William M. Beal.......... ‘ 
Kelsay H. Douglass... ........... 
William M. Beal 
do 
do 
do 


eoeeereereeeeees 


eooereee 


coe eer ee eres 


oe ee ere eee ees 


of ee ere ew eeees 


oor eer ee eee es 


Cs 


oe ee eer eee ees 


eee erereeoe 


Ce 


eee ee ereret eserves 


coe eee eer eevee es 


Robert J. Walker and Thos. Barnard! 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
do 
do 
do 
do 


do 
James A, 
do 
do | 
John C. McLemore and George W.) 
Martin 
David W. Connelly 
Augustus 5. Campbell 
do 
Daniel Harkins........ inne whee 
Pe ee rae 
do 
pe 
Burton Marchbanks............. 
do 
Henry Loggins..... 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M. 
Driver 
Richard W. Anderson 
Driver 
John S. Rhe: 
Matthew Clanton 
Jeremiah Horne 
Anieorgon ©. Smiths ic. cccccsccee 
do > . 
UO atetder vere eres ercobsahs 
John M. Evans..... 
do 
—  xaxcus (eee 
do ere T Tye ee 
Semmes Trotter... cckcvcess 
Samuel H. Ford......... 


Girault 


eoeer ere ee ee eee ee 


ot ee eee eer eee 


eoonveeeeeeresn 


oeeeee eee eer eone 


and Eli M. 


eeoeeeereeer eee 


LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 








B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





Name of the assignee. 





None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


eeeeene 


None 
None 


NODC )..68.6-6 


NONG:. iis 


None 


JNODG. cc4. claves 


oe ee eee ereereeee ee eseesne 


eeeeee 


eoeewr eee ee ese Pee eereeeer ee ese eee reese 
eee wer eer eer ee eee ee eeeeeeeeeseeeeeene 
eee reer eee eesr esr e eee e ese eeeseeesese 


eeeereenen 


eeoereeeeeeeees 


eoeereeeeeee 


eeoeeer ee er eee 


eeeereeseeeesn 


COUGe A, DIRS ovis vow ridcvesedcas ea 


do 


John Watt.. 


None... 
NOMIC. é.e56 
NORC ai: 


Os: SaaKees 


ROME sss a 
WOME .4044 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None .«.. 
None 


eoereeeeeereeees 


eeeeee 


eeoeeerer eer ee eoe ee eee eee ee eeeee 


eevee eeeeene 


eoeeeer eee eee eee eee ee eee eeseeseeeene 


eeoeeceeseeeseee 


R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, R. W. An- 


derson and Eli M. Driver. 


INOTIC® <t02e0rs 
None 


None ss. 


None 
None 
None 
NONE aren 
None... 
None 


None 


William L. Bobbitt 


None... 


None 
None eee 
None 


IN@IO Ys Sisto secs 
INGTOH Os eles 


Ome s+ 0« 


Joseph A. McRaven an 


do 
do 
do 
None 


i 


, ee 


Joseph A. Young .......... 


eeeereeee 


d Hiram Coffee..... | 


ceoeoeereo eer eee 


eo eoeee ee eer eee seer eeee ee eeeeeesee 


eee eeoer ere eeeee 


ee erere eee ens 
ee 
ee 
eCoeoeeccceecece! 
eeeeeee 
ee eee seer ens 
ee eee essere ens 
ee eee eres eee 


eereee 


coe ere errr ee ere sere eee eseeees| 


eeeeereeeeever 
coe eee eer eee 





Quantity 
purchased, 
Acres. 


39. 
80. 
240. 
85. 


$5 


79 


80 


- 
te 


79 


87 


nd) $3. 
vi) a 
my 
.00 


89 
27 


81 
54 


54 
9.66 
87. 
82. 
80. 
158. 
160. 
89. 
165. 
159. 
44 
160. 
635. 
aie 
160. 
79. 
79. 
80. 
158. 


95 
51 
63 
84 
06 
19 
02 
25 
37 
08 
50 
54 
35 
92 
08 
49 


24 
19.8 
88. 


06 
14 


96 
80. 
87. 
.56 
99. 
138. 
87. 
7.88 
.88 
. 90 
.92 


02 


96 
00 


56 


.08 


27 


son 
69 
OT 
80 


80 


.02 
- 80 
41 
.65 


2.13 


93 
3.00 
00 
.49 
14 


} 


Price 





pr acre. 


> 


eee eel eel cel el eel ee oe ee 


. 
cel tel el ce ee Oe ee ee ne ee 


iia 


— ll ell eel coll eel SO 


al cell eel oll eel oe ee 


25 


bo 
or 


25 
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as 


bo bO bo bo be Oto to 
POU Or Ot Or Sr Gt Gr Gt Gt St 


ror a ug 


bo bo bo bo DO bo bo bo bo bo bo dO bo PO PbO 
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Or Or Or Or Or Ot Or Or ¢ 


bo 


00 


bo to 
Oro 


bo bo bo bo bho 
Oro or org 


bo bt bo bo bo 
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oS 
Io oror or or 


25 


bo 
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25 
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Sooogggn 
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B.—Statement of the i ean ites land sold—Continued, 


Name of the assignee. | Quantity Price 
purchased, | pr acre. 

| Acres, | 

{ 





Name of the original purchaser. 


Pee ae. FO oo kiss esadces cas | DD CORE EE CUS heehee ee eO as — 80.00 | 8] 25 
Te PION ioc ara PO cca Koei ie | L6G Pivawke been obs iee ee VA Uew Reed dc 17.00 | 
None... ace : 
NONE eiwas MurLanewaewsew heer dneaueen wa 88.00 
NONGchseex Sr or er ee 80.03 
MONG iss 


ON i aa a hil i ec sic ae 39.34 | 


do [pane eeue eeaee ae 

NO. tseeeeces Sees bas ee 

Mb, aueebe sown cee 

Bige bce sesh wees eae sts 
William Gwin.... 
lewis Ti. Rawadale.... 222.0606 laa CE EEO EEC TTP CTT toe 
Timothy Bloodworth. None .... 
Joseph B. Glenn. .........ee00.. None MRE was Kav wae Pee CEL eee : 
if Ninian E. Powers....... Peewee NON€ ....seeeeceees a wae Liwenenenens 38.70 
1 | eS eee al ET ENR cbwasareKuee ws pameras 40.07 | 
iit John H. Tabb. PR len I a Bac a eile wus yi ee 42.62 | 


























NiaewAG ib: POWYS. oos0%0%0%.00%00 PEASE. GD 0 CRM A Rat ner are eareee ee ee ee 80.36 | 25 

iH ree cec geal SO NESS SAARC CONeN Saw eeekawees 79.98 51 
| ak ee kate pee ad Awa e ewe T9.20- | 25 
Burton Marchbank........... Oe ores eee TT ee ee ee ere eee 74.97 | 25 
a es OR i pe ei cna teh Oneeued 10.33 | 25 

do Sihie oeie se sate ioin oie eatamiie hh kk beak Sows 15.33 95 

Burton aiblank. CEP EAE CUNT SRE Sia RR chews heeenkeaes 75.3: 25 


rs ie! See ee ee ee 
Samuel D. Harland. ...........-.! UR Sint ha alee Cais eg wie wie 
Nathaniel Vinson...............| None.. 


os 
> 
os 


eevee ereeee eer seeeeeeeeeeeereeeseens + 





9 
Ws aN HOINAUEA) «:c.oo:s s\o 6 4s wee ob ewes PN So eee ek elie Fe ee ne 115.95 95 
Gibson.... BORE i ib KDK Raa KOE OO 78.27 | 25 


iB Felix F. o. : 
A A ee ee 


-T 
CL 
o 


William H. Sims... 


eevee e eee ee ee eeesrene 





do REE S AER AE GE Ld AGS ROSA ARR See RKe ESE OT 234.6 
do ee ere! te ee ee nee ere er eee ey eer 166.3 95 


Cl He HD -I 


eee 


KL 
agai (ile 
bo ce 


( Seser er cee eee! 










ee ce eee ereeeeee 


Kelsy Hi. Douriaes. . eels Sian 


None. 


eevee 


eeoeeoereeee ee ee eee 


errr er cece ee! NONG s64.06 seeee : ceeeee eocee! 0 25 

f|| do SeebeSR ed ae we OEE cawa os ‘AAO E RS AEM E OS cans 79.96 25 
a Migs ace une De kn SMEs al cada ik gi aGih awe waa Ke MSeseseul 78.80 25 
| William Minter.......... ieeikics |) EP cies paiinn ay ce wane inner eney an eat 39.96 25 
HB ; do Dube he Oe 6 mice sig 2 Be reer re me re en 79.99 25 
John Jones.. he ache bi tokio pies 'es bo ie pie a nn evel elena te ileits 80.00 25 


158.17 
























Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard] W illiam M. Beal. (ears wee 160.70 25 

do do Mines seas ease Cx OA ee eae 80.40 25 
eg eer Leo eaeenad DRE 5 5iy\0)s 6064s ow nw ss aws.d ose eee snes 19.75 25 
are We Aer Biel Bd. Weeree) NONE 6 sddcak oo 0409-4005 00 00 enseedees 19.75 25 

do do ME idiadesdeaweeneaw Hee UN PeREREYS 79.69 25 
Jno. Lane and Jno. A. Lane......} None ........46- ee Ee et Teer ee 19.97 25 
Malcolm Gilehrist. .......60sec08s | one ee ay &0.45 25 
Peter C. Chambliss. .....ss<sess! Ue ao oo bee eo ee ee Soleus | Soci | 95 


$0.68 





PEON: oes scasoweees x 


John G. 


ae re 
= FPS Se eee _ 


i do on enor pee Ste | Se ONC 6 es SiShoiis wie Gin Seiees eee wie | 80.60 
Noy ceacr eek re WRC Ooea eck ene ae oue a ani a ee eek at 80.60 25 
Jgomn A. Lane. ..ss.0- RS ee EAs Kc cee whe Vee aee rT Cree 79.63 25 


N 

N 

N ; 
DN Ae piwieae Shela Wisie Se ORIGINS SARS oR 
x 

Nv 

N 

N 


80.19 
S0.08 | 


> 


IMORe: s« 7.96 
Thomas Barnard and Dabney . 
None ..: ieGwsGeicme 80.04 | 
None .s:<: <wseien cess eee awh ee | 226.05 | 
Kelsey H. " Dourluss eer eee ee mr | 15.35 | 
None aieaeet 321.70 


R. W. Anderson and Eli M. Ditver 
Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
Adnarer MUBK. 64cc.666e<eeasc4 0% : 
Henry T. Irish and H. Carpenter... 
Henry T. Irish. er ea ees 
George A. Sykes..... ee 
; Sam’l Gustine, Jno. B. ‘Pey ton, and| 
Levin R. Marshall... ree 
James Stuart. 
Candy Harland......... 
Sam’l Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and) 
Levin R. Marshall. eens BE Sie eae RAE WS ARS TS hOS SHE 166.34 | 
Rob’t J. Walker and Tos. Dasunsl SS ceeReddienaw cea nnced Ese eum ewer 160.20 | 
do do | None... Teer OT eT eer TT eT Ce T Cee 161.59 | 
kKelsy H. Douglass... ee ee Ke TrereTry 297.74 | 

| 

| 


eevee eee 


Re 












eee etree ere eee ee ee ee eeene 


ee 
ee ee eee ee re eT ee eee ree 82.96 | 1 25 
160.05 | 1 25 
02 | 1 25 


NONE asus ones aaieta nein SURES esc Nabe io Bie 


None . 


| 

| 

| 

ee ee ee es ee] 
{ 

Seb ees eel 

| 


25 


Malcolm Gilchrist.........00...-| 
iH Rob’t J. Walker and Thos. Barnard| NN DCSE UEE Ga haden bce k obese bEeeR CER aes 314.33 
do do William Hi. Bitlis. ....0scees widens ete 157.85 
do do 162.08 | 
do do 356.36 | 
R. W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver 
Alvarez Fisk. 
J.C. McLemore and Geo. W. Martin 
Peter C. Chambliss...... 


ne 
eee 
eee ee ee “peda 
Pc ctebewakGccdekscw ans weer Ce owes 80.04 
oe (ieee mks (ntheknbaeawe 80.57 


Se ei a en wits bok a ROE S 82.96 


eeoeeereeee ee ee ee eeeeeseeeeeeen 


eeeerreee eee ree eeeee 


ee eeereeree er eeeeee 


ell ell eel ell one oo ee ne 
t wrt t 






























LIST OF 





THE PURCHAS 








ERS 


OF LAND. 





B.—Statement of the sain id land sold—Continued, 


Name of the original purchaser. 


— 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Henry T. Irish and H. Carpenter. . 


Anderson and Eli M. Driver 
do do 
John Myers... ccs csccosccssoecs 


Rk. W. 


John ©. MeLemore. «os ccccees ss! 


Magee COVE. s oe 6 oe a weeensess 


eS ee 

do ioueneianc. Sala wieielavenel| 
Se: BOONE <0 66405 464 6 eax va! 
Witte Motoall o. cise cies access! 
Mary Duke...... errceTr rT Cr sy 


BT A SETTER TRE 

ao coe ere ee ee ee seo eeeee 
Samuel M. Carothers...........2. 
eso See ee ee ee 
Pocariah OreWUrn <2 .sien secs 
Jacob King 
co) Sf 
Williams BM. Beale «oni case wsasin 


ee ee eee e ee er eee ere ee 


aGatina aes ONES <o taveiie orale acecacevesenanste devel 


R. W. 
Stephen Mathews.......seeeeeee 
Henry LOggiMs ... 05s cescecess 


Anderson and Eli M. Driver| 


Richard Mekridee 2.52. 000 608005) 


do PEIN Rata nana 
Pend Os WOVE seca cca di@aciees ie 
Weiter: DAPNOSs. 66.426 o.6.s x64 o18.0 5 


George A, Sykes. ..cse0..sseessl 


do sta tenevexataeimaarekere 
do srehateGoevateile ec skevate rss 
do Pr Er 
do Aesels (abers ee aie ein 
do rere ee) ee ee ee 
do aialaietaveussavieloleie toler 
do Cee nee ee ee 


Green: Crow Weres.<.cx 26s 010 000.6 Ge 


do Steve deteseeavereetiareieces| 


do LASS eee ewe 


John T. Huston. eee te And cave ey at eed 


Green Crowder.. 


be POE Ae 
do suelelens eter a rcinke oheiee el 


James Bi Crowder <.%. « es c<0ce< 


do Prev aNOE ei aloreneiee ots 
do Oe eb Kb WOLE b aelw ane 
do See ele oe oe a 668 6 
do SE Ce eT 


Green Crowder 
James: CrowGer wens <ecsss eos 
Rob. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 
do d ) 
do do 
do do 
do do 
Et, TINE oad aew one ok cae 


do Lue aReeS cds ponevers aueue ats 


If. T. Irish and H. Carpenter .....| 


do do +e wale) 


do do ce eees 
R. W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver 
PUES Sh, WORUEE 6 isk seas cccees 

do Oe Ae ISIE 
Allen Noone sincccan nc cicus 
SD er er eee 
Ss NO 6 5. 5S ecxdw ewes 
W iti ARGOTOOR «occ aces cccwce 
i a are 
"scee, woh ortttbe iad, LECCE ORCL 
T. Kirkman and J. L. D. Smith... 

do do mice 
POE TE, TORY. vcisccccscavees 


None 


None 24 cc ‘ 


Name of 


the assig 





None ss 
None Fa 
None... 
None... 
None.. 
None .. 
None .. 
None ee 


None... 
None.. 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
Allen 
None 


None. 


Gattis 
None exe) ogee 
Richard Eskridge 
PN as kako 
None.. 
None ee 
None.. 
None .. 
None.. 


. 


None... 
Benj. M. Bradford 
None... 
None eae 


None 
None 
None 
None 


None . 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None. 


None 


None . 


None 


None. 


None 
None 


None . 
None. 


None 
None 


None. 


None 
None 
None 


Benjam 


INGE .< 


None 


None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 
None 


None... 


None. 


eeeee 


eeee 


eeeee 
eeeee 
eevee 
eeeee 
coeeee 
eoeeee 
eoeeee 
eoeeee 
eeeee 
eeeee 
eee 
eoeee 
eeeee 
eeere 
eeeee 
eeeere 
eeeeer 
eevee 
eeeee 
eoeeee 
a 
eoeeee 
eeeee 
eevee 
eeee 


in M. 


Bradford..... 


nec. | 


eoeeereees ee 
eeeee eeeee 
. oot eeeeee 


eoocereeceeoer eevee] 





Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 


9292 


he es & 


39 


156.36 


80 


3D! 
665. 


"QO 


ob 
-03 
89 
20 


19.90 


19: 


NM aT -Te 


— -T-+T SD 


bamt bet CHD 
nS OO SS 
= mt a! 


) 


ee a 
or 
inn) 


ri? 


93 
90 
Oe 
~93 
tity 
7a0 
32 


2.62 
. 00 


kG 
~96 
02 


9.90 
9.90 


.32 
30 
.26 
.26 
.26 
72 
. 02 
Loo 
.02 
.30 
44 


96 
19 


96 


| Price 
pr acre. 


$1 


lll aeeallll sell aol col eel ee 


Dm et et et et et et et et et et ett et et et et et et DDO Ot 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
95 
25 
25 
25 
25 
35 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
00 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


25 
25 
25 
25 
Yd 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
00 
25 


29 
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B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 





Name of the original purchaser. 


. 


T. Kirkman and J. L. D. Smith... 


Thomas Karkman «......2.<0.s. | 


Joseph L. D. Smith....... rg see 
Abe sees cr aee BIR EIS 





THOMAR BAVEINAN: 5..< co 0c5.60050s | 
T. Kirkman and J. L. D. Smith.. | 
Allon Walker .......... peeves | 
John B. Wood. FOU De rere 


do (eeeviscaveciventnl 
Sebine TAWPCNCE 6 i ncsccccccseses| 
=e | 

PUES THMIIOOE os ecc senses kewet 
| 


Benjamin M. Bradford....... eT 
Pern OE SOMES oka vnceeeds sss | 
DM ODINGON conse u sown wae sxc 
ReGE NAN MAAS os.6 sone. ws seis awe es: 
Joseph Collins...... er ee | 
Thacker W. Winter........ nue 
do Miecatenwnebet 

SONG CA ANIME cise skd oeowiscuce's 
| 
William H. Sims...... re ee 

do ee ee ‘ 

Robt. J. Walker ond’ Thos. Dareard 
oe ae rere. 
David W. Connelly 22.2606 60005.| 
AV AAI DtONEs 6. 2s 0.2 ss0:6005 Seen 
Mee Terre rrr eee 
SP POND Aba see scsevceaenel 
EM 5 A ee eee ee 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M.| 
| OT eet errr are | 
Joseph Nations........cceseeese| 
ee ee ee | 








do eT ee eee 


Joseph Nations......... jvouncee| 


do ieee ORES! 
David W. Connelly. ST a Oe 
do Orr eT Te Tey 


WOWErs BSCIBNA.......<. 60.2504 55005 | 
John W. McLemore..... SeGiasiel 
do ic eibiewae need 
Gabriel B. Ragsdale. eae 
Thos. Barnard and Robt. . Ww alker| 
do do | 
do do | 
Henry 'T. Irish and Horace C ar-) 
penter ose eeee Rr ee Sree re 
Lewi is D. Ch: vastlina, ey rere | 
tobt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard) 
edocs, Mead jo TERE | 
Henry T. Irish and Horace Car- 
penter .......... 55s ele 9 \e)n1 wie ‘if 
Joseph Collins......... ee eee 
CI PENA 6 Kk bi 06 0 K450 0853 
do Se ee ee eer | 
Henry T. Irish and Horace C: ur: 
penter .....ceeee.--- cee ereee| 
Peter C. Chambliss...... ae SNe 
gonna. Crowder... «<4 .<k<ssiesss 
gasees B, Crowder ....66<s6c00%. 
do re ee ee oseesl 
= °° £°»x“nioe (enn Renin | 
Ee NNN cece cccs cvs coveeiel 
8 ere 
Robt. J. Walker and Thos. heveard 

do do 

do do 
Thacker W .. Winter ..00sciccce 
PT COONS 8 nc ccd snsas sc idaes 
do epee Ce RKe RS 
Robt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 











Name of the assignee. 


MONG tok woe ene eRES he Suns 


MONRis ooo Seadestaess 


NONC 2225.08 jew a Rw se ae 
Ot tie eewdkase eae ee wen 
PR tee Batis. bees és ee 
ee Te ee Te oe . 
ee Or eee ° 
OME s4.<u% erste tous Gaile wie a eine 
RN So viteenaeees Smicae ee 


Ie aa ewe steeee 
PUNOMANE eats shi chiens ate 


None. Bs Bees atic ot 





Benjamin. M. Bradford . eee ere ree 
NS 5.4 Cees eweEewwese een’ slate mata ke 
Ee ae ee ee SA re ee 
ee ee ee SNe Se ee SRT 
PN Sse vaneucibdade ener ee eens ennee 
ON ee ee ts alin a Bias Weteeteke sie le his teiey 
ee Dea ete aa x ke . Sane was 
NE Oe Ee Rave a 
None ..... OE ee A RE RR bie talevclete 
a ey ee ee JeERioee ‘ eave 
re a essere SNe eusie hearers ee 

ee ee ere Game aie aint 
i ESCO Te meee hee RRL aWedixkie 
None... Tee een Ree ee 


HT. Irish, H. Carpenter, and D. W. "-Connelly' 


do do 


do 


NS 6 Grutor bewcans icaneaces = cies 
Neca ke pulse sie iaie reiki c 
DE ccs es ange eead wk b ewe ee Sin fee tte ts 
DO Seniesa oc Divan oe eam ee eee Bish es 
Ue fanaa Se eT ee ee bs re 
ee Pee Te ere bke eens eens 
IS aici als 6 ee wea ual athias 5% are 

NE peed ces cea ee ARR ee 
I re eee Te Py are ks See es 
i punt ceeces Seater Seles a Saks Gaeee 
OE chinwekewain wks yr ee ee ee ; 

PTC eT rE Tee Raw inks 
NE chee LSC ee eRe siatevsnsile 
re icwak ahaa tee’ poeeiees 
ON i picndccan nex err ke Goa lintels 
NONE oi 2016 Sian re ais 

Ee PET EOE Tee Te eres te 
NADIA Sie ors ase Selec Sane ee Shs Peay ae 
ere site chante Kk eee desley tatitivr — 
Pe ictvncdk bvees seems eon EN Lies eeb ees 
Ce citainank en : iwc herr 


Howell itiot., Se ee (Susie 
NNGINE BSE ices Se hE To we SESS ciao EATS 


INGE aaibulesicwick-oeee oe 


GRE scowls ans Erne 5 


TMIONE catenin ne ueine ee eel sortase ee 
Ransom D. Crowder .........+:. evi ‘ 
do ee eT te ee Se a 
do be aR buses ee eis eo aie 
Pee eS eee Pree Reba ee 
carck dss keene ak ON ee ey eee 
LEO eee ee Tere aie UR Eee ESE ee eens 
in CEREA SR CURE ES CEES RHEE OS 
GUNG iso ceacceinahes re eecccece eceee 





BURDIRO ciaiousin ees ee ie at Ae ee Steere eiiats 


I aha e le cule eas 
NE cs acne eek Seeks 
ee errr 


Ee COP ee ee 


eee eeee 
. eee 
ee eee 
oeeeee 


Quantity 
purchased. 


Acres. 


80.48 


od 


19.79 


19.75 


"YQ 


19.79 
79.15 
79.15 
557.31 
40.24 
159.98 
80.55 
80.55 
80.55 
236.64 


-T 


9 
80. 


=t =f 
Or bo 


40. 38 

40.38 

40.37 

T8.57 

80.09 

155.04 
83.37 

3 cot 


83 


40.48 ‘ 


37 


79.65 
79.65 
318.62 


” 9] 


ol 


40.76 


16 


303 .66 
17.84 


80.46 
80.46 
160.56 
40). 14 


160 


89 
89 





96 
82.95 
80.04 


73 


13 
130.85 
79.00 
79.28 
159.40 
79.70 
80.48 
240.93 
160.68 
79.96 
159.92 










Price 


| pr acre, 








fe 


ell cell coe coe el oe ee oe ee ee ee ee 


cell eel eel el el ce ee oe 


lei cee ee od 


ea 


ee ee 


25 
25 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
95 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


25 
25 
25 
Wd 


= 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 


e 


25 
25 


25 
25 
25 


25 














L 








IST OF THE PURCHASERS OF 





B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the original purchaser, | 


| 
Chas. B. Green and Montfort Jones! 
Jobt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard| 
Richard W. Anderson and Eli M, 
DMI le sce Nees eae ie elena ore 
Henry T. Irish and Hivewne Car-| 
penter SE eee ee ee a re 
ee ee 
do ek ee . 7 
Henry 'T. Irish and Horace © tl 
pe nter | 
Alfred M. anil. 
DS ONS 6 6c e dae ieee aed es | 
MOE pine Meee Rcie Aiea 
Samucl V. Gillispie .............| 
William Bennet ......cccccces ee 
Alvarez Fisk........ a ntchiavevewes 
Hendy Bark. .6.ccveccases wei 
OE A | 
Thos. Barnard and Robt. J. Walke | 
James B. Rodgers .........6.... 
Oe eee usedher teeey she is 
do BPR ee tere Sie lowes 
re 
do ero ee 
Thos. Barnard and Robt. - W silane. un, 
William Johnston.... 
Robt. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard.! 
Chas. B. Green and Montfort Jones. | 
Peter C. Chambliss 
John B. Rodgers. Wise. e6 Delta heay ice 
Chas. B. Green and Montfort Jones. 
William Stone. 


eoeere eee eee eees 





eee rcccves 
| 
| 
CE OD C2 6468 OO Of 
5 
| 


eooeeee ee eer ee ereeos 


FON PORES a ccdecsces rer ree ca 
CUO’ 4 Deictareieie eevee eee 
MCCS Te Ce Mipkenental 

George W., Callicotte......... aed 

Joseph Collins. .... slncss oat wikaint 

VOM UTIL, AROSE 6 655 oise % Keis w 00 ene 

Wallan NOrimiant 2.04 6 <.s6« occ o% | 
Ga. oeeass eles wets luce 

0? a re 
do picamincenaaaie wal 
do sabia eas raring tanned Gd 

renee is 
do inte hoapiane Clea aid 
do Ce erennna eel 
WOOP, .  Ataadayeeerera wecrenctaue | 

Maleolm Gilchrist nd We m. Me Gwie! 


Witte MW. GWE co ccwcceececees 
Parham Thompson .....00.s0060| 
William Humphreys ............| 
Jesse Brown..... Gi wa wA MeaW ee 
PVEE Th, Bottelt. 6 sec aweecccss. 
Thomas Loveladdy . 2 scwessccsss| 
Anthony WP. Uesery 204605505 | 
oe gee er | 

do Cee errr ere eereeos | 
adic Bhs es! OE ETE CETTE 


William Stephenson.......... see] 
Hugh Rodgers ee eae 
Joseph Rodgers ........cceees ee 
Oe ii ese ined canes 

i Bi | 


Charles B. | 
ee ee mal 
Charles B. Green, jr., and Montfort | 
Jones .... | 
Charles B. Green, jr., and Montfort 
JONES . 0600s 
Charles Stuard ........ 


Vili——_56 rF 


Green, jr., and Montfort! 


eoereereerer rare eeee 
ceoeoereeeoer ere ee ee eres 


| 
| 


VOL. 





Name of the assignee. 
| | 
| 
POU Savawnleis eee eee was , , 
NN ala ii lala oo al ie a a 
Ne ee eT ee ee 
ee ee me Oe See ee Te ee 
Te ee Sra ae threes 
en nT ae een Ee 
BE 65 ee eas i BG ar Ooh a oie RtS ava Xs -— 
eee ree Rake p tek ee eee Pee ye 
Home .... Sd ere Okerel ba ete eoccece ae Re ee ee 
ik wagnaak heise Manares 
None.... - here ere rs ae seeene stavdte ered 
Re ee Mosley stots dR aust ty ta cart tay syeroru 
ne ee ae onde taste tata ahs Tee ee 
i en Pease ke ws ak reer ee 
Yt a nn ee etalon 
eee eee Rreiedusii enti averotntzreisce il 
None :.... ee (alia oi eletelele 14a) eleva: @:ece e Pa ar ae 
co eh a i a, aie a | 
None Pee rare ae ae 0S eh 6 Ce eee © abn em ee 
NOMG i. 26% CO ie Re ee ere ee rer aa ee ee) 
an eS tcraietn ee ’ ieee 
i DEO Te PRT OE acettenertets , 
oe re ‘ Se blesreiow Si oeaure sl 
MOM tiie Sere Se wists eee ee jah eae | 
ee ee ne a ‘ | 
POMO 46k eee eT eee Gik wainwan 
Lee paca wa heated oe ;‘ 
ree Bye R LE Ber pw bade ® te aeeenas 
MORO. 6.60% . ae ae ee Oe Sie S' a da ears ol 
INORG. <4. < oe ee . . oe 66.6 ae . | 
De irra cs Ges ae Sa Braces an etse Sievers 
BT Nii its ais lotr ehh Cate wws eu wk 
I it ekGics cise yaatebcie was oh ariesloueiohexa 
ae Sako ‘ rere ra ; 
None ee a ae ke eele ale ©. 8 66 ee . cee « . 
Owe +664 eee gee sieeve eundieeate ates : 
PN ar OL axl ctth i ee aie ia ; ‘ 
Peameoms 1 Crowe kia evens dciaccces ‘i 
do Ra R Las wae ee wikia 
do RS eueilssualateralerevee a Oe 
None.... “Trier evees fe ee ee } 
None.... ere reels ah chews, vei cLe.allnerin Oe 
None... TOT ee ee eee ee wan 
None ..... ; ae ii Msieeeuesees 
ee BS so aay esc ita ‘ 
None.. Sale ee e Pit a eC a eeeccce ee 
DOME oh icexs ; Rape c sien eioeya eee ee 
None ...4 a eT ee Te eee eT eT eee | 
ON oxieccw avin Me waketnwkbeeeunan | 
pO ae ee Betas 
| a ornare 
Ce ee On ee au ede vate intereueaes wiv Ae steretec 
i a Atetecaeere siete ala avavare 
PN Sco ee rakeiaen ans penaun's . 
Ee ee a , af ckauaayeberarare 
Pea ihn Biri hie bets ye wee Rystivelatieiat ete 
ee eee ales e's Sas Shaeaieh overex ors 
None .... ee OT ee Ee Te eee 
None.... ee ee eo ee ee a eoccccccces 
PN Ais ca eacne bk e ake uasawn 
TN iinet tie an kas ace sierra acta 
pe eee eee nis eeiateiecs ‘| 
PP bee takes cae eae nas . ‘ 
Arka aS Sen nesAWews a Reuue, 


LAND. 





Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 


Co bo bo 


Dem bee pe 
qn 


08 
36 


Otel ete] ie 6) 


~ 


Sto 
99 
02 
a iy 
00 
.00 
TET 
47 
AT 
.67 
59 
36 
2-50 


25 


ot 
Jag 
79 
. 64 
.80 
Ol 
82 
12 


— 


12 
96 
.10 
91 
.48 


99,84 
599.60 


160. 
40, 


ea a are oe 


478. 
159. 








44] 


Price 
pr acre, 


f> 
— 


ll ell cee cell eel el | 


a oe apm ge eet tioned ea aekeenet enellediedhiekemeindedenete eteontrng alk 


25 29 


25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
55 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
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B.—Statement of the qnaeray 


Name of the original purchaser. | 


Boling C. Burnet .........ee00. | 
a gene eee rere 
do | 

Richard W. 

DHVCE s.iccsss 

Richard W. Anderson 

Driver . 

John H. Ferguson ......-. 

Titus Howard «....<..<+ 

Pasian 0, Cais conc ccccsncss 


M. 


Anderson ad Eli 


— 
. 


nat E ‘i ‘} : 





do eT 
do ee ee 
do ees ee rr 
do be a ees 


Searles McCreliss..... eee re 
John A. Lane . 
lo Meech huwaeves acne 
do : 
John Lane and John A, 
Jolin A. Lane ... 
do 
do - 
do ‘ 
John Lane sind Sein A. 
do do esx 
Pe DEN 4 bd cher coxesesnees 
do pitas er ee 
John Lane and John A. Lane..... 
do do ea 
Boling C. Burnet ........ 
John : Ormond. 
John Lane and John A. Lane..... 
Siatith ACS ASANO. 6.6 ss sess ses ees, 
John Lane and John A, Lane.....| 
John A. Lane es 
Tomer Wo Winter .0 ek cc cscise> 
John G. Freeman....... 
ee A SN ec hi eescccses’s 
Robert Williams...... peace 
ee gg | 
do 
do | cee t 
PO SD, WORVER a oscscescienns's| 
Boling C. Burnett..... ie 
do ee ee 
eS rr 
Boling C. Burnett......... , 


| I ree en ore | 


eoeoeeereeeeer ewer eee 


ee ee eel 


ooereeee eee er ee ee eee 


T. Kirkman and Jos. L. D. Smith. . 
do do of 
R. W. Anderson and Eli M. Driver | 
Thacker W. Winter.............!| 
H. T. Irish and Horace Carpenter .| 
do 
do 
5 ee Perrrrer rr rT ree 
in Gaus eau. a wanes | 
Peace W. Witter ek cs cas ck ies 
do Pee eee 
ery 7. With 2.040650 erry | 
H. T. Irish and Horace ¢ Carpenter ; 
do do 
do do 
SE 2. OOO Gh skew ho cnereunne 
do Sue eee Reet wae 
do a 
do EGE tos wekie 
R. J. Walker aad Thos. Barnard. . 
do do 


do do 


eer eee reeeeereene 





None 


None... 
None.. 


None 


None.... 
None. 
None . 
None oe 
None... 
None... 
None ee 
None . 
None .. 
None . 
None oe 
None. 
None.... 
None... 
None. 


None 
None 
None 
None 


None. 


None 


None. 
None. 


Hugh 
Nome 


None.. 
None... 


None 
None 


Mone 


None ° 


Titus 


None see 
None... 
None... 


None 
None 
None 


None .. 


None.... 
None... 
NONE wéas 


None 


None... 


None 


None... 


None 


None, 
None . 
None.. 
None... 
None... 
None... 
None... 
None... 
None. 


N one 


None... 
None. 
None. 
None. 


PUBLIC L 





ANDS. 


of land sold—Continued. 


Name of the assignee. 


se cceee . oc ccecee oe oe 
coors eccceee ps dee ee eee coees 
piv nous sons oe : eiwieaieie cece 
pisiwve fetes St PO SS oe oe 
TOs yee eieleisieie nie ele ialele 
ee cerces coc crc cece nce eee 
Ss ce ewer ee escescce 
paia les wie ewww wae W wislee wa 010/05 oi 
ois missle! eile a es le i e906) 10,0110 10 6)6 10 0) 816 
ey Pe oo To cee 
occ c ccc cscescocccees cee ccccee 
Coc ere cere vcrccesccccccccsccccs 
files ols. s 9.010 0910 Ss si aisle wieaieie 
bibles wivie es s/o teimite ole cece eee eceee 
sere Sesscseeesiovcvcsessesecee 
siaieialeleieie s/aiw isle ele ais) e ies 6 SS sieleiie 
pieie isle ins aro sieis eee sie nile lee elie "010 jee 
piplieieis\ wis. sie ~icie 4s eee . cocee 
bidet Sptniniinwe wise oleeie lees 4 elale ie 
pis ielisi= aise) Wie ini i0 foes sec eeccees 
ipo lislisisvele stake oe its ells i opp seite,te 16 ike 
boeieriose pibiwin swim 619) 6 sp 6 16 SS Wei eo wie 
cee eeeees sever cece cccceese 
eee e cere eccecerecesecssesesses 
Se oe ceccces APE 
eee. Se oe See SO 
ee eeeeeeve oe: O82 8 2°O 3:2 ee oo © 
Rogers eo cece cceecsens 
cece Sinin in wisie owls ieieivib w eles Susie seis esi 
cece cr ccccsccce cece ere cccrccces 
cee pis ieilelis velo nisi ise SOO . 
oats Sine wilsleie ¥ 109 9 le pies cee cceee 
Pee : see eee. . ae ee 
is ieie lois lee! ie ees /919 16% ce cceee occ eosee 
see setare ie list ie 5 ho ye 5010 oie cc cesevceee 





vee ot ee Bea ige aus sete 
Malek Gitdwlst. oo ARR is hie nic 
do EN ere eee KS : 


None. 








Quantity 


purchased. 


Acres. 


80. 
40. 
80. 


159. 


tT 
_ 
rr) 
— 


TK Tot DK eT -1 Cl Ct eTet or 


_ 


—~ 2 


we 
am Am ame 


~~ ae 
~~ 


80.: 


B06, 


00 
15 
10 


05 


.30 
.1T 
00 
1 
91 


91 


92 
.78 
my) 
. 10 
42 
83 
.29 
38 
OT 
Sil! 
.82 


i.50 
3.63 


.63 
04 
41 
.389 


91 


2 
.16 
22 
203 
.o2 
.30 
~03 
05 
me ba 
Jo4 
Jol 
208 


9] 
Volo. 


S1.: 


79. 


240. 


79 


80. 


82. 
78. 
79. 
160. 


S$0.° 


160. 


160.: 


159. 


237. 


160. 
80. 


cow 


YearWwWwwetcZc 


- 
~ 


-~ 
— — 


Th SS be 
ai SH 


ny 

- SS 
~ = 
ora) 


atte 
a 


86 
03 
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Price 
pr acre, 





fe 
— et 
So 
or 


— 
bo 
or 


65 


25 
25 
25 
25 
945 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
49 
Q5 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
51 


ee ee A ee ce ee ee ee ee eee ee eel el ee el ee el el el el ee ee el el eel ee le ee ee 














LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 











B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued, 





Name of the original purchaser. | 


R. J, Walker and Thos. Barnard. .| 
do do 3 | 
David W. Comnelly........ eal 
oO 088 6.66.8 61:66 © ee 
do ei a atreve nel sieKeiolis ane 
do eesbetensretoiebate eres 
do Sverslels¥eieveltaisraecs 
do Sileteheliexeugl eieiee vehene 
do sre distcta a tarceer ere 
do se lensks Kevollereenwisielers|| 
R. J. Walker and Thos. Barnard. . 


do do 4 
Jos. Hough and Win. R. Campbell. 
Wm. R. Campbell, John Lane, and: 
John A. Lane... 


Thomas Rigby ..... ‘peetawanens 

John Lane and John A. Lane..... 
do do cael 

William R. Campbell............ | 
do aie RakeleneKscviers tars 
do Svisneuateusviexeievetets 
do epaieiehehevenererenas 
do oC CCR HO Oe 8 0] 
do en rns, 
do eeueueierckererereve 
do aianete eraterereyeie.s 
do rere See aiera 
(ae |) eyes aint 

H. T. Irish and Horace Carpenter . 
do do 


Iforace Carpenter and H. T. Irish. 
do do 


Maleomb Gilchrist .............. 


do : Ee ae 
do Aistele ete e leaves ane 
do nie aie enetevets nrecre 
do bik eed Mea 
NE TE I sik ce ees we eae 
do shareiceratecerae chore oxen 
do Siskoteve/ Sia exate crow eiavell 
do eR CRE eae 
do Sse shs we eeranelevetee ere 
do Bechet ererelrale eres teva 


R. J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, John’ 
Lane, and John A, Lane..... | 
R. J. Walker, Tho. Barnard, Jno. 
Lane, and Jno. A. Lane........ 
R. J. Walker, Tho. Barnard, Jno.! 
Lane, and Jno, A. Lane........! 
R. J. Walker, Tho. Barnard, Jno. 
Lane, and Jno. A. Lane........ 
Thomas G. Ellis and John Maxwell! 
do do | 
do do | 
Robt. J. Walker, Tho. Barnard,| 
John Lane, and Jno. A. Lane...! 
Robt. J. Walker, Tho. Barnard,) 
John Lane, and Jno, A. Lane... .| 
Thomas G, Ellis and John Maxwell) 
McNeil Creighton....... eiaxs «xt 
Re eT een | 
Thomas G, Ellis and Wiley Davis. . 
do do ; 
Jno. MeLemore and Wm. M. Gwin 
Malcolm Gilchrist and Wm. M. Gwin 
hick: Mite i eee eT eC Eee 
William RB. Campbell. .........000. 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and) 
Levin R. Marshall. ...........! 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and: 





None.. 


None 
None 
None 


None... 
None. 


None 


None: 32. 
None.. 
None . 


None 


None. 
None. 


None. 
None. 
None .. 
None . 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None. 
None . 
None. 
None. 


None 


None.. 


None 


None ° ee 
None:<és:; 
None.... 


None 


None. 
None. 


None 


None ... 
None. 
None. 
None.. 
None . 
None. 
None . 
None. 


None. 


None. 


None 


None. 


None 


None. 
None. 


None. 


None. 
None. 
None... 
None.. 

None. 
None. 
None . 
None. 
None... 


None : 


None. 


None 


Name of the 


eee eee cere 
oe eee eer eeeee 
ee eee . . ° 
eee ee ee eee 
eoeee eee 
ee 
eeeeee oe 
eer eeereos 
ry 
ee ere reese eee 
eeeeees ee 
eee eee eeeces 


. . eee 
. . . . . 
ee ee . . . 
eeeee . eeee . 
. eooreee 
eeee eeesee 


ee see wees 
er 
. = 

° eeceee 
eee eeteeere 


eee ere rere 
eeoeeeseeeee 
oor eeeeeeees 
Oe 

eee eereeoce 
coe ° oe 


. . eee ee 
ees eevee . ee 
ereereeeeere 


Quantity 


Acres. 


80.35 





. 606 & « eeeeee . > 
Shvbiera’s abareletenday biahoee 80.35 
- ieee a a ecenate 101.64 
ieee hanclakes ‘ 243.37 
=e Shas saad | 158.64 
aac ras Pais irae Vaile Heteatarel 159,29 
belied Gedo as art ele sal 159.29 
i yeRuaowinins scesesf 160.29 
are ta taht Mary 159=29 
Snr ad | 159.07 
er en ere 241.29 
MDE bak pits kehck | 151.20 
tas SA Ge le icin aw gee a 80.00 
Wiseiicngulad ee daesedl 160.20 
PEG RERA RK ewe 160.50 
vo reererene yaaa 220.00 
oe ate etes oy oven ta aN I39 85 
ta abl raieh acts Aci 640.00 
Lelie hater wcduwal 157.14 
iether Sen 
Sw averehelevaler aie ssoceielearerel 86.50 
(MeAasscoees, SE 
Leaders those vaca wal 36.00 
ipa lat acsaty tora t + 85.50 
merry ppb iia KR | 46.23 
eT eee TT ree ated 320.00 
SRbcnaes ae, 320.00 
Meise Ras ° 78.93 
pane abbas peel 240.99 
Pee eee | 160.26 
CCE ny eI | 136.28 
eer wetesa er 159.24 
i Acta acaaiie ice naee aaa 160.15 
gues Wiks ocaes sone gl 240.06 
hich eeekheecaes eae 158.46 
packed tn iweb sacl 228.12 
Te Si aekidaunal 160,02 
seen eee ceeeeeeees| 80.44 
is waned oes - | 80.05 
settee eee eee eee! 160.10 
pica sats cia ws 80.09 
Sis Bre eiaier e.aerche- ois 79.84 
Seat haeeweid aa eel 320.80 
ee ree 319.90 
aia aaled Aiea 239.93 
icaueeLe dee wane ce 80.00 
Reta sts AEE eee 327.88 
pecs Rae san a emacs 330.04 
Mics Gidihdaawie nen 324.50 
Shah oto dares mare 161.76 
Se ree ae ee 160.00 
i esa ok tshss eat da let 162.25 
Re Tey nee 80.43 
Tre diedciexaeeex 80.11 
Bia sereteran hw owaners Siete 79.97 
pa eotay eiteedhia ads 159.94 
eee 160.25 
TE ee 82.29 
sana iess suck eat 239.49 
eEUEG ska kL | 320.80 
ET ee ee | 160.02 


319.96 


| purchased, 
| 
| 
! 
| 
| 





Price 


eli eee eee 


ee ee ee ee eee 


— med 


a a — 


CN ee ee _ 


a 


— 


| pr acre. 























































































Name of the original purchascr. 


Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
Levin R. Marshall............ 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
Levin R. Marshall. . 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
Levin R. Marshall... 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
ewan 9. Marshall. wiciso< s+ os 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
Levin R. Marshall...... 
Samuel Gustine, J.B. Peyton, and! 
evan 3. Marshall....as<.c06s- 
ge Tere e 
Robt J. Walker and Thos. Barnard 

do do 

do do 

do do 
do do | 
do do | 


do do 


| 


do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


do do 


do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
lo do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
lo do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 
do do 


do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 
John Lane and John <A. Lane.... 
Samucl Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
Levin R. Marshall............ 
Samuel Gustine, J. B. Peyton, and 
luewvan’ I. Marshall. ........... 
Robert J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, 
John Lane and John A, Lane... 
Robert J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, 
John Lane and Jolin A. Lane... .| 





PUBLIC 


LANDS. 


Name of the 


assignee. 


B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued., 


Quantity 


purchased, 


Acres. 





[No. 1263. 


| 
| 





NOC ce 0dees-5 oon ms 
ree 
WUNSTIEA ct ccs cee 
PD sired cennaws 
PE Sicxrcidadacn ses 


LEC) | TORE ee 
DOING iactstier alse obsess nets aves 
RUMOING aorssaeaa)sinvesc sere 
NGC eck ewes oeGeens 
MNCs windows un sine s 
DIONE co cioce sis See oe 
NGOS SecsbisS wemln ss 
PIOIIE Gece la is bole wise baste 
ee re ree 
None ees os 9a ete oe i ae 
NGC ce ska seeks eows 
PNRSIG is. svewiamersienye ae 
MIGRO <xcsuealc ane see 
INDE Scidusieaecwsee 
NGG cs uwaanbesn wien 
NONC csusie snes es ce 
NGS eichcn ore Sans 
PW IOIDEEY, ross ane Swe ayers 
NONE Ac Reh waco make 
EC: CR a nen aa 
LS ee ey ee 
MADE cc. icts kis 64s wae 
WONG coun oeleuum suse 
INGO de ccc die eiw suet 
NOI ok eos Sis ois Sess 
NGO cubwktes one ea 
i Sakae eee 
NGO ccUouuuwieweauee 
MNONC su siseses: sees 
NORE Soiwssinse diane kiue 
INSTI cab beets ie ae aes * 
NG sodscocsar saws 
NUN os2nucseaieeaaed 
INAGINE istecie eo k-cie wa ele 
oa ree 
Nise css akeee see 
NENG 546 wa swieese 
MUNIN =. rss eis eee 
NNEC Vas sacie an ee 
Mise wscises cise esse 
NGNCccesuesace eve 
BD sccsaeekeneees 
BNUOANG Gots ard e le leew wae 
INSTR sc sos wie eS eles 
NGC cGuaaess cere ox 
MONG cévadaneensown 
TOUR sie bdwand dam ick 
ee ee eT re 
NS Fe ey ree 
NiUNE Gs tsescae von 
CCE Ere 
Oe chWhes uw ua es 


OO a are ace b we 
MONG Toco eee esi es 
PRON Sd Ue ot as 


None. 


240. 


160. 


939. 
161. 
318. 

SQ. 
160. 
160. 
560. 
400. 
240. 

(9. 
320. 
144. 
643. 
586. 

23. 
485. 

SO, 

64. 

26. 
160. 
368. 

SO. 
305. 
490. 

19. 
604. 
805. 
320. 
452. 
454. 
159. 

79, 
400. 
112. 
428. 

94. 


dol. 


dT 


16 


.85 


38 


Ol 


00 


» 
95 


. 
899.35 
943.90 

3.86 


52 


.89 


06 


90 
238 
.46 
283 
On 
9d 


oy 
A) 0) 


69 
68 
9) 
26 
05 
40 
OS 
00 
40 
aT 
S4 
12 
64 
23 
63 
a0 
51 
12 
50 
50 
34 
31 
00 
39 
45 
Qs 
53 
1] 
00 
42 
30 
5d 
68 
95 
S84 
73 
80 


00 


00 


Fr 


.90 
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Price 


| pr acre, 
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bo 
or 


bo 
qo 
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00 
25 
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25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
245 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
D5 
25 
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25 
25 


25 


at 


25 


25 
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25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
25 
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B.—Statement of the 


LIST OF THE PURCHASERS OF LAND. 











quantity of land sold—Continued. 





maser te | 
Name of the original purchaser. 
| 


Robert J. Walker, Thos. Barnard, 

John Lane and John A, Lane... 
Robert J. Walker, Thos. Barnard,) 

John Lane and John A, Lane... 
John C, McLemore and George W, 

Martin 
Thomas Rigby 

do 

James Blackburn 
Moses Cavitt.....0000% 
Lewis D. Chambliss..... 
MeNeil Creighton 
Jomatinn TAG 5.064 vss ceecnes 
William FR. Campbell... .......06. 


eoerereeeee 


do poe (archer aissclonane ve 
do Aik ered al ane ee rane (a 
do SECT eee 
do BO ICO ee 


David W. Connelly...... 
do 


Robert J. Walkerand Thos. Barnard 


do do 
do do 
do do 
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B.—Statement of the quantity of land sold—Continued. 
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ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
GeneraL Lanp Orrice, December 15, 1834. 





C. 


Aggregate number of acres of the public lands offered at public sale by proclamation of the President of the 
United States, at each of the land offices in the State of Mississippi, from 1st January, 1833, to the present 
date. 


Pa Sad Flea KEN SLDULEWeDAWicd eee bbe debeaeawar sttcseeceeves LOGGERS 
Ia ce aa bac ea ke teh har a ace eee ww Wawa Weal wi owe ere . 3,658,684.78 
Augusta land office ..........5. rere (Meese bdeeaeaasean x ere e ee scoccsvcsvceese SUGGES 
ee re reas St Ned Ke Rabanek se WhS Swans R40 aka oe vedaiadnes 289,703.24 


7,312,103.36 
acres, inclusive of the sixteenth section reserved for schools, in each township, (and fractional township 
where it exists, ) and also of the lands reserved to Choctaw Indians under the treaty of 27th September, 
1830, and which were required to be reported to the land offices prior to the date of sale, by the locating 
agents acting under the authority of the War Department. 





ELIJAH WAYWARD. 
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GENERAL Lanp Orrice, December 15, 1834. 
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RELATIVE TO FRAUDS IN THE SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS IN MISSISSIPPI, 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 15, 1834. 
COMMISSIONS, AND LETTER OF INSTRUCTIONS TO COMMISSIONERS. 


In Senate or tHE Unirep States, March 5, 183 
Resolved, That in the prosecution of their inquiries, the Committee on Public Lands have power to 
send for persons and papers, to take de positions, and to examine witnesses before them, on oath, toue hing 
the matters aforesaid. The committee consists of Messrs. Poindexter, Moore, Prentiss, McKe: an, and 
Clay. 
Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. [srat.] 





In Senate or tue Untrep States, Jarch 3, 1834. 

Mr. Pornpexter offered for consideration the following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the recent sales of the public lands in the States of Mississippi and Alabama; and whether the 
proclamations of the President of the United States, causing the public lands in the districts of country 
acquired from the Choctaw tribes of Indians by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit ereek, and from the Creek 
tribe of Indians in Alabama, to be offered at public sale, were issued and promulgated a reasonable length 
of time prior to the day on which said sales were directed to be commenced in each of said districts, to 
give proper notice to the people of the United States of the days appointed for said sales; also, into the 
causes why the usual public notice was not given. 

2. Resolved, That the same committee inquire whether any fraudulent practices, to the injury of the 
public interests, took place at such sales by reason of combinations of companies or individuals interdicting, 
or unfavorable to, a fair competition between bidders for the public lands offered for sale in said districts; 
and if so, whether the officers superintending said sales had knowledge of, or participated in, such fraudu- 
lent practices or combinations. 

3. Resolved, That the said committee be instructed to Inquire whether the registers of the land offices, 
and the receivers of public moneys, at any of the land offices of the United States, or either or them, have, 
in violation of law and of their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium from any purchaser 
or purchasers of the public lands, at public or private sale, for the benefit of such officer or officers, as a 
condition on which such purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter or purchase any tract or tracts 
of land offered for sale by the United States; and, also, whether any register or receiver, as aforesaid, 
has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands, by adopting rules and regulations in 
their respective offices inconsistent with the laws of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That the said committee inquire whether the public lands, at any land office in the United 
States, have been sold otherwise than for cash; and whether any register or receiver in said States has, 
at any time, taken in payment the promissory note of any purchaser or purchasers bearing an interest to 
accrue to the benefit of such register or receiver. 

5. Resolved, That, in prosecution of said inquiries, the said committee have power to send for persons 
and papers, to take depositions, and to examine witnesses before them, on oath, touching the matters 
aforesaid, 





United States of America to William S. Jones, Esq., Hinds County, Mississippi, greeting: 

Know ye that the Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands, reposing entire 
confidence in your prudence and fidelity, have appointed you, and by these presents do give you full power 
and authority, diligently to examine all such witness or witnesses as you may think proper, upon inter- 
rogatories to be exhibited by you, touching the perpetration of any fraud in the sales of the public lands of 
the United States, if any shall have been committed in any district in the State of Mississippi; also touching 
the conduct of any officer or ers of the said United States, charged or authorized by law with the con. 
duct, direction, management, or superintendence of said sales; we therefore authorize and empower you, 
first havi ing yourself taken an nk before some judge or mi iwistrs ite authorized by law to administer an 
oath, that you will we ‘il, fully, and faithfully execute this commission, and reduce tow riting the deposition 
of such witness or witnesses as you may examine as aforesaid, and cause to be administered to such 
witness or witnesses respectively an oath that they will true, full, and perfect answers make to all and 
singular the said interrogatories, and to propose such interrogatories, and reduce the answers of the said 
witness or witnesses respectively to writing; and when you shall have completed. the same, to transmit 
the same, under your hand and seal, carefully closed up, to the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
of the Senate of the United States. 

By order of the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, this 4th day of April, 
1834. 

GEORGE POINDEXTER, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate U.S. ; 


Tue Srate or Misstsstppt, Hinds County, sct: 
Personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, justice of the peace of said county, the within 
named William 8. Jones, who hath taken and subscribed the following vath, viz: “That he will well, 
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fully, and faithfully execute this commission, and reduce to writing the deposition of such witness or wit- 
nesses as he may examine as aforesaid.” 
WM. 8S. JONES. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 3d day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


SraTE OF MISSISSIPPI: 

In pursuance of the foregoing and annexed commission to me directed by the chairman of the honor- 
able Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, | have called and caused to come 
before me the following named witnesses, viz: Avery Nolen, Burruss Haley, Robert Matthews, Thomas 
H. Williams, John M. MeMorrough, Alexander McKay, Robert McKay, John M. Evans, John A. Lane, 
Alfred Cox, Seneca Pratt, Samucl W. Dickson, James McLaran, John B. Pittman, Eli Garner, Patrick 
Sharkey, John 8. Gooch, Jacob Williams, Elisha Lott, Herrin Walker, Joseph D. Peebles, Thomas L. 
Sumrall, William T. Lindsey, Ramsey M. Cox, Rufus B. Powe, whose testimony I, in conjunction with 
Isaac Caldwell, another commissioner appointed herein with similar powers, have caused to be taken as 
required by said commission, all of which is herewith returned, and is respectfully submitted to the hon. 
committee. Given under my hand and seal, at Clinton, Mississippi, this the 23d day of June, 1884. 

WM. 8. JONES. [seat.] 





In Senate or THE Unitep States, March 5, 1834. 
Resolved, That, in the prosecution of their inquiries, the Committee on Public Lands have power to 
send for persons and papers, to take depositions, and to examine witnesses before them, on oath, touch- 
ing the matters aforesaid. 
The committee consist of Messrs. Poindexter, Moore, Prentiss, McKean, and Clay. 
Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. [seau.] 





In Senate oF THE Unirep States, March 23, 1834. 
Mr. Potnpexter offered the following resolutions: 


1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the circumstances 
attending the recent sales of the public lands in the States of Mississippi and Alabama, and whether 
the proclamations of the President of the United States, causing the public lands in the districts of 
country acquired from the Choctaw tribe of Indians, by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and from 
the Creek tribe of Indians in Alabama, to be offered at public sale, were issued and promulgated a 
reasonable length of time prior to the day on which said sales were directed to be commenced in each of 
said districts, to give proper notice to the people of the United States of the days appointed for said sales, 

2. Resolved, That the same committee inquire whether any fraudulent practices, to the injury of the 
public interests, took place at said sales, by reason of combinations of companies or individuals inter- 
dicting, or unfavorable to, a fair competition between bidders for the public lands offered for sale in said 
districts; and, if so, whether the officers superintending said sales had knowledge of, or participated in, 
such fraudulent practices or combinations. 

3. Resolved, That the said committee be instructed to inquire whether the registers of the land 
offices, and the receivers of public moneys, at any of the land offices of the United States, or either 
of them, have, in violation of law and of their official duties, demanded or accepted a bonus or premium 
from any purchaser or purchasers of the public lands, at public or private sale, for the benefit of such 
officer or officers, as a condition on which such purchaser or purchasers should be allowed to enter or 
purchase any tract or tracts of land offered for sale by the United States; and also, whether any register or 
receiver, as aforesaid, has been guilty of fraud or partiality in the sales of the public lands, by adopting 
rules and regulations, in their respective offices, inconsistent with the laws of the United States. 

4. Resolved, That the said committee inquire whether the public lands, at any land office in the State 
of Mississippi, have been sold otherwise than -for cash; and whether any register or receiver in said 
State has, at any time, taken in payment the promissory note of any purchaser or purchasers, bearing 
an interest to accrue to the benefit of such register or receiver. 

5. Resolved, That in prosecution of said inquiries, the said committee bave power to send for persons 
and papers, and to examine witnesses before them, on oath, touching the matters aforesaid. 





United States of America to Isaac Caldwell, Hinds County, Mississippi, greeting: 

Know ye, that the Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands, reposing entire 
confidence in your prudence and fidelity, have appointed you, and, by these presents, do give you full 
power and authority diligently to examine all such witness or witnesses as you may think proper, upon 
interrogatories to be exhibited by you touching the perpetration of any frauds in the sales of the public 
lands of the United States, if any shall have been committed, in any district in the State of Mississippi; 
and also, touching the conduct of any officer or officers of the said United States, charged or authorized 
by law with the conduct, direction, management, or superintendence of said sales. We, therefore, 
authorize and empower you, first having yourself taken an oath before some judge or magistrate autho- 
rized by law to administer an oath, that you will well, fully, and faithfully execute this commission, and 
reduce to writing the depositions of such witness or witnesses as you may examine aforesaid; and cause 
to be administered to such witness or witnesses respectively, an oath that they will true and perfect 
answers make to all and singular the said interrogatories; and to propose such interrogatories, and 
VOL. VI—57 F 
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reduce the answers of the said witness or witnesses respectively to writing; and when you shall haye 
completed the same, to transmit the same under your hand and seals, carefully closed up, to the chairman 
of the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States. 
By order of the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, this fifth day of 
April, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 
GEO. POINDEXTER, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate U. 8. 





Tue Strate or Misstssrrpt, Hinds County, set: 

Personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, justice of the peace of said county, the above 
named Isaac Caldwell, who took and subscribed the following oath, viz: ‘That you will well, fully, 
and faithfully execute this commission, so far as it may be in your power, and reduce to writing the 
deposition or depositions of such witness or witnesses as you may examine as aforesaid.” 

ISAAC CALDWELL. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 9th day of June, 1834. 


HENRY G. JOUNSTON, J. P. 


Srare or Misstssirrt: 

In pursuance of the foregoing and annexed commission, to me directed by the chairman of the hon, 
Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, I have called and caused to come before 
me, the following named witnesses, viz: Avery Nolen, Burruss Haley, Robert Matthews, Thomas H. 
Williams, John M. MeMorrough, Alexander McKay, Robert McKay, John M. Evans, John A, Lane, Alfred 
Cox, Seneca Pratt, Samuel W. Dickson, James McLaran, John B. Pittman, Eli Garner, Patrick Sharkey, 
John S. Gooch, Jacob Williams, Elisha Lott, Herrin Walker, Joseph D. Peebles, Thomas L. Sumrall, 
William T. Lindsey, Ramsey M. Cox, Rufus B. Powe, whose testimony I, in conjunction with William 8. 
Jones, another commissioner appointed herein, with similar powers, have caused to be taken, as required 
by said commission, all of which is herewith returned, and is respectfully submitted to the hon. com- 
mittee. Given under my hand and seal, at Clinton, Mississippi, this twenty-third day of June, A. D. 1834. 

ISAAC CALDWELL, Commissioner. [sea] 





No, 1.—Avery Nolen’s testimony. 
Srate or Misstssivpr, Zinds County: 
Interrogations to: be propounded to Avery Nolen, a citizen of Hinds county, State aforesaid, called 
to be examined touching the transactions in the land office at Mount Salus, Mississippi, by virtue of a 
commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 
Interrogation first. Wave you any knowledge, that the register or receiver, or both, at the Mount 
Salus land office, have sold public land otherwise than for cash, and if so, have they taken the promissory 
note of the purchaser, payable at a distant day, including in said note interest? If you do, state the 
transaction, who were the officers thus acting, the time given for the payment of the purchase money and 
interest, the rate of interest charged, when the transaction took place, and every particular relating to it. 
Propounded 20th June, 1834. 
WM. 8S. JONES, 
ISAAC CALDWELE, 


Commissioners. 


Srate or Misstsstepr, 2Zinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Anthony B. Shelby, an acting justice of the peace for the 
said county and State, Avery Nolen, who first being duly sworn, says, the following are true and faithful 
answers to the interrogatories propounded to him by the commissicners, appointed by the Senate of the 
United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. ~ 

Answer to interrogatory first. Some time in the fall or winter, (in November or December) 1832, I 
made application to Mr. Dameron to enter me some land. He said he did not know till he saw Mr. Gwin. 
We waited some time for Mr. Gwin to come, but he did not, and I went after him. When he came, he 
and Mr. Dameron went out in the yard, and talked together. They then came back into the house, and I 
asked them if they were going to do it. They both of them sat down to the table, and 1 think Mr. 
Dameron asked Mr. Gwin the amount. Mr. Gwin said the land came to one hundred and fifty dollars, and 
the interest put on to it made it two hundred and twenty-five dollars. Mr. Gwin said, you can pay it at 
the first of March next. I told them it was too much interest to pay till the first of March; [ ought to 
have twelve months, at fifty per cent. He then said, pay it as soon as you can; if you will pay it before 
then, we will curtail the interest. I said, I will pay it if Ihave to borrow the money. Mr. Dameron (I 
think) wrote the note for two hundred and twenty-five dollars, and it was my understanding’ that I was 
to have twelve months for fifty per cent, and if I paid it sooner the interest was to be curtailed. 1 think 
the note was due Ist March afterwards. I had to make affidavit before a magistrate for the forty acre 
piece, the certificates for the forty acre piece and for the eighth were both folded up with the note. While 
Mr. Dameron was writing the note, Mr. Gwin looked on the maps for the land, and he (Gwin) told me, 
that when I paid the money, he would give me up the note, and the certificates for the land. T thought 
the land was entered, and I went home quite well satisfied. Some time afterwards I sold the land and 
one-eighth besides for twelve hundred dollars, and gave a bond to make a deed for the whole of it. A 
short time before Mr. Gwin left here, IT went to the office to see Mr. Gwin. I asked him if he recollected 
about the land scrape. Te appeared to be very obstinate about it, and seemed not to know me. 1 made 
myself known to him. He then said, Mr. Dameron wants to close his business. Says he, Lam going to 
leave here shortly, and implied that the business must be closed. I told him just as quick as possible 
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5 ulewecipiion 
I told him it was rumored the land was not entered. Some people were coming in at the door at that 
time, and he turned round and made me no reply. About October last I found out the land was not 
entered. There was then no receiver. I deposited the money for the entry of said land, when the receiver 
came. When the office opened again, Patrick Sharkey ente red one-c ighth of it; and as I had sold it before 
that time, believing it was entered for me, I was compelled to buy the eighth of land from Sharke ry, and 
also one other eighth ig him, for which I had to give him six hundred dollars. I have never heard any- 
thing of my notes Mr. Gwin was register, and Mr. Dameron was receiver, when they both agreed to 
enter the land for 1 me, which they did not do; and I lost four hundred dollars by their not di ing it. 
AVERY NOL EN, Jr, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 20th June, 1834. 
B. SHELBY, J. P., Hinds County, Mississippi. 


I am acquainted with this deponent, Avery Nolen, and full faith should be given to his testimony, 
WM. H. MARTIN, 
June 20, 1834. 


By Hiram G. Runnels, governor of the State of Mississippi, to all who shall see these presents: 
Be it known, that A. B. Shelby was a justice of the peace on the 20th day of June, 1834, in and for 
the county of Hinds, and that full faith and credit are due to all his acts as such. 
Given under my hand and the great seal of said State, at Jackson, the 28th day of June, 1834. 
By the governor: HW. G. RUNNELS. [L. s. | 
Davin Dickson, Secretary of State. 


No. 2.—Rufus B. Powe’s testimony. 
Srate oF Mississipp1, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Rufus B. Powe, a citizen of said county and State, called to be 
examined as a witness, touching the transactions in the land oflice at Mount Salus, State aforesaid. by 
virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through thei ir Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Wave you any knowledge that the register or receiver, at the Mount Salus land 
office, has, at any time, sold public lands otherwise than for cash; and if so, have they taken the note of 
the purchaser, payable at a distant day, including in said note, interest for delay of payment for their 
own benefit? If so, state the particular case or cases; what officer or officers thus sold land; the time 
given for payment of said note; the rate of interest charged, and every particular of said case or cases, 

Propounded 10th June, 1834, 

J. C on DWEL L, 
WM. JONES 


Commiss ese ers. 


Tue Srate or Misstsstrrt, Uinds County: 

This day, Rufus B. Powe,* personally appeared before me, Henry C. Jolinston, a justice of the peace 
for said county and State, and said Powe being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, he will true and 
faithful answers make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner 
appointed by the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Answer to interrogatory jirst. In September, 1832, I applied to Mr. Dameron, the receiver, to enter 
me two forty acre pieces; he said he would enter it, provided I would give him my note for one hundred 
and forty dollars, payable in six months from that time. I then told him I would do it. He stepped into 
the register’s office, which is adjoining, and brought me the applications for both forty acre pieces. I 
went and was qualified to them before a justice of the peace, and returned, and handed them to Mr. 
Dameron. Mr. Gwin and Mr. Dameron were both in the room at the time, and I think Samuel Gwin, the 
register, wrote the note. It was made payable to said Dameron and Gwin, and made payable in six 
months, for one hundred and forty dollars. One or the other said they would keep the receipt for the 
land, as a kind of security till the money was paid. I then believed the land was made safe, and was 
paid for to the government. A few days after my note fell due, I came and paid one hundred dollars on 
said note. I then told him (Mr. Dameron) I would pay him the balance of the money in a few weeks, 
He said he would wait with me till the fall for the balance. He then told me he would be down at the 
office after dinner. Before he came I left town, and did not see him; nor did I ever afterwards, I never 
knew but that the said land was saved for me, and continued to think so till Mr. Sumerall, the present 
register, came into office. Mr. Sumerall sent me word said land was marked sold, but was not sold, and 
if I did not come and enter it some one else would enter it. When Samuel W. Dickson came into office, 
as receiver of said Mount Salus land office, I again applied for both the eighths in which the two forty 
acre pieces were situated, and obtained them. I have not yet got back the one hundred dollars paid on 
the land, for which very same land I had to ade cue and onan probably lose said money. The land I 
—— te _ with then to save for me were, N. 3, E. $, 5. E. 4, section 12, township 7, range 3, west, and 
Ss W. 3, N. E. 4, same section, tow nship and range, and have been twice marked on each with the 


3. 4, 
B, POWE. 


letter 8. Further deponent saith not. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me, this 10th day of June, 1834. 


HENRY G, JOHNSTON, J. P. 


By Hiram G. Runnels, governor of the State of Mississippi, to all who shall see these presents: 
Be it known that Henry G. Johnston was a justice of the peace from the 3d to the 17th day of June, 
1834, inclusive, in and for the county of Hinds, and that full faith and credit are due to all his ac ts as such. 
Given under my hand and the ereat seal of said State, at Jackson, the 20th day of June, 1834. 


By the governor: Hi. G. RUNNELS 
Davin Dickson, Secretary of State. 














* See interrogatory sixth, to Thomas L. Sumerall, and his answer thereto. 
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Ciixton, June 11, 1834. 


We are well acquainted with Rufus B. Powe, the witness examined, and do hereby testify that he ig 
a man of truth and veracity, and that full faith should be given to his testimony. 
IRA E. WILLIAMS. 
WM. H. MARTIN, 


Nos. 3, 4, 5, 6.—Testimony of R. McKay, J. M. Evans, J. Lane and Alfred Cox. 
Misstssiprt, Hinds County: 

Witnesses called on to testify touching transactions in the public land offices of this State, by virtue 
of a commission from the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States. 

Interrogatory first. Were you at the recent public land sales at Chocchuma land office? If you 
were, state when said sale took place, and whether it took place at the time appointed by the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation? 

Interrogatory second. How long had the citizens of Mississippi notice of said public sale; and was 
such notice published a sufficient time, prior to said sale, to enable the citizens of this State generally to 
be apprised of the same, and to afford them a reasonable time to procure funds to purchase lands? 

Interrogatory third. Do you or do you not know, or have you reasons to believe, that some land 
speculators were exploring the lands brought into market at said sales, long prior to notice of such sale 
reaching this State, or being generally known? If you know anything of these inquiries, answer par- 
ticularly, giving the name or names of such speculators as were so engaged, and the place of their 
residence. 

Interrogatory fourth. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, that a company or companies of 
speculators were formed and concerned in the purchase of public lands at said land sales at Chocchuma? 
If you have such knowledge, state particularly how said company or companies were formed? About 
how many were the numbers composing any such company, and what were their names and places of 
residence and terms of association, as far as you can recollect? 

Interrogatory fifth. Were the individual members of such company permitted to bid against each 
other for public land at said sale, by the terms of their association, or did they bid against each other 
for such land? 

Interrogatory sixth. About what quantity of land was purchased at said sale by said company; and 
how did they bid for lands, by agent or otherwise; and who did bid for the lands so purchased by said 
company; and about at what price was said land generally purchased? 

Interrogatory seventh. Had or had not the formation and existence of such a company of speculators, 
the effect of preventing competition in market for said land; and do you or not believe the government 
sustained a considerable loss in the prices, for which said land sold; and about how much would you 
estimate such loss at? 

Interrogatory eighth. What disposition did said company of speculators make of the lands so pur- 
chased by them? Did they sell out said lands to each other, or to persons not of said company; and state 
about the average price at which said lands were so sold? 

Interrogatory ninth. When said company sold out lands so purchased by them, how was the transfer 
or transfers made to the individual purchasers? Was it by bond, deed, or a transfer on the books of the 
register and receiver? and was not the name of first purchaser taken from, or omitted in the books cf 
said land office, and the name of the purchaser from the company substituted? And did the officers of 
said land office charge anything for such transfers, and how much, and who paid, and who received said 
charge? 

Interrogatory tenth. What proportion of the land sold at said Chocchuma sales do you suppose was 
purchased by any such company of speculators? and did not said company purchase of the government 
nearly all the lands sold at said sale, or three-fourths of the quantity, or at least half of the quantity so 
sold? State the best estimate you can make on the subject? 

Interrogatory eleventh. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe that the register and receiver 
of the land office at Chocchuma, or either of them, and which one, had notice or were apprised, of the 
existence of said company of speculators, during said land sales? and did either said register or receiver 
use any means, and what means, to suppress said company, or to prevent the effect of their combination 
from operating against the government, in the sales of said land? And where was such company formed, 
and was its existence publicly and generally known at said land office? 

Interrogatory twelfth. What amount of profit do you suppose any officer of said land office, and 
what officer, made by the resales and transfers made by said company? 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Do you recollect to have observed the register and receiver, at said land 
sales, refuse to take the bids of individual purchasers of land, who did not belong to said company of 
speculators, unless such bidder would put up the money at the time of bidding, and before the land was 
stricken off? And was not this rule generally enforced? State particularly all you know on this subject. 

Interrogatory fourteenth, Did you observe anything like favoritism or partiality in the officers of 
of said land office, in conducting said sales, in any case or cases? State all you know on this subject. 

Interrogatory fifteenth. Do, you know, or have you reasons to believe that the officers of said land 
office, at Chocchuma, or either of them, was, directly or indirectly, individually concerned or interested in 
the sales of lands at said public sales, either with said speculators, or otherwise? State all your best 
information on this subject. 

Propounded to Robert McCay and John M. Evans, 14th June, 1834; to John A. Lane and Alfred 
Cox, 16th June, 1834. ‘ 

ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM 8. JONES, 


Commissioners. 





No. 3.—Alfred Cox’s testimony. 
Srate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 
This day, personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Alfred Cox, a citizen of Washington county, State aforesaid, who, being first duly 
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sworn, says, he will true and faithful answers make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to 
him by the commissioner appointed by the Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public 
Lands, to take depositions in cases of frauds on the public lands, in the State aforesaid, &ec., &e. 

Answer to interrogatory first. I was at the land sale at Chocchuma last fall, but do not recollect to 
have ever seen the President’s proclamation, ordering said sale. 

Answer to interrogatory second. 1 am unable to say. 

Answer to interrogatory third. I saw a gentleman by the name of McCall, who informed me he was 
examining the public lands for Major McLamore, of ‘Tennessee; but whether the time at which the sales 
of the public lands were to take place at Chocchuma was generally known at the time, or not, I do not 
know. 

Answer to interrogatory fourth. I know that such a company was formed. The company, as well 
as I recollect, was formed by the individuals signing a written article of agreement, the details of which 
I cannot now recollect, entirely, but the substance of it was as follows, I think: No person was allowed 
to put in less than $100, nor more than $1,000. The aggregate sum thus raised was to constitute a fund 
for the purchase of the public lands then selling. Commissioners (I think four) were appointed to purchase 
at the sales. Treasurers (1 think two) were also appointed to take care of the money of the company; 
those commissioners were to purchase lands for the company. The company consisted of citizens of Mis- 
sissippi, Alabama, and Tennessee, but as to the number, I am unable to say. Nearly all of the spectators 
present, I believe, were of the company; the names of such as I now recollect of, as belonging to the com- 
pany, are, R. J. Walker, of Natchez, Miss.; Thomas Bernard, same place; Thomas G. Ellis, of Miss.; Jas. 
Stewart, of Miss.; Gen, Chambliss, of Miss.; Wm. Trayon, of Miss.; Mr. Beale, of New Orleans, La.; Mr. 
Jemison, of Alabama; Mr Gilchrist, of Alabama, and Dr, Nelson, of Mississippi. My recollections, on 
this point, are very imperfect, as I did not pay any attention to the list of names, when I examined the 
articles of agreement. The terms of association, I understood from the articles of agreement to be, 
that the lands were to be purchased by the commissioners for the company, after the close of the land 
sales. The lands thus purchased, were to be set up and sold at public sale, by the company, to the 
highest bidder, and the profits divided between the members of the company, in proportion to their stezk, 
with this exception: that each settler, who should belong to the company, should be allowed to have, I 
think, one-eighth, to include his improvement, or a part thereof, at the price paid for it by the company. 

“ Answer to interrogatory fifth. 1 do not now recollect whether the individual members of the com- 
pany were permitted by the terms of their association, to bid against each other at the public sale by the 
government, or not; but I presume they were not, as I understood from the gentlemen, composing the 
company, generally, that their sole object was to put down competition. They did not bid against each 
other, to my knowledge, at the sale made by the government. 

Answer to interrogatory sixth. As to the quantity of land purchased, I am unable to say; they bid by 
agents. The commissioners appointed for the purpose, bid for the lands so purchased. ‘The said lands 
were gencrally purchased, whilst I was present, at $1.25 per acre. 

Answer to interrogalory seventh. The formation and existence of the said company, certainly did have 
the effect to prevent competition in the market for said lands; I do believe the government sustained a 
considerable loss in the prices for which said lands sold, but I am unable to form any correct estimate of 
the amount of such loss. 

Answer to interrogatory eighth. The lands purchased by the company, were sold by the company at 
public sale, to the highest bidder: the sale was not confined to the individuals composing the company, 
but whether any person not belonging to the company, became a purchaser, at the said sale, or not, I am 
unable to say. Iam also unable to say what was the average price at which such lands were sold: all 
that I saw sold, was sold at a considerable advance upon the price given for it by the company. 

Answer to interrogatory ninth, I am unable to say. 

Answer to interrogatory tenth. 1 should suppose that the company purchased about three-fourths of 
the land sold at the sales, perhaps more. 

Answer to interrogatory eleventh. I heard the register and receiver of the land office at Choechuma, 
during the sales frequently speak of the company. The said register and receiver did not either of them, 
use any means to suppress said company, or to prevent the effect of their combination from operating 
against the government, in the sale of the said lands, to my knowledge.* The company, I believe, was 
formed in the south room of the upper story of the tavern of Mr, Pratt, in the town of Chocchuma, and its 
existence was generally known of at said land office. 

Answer to interrogatory twelfth. I am unable to form any idea. 

Answer to interrogatory thirteenth. The only instance I recollect of in which the register and receiver 
refused to take the bid of any person, unless the money should be put up at the time of bidding, and 
prior to the striking off of the land, was this: a gentleman, who I understood did not belong to the com- 
pany, bid (1 think) against Mr. Martin, of Tennessee, and the gentleman was required, at the sugges- 

tion of Mr. Martin, to put up the money at the time of bidding, before the land was striken off; but to 
the best of my recollection, this rule was not generally enforced. 

Answer to interrogatory fourteenth. I did not, unless the case of Mr. Martin, contained in my last 
answer, may be so considered; it was so considered by me. 

Answer to interrogatory fifteenth. On that point 1 know nothing of my own knowledge, nor have I 
any information on the subject. 

ALFRED COX. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 16th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


No. 4.—Robert McKay’s testimony. 
Strate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 


This day, personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Robert McKay, a citizen of Hinds county, State aforesaid, and being first duly sworn, 
deposeth and says, he will true and faithful answers make to such interrogatories as may be propounded 





* Except that the register told me, he had applied to Judge Black to examine the articles of agreement of the company, and given 
him his opinion on the subject, and that Judge Black, after examining the articles of agreement, gave it as his opinion, that it was not 
the duty of the register and recciver to take any steps to counteract the effects of the company. 
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to him by the commissioners appointed by the Senate of the United States, through their Committee on 
Public Lands, to take depositions in cases of frauds on the public lands, &c., &e. 

Answer to interrogatory first. T was at the sale of public lands at Chocchuma, which were either in 
October or November last, and the sales took place agreeably to the President’s proclamation, 

Answer to interrogatory second. J do not now recollect, how long said sales were published. Thad 
sufficient time to procure funds for purchasing land at said sales. 1 dv not now know how it affected 
others. 

Answer to interrogatory third. I understood a company of gentlemen from Alabama had been explor- 
ing the lands several months before said sales. The names of those I now recollect were Jamison, Mal- 
colm Gilchrist and others, whose names I cannot recollect. From the State of Mississippi, the following 
gentlemen were exploring the lands a short time before the sales, viz: John M. Evans, two of the Louises, 
and some of the Quins, &c., &c., and many others, whose names I do not now recollect. 

Answer to interrogatory fourth. 1 was informed ihat two companies were formed for the purpose of 
purchasing lands at the recent sales at Chocchuma, which companies I afterwards understood united, 
and formed a joint stock, with a view, as they said, of protecting the actual settler or settlers for the 
land he had improved, provided that the improvement did not exceed two lots or two-eighths of land. 
Said settler or settlers were to hand in the numbers of the land so improved, if they wished to purchase 
it, to the agent or agents of said company; and it was also stipulated, that said settler or settlers were 
not to oppose the agent or agents of said company in the purchase of other lands not embraced in their 
respective improvements. The persons said to be interested were inhabitants of different States, princi- 
pally Mississippi and Alabama. William R. Campbell, of Vicksburgh, and Hiram Cofiee, of Jackson, 
both in the State of Mississippi, named to me that they were interested in said company, and I understood 
many others, namely, Maleolm Gilchrist, and Jamison, of Alabama, Walker and Bernard, of Natchez, 
Mississippi, and other individuals, that it would now be impossible for me to name from recollection. — The 
number composing said company, I have no perfect knowledge of, but from public rumor, they might 
amount to fifty or upwards. 

Answer to interrogatory fifth. T understand not. 

Answer to interrogatory sixth. They bid by agents. I saw the aforesaid Walker and Gilchrist bid- 
ding for land, which 1 understood was for the company, generally at one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre. 

Answer to interrogatory seventh. The formation of said company had the effect of preventing com- 
petition, but on the whole, L think the government sustained no loss from it. 

Answer to interrogatory eighth. 1 lett Chocchuma before the sale of the company’s land took place, 
therefore I have no accurate knowledge of how the business was closed. 

Answer to interrogatory ninth. When the company sold a tract of land, the agent, in whose name 
said tract had been purchased, made a transfer of the receipt of the receiver, for the payment of the pur- 
chase money, which transfer was witnessed by the register, who charged one dollar fur each transfer, 
and the person purchasing from the agent paid it. 

Answer to interrogatory tenth. My knowledge is very imperfect, and I can make no estimate to be 
relied on. 

Answer to interrogatory eleventh. I believe the register and receiver both knew such a company 
was formed, it being a matter of public notoriety. I heard of no efforts being made to suppress the 
formation or intention of said company, by either the register or receiver. Said company was formed at 
Chocchuma. 

Answer to interrogatory twelfth. I have no knowledge of the amount thus made by the transfers on 
certificates to second purchaser or purchasers. 

Answer to interrogatory thirteenth. 1 do not recollect that the register and receiver required persons 
bidding for lands to place money in the hands of the receiver, unless when said purchasers lad previously 
forfeited land bid for. I do not think such sale was generally enforced. 

Answer to interrogatory fourteenth. 1 did not. 

Answer to interrogatory fifteenth. 1 do not know, nor have I any reasons to believe they were; and 
further this deponent saith not. 

ROBERT McCAY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this fourteenth day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOUNSTON, Justice of the Peace. 


No. 5.—John A. Lane’s testimony. 
Srate or Mississtprt, Hinds County: 

This day, personally appeared before me, Henry G, Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Jolin A. Lane, who being first duly sworn, deposeth and says, he will true and faithful 
answers make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the 
Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions. 

Answer to jirst interrogatory. 1 was at the recent public land sales at Chocchuma, which took place 
on the 21st October, as advertised. 

Answer to second interrogatory. If my memory serve me right, I saw the first procamlation of those 
sales ina Washington paper, about six weeks previous to the time appointed for the sales to commence, 
which would have given time for the citizens to have been apprised of the sales, at least those who had 
access to the newspapers; and I should say, from the quantity of funds upon the ground at the time of 
the sales, ample time to procure funds; for, in my opinion, there was upwards of one million dollars taken 
to those sales. 

Answer to third interrogatory. I do not know that there was any examination of lands, prior to the 
proclamation of the sales, by speculators, but that there were persons examining the country I have no 
doubt; but as to names or residence T have no knowledge, nor have I any that such was the fact. 

Answer to fourth interrogatory. I know that there were sundry companies formed for the purchase of 
public lands at said sales, amongst the persons attending them, which were formed generally by verbal 
agreement, except in one or two instances in which there was a small article drawn, and signed by a 
large majority of the members of said company, though not all; as well as I recollect, the numbers com- 
prising said companies varied from two to some ten, twenty, and in one instance to a much larger num- 
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ber, though the precise number I do not recollect or even know, but to perhaps fifty or one hundred per- 
sons. I was a member of sundry companies myself. R. J. Walker, of Natchez, Adams county, Missis- 
sippi, Thomas Barnard, of ditto, Thomas G. Ellis, of ditto, Jno. C. McLemore, of Tennessee, W. R. Camp- 
bell, W. FH. Sims, Benj. Hatch, Thomas Rigby, Caborn Steel, William Vick, all of Warren county; John 
J. McCaughan, James McLauren, John B. Payton, William Cargill, Dr. William Gwin, all of Hinds county, 
Mississippi; Thomas J. Kirkman, a Mr. Binford and Smith, Anthony Winston, and Malcom Gilchrist, of 
Alabama, county and places of residence not known. Many of the above given names were the repre- 
sentatives of absent persons not known, or if known, not recollected. The terms of association were 
different in all the companies, or nearly so, of which I have any knowledge, or was concerned in; the 
rights of many members of the company who were occupants, were respected; and said persons so occu- 
pying, were allowed to take their places at the cost price paid government. In many instances the lands 
bid in by said company, were sold out to the highest bidder without respect to membership; and in some 
instances when resold, were confined to the members of said company. This is as near as I can recolleet. 

Answer to fifth interrogatory. It is my impression that it was forbid that members of the same com- 
pany should oppose each other in bidding at sales of the public lands; but in some instances such was 
the case, which I saw and experienced myself. 

Answer to sirth interrogatory. As to the quantity of lands purchased at said sales by said companies, 
I have not the least idea. But by far the largest portion sold at the said office, was bid in by said 
companies, and generally at $1.25; but in some instances as high as three, four and seven, and even more 
dollars, were paid per acre by said companies to government. Each company generally had some two to 
five persons to bid in the lands for them; and Messrs. Walker, Ellis, Jamison, Gilchrist, Lane and others, 
were bidders. 

Answer to seventh interrogatory. The formation of said companies, no doubt, prevented competi- 
tion in market, and may have been a loss to government; but my own opinion is, that though she may have 
lost on that score, she sold a large quantity of lands which the purchasers would now be glad to revert 
back to government, even in some instances where it only cost the minimum price of $1.25, and which 
said lands would not be entered if now vacant, though perhaps the portion is small. I can form no esti- 
mate of the loss to the government, if any. 

Answer to eighth interrogatory. The sundry companies made sundry dispositions; in some instances 
sold them out at private, in others at public sale; the average price for which said lands sold was at an 
advance on cost of from 25 to 50 per cent, In some cases cost only obtained, and in others only fifty to 
seventy cents per acre, though in many instances one and two hundred per cent were paid. 

Answer to ninth tnterrogatory. The transfers were made generally by assignment of certificate, done 
before the register, and so entered by him in his tract book, the original purchaser making the assign- 
ment; in some few instances the original name was not known. When transfers were made before the 
receipts were issued, there was a charge made by the register, who made nearly all the transfers, or 
quite all I saw made, of one dollar in some instances for each receipt transferred, and in some instances 
no charge was made. I paid for some one dollar, others seventy-five cents, and for others nothing. 

Answer to tenth interrogatory. I should say at least one-half to two-thirds of the land sold at said 
sales, was bought by said sundry companies. ' 

Answer to eleventh interrogatory. 1 do not know that either the register or receiver of said office 
had notice, or was apprised of the existence of said company. I saw persons upon the ground who did 
not know it until after the sales of the day, and from day to day were over, at least 1 was interrogated 
to know about it. On several occasions | have heard the register say he would stop the sales if he dis- 
covered a combination; that he did or did not know it I cannot say; had the officers been out doors they 
might have stood a chance to discover it; but the opportunities within were bad, 

Answer to twelfth interrogatory. I have no idea of the amount received for transfers. 

Answer to thirteenth interrogatory. There were several bids refused on the grounds of a deposit 
being demanded by the opposing bidder, and not made; but who the parties were I do not recollect, 
except in one instance: Mr. Marsh, who, I think, did not belong to the company, or at least if so, I am 
unable to say; and in another instance A, S. Campbell, who, if not then, was afterwards a member of the 
company or Companies, 

Answer to fourteenth interrogatory. 1 did not observe any partiality or favoritism in either of the 
officers. There was censure imputed in some cases where deposits were demanded by the opposing 
bidders, and that demand enforced by the register; where threats were made, reasonable calculation upon 
a forfeiture to the goves ment, as was the case in some instances, 

Answer to fifteent cilerrogatory. 1 do not know that either of the officers was interested in said 
company sales. 1 know that each of them was a bidder for land, and that without competition. 


JOUN A, LANE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 16th day of June, 183 


IENRY G. JOUNSTON, J. P. 


No, 6, 
Srate or Mrsstsstppt, Zinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G, Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, John M. Evans, who being first duly sworn, deposeth and says, he will true and faith- 
ful answers make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by 
the Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions in cases 
of frauds on the public lands, &e. 

Answer to interrogatory the first. T was at the sales of the public lands at Choechuma, I think in 
October last, which, I believe, were made in accordance with the President’s proclamation. 

Answer to interrogatory the second. 1 do not now recollect how long public notice was given of the 
sales, prior to their taking place; but I think sufficient time for all who wished to purchase lands, to avail 
themselves of the means of so doing, as there were persons from all parts of Mississippi, and from seve- 





John M. Evans’ testimony. 


ral adjoining States, commanding more capital than was ever supposed to be at any one sale. 

Answer to interrogatory the third. 1 believe there were a great many, who, judging probably from 
the progress of the surveys and other causes, that the sales would take place some time last fall, were 
exploring the country prior to the time of their publication; but I could not name any person in particular. 
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A short time after the publication of the sales, or some short time before, I do not recollect which, I was 
engaged in exploring the country that constituted a part of that which was to be sold at Choechuma, and 
at the time I arrived in that section of country, there were several hundred persons engaged in the same 
business. But to point ont any individual that I knew to be there before the publication of the sales 
referred to, is more than I am able to do. 

Answer to interrogatory the fourth. About the second or third day after the sales commenced, a 
company, designated as the Choecchuma Land Company, was formed, by entering into a written agreement, 
containing, as well as I recollect, (in substance) the following stipulations: that each member of the 
company should deposit with the commissioners of the company, at the time of signing the articles of agree- 
ment, one thousand dollars, to be called one share in the general stock; and that no one person should be 
permitted to hold more than one share. The company were to be represented by Robert J. Walker and 
T. G. Ellis, of Natchez, and Malcolm Gilchrist and Robert Jemison, of Alabama; that the lands purchased 
for the company were to be bid for by the aforesaid representatives or agents, and no other; the lands so 
bought were to be set up at a subsequent sale, free for all persons to bid, who wished to purchase; and, 
at the closing of the transactions of the second sale, each member was to draw an equal proportion of 
the profits arising therefrom. Such lands as were settled on were excepted, there being a provision, that 
all settlers who would give in the numbers of their land to the company, should be entitled to one-eighth, 
or as much as a quarter section, if their improvements covered so much, at government price. The 
number composing the company was between one hundred and fifty and two hundred. Some of the 
names of the company are as follows: Malcolm Gilchrist, Robert Jemison, from the Alabama; R J. Walker, 
Mr. Ellis, Mr. Bernard, Wiley Davis, Hiram Coffee, J. A. McRoon, William Trahern, James C, Dickson, 
Thomas H. Williams, Richard Cordell, Benjamin Bugg, and J. and J. A. Lane, of Mississippi; and, I am 
under the impression, Mr. McLemore of Tennessee. The others I cannot now recollect. Subsequent to 
the formation of this company, there were several others formed, composed of few members. The stipu- 
lations, I believe, were similar to those of the first, with the addition of other names, who, as well as I 
remember, were the following: R. J. Campbell, W. Sims, Jacob Oats, Mr. Blanton, John B. Peyton, G. 
Gray, Mr. Steel, of Mississippi. 

Answer to interrogatory the fifth. They were not, as already answered in the fourth interrogatory. 

Answer to interrogatory the sixth. As to what quantity of land was bought by the company, 1 cannot 
say. The lands, as previously stated, were bid off by the agents of the company; the greater part of 
which was bid off at one dollar and seventy-five cents per acre; the remainder ranging from that price to 
about four dollars. 

Answer to interrogatory the seventh. Competition was prevented, of course, between the members 
of the company. The loss sustained by the government cannot possibly be known; but I would suppose 
a considerable amount. 

Answer to interrogatory the eighth. The lands bought, as before stated, were sold to the highest 
bidder at public sale, by the first company spoken of; but, at the others, they were sold to the highest 
bidder among themsclves. 

Answer to interrogatory the ninth. The land purchased was transferred to the second purchaser by 
a transfer of the ceftificate, in presence of the register. The name of the person who first purchased, 
was registered as the purchaser from government. The register charged one dollar for each transfer 
made before him. I paid that amount, and suppose he charged others the same. Col. W. Gwin was the 
register who received the compensation above stated, 

Answer to interrogatory the tenth. 1 suppose about two-thirds. 

Answer to interrogatory the eleventh. It being a matter of public notoriety, they must have known 
it. I do not know that they used any means, at that time, to prevent the effects of its organization. But 
I have been intormed that Col. Gwin mentioned the subject to Judge Black, telling him that he had an 
idea that it would be improper to proceed with the sale, and, upon consultation with him, after having 
examined the law on the subject, they were both of opinion that nothing had occurred to render the sales 
unlawful. 

Answer to interrogatory the twelfth. 1 cannot say. 

Answer to interrogatory the thirteenth. Sometimes, at the suggestion of other persons, I believed 
a deposit was called for. But I think it was only when the officers had reason to believe the bidder 
intended to forfeit it, that a deposit was called for. 

Answer to interrogatory the fourteenth. 1 do not know that they showed partiality in their official 
proceedings; at least, am not able to point out any particular instance, 

Answer to interrogatory the fifteenth. I know nothing of the facts, if any such exist. And further, 
this deponent saith not. 

J. EVANS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 14th June, 1834. 


HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J.P. 


No. 7.—S. W. Dickson’s testimony. 
State oF Mississippi, ZZinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to Samuel W. Dickson, receiver of public moneys at Mount Salus land 
office, examined as a witness touching any malconduct on the part of the several registers and receivers 
of the several land offices in the State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the hon, Senate of the 
United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. When was the purchase money placed to the credit of government for north half, 
east half, southeast quarter, section 12, and south half, west half, northeast quarter, same section, town- 
ship seven, range three west; waere was said purchase money paid, by whom, and how much per acre? 

Interrogatory second, When was the purchase money placed to the credit of government for the 
west half, southeast quarter, section twenty; and north half, cast half, northeast quarter, section twenty- 
nine, township seven, range three west; by whom paid, and how much per acre? 

Interrogatory third. Was the purchase money been paid to government for south half, east half, 
southeast quarter, section twenty-one, and the east half, southeast quarter, section seventeen, township 
seven, range three west? If so, state every particular. 

Interrogatory fourth. When was the purchase money placed to the credit of government for the east 
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half, northeast quarter, section twenty; and the west half, northwest quarter, section twenty-one, town- 
ship seven, range two cast; by whom paid, and how much per acre? 

Interrogatory juth. When was the purchase money paid to government for the north half, east half, 
southwest quarter, section thirty-six, township six, range two west; by whom, how much per acre, and 
who owns the south half of said eighth? 

Interrogatory sirth, When was the purchase money placed to the credit of government for the west 
half, northwest quarter, section twenty-one, and the east half, northeast quarter, section twenty, town- 
ship seven, range two east; by whom, and how much per acre? 

Interrogatory seventh, When did government receive a credit for northwest and west half, northeast 
quarter, section thirty-three, and cast half, southeast quarter, and east half, northwest quarter, section 
thirty-two, township seven, range two cast; who now owns said land, and how much was paid per acre? 

Interrogatory eighth. When did government receive a credit, and how much per acre, for the south- 
rast quarter, section twenty-seven, and the northeast quarter of section thirty-four, township ten, range 
four east; by whom entered? 

Interrogatory ninth, Do you consider land purchased of the government, under any circumstances, 
common in a land office, before the purchase money is actually paid for said land? 

Interrogatory tenth. Do you know of, or have you any reasons to believe, any register or receiver of 
the several land offices (yourself excepted) has, at any time, been guilty of malconduct in office, contrary 
to the land laws of the United States, and the duties of their oflice? if so, state every particular. 

Propounded June 19, 1854. 

WM. S. JONES, 
J. CALDWELL, 


Commissioners. 


Srate oF Mississippt, Hinds County: 

Answers to interrogatories propounded by W. 8S. Jones, commissioner, touching the malpractice in 
office of any of the officers of the Mount Salus land office. 

Answer to first tnterrogatory. On examination of the books in receiver's office, I find east half, south- 
east quarter, and west half, northeast quarter, section twelve, township seven, range three west, entered 
on 22d November, 1833, in the name of Rufus B. Powe, at $1.25 per acre. 

Answer to second interrogatory. The entry alluded to in the above interrogatory, is on the books in 
the name W.S. Jones, for west half, southeast quarter, section twenty, township seven, range three west, 
on 3d January, 1833, at $1.25 per acre; and, on same date, in the name of Jacob Williams, north half 
east half, northeast quarter, section twenty-nine, township seven, range three west, and at the same rate 
per acre, 

Answer to third interrogatory. 1 do not find an entry on the books for the land described in the third 
interrogatory. 

Answer to fourth interrogatory. On examination in the books, I find east half, northeast quarter, 
section twenty, and the west half, northwest quarter, section twenty-one, township seven, range two, 
vast, entered in the names of Joseph Dunbar and David Hunt, by joint entry, on 24th July, 1833, at $1.25 
per acre, 

Answer to fifth interrogatory. The entry on the books for north half, east half, southwest quarter, 
section thirty-six, township six, range two west, is in the name of Samuel Gwin, on 29th August, 1838, 
at $1.25 per acre; and the south half of east half of southwest quarter, is entered in the name of Robert 
Matthews, 11th October, 1852. 

Sixth interrogatory answered in fourth answer. 

Answer to seventh interrogatory. The books aforesaid represent the entry in the name of Burruss 
Haley, for northwest quarter, and west half, northeast quarter, section thirty-three, and east half, south- 
east quarter, and east half, northwest quarter, section thirty-two, township seven, range two east, at 
$1.25 per acre, on 28th February, 1833. 

Answer to eighth interrogatory. The entry for southeast quarter, section twenty-seven, and the north- 
east quarter, section thirty-four, township ten, range four east, is in the name of George C. Dameron, at 
$1.25 per acre, on the 13th of September, 1838, as entered in the register of this office. 

Answer to ninth interrogatory. 1 am of opinion that when the purchaser, on presenting the applica- 
tion from the register’s oflice to the receiver, and has actually paid the receiver the purchase money, he 
is entitled to the land, and the purchase is complete; or I am also of opinion, that when the purchaser, 
on presenting his application as aforesaid, obtains the receiver’s receipt, in the usual way, he is a bona 
fide purchaser of the land, and the receiver is charged to the government for the purchase money. 

Answer to tenth interrogatory. For answer to the above interrogatory, I would remark that until I 
came into the land office, ] knew of no conduct in the officers, except as regards my own entries of land, 
which were conducted, in every particular, as I thought, with the utmost fairness. Since I have been in 
office, 1 have seen no conduct of my colleague, who has been in office ever since I have, in the slightest 
degree fraudulent, or done, as I believe, with the least impurity of motive. 

Ss. W. DICKSON. 

June 19, 1834. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, Anthony B. Shelby, acting justice of the peace for the county 


and State aforesaid, this 19th June, 1834. 
A. B. SHELBY, J. P. 


By Hiram G. Runnels, Governor of the State of Mississippi, to all who shall see these presents: 
Be it known, that A. B. Shelby was a justice of the peace from the 16th to the 19th day of June, 
inclusive, in and for the county of Hinds, and that full faith and credit are due to all his acts as such. 
Given under my hand and the great seal of the said State, at Jackson, the 20th day of June, 1834. 
By the governor: H. G. RUNNELS.  [seaz.] 
Davin Dickson, Secretary of Slate. 
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No. 8.—T. L. Sumerall’s testimony. 
Srare or Misstssipp1, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to Thomas L. Sumerall, present register of the Mount Salus land office, 
State aforesaid, touching any malpractice on the part of the several registers and receivers of the several 
land offices, in the State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United 
States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Tnterrogatory first. When you took charge of the Mount Salus land office in the latter part of April, 
1833, how long was it before you discovered that a considerable quantity of land had been marked sold 
upon the maps of survey, but which, in fact, was not sold; how many pieces of land, thus marked, have 
you detected upon said maps; how much is still thus marked; and how much of this marked land has 
since been entered, and in fact sold? 

Interrogatory second. What quantity of land, thus marked, was so marked while the office was in 
the care of your predecessors in office, and how much was marked under each one, according to the best 
estimate you can make, and how much was marked by each one, in his own handwriting? 

Interrogatory third, 1s meer any record in your office, of any of your predecessors informing the 
Secretary of the Treasury, or the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that a considerable qu: antity 
of land was marked sold, which was not sold? and what disposition did your immediate predecessor 
make of land, thus marked, when applied ee ? 

Interrogator y fourth. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, any officer of said office ever 
marked land sold, when, in fact, said ‘se was not sold, with a view of profit to himself, or for the benefit 
of others, and did re present said land, thus marked so/d, as in truth sold, when applie .d for, and inquired 
after, by persons looking for vacant land? State particularly what ofticer may thus have acted, and 
every case in which you either know, or have reasons to believe, such was the fact. 

Interrogatory fifth. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, that any officer of said office ever 
agreed to save or enter any tract or tracts of vaeant land, for any person; and with an understanding 
they or he was to receive a per cent for so doing? If so, did said officer or officers make payment to 
the government at the time of making the agreement to save said land; or did he or they only mark said 
tract or tracts of land sold upon the maps of survey, so as to induce inquirers for vacant land to believe 
said land, thus marked, was sold, when, in fact, it was not sold? 

Interrogatory sixth. [R. B. P.] Was the north half, east half, southeast quarter, section twelve, 
township seven, range three west, and the south half, west half, northeast quarter, same section, town- 
ship and range, marked sold upon the maps of survey, when said land, in fact, was not sold, when you 
took charge of said office? If so, state how you think said land came to be marked in that manner , and 
what induced you to permit its entry, without waiting to receive instructions from the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office; and also, what information you received from any person concerned in said 
Mount Salus land office, relative to said lands being thus marked; and also, who now owns said land, 
and when it was entered; and also state in whose handwriting do you think said land was thus marked. 

Interrogatory seventh, [R. M.] When you took charge of said office, what mark or writing was on 
north half, east half, southwest quarter, section thirty-six, township six, range two west; who now owns 
said land: when was it entered; and was said mark or writing on said land prior to its being paid for; 
and also state what information you received relative to said lands, having said writing upon it? 

Interrogatory eighth. [J. W.| When was west half, southeast quarter, section twenty, township 
seven, range three west, and north half, east half, northeast quarter, section twenty-nine, same township 
and range, entered; and also, were south half, east half, southeast quarter, section twenty-one, township 
seven, range three ‘west, and east half, southeast quarter, section seve ntecn, same township and range, 
marked sold upon the maps of survey; how you think it thus came marked sold, in whose handwriting 
is said mark, and for what purpose was it made; and also, what information have you had relative to 
said mark, from any person concerned in the office, and what is now the situation of said land? 

Interrogatory ninth. [W.T. L.] Was the west half, northwest quarter, section twenty-one, town- 
ship seven, range two east, and the east half, northeast quarter, section twenty, same township and 
range, marked sold upon the maps of survey, when said land was not sold; and in whose handwriting 
is the mark of sale made upon said land; who now owns it, and in whose name is it now entered? State 
every particular of said land. 

Interrogatory tenth. [A. McCay,] Were certain tracts of land, situate near a certain steam saw- 
mill, owned by John B. Pittman and Samuel Gwin, late register of this office, marked sold, when, in fact, 
they were not sold? If so, state when you discovered said mark of sale upon them, what information 
you received relative to said marks, for whose benefit they were intended, when said land was _ in fact 
entered, who now owns it, and what induced you to erase the mark of sale from said land, and whether 
or not you had received instructions from the department for making the erasure. 

Interrogatory eleventh. [B. Haley.] When do the records of your office show that northwest quarter 
and west half, northeast quarter, section thirty-three, and east half, southeast quarter, and east half, 
northwest quarter of section thirty-two, township seven, range two east, was entered, by whom, and 
how much per acre? 

Interrogatory twelfth. When do the records of your office show the entry of southeast quarter, sec- 
tion twenty-seven, and the northeast quarter of section thirty-four, township ten, range four east, by 
whom, how much per acre, was said land marked sold upon the maps of survey, before the purchase 
money was paid to government, in whose handwriting do you suppose the mark of sold is made? If so, 
and said land was marked sold, before it was in truth sold, how came it to be entered without we iting to 
receive instructions from the Commissioner of the General Land Offic e, permitting its entry; and also, 
what information have you received relative to said land, from any person who ever did business in your 
office, either as principal or deputy. 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Is a certain half-eighth of land near to, or adjacent to, the land mentioned 
in interrogatory twelfth, for which Thomas Griffin has deposited money, marked sold upon the maps of 
survey, but the sale of which cannot be traced to any other book in the office, marked sold? If so, state 
in whose handwriting you think said mark of sale was made, and what information you ever received 
from any person, who ever may have done business in said office, cither as principal or deputy. 

Interrogatory fourteenth. Have you ever been informed that any person or persons, were ever allowed 
to place, or have placed, a private mark upon vacant land, which such person or persons intended, at some 
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subsequent time, to purchase of the government? If so, state what person or persons Lad said privilege, 
what was the intention of said priv ate mark, what register allowed it, and ever y particular relating 
thereto. 

Interrogatory fifteenth. From your examination of the books of said Mount Salus land office, and 
from information otherwise obtained, do you think your predecessors in office have faithfully discharged 
the duties required of them as registers of said office? State ever y partic ular, if from the records of “the 
office, refer; if from information otherwise obtained, state your inform: ition; and also, whether you think 
said registers have always acted, in the discharge of their ‘official duties, with strict justice between man 
and man, and equal justice towards the government, whose agents they were; and also give the name of 
any register who may have been guilty of such malconduct. 

Interrogator y sixteenth. Do you know of any malconduct, on the part of any of the several regis- 
ters or receivers of this State, (yourself exce pted)? If so, state ¢ very particular. 

Interrogatory seventeenth. What mark or writing is put upon land sold, to show the sale of said 
land, in the Mount Salus land office? 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Do the records of your office show that Samuel Gwin and George B. 
Dameron, or either of them, owned, in November or De cember, 1832, the southeast quarter of section 
twenty-seven, and the northeast qui arter of section thirty-four, township ten, range four east, or any half 
section of land in the neighborhood, or lying near the above described land? If so, give the numbers of 
said land then owned by them, and every particular, 


Propounded 18th June, 1834. 
WM. 8S. JONES, 
ISAAC CALDW E LL, 


Commissioners. 


Srate or Mrsstsstprr, (inds County: 


Answers of Thomas L. Sumerall to the interrogatories propounded to him by William S. Jones, com- 
missioner appointed by the Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, 

Answer to interrogatory the first. In the course of a month or two I discovered a considerable 
quantity of tracts marked on the maps of the office, which, upon inquiry of the General Land Office, 
proved to be not sold. Of lands thus marked IT have detected as much as twe nty-one eighths, the whole 
of which, I believe, has since been sold. And, upon a late comparison of maps with the tract books of 
the office, I have discovered about one hundred and thirty-six eighths of land marked on the maps as sold, 
that are not tract. 

Answer to interrogatory the second, As to the time the marks were made, I cannot say, but I 
believe they were nearly all made before I took possession of the office. As to the handwriting, or under 
whose time as register, I cannot say with any degree of certainty; however, I believe that from the great 
variety of appearances in those marks, mi ny of them were made by other persons than those in charge 
of the office; a considerable quantity of them appear to be in the handwriting of Samuel Gwin, some in 
the handwriting of George B. Dameron, and some in the handwriting of Gideon Fitz, and perhaps some 

in the handwriting of S. D. Hays; but as to the quantity of marks made by each one, is, from their 
numerous appearances, impossib ile to determine. 

Answer to interrogatory the third. 1 find a copy of a letter purporting the original to have been 
sent to the General Land Office, a list of marks found on the maps, which corresponding tracts had not 
been entered on the tract books, and appears to be dated March 5, 1832. As for what disposition Colonel 
Gwin, who was then register, made of said lands, when application was made for them, I do not know. 

Answer to interrogatory the fourth. 1 believe that the maps have been marked in many places, 
indicating the lands to be sold, when in fact they were not sold; but what the views of the officers that 
made such marks were, I do not know. The north half, east half, southwest fourth of section thirty-six, 
township six, range two west, when I came into the office, was marked Gwin; and, upon inquiry, Colonel 
Gwin told me that it was not sold, but that he had marked it for himself, intending, so soon as I should 
take my post, and did some time afterwards, enter said tract of land. G. B. Dameron also marked the 
maps, which circumstance will be explained in my answer to interrogatory the sixth. 

Answer to interrogatory the fifth. 1 know of no such circumstance, 

Answer to interrogatory the sixth. The east half; southeast fourth, and the west half, northeast 
fourth of section twelve, township seven, range three west, were marke d on the maps as sold, when I 
took charge of said office. The reason why I permitted said lands to be entered without waiting to have 
instructions from the General Land Office, is that G. B. Dameron indicated to me that he had marked it 
for R. B. Powe, who he expected would enter it; and the said mark on the map does appear to be in the 
handwriting of G. B. Dameron. The said land was entered by Rufus B. Powe on the 22d November, 
1833. , 

Answer to interrogatory the seventh. For my answer as to the mark, &c., see my answer to inter- 
rogatory the fourth. The said tract was ente red by Samuel Gwin, on the 10th of August, 1833; however, 
the receipt having been misplaced at that time, the entry was not closed until the 29th of the same month. 

Answer to interrogatory the eighth. The ‘west half, southeast fourth of section twenty, and the 
north half, east half, northeast fourth, twenty-nine, both of township seven, range three west, were 
entered, (as appears by the records of this office, ) on the 3d day of January, 1833. The east half, south- 

east qui arter of section seventeen, and the south half, east half, southeast quarter of section twenty-one, 
both of township seven, range three west, were marked sold, I think, before I came into office, but how 
they came marked I know not; I believe the mark on the east half, southeast fourth of section seventeen, 
is in the handwriting of George B. Dameron. Application has been made and the money deposited on 
the two tracts, last above named, and now waits instructions from the General Land Office. 

Answer to interrogatory the ninth. | know nothing of said marks, except that I perceive by the 
books of the office, that it was entered by J. Dunbar and David Hunt on the 24th of July, 1833, at which 
time George C. Dameron attended to my office in my absence; by whose hand the marks were made I 
‘cannot tell, 

Answer to interrogatory the'tenth. There are two or three eighths of land lying in sections ten and 
fifteen, in township five, range two west, near where I suppose the said steam saw-mill is situate, about 
which John B. Pittman and Alexander McC ay had some contention, a part of which has since been entered 
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by John B. Pittman and Samuel Gwin, in copartnership, and a part by Alexander McCay. The balance 
contained in said interrogatory I cannot answer. 

Ansiver to interrogatory the eleventh. According to the records of this office, the northwest fourth 
and west half, northeast quarter of section thirty-three, township seven, range two east, and the east 
half, southeast fourth, and east half, northwest quarter of section thirty-two, same township and range, 
were entered onthe 28th of February, 1833, by Burruss Haly, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, 

Answer to interrogatory the tivelfth. According to the records of the office, the southeast quarter 
of section twenty-seven, and the northeast quarter of section thirty-four, both in township ten, range four 
east, were entered on the 11th of September, 1833, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, T can 
neither tell who marked said tracts on the maps as sold, nor when it was marked. At the time said 
lands were entered I was part of the time confined with sickness, and was very seldom in the office, 
never received any information relative to said entry, until rehearsed by Ramsey Cox, whose testimony 
has been taken on the subject. I believe at the time the entry was made, George C, Dameron super- 
intended in my office. 

Answer to interrogatory the thirteenth. The north half, west half, northwest quarter of section 
thirty-ive, township ten, range four cast, is marked sold on the maps, which entry cannot be found on 
the tract books, upon which Thomas Griffin has made a deposit to wait instructions from the general 
land office; the handwriting of said mark resembles that of Samuel Gwin. I have never received informa- 
tion on this subject save that from the testimony of Cox aforesaid. 

Answer to interrogatory the fourteenth. 1 have been told by some person, but do not recollect 
whom, that several persons had put private marks on certain tracts of land, as designated on the maps, 
which they intended at some future time to enter, IT understood that Joseph Dunbar had thus marked 
the maps, but whether or not it was a privilege allowed by the register Ldo not know. Those marks 
were made before I took charge of the office, but I cannot say who was register at the time. 

Answer to interrogatory the jifteenth. No answer. 

Answer to interrogatory the siateenth. 1 know of none, 

Answer to interrogatory the seventeenth. Sometimes the purchaser’s name is put upon the map to 
indicate the tract sold, but more commonly the letter S is put upon the maps for that purpose, 

Answer to interrogatory the eighteenth. T know of none, nor do the records show any. 

T. L. SUMERALL, Register DL. O. Mt. Salus, Miss. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th June, 1834. 


A, B. SHELBY, J. P. 


No. 9.—William T. Lindsay’s testimony. 
Srate oF Misstsstpr1, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to William T. Lindsay,* of Madison county, a witness, called and 
examined touching the conduct of the several officers of the several land offices in the State aforesaid, 
by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on 
Publie Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Wave you any knowledge of any officer at Mount Salus land office refusing any 
applying for vacant land, permission to enter said vacant land? If so, state who was the officer; give 
the numbers of said land, and say who now owns said land, and everything relating thereto. 


Propounded 12th June, 1854. 
WM. 8S. JONES, 
SAAC CALDWELL, 


Commissioners. 


Srate or Misstsstprt, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G, Johuston, an acting justice of the peace, for said 
county and State, William T. Lindsay, who being first duly sworn, says he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commission appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions of witnesses in case 
of frauds on the public lands, &c., &e. 

Answer to interrogatory first. On or about the 31st day of December, 1832, I applied to Samuel 
Gwin, the register of the land office at Mount Salus, to enter east half, northeast quarter, section twenty, 
and the west half, northwest half, section twenty-one, township seven, range two east. My brother 
owned an eighth of land joining these, broadside to the cast, and I knew that by getting these two 
eighths, the three together would sell well. Upon looking at said two cighths, I found that both were 
marked with the letter 8. T asked him (Gwin) who had entered said land, and to let me see the books, 
and know who had entered it. He said it was too much trouble, and he would not examine the books; 
and that after the next week he should have a room made and would Jock up the books, and when peo- 
ple applied for land, if it was vacant, they should have it; if not, they should not have it. That ruffled 
me a little, and I told him he could do as he pleased about it. Some time in July, 1833, Littleberry R. 
Stark, of Madison county, called and told me I was mistaken about the land’s being entered, for which 
I had applied, and which Gwin, the register, had told me was entered; for he (Stark) had himself seen 
the very same land entered the evening before. The records of the said land office now show that that 
very same land was entered by Joseph Dunbar and David Hunt, of Jefferson county, on the 24th of July, 
1833. I consider i thus lost $1,400 by not getting the land as above described, which Gwin, the register, 
insisted was entered when I applied for it; said Jand was then marked sold. There are several other 
persons who know the facts of this transaction; furthermore deponent saith not. 


his 
WILLIAM T. & LINDSAY. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subseribed before me, this 12th day of June, 1834. 


HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


J am acquainted with this deponent, William T. Lindsay. He is a man of truth and veracity. 
ISAAC CALDWELIM. 


* See interrogatory ninth to Thomas L. Sumerall, and his answer thereto. 
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No. 10.—Elisha Lott’s testimony. 
Srare oF Mississtppt, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Elisha Lott, a citizen of Madison county, called and examined 
as a witness touching the maleonduct of the several registers and receivers of the several land offices of 
the State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through 
their Committee on Public Lands. = 

Interrogatory first. Do you ever recollect to have heard either the register or receiver of the 
Mount Salus land office offer to sell southeast quarter, section twenty-seven, and the northeast quarter, 
section thirty-four, township ten, range four east, or any land lying near it? If so, state all you know of 
said offer of sale, by said register or receiver, the tine of said offer, &e., &e. 

Answer to interrogatory first. About November or December, 1832, I was in the Mount Salus land 
office, and heard either the register or receiver say, ‘ We have a haif section of land which we will sell.” 
They asked $1.75 or $2.00 per acre, I think. Lam not certain said land was the southeast quarter, 
section twenty-seven, and northeast quarter, section thirty-four, township ten, range four east; but am 
disposed to think that was the land, at least, the half section offered for sale was near the above land. 
The offer was made to Mr. Hill Jones, and he and myself went to a Mr. Warren’s, in Madison county, 
near the above land, and from there went to look for the register’s land, as it was called in the neighbor- 
hood, and believe we found it. And, now, from examining the different entries on the maps of survey, I 
think it the very land we looked at, and which Mr. Jones was offered by cither the register or receiver, 
if not the southeast quarter, section twenty-seven, and northeast quarter, section thirty-three, township 
ten, range four east, must lie very near it. Samuel Gwin was tlie register and George B. Dameron, 
receiver, When one or the other offered the above land for sale. My impression at this time is that the 
land offered Mr. Jones, and which we went to examine, lay in the same section, but of this I cannot be 
very certain, as Thave not had the numbers of the land, and am influenced principally by the neighbor- 
hood in which it lies. 

Propounded Lith June, 183 





ELISHA LOTT (of Lott's Mills). 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 17th day of June, 1834. 





A. B. SHELBY, J. P. 
WILLIAM S. JONES. 


This deponent is well known, being the proprietor of Lott’s mills, Copiah county, Mississippi. 
[See the answer of Thomas L. Sumerall, to interrogatory eighteenth, propounded by him.] 


No. 11.—Ramsey M. Cox’s testimony. 
Srate or Misstsstprt, ZZinds County: 

Interrogatorics to be propounded to Ramsey M. Cox,* a citizen of Madison county, State aforesaid, 
called and examined as a witness, touching the transactions of the officers of the land office at Mount 
Salus, State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through 
their Committee on Publie Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Did you ever purchase any tract or tracts of land of the register and receiver of 
the land office, at Mount Salus, and did you pay the money; or in what manner did you make the pur- 
chase; did you reecive a deed for said land, or did you receive a bond for title? If so, state all and 
every particular of said transaction, and who were the officers that sold you said land. 

Interrogatory second, Do you know, or have you any reason te believe, said land did not belong to 
said men that sold it to you, and did you ever receive a deed from them? State every further particular 
of said case or cases, 

Propounded I1th June, 1854. 

WILLIAM 8. JONES, Commissioner. 


Srate or Misstsstrri, Hinds County: 

This day, personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Ramsey M. Cox, who being first duly sworn, saith he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions of witnesses in cases 
of frauds on the public lands, &e., &e. 

Answer to first interrogatory. A gentleman informed me Mr. Dameron and Gwin owned some valu- 
able land, lying near some he, (Mr. Harper,) owned; and they, (Dameron and Gwin,) had requested him 
to sell it for them. I went up and looked at the land, and came on down to purchase it. I asked Messrs. 
Dameron and Gwin, the receiver and register of the Mount Salus land office, if they owned the southeast 
quarter, section twenty-seven, township ten, range four east, and the northeast quarter of section thirty-four, 
same township and range. ‘This was about the 15th of December, 1832. They told me they owned said 
land. I asked them what they would take for said land; they said seven hundred dollars; [ asked them 
about the time of payment; they offered to take one hundred and fifty dollars in cash, and the balance in 
equal payment, half in three months, and the other half in six months. I agreed to do it. I paid them 
one hundred and fifty dollars down. They did not take my notes, but gave me their joint bond, and 
both of them signed their own names to it; and in said bond it was agreed that when I paid the amount 
that would be due in three months, and also the amount that was due in six months, they or their heirs, 
executors, &c., were to make me a title to said land above described. I then told them I wanted to enter 
a halfeighth adjoining. They told me to go and make affidavit before Esquire Bond, before I could enter 
it. I did so, and when I came back I asked them for the certificate for it. They said it did not matter 
about that, they would include it in the bond, and could so arrange it, that the patents would come out 
in my name. [agreed to that, it was included in the bond, and I paid them in cash fifty dollars, the 


* Sce interrogatories 12 and 13, to Thomas L. Sumerall, and his answers thereto; also, sce the testimony of Elisha Lott, in toto; 
and also, interrogatory 18, to Thomas L. Sumerall, and his answer. 
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government price of said half-eighth. I did not examine the maps, and do not know whether said half 
section above described, was marked sold upon the maps of the office or not. I did not meet the first 
payment as it fell due, and when the Jast payment was about due, I sent them my note, endorsed be 
Goorey and Bryant, payable in the United States’ Bank at Natchez, at four months. for five hundred ant 
seventy dollars, for which I received a receipt signed by George C. Dameron. Some time afterwards [ 
saw Samuel Gwin, on his way to Chocchuma, and he told me the note I had sent them was not discounted 
J told him J would make some arrangements, and would pay it in a short time. He said Mr, Georee (* 
Dameron attended to his father’s business since his death, and told me to arrange it with George C. Ruin. 
eron. The first time I came down I did not see George C. Dameron. He was from home: I saw him on 
the 20th February, 1834, and told him I wanted a title to the land [had bought of his father and Gwin 
and showed him their bond for title, and told him I was then ready to pay the balance for said land. He 
said his father and Gwin did not enter it, but that he himself had entered the land in his own name. He 
said if I would pay Aim, he would make me a title to the four-eighths, but he could do nothing with Gu, 
half-cighth. IT then came to the office with George G. Dameron, and he said the half-cighth had been 
entered by Thomas Griffin, George C, Dameron then deducted the fifty dollars for said halfei¢hth from 
what I was to have paid, and I paid the balance; and he gav® me a memorandum that he would make 
me a title to said four-cighths. Said forty acre piece, which he said belonged to Mr. Griffin, was marked 
sold on the maps of the office at that time, 20th February, 1854; but no trace of its entry can be found in 
any other book of the office, and Mr, Griffin, some time in April last, deposited the money for said land. 

Answer to interrogatory second, Said land did not belong to said George B. Dameron, and Samuel 
Gwin, receiver and register of the Mount Salus land office, at the time they sold me said land, which was 
about the 15th of December, 1832; for in fact Georg C. Dameron entered the very same land on the 11th 
September, 1833, in his own name, and I have not yet got a deed from any person for said land. I gaye 
up the bond from said Dameron and Gwin, to George C. Dameron, and he gave me a receipt for the pay- 
ment of the money for the said Jands, and included in said receipt a memorandum that he would make me 
a title to said four eighths. Ile would have transferred said land to me in the register’s office, had the 
register not been absent on the day I paid him. 

RAMSEY M. COX, 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOUNSON, J. P. 


My personal acquaintance with this deponent is limited, yet I am perfectly well acquainted with his 
general character, and happy to state that he is a man of uncommon firmness, and is noted for his truth 
and veracity. The distance he resides from this place prevents getting certificates from his personal 
acquaintances. IT have seen some of the papers which he received in the negotiation, and am informed 
by the honorable James Scott, that this deponent exhibited the bond for title from Dameron and Gwin to 
him, and received his advice how to proceed in this affair, Judge Scott says the bond was good and 
perfect in every respect, and that the name of George B. Dameron was in his own handwriting, but that 
he is not so well acquainted with the signature of Samuel Gwin, and gives no opinion as to his. 

WILLIAM S$. JONES. 

JUNE 21, 1854. 


Vernon, Madison County, Miss., June 18, 1831. 
We are acquainted with Ramsey M. Cox, and consider him a man of truth and veracity, and full 

faith should be given to his testimony. 
LEWIS CAMPBELL, 
EDWARD SMITH, 
K. P. MANIFER, 
C. L. WATSON, 
WILLIAM K. STONE, 
OSCAR J. E. STUART. 


Received June 23, 1834. 


No. 12.—Seneca Pratt’s testimony. 
Srate or Mississipri, ZZinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to Seneca Pratt, a citizen of Hinds county, State aforesaid, called and 
examined as a witness, touching the conduct of the officers of the several land offices, in the State afore- 
said, by virtue of a cominission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committce 
on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Do you know, or have you any reasons to believe, that any of the officers of the 
Mount Salus land office, did ever themselves mark, or permit any other person to mark, any tract or 
tracts of land upon the maps of survey of said office, as sold, or with any sign or mark, intended to 
induce inquirers for vacant land to» believe that said tract or tracts thus marked was sold; when, in 
truth, said land thus marked was not sold, and the government had not received a credit for the purchase 
money? If so, state the particulars of the case or cases, and everything relating to it or them. 

Interrogatory second. Vo you know, or have you any reasons to believe, that any of the officers of said 
office ever agreed to secure for applicants for vacant land, the land thus applied for, with the expectation 
or agreement of receiving a premium or bonus, in the form of interest, for delay of payment; and further, 
that said officer or officers ever received any compensation for securing vacant lands for applicants, for 
delay of payment of the purchase money, and then afterwards received the purchase money and interest 
for said delay of payment? If so, state what officer or officers thus acted, and whether the receiver's 
receipt for the payment of the purchase money was dated on the day said officer or officers agreed te 
secure said land for such applicant, or whether said receipt was dated on the day said applicant and 
actual purchaser paid said purchase money, and when said purchase money was placed to the credit of 
the government? 

Interrogatory third. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, any register of said office has ever 
permitted any person applying for land marked sold, but which, in truth was not sold, to purchase land 
thus marked sold, without waiting to receive instructions from the Commissioners of the General Land 
Office, permitting said tract or tracts of land, thus marked sold, to be entered by said applicant; and 
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also, if you have ever known, or have reasons to believe, that any of the officers or their deputies showed 
partiality or favoritism towards any person or persons, and not acting towards all men alike, in their 
official characters? 

Interrogatory fourth, Wave you ever known, or have you reasons to believe, land has ever been marked 
sold, or with any other mark intended to represent it sold, when the receiver’s receipt for the payment of 
the purchase money had not been given, but the application, or the evidence of having bargained for the 
Jand, with the register, had only been had, and deposited with one of said officers, with an understand- 
ine, that if said land was applied for by another person, the officer or officers were either themselves to 
pay the money for it; or say the person had money on deposit, or get some other person to advance the 
money? 

Interrogatory fifth. Do you know of any malconduct on the part of any register or receiver of said 
Mount Salus land office? If you do, state particularly all you know of any such malpractice. This inter- 
rogatory is made to you, from your knowledge of the land laws of the United States, and the duties of 
these respective officers, 

Propounded 18th June, 1854. 

ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM 8. JONES, 


Commissioners. 


Answer to interrogatory first. Being employed by the receiver to assist him in writing, and the offices, 
both of the register and receiver, being in the same house, and part of the time in the same room, I have 
sometimes, in the absence of the register, filled applications for applicants. I have sometimes, through 
mistake, marked land as sold which was not sold, and have known the register to do the same. I have 
never known the register intentionally mark land as sold which was not sold; nor have I known any other 
person to do so, although I have no doubt it has often been done without the knowledge of the register. 
In many cases where money has been forwarded to the officers by letter, and the business of the office 
was pressing, the letters were opened and the money deposited in the strong box, the applications were 
made out and enclosed in the letter and left also in the box, and the land marked as sold. Sometimes, 
perhaps, these letters would lie for weeks, through inadvertency, before the regular certificates were 
made out, and sometimes the applicant would request that they might be retained until called for. In 
other cases, where the eighth applied for exceeded eighty acres, and the money remitted was but one 
-hundred dollars, the officers not willing the applicant should lose the land applied for, the land has been 
marked as sold, and the certificates withheld until the applicant could be informed of it, and have time to 
remit the balance. 

Answer to interrogatory second, The register and receiver have conjointly, in a few instances, received 
compensation for entering lands. Whether the receipts in these cases (which I cannot now state) were 
made out at the time of the application being made I could not know, as I had nothing to do with the 
private concerns of the officers. I have often known the officers applied to to enter (or as the applicants 
would express themselves, save) lands applied for, and have often known them to refuse to do so. The 
officers did sometimes enter land with their own funds, 

Answer to interrogatory third. 1 have never known the register permit any person to enter any land 
marked as sold. I have, however, known persons to contend that they had the right to enter lands, even 
knowing that they were sold, and that the register could not refuse to allow them to pace their applica- 
tion where they pleased, and that the risk was their own, and if disposed to place their money on lands 
already known to be sold, that the register could not prevent them. Partiality or favoritism has never 
been shown, to my knowledge, in the office. 

Answer to interrogatory fourth. Of cases referred to in this interrogatory I have no recollection. If 
my recollection is not at fault, money has been deposited in the office for lands, the applications and 
receipts made out, but not numbered or dated, with the express understanding that should any person 
apply for the lands before their return, (as they wished to examine the lands,) that the entry should be 
closed and considered final, but reserving to themselves the privilege of withdrawing the money, in case 
no one should apply for the land during their absence examining it; and also if the land should not answer 
their expectation, In these cases I have never understood the land marked as sold. 

Answer to interrogatory fifth. This interrogatory is predicated on my general knowledge of the land 
laws. I have never read but few of the land laws, and have never taken any pains to inform myself on 
them, except so far as to enable me to understand the manner in which the books were required to be kept, 
and the returns to be made out. This was my business while in the office, and to this my attention was 
particularly directéd, I have no knowledge of any malconduct of either of the officers while I was con- 
nected with the office, (which was from the last of June to the last of December, 1832.) The officers 
always appeared to be extremely solicitous that everything should be done with the most scrupulous exact- 
ness; and their only anxiety was to do everything to the satisfaction of government, and the accommo- 
dation of the purchasers of public lands. : 

SENECA PRATT. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th day of June, 1834. 

A. B. SHELBY, 
Justice of the Peace, Hinds County, Miss. 


No. 13.—Joseph D. Peebles’ testimony. 
Srate oF Misstssipp1, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Joseph D. Peebles, a citizen of said county, called as a witness, 
by virtue of a commission which issued from the Committee on Public Lands, of the honorable Senate of 
the United States, touching transactions at the land office at Mount Salus, in said county. 

Interrogatory first. Wave you any knowledge or information of the fact that public lands have been 
at any time marked as sold, or by a sign or mark which was understood by the officers and purchasers of 
land to represent it as sold, on the public maps of lands in the register’s office at Mount Salus, when, in 
fact and in truth, said lands were not sold, and the government not paid therefor? If you are so informed, 
state fully all you know on that subject, and when such transactions occurred, and who was register of 
said land office at the time. 

Interrogatory second. What mark or letter is used by the registers of the land office at Mount Salus, 
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on their public maps, to designate the lands which they have sold for the government; and does not the 
existence of such a mark or letter on the maps induce subsequent inquirers for the purchase of said land 
to view it as sold? 

Interrogatory third, Do you or do you not know, or have you reasons to believe, that the officers of 
the land office at Mount Salus, at any time or times, showed favoritism or partiality to one purchaser over 
another in the purchase of public land at said office? If youso believe or know, state the grounds of your 
knowledge or belief; and state also what officer of said office so acted; and whether or not you have rea- 
sons to believe he was interested with the purchaser to whom favoritism was so extended. 

Interrogatory fourth. Did you and Dr. Wm. M. Gwin, brother of Samuel Gwin, who was then register 
at Mount Salus, visit together the Mississippi river in search of valuable vacant land? If you did, state 
whether or not Samuel Gwin, register, agreed to mark on his maps, as sold, lands which you and Dr. 
Gwin expected to purchase, prior to your seeing said lands, or prior to your purchase of them in facet? 
State fully the conduct of said Samuel Gwin in regard to said lands, and your application for the purchase 
of some part thereof, on your return from visiting them, 

This 9th June, 834. 


WILLIAM 8S. JONES, 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 


Comaiissioners. 


Hixps County, June 9, 183 
We are well acquainted with the foregoing named witness, Joseph B. Peebles. He is a planter of 
this county, of high respectability and unquestionable veracity. 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WM. 8. JONES, 


Commissioners, 


HENRY G. JONNSTON, J. P. 
J. B. MORGAN. 
See the Hon, C. C. Clay, of Alabama, for the character of this deponent. 


Srare or Misstssippt, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry C. Jolmston, a justice of the peace in and for said. 
county, Joseph D. Peebles, a witness called forward by virtue of a commission from the Committee on 
Public Lands of the honorable Senate of the United States, to testify in relation to transactions in the 
land office at Mount Salus, Mississippi; and the said Peebles being first duly sworn to make full and true 
answers to the annexed interrogatories, propounded by the Conunissioners herein, at the land office in 
Clinton, answered as followeth: 

Answer to first interrogatory. 1 know that five-cighths (lots) of ground, on the Mississippi river, 
were marked sold on the register’s maps, at the Mount Salus land office, when they were not sold, and 
they remained thus marked and unsold for several months. They were marked with the letter 8S. Samuel 
Gwin was the register of said office, and did himscli mark said land as above, under circumstances that 
he knew it was not sold, they being intended for my use, but were subsequently entered by William M. 
Gwin, in the name of Harry Hill, of Nashville, Temessee. This land was entered, I think, something 
more than a year ago, I think in March, 1833, but Tam not certain as to dates. 

Answer to second interrogatory. The letter Sis used on the maps of said office to denote land that 
is sold, and subsequent inquirers for vacant land would believe land thus marked was sold, 

Answers to third and fourth interrogatories. 1 think Samuel Gwin, the register, was partial to his 
brother in entering land. Dr, William M. Gwin, brother of said Samuel Gwin, and myself visited land 
on the Mississippi river, for the purpose of finding valuable vacant land; and after we had found lands 
vacant that suited us, we agreed that he was not to enter any land above a certain township line, nor 
was I to enter any below said township line. The line between township eighteen, range two, east, and 
township nine, range eight, west, [ was permitted, after going with said line to a certain lake, about two 
miles from the Mississippi river, to enter below said township line, as the lake might run, William M. 
Gwin and myself returned to Clinton (in which the land office is situated), and I entered some land. 
After I had been to look at said land a second or third time, Samuel Gwin, the register, marked five lots 
of it as sold, when it was not sold, for my benefit, till T could get the money to pay for it. Some time 
afterwards, when I was about leaving for New Orleans, 1 applied to Major Dameron, the receiver, to 
borrow the money to pay for said land, thus marked, for two weeks, till T could return from New Orleans. 
He at first agreed to lend me the necessary sun, five hundred dollars, but he then said, perhaps he might 
wish to make a deposit before my return, and told me to take out applications, and deposit them in his 
strong box, and it would do as well as paying for the land. When I returned from New Orleans, I came 
into the office to pay for said land thus marked. Major Dameron asked me, if there was nothing between 
me and William M. Gwin. I told him there was not. Dameron told me then, William M. Gwin had 
entered the five-eighths marked for my benefit. I then asked him if said Gwin had no applications out 
for land that were not paid for. His answer was, he had thirty odd, and that he had forty-five hundred 
dollars on deposit in his strong box to pay for it. I then asked him, if he would take some money on 
deposit for me. He said he would. I then deposited twelve hundred dollars with him. T then asked 
him if he would bid against me for the land, for which William M. Gwin had taken out applications. He 
said he would not. In two or three days afterwards I applied to Samuel Gwin, the register, for twenty 
lots, for which his brother had taken out applications, which were marked sold, but were not paid for, 
He asked me where I wanted them. I told him to turn to the maps, township eighteen, north range, two 
east. I then applied for the south half of section nine. He told me it was entered. I told him it was 
not; but the applications were only in Dameron’s strong box, and the land was not paid for. He said the 
money was on deposit, if it was not. l then told him Thad money in deposit too, and made him give me 
applications for it. I then applied for the south half of section six, same township and range. He also 
said that was sold. J told him it was not; and he wrote three applications of it, and cammenced the 
fourth, and stopped, and told me, if T would not enter these lands, that he would burn the receipts for the 
five lots his brother had entered in the name of Harry Hill, of Nashville, ‘Tennessee, as above mentioned. 
1 told him T only wanted what was right; that T would put up with the three lower lots of the land 
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entered in said Hill’s name, He then went with me to Dameron’s box, and got the receipts out; and three 
of them for the lower lots I wanted he burnt; and I then entered said three lots, and got the receipts in 
my own name. This is about all I know. 
JOSEPH B. PEEBLES. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 9th day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


No 14.—H. Walker’s testimony. 
Srate oF Misstssippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Herrin Walker, a citizen of Hinds county, State aforesaid, called 
to be examined as a witness, touching the transactions of the officers of the Mount Salus land office, State 
aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their 
Committee on Public Lands, 

Interrogatory first. Wave you any knowledge, or have you any reason to believe, either the register 
or receiver at Mount Salus, has been interested with any person in entering or purchasing any tract of 
land intended for the emolument of said officer, when he himself would not enter the land? If so, state 
the case or cases, what officer was so interested, and every particular of said case or cases. 

Interrogatory second. Wave you any knowledge, or have you any reasons to believe, that cither of 
said officers has marked lands upon the maps of survey as sold, when in truth he knew it was not sold; 
and if he represented said land thus marked as sold, when applied for by other person or persons, who 
wished to purchase it and pay the money for it? If so, state the particular case or cases, and every 
particular of it or them. 

Propounded 10th June, 1834. 

ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM §S. JONES, 


Commissioners. 


The answers of Herrin Walker to interrogatories propounded to him by the commissioners appoinved 
to take testimony in relation to transactions in the land office at Mount Salus, Mississippi, by virtue of a 
commission from the Committee on Public Lands, of the honorable Senate of the United States, taken 
before H. G. Johnston, Esq., justice of the peace of Hinds county; said Walker being first duly sworn 
true and full answers to make to the annexed interrogatories propounded to him, answers as follows: 
That early in last year he, said Walker, applied at the land office at Mount Salus, to enter an eighth 
of land in Madison county. That he called at the land office and saw Colonel Samuel Gwin, register, and 
apprised him of his wishes, but candidly told him he had not then the money to enter it. Said Gwin told 
said Walker that the receiver of public moneys was then absent, but said Gwin told him if he would 
agree to take in a partner in the entry of said land, he could get it; and said Gwin then told him that be 
would enter the land in their joint names, and so secure it to him, and that he might rest satisfied. That 
some time afterwards, and on this day, on examination, the said Walker finds that said Gwin did not 
enter said land, but that the same was entered in the name of a Mr. Green, and this affiant defeated in 
the advantages of the contract he had made with said Gwin. And further this affiant knoweth not. 
HERRIN WALKER. 
Sworn to before me, this tenth day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, Justice of the Peace. 


Ciixton, June 16, 1834. 
We are well acquainted with the above Herrin Walker, and know him to be a man of truth and 
veracity, and full faith should be given to his testimony. IRA E. WILLIAMS. 


15.—Jacob Williams’s testimony. 
Srare oF Mississippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Jacob Williams, a citizen of Hinds county, State aforesaid, called 
to be examined as a witness, touching the transactions in the land office at Mount Salus, State aforesaid, 
by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Have you any knowledge that the register, or receiver at the Mount Salus land 
office, has at any time sold land otherwise than for cash, and if so, have they taken the promissory note 
of the purchaser payable at a distant day, including, in said note, interest for delay of payment for their 
own benefit? If so, state the case or cases, what officer or officers thus sold land, the time given for 
payment of said note, the rate of interest charged, and every particular of said case or cases. 

Propounded the tenth day of June, 1834. Given under my hand and seal. 

WILLIAM 8. JONES, Commissioner. [sEat.] 


State or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

This day Jacob Williams,* of the county and State aforesaid, personally appeared before me, Henry 
G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said county and State, and said Williams, being first duly 
sworn, deposeth and saith, that he will true and faithful answers make to such interrogatories as may be 
propounded to him by the commissioners appointed by the honorable Senate of the United States, through 
their Committee on Public Lands. 

Answer to first interrogatory. About the first of August, or thereabouts, 1832, 1 applied to Samuel 
Gwin, the register at the Mount Salus land office, and told him I had understood that he was in the habit 
of saving land for people, at a small interest; that I wanted some land, but had no money, and wanted 
him to save it for me. He said he would see Mr. Dameron, the receiver, that they were together, and 
whatever they agreed on they would do. They mentioned it to each other in my presence, and agreed to 








* See interrogatory eighth to Thomas L. Sumerall, and his answer thereto. 
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do it. I told them I wanted them to save me two eighths, and two forty acre pieces, making three-cighths, 
They asked me how long I wished them to wait with me for the money. I told them if I could sell g 
negro girl I had for sale, I could pay them in three months. They then asked me what I was willing to 
give them. I told them I was willing to give them thirty dollars, and would pay them in three months jf 
I could sell said negro girl; but if I could not sell the negro girl, I should want them to wait a little 
longer, -and I would be willing to give them a little higher interest. They agreed to that. Then Samuel 
Gwin sat down to draw the writings, and said, “ Well, Williams, as you and I were friends in the war, I 
will not be so hard with you, I will take twenty-five dollars.” I then showed him the numbers of the 
land. He then made out the certificates for the land, and I signed my name to them. Mr. Gwin then 
drew two notes, both making the sum of three hundred and twenty-five dollars; three hundred dollars 
being for the land, and twenty-five dollars for the interest. The interest was not included in a separate 
note, but the amount of said three hundred and twenty-five dollars was divided into two notes, the exact 
amount of each one separately I do not recollect; but both made the sum of three hundred and twenty- 
five dollars. I think the notes ran in this manner: ‘Three months after date I promise to pay Gwin and 
Damaron,” &c., &c., attached to each note; and on the same paper was a little memorandum, if I did not 
pay said notes as agreed on, it was to be optional with them whether they would let me have the 
land or not. I one day, some time afterwards, stepped into the office, and Mr. Dameron said to me, 
you are selling beef here, suppose you let me have some in the way of paying for the land which you owe us, 
Whenever you come in let me have beef, and I will credit your note, which will be the same as the cash 
to you. I said, whenever I bring in beef I will let you have some; you credit my notes, and it will 
answer me as well as the money. J accordingly let him have beef at several different times. I at length 
became suspicious from hearing a few words spoken in my neighborhood, and thought the money for one 
of the eighths had been deposited in the office. In selling some beef to Mr. Hall, we were speaking of the 
scarcity of money, and he said he could recommend me to a man from whom I could get almost any 
amount of money I might want, at a per cent. He told me to go to Wm. 8. Jones, of Clinton. I went to 
him, and he agreed to let me have some money. I then came down to the office, and told Messrs. Dameron 
and Gwin I was going to pay the money and lift one eighth and a half of the land. They then asked me 
if I had got any person to assist me about the land. I told them T had, and they called him Doctor Jones, 
They then consulted together. Mr. Gwin then turned round and said, you have paid me nothing; I do 
not like to give up the land till I get more interest. I then asked him how much he wanted. He said, 
as crumbs are going pretty plenty, I must have some too; you must pay me sixteen dollars to-day, if I 
consent to let that part of the land go. I then said, Mr. Gwin, I have not got the money in hand to-day; 
but, says I, I have got Mr. Jones to take half the land, and assist me about it, and I will pay you the 
sixteen dollars to-morrow. He said, well, your word is good for it, we will wait till to-morrow. Well, 
says I, I will come down in a few hours with Mr. Jones, and you shall have the money for the land. Late 
in the evening Mr. Jones and myself came down. Mr. Gwin was absent. I applied to Mr. Dameron for 
my notes and certificates. When I applied to him for them, he said, Mr, Williams, I do not know any- 
thing about your papers. Know nothing about them, Mr. Dameron, why not long since I told you I was 
going to pay you the money, said I. Says he, I don’t know that you have any papers here; if you had, I 
expect they are torn up, I know nothing about them. Said I, Mr. Dameron, I gave you and Mr. Gwin my 
notes, and I signed the certificates, and you have credited the notes with what I have let you have, and, 
says I, you must get my notes, I must know what has become of them, they are out. Mr, Jones and 
myself then got up and started out of the office. Mr. Dameron then got up, and said, Mr. Williams, come 
back in the morning, I will make due search, and I expect all will be right. In the morning, Mr. Jones 
and myself, after the office had opened, came to the office again. Mr. Dameron then said to me, Mr. Wil- 
liams, all is right; here are your papers and notes. I then asked for the certificates for the land Mr. 
Jones was going to enter for me, and told them to credit the notes with the amount of money Mr. Jones 
was going to pay. They then tore up the certificates for the land Mr, Jones was going to enter. Mr, 
Jones then entered one eighth in his name, and paid for the forty acre piece which was entered in my name, 
and I transferred it to him in the office. Mr. Jones and myself then went to his office, and reduced our 
contract to writing. I then returned back to the office, and paid fhem the sixteen dollars interest, as 
agreed on the day before. I gave them the money, and said, credit my note. Mr. Dameron looked in his 
box, and found the notes, and said to Mr. Gwin, I have lost fifty dollars; Mr. Gwin laughed, and said, I 
cannot help that; Mr. Gwin then said, you might as well not have applied to any one else, and let us 
have gone on with your business. Says he, Jones will skin you tighter than we would; he is a skinner, 
Mr. Dameron then said, I would not have made the offset about the notes, if Jones had not been in the 
office, I did not want him in. Says I, Mr. Dameron, I am sorry I got a gentleman to come into the office, 
who injured your feelings. I had got him to assist me about my land. He said he did not want Jones 
to know anything he was doing in the office, he did not like him, and did not want anything to do with 
him. I then said, Mr. Dameron, I am willing to pay you interest. If you think there is the least difti- 
culty about your saving the balance of the land for me, I will return to Mr. Jones, and get him to save it 
for me, I might as well pay one man interest as another. Mr, Dameron then said, Mr. Williams, there is 
not the least danger on earth; we can save your land, and you can pay us along as you get the money. 
Before my crop came in, I handed them over twenty dollars; about the last of October I came to Clinton, 
and found that Mr. Dameron had died, and that Mr. Gwin had left the office. I then went to Mr. Dame- 
ron’s widow, to ascertain what had become of my notes, and the certificates for the land. She could give 
me no information about it, but told me to apply to her son, who had done business in the office, and 
perhaps knew about it. I then applied to young Mr. Dameron, he said he knew nothing about it; but 
when I came in the next time, he would try and ascertain, and would give me an answer. He then, at 
the next time I saw him, told me he could say nothing about it. He asked me how much money I had 
paid his father, I told him; he said I should not lose the land, and if I did, he would make it good. He 
said he had asked Mr. Gwin about it, and he knew nothing about it; but that I should lose nothing by it. 
I have not yet heard anything of my notes, or the certificates; but young Mr. Dameron paid me, not a 
great while since, the twenty dollars I had paid his father. He then requested me to say nothing about 
it, and said he could not find either the notes or certificates, and stated he would give me a receipt against 
the notes. In December last, I saw Mr. Jones again in Clinton. He asked me if I had got the land Mr. 
Gwin and Mr. Dameron had agreed to save for me. I told him I could hear nothing of the certificates or 
the notes, but that young Mr. Dameron had told me I should not lose the land. Mr. Jones then told me, 
it was his opinion, said land was yet vacant, though it might be marked sold, on the maps of the office, 
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I then asked him, if he could save it for me. He told me he thought he could. We then found said land 
marked sold upon the maps of the office, but its sale could not be traced to any book in the office, nor 
could there be found any entry of its having been paid for to the government. We then deposited money 
for said land, (after having obtained the certificates, ) till the register could get instructions from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, permitting its entry. The register this morning told me, he had 
not yet found any trace of said lands being entered. The eighth and a half entered for me by Mr. Jones, 
in January, 1833, and which Messrs. Gwin and Dameron had agreed to save for me, three or four months 
before that time, is west half, southeast quarter, section twenty, township seven, range three west, and 
the north half, east half, northeast quarter, section twenty-nine, same township and range, and the other 
land which they also agreed to save for me, and which in said January, 1833, they further continued to 
save for me, but which in December, 1833, was only marked sold upon the maps, and for which Mr. Jones 
has deposited money for south half, east half, southeast quarter, section twenty-one, township seven, 
range three west, and the east half, southeast quarter, section seventeen, same township and range, all 
subject. for sale at the Mount Salus land oflice. Geo. B. Dameron was receiver of public money, and 
Samuel Gwin was register at said Mount Salus land office, when I contracted with them to save said land 
for me, and which they did not save, though they often told me they had saved, and received some of the 
money, Which young Dameron has paid back to me, This is about the whole of said transaction, as well 
as 1 now can remember, Given under my hand and seal, this the 10th day of June, 1834. 
J. G. WILLING.  [seat.] 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 10th day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Full faith should be given to this testimony, as the most of it occurred under my own knowledge, 
and was the first case in which I infer any malconduct on the part of the officers, which was from my 
own observation. 

WILLIAM 8S. JONES. 


No. 16. 
Srare or Misstssippr, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to John S. Gooch, a citizen of Madison county, State aforesaid, touching 
the transactions of the officers of the land office at Mount Salus, State aforesaid, called and examined as 
a witness, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Wave you at any time known of either the receiver or register bidding for 
land, either in person, or through an agent, when another person applied for the said land? If so, state 
the case or cases, and every particular relating to them, 

Interrogatory second, Wave you known any land marked upon the maps of survey as sold, when in 
truth it was vacant? If so, state the case or cases, and every other particular relating to them? 

Interrogatory third, Wave you ever known of any instances in which any person purchased land of 
the government without paying the money at the time of the purchase? If so, state what officer granted 
such favor or favors, and everything relative thereto? 

Interrogatory fourth. Wave you ever known cither of the officers of the Mount Salus land office, 
entering land for any person, and waiting any time for the money? If so, state every particular. 

Propounded June 11th, 183 


John S. Gooch’s testimony. 





WILLIAM 8S. JONES, Commissioner. 


State or Misstssiprt, Hinds County: 

This day, personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace, for said 
State and county, John 3. Gooch,* who, being duly sworn, saith, he will true and faithful answers make 
to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioners appointed by the honorable 
Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions, touching 
frauds on the public lands. 

Answer to first interrogatory. On the 26th of August, 1833, I applied to the register of the Mount 
Salus land office, to enter cight cighths of land, the applications for which were given me by Mr. Sumerall, 
the register; and when I went into the receiver’s office to pay the money, George C. Dameron, who was on 
that day acting as receiver, said he had had money sent to him by Joseph Dunbar, to pay for said land, and 
he insisted that the land was entered for said Dunbar, as the applications had been taken out and the 
money was in the hands of the receiver. I insisted for the land, and Mr. Sumerall, the register, concluded 
to put it up to the highest bidder. I first bid one cent over government price; Dameron then bid one 
cent over me. I then asked him if he was authorized to bid. He made no reply. I then made one more 
bid; Mr. Sumerall then knocked off the land to me, and I obtained it. 

Answer to interrogatory second, 1 do not. 

Answer to interrogatory third. 1 have.* I know that on two occasions, I wrote to Samuel Gwin, 
while acting as register of said office, (Mount Salus,) to enter me some land, and requested him to send 
me the receiver’s receipt for the same, which he did, and held my letter as a voucher for the money, which 
I paid him in a short time. I do not know whether he used his own funds, or what arrangement he made 
about the payment of said land for me, I paid no interest to him for doing it. 

JOHN S. GOOCH. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


No. 17.—Patrick Sharkey’s testimony. 
Srate or Misstssiprt, /Zinds County: 
Interrogatories propounded to Patrick Sharkey, a citizen of the county and State aforesaid, called 
and examined as a witness, touching the conduct of the officers of the several land offices in the State 











* Joseph Dunbar appears to have been much favored in the office. He was summoned but did not attend. See the testimony of 
William T. Lindsay, and interrogations ninth and fourteenth to Thomas L. Sumerall, and his answers thereto. 












































































2 Peas Toe . a 


5 Sp eer St eS 


Se ES 


468 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1264, 





aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Do you know, or have you any reasons to believe, that any of the officers of the 
Mount Salus land office, did ever themselves mark, or permit any one else to mark, land upon the maps 
of survey belonging to the Mount Salus land office, as sold, or with any mark, or sign, intended to make 
persons, examining for vacant land, believe that said tract or tracts of land thus marked were sold, when, 
in truth, they were not sold? If so, state the particulars of the case or cases, and everything relating 
to it or them. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, that any of the officers of said 
office, ever received any compensation for securing vacant land for applic ants for de lay of payment, and 
then received the pure hase mone y for said land, and also inte rest charged them for de ay of ps ayment? 
If so, state what officer thus ac ted, and whether ‘the receiver’s receipt for the payment of said money was 
dated on the day such officer or officers agreed to secure si aid land for said applicant, or whether said 
receipt was dated, the day on which said applicant and purchaser did actually pay said purchase money 
and interest. 

Interrogatory third. Were you at the recent sales of public lands at Chocehuma? 

Interrogatory fourth. Was there at said sales a combination of persons for purchasing land, who 
united for the purpose of driving other purchasers out of the market, and deterring actual settlers from 
bidding for land on which they resided, or other lands which they might desire to purchase for actual 
settlement and cultivation, thereby taking into their own hands the control of the sales for their own 
benefit, and purchased the valuable lands at the minimum price of the government? If so, state par- 
ticulars, 

Interrogatory fifth. Was there any written agreement showing the intention of said company, and 
their designs? If so, state them. 

Interrogatory sixth. Was there any agreement between said company and the actual settlers to pre- 
vent competition in bidding, or was there any understanding to that effect, so the actual settlers were to 
have a certain quantity of land at the price it cost said company, and for all other land the settlers 
wanted they were to pay said company a higher price? If so, state the particulars 

Interrogatory seventh. Did the speculators, after the public sales were over, offer lands so pur- 
chased by them for sale at augmented prices, and were these lands purchased by persons attending 
the public sales, at the prices put on them by the speculators or their agents, and if so, what. price 
per acre, estimating the highest and lowest qualities, did they reccive for land so purchased? State 
particulars. 

Interrogatory eighth. Did land, in general, after said company had been formed and commenced buy- 
ing, bring as good prices as be ore the existence of said company? and if so, was said land purchased 
by said company because the settlers and others wishing to buy had purchased as much as they wanted, 
or were the other persons wishing to buy haces from bidding? State the particulars, and also the 
price land brought before the company commenced buying, and also what it brought after, and while the 
company were buying. 

Interrogatory ninth. Was said company large bodies of land now in the market, which they purchased 
at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and if so, what amount of land, according to the best esti- 
mate which you can make, yet remains unsold, and what is the price to which it is limited, including 
lands of best quality and those of an inferior quality? 

Interrogatory tenth. What amount of money do you suppose was vested in lands by said company 
at said public sale? 

Interrogatory eleventh. What would be a reasonble estimate of the loss sustained by government at 
said public sale in consequence of the combination of said company to purchase land at the minimum 
price of the government? . 

Interrogatory twelfth. Do you know, or have you any reason to believe the register and receiver 
attending said public sale were informed, or otherwise had knowledge of the existence of said company 
and their object, or was the existence of said company so public and so generally known, that you can 
reasonably suppose they had knowledge of the existence of said company; and if so, did they aid them 
in their purposes, or did they, having such knowledge, interpose in their efficial capacity or otherwise to 
prevent the accomplishment of their purposes to which they combined? 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Do you know, or have you reason to believe, the register and receiver 
attending said sales were interested in any manner with said company in their purchases, or that said 
register ‘and receiver received from said company any extra compensation for land pure hased by said 
company, or did said register and receiver show any favoritism or partiality towards said company, by 
requiring other persons bidding for land to put up the money at each bid, but did not require the persons 
bidding for said company to do the same? 

Interrogatory fourteenth. How did said company make a division of their joint funds? Did somo 
of the stockholders sell out to the rest of the company, or to any individual? If so, state what persons 
purchased the most of the stock of said company, and also what persons continued in said company after 
they had purchased from all who would sell? 

Interrogatory fifteenth. Is said company still in existence for disposing of their lands, or have they 
sold out and closed their joint business? 

Interrogatory sixteenth. Do you know in which State said company was formed, and, if it was formed 
in this State, from what State were the persons who first started the idea of forming said company, and 
their names? 

Interrogatory seventeenth. How many persons were interested in said company, and what were 
their names, or the names of as many as you can remember? 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Who bid for the lands for the company, and in whose names were they 
generally purchased? and when said company made a sale of any land they had purchased, did they or 
the person in whose name it had been purchased, make a deed in fee simple, or was a transfer made in 
the register’s office, and how much did he charge for each transfer? and what amount do you suppose said 
register received for transfers from said company? 

Interrogatory nineteenth. Were you a stockholder in said company? If so, what disposition did you 
make of your share or shares? and if you sold out, what induced you to do so? 

Interrogatory twentieth. From your own observation and opinion formed at the time of said sales, 
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do you believe said sales were managed for the interest of the government, the good of the actual settlers, 
and according to the strict dictates of justice, or were they managed for the benefit of speculators? 
Propounded 1ith June, 1834, 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM 8S. JONES, 


Commissioners. 


Srate or Mississippi, UZinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Patrick Sharkey, who being first duly sworn, saith he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioners appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions in cases of frauds on 
the public lands, &e. 

Ansuer to interrogatory first. I do not know that any officer of said office ever marked any land sold, 
or permitted any other person so to mark land, when said land was not sold. 

Answer to interrogatory second. 1 do not know of any case or cases, 

Answer to interrogatory third. I was at those sales. 

Answer lo interrogatory fourth. There was a company formed at said sales to buy land, and I pre- 
sume their intention was to keep down a competition, and get land as low as they could. 

Answer to interrogatory fifth. There was a written agreement. ‘This company was to let each settle 
have as much as a quarter section of land on which he resided, and on which his improvement might be, 
at what it cost them. 

Answer to interrogatory sixth. I left the sales before the public sales were over. 

Answer to interrogatory seventh. Before there was a general union, one tract brought ten dollars 
per acre; after the union, I ran land on them as high as a few cents over seven dollars. After the com- 
pany formed, land brought from one dollar and a quarter to seven dollars per acre. 

Answer to interrogatory eighth. 1 think the company that then existed, has now no land in ~ ie 
market. 

Answer to interrogatory ninth. I suppose about seventy thousand dollars. 

Answer to interrogatory tenth. 1 think it probable that the government lost about twenty-five or 
— thousand dollars, by said combination. 

Answer to interrogatory eleventh. I believe they did; the existence of said company was so public 
they must have known it. Said register and receiver used no efforts to prevent the designs of said com- 
pany, as I know of, nor do I know that they aided said company. 

Answer to interrogatory twelfth. 1 do not know that the register or receiver was interested in said 
company, nor do I know that they received any extra compensation for land purchased by said company. 
In one instance, a Mr. Gold was required to put up the money for land, as soon as it was knocked off, 
which he refused to do, as he considered it contrary to the rules of sale, which were made known by an 
advertisement, and said: any person bidding off land, and not paying for it by opening sales the next 
day, should forfeit the land bid off, and the name of the person should be publicly eried at the door, and 
should not be allowed to bid any more at the sales, and the land thus forfeited, should be sold again at 
the opening of the sales the next day. But in the case of Mr. Gold when he refused to pay for said land, 
contrary to the known rules of the sale, his name was cried out immediately, and not allowed to bid any 
more; and the land bid off by Mr. Gold was put up again immediately, without waiting till the next day. 
This same land was again forfeited, and on the opening of the sales on the next day, the name of the 
person that had forfeited it, was not cried out so that the bidders could hear it, nor was the land called 
‘forfeited’? by the crier. I do not know who obtained said land at last. 

Answer to interrogatory thirteenth. 1 do not know. 

Answer to interrogatory fourteenth. 1 do not know. 

Answer to interrogatory fifteenth. I think it was formed at Chocchuma, in the State of Mississippi. 
The company was formed of Tennesseans, Alabamians and Mississippians. I cannot tell who started the 
idea of forming said company. A Mr. McLemore was supposed to head the Tennesseans; M. Jamison, 
the Alabamians; Walker Bennett and others, the Mississippians; Mr. McLemore was the first I heard 
read the constitution for the company. 

Answer to interrogatory sixteenth. There was said to be a hundred and twenty shares in said com- 
pany; each share was one thousand dollars, and no man could own but one share. The settlers were also 
interested in said company, and had equal privileges with the others. I saw the name of John Lane and 
John A. Lane, on the agreement of the company, and believe, the names of McLemore, Bernard, Walker, 
Jamison, were on it; but I cannot now remember the individual names of the several persons. 

Answer to interrogatory seventeenth. Walker and Jamison bid for land for the company, and were 
the only persons that did bid for said company, so far as I know; and the land was purchased in the name 
of the bidders. I believe when the company made a sale of land, the transfer was made in the office of 
the register, who charged, I believe, one dollar for each one, I do not know what amount he received for 
said transfers. 

Answer to interrogatory eighteenth. I had one share in said company, which I gave toa Mr. Vick, 
for the sum of money I gave for it. I wished to come home. 

Answer to interrogatory nineteenth. I do not think the sales are managed in the best manner for the 
good of the government. I think they were managed for the interest of such of the settlers as were 
interested in said company; and I think most of the settlers were interested in said company. I cannot 
say the sales were managed according to the strict dictates of justice, having before given the case of 
Mr. Gold. The company and the officers appeared very friendly disposed towards each other, and further 
this deponent saith not. 

PATRICK SHARKEY. 

Sworn to and subseribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


This deponent, Patrick Sharkey, is a man of truth and veracity. 


ISAAC CALDWELL. 
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No. 18.—Eli Garner’s testimony. 
Srare or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Eli Garner, a citizen of Hinds county, called to be examined, 
touching transactions in the public land oflice at Mount Salus, in pursuance of a commission from the 
honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Have you any information or knowle dge of instances where public lands haye 
been marked on the public maps of the register of the land offic e at Mount Salus, in this State, as sold, 
or by a mark which was used and designated in said office, to show said lands were sold in fact, when in 
truth they were not sold, or so repor ted to the General Land Office, and when no money had been paid to 
the receiver of public moneys on said land? If you have, state the particular case or cases, and who wag 
register of said land office at the time, and how said land was marked on the said maps, and for whose 
use it was so marked, also state the time at which such facts occurred, and every particular in regard to 
them. 

Interrogatory second. Is it the custom in the register’s office at Mount Salus, for the register to 
designate on the public maps the lands which have in fact been sold by the government, by putting the 
letter S on the particular tract sold, or otherwise on it the name of the purchaser; - and would not inquirers 
after vacant lands at once view such marks as conclusive evidence a tract so marked was not vacant? 

The within interrogatories were propounded 10th June, 1854. 


WILLIAM S. JONES, Commissioner. 


Srate or Misstsstvpi1, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Eli Garner, who being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, he will true and faithful 
answers make to such interrogator ies as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by 
the Senate of the Congress of the United States through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depo- 
sitions in investigating the frauds on the public lands. 

Answer to first interrogatory. 1 know nothing of my knowledge of any lands having been marked 
sold on the maps of survey of said office, and everything I know of anything of that kind is upon the 
information of others. Samuel Gwin, while acting as register of the Mount Salus land office, told me he 
had entered a certain eighth of land that lay between me and John W. Coglin. It was an cighth of land 
I wanted, and I concluded I would purchase it of said Gwin. Said land was not entered as said Gwin 
had informed me he had himself done, and John W. Coglin entered said same land last January, a year 
ago. Ido not know that said land was marked sold upon the maps when Samuel Gwin informed me he 
had entered it. 

Answer to second interrogatory. I believe it is the custom in the office at Mount Salus, for the regis- 
ter to put upon any tract of land sold the letter 5, or writing the name of the purchaser on it, and 
inquirers for vacant land, seeing a tract marked in either manner, would be induced to believe any land 


marked in either manner was not vacant. Further deponent saith not. 
ELI GARNER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 10th day of June, 1834. 


HENRY G. JOUNSTON, J. P. 


This deponent, Eli Garner, is a man of truth and undoubted veracity. . 
WILLIAM S. JONES, 


ISAAC CALDWELL, 


Commissioners. 


No. 19.—John B. Pittman’s testimony. 


Srate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatorics to be propounded to John B. Pittman, of said county, a witness called to be exam- 
ined touching the conduct of the registers and receivers of the land offices of Mississippi; in pursuance 
of a commission issued from the honorable Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, 

Interrogatory first. Do you know of any case, at the land office at Mount Salus, where lands were 
marked on the public maps, in said office, as sold, or with the letter 8, which is the mark of sold, when, 
in fact, the money had not been paid to the government on said land, or a receipt given for the same? If 
you do, state the particular case or cases, the time, and who was then register and receiver at said office? 

Interrogatory second. Did or did not Samuel Gwin, whilst acting as register at Mount Salus, form a 
partnership with you in a steam saw mill in this county; and did he or did he not mark on the map in his 
office, as sold, divers tracts of lands near said mill; and did he inform you he had purchased said land? 
If such facts be true, state who now owus said lands, and whether said Gwin did pay in fact for them 
or not? 

Interrogatory third. Do you know of your own knowledge, or otherwise, of the formation of a com- 
pany of land speculators, at the late public land sales at Chocchuma land office, for the purpose of pre- 
venting lands selling as high as they would otherwise have sold on a fair competition in market; and 
also for the purpose of preventing individuals purchasing land who did not belong to said company? Or 
have you received information of the existence of such a company from either the register or receiver at 
Choechuma? If you have any such information or knowledge, state how you derived it? And state the 
names of such individuals as you ascertained to belong to or form individual members of such company. 
Also state the average price at which the company generally purchased land at said sales; and the prices 
at which they after wards sold out tracts of such land to other rs; and whether they so sold at a great 
advance or not; and whether or not the interests of the government were greatly prejudiced, in a pecu- 
niary point of view, by the existence of such a company. 

Interrogatory fourth. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe that the register or receiver of 
Chocchuma, were interested or concerned with any speculators in public lands, at said public land sales? 
If you so believe, state your reasons; and in what way they, or cither of them, were so concerned. 

Interrogatory fifth. Was it or was it not a fact that the register and receiver, or one of them, and 
which one, refused to receive the bids of individuals for lands, at said public sale, who did not belong to 
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the company of speculators, unless the bidder would pay down the moncy at the time of bidding, or 
before the land was stricken off? And were such requisitions made of said company or their agents? 

Interrogatory sixth. Vo you know whether the register and receiver, or either of them, received any 
extra compensation on lands purchased by said company, at said sales, or have you any reasons to believe 
such was the fact? 

Interrogatory seventh. When said company sold any tract of land, and made a transfer in the 
register’s oftice, what sum did the register charge for each transfer, and what amount of money do you 
suppose was paid said register by said company for such transfers? 

Interrogatory eighth. Wave you ever known any land represented as sold by the officers at Mount 
Salus land office, before the price of said land had been placed to the credit of government, and when the 
applications of said land had only been had from the register, and left with some person? If so, state 
whether said land was marked sold upon the maps of survey by either the register or any other person. 

Interrogatory ninth. What was the name or names of the different persons interested in the land 
company at Chocchuma, and who were represented in said company by agents, and the names of such 
agents? 

Propounded 11th day of June, 1834. 

WILLIAM 8. JONES, Commissioner. 


Srate or Mississtrr1, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, John B. Pittman, who being first duly sworn saith, he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be made to him by the commissioners appointed by the honorable 
Senate of the United States through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions of witnesses 
in case of frauds on the public lands, &c., &e. 

Answer to interrogatory first. Some time in the early part of the year 1833, (perhaps in April, May 
or June,) Samucl Gwin suggested to me, I could make some arrangements with Mr. Dameron, the receiver, 
for some piece of land, that was near a saw mill in which I was interested; I accordingly mentioned the 
subject to Mr. Dameron, and he agreed to pay for some two or three eighths of land for me; I was of che 
opinion he would pay for them and I would get the land. Some time, while Mr. Dameron’s bad health 
prevented him from attending to the duties of his office in person, I was informed said land was not in 
fact entered. I mentioned to Gwin, we must have that land, and he told me he had money deposited in 
the receiver’s box, and told me to make application to Mr. Sumerall, the register, for the land; 1 informed 
Mr. Sumerall, Gwin had the money there, for that purpose, and I think Gwin informed him the same. Mr. 
Sumerall gave me the applications for the land, and I handed them into the clerk of the receiver’s office, 
and informed him Gwin had money on deposit to pay for the land. The applications were laid aside, till 
Mr. Dameron was present to settle with Gwin; said land was marked sold after 1 took out the applica- 
tions, but whether it was marked before or not, I do not know. Some days afterwards Mr. Sumerall told 
me the money had not been applied to the payment of the land, and if I did not pay for it, I would lose 
it. The letter S marked on each tract was then scratched off by Mr. Sumerall in my presence, as I could 
not then pay for it, not having the money to pay for it. At the time I made the arrangement with Mr. 
Dameron, he was receiver, I believe there was no register, Mr. Sumerall was the register afterwards, and 
Dameron receiver. 

Answer to interrogatory second, Mr. James D. Cage and myself were erecting a saw mill in copart- 
nership. Samuel Gwin purchased out Mr. Cage’s part, and became a partner of mine in said saw mill, 
but whether Gwin was acting as register of the Mount Salus land office or not, at that time, I do not 
know, but I rather think he was not. I do not know that Gwin ever marked any land near said mill, 
when it was not sold, and he never told positively he had paid for any of it, and the only reasons I have 
to believe said land was purchased before it was, are detailed in answer first. 

Answer to interrogatory the third. | was not at the Chochuma land sales, and know nothing of said 
company, only from hearsay. I once heard Samuel Gwin, the register, say his troubles at said sales had 
been much increased by said company. 

Answer to interrogatory fourth. 1 do not know that either was interested by said company. 

Answer to interrogatories fifth, sixth, seventh. I know nothing about. 

Answer to interrogatory eighth. 1 know of none except those stated before. 

Answer to interrogatory ninth. I know nothing of my own knowledge. 

JOHN B. PITTMAN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1854. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, Justice of the Peace. 


No. 20.—Deposition of John T. Hammond. 

John T. Hammond was next called, sworn, and examined, and answered as follows, to wit: 

Interrogatory. How long have you lived in the present Choctaw purchase, and how long in the 
neighborhood of Chocchuma and Elliot? . 

Answer. I came here early in the spring of 1829, before the Choctaw treaty was made. I have 
moved several times; but have never, in that period, resided further from Chocchuma than six miles, and 
most of the time near Elliot. 

Interrogatory. Were you present at the land sales at Chocchuma, in October and November, 1833? 
If yes, how long? 

Answer. I was at the sales, from the second day until the close, as well as I recollect. 

Interrogatory. Were you, or were you not, in the employment of speculators, or others, previous to 
the sales? 

Answer, Five or six weeks before the sales, I was employed by John C. McLemore and Wiley Davis 
to take numbers for them. I don’t know who was associated with them—if any were. 

Interrogatory. Do you know of the formation of any companies, or combination of speculators, or 
others, formed, or entered into, with the view of preventing fair competition at the public land sales, and 
with the view to buy, at the minimum price, the public lands? 

Answer, T do not know what the intentions of others were, further than what I learned from a speech 
of Mr. R. J. Walker, and a paper of which he read a part; the purport of it was, as well as I recollect, 
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about the same that has been just stated by Captain Smith, in his testimony. He stood nearer to Mr 
Walker than I did. Of the other operations of the combined company, I know nothing but what I have 
heard others state in their testimony. 

Interrogatory. Were you acquainted with James Oxberry, in the year 1830, previous to the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit creck? If so, where did he live during that year, and at the time of the treaty? ~ 

Answer. He lived on Oxberry’s old place, near E lliott, and made a crop with his uncle. I never was 
at his house while he lived there, as I recollect. Some time in the fall, whether before or after the treaty 
I am unable to say, he removed across the Yallabusha, to the tract of lend where George W. Martin now 
resides, and Oxberry resides also, He told me, before the treaty (as well as I remembe r), that he had 
made an improve ment on that tract of land, and claimed it as his tract of land, and as the place where 
he was going to move to. 

Interrogator y. When did he move there? At what particular time? State of your own knowledge 
before or after the treaty. 

Answer. He removed there in the fall, I think, and after the treaty. 

Interrogatory. Did Oxberry have a house on the Martin tract of’ land before the treaty? Did you 
ever hear him say he had? ‘ 

Answer. I never was on the tract of land before the treaty, and I never heard Oxberry say he had a 
house there before the treaty. 

Interrogatory. Did you ever hear Oxberry say he raised a crop on the Martin land in the year 1830? 

Answer. I never did. 

Interrogatory. Was the tract of land, on which Oxberry lived at the time of the treaty, reserved, 
floated, or sold? If sold at the sales, for what price? 

Answer. The —_ including the plantation and houses, was sold at the sales; the price I don’t 
know; I believe at $1.25 per acre. 

Interrogatory. Were you present at Choechuma at the time when the public land sales closed, and 
applications for private entries were received? IZf so, state the manner in which the same was conducted 
by the officers, as well as others. 

Answer. The lands which were subject to entry were taken up, and applications received for the 
several townships, in the order in which they were previously offered. I think one township at a time; 
and atime was fixed on by the register, when he would make known all conflicting applications. There 
was no uniformity in the time given for receiving, applications—sometimes longer, sometimes shorter. 
The applications were generally handed in to Mr. Gwin at the window. For the most part the people 
were required to stand outside of the office during the reception of applications; but I have seen appli- 

vations handed in at the counter, by individuals in the house, but then, | think, the doors were not closed. 

Interrogatory. Uave you, or have you not, seen individuals in the office, other than the officers, at 
the time of the reception of applications, when the doors were closed? State to the best of your recollec- 
tion. State, also, names of individuals. 

Answer. I have seen individuals in the office, at the time of the reception of applications, other than 
the officers, when the doors were closed; Walker, Bernard, Ellis, Gilchrist, aman called Lane, and others, 
who were strangers to me; also, Dr. William M. Gwin, the brother of the register; also, Conley, Driver, 
and Gray. 

Interrogatory. Did these persons, or any of them, have an opportunity of seeing and inspecting the 
applications handed in to the register through the window, by citizens and others, who were out of 
doors? 

Answer. I do not know; I never saw any one look at them but himself; they were put in a small 
segar box, open at top; sometimes the box was in the register’s hand; sometimes he would sit it on the 
counter, and sometimes on the table. 

Interrogatory. Were any individuals associated together to divide the profits made by putting in 
applications, and then by withdrawing them, and bidding among the conflicting applicants? 

Answer. I do not know. I saw how things were going on, and I put in two applications for land 
I did not want. I did this twice, and once received ten dollats, and another time six dollars, dividend. 
I did not like it after I done it; I felt like I had done a mean thing. 

Interrogatory. With whom did you come in contact on those two occasions? 

Answer. Two men by the name of Loggins, of Carol, or Yallabusha, Driver, and Bowling C. Burnett, 
of Alabama, and some others, whom I do not now recollect. 

Interrogatory. Did those persons whom you saw admitted into the office at the time the register was 
taking in applications, in any instance conflict with citizens who applied for land? 

Answer. When the conflicting applicants went out in the yard, to bid among themselves, I saw 
Walker, Douglass, and perhaps others, engaged with them. 

Interrogatory. When the conflicting applications were announced, what was the language and con- 
duct of Col. Gwin, and applicants generally? State as near as you can recollect. 

Answer. Col. Gwin would read over the names of conflicting applicants, and say something to this 
effect: “ Well, what are you going to do? Will you settle it among yourselves, or take it out here? 
Come, come, knock it out here, or go out and settle it among yourse Ives, Come, come, suppose you stand 
up to your fodder, and give U ne le Sam the profits; by George! suppose you come up to the fodder and 
let Uncle Sam have the | money.” This was about the manner and language of Col. Gwin on eve ry ocea- 
sion when I was present. It was so often repeated that [ remember pretty well the words and the man- 
ner. He seemed rather to insist that they should ‘ knock” it out there, (meaning bid for it) and, as he 
said, “let Uncle Sam have the profits.” Generally speaking, the applicants would agree to let one of 
their applications stand, and withdraw the rest, and then go out and bid among themselves. This was 
the course almost in every instance that I saw. 

Interrogatory. What was the conduct of Colonel Sterling on these occasions? 

Answer. He did not appear to have anything to do with it, as far as I saw or know. He attended to 
taking the money and giving receipts, when applications were handed to him, signed by the register. 

Hammond has been too sick to come in to-day to sign the above deposition, as I am informed. 


B. MARSH. 


Nos. 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26—Depositions of Samuel McCall, Col. R. HW. Sterling, Nathan Hooker, Col. 
Greenwood Latflore, ‘John Jones, William Metcalf. 
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On the eighth day of September, 1834, I resumed the examination of witnesses touching the frauds 
supposed to have been committed in and about the selling and locating the public lands of the northwest 
land district of the State of Mississippi, at the town of Chocchuma, under the commission to me directed 
by the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands. 


Samuel McCall was called and sworn, and deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Were you employed by any land speculators previous to the sales of the public 
lands at Chocchuma, in October last, to search for good lands; if yea, by whom were you so employed? 

Answer. I was so employed by John C. McLemore, Wiley Davis, and Hiram G. Runnels. I received 
my principal instructions from Runnels; and my impression was that they were associated as a company, 
though I saw no written agreement between them. Stephen Holt was employed by the same men on the 
sume occasion. 

Interrogatory second, Were you present at said sales; and if so, for how long a period? 

Answer. I was present for three or four days. , 

Interrogatory third. Do you know of any combination of individuals at said sales, to suppress con - 
petition, and procure the lands at the minimum prices? If so, state the names of those so associated. 

Answer. I do not know the intention of parties; in a conversation between Col. Laflore and John C 
McLemore, I heard John C. McLemore say he belonged to the Choechuma land company, and that the 
company was useful to the settlers. Col. Greenwood Laflore said that he considered it no better than 
swindling. To-day I heard Hardin Runnels say he also belonged to the company, and he thought he was 
loser four or five thousand dollars by it, but considered it perfectly in accordance with the laws of the 
United States. 

Interrogatory fourth. Do you kuow whether either Samuel Gwin or R. IH. Sterling were concerned 
in such speculations? 

Answer. I do not know that they were. Some time early in the sales, I heard Col. Campbell charge 
Mr. Gwin, the register, with partiality in conducting the sales. Mr. 4+win denied it; then Campbell told 
him that there was then there a combination or company to defeat opposition. Mr. Gwin said he did vt 
know it if there was. 

SAMUEL McCALL. 


Col. R. Ti. Sterling was again called, and deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Wow much of his time has Col. Gwin been absent from the land office, for what 
periods, when, &c., since the opening of the land office? 

Answer. ILe left the office about the Lith December, 1833, and returned some time between the first 
and last of February. He again left here about the 10th or 12th of March, returned late in May, and left 
on the 5th of June; he returned on the last of July or the first of August, and left here on the last day of 
August, and is still absent. 

Interrogatory second, When James R. Marsh was about to apply for a certain tract of land as a pre- 
emption, did you or did you not hear him ask Col. Gwin to state what he understood by the words “legal 
subdivisions,” as found in the first section of the act of 29th May, 1830, granting pre-emptions; also 
whether said Marsh did not inform him (Gwin) that such information was necessary to him, as the section 
on which he claimed was fractional, and subdivided by the surveyor general into lots, and unless he knew 
what sense was attached to the words, he would not know how to frame his application? 

Answer. I heard the question. I do not recollect the words used by Col. Gwin in reply, but it 
amounted to a refusal to give any explanation as to what constituted a legal subdivision. 

Interrogatory third, Is or is not Samuel Gwin hostile both to James R. and Samuel B. Marsh? When 
did this hostility commence, and what caused it? State minutely and fully all you know on this subject. 

Answer. I believe the feelings are reciprocally unfriendly; from what particular I know not, except 
the circumstance of a letter which was written by Samuel Gwin to William Fanning. A copy of this 
letter, by some means, as I understood, got into the hands of James R. Marsh, and from thence, as I was 
informed by Samuel B. Marsh, it came to his hands; and I requested him to give it up to me, as it might 
produce unfriendly feelings if it was published. Ue refused to do so, saying it was a public or political 
document, and he would use it as such. The next I heard of the matter was seeing it published in a 
newspaper called the Courier and Journal. 

Interrogatory fourth. Did or did not Samuel Gwin express angry and hostile feelings when he heard 
that a copy of said letter had fallen into the hands of said J. R. Marsh? If so, state fully what he said 
on this subject. 

Answer, T recollect he expressed displeasure. 

Interrogatory fifth. Did you do any act at the instance of Gwin in order to suppress said copy? If 
yes, state fully. 

Answer. Gwin wished me to try and get the copy up if I could, and I went to Tillatoby, expecting 
to see James R. Marsh, but did not meet him. I carried a letter from Col. Gwin for James R. Marsh on 
the subject, as I think, but left it at Tyson’s store to be handed over. I can state nothing more of the letter. 

Interrogatory sixth. Independent of this letter and its history, have you, at any time, heard Samuel 
Gwin use language which convinced you that he entertained hostile feelings towards Samuel B. and 
James R. Marsh, or either of them? , 

Answer. From his general conversation, I am satisfied that his feelings are of an unfriendly nature. 

Interrogatory seventh. Wow long since you were first led to this belief? 

Answer, About ten months past, as to 8. B. Marsh; the letter transaction was the commencement as 
to J. R. Marsh, as far as I know. 

Interrogatory eighth. State the cause of this early hostility. 

Answer. Ido not know the cause independent of the letter, as to J. R. Marsh; or as to Samuel B. 
Marsh, further than the altercation about John Jones’s application, caused in November last, which I 
understood was amicably arranged. 

Interrogatory ninth. Did you observe any difference in the course pursued by Gwin, in relation to 
Samuel B. and J. R. Marsh and others, on application for pre-emption? 

Answer, 1 don’t know the motives, but the testimony in the Marshes’ application is more lengthy, 
and will show for themselves. 
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Interrogatory tenth. Did or did not Samuel B. Marsh request that the land claimed by him, under the 
pre-emption law, should be reserved from sale until a final decision could be had thereon from the Treasury 
Department; what was Gwin’s answer to this request? 

Answer, Samuel B. Marsh did make such a request to myself and Colonel Gwin; Gwin said he would 
sell the land when the public sales came on, and all lands on which pre-emption was not previously 
allowed. I differed with him, and promised on my part to reserve this and all similar claims till an 
answer could be had. 

R. H. STERLING, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th September, 1834. 

THOMAS G. RINGGOLD, J. P. 


Nathan Hooker was next called, sworn, and deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know of any frauds, improper conduct, or fraudulent combinations com- 
mitted, entered into by the officers of the land offices of the Chocchuma land district, or of the lo ‘ating 
agent, or of private individuals, inand about the disposal of the public land? If yea, state the particulars, 

Answer. As to the register and receiver, I never had any transactions with them in their official 
capacity, and know nothing of their official conduct | Some time before the sale of the land at this place, 
I came to Elliot, to see J. W. Martin, the locating agent, and brought a map of the township in which I 
lived, and in which Thad bought a claim of Jones Shields. TI showed Mr. Martin where the dwelling- 
house stood, and how the plantation lay; the house was near a sectional line, on section cighty-nine, and 
the farm on eight, the line between the sections running near the house. 1 told him I wished to take a 
mile square, (the amount of my claim,) half out of each section. He said I would be confined to a section, 
He asked which section gave the house the support; 1 showed him section nine, on which stood the farm, 
He asked me if I had seen his pamphlets; I told him Thad not; he handed me one, and appeared unwilling 
to converse with me on the subject. T believe nothing further passed, but he referred me to a meeting 
in Columbus, as he had no maps here. At the sales, I came to Chocchuma, and Martin came to me and 
asked me if I would see Sam Bell before the Columbus sales; I replied I thought T should, as Bell and I 
had agreed to go to Columbus together, when the land about where each of us lived was to be sold. He 
told me to tell Bell to go ahead or persevere, and meet him at the sales at Columbus, and told me to have 
my application made out by that time. 

Interrogatory second. In what business was Bell engaged at that time? 

Answer. Of my own knowledge I know nothing; I passed through the neighborhood, and understood he 
was taking numbers of lands previous to the sales. 

Interrogatory third, What further passed between Martin and you? 

Answer. He told me to tell Bell to go ahead, meet him at the sales, and keep everything a profound 
secret. In reply to Col. Martin’s request, that I should make out my application, I said I did not Know 
how to make out one, and on his recommendation I went to F. E. Plummer, who made out one for me for 
section eight. He received it at Columbus when I went on there, and gave me a certificate; and after 
the first two weeks of the sales passed, and after the township in which it was situated had passed the 
sales seven or eight days, and I had gone home, he set aside my location, and ordered it to be sold at 
public sale, and the land was bought by different persons. When I heard of his conduct I returned to 
Columbus, just after the sale closed, and before Martin departed; I said nothing to him. 


NATHAN HOOKER. 


Colonel Greenwood Laflore was next called and sworn, who deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at the land sales at Chocchuma, in October last? If yea, how 
many days did you attend said sales ? 

Answer, IT was present on Monday, and went away on Tuesday of said sales. 

Interrogatory second. Was there any combination of individuals at said sales, whose object was to 
put down competition, and procure the lands at the minimum price? If yea, who composed the said com- 
pany? State fully all you know on this subject. 

Answer, There was a company of speculators, as T was informed by John C, McLemore, of Tennessce. 
He applied to me to join the company, and said that if I would do so, T could get my land at government 
price, and it would also be the means of protecting the settlers. I refused to do so, and on the same day 
Gilchrist, (1 think,) one of the company of speculators ran some of the land I wanted, to nine dollars per 
acre. When the overture was made to me to join the company, in the course of conversation, I said I 
considered them, the speculators, as no better than swindlers. McLemore, Gilchrist, Green, and many 
others, were of the company; Wiley Davis and R. J. Walker were also of the company. I do not now 
remember all their names; I don’t know how many companies these composed, if more than one. 

Interrogatory third, Was either of the officers at Chocchuma or Columbus interested in any company 
formed for the object stated in the second interrogatory? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Interrogatory fourth. Did you discover any evidence of favoritism or partiality in any officer of the 
United States entrusted with the locating of Indian claims, or the sale of the public lands? State fully. 

Answer. I thought so insMartin’s conduct, but as to others I do not know. The treaty provides that 
reserves shall include the residence. George Adams bought McGahey’s reserve. Martin allowed him to 
locate a part of Cocanowah’s section though McGahey’s residence was two miles distant. Proof of the 
facts was before Martin, of Cocanowah’s residence, and also of McGahey’s, yet Martin allowed Adams to 
take a part of Cocanowah’s section, which I thought arbitrary, and in disregard of the evidence. Coca- 
nowah is an old Dutchman, with a Choctaw family, and Adams is a lawyer and district attorney of the 
United States. Another case: Nathan Hooker bought of Capt. J. Shields; Hooker asked Martin to allow 
him to locate on a farm made by Shields on a different section from that which included Shields’ residence ; 
Martin allowed the location as requested; after, Hooker went away, Martin changed the location, and 
suffered the location to be sold, and no other reservation allowed in its place. This I thought unfair and 
partial; Hooker is a common citizen, and Adams a man of influence. I considered this a mark of favorit- 
ism; this I state to show Martin acted partial, and the facts speak for themseives. The lands where 
McGahey resided on, common poor oak land, of little value, and the land where Adams was permitted to 
take, was amongst the most valuable tracts of prairie in that part vf the nation. Similar land is held at 
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from twenty to thirty dollars an acre; and Adams’ claim was nine hundred and sixty acres, or a section 
and a half; Shields’ claim held by Hooker, only a section, or six hundred and forty acres. 1 do not recol- 
lect of any other that caine under my own knowledge, except those stated in an affidavit taken at Wash- 
ton city, at the request of the War Department, to which I refer for particulars. 

Interrogatory fifth. What irregularities, if any, did you observe in the conduct of the land officers at 
Columbus, in regard to the locating or sale of public land? 

Answer. I saw nothing in the conduct of the register and receiver, (Dowsing and Harris,) that I 
thought improper. Colonel Martin, the locating ageit, whose instructions required him to go on the land 
and fix reservations, I thought acted very improperly. I saw an Indian, Adam James, apply to Mr. 
Martin for information to know how he was to act to save his land; Martin told him if he did know his 
own business to leave the room, and not bother him, From information, I believe such was his conduct 
with many others. I believe, from his instructions, it was his duty to attend to fixing their locations 
himself, as the Indians were incapable of doing it themselves; but I heard Martin say, that unless they 
attended themselves to their own claims, it must be their loss, that he had not time to do it. 

Interrogatory sixth, Wad or had not Martin power to suspend the sales, in case he had not time to 
fix the reservations? . 

Answer. President Jackson told me since the sales that he had such power to suspend the sales of 
any portion of land when he had reason to believe the reservations were not fixed. 

Interrogatory seventh. Do you know of either of the land officers being engaged in any speculation? 

Answer, Not of my own knowledge, neither have I heard of Dowsing or Harris being so engaged. 
Mr. Harris, the receiver at Columbus, if called on, can explain Mr. Martin’s conduct on the subject of 
dealing in public land; I know nothing except from hearsay, 


ing 


GREENWOOD LEFLORE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before ine, this 12th day of September, 1834. 
THOMAS G, RINGGOLD, Justice of the Peace. 


John Jones was next called and sworn, who deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at the sales of the public lands at Chocchuma, in October last? 
If yea, how many days? 

Answer, I was present at the opening of said sales, and remained a week or upwards. 

Inlerrogatory second, Do you know of the existence of any combination of individuals at said sales, 
whose object was to suppress fair competition, and obtain the public lands at their minimum price? State 
all you know on this subject; state also the names of the persons thus associated. 

Answer. On the opening of the sales there were three such companies present, one of this State, one 
from Alabama, and one from Tennessee. After the sales had progressed for one or two days, these com- 
panies united under a written article of agreement. The substance of the agreement shown to me, was 
that settlers who would yield their numbers up to the company, should have their improvements, not to 
exceed one-quarter section, at the price for which the company might give. I do not think the articles 
shown me prohibited bidding against the company, but the members of the company stated, that those 
who came in for this benefit, were not to bid against the company. I was so much displeased at the pro- 
ceedings, that I did not pay much attention to the written paper. I rejected the terms, and did not bid 
for the land I wanted, hoping it would be passed over, and that I might get it at private entry. I thought 
I saw a course pursued, that I would be run on if I bid; and I declined joining in with their terms, though 
stronely recommended to do so by Mumford Jones, one of the company. The Mississippi company, as 
far as I know, were composed of Robert J. Walker, Bernard and Ellis. 

Interrogatory three. Do you know whether either of the officers of the land office were interested in 
the speculations of the company? 

Answer. I do not positively know, but understood from Mumford Jones that Colonel Samuel Gwin 
had put in a thousand dollars in the name of his son, or for his son’s use. 

Interrogatory fourth. Do you know whether William Gwin, the marshal of the United States, was 
interested in said company’s speculations? 

Answer. I do not. 

Interrogatory fifth. Were you present at Chocchuma during the first two weeks after the public sales 
were closed, and the lands became subject to private entry? 

Answer. I do not know the length of time I was here, but was present at the commencement of the 
private entries, and remained until the speculators had dispersed, or nearly so; the plan of entry, as 
adopted by the officers, was that particular townships should only be subject to entry on particular days, 

commencing in the order in which the lands were offered at the public sales, and I remained until they 
arrived at township , range five or six east. 

Interrogatory six, Did you observe any impropriety of conduct in the speculators or the officers of the 
United States in these private entries? State minutely and fully all you know on this head. 

Answer. I did not for some time know any fact that I can state, but saw enough to create fears that 
I would be as much exposed to the action of speculators at the private entries as 1 would have been at 
the public sales. The officers would not sign applications when presented, but required them to be handed 
in until a certain hour, and then would announce the applications that were made for the same land. The 
parties would then, in general, retire to an open shelter, ten or twelve steps in front of the land office, 
and bid among themselves and divide the profit. I happened to be standing in the office and saw Major 
James B. Crowder, of Carroll county, hand an application to Colonel Gwin, who laid it on the desk or 
drawer, containing maps; and Burnett, of Alabama, who was one of the speculators, looked at it, and 
took from his hat a number of blank applications, and noted down something, which I supposed to be 
the numbers applied for by Crowder. When the hour of announcing the applications arrived, Samuel 
Gwin stated that there were fifteen or sixteen applications. Crowder said to Gwin, I will give two dol- 
lars an aere for this land. Colonel Gwin said shall I ery it? Crowder replied, I am willing to give two 
dollars per acre; I don’t care what you do or how you settle it, or words to that effect. Burnett, Ander- 
son and Driver were all applicants; one of them said no, don’t ery it; we will settle it among ourselves. 
All withdrew their applications but one, and then went out to settle it. When the parties differed on 
account of Burnett’s drawing so many applications, Burnett professed to represent a good many persons 
who were absent; I did not see what Crowder paid them. This discovery entirely confirmed my appre- 
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hensions, and I determined not to submit to such extortion, and went to, Samuel B. Marsh, a lawyer of 
my acquaintance, who had just settled in the neighborhood of Choechuma, and informed him of what was 
going on at Choechuma, and wished to know if I could not get some land to live on with my family, with 
out going through this shaving machine. Marsh promised to reflect on the matter until next day, and 
then answer my inquiry. He came to Choechuma and waited until very late at night, that he might see 
Gwin and Sterling alone; but not being able todo so that night, he went very early next morning to their 
office with me, when they were just putting on their clothes. Marsh said something against the practice 
then going on, and of which I had complained. Gwin and Sterling joined with him in the sentiments 
expressed, and Gwin said he wished to God he could put a stop to it, and that if he thought the law would 
justify him, he would lock up and go off until the speculators dispersed, so that the settlers might get their 
land on fair terms. Marsh expressed himself glad to find the officers so disposed, and said to Gwin, come 
with me behind the counter, and I will show you how to prevent these abuses effectually. Gwin seemed to 
be much pleased and went behind the counter. Marsh took from his pocket my application, and said, now 
sien these applications, and do it in every instance as soon as presented, and you will stop these disgrace- 
ful speculations; Gwin said he would not sign them, Marsh asked him why he would not; Gwin replied, 
you must put them in and let them take their chance among the rest; Marsh observed, I thought you 
were anxious to stop these abuses; I have shown you how to do so, and you refuse; Gwin said he had 
written rules on the door, and he would not depart from them; Marsh insisted that he should destroy 
those rules which were only designed to effect the frauds complained of, and not to prevent them; Gwin 
refused to do so, and Marsh then asked Gwin to acknowledge that he had then applied for me, and that 
there was no other application for the said land; Gwin said he would do so, and Marsh took a pen to 
write, when Gwin said to him you need not write anything, for I will sign nothing. Several persons had 
by this time stepped into the office. Marsh pulled out his watch and desired some of them to note the 
time of day, and that he then tendered to Col. Gwin my applications, who refused to sign them. After 
these facts were noted down, Marsh turned to Colonel Sterling’s desk, to tender my money to him, and 
get receipts, when Sterling observed that the number of acres was not put down in the applications, 
Marsh turned and asked Colonel Gwin to give him the area; Gwin would not do so, and Wm. M. Gwin 
at this time stepped in, and said, | will answer for my brother, what is it you want? Marsh informed 
him, and he opened the maps aud marked the number of acres on the applications. Marsh then turned 
to Sterling’s desk and handed him the money; while Sterling was writing the receipts, and Marsh read- 
ing the numbers to him, Burnett, of Alabama, said to Sterling, “1 want a chance for that land.” He 
was looking over Marsh’s shoulder at the time. The receipts were immediately finished and handed to 
Marsh, who turned round and used some very harsh language to Burnett. At this moment Colonel Gwin 
returned to the office, and seemingly much excited, said Marsh had acted very improperly. Marsh asked 
if the impropriety in his conduct consisted in rescuing me from the infamous extortions practiced on 
others. Wm. M. Gwin then spoke with some marks of passion, and said that if he had known Marsh’s 
object, he should not have seen the map. Marsh used strong language against the practice then going 
on, and Wm. Gwin justified it. Marsh said, are you the marshal of the State, and do you give and receive 
hush money, and partake in the profits of these speculations? or words to that effect; I think I can say I 
have used almost the exact words. Samuel Gwin said he never would sign my application, nor they. 
never should go to the city of Washington. Marsh said he should resign, or he would have him impri- 
soned until he did. Wm. Gwin said he would buy the land, and try Marsh at law. There was much 
more hot and angry language, which I do not think material to report. Afterwards Samuel Gwin came 
to me, and told me to make out new applications, and give up the old receipt of Sterling, and he would 
sign them. I refused to do so, and J. J. McCaughan came to me and asked me to let him put new appli- 
cations in my name, and Gwin would sign them. I refused to do so, stating that I had taken my course, 
and I should have nothing more to do with it. McCaughan brought me the old applications, with new 
ones signed by Gwin, I took the old ones, and the new ones were returned. Gwin told me if I did not 
apply with new ones he would not have a patent issued for my lands. 

Interrogatory seventh. Do you not know any other act, either of officers or speculators, within the 
scope of this inquiry, which is in your opinion material to be stated? 

Answer, I cannot say that I do, anything that would be essential. 

JOUN JONES. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 15th September, 1854. 
THOMAS G. RINGGOLD, Justice of the Peace. 


William Metcalf was next called, sworn, and examined, and deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at the land sales at Chocchuma, in October and November, 
1833? If yes, how long did you stay? 

Answer. I came there on the morning of the second day of the sales, and remained there thirteen 
days altogether, but was absent for a short interval. 

Interrogatory second, Did you hear a speech said to have been delivered by R. J. Walker? If so, 
state its substance as well as you can recollect. 

Answer. I was present, and heard Mr, Walker. The impression was left on my mind that Walker 
said in his speech, that a company was formed to buy in the land, and extend the benefit of pre-emption 
to actual settlers; that is, that each settler should have a quarter section of land at what it cost the com- 
pany, in consideration of which the settlers were not to bid against the company. I have recently read 
the publication of Mr. Walker, and will say it is possible that this impression was made by conversation 
with other members of the company; but, to the best of my recollection, he expressed the idea, that the 
settlers were not to bid against the company, 

Interrogatory third. State the names of such of the company as you were acquainted with. 

Answer, Anthony Winston, John T. Rather, Thomas Coopwood, Jonathan Burlison, Claiborn Wil- 
liams, Greenberry Gillam, John Ray, Malcom Gilchrist, Robert Jemison, Isaac Lane, —— Driver, —— 
Anderson, Joseph Smith, Kirkman, General Green, Whitsit, William H. Duke, D. Martin, all 
of Alabama; some others from Tennessee, with whom T was not well acquainted. 

Interrogatory fourth. Did you have any conversation with any member of the company, relative to 
the terms held out by the company to settlers? If so, state the purport of such conversation. 

Answer. I conversed with several of the company, and among: others, with Mr. Rather, Mr, Coop- 
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wood, and Mr. Burlison, some of whom recommended me to join them. I objected, on the ground that I 
thought their plan censurable and improper. I understood the terms from them to be the same as I have 
stated that I underst ood from Mr. Walker. 

Interrogatory fifth. Did you hear the land officers, at any time while the bidding for land was going 

1, demand a deposit trom the bidder? If yes, state the particulars. 

Answer. I heard a demand made at the re quest of Mr, Jemison, one of the speculators, by the regis- 
ter, and also In one or two other instances. 

Interrogatory sixth. Who acted as criers at the public sales? 

Answer. 1 think there were three, who acted at different times: Rather, of Alabama, McLaran, and 
Holt. 

Interrogatory seventh. Did you bid for any land? 

Answer. I went to the sale to bid, but, discovering the operation of the company, I was satisfied I 
could not get the land at a fair price; ‘and, knowing from experience that IT was apt to get excited, and 
bid extravagantly at unfair opposition, I declined having anything to do with the sales. For the land I 
desired I would have given, at a fair sale, more than it cost the speculators. 

Interrogatory — Was the notice of sale made public in the part where you live a reasonable 
length of time previous? 

Answer. I think not. [heard of it some time in September; I believe about the middle. It was too 
short to enable the people to compete for the lands. 

WILLIAM METCALF. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th day of September, 18384. 

THOMAS G. R INGGOLD, Justice of the Peace. 








No. 27 ‘Laran’s testimony. 
Srate oF Mississippi, /Zinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to James McLaran, a citizen of Hinds county, and State aforesaid, called 
and examined as a witness, touching the conduct of the officers of the several land offices in the Sv.te 
aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Do you know, or have you any reasons to believe, that any of the officers of the 
Mount Salus land office did ever themselves mark, or permit any other person to mark, any tract or tracts 
of land upon the maps of survey belonging to said office, as sold, or with any mark or sign intended to 
induce inquirers for vacant land to believe that said tract or tracts of land thus marked were sold; when 
in truth they were not sold, and the government had not received credit for the purchase money? If so, 
state the particulars of the case or cases, and everything relating to it or them. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know, or have you any reasons to believe, that any of the officers 
ever agreed to secure for applicants for vacant land, said land applied for, with the expectation of receiv- 
ing a bonus or premium in the form of interest for delay of payment; and further, if said officers ever 
received any compensation for securing vacant land for applicants, for delay of payment, and then after- 
wards received the purchase money and interest for said delay of payment? If so, state what officer or 
officers thus acted, and whether the recciver’s receipt for the payment of the purchase money was dated 
on the day such officer or officers agreed to secure said land for such applicant, or whether said receipt 
was dated on the day said applicant or actual purchaser paid such purchase money or interest. 

Interrogatory third. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, any register of said office has ever 
permitted any person applying for any land marked sold upon the maps of surve y to purchase land thus 
marked, without waiting to receive instructions from the Commissioners of the General Land Office, per- 
mitting said tract or tracts of land thus marked ‘ sold” to be entered by said applicant; and, algo, if you 
have ever known any of the oflicers or their deputies, (or have reasons to believe, ) that any of said officers 
or their deputies showed partiality or favoritism towards any person or persons, in the discharge of their 
official duties, and not acting towards all men alike? 

Interrogatory fourth. Have you ever known, or have you reasons to believe that any of the offlcers 
of said office have ever been guilty of any dereliction of their official duties, according to your under- 
standing of their said official duties and your knowledge of the requisites of the law directing the duty of 
said officers? If so, state the particular case or cases, and all circumstances attending it or them. 

Interrogatory fifth. Were you at the recent sale of public lands at Chocchuma, and was there at said 
sales any combination of persons for purchasing lands, who united for the purpose of driving other pur- 
chasers out of the market, or for the purpose of putting down competition, or deterring actual settlers from 
bidding for land on which they resided, or other land which they might want for settlement and cultiva- 
tion; thereby taking into their own hands the control of the sales for their own benefit, and purchased 
much valuable land at the minimum price of the government? If so, state particulars. 

Interrogatory sirth. Was there any written agreement between the members of said company; and 
was there any understanding between said company and the actual settlers to prevent competition in 
bidding; and were the actual settlers to have from said company a certain quantity of land at the price 
it cost the company; and for all other land they wanted were they to pay a higher price, or such price as 
iInight be agreed on? ' 

Interrogatory seventh. Were there any clerks or secretaries, in person, who wrote down the purchases, 
sales, or proceedings of any kind for said company? If so, state who were they that thus wrote for said 
company. 

Interrogatory eighth. Did said company, after the public sales were over, or after they had made their 
purchases, offer the land so purchased by them for sale at augmented prices; and were those lands pur- 
chased by persons attending the public sales, at the prices put on them by the speculators or their agents; 
and, if so, what price per acre, estimating the highest and lowest qualities, did said company receive for 
land thus purchased? State particulars. 

Interrogatory ninth. Did land, in general, after said company had been formed and commenced buying, 
bring so good prices as before the existence of said company; and, if so, was said land purchased by said 
company ‘because the settlers, and others wishing to buy, had pureh rzased as much as they wanted; or were 
others wishing to buy deterred from bidding? State particulars, and also the price land brought at said 
sales before the company commenced buying, afterwards, and while they, re company) were buying. 
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Interrogatory tenth. Has said company large body or bodies of land now in the market, which they 
purchased at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and, if so, what quantity of land, ace ording to the 
best estimate you can make, yet remains unsold, and what is the price to which it is limited, including 
lands of best quality and that of an inferior quality? 

Interrogatory eleventh. What amount of money do you suppose was vested in land by said company 
at said public sale? 

Interrogatory twelfth. What would be a reasonable estimate of the loss sustained by government at 
said public sale, in consequence of said combination to purchase land at the minimum price of the 
government? 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Do you know, or have you any reasons to believe, the register and receiver 
attending said public sale, were informed or had knowledge of the existence of said company, and their 
object; or was the existence of said company so public and so generally Known that you can reason: tbly 
suppose they had knowledge of the existence of said company; and, if so, did they aid‘said company in 
their purposes, or did they interpose in their official character, or otherwise, to preve nt the accomplishment 
of the purposes to which they combined? 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Do you know, or have you any reasons to believe, said register and 
receiver were interested in any manner with said company in their purchases, or that said register and 
receiver received from said company any extra Compensation for land purchased by them, or did said 
register and receiver show any favoritisin or partiality towards said company by requiring other persons 
bidding for land “to put up the cash” at each bid, but did not require the persons bidding for said com- 
pany to do the same, or partiality in any other manner? 

Interrogatory fourteenth. What disposition did said company make of their funds or lands held 
jeintly? Did some of the stockholders sell out to the rest of said company, or to any individuals? If 
so, State what persons purchased the most of the stock of said company, and also state what persons 
continued in said company after they had purchased from all who would sell? 

Interrogatory jifteenth. 1s said company still in existence for disposing of their lands, or have they 
sold out and closed their joint business? 

Interrogatory sixteenth. Do you know in what State said company was formed, and if it was formed 
in this State, from what State were the persons who first started the idea of forming a company for said 
purposes, and their names? 

Interrogatory seventeenth. Wow many persons were interested in said company, what were their 
names, or the names of as many of them as you can remember, and who were represented by agents, 
and the names of the agents? 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Who bid for land for the company, and in whose names were the lands for 
said company generally purchased; and when said company or their agent or agents made a sale of any 
land purchase, “lid the "y make a fee simple deed, or did they and the person in whose name it had been 
purchased, mi ike a transfer in the register’s office, and how much did said register charge for each trans- 
fer, and what amount of mone y do you suppose said register made by said transfers, and did he and the 
receiver divide between them money thus made by transfers? 

Interrogatory nineteenth. Were you a stoce kholder in said company? If so, what disposition did you 
make of your share or shares? 

Interrogatory twentieth. From your opinion, formed from observation and the management of said 
sales, do you believe they were managed by the register and receiver with a view to promote the interest 
of the government, the benefit of the actual settlers, or for the good of the speculators, and were they 
managed according to the strict dictates of justice and a faithful discharge of the duties required of the 
officers attending said sales? 

Interrogatory twenty-first. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, that any of the receivers of 
public mency have at any time speculated upon the funds paid into their offices, by selling at premium 
bank notes of the Bank of the United States, or other current bank paper for bi ank notes not current at 
par, but which were made receivable for public lands, or speculating in any other manner by exchanging 
money paid into their offices? State any information you have on this subject. 

Propounded June 18, 1854. 

ISAAC CALDWELDE, 
WILLIAM 8S. JONES, 


Commissioners. 


James McLaran’s deposition and answers to interrogatories, put by William 5. Jones, commissioner 
appointed by the Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take deposi- 
tions of witnesses in cases of frauds on the public lands, &e. 

Answer to first interrogatory. 1 do not know of any of the officers of Mount Salus land office, or 
any other persons whatever, ever marking the maps of surveys in said office, for the purpose of inducing 
applicants for land to believe such lands were sold when they wre not sold; but believe that applica- 
tions have been got out for land, and the land so applied for marked by the register as sold, and the 
applicant then refusing to get out the receiver's receipt, either for want of enough of money or some 
other cause, and then the land so applied for stood marked as sold, when in truth it was not; but I 
cannot say there was dishonest design in this. 

Answer to second interrogatory. 1 do not know that any of the officers of Mount Salus land office, or 
any other, ever agreed with individuals wanting land to furnish them with means for the payment 
thereof, in expectancy of bonus or interest for said accommodation, or that under the promise of fee or 
reward of any kind, applications or receipts for lands had been held up until payments could be made by 
such applicants. 

Answer to third interrogatory. 1 did myself enter two eighths of land that were marked so sold, in 
the absence of the present register, not supposing said land had been sold, as it was not tracted or 
posted, and at a time I did not know such regulations existed, that made it necessary that instructions 
respecting such marked tracts should be had from the General Land Office before such entry could be 
made, And that as soon as the register returned and informed me of that fact I gave up the entry, and 
believe a case something similar occurred between John J. MeCaughaw and Joseph D. Peebles. Nor 
have I ever known that any of the officers or their deputies ever showed partiality to any persons in the 
discharge of their official duties. 
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Answer to the fourth interrogatory. IT do not know that any of the officers of the land offices in this 
State have been guilty of any dereliction of their duties, except in two or three cases at Chocchuma land 
oflice, Where the receiver there gave two or three receipts for the same piece of land, receiving the 
money each tine, which was, I believe, done by mistake, in the press of business, and believe, was 
afterwards returned and correeted; nor do I believe, from my knowledge of the law, regulating their 
duties, believe such occurred, but generally that they discharged their duties well and faithfully as any 
could have done, particularly Samuel Gwin, who, for activity in business and accommodation of spirit 
has ever been very remarkable, in fact obliging above any I have ever known, both in the office, at this 
place, as well as at Chocchuma. 

Answer to sifth interrogatory. Twas at the late land sales at Chocchuma in November last, but do 
not know of any combinations of persons for purchasing land, who united for the purpose of driving 
other purchasers out of the market, or for the purpose of putting down competition, or for the purpose of 
deterring actual settlers from bidding for land on which they resided, or other land which they might 
want for settlement or cultivation, or who took into their hands the control of the sales for their own 
benefit, thereby purchasing valuable lands at the minimum price of the government. 

Answer to the sirth interrogatory. There was a written agreement for a company, known as the Choc- 
chuma land company, which the members thereof, to the amount of about one hundred and fifty, signed, 
subscribing each sums as stock from one thousand dollars, which was the highest limit, down to, as 
I] believe, two hundred and fifty dollars, which was the lowest, as well as I remember, that was sub- 
scribed, though small sums were admissible; but there was not any understanding between the settlers 
and the company to prevent competition by deterring others from bidding; instead thereof, throughout 
the time the said company existed, there was competition, and much land bought by others; as of the 
thousands of people who were there at said sales, the company formed but a small part. And it was 
expressly written down in the company agreement that any person residing on lands that might be 
bought by the company, whether such settler was a member or not, or whether present or not, that such 
settler should have a quarter section of land, including his farm or improvement at the price it cost the 
company, if he saw proper to take the same at any time previous to the disposition of the lands by the 
company, and the word of any creditable person, neighbor, or settler, was sufficient for the establishm¢ at 
of such claim with the company. And that where competition in such claims occurred, as was the case 
in two or three instances where partial clearings had been made, given up by one and recommended by 
another, or by partial bargains and sales among the settlers, sometimes not well settled by themselves, 
a committee, appointed for that purpose, generally gave satisfaction to the claimants and company. 

Answer to the seventh interrogatory. There were several clerks who wrote down the transactions 
of said company, viz: Hobson Owen, Thos. C. Nelson, Nicholas Grey, a Mr. Maxwell, and myself. Our 
duties were to keep a correct account of purchases and sales of land made by the company. <A Mr. B. 
M. Bradford also assisted, taking the place of some one of the above named clerks, as they left the place, 
there being originally only three, Owen, Maxwell, and myself. Maxwell’s christian name forgot, and no 
papers to refer to for it. There were also treasurers and bidders appointed by the company, who also 
wrote more or less for the company. ‘The treasurers were Thomas Barnard, Allen Glover, Thomas G. 
Ellis, and Isaac Lane. Committee of bidders—Robert J. Walker, Malcolm Gilchrist, and Robert Jamison, 

jr., and Thomas G, Ellis, all members of said company. After the company had finished their purchases, 
or within a week or so thereafter, the settlers’ lands were portioned off to them, agreeably to the first 
and main design of the company; and the residue was then put up at public sale, and sold to the highest 
bidder, without any fixed price other than the first cost of the same. And the land so sold or portioned 
off was transferred, by the company bidder in whose name it was first bought, to the second purchaser 
or settler. For the lands sold the company received various prices, from one hundred twenty-five cents 
per acre up to six, seven, and in one instance of a supposed town site, twenty dollars an acre; varying 
in prices generally as land does in quality. 

Answer to the eighth interrogatory. 1 do not know that the lands offered by the register sold for any 
more or less on account of the company purchases. Said land, as purchased by the company, was not 
purchased beeause the settlers and others wishing to buy had purchased what they wanted; but, as before 
stated, was purchased for the settlers and company. Nor do I know any wishing to buy being deterred 
from doing so, as competition with the company was common throughout the time of their bidding; and 
the lands before, while, and after said company were in existence and buying, sold at the usual rates as 
at all sales, varying in price according to quality, 

Answer to ninth interrogatory. Thescompany sold every acre at the closing of the company affairs at 
Chocchuma, before the general land sales closed, disposing of everything ike company interest before 
dissolution, 

Answer to the tenth interrogatory. The sum of money invested or paid for lands purchased by the com- 
pany was near eighty-five thousand dollars, including every purchase in their name and interest at said 
sales, settlers’ lands being part thereof. 

Answer to the eleventh interrogatory. I do not know that government lost anything in the sale of her 
lands by the formation of this company. But it is as likely that she was a gainer, as no doubt there was 
much more sold than otherwise might have been. As much land was left on the hands of the company 
that could not find purchasers when first offered by them, which was sold in one lot afterwards, under 
the name of refuse and unsold lands, and bought in by three or four of the company at the closing. And 
I was told by several settlers, well acquainted with the country and lands, that the company had bought 
and sold a great quantity of land that never would have had a bidder at the sales but for the company. 
Therefore, including the active competition the company had and did occasionally contend with, it may 
as well be inferred that the government was a gainer rather than a loser; for the operations of the com- 
pany at the sales in buying was only part of two weeks. 

Answer to the twelfth interrogatory. I have reason to believe that the register and receiver both, as 
well as every person at the sales, were well acquainted with the existence of said company, as the agree- 
ment of said company was read out publicly to the assembled multitude, and its fitness and legality in a 
long address descanted on, and the opinions of several gentlemen ef the law had thereon before the people 
did agree; when it was pronounced fair and legal the subscription commenced, the main object of which 
was protection to the settlers from speculations. 

Answer to the thirteenth interrogatory. 1 do not know nor do I believe that either the register or 
receiver was interested with said company, or that they received any bribe, compensation, or reward of 
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any kind from said company; nor did they show any favoritisin or partiality to said company by requiring 
other bidders to put up the cash for their bids and not the company, for the company pledged their depo- 
sits, which were from fifty to sometimes eighty thousand dollars, in the strong box of the receiver for all 
their bids; while, as was frequently the case, loose bidders, sometimes drunkards, would bid for lands 
then forfeit the same, thereby obstructing the progress of the sales, and consequently the register had to 
require occasionally a deposit of some bidders, who it was believed were bidding only for mischief, or jn 
ignorance—the effect of liquor. There was not nor could there be forfeit of bids by the company, as their 
funds were deposited for their bids, and so declared by their bidders. 

Answer to fourteenth interrogatory. At the close of the sales of the land by the company, the funds 
were divided out to the members of the company according to the amount and time of their several sub- 
scriptions; and, on the payment of said dividends, the stock and company were no more, 

Answer to the fifteenth interrogatory. The company closed the whole concern at the close of their sales 
and apportionment of their lands; and the members went to their several homes, and no vestige is left 
but in recollection of said company. 

Answer to the sixteenth interrogatory. The company was formed at Chocchuma, in this State, by per- 
sons possibly from different States, a few days after the commencement of the public sale at Chocchuma: 
whom the idea of forming such a company originated with, 1 do not know. I do not remember the names 
of all the members that belonged to the company, but know the following names to have been members 
on the list, which is not in my possession, viz: Malcolm Gilchrist, Jonathan Wingate, J. W. Garth, J.T, 
Rather, Jesse B. Garth, William Darwin, John S. Rhea, Reuben Chapman, Henry W. Rhodes, William 
If. Marks, Thomas Kirkman, Stephen Threlkeld, George G, Sadler, Jeremiah Hendricks, Wiley P. Lane, 
James Jackson, William Mosely, Archibald Gilchrist, Daniel Gilchrist, Jesse A. Lane, Joseph Sinith, 
James T. Sykes, Benjamin Sykes, William Sykes, Richard Sykes, Dabney A. Martin, Joseph Sykes, 
George A. Sykes, Thomas Coopwood, Boling C. Burnett, Benjamin Bradford, David Johnston, Curtis 
Lerny, Jonathan Burleson, Daniel Coleman, Waddy Tate, Eli M. Driver, R. W. Anderson, Charles W, 
Martin, Robert Gordon, Burrell Preddy, Joseph A. Young, Littleberry Gilliam, Benjamin Harris, John C, 
McLemore, N. Body, J. Lane, Angus MeMillen, Joseph Persons, William Cargill, Hiram Coffee, Joseph 
A. McRaven, Green Crowder, John Shields, William Vick, Wm. R. Campbell, Abram Shepherd, Thomas 
©. Nelson, William Manny, Jos. J. Pew, Thomas W. Bell, Wim. M. Gwin, Wim. Hf. D. Covington, Stephen 
Holt, Smith C. Daniel, James McLaran, Helsey H. Douglass, Wm. M. Beal, John A. Lane, T. G. Ellis, 
James Stewart, P. ©. Chamblis, J. J. Hughs, Robert Love, Silas M. Catching, J. J. Channing, D. §, 
Walker, N. N. Wilkerson, A. McNeil, A. R. Drake, E. C. Wilkerson, W. Davis, H. D. Runnells, R. J, 
Walker, Thomas Barnard, G. W. Davidson, A. R. Govan, J. A. Binford, Nathan W. Edwards, Monfort 
Jones, James C. Dixon, J. L. Irwin, F. E. Plummer, H. T. Irish, Samuel Mecke, Joseph Catching, Titus 
Howard, Richard Cordell, J. A. King, Patrick Sharkey, James A. Girault, Bennet Crawford, Abcl Beaty, 
Wm. Trahern, Allen Waiker, Horace Carpenter, John Maxwell, (clerk,) Benjamin Bugg, G. W. Martin, 
D. W. Connally, Allen Glover, J. B. Earl, John H. Hand, McKinney Holderness, Hopson Owen, (clerk,) 
A. Yarborrough, Claibourn Williams, D. Hartgrove, A. Minston, J. L. Minston, John C. Whitsell, T. B. 
Goolsby, M. G. Woods, Minus Jamison, Robert Jamison, jr., Danicl Green, Friend O. Love, James J, 
Harrison, G. G. Griffin, Alexander Trotter, Reuben Loggin, F. S. Lyons, John B. Jones, A. Battle, J. 
Hogan, B. B. Fountaine. 8. B. Eskridge, L. N. Hatch, Amasa Smith, Henry Gibson, Mins W. Collins, 
Joseph Collins, J. R. Drisk, Wm. H. Duke, R. Eskridge, J. Minter, B. J. Weaver, T. W. Winter, D. 
Jones. From a blotted list in my possession, I have taken these names, and believe them to be all the 
members that composed the Choechuma land company, who were mostly from this State, many from 
Alabama, and a very few from Tennessee: some subscribing the first day, the highest limit, and many 
subscribing several days after, which did not entitle them but to parts of a full share; many subscribing 
sinall sums, which entitled them to small dividends. The dividends or profits varying from fifty dollars 
up to three hundred and one dollars, which was the highest dividend of any subscriber. 

Answer to the seventeenth interrogatory. The names of such as I can or do remember, are given in 
answer to the sixteenth inquiry, which is full. As for agencies, I cannot remember any of the parties 
now, but they were represented by partners of equal interest with them in the company on the ground, 
and were not numerous: their names are all given in the list above. Some few of the names above were 
not subscribers, but held stock tickets or receipts; and at the closing, drew the dividends on the receipts 
that they held of others, who were gone at the settlement of the business. 

Answer to the eighteenth interrogatory. Robert Jamison, jr., Maleolm Gilchrist, Thomas G, Ellis, and 
Robert J. Walker were the bidders for the company, and the lard was bid off in their names according 
as they bid, and then transferred to the settler or second purchaser before the receiver and register, as 
convenience offered; for which the register or receiver got for each transfer one dollar. But it is impos- 
sible for me to say how much they got for company transfers, nor do I know whether the register and 
receiver made any dividend of the profits of such transfers. 

Answer to the nineteenth interrogatory. 1 was a stockholder; got my dividend or share of three 
hundred and one dollars. 

Answer to the twentieth interrogatory. T am clearly of opinion that the register and receiver did 
manage said sales, as I believe, in the strictest discharge of their official duties, according to the best of 
their abilities; and in strict conformity to the interests of the government and the settlers, without par- 
tiality or favor being shown to any speculator. 

Answer to the twenty-first interrogatory. Ido believe that all the receivers that I have been acquainted 
with at this Mount Salus land office have done some exchanging of moneys for small premiums, if com- 
mon report, and those who have told me so, speak true, until the present receiver, now here, since which 
time I have never heard of an accommodation being had, and know of many denials by him. At Choc- 
chuma I know that the receiver there did exchange money with individuals for small premiums, receiving 
Alabama and giving United States Bank notes, for the same, but do not now remember the amount of 
premiums received therefor, nor of any of the premiums given and received by other receivers from Mr. 
G. B. Crutcher’s time to the present, as the same has been varying from one to three, or perhaps four 
per cent premium, Further this deponent saith not. 

JAMES McLARAN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th June, 1834. 


A BB. SUELBY, J. LP. 
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No. 28.—Interrogatories to Alexander McKay and his answers. 
Srate oF Mississippi, Linds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Alexander McKay, a citizen of Hinds county, called to be 
examined touching transactions in the public land office at Mount Salus, in pursuance of a commission 
from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Have you any knowledge or “inform: ition of instances where public lands have 
been marked sold on the public maps of the register of the land office at Mount Salus, in this State, or 
by a mark which was used and designed in said office to show said lands were sold in fact, when, in 
truth, they were not sold, or so re ported to.the General Land Office, and when no money had ‘been paid 
to the receiver of public moneys on said land? If you do, state the particular case or cases, and who 
was register of said land office at the time, and how said land was marked on the said maps, and for 
whose use it was so marked; also state the times at which such facts occurred, and every particular in 
regard to them, 

Interrogatory second. Is it the custom in the register’s office at Mount Salus for the register to desig- 
nate on the maps the lands which have been in fact sold by the government, by putting the letter S on 
the particular tract sold, or otherwise writing on it the name of the purchaser, and would not inquirers 
after vacant lands at once view such mark as conclusive evidence a tract was not vacant? 

Interrogatory third. Do you know, or have you re asons to believe, any tracts of land, lying near a 
‘certain steam saw-mill belonging to John B. Pittman and Samuel,Gwin, late register at the Mount Salus 
land office, were marked or otherwise represented or reported as sold by any person when, in truth, said 
land was not sold? If so, state every particular, and also who now owns any part of said land, and how 
near it approaches said saw mill. 

Propounded to said Alexander McKay, this, the 9th day of June, 1834. Given under my hand and 
seal, date above mentioned. 

WILLIAM 8S. JONES, Commissioner. [sEat.] 


Srate or Mississiprt, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Alexander McKay, who first being sworn saith, he will true and faithful answers make 
to the interrogatories that may be made to him by the commissioner by virtue of a commission from the 
honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, 

Answer to first interrogatory. Aboutthe month of April, 1833, after Samuel Gwin had ceased being regis- 
ter of the Mount Salus land office, and some time before Mr. Sumrall came into office, I examined the maps 
of said office with a view of entering the west half of the southwest quarter, section ten, township five, 
range two west, which tract was m: irked with the letter $ on said m: aps; I then examined the tract book, 
and : found said land was not sold. I mentioned to Col. Samuel Gwin th: it I wanted said land, and that 
it was not sold, though it was marked sold. He said he knew it was vacant, but that he himself had 
marked it sold; that it ran into Mr. Mellon’s field, and he, Gwin, wanted it, and that it was pretty good 
pine land. I told him I wanted it. He then said I might have it, if I would examine and tell him what 
was the quality of some land that lay west of it. I told him I did not then have the money to pay for 
said land. He asked me my prospects for getting it. I told him I thought I could get the money of 
William 8. Jones, of this place, (Clinton)¢ He advised me to wait, that the per cent was too high, and 
that he would arrange it for me; he then spoke to Mr. Dameron; they had some conversation together. 
Samuel Gwin then gave me, or ordered to be given to me, an application not signed by any register, for 
said land, which was left with Mr. Dameron. Gwin then stated it could lie so one or two months; and 
that the land could then be saved for me. From the understanding, from what he said, I thought he 
intended to pay for said land for me, if any one else applied for it, rather than that I should lose it. He 
did not say positively, he would do so, but that impression was made on my mind. At the election in 
May, he told me I had better come and enter said land, or I might lose it, as he had heard it talked of. 
In a few days (two or three days) after that, I came to the office to enter it; it had the mark of 5. I 
then inquired of Mr. Sumrall, the register, if it was vacant? He told me the steam mill company had 
entered it. I then thought the steam mill belonged to John B. Pittman and Win. Cage; but I afterwards 
found out Samuel Gwin had, a few days before, bought Cage’s part of said mill. I inquired very par- 
ticularly if the money was actually paid; the receiver said it was so arranged I could not have the land. 
I also asked Mr. Sumrall, the register, if said land was paid for. He said he believed it was, but did not 
give a positive answer; at least I could not get the land. Things remained in this situation till within 
a few days before Si umuel W. Dickson came into office, as receiver. In November last I again examined 
the maps of survey of said office, and found that the above eighth of land on the map, had had the 8, or 
mark of sold, scratched off, and the letter S on one other eighth joining at the corners, which was on this 
other eighth when I applied a few days after the election in May, 1833. This other eighth had been repre- 
sented (as the other piece,) as belonging to said steam mill company. Some time during the summer of 
1833, and when I believed said two cighths of land as above described, belonged to said Pittman and Gwin, I 

mentioned to said Gwin I could not well do without said two cighths of land, as I wanted them for the 
timber for my saw mill, and that there was a plenty of pine land west of his mill, and that I would pay 
for as much for their mill; but this was now my mill, and I could not do without it. He told me to go 
to Pittman, and whatever he did, he (G) would be satisfie vd. [went to Pittman, and in September or 
October, 1833, we went and looked at the land. He proposed swapping me some land in section fifteen 
for some that some of my children owned near to his and Gwin’s mill. He claimed three eighths, viz: 
past half, northeast quarter, section fifteen, township five, range two west; the west half, southeast 
quarter, section same township and range; the other eighths I do not know the numbers of. All these 
three cighths, I think, were marked “sold; any how Pittman claimed the land for himself and Samuel 
Gwin, and he proposed swapping me any part of it. At the time he claimed these three eighths, and 
offered to swap them to me, and they marked sold, (I think,) all of them were unpaid for, Zknow. A 
few days before Samuel W. Dickson came into office, as above mentioned, I examined the maps again, 
and found the letter S marked on these three eighths (two of which Samuel Gwin proposed to save for 
me—all of which had been represented as sold,) had been scratched off, and were, in fact, vacant; and 
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that the steam saw mill company had, in fact, only paid for three forty acre pieces. When the office 
opened again, under Samuel W. Dickson, as receiver, I applied for four ecighths; Pittman applied for the 
same four cighths in his name and Samuel Gwin’s. He spoke to me, and said he would bid pretty high 
for some of it, particularly the two cighths I first wanted. I knew I was not able to bid against him 
not having money enough to come in competition with him and Samuel Gwin, who I believed had con. 
siderable amount of money, I was compelled to let him take that which he said he was determined to 
have; and he let me have two eighths which were worth much less than the ones I first wanted. 

Answer to second interrogatory. The letterS upona tract of land, or writing the name of the purchaser 
on the tract, but more frequently the letter S is used upon the maps of said office to designate land that 
has been sold, and inquirers for vacant land, seeing land on said maps marked in either manner, would 
be induced to believe land so marked was sold. 

Answer to third interrogatory. Yes, 1 do; and have answered and detailed the facts in answer first, 
The steam saw mill company owns now the most of said land marked sold when it was not sold. I algo 
own one eighth which Pittman told me belonged to him and Samuel Gwin, when it did not. The eighth 
I own comes within about 640 yards of said mill. 

re ALEXANDER McKAY, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 9th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Ciixton, June 10, 1834, : 
The within subscribing witness, Alexander McKay, has been (and is yet) our county surveyor for 
the last six or seven years, is a gentleman or respectability and undoubted truth and veracity. 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM 8S. JONES, 
J. B. MORGAN, 


No. 29.—-Thomas I]. Williams’ testimony. 
Srate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to Thomas H. Williams, a citizen of Hinds county, State aforesaid, 
examined as a witness touching any maleonduct on the part of the several registers and receivers of the 
several land offices in the State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the 
United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe, any officer of the Mount Salus land 
office, ever himself marked, or permitted any other person to mark land sold, which in truth was not sold, 
and the purchase money for it had not been paid to the government? If so, state every particular of said 
case or cases, Who now owns said land, when it was marked sold, when it was entered, what officer did 
thus mark land, and every other particular, 

Answer to interrogatory first. 1 do not know, of my own knowledge, that any officer of the Mount 
Salus land office ever did mark, or permit any other person to mark land sold, which in truth was not 
sold and the money paid to the government. Touching that part of the interrogatory which requires me 
to state if I have reason to believe any officer ever did himself mark, or permit others to magk, land not 
in truth sold and paid for to the government, this respondent states that, notwithstanding he considers 
this part of the interrogatory more expansive than is generally, admitted in courts of law or equity, and 
is calculated, in this instance, to elicit from this respondent a confidential conversation which ought not 
to be disclosed; yet this respondent, in obedience to the requisitions of the committee, answers further: 
that he was informed by Dr. McMorrough, of Benton, Mississippi, in the month of August, 1829, that 
there was a piece of good vacant land on Cypress creek, in Yazoo county, which had been marked by Mr. 
Fitz, then register, who was his particular friend, as sold, though in fact it had not been paid for; and 
further remarked, that no person would be permitted to enter it without an order from him, and offered to 
give this respondent leave to enter it if he wished, which he declined. And further this respondent says not. 

THOMAS H. WILLIAMS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 16th day of June, 1854. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 

Propounded 10th June, 1834. 

WILLIAM 8. JONES, 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 


Commissioners. 


No. 30.—Testimony of Dr, Jolin M. McMorrough, of Benton, Miss. 
Srate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to John M. MeMorrough, a citizen of Yazoo county, Siate aforesaid, 
examined as a witness touching any malconduct on the part of the several registers and reccivers of the 
several land offices in the State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the 
United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Do you know that any officer of the Mount Salus land office, ever himself marked, 
or permitted any other person to mark land sold, which in truth was not sold and the purchase money had 
not been paid to the government? If so, state every particular of said case or cases, Who now owns said 
land, when it was marked sold, when it was entered, what officer did thus mark land, and every other 
particular? 

Answer to interrogatory first. 1 do not know of any circumstance of the kind, Twas never acquainted 
with any register of said office, except Colonel Gwin, and I never knew of any conduct of his of that kind, 
nor any malconduct of any kind done by him. 

JOUN M. McMORROUGITI. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th June, 1834. 

A. B. SHELBY, J. P. 

Propounded 19th June, 18384. 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM.S. JONES, 
Commissioners. 
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Dr. McMorrough would have testified that he never heard of Thomas H. Williams, and that the testi- 
mony of Williams was false as to facts, but, not wishing to see testimony diametrically opposite, it was 
not given nor required by me. 

WILLIAM S. JONES. 


No. 31.—Burruss Haley’s testimony. 
Grate oF Mississipri, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Burruss Haley, a citizen of Madison county, State aforesaid, 
called and examined as a witness, touching the transactions of the officers of the land office at Mount 
Salus, State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through 

their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. Wave you at any time known of the officers at the Mount Salus land office selling 
the land otherwise than for cash? and if so, did they take the promissory note of the purchaser, payable at a 
distant day for the purchase money, including in said note interest for their own benefit, and at the 
maturity of said note, did they actually receive from the purchaser, the purchase money and the interest? 
If so, state the case or cases, who were the officers thus selling land, and every particular of said case 
or cases. 

Interrogatory second. Wave you any reason to believe said officers did not pay the money to the gov- 
ernment at the time they thus sold said land, but paid the money after the maturity of said note, and 
after they had received said purchase money and interest, and if so, state when the recciver’s receipt for 
the payment of the money was dated, and every particular of said case or cases? 

Interrogatory third. Do you know whether said land was marked “sold”? upon the maps of survey, or 
in what manner would the register have acted, if said land had been applied for, after they had thus sold 
it, and before the maturity of the note, and the payment of it, and in truth, before said land had been 
purchased of the government. 

Propounded June 11th, 1834. 

WILLIAM S. JONES, 
I, CALDWELL, 


Commissioners. 


Srate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Itenry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Burruss Haley,* who being first duly sworn, says, he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions in the cases of frauds 
on the public lands, &c., &e. 

Answer to first interrogatory. About the last of October or first of November, 1832, George B. Dame- 
ron and Samuel Gwin, receiver and register of the land office at Mount Salus, agreed to enter two eighths 
of land for me and were to wait till the first of March, 1833, and I was to give them ten dollars for delay 
of payment on each eighth till that time. I gave them my note for two hundred and twenty dollars, 
payable at said first of March, 1833, said note made payable to Geo. B. Dameron and Samuel Gwin, and 
stated in it, it was given for said two eighths of land, describing them. I got the applications from the 
register for said land, and handed them to Mr. Dameron, the receiver, He filed the applications away 
with the notes. I asked him for the receipts for the land. He said they were not in the habit of giving 
receipts for the land at that time, but that the land would assuredly be secured to me, and informed me 
if I wanted more saved in the same manner, I could get it. The land was then marked sold upon the 
maps. Ina short time afterwards (a week or ten days, hardly so long) I enclosed them my note for 
three hundred and thirty dollars, due lst March, 18338, and requested them to enter me three more eighths 
of land, and to inform me if they had done so, by acknowledging the receipt of the letter Not hearing 
from them, [ came down in a few days, being uneasy about it, to see if they had attended to it. I found 
that all the eighths had not been marked sold, but Gwin, the register, did then mark the whole of it sold 
by putting the letter S on cach eighth in my presence. On the 28th February, 1833, I came down to 
pay the money. The first applications that had been taken out could not be found; new applications 
were taken out, and the receipts for the payment of thé money to the receiver were dated on that day, 
28th February, 1833. The following are the numbers of the land: northwest quarter, west half, northeast 
quarter of section thirty-three, township seven, range two east; and the cast half, southeast quarter, and 
east half, northwest quarter of section thirty-two, same township and range. I paid the five hundred 
dollars for the land, and fifty dollars interest. 

Answer to second interrogatory. IT asked Colonel Gwin, the register, on the 28th February, 1833, if 
said land had been returned sold to the department. He said no; he was so far behind with his books, 
not having been able to get a clerk, he had not come up to it. I then asked him, if said land had been 
applied for. He said a great many people had been looking at nearly all the vacant land. 

Answer to third interrogatory. I know the land was marked sold at the time I bargained for it, in 
October or November, 1832; but what the register would have done if any one had applied for it I do 
not know. Furthermore deponent saith not. 

BURRUSS HALEY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


The undersigned have long been well acquainted with the above witness, Burruss Haley, and are 
authorized to say that no man in our country stands fairer for truth and veracity. He is a planter who 
stands unexceptionable among his neighbors and acquaintances for moral, honest, and fair dealing. 

ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WM. S. JONES, 
J. B. MORGAN. 

Hinps County, June, i834. 








*See interrogatory eleventh to Thomas L. Sumrall, and his answer. 
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No. 32.—Robert Matthews’ testimony. 
Srate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to Robert Matthews, a citizen of Tlinds county, State aforesaid, a witness 
called and examined touching the conduct of the officers of the land office at Mount Salus, State afore. 
said, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Interrogatcry first. Wave you any knowledge of the register of the land office at Mount Salus, having 
at any time refused any person applying for vacant land, subject to sale at said office, and deterring the 
person, making application, by threatening to bid for it himself. If so, state what officer, to whom he 
made the refusal for the land thus applied, and which was vacant, what was his conduct, and every 
particular of said case or cases. 

Interrogatory second, Wave you any knowledge or reason to believe, he did not then purchase said land 
of the government, but put a mark or other sign of sale upon it, to make persons applying for it, believe it 
was sold, when in truth it was not, and did not pay the government for it, till nearly the lapse of one 
year after making the refusal. If so, state all the further particulars of said case or cases. 

Propounded June 10th, 1834. 

Given under our hands and seals. 

ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WILLIAM 8. JONES, 


Commissioners. 


Tue Strate or Misstsstprt, Hinds County: 

This day Robert Matthews,* of said county and State aforesaid, personally appeared before me, 
Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace, for said county and State aforesaid; said Robert Mat- 
thews, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that he will true and faithful answers make to such 
interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the honorable Senate of 
the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Answer to first interrogatory. Yes, LT have; Samuel Gwin, the late register of the land office at Mount 
Salus, was the officer who made the refusal to me, and my brother, John Matthews. That on the 11th of 
October, 1832, my brother John first came to the office in company with Ethelwin Sadler, whom he got to 
assist him, to prevent him from making mistakes, as we were no scholars; he returned and told me that 
he applied to enter east half, southwest quarter of section number thirty-six, township number six, of 
range number two west, and said Gwin had refused to let him enter said land; he wanted to enter it 
himself; my brother said he insisted to enter the land, and then Gwin proposed to him to bid for it, and 
he told him he could not do it, he only had money enough to pay for it at government price, and he thought 
he ought to have it as it was unentered, but Gwin would not consent for him to enter it; my brother then 
returned and told me the circumstance; then I went up and proposed to enter it; he still urged me to bid 
for the land; I then commenced pleading with him to permit ine to enter it, that we had commenced getting 
land there for a settlement, and it lay joined, some land we had saved, and within two or three hundred 
yards of where we were building; he still refused, and I complained, and at length he proposed for me to 
take one-half of the eighth, to which proposing I consented, if he would let me have the half joining my 
former entry, which he refused, but told me I could take the other half; I concluded to take it rather than 
lose all. 

Answer to interrogatory the second. 1 think it was in August, 1833, it was hinted to us that the land 
we applied for had not been sold, but the land on the map had the word “Gwin” written on it, when we 
got some friend to examine the map for us, and we found out the land had no record of its having been 
paid for. I again went to the office about the 29th of August, 1833, to ascertain the date of the receipt 
of the money for the north half of said eighth, and was told in the land office that the receipt of said Gwin, 
for the purchase of said north half, was dated on the 10th of August, 1833, and further this deponent 
saith not. 

ROBERT MATTHEWS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 10th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


We are well acquainted with this deponent, Robert Matthews, and he is known to be a man of truth 
and undoubted veracity. 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WM. 8S. JONES, 
J. B. MORGAN, 


No. 33.—Testimony of William Dowsing: 

Interrogatories propounded to William Dowsing, register of the land office at Columbus, Mississippi, 
by G. C. Wooldridge, commissioner, 

Interrogatory first. Ave you in the habit of demanding fees, or compensation from purchasers, or per- 
sons entering land in your office, for the exercise of your official duties; such as granting applications, 
examining maps, or transferring certificates? and if so, what are the sums usually charged for any of the 
aforesaid duties? 

Interrogatory second, Have you at any time agreed with purchasers, or persons entering public 
lands, or actually sold any of the public lands, otherwise than for ready money? Or has the receiver of 
public moneys at this place acted thus, within your knowledge? 

Interrogatory third, Wave you at any time had knowledge of the existence of companies, or combina- 
tions of speculators, for the purpose of preventing a fair competition in the sale of any of the public 
lands; and were you in any manner connected with said company or combination; and did you participate 
in any manner in the profits made by them, by speculations on the public lands? 


* See interrogatories 4th, 7th, and 17th, to Thos. L. Sumrall, and his answers thereto. 
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Interrogatory fourth. Mave those speculators, after the public sales were closed, offered the lands 
urchased by them at said sale to persons attending the public sale? 
Interrogatory fifth. What portion of the public land offered for sale at Columbus, do you suppose was 
pought by the company of speculators? 

“Interrogatory sirth. What would you suppose to have been the loss the government sustained by the 
jurchase and resale of land as above mentioned?) Or what sum do you suppose the company realized by 
their resale? : 

Interrogatory seventh, Was the receiver of public moneys at this place at any time been in the habit 
of selling, at a premium, notes of the Bank of.the United States, received by him for public lands, and 
depositing, in licu thereof, notes of banks not at par value, but which were made receivable for public 
Jands, in the deposit bank, selected by the Secretary of the Treasury? 


Answer of William Dowsing, register of the public lands at Columbus, Mississippi, to interrogatories 
propounded to him by G. C, Wooldridge, commissioner of the Committee of Public Lands, in the Senate 
of the United States. 

Answer to first interrogatory. I have been in the habit of charging twenty-five cents for an examina- 
tion of the maps, or books; for transferring certificates, which is usually made on a separate printed 
paper or form, which I keep for that purpose, and which I attach to the certificate, I charge for each 
transfer thus made, one dollar, For granting applications, I make no charge. 

Answer to second interrogatory. I have not. In answer to the second part of this question, in regard 
to the receiver, I answer, that I have known him once or twice, to suffer persons to enter land, and, as a 
matter of accommodation, has waited with them a few days, for the money, in which cases he has, however, 
always charged the amount to himself. 

Answer to third interrogatory. [have not at any time had positive knowledge of the existence of any 
such company or combination; though at the last land sales at this place, I did, from circumstances that 
transpired during the sales, suspect that such a company had been formed; and used exertions to satisfy 
myself of the fact, but could not succeed; I was desirous, could I have satisfied myself of the existence 
of such a company, to have suspended the sales. After the close of the public sales, I then did Ic an 
positively that such a company had been in existence during the sales, by the statement of some, who 
stated themselves to have been members of the company, and who, I think, stated they had drawn a divi- 
dend from the company, or a profit of about four hundred and sixty-five dollars, upon each thousand 
dollars invested. I had no connection in any manner whatever with said company; neither did I partici- 
pate cither directly or indirectly in the profits. 

Answer to fourth interrogatory. 1 have understood they did. I think the land sales closed here on 
Saturday. On the same evening as well as I recollect, there was a sale of lands at auction, at the court 
house door, about fifty or sixty steps from my office. This I understood was a sale of part of the lands 
purchased by the company of speculators, during the public sales. 

Answer to fifth interrogatory. I should say at least one-third, or one-fourth, at least. 

Answer to sirth interrogatory. | cannot make any estimate on that subject. 

Answer to seventh interrogatory. Some time ago, the receiver did frequently exchange notes of the 
United States Bank, received by him for the sales of public lands, for other bank notes, and sometimes 
did receive a premium upon the United States Bank notes. But he has subsequently received instructions 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, instructing him not to make such exchange, and requiring him to 
endorse on the back of each receipt the specific bills by him reeeived in payment for each particular piece 
of land, which instructions I believe he has scrupulously adhered to. And further this deponent saith not. 

WM. DOWSING. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of November, 1834. 

ADOLPHUS G. WIER, J. P. [seat] 


Strate oF Misstssiprt, Lownds County: 

I, A. G. Weir, an acting justice of the peace, in and for said county, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going depositions of Win. Dowsing, register of the land office at this place, were regularly taken, and 
duly acknowledged in my presence, I having administered to him the necessary oath in such cases, in due 
form of law. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 11th day of November, 
1854. 

ADOLPHUS G. WEIR, J.P. [seat.] 


Stare or Mrssisstrrr, Lownds County: 

Know ye that I, William L. Moore, clerk of the probates court of Lownds county and State afore- 
said, do hereby certify that Adolphus G. Wier, whose name is subscribed to the foregoing depositions and 
certificates, is a legally constituted justice of the peace in and for said county, according to the constitu- 
tion and Jaws of this State, and that his certificates are in due form of law, and that full faith and credit 
should be given to his official acts as such. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the county, this 14th day of 
November, 1834. 


WILLIAM L. MOORE. [seat.] 


No. 34.—General W. P. Harris’ testimony: 

Interrogatorics propounded to General W. P. Harris, receiver of public moneys at the land office at 
Columbus, Mississippi, by Gibson C. Wooldridge, commissioner. 

First interrogatory. Are you in the habit of demanding fees or compensation from purchasers, or 
persons entering public land in your office, for the exercise of your official duties, such as issuing certifi- 
cates or receipts, transferring certificates, or examining any of the books in your office? 

Second interrogatory. Have you at any time sold any of the public lands otherwise than for ready 
money? 

Third interrogatory. Was the register at any time marked any portion of the public lands laid down 
on the maps in his office, “so/d” for the purpose of protecting the same from entry; when, in fact, 
such particular piece or tract of land was not actually sold? 
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Fourth interrogatory. Have you at any time had knowledge of the existence of companies, or combi- 
nations of speculators, for the purpose of preventing a fair competition in the sale of any of the public 
lands; and were you in any manner connected with said company or combination; and did you in any 
manner participate in the profits made by them by speculations on the public lands? 

Fifth interrogatory. Have those speculators after the public sales were closed, offered such lands ag 
had been purchased by them at the public sales, for sale at public auction, to persons attending the public 
land sales? 

Sixth interrogatory. What portion of the lands offered for sale at Columbus do you suppose wag 
bought by the company of speculators? , 

-Seventh interrogatory. What would you suppose to be a fair estimate of the loss sustained by the 
government, by the operations of said company of speculators? 

Eighth interrogatory. Wave you ever sold at a premium, bank notes of the Bank of the United States 
received by you in payment for public lands, for notes of other banks; and depositing those last men- 
tioned notes, in the deposit banks selected by the Secretary of the Treasury? 

Ninth interrogatory. Wave you ever known the register to agree with any person to cover, or protect 
from entry any particular piece, or tract of public land, and receiving compensation in any manner for 
the same? 

Tenth interrogatory. Have either the register or yourself at any time entered in your own names, or 
in the names of other persons for your use and benefit, any of the public lands, without the consent of 
the surveyor general? 


General W. P. Harris, receiver of public moneys at Columbus, Mississippi, after having been duly 
sworn to make full, true, and perfect answers to such interrogatories as might be propounded to him by 
the commissioner, answered as follows: 

Answer to first interrogatory. I am not. 

Answer to second interrogatory. On one oceasion, Mr, G. W. Martin, acting as Choctaw locating agent, 
bid off considerable lands, which he did not pay for, though J issued to him the certificates or receipts, 
which land he has not yet paid me for, though I charged the amount to myself, and accounted for it. I 
was mainly influenced in granting him this indulgence, by the fact of his being an officer acting under the 
authority of the general government. 

Answer to third interrogatory. Not to my knowledge. 

Answer to fourth interrogatory. 1 had no positive knowledge of the existence of such a company, pre- 
vious to the close of the land sales. I was in no manner connected with any such company. 

Answer to fifth interrogatory. They did on several different days in this place. 

Answer to sixth interrogatory. I should say at least one-third. 

Answer to seventh interrogatory. I cannot make anything like an estimate. 

Answer to eighth interrogatory. I have not. 

Answer to ninth interrogatory. I never have. 

Answer to tenth interrogatory. I have entered one section and three-quarters in my own name in one 
body, in which Major Dowsing, the register, was equally interested. I have also made several other 
entries, in connection with other persons, in which the register had no agency or interest; further, this 
deponent saith not. 

W. P. HARRIS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of November, 1834. 


ADOLPHUS G. WIER, Justice of the Peace. [srau.] 


Strate oF Misstssirr1, Lownds County: 

I, A. G. Wier, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, do hereby certify, that the fore- 
going deposition of Wiley P. Harris, receiver of public moneys at this place, was regularly taken and 
duly acknowledged in my presence, I having administered to him the necessary oath in such cases in due 
form of law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 11th day of November, 1834. 

ADOLPIIUS G. WIER, Justice of the Peace. [sear] 


State or Misstsstrr1, Lownds County: 

Know ye that I, William L. Moore, clerk of probates court of Lownds county, and State aforesaid, 
do hereby certify, that Adolphus G. Wier, whose name is subscribed to the foregoing depositions and 
certificate, is a legally constituted justice of the peace in and for said county, according to the constitu- 
tion and laws of this State, and that his certificates are in due form of law, and that full faith and credit 
should be given to his official acts as such. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the county, this 14th day 
of November, 1834. 


WILLIAM L. MOORE, Clerk. [srau.] 


No. 35.—Malcom M. Burke’s testimony: 

Interrogatories propounded to Malcom M. Burke by G. C. Wooldridge, commissioner. 

Interrogatory first. Wave you ever attended any of the public sales of land in Mississippi? 

Interrogatory second. Have the register and receiver at Columbus at any time sold any of the public 
land otherwise than for ready money? 

Interrogatory third. Have you known of any combinations of speculators at any public sale of lands, 
for the purpose of preventing any other person from bidding for or purchasing land which they might 
wish for settlement and cultivation, and thereby preventing a fair competition in the sale of public lands? 

Interrogatory fourth, Wave those speculators, after the public sales had closed, offered the lands so 
purchased by them, for sale, at public auction, to persons attending the public sales? 

Interrogatory fifth. What portion of the public lands offered for sale at Columbus, do you suppose was 
bought by the company of speculators? 

Interrogatory sixth. What would you suppose to have been the loss sustained by the government by 
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reason of the combinations of speculators: or what sum, do you suppose, the company realized by their 
operations? 

Interrogatory seventh. Have the register and receiver, or either of them, manifested favoritism in the 
sale of public lands at private sale, where two or more persons made application to enter the same par- 


ticular piece of land? 


Answer of Malcom M. Burke to interrogatories propounded to him by G. C. Wooldridge, commissioner: 

Answer to interrogatory first. I have. 

Answer to interrogatory second. Not to my knowledge. 

Answer to interrogatory third. I know that at the last land sale at Columbus, there was a company 
or combination of speculators, for the purpose of putting down competition among themselves, but no 
other persons, and for the purpose of purchasing lands at the minimum price of the government. 

Answer to interrogatory fourth. They have. 

Answer to interrogatory fifth. I have not any idea. 

Answer to interrogatory sixth. From report, I understood about sixty thousand dollars; but of this I 
know nothing of my own personal knowledge. 

Answer to interrogatory seventh. I have no knowledge of such conduct on their part. 

And further this deponent saith not. 


WILLIAM BURKE. 
Sworn and subscribed before me, this 15th day of November, 1834. 
JOHN H. MORRIS, 
Justice of the Peace for Lownds County, Miss. [seau.] 


Srate oF Mississippr, Lownds County: 

I, John H. Morris, an acting justice of the peace, in and for said county, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing deposition of Malcolm M. Burke, was regularly taken, and duly acknowledged in my presence, 
I having administered to him the necessary oath in such cases, in due form of law. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 15th day of November, 1834. 


JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace. [SEAL. ] 


State or Misstssipr1, Lownds County: ’ 

Know ye that I, William L. Moore, clerk of the probates court of said county, do hereby certify 
that John II. Morris, whose name is subscribed to the foregoing depositions and certificates, is an acting 
justice of the peace in and for said county, duly qualified according to the constitution and laws of this 
State, and that his certificates are in due form of law, and that full faith and credit should be given to 
his official acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the county, this 18th day of 
November, 1834. 
WILLIAM L. MOORE, Clerk. [srat.] 


No. 36.—Dr. 1. Nand’s testimony: 
Interrogatories propounded to Dr. H. Hand, of Columbus, Mississippi, by Gibson C. Woolridge, com- 


missioner, 

Interrogatory first. Wave you ever attended any of the public sales of lands in Mississippi? 

Interrogatory second, Have you had any transactions in business with the register and receiver at 
Columbus, in their official capacity? 

Interrogatory third. Have they at any time sold any of the public lands otherwise than for ready 
money? 
Interrogatory fourth. Have they, or either of them, at any time been interested with speculators or 
others, who became the purchasers of the public lands, or shared with them the profits arising from such 
sale? 
Interrogatory fifth. Wave you known of any combinations of speculators at any public sale of lands, 
for the purpose of preventing ‘other persons from bidding for or purchasing lands which they might wish 
fur settlement and cultivation, and thereby preventing a “fair competition in the sale of public lands? 

Interrogatory sixth. Wave these spec ulators, after the public sales were closed, offered the land so 
purchased by them for sale to persons attending the public sales? 

Interrogatory seventh. What portion of the public land offered for sale at Columbus do you suppose 
was bought by the company of speculators? 

Interrogatory eighth. What would you suppose to have been the loss sustained by the government by 
reason of the combinations above mentioned, by their purchases and resale? 

Interrogatory ninth. What sum do you suppose the company of speculators realized by their opera- 
tions? e 

Interrogatory tenth. Have the register and receiver, or either of them, manifested favoritism in the 
sale of public lands at private sale, when two or more persons made application to purchase or enter any 
particular tract of land? 

Answers of Dr. J. HW. Hand to interrogatories propounded to him by G. C. Wooldridge, commissioner: 

Answer to interrogatory first. I have. 

Answer to interrogatory second. 1 have. 

Answer to interrogatory third. So far as I know they have not. 

Answer to interrogatory fourth, So far as I have any knowledge of the matter, they never have been 
concerned. ; 

Answer to interrogatory fifth. I know that at the last public sales of lands at this place, there was a 
company formed for the purpose of purchasing public lands at the lowest possible prices. 

Answer to interrogatory sirth. The said company did, immediately after the close of the public land 
sales, sell, at public auction, in this place, the lands purchased by them at the public sales. 

Answer to interrogatory seventh. I suppose about two-thirds. 
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Answer to interrogatory eighth. I cannot make a satisfactory answer to this question. 
Answer to interrogatory ninth. I should suppose they made at least twenty-five per cent upon the 
lands purchased. > 
Answer to interrogatory tenth. So far as I have any knowledge they have not. And further this depo- 
nent saith not. 
J. H. HAND. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 12th day of November, 1834. 
ADOLPHUS G. WIER, Justice of the Peace. [seat.] 


Strate or Misstssipr1, Lownds County: 

I, A. G. Wier, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going deposition of Dr. J. H. Wand, was regularly taken and acknowledged before me, and that I admin- 
istered to him the necessary oath in such cases, in due form of law. In witness whereof, I have hereunto 
set my hand and seal, this 12th day of November, 1834. 

ADOLPHUS G. WIER, Justice of the Peace. [srau.] 


Srate or Misstssiprt, Lownds County: 

Know ye that I, William L. Moore, clerk of the probates court of Lownds county and State afore- 
said, do hereby certify, that Adolphus G. Wier, whose name is subscribed to the foregoing depositions 
and certificates, is a legally constituted justice of the peace, according to the constitution and laws of 
this State, and that his certificates are in due form of law, and that full faith and credit should be given 
to his official acts as such. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the county, this fourteenth 
day of November, 1834. 
WILLIAM L. MOORE, Clerk. [srat.] 


Interrogatories propounded to Adolphus G. Wier, by Gibson C. Wooldridge, commissioner: 

Interrogatory first. Wave you ever had any transactions in business with the register or receiver of 
the land office at Columbus, Mississippi? 

Interrogatory second. Wave they, or either of them, at any time, sold any of the public lands other- 
wise than for ready money? 

Interrogatory third, propounded to Adolphus G, Wier by Gibson C. Wooldridge, commissioner, on the 
20th day of November, 1834: Did the said G. W. Martin purchase any other lands, at the public 
sales, than those mentioned in your answer to the second interrogatory? 


: . Answers of Adolphus G. Wier to interrogatories propounded to him by G, C. Wooldridge, commis- 
sioner appointed by the Committee on Public Lands, in the Senate of the United States. 

Answer to interrogatory first. I have. I acted as clerk for the receiver, Wiley P. Harris, in the 
receiver’s office for several months. 

Answer to interrogatory second. Some short time before the land sales at this place, G. W. Martin, who 
was acting as Choctaw locating agent, under appointment of the President of the United States, came 
here. He stated to General Harris, the receiver, that he wished to purchase a large quantity of land at 
the sales, and that he should not be able to pay for it at the time, but if he (the receiver) would suffer 
him to bid off such land as he wished, and give him the certificates or receipts, that he would go home 
and return ina short time, with the money, and pay for the land. This General Harris, the receiver, 
agreed to; and accordingly, at the land sales, the said G. W. Martin did bid off considerable land, and 
the receiver issued to him the certificates or receipts for the same, purporting to have actually received 
the money for the same, relying upon the solemn promise of the said G, W. Martin to return in a short 
time and pay him the money. He did not return for some time, and when he did he did not pay the 
money for the land, but represented to General Harris that he had been deceived in the quality of the 
land. He, however, executed his promissory note to General Harris, the receiver, for the amount; and 
the money is not yet paid. The land having been reported ‘sold’? by the receiver, he, in his accounts 
with the government charged the amount to himself. I am satisfied that General Harris had no interest 
of a pecuniary character in said transaction; but that General Harris was entirely influenced and induced 
to grant G. W. Martin this indulgence from the fact of his coming here in the capacity of an agent 
appointed by the President of the United States, and was at the time acting in the capacity of Choctaw 
locating agent. This, I am satisfied, was the sole cause of Gen. Harris granting him this indulgence. 

And further this deponent saith not. 

ADOLPHUS G. WIER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 18th day of November, 1834. 

JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace. [srat.] 


Srate oF Misstsstppt, Lownds County: 

I, John H. Morris, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing deposition of Adolphus G, Weir was regularly taken and duly acknowledged in my presence, I 
having administered to him the necessary oath in such cases, in due form of law. In witness whereof I 
have hereunto set my hand and seal this 18th day of November, 1854. 

JOUN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace. [srat.] 


Answer to interrogatory third. He did. At the last land sales at this place the said G. W. Martin, in 
pursuance of his agreement with the receiver, mentioned in my answer to the second interrogatory, bid 
off a quantity of land in addition to that mentioned in my said answer to the second interrogatory; I think 
to the amount of about $2,400, and which he also failed to pay for; and upon his return to this place, 
some time after the sales, and failing to pay for this land, the receiver, Wiley P. Harris, reported the case 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office at Washington city, setting forth the facts and cirecum- 
stances of this transaction; and I think Major Dowsing, the register, also wrote to the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, on the subject. The said purchases so made by G. W. Martin were canceled, 
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the certificates or receipts destroyed, and the entries of the sale crossed on the books of the land office 
here; and I understood this was done by the order of the Commissioner of the General Land Office. I 
know that the entries were stricken out, ‘and the land became subject to entry in the usual manner; and 
perhaps the larger portion of it has been since entered by other persons. 
And further this de ponent saith not. 
ADOLPHUS G. WEIR. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 20th day of November, 1834. 
JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace. [srat.] 


Srate oF Misstssippt, Lownds County: 

I, John H. Morris, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing answer of Adolphus GW eir, to the third interrogatory propounded tohim by G.C. Wooldridge, 
commissioner, was regularly taken and duly acknowledged in my presence, I having administered to him 
the necessary oath in such cases, in due form of law; and that his said answer to the said third inter- 
rogatory, being on a separate half sheet of paper, was attached to his other depositions taken on the 18th 
instant, by sealing it on the inside thereof with wafers. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 20th day of November, 1834. 


JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace. [seau.] 





Srare oF Mississtppr, Lownds County: 

Know ye that I, William L. Moore, clerk of the probates court of said county, do hereby certify that 
John H. Morris. whose name is subscribed to the foregoing deposition and certificates, is an acting justice 
of the peace in and for said county, legally constituted according to the constitution and laws of this 
State; and that his certificates are in due form of law; and that full faith and credit should be given to 
his official acts as such. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set, my hand and affixed the seal of the county, this 18th day 
of November, 1834. 

WILLIAM L. MOORE, Clerk. [srau:] 


Interrogatories propounded to Robert W. Carr, a tavern keeper in Columbus, Mississippi, by Gibson 
C. Wooldridge, commissioner: 

First interrogatory. Uave you ever attended any of the public sales of lands in Mississippi? 

Second interrogatory. Wave you known of any combinations of speculators at any public sale of 
lands, for the purpose of preventing other persons from bidding for or purchasing lands which they might 
wish for settlement and cultivation, and thereby preventing a fair competition in the sale of public lands? 

Third interrogatory. Wave those speculators, after the public sale had closed, offered the lands so 
purchased by them, for sale at auction, to persons attending the public sales? 

Fourth interrogatory. What portion of the public lands offered for sale at Columbus, do you suppose, 
was bought by the company of speculators? 

Lifth interrogatory. What would you suppose to have been the loss sustained by the government, 
by reason of the combination of speculators, or what sum do you suppose the company realized by their 
operations? 

Sirth interrogatory. Wave the register, or receiver, or either of them, at this place, manifested favor- 
itism in the sale of public lands at private sale, when two or more persons made application to enter the 
same particular piece or tract of land? 

Seventh interrogatory. Have the register and receiver at this place, at any time, sold any of the 
public lands otherwise than for ready money? 


Answers of Robert W. Carr to interrogatories propounded to him by G. C. Wooldridge, commissioner 
appointed by Committee on Public Lands, in the Senate of the United States: 
Answer to first interrogatory. I reside in Columbus, but did not attend at the land office dusky the 
public sale of lands at this place. 
Answer to second interrogatory. I believe there was such a company formed at the last public sales 
of land at this place. 
Answer to third interrogatory. There was a public sale at auction of lands, a few days after the close 
of the public sales, both at the court house door, and at my house, which is a tavern at this place. I 
understood that this was a sale of lands purchased by the company of spec ulators, at the public land sales. 
Answer to fourth interrogatory. I can give no opinion on this subject. 
Answer to fifth interrogatory. I suppose from fifty to sixty thousand dollars. 
Answer to sixth interrogatory. I have no know ledge of such conduct on their part. 
Answer to seventh interrogatory. Not to my knowledge. 
And furthermore this deponent saith not. 
ROBERT W. CARR. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 14th day of November, 1834. 
ADOLPHUS G. WIER, Justice of the Peace. [srat.] 


Sraté oF Misstsstppr, Lownds County: 

I, A. G. Wier, an acting justice of the peace, in and for said county, do hereby certify that the fore- 
going deposition of Robert W. Carr was regularly taken, and duly acknowledged in my presence, I having 
administered to him the necessary oath in such cases, in due form of law. In witness whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal, this 14th day of November, 1834. 

ADOLPHUS G. WIER, Justice of the Peace.  [skat.] 


Srate or Misstssipr1, Lownds County: 
Know ye, that I, William L. Moore, clerk of the probate court of Lownds county, and State afore- 
said, do hereby certify that Adolphus G. Wi ier, whose name is subscribed to the foregoing depositions 
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and certificates, is a legally constituted justice of the peace in and for said county, according to the con- 
stitution and laws of this State, and that his certificates are in due form of law, and that full faith and 
credit should be given to his official acts as such. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the county, this 14th day of 
November, 1834. 
WILLIAM L. MOORE, Clerk. [SEAL ] 


Cotumbes, Mississippi, November 20, 1834. 
To the Committee on Public Lands in the Senate of the United States: 

GentLEMEN: The undersigned, a commissioner, appointed by the chairman of your committee, here- 
with transmits evidence taken by him in regard to the land office of this place; and also the facts in 
regard to Edward Sims, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, a witness regularly summoned to give evidence, and 
which he failed and refused to do, for the particulars of which the commissioner begs leave to call the 
attention of the committee to the subpa@na herewith transmitted; on the back of which the committee 
will find the return of the sheriff, showing that it was regularly served. Your commissioner will further 
inform the committee, that he is informed and believes that the said Edward Sims is perhaps the only 
individual who could give the committee full satisfaction with regard to the names, places of residence, 
&e., of the company of speculators formed at this place at the last land sales. Your commissioner, there- 
fore, submits it to the wisdom of the committee to adopt sach course in regard to his evidence as to them 
may seem meet and proper. Your commissioner further represents, that not considering himself invested 
with power to enforce the attendance of witnesses, he finds it absolutely impossible to arrive at facts 
which he is well aware are in the knowledge of individuals, but who will refuse to answer such questions 
as they may think may, by possibility, ultimately involve themselves, either as actual transgressors, or 
having some agency; and claiming to judge for themselves how far their answers might have that effect, 
and forming this opinion upon facts retained within their own knowledge; thereby effectually precluding 
the commissioner from arriving at the facts, or correcting their impressions on this subject; hence the 
commissioner finds it impracticable to arrive at positive and satisfactory evidence in regard to those 
matters. 

Therefore, your commissioner would respectfully suggest, in case any further examination should be 
contemplated by the committee, through the intervention of commissioners, that they should be invested 
with more extensive powers to enable them to enforce the attendance of witnesses; or, that the committee 
take such steps with those as refuse to attend, and are reported by the commissioners, as will prevent 
and deter others from a similar course, 

Your commissioner deems it unnecessary to add to the number of depositions, all tending merely to 
the same point. Presuming, that the fact of a formation and combination of a company of speculators at 
the last land sales at this place, is sufficiently established by the evidence herewith transmitted; and 
also, that the loss sustained by the government was about $65,000 of $70,000. The names of the indi- 
viduals, and their residence, your commissioner cannot with any degree of convenience ascertain, for the 
reasons above mentioned. 

Your commissioner respectfully begs leave to call the attention of the committee to the answer of 
General Harris, the receiver at this place, to the second interrogatory; and also, to the answer of Adol- 
phus G. Wier, a clerk in the receiver's office. Not considering the Choctaw locating agent, appointed 
by General Jackson, one of the officers, the investigation of whose conduct was contemplated by the com- 
mittee, I have not taken any evidence in regard to him further than he has been connected with the land 
officers at this place. 

I have the honor to be, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 


~ 


r C. WOOLDRIDGE. 


Srate or Mississippi, Lownds County: 
To the Sheriff of said County, greeting: 

By virtue of the power in me vested by the Senate of the United States of America, I hereby autho- 
rize and command you to summon Edward Sims, if to be found in your county, to be and personally 
appear before me, at my room in Richard Barry’s tavern, in Columbus, on Wednesday, the 12th instant, 
at 10 o’clock, A. M., to answer on oath, such interrogatories as may be propounded to him touching any 
fraud or malpractice on the part of the several registers and receivers of the several land offices in this 
State; also touching any fraud or corruption that may have been practiced in the sales of public lands in 
this State. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 11th day of November, 1834. 

G. C. WOOLDRIDGE, Commissioner. [seat] 





Cottmsus, November 14, 1834. 

The within named Edward Sims resides at Tuscaloosa, Alabama, Soon after my arrival here, I was 
informed that he was one of the principal leaders in the company of speculators formed at this place, at 
the last land sales, and that he could give more information on the subject than any other individual. I 
was also informed that he was expected here in a few days. I remained here, and he did come. Iissued 
the within summons, which was regularly served on him by the sheriff of this county; and the said 
Edward Sims failed and refused to attend and give evidence. I am well informed that he is the most 
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material witness in regard to the combination at this place that there is; in fact he is the only man that 
can give all the particulars. I therefore report him to the committee for their further action in regard 
to him. 
‘ az ~~ B . . 
G. C. WOOLDRIDGE, Commissioner. 
Wiiiam 8. Jones, Esq. 


VickspurGH, June 10, 1834. 

Sir: I received your notice to attend in Clinton on the 16th instant, but, in consequence of being on 
the eve of leaving on some very important business, I cannot attend immediately, but will do so with 
pleasure in the course of two or three weeks, which, I presume, will be in time, as nothing can be done 
in the matter this Congress; besides, from the number of persons summoned, I presume you will be two 
weeks getting through. I do not wish you to suppose, for a moment, that I wish to evade the call of 
that honorable body, the Senate of the United States; and in justice to the several registers and receivers 
of land offices in this State, with whom 1 have had much business, I feel it my duty to attend, and state 
what I know, which will be entirely in their favor. 


Yours, respectfully, W. R. CAMPBELL. 





Nartcuez, June 14, 1834. 

Sm: We have read your subpoena and accompanying letter, directing us to appear before you as 
witnesses, at Clinton, on the 17th instant. It is impossible for either of us to attend. The first is sub- 
peenaed as a witness for the circuit court, which holds its session next week; and the latter is requir -d 
to attend the session of said court, not only as a witness, but as counsel in various cases. You say in 
your letter that the testimony of distant witnesses may be taken by deposition. If you will transmit us 
interrogatories, we will answer under oath, and send you the depositions by mail. 

Your obedient servants, THOMAS G. ELLIS, 
R. I. NACKER. 
Mr. Winitam 5. Jones. 


Cuinton, Mississippi, June 23, 1834. 

Sir: The following are the names of witnesses, who failed to attend, though summoned, all of this 
State: John A. Fairchild, Hinds county; William H. Martin, Hinds county. (This gentleman attended, 
but would not be qualified to give testimony.) Richard Davidson, and Samuel M. Puckett, Rankin 
county; Joseph Dunbar, Jefferson county. The summons for Mr. Dunbar was left at his residence; 
whether he received it or not, in time to attend, we do not know. We consider him a very important 
witness, as you can discover, in fact, from the testimony of John S. Gooch, William T. Lindsay, and 
Thos. L. Sumrall. Many favors seem to have been conferred on him by certain land officers. Robert J. 
Walker, Thomas G. Ellis, and Nicholas Gray, Adams county; Messrs. Walker and Ellis, we have been 
credibly informed, now have all the papers, books, &c., of the Chocchuma land company; they were served 
with a subpena duces tecum for that purpose. Mr. Gray was the secretary of said company. A letter 
received from Messrs. Walker and Ellis, you will find enclosed. Hiram Coffee, James Scott, William 
Henson, Hinds county; William Vick, William R. Campbell, Warren county. We also enclose a letter 
from this gentleman. Several others that were summoned did not attend, on account of sickness. 

The investigation was carried on in Clinton (this place), and mostly in the land office. The ready 
access to all papers, and the aid shown us by the present register and receiver of said office can only be 
accounted for by the correct manner in which they have discharged the duties of their respective offices. 
The testimony relative to the Mount Salus land office, is not exhausted, nor can we tell how long it would 
take to examine all the cases that call in question the conduct of the officers, whose names are so often 
mentioned in the testimony already given, and herewith enclosed. But the testimony behind is either 
confirmatory of that given, or of about the same tenor; and it is hoped that already given will suffice for 
all purposes relative to the Mount Salus land office. Mr. Marsh is probably examining the Chocchuma 
land office, which has caused us to be less energetic in regard to that office. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
ISAAC CALDWELL, 
WM. 8. JONES, 
Commissioners. 
Hon. Cuarman of the Committee on Public Lands, of the Senate of the United States. 





DEPOSITIONS FROM OHIO. 


By virtue of a commission to me directed from the Committee on Public Lands, of the Senate of 
the United States, authorizing and empowering me diligently to examine all such witness or witnesses 
as I may think proper, upon interrogatories to be exhibited by me, touching the perpetration of any frauds 
in the sales of the public lands of the United States, if any shall have been committed, in any district of 
the State of Mississippi; and touching the conduct of any officer or officers, of the said United States, charged 
or authorized by law, with the conduct, direction, management, or superintendence of said sales, first 
having myself taken an oath as directed by said commission, I have caused the witnesses whose names 
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appear hereinafterwards, and came before me, and first called Titus Howard, who, after being duly sworn 
according to law, deposed as follows. 


No. 1.—Titus Howard’s testimony: 

Interrogatory first. Were you at the land sales at Chocchuma duri ing the last fall? If so, state all you 
know, as to the conduct of the land office rs, and speculators, and others, so far as the same is sought to 
be le arned by the resolutions of the Senate of the United States, just received by you. 

Answer. I was in attendance every day of the first sales, but did not arrive on the first day until the 
sales for that day were over. I know “that a company of speculators was formed at the sale, but whe ‘ther 
on the first or second day I know not. I was selected by the citizens, on the evening of the first day of 
the sales, or on the second day, to confer with a committee of the speculators. I was to act with James 
Sims: we requested Colonel Irwin to be with us. We met R. J. Walker, Thou G. Ellis, and Thomas 
Barnard, from the company formed in Mississippi; and Gilchrist, Lane and Jamison, from the company 
of Alabama. I believe we met, up stairs, in Colonel Pratt’s house. We were informe d by the committee 
on the part of the speculators, that the company were anxious to protect the citizens in their homes, and 
would do so, if the citizens would enter into an amicable arrangement with them, by giving them their 
numbers of land; and that, in that event, one of the company should bid off the land, and the settler 
should have one half-quarter se ction; and if one half-quarter section could not include the improvements, 
then a quarter section, at the price at which the company should buy it. We thought this arrangement 
the best that we could form, and entered into it for ourselves, and recommended it to the settlers, many 
of whom, I believe, entered into the arrangement. The speculators, from day to day, held public auctions 
at the tavern, forty or fifty yards from the land office, for the lands which they had ‘bought for themselves 
at the United States sales. 

Interrogatory second. What were the terms of sale of the land company at this auction? 

Answer. The land was sold for cash. Ido not know of a minimum; but a remnant I think did not sell, 

Inter rogatory Jifth. Was there any other transaction between you and any company of speculators, 
at said sales, other than what you have already stated. 

Answer. I bought one half-quarter section at the company’s sales, at an advance of something like a 
dollar per acre on the price paid by the company to the United States. 

Interrogatory sixth. Was it not obvious, to all persons in attendance, that there were companies of 
speculators, from the open manner in which they operated? 

Answer. I know it. 

Interrogatory seventh. Was notice of the said sales such as to afford the inhabitants reasonable time 
to raise money in time to secure the land they might wish to purchase? 

Answer. The news reached us about the 15th’ September. I thought it short notice. 

Interrogatory eighth. Were you present at the time to commence private sales, or enter land at the 
land office? if so, state the manner of conducting entries by the officers? 

Answer. I was present. Each applicant gave his application to the register, and he kept them for a 
time, and then read out the conflicting applications. The applicants then generally convened together, 
and all but one withdrew his application: in some instances there was bidding, when the applicants could 


not compromise. 
Interrogatory ninth. Do you know of any instance in which money was given or offered to applicants 


to withdraw their applic ation? 

Answer. Major James Crowder applied for an eighth of land, adjoining him; there were probably 
seven or eight applications for the same. Crowder said, in the presence of the register, he would give 
two dollars an acre. Colonel Gwin appeared to get in a pet, and tore up the application, and said they 
might compromise, or settle it as they pleased. This was addressed, as I think, to Crowder. Crowder 
got the land without its being at auction. 


No. 2.—Samuel Foster’s testimony: 
Samuel Foster was next called and sworn, who deposed as follows. 
Interrogatory first. Were you acquainted with James Oxberry, a Choctaw Indian, previous to and at 
the time of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, in September, 18 330? 
Answer. I was. 
Interrogatory second, Where did he live at the time of the treaty? 
He lived, I believe, within about five miles of Chocchuma, and on the south side of Yellow- 





Answer. 
busha river. 

Inierrogatory third. Did lhe cultivate or make a crop on the tract of land situated on the north side of 
Yellowbusha, on the land now in the possession of George W. Martin, the agent for deciding upon the 
validity of, and locating Indian claims? 

Answer. I then lived eight or nine miles from the place. I sometimes passed through a part of the 
land, but was not well ac quainted with it. I have no knowledge of his having cultivated any part of it 
in the year 1830. I saw some house logs cut and lying along the road on the land before the treaty, or 
about that time; but I saw no other improvements. 

Interrogator y fourth. When was the first time that you ever knew James Oxberry, with his family, 
or by himself, to be living on the land? : 

“Answer, Within about three weeks or a month after the treaty, James Oxberry, with his family, was 
living on the land within about two hundred yards of the path I was accustomed. to travel, as well as I 

recollect. 
Interrogatory fifth. Has James Oxberry sold his claims to said lands? If yea, when, and to whom, 
for what price, and on what condition? 

Answer. I understood he sold it to Kelsey H. Douglass and George W. Martin, the agent of the 
United States for the location of Indian claims, and for the sum of tw enty- five hundred dollars. I do not 
remember the exact time, but think it was about twelve months after the tr aty. 

Interrogatory sixth. Is George W. Martin in possession of the land? If yea, when did he commence 
his settlement on it? 

Answer. He is on the land, and commenced his settlement some time between the month of October, 


1832, and March, 1833. 
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Interrogatory seventh. Tas said tract of land been located in the name of Oxberry, and so registered? 

Answer. I understood it has. 

Interrogatory eighth. Upon what testimony was the location made, or reservation established? 

Answer. 1 do not know. 

Interrogatory ninth. Who resided nearest said tract of land at the time of the treaty? 

Answer. John Hammonds resided within about two miles and a half, John Smith within about six 
miles, and myself within about eight miles, 

Interrogatory tenth. What was the tract of land worth at private sale about the time of the public 
land sales last fall, and how much was in the tract? 

Answer. There is a section and three-quarters, or eleven hundred and twenty acres, which I think at 
that time fairly worth on an average eight dollars per acre. 

Interrogatory eleventh. At what time did Colonel Martin locate and decide upon the Indian claims? 

Answer, Within about a month or three weeks before the land sales; they were registered, but I 
think his decisions were not made known until within a few days before the sales, 

Interrogatory twelfth. Wow long was it known in the country about Chocchuma and where you reside, 
that the President of the United States had advertised the lands to be sold in October, before the sales 
actually came on? 

Answer. I think about a month. 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Was that a reasonable time, in the then situation of the country, to enable 
settlers to procure funds to pay for their lands? 

Answer, I think not. 

Interrogatory fourteenth. Do you know of any dwelling-house, or other house on the tract of land 
before referred to of James Oxberry’s, at the time of the treaty? 

Answer. I know of none. 

Interrogatory fifteenth. Did you ever hear Oxberry say whether there were any houses on the lands? 

Answer. I think I have heard Oxberry say there was no house on the land at or prior to the time of 
the treaty, nor did T ever see any. 

Interrogatory sixteenth. Did Oxberry live on, or cultivate, any land on the north side of Yellowbé¢ sha, 
in the year 1830. 

Answer, Not to my knowledge. 


S. FOSTER. 


No, 3 
John L. Irwin was called and sworn, who deposed as follows. 


Interrogatory first. Were you present at Chocchuma at the land sales, in October and November, 
1833? If yea, for what length of time did you continue in attendance? 

Answer, Lw as, and I think for the two first weeks, every day. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know of the existence of any company of speculators at said sale? If 
so, who were they? 

Answer. I know that there was a company formed, and this knowledge is derived from my attend- 
ance with Mr. Howard, (as he has stated in one of his answers) at a conference between him and James 
Sims, as a committee on the part of the settlers, with a committee of the speculators: their names are 
given by Mr. Howard. 

Interrotogary third, Wave you any reason to believe that at the commencement of the sales there w 
more than one company? if yea, how many, and what are your reasons for believing their existence? 

Answer. It was rumored that there was a company from Alabama and Tennessee: I know of no 
other except that mentioned by Captain Howard, 

Interrogatory fourth. Do you know of any combination or association of speculators or others, to 
defeat or prevent competition in the land sales? 

Answer. Tam contident of the fact stated by Titus Howard, in his answer to the first interrogation 
in his deposition. I believe said statement to be substantially true. Ido not think I am able to give 
any fact on the subject in addition to what he has done. 

Interrogatory fifth. Do you know the names of all the consolidated company of speculators, or any of 
those formed on Wednesday? If so, state their names and their place of residence. 

Answer, There were a great many. It was my impression and understanding, that Robert J. 
Walker, Thomas Barnard, Thomas G. Ellis, of Mississippi, Malcolm Gilchrist, Jamison and Lane, of Ala- 
bama, represented in the conference, (of which Titus Howard speaks, ) the speculators. 

Interrogatory sixth. How long before the sales actually commenced did the advertisement of sales 

ach this part of the country? 

Answer, On the fifteenth day of September, at a barbecue, Captain Howard arrived from Columbus, 
and brought the first intelligence that reached me, and the sales commenced on the third Monday of Octo- 
ber. My impression was that this was the first time it was generally made known. A rumor prevailed 
a few days before, but was not, I believe, generally believed. 

Interrogatory seventh, By what title or claim was the town of Choechuma held? who held it, or has 
since held it? the names of the individuals who compose the company, if held by a company? when was 
such company formed? 

Answer. I understood it was taken by one of Mr. Franklin E. Plummer’s floats; which float, I under- 
stood from Mr. Plummer, was one of those granted by the treaty to Peggy Trahern and her children, and 
to Delila and her children, and that he had the control of all of them. 1 understood he sold one to a com- 
pany composed of Colonel R. H. Sterling, the receiver, George W. Martin, the locating agent, Wiley 
Davis, Joseph Plummer, and some others. I was invited to join the company, but declined it. The com- 
pany was formed before the land sales, I think about the 15th September, at Elliot, when I was present. 

Interrogatory eighth. Who officiated as auctioneers at the land sales of the government lands? 

Answer. There were several who acted at different times—Mr. Rather, of Alabama, Mr. Stephen 
Holt, of Hinds county, and Mr. Griffin, of Clinton, and probably others. 

Interrogatory ninth. Who acted as auctioneer for the speculators’ company at their sales, as named 
by Captain Howard and others, in their answers which you have just heard? 

Answer. Mr. Rather. 





. Irwin’s testimony: 
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Interrogatory tenth. Do you know any instance in which the receiver of public moneys has been 
engaged in exchanging bank paper for profit? 

Answer I do not. 

Interrogatory eleventh. Are you acquainted with the general character, for truth and veracity, of 
Titus Howard, Samuel Foster, Thomas G. Nixon, witnesses, whose testimonies have just been taken? If 
yes, state what are they. 

Answer. I am acquainted with them, and I believe they are all citizens who stand high in this com- 
munity, and are entitled to as much credit in their statements as any men I am acquainted with. 

Interrogatory twelfth. Were you present at the first and subsequent days after the sales, when the 
privilege of entering lands was allowed? 

Answer. I was, for several of the first days, and was at the land office occasionally for two weeks. 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Did you purchase any land at any of these visits to Chocchuma, at private 
entry? 

Answer, T did, and perhaps at each visit. 

Interrogatory fourteenth. Did the register sign your application whenever presented, or did he keep 
it any length of time, to see whether any conflicting application for the same land might be presented? 

Answer. I have no recollection to have met with any delay or objection; my applications were 
signed by the register without objection or delay, and the purchase money promptly received and 
receipted for by the receiver. 

Interrogatory fifteenth. During these visits to Chocchuma, how much land did you take up at private 
entry—TI mean during the first two weeks after the land in the district became subject to private entry, 
and before the speculators had dispersed? 

Answer. I think about six or eight half-quarter sections. 

Interrogatory sixteenth. By what sort of claim is the town of Pittsburgh claimed? 

Answer. I have understood that is held under one of Mr. Plummer’s floats, said to have been derived 
from the Peggy Trahern claim, under the treaty with the Choctaws in 1830, 

Interrogatory seventeenth. Who are the proprietors of said town, under said claim, and when did 
Plummer part with his claim? 

Answer. I understood that Plummer had sold that section to Joseph A. McRaven, Hiram Coffee, 
William Trahern, locator of orphan claims, Samuel M. Pucket, J. and J. A. Lane, and I think, Joseph 
Plummer. The first time that I heard that F. E. Plummer had parted with his said float, was, I believe, 
during the first two weeks of the public sales in October, 1833. 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Do you know, or have you reason to believe, the existence of any further 
fact that will afford information on the subject embraced in the several resolutions of the Senate of the 
United States, which you have just read as accompanying my commission? 

Answer. I do not think I do. 

Interrogatory nineteenth. By what title is the town of Tallahoma held? 

Answer. It is held under a section of float, under the treaty above spoken of, to John Donolly; the 
float was purchased from Donolly’s agent by Hiram G, Runnells and John Watt. I do not know what 
they gave for it. A company was formed at Elliot on Saturday night, I think the 15th September, com- 
posed of John Watt and Hiram G. Runnells, who reserved each a share; and the balance of the company 
were made up of F. E. Plummer or Joseph Plummer, Runnells and Watt, John C. McLemore, Wiley 
Davis, George W. Martin, the agent of the United States for the location of Indian claims under the 
treaty above referred to, Doctor Covington, T, Cleveland, of Tallahoma, Allen Sharkey and William 
Terry, one share, and myself one share: we gave for each share, there being ten shares, seven hundred 
and fifty dollars, estimating the float at the sum of $7,500. 

Interrogatory twentieth. Was the tract, on which said town of Tallahoma is situated, and on which 
said float was located, improved at the time the location was made? and, if yes, what were the improve- 
ments, and when made? 

Answer, There was an improvement on the section, John Balfour was said to have made an 
improvement, and was then living on said tract with his family; his houses were of logs; he had about 
three acres in cultivation, and lived about three hundred yards from the bank of the river, (Yellowbusha, ) 
L. Cleveland had a store on the town site, and on the same section; I believe there was also a ferry. I 
do not know when the improvements were made; the company gave Balfour six hundred and odd dollars 
for said improvement. 

Interrogatory twenty-first. Do you know anything as to the title to the town of Hendersonville? If 
yea, state all you know in relation to it. 

Answer. I understood from Col. McKinny, who resided at that place, that F. E. Plummer had laid 
one of his said floats there. 


JNO. L. IRWIN. 


No. 4.—Abel Beaty’s testimony: 

Abel Beaty was next called and sworn, and deposed as follows. 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at any time during the late land sales, in October and Novem- 
ber, 1833, at Chocchuma? 

Answer. I was here several of the first days, went home occasionally, and returned several times, 
during the sales. 

Interrogatory second. Did you hear the obligation or article of agreement, (mentioned by witnesses, 
previously examined,) read by Robert J. Walker? If yea, state its contents as near as you recollect. 

Answer. Iwas present and heard it. The purport was, that all the land should be bid off by the 
company; that the settlers were not to oppose them; but were to join their terms, and should have at 
cost, one eighth of land, if it would cover their improvement; if not, then one quarter section: the 
settlers were requested to hand in to the company all their numbers of land which they had selected for 
purchase. Mr. Walker, accompanied the reading of the company’s terms to the people, by remarks, 
with a view to show that the settlers could not do better than to accept those terms: most of the people 
acceded to the terms, and many signed the articles. 
Interrogatory third. Did the company generally obtain their lands on the minimum price? 
Answer. They did as far as I observed; I heard the company of speculators frequently proclaim that 
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those who stood out, and would not come into the terms proposed, that their lands should be run on them; 
a few persons stood out. I remember that Mr. Williams, Mr. Ford, and Mr. Laflore were of this number; 
some of their lands were run to $10.00 per acre. 

Interrogatory fourth. Was or was not the business of this company of speculators, transacted chiefly 
by a committee? Who composed this committee? and did the members of the committee go in a body to 
the United States officers, who were conducting the sales, to transact with them the business of the 
company? 

Answer. It was transacted by a committee. Walker, Ellis, and Bernard, of Natchez, Mississippi; 
Gilchrist and Jamison, of Alabama, composed the committee, and it was constantly their practice as soon 
as the sales for the day were closed, to go in a body to the land office, and transact their business with 
Col. Gwin, the register, and Col. Sterling, the receiver. 

Interrogatory fifth. Was or was not the existence of this company, and the mode of conducting their 
business and speculation open and public, and known to the officers appointed by law, to superintend the 
sales on the part of the United States? 

Answer. The existence of the company was entirely well known, and their mode of speculation 
equally public in and out of the office; during the first week of the sales, [heard Mr. Campbell, a merchant 
of ‘Tuscahoma, remonstrate with Col. Gwin, the register, against the course of procecding, as then going 
on, in relation to the sales, and the hardship of being subjected to the tyranny of the company of specu- 
lators. Gwin, after some harsh words had passed, said he did not know there was such a company, and 
if there was, he would have a right to stop the sales. 

Interrogatory sixth. Do you or not know of any other facts tending to facilitate the inquiry, directed 
by the several resolutions of the Senate of the United States, which you have just heard read? 

Answer, Whilst some land in the river bottom, near Chocchuma, was selling, and adjoining G. W. 
Martin, the agent of the United States for the location of Indian claims, and for which said Martin, and 
a Mr. Gold, the clerk of Campbell, were bidding in opposition to each other, and after the land had been 
run to more than ten dollars per acre, a deposit was demanded of Gold. Sterling, the receiver, put his 
head out of the window, and held some conversation with Martin, and immediately a deposit was 
demanded, (the demand came from near the window, ) of Mr. Gold, but I was not able to tell wheth~ by 
Sterling, Martin, or the public crier, or by some other person. Gold was bidding for Campbell; Sterling 
put his head out of the window, conversed with Martin, and dodged back, and the demand of the deposit 
was immediately made, Campbell stepped up and said he could make the deposit, but that he had no 
right to demand it; the bid was forfeited, and the land again sold, and I think Martin bought it at a much 
lower rate. When Gold was ordered to make a deposit, he said he could do it if they would wait a few 
minutes. <A dispute ensued, and Campbell soon stepped up, and made the remarks above stated. 

Interrogatory seventh. What month in the year would suit settlers best for the land sales to come on? 

Answer. I think the month of January, February, or March, would be best. Then the planters could 
have the proceeds of their cotton crops, and have time to sell their corn to new settlers. 

Interrogatory eighth. Was there a reasonable notice given to the inhabitants previous to the sales? 

Answer. The news reached here about the 15th of September; there was a great deal of complaint 
among the inhabitants, on account of not having time to prepare; I think the notice full short, but was 
myself prepared. 

Interrogatory ninth. Did the speculators’ company bid off your land? If so, state whether you asked 
to have it entered on the books of the office in your own name? if not, why? 

Answer. They did bid it off; the reason I did not request it (so as to save the fee of the register) 
was, that some of my neighbors had applied, and were positively refused, as contrary to the articles. 
There was a certificate issued separately for each eighth of land, and a dollar fee to the officer, was required 
for each transfer of a certificate. 


ABEL BEATY. 


No. 5.—Green Hastings’ testimony: 

Green Hastings was next called and sworn, who deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory jirst. Were you present at the public sales of the lands of the United States at Choe- 
chuma in October and November, 1833? 

Answer. I was present every day, I believe, during the first two weeks, and several days afterward, 
during their continuance. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know whether or not, that one or more companies of speculators 
attended said sales, for the purpose of obtaining the public lands at the minimum prices, by controlling 
the bids of those wishing to settle the lands for cultivation? If so, how many of such companies existed; 
where was cach company formed; what were the names of the individuals thus associated, and what was 
their mode of proceeding? 

Answer, On the morning of the second or third day of the sales, a short time before the sales were 
opened, Robert J. Walker, called the attention of the people, before the tavern door about thirty yards 
from the land office, and read an arrangement, announcing that a company was formed to buy the land, 
and that such settlers as would comply with the terms proposed by the company should be protected; the 
settlers were to abstain from bidding; were to give in to the company of speculators the numbers of 
their land, and one eighth of land, including the settler’s improvement, was to be transferred to the set- 
tler on his paying, on the day it might be sold, the amount to be paid to the United States; and if one 
eighth of a section would not cover the improvement, then the settler was to have one quarter section. 
Mr. Walker also made some remarks to the people, advising them that their interests would be best 
promoted by closing in with this offer of the company. Robert J. Walker, of Mississippi, Malcom 
Gilchrist, Robert R. Jemison, of Alabama, and Mr. Jones arranged my business on the part of the com- 
pany. I understood that John C. McLemore, of Tennessee, was a member of the company. Each day 
the public sales on the part of the United States, were sold in the forenoon generally, (of the second 
week) and when the public sales were closed the company would sell, at auction, their lands; and at 
those sales of the company, I understand that they made McLemore pay very high for some valley lands 
which he wanted. I am not able to state many other names of speculators; the people, generally, 
thought it best to close with the terms offered to them, and generally did so; a few persons refused, and 
those refusing paid high for their lands; Robert Williams suffered most by his independence; they made 
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him pay about ten dollars per acre. Others suffered, though perhaps were not run quite so high. I 
embraced the company’s offer, and obtained a fractional quarter section, embracing what is called 
Hastings’ ferry, on Yellowbusha river, at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Interrogatory third. From the manner in which the company transacted their business, was it known 
necessarily to the land officers, that such company existed? 

Answer. I presume it was; they perhaps were present when Mr. Walker made his speech; I am not 
certain, however, that they were; but the agents of the company, who generally bid for the lands, would 
take out receipts in their own names, and immediately transfer them under the attestation of Samuel 
Gwin, the register, to the settler. One of the public criers on the part of the United States, by the 
name of John T. Rather, and I understood to be one of the speculators, and who resides in Alabama, 
when opposition bids were made, would frequently stop crying the land, and say, gentlemen, you had 
better compromise among yourselves; you are fooling away your money. He generally stood in the 
office, in front of the window, and as the officers were in the room I do not see how they could have been 
ignorant on the subject; but I never heard either of the officers say that they knew of this combination, 

Interrogatory fourth. What do you know as to the profits of the company of speculators from the 
lands of the United States thus acquired by them? Give instances. 

Answer. On the section on which I live, they bought in 433 or 4 acres; by mine and Norman’s con- 
tract with them, we would have been entitled to a quarter section each; the 433 or 4 acres was ¢ 
fractional section, and bought in by the company at the minimum price; myself and Norman wanted 
the tract, and we proposed to Walker and Jemison and Glover to take the residue, after paying the 
government price, for $400, which they accepted, and we paid them the money. On another tract adjoin- 
ing me, they made fifty cents per acre, at their own sales, by auction. 

Interrogatory fifth. Were, or were not, the proceedings of the company open, notorious, and palpable; 
and was it not frequently spoken of by agents and members of the company, and others in the land 
oflice, while the officers were present? 

Answer. It was, and while the officers were in the room, which is not large. 

Interrogatory siath. From whence did you remove when you settled here, and to what members of 
Congress, or officers of Washington city, are you known? 

Answer. 1 removed from Hardeman county, Tennessee, in January, 1834; I am known by Hon. 
William Dunlap, and the Hon. David Crockett, delegates in Congress from Tennessee. 

Interrogatory seventh, Who paid the register for the transfers of certificates, from the speculators to 
the settlers? 

Answer. The settlers; I paid five dollars, or more, to the register, Col. Gwin. Whenever I have 
spoken of the government price, I meant the price paid the government by the speculators. 


GREEN HASTINGS. 


No. 6.—Kelsey H. Douglass’s testimony: 

Kelsey H. Douglas was next called, and duly sworn, who deposed as follows. 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at the public sales of the lands of the United States, sold at 
Chocchuma, in October and November, 1833? 

Answer. I believe I was present, during the whole of the sales made at that time. 

Interrogatory second, Wave you any knowledge, that either the receiver or register of the office of 
Choechuma, as far as you know, reccived any fee, or bonus, for the performance of any act connected 
with his official duty? 

“Answer. I do not know. 

Interrogatory third. Was there, at said sales, any combination of speculators, whose object appeared 
to be to promote a fair competition in the sales of the public lands, at said sales? State all you know 
on this subject. 

Answer. I know there was a company formed, whose object was to procure the public lands at the 
lowest price. Ido not know who composed the entire company of speculators, but the company was 
represented, and its principal executive business was done by R. J. Walker, Thomas G. Ellis, and Thomas 
Bernard, of Mississippi, and Malcolm Gilchrist, Robert R. Jamison, and Col. Lane, of Alabama. I heard 
that there were about seventy persons who had stock in the company. My impression and _ belief are, 
that Stephen Holt, Rather, and James McLaran, were partners in the company. 

Interrogatory fourth. Who acted as crier of the lands on the part of the United States? 

Answer, Stephen Holt, Rather, and James McLaran, I think, acted in that capacity, alternately; but 
I believe some others occasionally acted, though Holt and Rather were the principal criers. Dr. William 
M. Gwin was present, and, I believe, held stock in the company. 

Interrogatory fifth. Was, ov was not, it the practice of the representatives of said company of specu- 
lators, to go into the land office, on the evening of each day, and arrange with the officers of the United 
States entrusted with said sales, the certificates, and other matters, in relation to the purchases made by 
the company during the day? 

Answer. I believe it was, 

Interrogatory sixth. Were the officers of the United States entrusted with the management of said 
sales, cognizant of the existence of said company of speculators? , 

Answer. I do not know, but presume they were. It seemed to be a subject of general notoriety. 
The company of agents, on the part of the company of speculators, transacted the business of the com- 
pany every evening, with the United States officers; and certificates were transferred under the attesta- 
tion of Col. Gwin, the register. 

Interrogatory seventh. Was the said company associated by written articles, of agreement? If yea, 
where are those articles, and what was their substance? 

Answer. I believe they were; I heard them read. I cannot state the substance with precision. The 
articles were read to me up stairs, in Col. Pratt’s house, at the time I took stock. R. J. Walker made a 
speech to the people, explanatory of the views of the company, which were to secure the settlers in their 
improvements; and, that all parties might get the land as cheap as possible, the settlers were to give in 
such numbers of good land as they could; and were to pay to said representatives, on the evening of the 
day when their improvements might be bid off, the amount for which it might be sold; in all cases the 
company, by their said executive committee, were to be alone the bidders. No one of the company was 
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permitted to bid against the bidders of the company. At the government land sales, the bidders appointed 
by the company were, Messrs, Jamison, Walker, Gilchrist, and Ellis. 

Interrogatory eighth. At the company’s sales, was there any minimum? 

Answer. Their lands were first offered, and if no one bid more than they cost, they were passed over. 
Afterwards a remnant, for which no bid over cost was made, was sold Mr. Gray, a young man of Natchez, 
said to be connected with Mr. Fisk. 

Interrogatory ninth. Are you acquainted with any fact in regard to the right claim and location of 
the tract of land on which George W. Martin (the locating agent) now lives? _ If yes, state all you know. 

Answer. George W. Martin and myself purchased said tract of land of James Oxberry, in the sum- 
mer of 1832, for the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars, the tract being one section and three-quarters. 
We paid him a sum of money, say four or five hundred dollars, a short time after purchase, and gave our 
obligation to pay the residue whenever he could make a good title for the same. I sold my interest to T. ” 
G. Nixon, and before any written contract was entered into with him, he sold to Martin, and Martin 
became bound directly to me. These sales were made in the fall of 1832, or the ensuing winter. 

Interrogatory tenth. Have you known the receiver of public moneys at this land office, Col. Sterling, 
to sell or exchange bank bills for a premium, or otherwise shave bank paper? 

Answer, I have not. 

Interrogatory eleventh. Were you present when the land sales were closed, and the time for making 
private entries commenced? If yes, state -the manner in which the officers and applicants conducted the 
same. 

Answer. I was; the land was taken up by townships in the order in which it had been offered at 
auction, and proclaimed at the window at the land office, that applications would then be received for all 
the land subject to entry in one particular township, until a particular hour of the day. Applications 
were then handed to the register, who kept them until the hour of receiving had expired. He then pro- 
nounced whose application came in conflict, and called up the applicants; they then had either to bid in 
his presence for it or to withdraw, go out and bid among themselves, and whatever amount was bid over 
the cost of government price was divided among the applicants. This was the common course of pro- 
ceeding as far asI saw. Those conflicting applications were generally participated in by land spec sa- 
tors as well as the individuals who wished to purchase for cultivation. Mr. Gilchrist, Mr. Robert J. 
Walker, and myself, were frequently in contact with others, though I believe every man acted for him- 
self in this matter. I sought out to know, or guess as well as I could, what land would be applied for, 
and this I applied for. The register opposed this course of things but could not help himself. 

Interrogatory twelfth, Are you acquainted with the general characters of John T. Hammond, Samuel 
Foster, Titus Howard, and Jacob Thompson? 

Answer. Ihave known Mr. Hammond for several years, his character is unimpeached so far as I 
know, and should give full credit to his testimony; the same as to Mr. Foster and Captain Howard. I 
have also lived near Jacob Thompson for near two years’ time, but am not so particularly acquainted 
with him as the others, but think his statement entitled to as much credit as any man’s. 


No. 7—Colonel Joseph Persons was next called, sworn, and deposed as follows: 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at the land sales at Chocchuma, in 1833? If so, state how 
long. 

Answer, I was present, and I believe I staid all the time, except at night; then I went home, which is 
four miles distant. 

Interrogatory second. You have heard the examinations of most of the witnesses, the resolutions of 
the Senate, and know what is important to be developed. Will you state all you know on the several 
subjects named; first as to companies of speculators? 

Answer, I will state all I know, but, without I am speeially asked, something may escape my 
memory. At the commencement of the sales it was reported that the speculators were endeavoring to 
bring about an union. It was doubtful whether it could be effected, but on the second day they did come 
to terms, and on the third day Mr. Robert J. Walker, of Natchez, called the attention of the people, and, 
standing in the entry of the tavern, distance from the land office only twenty-nine yards, which I have 
measured at your request, read aloud so much of the articles of agreement as, he said, convinced the 
settlers; the terms of which articles Mr. Walker, in his speech, advised the settlers to embrace. I am 
not sure whether in his speech, or in conversation, Mr. Walker said the settlers were requested to 
deliver up all their numbers of land, which they had, selected, as well as the numbers of their improve- 
ment, to the company; that the company would buy in all of the land, and Ict the settlers have one 
eighth if it would cover their improvement, and a quarter section if it would not, at what it cost the 
company. Four bidders, I think, were appointed to bid for the company, and the settlers were prohib- 
ited from bidding. The names of the bidders were Robert J. Walker, Thomas G. Ellis, Malcom Gil- 
christ, and Robert R. Jamison, Any one who would subscribe the articles was at liberty to put in his 
money; not exceeding one thousand dollars, and as much less as he pleased, and draw of the profits 
of the company in the proportion that the funds put in bore to the profits of the whole company. What 
that capital was I have had no means of knowing; I heard afterwards that a great many fictitious names 
were used in taking stock. At a meeting of all the stockholders, which was organized, the names of 
the stockholders were called over; many names were called to which different ones of the speculators 
would answer, “Tam proxy for that name.’ A Mr. Coopwood, I think, moved to strike out the fictitious 
names. Mr. Walker made a speech in opposition, and declared that, if it was persisted in, he would 
withdraw, There was nothing finally done, I believe, to get rid of the fictitious names. Mr. Rather 
(the auctioneer), who seemed to speak for a committee appointed on the subject, in his report, said they 
requested that all fictitious names should be taken from the list. This, I believe, ended the matter. 
Both the company and settlers were much in the power of Mr, Walker, as he had bought a great deal 
of land in his own name, both for settlers and the company, which was not transferred at that time. 

Interrogatory third. Who composed the company of speculators, exclusive of those settlers who 
made deposits of one thousand and less, subsequent to the proclamation made by Walker on Wednesday 
morning? 

Answer. R. J. Walker, Thomas Bernard, Thomas G. Ellis, John Irish, Wiley Davis, and D. Conolly, 
of Mississippi; Malcolm Gilchrist and Lane, Harris, Robert R, Jamison, John B. Jones, James Harrison, 
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Littleton Wood, P. J. Weaver, Colonel A. Winston, Anderson, of Huntsville; Driver, of Huntsville; 
Bolin C. Bennett, Green, Allen, Glover, Burlison, Lane, Yarborough, Love, Coopwood, of Alabama. I 
believe John C. McLemore, of Tennessee, was also of the company. 

Interrogatory fourth. Who of the settlers took stock after Walker's proclamation? 

Answer. Tam unable to say, but think several did. 

Interrogatory fifth. Were the officers of the United States, who were entrusted with the sales of the 
public lands, privy to the existence of said company and of its proceedings? 

Answer, Ido not know; but the existence of the company, and its arrangement and proceedings 
were very public, and its business done by its committee, both in and out of the land office. 

Interrogatory sirth. Did, or did not, the executive committee of the company to which you refer, 
have access to the oflice, and remain there frequently every day, and for a considerable period of time, 
when the doors were kept shut, and access was denied to others? 

Answer. They did. Myself and others were ordered to leave the office, but know of no instance in 
which the said committee were ever excluded from the office, but think I can very safely say, had free 
access at all times, though it was denied to others very frequently. 

Interrogatory seventh, What was the opportunity of buying the public lands at private entry, after 
the public sales were closed? State fully all you know on this subject. 

Answer. The speculators remained on the ground as long as settlers pressed to take up lands, with 
the exception of a few who went away. The register, Colonel Gwin, gave notice that the townships for 
private entry would be open for suc h entry in the order in which the *y were offered at public auction, 
I think on the evening of each day Colonel Gwin would announce what particular townships would be 
subject to private entry the ensuing day, and that he would receive applications until a certain hour, 
He would then, after a certain lapse of time, open the door and announce the conflicting applications, 
which were constant and numerous. Conflicts arose in almost every instance, and sometimes six or 
eight applications for a single tract; when these applications were announced, Colonel Gwin would lay 
down on the counter such conflicting’ applications; the applicants would generally then withdraw all 
applications but one for the same tract, retire into the yard, a few yards from the door of the office, and 
set the land up to the highest bidder, and the profits were divided among the applicants who conflicted, 
as I suppose. R. J. Walker I heard erying for them on one occasion, 

Interrogatory eighth. During the time appointed to receive such applications, and before the con- 
flictions were announced by Colonel Gwin, did any of the company of speculators have access to the 
office, and were the doors kept shut? Say all you know that will give further information on this 
branch of the subject. 

Answer. Frequently the doors were kept shut, and, on being opened to proclaim conflicting applica- 
tions, I did see that some of the speculators were in the room. Dr. Wm. M. Gwin was generally in the 
office, assisting his brother, as I understood, about the applications. When the opposing applications 
were ascertained, Colonel Gwin would call such conflicting applicants into the house, and frequently 
shut the door in exclusion of others; when all the applications but one for each tract were withdrawn, 
as was most commonly the case, the applicants would retire and set up the land to the highest bidder, 
as above mentioned, 

Interrogatory ninth. Were you present at an altercation said to have taken place at the sales, 
between the register, Colonel Gwin, and A. 8. Campbell? If so, state particulars. 

Answer. I was present. A. 8. Campbell went to Colonel Gwin, and told him there was a company 
of speculators to defraud the public, and demanded if he did not know it. Colonel Gwin denied knowing 
it, and said, if he did know it he would stop the sales. Both got angry, and harsh words passed between 
them. This took place on the evening of the day on which Gold and Campbell were called to make a 
deposit when bidding against Martin. 

Interrogatory tenth. Do you know whether the receiver has,.in any instance, exchanged bank paper 
for a premium, or otherwise been engaged in dealing on the public money? 

Answer. I have heard something on the subject from Parson Milton Moore, of Tennessee, Fayette 
county, but know nothing further, except I got Colonel Sterling to take a fifty dollar note or draft, (for 
Captain Howard,) at one per cent discount. I cannot more particularly describe the paper. 

Interrogatory eleventh. Wave you known either of the land officers to be engaged in speculations on 
the public lands? 

Ansiver. When the land where myself and son-in-law live, came on to be sold, Gilbert Griffin, of 
Clinton, Mississippi, ‘wir had been crying land,) gave way to James McLaren, of the same place, who 
then acted as crier. Griflin commenced bidding aguinst me; while it was going on, I insisted on Griffin 
letting me have it; he shook his head, and pe orsisted in bidding until he bid off two eighths; I got the 
rest at $2.80 per acre. Colonel Sterling claimed the land bid off by Griffin, and offered it to me at five 
dollars per acre; during the private sales, he got one cighth at one dollar and thirty-six cents, and the 
other eighth at two dollars and fifty cents. I refused to buy it. I have no reason to believe any unfair- 
ness was shown to me by Col. Sterling. 

Interrogatory twelfth. Who acted as anc tioneers at the sales of the public lands? and who acted as 
auctioneers and clerks at the company’s sales. 

Answer. Stephen Holt, James McLaren, Gilbert Griffin, and John T. Rather: Mr. Rather cried most 
of the land. At the company’s sales Rather acted as crier for the company, and James McLaren as one 
of the clerks, Grey likewise; the others not recollected. 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Was it or was it not generally believed that the auctioneers were connected 
with the company of speculators 

Answer. I believe they were; Rather and McLaren took an active part in the business of the company. 

’ JOSEPH PERSONS. 


No, 8.—Augustus L. Humphrey’s testimony: 
Augustus L. Humphrey was next called and examined, first being sworn, who deposed as follows. 
Interrogatory first. Were you present at the land sales during the last fall, at Choechuma? if yea, 
state whether you bought land, and the circumstances attending your purchase fully, and if you made 
any purchases. 
Answer. I was present during the greater part of the time of the saies; I wished to buy one 
section, or 640 acres of land; I was advised to make my peace with the consolidated company, and 
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accordingly spoke to Mr. Allen Glover, one of the treasurers, in the presence of John C. McLemore; he, 
Glover, said the company would bid it in for me if I would agree to pay fifty per cent on the cost; ‘that 
in all probability they would get it at $1.25 per acre, or a fraction over; and I had better take up with 
the offer, otherwise ‘the ‘y would run it on me; also, that I must not bid against the company, and sur- 
render up the numbers I had taken. A part of the land was bid off at various prices by the company. 
I then applied to Mr. Glover to fulfill the contract we had made; Mr. Gilchrist, one of the company, said 
I had bid against the company, and that they, there fore, prene ‘red themse ves under no obligation to 
me; I bid for only one eighth of the land at the company’s sale, and for that eighth they paid one dollar and 
thirty -five cents per acre, and I had to give two dollars and sixty cents per acre at the company’s sale. 
I was not a member of the company. 


AUGUSTUS L, HUMPHREY. 
No. 9.—Col. John H. McKenie’s testimony: 


Col. John H. MecKenie was next called and sworn, who deposed as follows, 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at the sales of the lands of the United States at Chocchuma, in 
October and November 18337 

Answer. I attended the sales every day except two during the first two weeks, and I attended for 
about one week when the lands were subject to private entry. 

Interrogatory second, Do you know whether or not one or more companies were formed to procure the 
public lands then for sale at the minimum price? If so, give the names and residence of each individual 
thus united, their arrangement, and as many of their acts as came within your knowledge from observa- 
tion or information 

Answer. There was one such company; I knew of no other. After Wednesday morning of the first week, 
on the opening of the sales I was informed by several persons that there was a company from Mississippi, 
composed of Robert J. Walker, Thomas G. Ellis, Thomas Bernard, Franklin E. Plumer, Wiley Davis, 
Hardin D. Runnels, and perhaps some others: from conversation among the parties | was informed that 
Malcolm Gilchrist, Joseph Smith, (of Florence,) Thomas Kirkman, Rather, (Jesse,) (Winston Garth had 
his name set down, but was not present; Rather acted for him.) Jesse B. Garth, composed anotaer 
company. On Monday or Tuesday these companies came in conflict in bidding for some Yazoo river 
lands. The lands were run very high. Ihave understood that those lands were forfeited, and subse- 
quently bought by the consolidated company at the minimum price, though I have no knowledge that this 
is true as to the forfeiture and subsequent price. On Wednesday morning, before the sales were opened, 
R. J. Walker called the people before the tavern of Col. Pratt, about thirty steps from the land office, 
and informed the people that the companies had united; then read an article by which the people who 
would comply with the terms held out by the company would be protected. The settlers were to hand 
in to the company their numbers of land which they had selected, with a view to buy it, and the company 
was to buy it in, and Jet the settlers have their improvements, if it did not include more than one quarter 
section, at the price that it might cost the company. Mr. Walker advised the settlers to accept of the 
terms proposed. Persons were invited to join the company, and allowed to take stock, not to exceed one 
thousand dollars; to give up their notes of land divisions to the company, and participate in the profits 
in proportion to each investment. A committee of the consolidated company was to transact business. 
Walker, Bernard, and Ellis, of this State, Gilchrist, Jamison, and perhaps another, from Alabama, com- 
posed the committee. The officers entrusted with conducting the sales on the part of the United States, 
on the first two days sold the land in the morning, and closed for the day about one or two o’clock; and 
while the companies were making their arrangements to unite, and avoid the conflicts which had pre- 
viously occurred, the public sales, on the part of the United States, were delayed until the afternoon, and 
subsequently were commenced about nine or ten o’clock, A. M. Many of the people took stock in the 
company, and the settlers generally availed themselves of the terms of the company from the necessity 
of the case. Mr. F. E. Plummer made a speech to the people, and told them that the company had done 
them a great favor by seeuring to them a pre-emption right to their homes, which the government had 
denied. After this consolidation of the two companies, the company generally obtained the land at 
government price. I could tell all their prices if I had my notes with me; I noted the prices they gave, 
I think, for all their land. A few persons refused to surrender their numbers of land to the company and 
take its protection, and such persons had their lands run on them. 

Interrogatory third. What quantity of lands did the company purchase, and how did they dispose of 
the same? 

Answer. Tcannot say with precision. The company’s fund amounted, I believe, to one hundred and 

sforty thousand dollars, and they paid to the government about seven dollars of every ten or seven hun- 
dred in each thousand. They generally obtained the land at the minimum price. Some they sold by 
private arrangement, but the greater quantity was sold at public auction, to the highest bidder. These 
auctions were conducted at Col. Pratt’s tavern. The company realized on these purchases and sales per- 
haps fifty per cent. Much of the lands were purchased in by individual members of the company at 
their own auctions. Some of theseavent as high as ten dollars per acre, others were sold at cost. 

Interrogatory fourth. Who were employed as auctioneers on the part of the United States at its sales? 

Answer. Stephen Holt, of Hinds county, Mississippi, cried some of the lands at first, but 
Rather, one of the members of the consolidated company, was the general crier. McLaren was some- 
times employed as a crier. 

Interrogatory fifth. Was Holt or McLaren a member of the company of speculators? 

Answer. I do not know. 

Interrogatory sixth. Did or did not McLaren act as one of the clerks or assistants of the company in 
their executive business, in buying and settling with the officers for the lands bought by the company? 

Answer. I do not know, he was a clerk of the company at their own sales. 

Interrogatory seventh. Were or were not the register and receiver, Gwin and Sterling, cognizant of 
the existence of this company of speculators? State all you know on this subject. 

Answer. I do not know, but presume they did; the subject was one of common remark; their acts 
were public, and I supposed the sales on Wednesday delayed for the convenience of the company; but 
these are mere inferences. 

Interrogatory eighth. When lands were bid off, was it, or not, frequently asked who got that land; 
and was not the answer frequently given, the company? 
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Answer. The question was frequently asked, and when one of the committee of the company wag 
the buyer it would be answered, the company. : 

Interrogatory ninth. Was or was not the office accessible to this committee of the company, when 
other individuals were excluded? 

Answer, It was. 

Interrogatory tenth. When the public sales were closed, did the company disperse? 

Answer. I understood that the company was dissolved after they had disposed of the lands they had 
bought; but many of the individuals who composed the company remained during all the time that I 
remained. 

Interrogatory eleventh. Wow were the private entries conducted during the time you remained? 
Answer fully every circumstance within your knowledge. 

Answer, Applications were handed in for lands in a given township, for a given time, designated by 
the register; when the time expired, the register would announce such names as had applied for the same 
land, and would say, you can bid here, or settle it among yourselves; the applications would then be 
withdrawn, except one; the applicants would then go into the yard and bid for the tracts they bought of 
the government, and divide the profits. 

Interrogatory twelfth. What was the highest, and what the lowest dividend that you know to have 
taken place in relation to one tract? 

Answer, Thirty-two dollars and fifty cents was the highest, and four dollars and fifty cents the 
lowest; in the, last instance there were twelve or fifteen shares; perhaps there was an instance in which 
the dividend amounted to fifty dollars, 

Interrogatory thirteen. During the time designated by the register for receiving applications, were any 
of the speculators admitted to his room and allowed to see the applications filed by settlers? 

Answer, Some of them were; I do not know that all were; these men would in some instances, I 
observed, put in counter applications, and then had to be bought off. Ido not know that the register 
showed them the applications. 

Interrogatory fourteenth. Name some of those who thus had access to the office? 

Answer. Conolly, R. J. Walker, Ellis and Barnard, Gray of Natchez, were allowed access to the 
office at those periods, and possibly some others, 

Interrogatory fifteenth. Do you know of any instance in which the register departed from this rule, 
and signed an application as soon as presented to him? 

Answer. I do not. 

Interrogatory sixteenth. Do you know whether fees were paid to the register and receiver, or either 
of them, for services required of them by law? 

Answer, The receiver required a per cent on money deposited; this I looked on as a private trans- 
action, and not official. The per cent was very small. 

Interrogatory seventeenth. Do you know whether Samuel Gwin, R. II. Sterling, or George W. Martin, 
is concerned in any of the town locations, or have been engaged in speculations in land in this district? 

Answer. I understood that Gwin and Sterling were interested in Chocchuma; I know that George 
W. Martin is interested in Tullahoma; I am also interested. 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Under what title does the company hold that town, and was Martin inte- 
rested before the location of the float? 

Answer. The float of John Donolly, under the treaty with the Choctaws in 1830; I think he was not 
interested when it was located. 

Interrogatory nineteenth. When did Martin become interested? 

Answer. I do not know precisely. 

Interrogatory twentieth. Was said tract improved at the time said float was laid and recognized by 
Martin? 

Answer. It was; John Balfour lived there and kept a ferry, and one Cleveland was living there and 
keeping a store. 

Interrogatory twenty-first. Who applied to Martin to locate said float? 

Answer. John Watt and Hiram G, Runnels purchased of Donolly, as I heard Runnels say; and Run- 
nels had the location made at Elliot. 

Interrogatory twenty-second. Was there any Indian improvement on the section of land on which the 
Donolly’s float was laid, and where Tullahoma is now situated? 

Answer. There was an Indian lived on the section in 1830; and had a cabin, and had a small field of 
three or four acres. 

Interrogatory twenty-third, Wad Hiram G. Runnels ever been on the land named, before the location 
was made? 

Answer, I heard him say he had been there and staid on the place all night. 

Interrogatory twenty-fourth. Did Belfour or any other person ever claim compensation of the holders 
of the Donolly claim, for the improvement on the tract where it was located? If so, state who are the 
proprietors of said section of land, and who contributed towards satisfying said claim, and to what amount? 

Answer. Belfour asked the proprietors to pay him for the improvement that he had made; and also, 
for such as he had purchased, The company agreed to leave it to reference, which was done. The 
referees decided that the improvements were worth between six or seven hundred dollars; I think $680; 
and we agreed, among ourselves, that we would pay double the amount, and each proprietor agreed to 
pay an equal share. Hiram G. Runnels, proposed to give Relfour one eighth of land as a present; and 
another proprietor did the same thing. This offer (of charity, as I consider it) was made before the 
arbitration; Hiram G, Runnels, John Watt, John C. McLemore, George W. Martin, John L. Irwin, W. HH. 
D. Covington, Larkin Cleveland were of the company. Wm. M. Gwin, bought a part of McLemore’s 
share, and a few weeks afterwards sold it to Thomas B. Ives; this sale was after he, Mr. Gwin, was 
appointed marshal of this State. Franklin E. Plummer, as I understood, was one of the company, but 
received a letter from Mr. Belfour, accusing him of a breach of understanding between them; he then 
withdrew his name, and entered Joseph Plummer’s‘name. Wiley Davis was one of the company, and I 
am not certain as to the names of other proprietors. 

Interrogatory twenty-fifth. What do you think the improvements were really worth, for which Belfour 
received pay, and what was the value of the other improvements not owned by Belfour? 

Answer. I think Belfour’s not worth more than $340. I presume the referees misunderstood us, and 
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assessed the double instead of the real value: the other improvements not belonging to Belfour were 
valued at $50. 

Interrogatory twenty-siath. Did Martin pay his quota of the same to be paid Belfour? 

Answer. He promised to do so; but I do not know that he has as yet paid it; but I presume he has. 

Interrogatory twenty-seventh. Were you present at the public sales when Gold and Martin were each 
bidding for land of the United States, adjoining the Oxbury location, where Martin then, and still resides? 
If yes, state all that occurred on that occasion. 

Answer. I was present, and heard some land sold which I understood adjoined Martin’s. Martin and 
Gold were bidding, and the land was run to $16, when Colonel Sterling, the receiver, put his head out of 
the window and required Mr. Gold to make a deposit of money before his bid could be taken. Some 
words ensued, and without another bid the land was knocked off to Gold; next day it was announced that 
the land was forfeited; it was again set up and sold to Martin, I think for six dollars per acre. Mr. Gold 
had previously bid oft” a number of cighths, one as high as eight dollars per acre, and were then not paid 
for, the bids were said to be for Campbell; there was a deposit of about $4,000 then in the receiver's 
chest from the mercantile house of Campbell, deposited by Gold in Honley’s name. Honley and Gold 
were both clerks of Campbell. 

JOHN H. McKENNIE. 


No. 10.—John Smith’s testimony: 

John Smith was next called, and sworn, and deposed as follows. 

Interrogatory first. Were you present at any time during the land sales at Chocchuma, in October and 
November, 1833? If yes, state how — 

Answer. I was present a short time, say five or six days of the sale, or more; I live at Elliot, and 
entertained a great many pe rsons, and conse sequently could not attend long ata time. 

Interrogator y second, Previous to the commencement of the sales, have you any reasons to believe 
that there were formed one or more companies of speculators to buy in the lands? if so, state them, and 
give names, 

Answer, It was reported that there were two prominent companies, the one called the Alabama, the 
other the Mississippi company; I heard it as a common talk, and among others by Malcolm Gilchrist, 
Robert Jamison, Jr., John B. Jones, and Dr. John H. Hand, that there was an Alabama company, and a 
Mississippi company, who it was apprehended would come in competition. The relative strength of each 
company, was a common subject of discussion at my house; some thought one, some the other; and in 
these discussions, I heard many names as belonging to the company; among others, that of Robert J. 
Walker, Thomas Barnard, Wyley Davis, Hiram G. Runnels, and I have forgotten if there were any others, 
of Mississippi: and Malcolm Gilchrist, Mr. Jamison, Dr. Hand, Mr. Wood, Mr. Driver, of the Alabama 
company. About the time when it was reported that a union of the companies had taken place, Dr. J. H. 
Hand told me that the two companies had united and made provisions for the benetit of the settlers, as 
well as the speculators, and to prevent a competition between the speculators and settlers; le advised me 
to join the company; I replied I thought it then too late, he said he would assist me in getting in; I then 
told him I had not means to speculate on. 

Interrogatory third, At what time did Col. G. W. Martin decide on Indian reserves, and at what 
place? State generally all you know, calculated, in your opinion, to promote the present investigation. 

Answer. I kept a boarding house, and by reference to the date of the account of Col. Martin, I find 
he commenced boarding with me at Elliot, on the 13th of September: he proclaimed in my hearing, and I 
think advertised, that he would open his office next morning at ten o’clock. The first application handed 
in was that of Mr. Franklin E. Plummer , for a quarter section float to be laid ee Belfour’s ferry; this was 
on Saturday, as I think. Soon after, I think on the evening of the same day, Governor Reynolds made 
application to locate a section float on the same land, Some time during the next week, by appointment 
of Col. Martin, the two parties appeared before him, and discussed the merits of their respective rights to 
the land. There was a good deal of debating, but I was not admitted within the room, and could only 
learn who were the speakers from their voices, or by looking through the window. Col. Martin finally 
decided that inasmuch as Governor Reynolds’ claim was the largest, though the last applicant, that he 
should have it. Mr. Plummer manifested great dissatisfaction, and told me he despised the principle on 
which the decision was made, but should make no noise about it; perhaps there might be a hearing here- 
after. He said further, that he would lay the float on a quarter of the section adjoining, which he thought 
would probably be as valuable as the other, if suffered to lie there. 

Interrogatory fourth. What do you know in regard to James Oxberry’s claim, being the tract of 
land on which G. W. Martin resides? State whether there was any improvements made, and where 
Oxberry lived at the time of the treaty, &c.? 

Answer. I never was on the tract of land until near a year after the treaty. Oxberry lived about 
three-quarters of a mile of me, (at Elliott) on a place which he bought from William McCoy, who bought it 
from David Oxberry the original proprietor, as I understood by the family. He, James Oxberry, tended 
a small crop, during the year 1830; I know he continued to live there until after the treaty, and believe 
he did not move away until after the following Christmas. The place where he lived is now in possession 
of Mrs. Nancy Carr, but was sold at the sales as public lands. 

Interrogator y fifth. Wad or had not David Oxberry a reservation allowed him at the place on which 
he settled after removing from the place where James Oxberry lived at the time of the treaty? If so, 
how much? 

Answer, He had three quarter sections allowed him. 

Interrogatory sixth. Was he since sold it? if yea, to whom? and for what price? and to whom since 
sold, and for what price? State all you know in regard to it. 

Answer, He sold it to John T, Hammond; the price I forget, though both of them told me: I believe, 
however, about two thousand dollars. I hi ive understood it has since been sold to John Me Lemore, and 

Col. G. W. M: utin; this I learned from Hammond, about the first of May, or in April. 

Interrogatory seventh. Previous to the treaty of 1830, did you ever ‘hear James Oxberry say he had 
any improvement on the tract of land where G. W. Martin lives? Were you in the habit of ‘talking with 
Oxbe ry about his affairs? and when did he first tell you, or did you learn, that he claimed a reservation 
on said tract, where said Martin lives? 
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Answer. I do not recollect ever to have heard him or any other person say he had. I was in the 

habit of talking with him about his affairs, and thought I knew as much about them as he did himse If; I 

cannot tell the exact time when I first heard of his claim on the north of the Yellowbusha (the Martin 
place) but know it was some length of time after the treaty. 

Interrogatory eighth. Ave you acquainted with the general character of Jose on Persons, Green Has- 
tings, Abel Beaty, Jacob Thompson, John T. Hammond, and Kelsey H. Douglass, witnesses in this 
investigation? 

Answer. I have known the first three for about two years; their characters, I believe, stand fair in 
every respect; the others I have known longer, and can say the same of them. 

Interrogatory ninth. Where did you reside in 1833? 

Answer. At Elliott, three miles east of this place. 

Interrogatory tenth. Was the notice of the time and place for the sales of the lands, of which you 
have spoken, sulflicient, to a reasonable extent, to enable the planters to be prepared with money at the 
sales? 

Answer. There was great complaint among the people, against the President, for hastening the sales 
so unexpectedly. Both Colonel Gwin and Colonel Sterling, the register and receiver, staid at my house, 
and seemed to be of the opinion that there would be no sales in the fall; and when the notice came on, 
they seemed, from their conversation, to be taken as much at a nonplus, as others. The season of tin 
year was one when the planters have least money, and there were no banks or mereantile houses able to 
advance money, to such as had credit to borrow money in that way, within any reasonable distance of 
this part of the State. The general sentiment among the common class of people was, that the lands 
would go into the hands of wealthy men, who could raise large sums of money on short notice, and that 
the season of the year, together with the shortness of the notice, gave such men alinost entire control of 
the sales; and such is my own opinion. R. J. Walker, in a speech to the people, before Colonel Pratt's 
tavern, by way of recommending the terms proposed by the m5 Sipapeanhtes said, that it had always been 
the wish of the Preside nt, for the people to get the land at $1.25 per acre; and he said it was not only 
the wish of the President, ‘but had always been the wish of Mr. Jackson, That the government had fixe d 
the price of the land at a dollar and a quarter per acre, and, by the arrangement proposed, the company 
could get their lands at that rate, and so could the people if they closed in with the terms then ete 
to them, and that this would be perfectly satisfactory to the President. This struck me at the time 
something very singular, being, as I thought, contrary to law, as well as the usage of the fener 
heretofore. Iam not certain that I have used the exact words of Mr. Walker. I was much struck with 
that part of his speech, and have no hesitation in saying, they convey the exact idea. There is another 
circumstance, which has just occurred to me, which I think it my duty to state. On the morning’ that 
Mr. Walker made his speech, I went into the land oflice, and saw Colonel Samuel Gwin in conversation 
with some of the company of speculators, conversing on the subject of the company. When they went 
out, Colonel Gwin turned to me and said, ‘‘By George! they are about to form a company which is illegal, 


I expect it will break up the whole sale, and I hope it will.” 
JOHN SMITII. 





No. es Sims’ testimony: 

James Sims was next called and sworn. (I did not deem it expedient to take down his testimony in 
relation to such facts as are already well established, by several witnesses previously examined.) The 
said Sims deposed as follows. 

Interrogatory first. Were you present, at this place, at the sales of the lands of the United States, 
in October and November last? 

Answer. 1 was generally present during the whole sales. 

Interrogatory second. Was there any company or association of individuals at said sales? and if yes, 
state how many companies; the names and residence of each individual thus associated; the time when 
and the means by which you became acquainted with their existence, and also the object of such 
associations? 

Answer. On Tuesday, the second day of the sales, I understood that there were three companies of 
speculators on the ground, associated together, to speculate on the public lands then offered for sale. 
These companies on Monday, and perhaps Tuesday, came in conflict in bidding for some lands in the 
Yazoo valley, and ran them hea 4 high, but I cannot state the amount. Colonel Irwin and myself were 
in conversation on Tuesday; and a number of the settlers came and requested us to go with Captain 
Howard and another person to meet the speculators, who, they said, had promised, if ther ‘'y would give up 
all their numbers, they should get their settlements at government price, and that they would make such 
an arrangement, if a committe e, on the part of the settlers, would meet them. Accordingly we met ina 
room at the upper chamber of Colonel Pratt’s tavern—Mr. McLemore, of Tennessee, Robert Jamison, jr., 
Maleolin Gilchrist, Isaac Lane, of Alabama, Thomas Bernard, Robert Walker, and Thomas G. Ellis, of 
Mississippi, on the part of the respective companies. We were informed that the three companies of 
speculators had united, that they would offer these terms to the settlers; that is, the settlers must give 
up to the company all the numbers they had taken, whether for the lands they lived on, or others which 
they had selected with a view of purchasing, and agree to bid for no lands whatever at the public land 
sales at Chocchuma. That the company would buy the land at as low arate as practicable, and the 
settlers should each have, at cost, one eighth of a section, if one eighth would cover his improvemerts; if 
not, a quarter section. That the lands of the company should be set up at public sale, and the proceeds 
divided among the company in proportion to the stock ef each individual. They also stated, that the 
settlers negd fear no one who came from the States of Tennessee, Alabama, or Mississippi, solely with 
the view of speculating, as they believed all such had united with the consolidated company, which they 
then represented, The only competition, they said, which the settlers need to apprehend, was citizens 
from a distance, who came to buy lands with a view to settlement. That it would prevent the settlers, 
and speculators, from coming in conflict; and that they thought, by this means, nearly all the lands 
could be bought in at government prices. We urged that more land should be allowed to the settlers, 
at least one quarter section, any how; this was refused. We then went and reported to the citizens the 
terms we had made. The report did not seem to give general satisfaction. The company then directed 
Mr. Walker to address the people in a speech, and read them the articles of agreement. So far as it 
concerned the settlers, this quieted the discontented, except in a few instances. Of gentlemen who 























1834.] FRAUDS IN THE SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 503° 


——————— 





would not accede to the terms, Mr. Ford who lives above this place, refused to have anything to do with 
this company; Colonel ( ‘ampbe ‘ll, of Tuscahoma, and some others, took the same stand, ‘and the company 
ran their lend on them very high. 

Interrogatory third. Who acted as bidders for the company? 

Answer, Walker, Davis, Green, Lane, Jamison, Gilchrist and Glover, and perhaps others. 

Interrogatory fourth. Was either of the auctioneers at the public sales, connected with the company? 

Answer. As one of the committee on the part of the settlers, I was often in company with the specu- 
lators, and in their consultations; Mr. Holt seemed to take a pi art generally; from this I inferred that he 
was concerned with them; Mr. Rather I viewed in the same light, from the sien circumstance, 

Interrogatory fifth. Give the names of the members of the several companies? 

Answer. T cannot name, at this moment, any member of the original Tennessee company, but that 
of John C. McLemore; there was another person, who acted with him, for the Tennessee company, but I 
cannot now call his name to mind. R. J. Walker, of Natchez; Thos. G. Ellis, of Adams county; Thomas 
Bernard, of Natchez; Col. Woldiness, of Lownds county; Dr. John HH. Hand, of Columbus; Mr. Gibson, 
of Oktibihaw county; Jolin D. Jones, of Lownds county; Lemuel N. Hatch, of Lownds county; and 
Thacker W. Winter, were of the company, from Mississippi. I believe that James MeLaren, of Clinton, 
was also of the company, as he was much engaged with the consolidated company, in transacting their 
business; but I did not hear him say so. I think, Mr. Lloyd, of Carroll county, I believe, also belonged 
to the Mississippi company. Robert Jamison, jr., of Pickens county; Col. Burnett, Driver Anderson, 
Mr. Green, Malcom Gilchrist, and his brother, whose christian name I do not know, I think of Lawrence 
county, Alabama; Major Coopwood, Col. Weaver, of the county that Salma is in; Mimms Jamison, of 
Tuscaloosa county; and Allen Glover, of Demopolis, all of Alabama, composed, as far as 1 was informed, 
the Alabama company. 

Interrogatory sixth. Who acted as auctioneers, at the United States sales? 

Answer, Holt, Rather, and McLaren were the principal criers. 

Interrogatory seventh. Was cither of the officers of the United States, then at Chocchuma, concerned 
with said company? 

Answer, 1 do not know, of my own knowledge, of but one; Col. G. W. Martin told he was ¢+n- 
cerned, I have no doubt but several other individuals were of the company, but I am not able to name 
them. Mr. Girault had located a float at the improvement of Capt. Smith, my father-in-law. I went to 
see the company, and met five or six of them near door of the land office, and told them that, on the part 
of the titizens, we had forgotten to provide for settlers, who had been floated off their land; and I 
thought it right that such should be allowed to select a quarter section, and come under the rule in favor 
of settlers. Col. Martin was amongst them; Gilchrist and several others refused, and walked off, when 

Col. Martin told that he, as one of the company, thought Capt. Smith’s case a hard and peculiar one, and 
ne he would be willing to let him in. I heard it said that Dr. William M. Gwin, the United States 
marshal, was a member of the company, and frequently saw him apparently in consultation with them, 
but did not hear him say that he was one; I was informed that he was one. I was informed that he had 
two shares, though I forget who told me. At the private entries, I saw him put in applications for land, 
in the names of several persons who were absent; and he said he was authorized to do so; at the con- 
flicts, he would withdraw, when the conflicting claimants would do so, to go out and bid among them- 
selves, to divide the profits; though I do not know that he received money to do so. I saw Col. Samuel 
Gwin, the register, file applications inthe same way; but I donot know whether they were withdrawn or not. 

Interrogatory eighth. Were the officers, conducting the sales on the part of the United States, 
apprised of the existence of the company of speculators? 

Answer. 1 presume they could not have been ignorant on the subject; the committee on the part of 
the company for transacting business, at the close of the sales in cach day would go into the office and 
pay for the land, and then transfer before Colonel Samuel Gwin the rece ipts of the receiver, to the settlers 
and others who purchased from the company. For each transfer Gwin clrarged one dollar. Thacker 
Winter, of Madison or Hinds, informed me that Colonel Samuel Gwin applied for leave to put stock in 
the company, but applied about fifteen minutes too late, as the company had closed their treasury doors, 
until the stock then on hand should be exhausted. Witness does not recollect any other fact within the 
scope of the inquiries instituted by the Senate of the United States, unless it is unlawful for the officers 
to purchase at the sales; Colonel Sterling told me that he had bought some of the land, 

Interrogatory ninth. Was Wm. M. Gwin, at the time of the sales, the marshal of the United States 
for this district? 

Answer, I did not know him then to be the marshal} neither do I know when he was appointed. 

Interrogatory tenth. Where did you reside in 1833? 

Answer, At Elliot, three miles from this place. 

Interrogatory eleventh, Was the notice given by the Government of the United States, such as to give 
planters and citizens reasonable time to provide money, so as to secure their homes? 

Ansiver. IT do not remember when the President’s proclamation bears date; but the time the notice 
reached this part of the country, was entirely insufficient; it was at a season when money could not be 
raised from the crop of last year; and suflicie nt time was not afforded to enable the citizens to go to dis- 
tant places to procure means. Ido not think that there were two in five able to get money. This I 
think was owing tothe season of the year, at which the sales came on, together with the shortness of the 
notice, by which, those not having credit in banks, or with able mercantile houses, were not able to raise 
money. Mr. Walker, in his speech, before spoken of, by way of recommending the proposals of the 
company to the people, said that the arrangement would enable the people and the company to get the 
land at $1.25 per acre, and that was all the government wanted; if such was the policy of the govern- 

ment, I do not think the notice too short; fora few men came prepared with large supplies of money; 
John B. Jones told me, that Robert Jamison, jun., and himself, were concerned, and came down to lend 
the people money, as there was notoriously none inthe country. Trode with Jones several days to show 
him the country, and he told me to direct those who wanted money to come to him, and he would loan 
them money at fifty per cent, taking a lien on their land. Jones lives in Lownds county, Mississippi, 
and Jamison lives in Pickens county, Alabama. 

Interrogatory twelfth. Were you present at any time during the land sales at Columbus, during the 
last fall? If so, state how they were conducted; whether there was any combination similar to that at 
Cheechuma? 
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Answer, I was there off and on pretty much all the time during two weeks of the sales; there was ; 
company already formed when I arrived, ov the identical principles on which that at Chocchuma had 
been established; with the exception that, in consideration that the settlers would give up all the num- 
bers to the company they had taken, and not bid against the company, they should have, at cost, as 
much as a quarter section of land. I was present at one of the sales of the company lands, at which all 
persons were permitted to run land as high as they pleased. I cannot say positively that the officers of 
the Columbus land office were knowing to the fact of there being a combination, or company for that 
purpose, as I saw nothing in their conduct indicative of the fact, except Colonel Nimrod Davis, of Lownds 
county, Mississippi, who acted as crier at the Columbus land sales; he appeared to understi md fully that 
there was a company, and all their arrangements, as he appeared to me, out of doors, to act in concert 


with their wishes, frequently while I was present. 
JAMES SIMs. 


No. 12.—David W. Mitchell’s testimony: 

David W. Mitchell was next called and sworn, who deposed as follows. 

Interrogatory first, Wave you entered any land at this office at any time? if so, state what were the 
circumstances attending suc h entries, and the conduct of the land officers in regard thereto? 

Answer. I applied for a forty acre lot, by presenting an affidavit according to the act of Congress, 
The register was engaged, and said he could not attend to it then, but told me to leave my application 
and call again. I left my money with Mr. Ives, Colonel Gwin’s clerk, also the application; in a few d: ays 
I called again and Mr. Ives handed me my receipt. I discovered, immediately on reading the receipt in 
the office, that there was a mistake, and that the receipt did not call for the land IT wished to enter, [ 
immediately requested Cols. Gwin and Sterling to rectify the mistake; they positively refused, saying’ 
there never had been any mistakes of that nature rectified in the office, and that they had adopted it as a 
rule not to correct such mistakes; the error still remains uncorrected, 

Interrogatory second. Wave you any knowledge or information of any similar error, in regard to a 
forty acre lot being corrected by the land office? 

Answer, Lam informed by Thomas J. White, that a similar mistake was made with him, and that it 
was corrected on his paying the receiver five dollars; in conversation with Colonel Sterling this d: ay, he 
confirmed the statement of Mr. White, and alleged as a reason for making the charge, the great trouble 
it would give him to alter his books. 

Interrogatory third. If you know anything further, state it. 

Answer. 1 know nothing mvure touching the conduct of the officers or others, of importance to be 
known. 

Interrogatory fourth. (By the receiver, put to Mr. Mitchell.) Have you any knowledge of my hav- 
ing consented to the correction of an error similar to yours, subsequently to your application, except in 
the case of Thomas J. White? 

Answer, I have not. 


DAVID W. MITCHELL. 


No. 13.—Thomas J. White’s testimony: 

Thomas J. White was next called and sworn, and who deposed as follows. 

Interrogatory first. State all you know in regard to any transaction you may have had with the offi- 
cers of the land office at Chocchuma, in at entering land, or correcting errors as tu land entries, fees by you 
paid, and state fully. 

Answer. Some time in the month of February last, I applied to the register of the above-mentioned 
land office, to enter one eighth, and forty acre piece of land. I entered them; the reason why I did not take 
the whole eighth, was becanse I had not the money; a short time afterwards IT got it, and returned to the 
land office, for the purpose of entering the other half of the eighth that I had taken a part of. 1] asked 
Colonel Gwin if it was not possible for me to withdraw my application for the forty acre piece, 
and take the whole eighth, and give me a chance to take two other forty acre pieces? He said that it was; 
he then returned to the receiver and asked him concerning it; then Colonel Sterling at first positively 
refused, and said the entry had gone through his books. [observed that if he would make the alteration 
I would fully compensate him for his trouble, if it took five, ten or fifteen dollars; he then said he would 
do it for five dollars. [told him T would give it. He made the necessary alteration, and T paid him for 
so doing, and afterwards took two other forty acre picces of land. IT probably, in conversation with Mr. 
Mitchell, afterwards, might have made use of language which led said Mitehell to believe that there was 
an inconsistency in the conduct of the register aud receiver, but if he drew any such inference, he was 
mistaken. 


THOMAS J. WHITE. 


No. 14.—Thomas G, Nixon’s testimony: 

Interrogatories propounded to Thomas G, Nixon, of Carrol county, Mississippi, formerly of Hayward 
county, Tennessee, touching the sales of public Jands at Chocchuma, and before Mr. James R. Marsh, 
this 23d June, 1834, with his answers thereto. 

Interrogatory first. Were you at the land sales at Choechuma, during the last fall? If so, state all 
you know, as to the conduct of the land officers and speculators and others, so far as the same is sought 
to be learned by the resolutions of the Senate of the United States, just read by you. 

Answer. I was at the land sales nearly the whole time; the we were opened on Monday, and on 
the Wednesday following, (as I think,) it was proclaimed by R. J. Walker, of Natchez, in a speech, 
that a company was formed for buying land, and that an arrangement was made for the protection of 
settlers, and he read such portions ‘of the artic les of agreement, as he said interested the settlers. The 
terms proposed by Mr. Walker, were that each settler should furnish his numbers to the managers of the 
company, who would bid off his land, and let him have one e ighth of it, including his improvement, and 
a quarter section, if so much was necessary to cover his improvement, at what it cost the company. Mr. 
Walker was concerned as a speculator and a bidder for the company, and bid off a great deal of and for 
it. Oneach day after the organization of the company, the company offered at pub Hic auction, all the 
lands that they had bid off during the day, in a room of the tavern, about thirty or forty paces from 
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the land office, and at which the land officers appeared to be boarding. A Mr. Rather (said to be 
of north Alabama) acted a part of the time as auctioneer, both for the company and at the government 
sales during the day. 

Interrogatory second. What were the terms of sale of the land company at their auction? 

Answer. I believe the sale was for cash, and the amount at cost — the minimum. 

Interrogatory third. Were you or not at the time of the public sales at Chocchuma, in October and 
November, 1833, and when you were bidding, required to deposit your money before your bid would be 
taken? By whom was this requisition made? In whose hands was the money required to be deposited, 
and was it so deposited? 

Answer. A deposit was required of me when I was bidding by the receiver, Colonel Sterling, and 
I made a deposit with the receiver; a friend by me protested against the requisition. Whether the 
requisition was first suggested by one of the speculators or the receiver, I am not able to say. 

Interrogatory fourth. How many speculating companies were there in attendance during the sales, 
so far as you know, or from report? | 

Answer. On the first day, I knew of but one, which was from Alabama, composed of Malcolm 
Gilchrist, Mr. Lane, Mr. Driver, Mr. Harris, Mr. Glover, and Mr. Woods, Mr. Gouldsby, and perhaps 
others, whose christian names I do not know. These men were together, and from their conver- 
sation I learned that they were associated in speculating. Driver came to me and told me if I did not 
join their company, he would buy the land on which I was settled. He proposed I should put in my 
money and give them my numbers, and draw of the profits in proportion that my funds bore to them. I 
refused, and bid defiance to them, telling them that I knew they had more money than I had, but that I 
intended to purchase my land or run it to a price that they could make nothing on it. I understood 
that there was another at the commencement of the sales, or afterwards, called the Mississippi company. 
Robert J. Walker, Thos. G. Ellis, Thos. Bernard, and others, were said to be of this company. 

Interrogatory fifth. Was there any other transaction between you and any company of speculators at 
said sales other than what you have already stated? 

Answer, Some of the land was run on me by a company of speculators; and Wiley Davis of Holmes 
county, Mississippi, told me that I better get Robert Walker to bid for one eighth of land that I want:d; 
which I did, and Mr. Walker bid it off at $1.62 per acre; and I subsequently sold it for $16 per acre; 
this was before the consolidated company was formed. 

Interrogatory sixth. Was it not obvious, to all persons in attendance, that there were companies of 
speculators, from the open manner in which they operated? 

Answer. I think it was. 

Interrogatory seventh. Were you present at any time during the first two weeks of private entries? 
If so, state whether you saw and heard conflicting applicants bidding for land out of doors, among 
themselves. 

Answer. In answer to an inquiry by me, made on Saturday, before the office would be open for 
private entry, Colonel Gwin told me that applications filed in the morning were no better than those filed 
in the evening; that he would look over them during the night, and the next morning let it be known who 
conflicted. I got here about ten o’clock on Monday, the first day; and an eighth that I wanted was 
entered, owing to a change of rule after my conversation with Colonel Gwin. 

Interrogatory seventh. Were you present when Mr. Gold was called to make a deposit while he was 
bidding against Colonel George W. Martin? If so, state whether the eighth of land for which they were 
bidding was set up immediately and sold, on Gold not making a deposit. 

Answer. I was present. Colonel Sterling demanded from Gold to make a deposit; he either refused 
or neglected, and the land was immediately set up and sold, and Colonel Martin bought it for six dollars 
per acre, and when Gold was required to make a deposit, it was crying at sixteen dollars and perhaps 
some cents per acre. 

Interrogatory eighth. Do you, or do you not think the eighth just mentioned bid for by Gold and 
Colonel Martin, was very high at what Colonel Martin actually paid for it, being upwards of six dollars? 

Answer. I do think it was. 

T. G. NIXON. 


No. 15.—David 0. Shattuck’s testimony: 
David O. Shattuck was next called and sworn, and deposed as follows. 


First interrogatory. Is there any instance in which you have known R. H. Sterling, the receiver of 
public money of the United States at Chocchuma, to exchange money in his hands for bills or notes of 
banks not current? If yea, state every particular. 

Answer. I was in the office of Col. Sterling in January last, and saw him exchange, with a horse 
trader, from one to two thousand dollars. Sterling took Mississippi bills, and gave Tennessee bills, I 
think on the Union Bank. Sterling charged and received one per cent for the exchange of bills. 

DAVID O. SHATTUCK. 


No 16.—Colonel Robert H. Sterling’s testimony: 


Colonel Robert H. Sterling, the receiver of land office, was then called, and sworn and examined 
touching the conduct of others, and not himself, in relation to the subjects of investigation instituted by 
the Senate by their several resolutions which accompany my commission. 

First interrogatory. Did you act as receiver of public moneys of the United States at the land sales 
in October and November last? 

Answer. Yes. I transacted all the business in that department during the sales, with the assistance 
of a clerk, and since, except when I have been absent to deposit the public money in bank, and then the 
business was transacted on my responsibility. 

Second interrogatory. On whose recommendation were the auctioneers employed to cry the public 
lands at said sales appointed? 

Answer. There was no particular recommendation that I recollect at this moment. Rather was one 
of the criers, and was appointed by Col. Gwin. Some gentlemen in my presence said Rather was a good 
crier, and I made no objection. Mr. Griffin, of Clinton, had first applied to me to be crier, and I felt 
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myself inclined to appoint him; however, Griffin was present, and expressed no dissatisfaction, but occa- 
sionally cried. 

Third interrogatory. Was or was not Samuel Gwin, Wm. M. Gwin, or George W. Martin, interested 
in the company of speculators at said sales? 

Answer. I do not know that Samuel Gwin was; I am of the opinion, from the appearances that came 
under my observation, that William M. Gwin and George W. Martin were. 

Fourth interrogatory. State all you know which led your mind to this conclusion? 

Answer. George W. Martin remained here but a short time after the sales commenced before he went 
to Columbus; common rumor said he was a subscriber to the articles of agreement of the company. [| 
never saw the articles myself. William M. Gwin, in and out of the office, appeared to be active in all the 
operations that were going on among those who were speculating in lands, both at the public sales, and 
private entries for the first six days next after the public sales were closed, though I never heard him 
say that he was a member of the company. 

Fifth interrogatory. Was or was not William M. Gwin employed to assist Samuel Gwin, his brother; 
and did he not have entire access to the papers of the register’s office, both during the public sales, and 
the private entries for the first six days after the public sales were closed? 

Answer. He frequently assisted him in calculating the area of the subdivisions of the sections during 
the time he remained here, which covers the time stated in the question, and frequently assisted me in 
my calculations, and had access to the register’s office at all times. 

Interrogatory sixth. Did William M. Gwin participate in the profits made by out door competition in 
the speculations of conflicting applicants who had withdrawn their conflicting applications at the private 
entries? 
Answer. I never saw him receive a dollar from any of them; he seemed to be engaged in business 
with them, but my knowledge is limited as to details and particulars on this subject, for my own duties 
occupied all my time, day and night. 

Interrogatory seventh. Did Mr. Plummer, Judge Black, or Colonel Bell, of Tennessee, or any other 
officer of the federal government, unite with the company of speculators in their proceedings at said 
sales, or was any general officer of this State so engaged? 

Answer. Not that I know of; Mr. Bell informed me that he came here to procure land for a plantation. 

Interrogatory eighth. During the sales, and the next six days succeeding, were or were not certain 
individuals allowed free access to the register’s office, and others excluded? If yea, give the names of 
those so admitted. 

Answer. The register’s and receiver’s offices were kept in the same room; all persons, without dis- 
tinction, were admitted to transact their business as fast as it could be dispatched, and the press was 
frequently so great, that persons not having business were desired to leave the room; and it became 
indispensably necessary, at times, to shut and lock the door to keep them out. On my part there was no 
distinction made, and I do not know that the register did draw any such line. 

Interrogatory ninth. Was the west half of section number thirty, in township twenty-two, range 
three east, and covered by a float of Willis Harkins, improved land at the time of said location? 

Answer. In June, 1833, I was first on that place, and a Mr. Everett was then living on it, and had in 
cultivation a field of thirty or forty acres; there is evident marks on the land of ancient improvements. 

Interrogatory tenth. Will you describe all that occurred between Samuel B. Marsh and others, in your 
office, on his application to obtain land for John Jones? 

Answer. On the morning of the 22d of November, Samuel B. Marsh came into the office very early, 
and complained of the practice then going on in the private entries; he presented to me three applica- 
tions for John Jones for 32174% acres, and asked Col. Gwin to sign them; he refused, and said he must 
put them in and take their chance among the rest. Mr. Marsh remonstrated, and insisted that he should 
sign them, and Colonel Gwin still refused. Marsh then asked him to acknowledge that he had then 
applied for Jones, and that there was no other application for the same land at that time. Mr. Marsh, 
after a short recess, came to my desk, where I was engaged writing, with the applications, and tendered 
me the money for the land, and asked for my receipt; I was about to give it, but discovered that the 
quantity of acres was not stated, which was the register’s business, and that I could not ascertain the 
amount to be paid. Colonel Gwin, in the mean time, had gone out, and William M. Gwin at this moment 
stepped in, and said, “I will answer you, Mr. Marsh,” and then, at the request of Marsh, he supplied the 
defect in the applications. Whilst I was making out the receipts, and as they were nearly finished, Mr. 
Marsh, who was standing by me and reading the numbers of the land, as I filled up the receipts, observed 
B. C. Burnett, who was said to be a speculator, looking over his shoulder; the receipts were immediately 
finished, signed, and handed to Marsh, who then used some harsh epithets to Burnett for his impertinence. 
Colonel Gwin about that time returned and seemed excited, and some warm language passed between him 
and Marsh, in which William M. Gwin joined, and added he should not have had the area if he had known 
his object. Several persons joined in, and there was considerable altercation among them: Samuel Gwin 
declared he would never sign the applications, and never send the papers on, because it was a violation 
of the then rules. Marsh threatened him with legal proceedings to compel him, and Doctor William M. 
Gwin said he would purchase the land, and contest the title; the parties, however, during the day settled 
the difficulty, and the land dealers on that, or in a few days afterwards, dispersed. 

Interrogatory eleventh. How much land was bid off and forfeited on the first and second days of the 
sales? State the prices bid, and the persons in whose names struck off. 

Answer. I do not know with precision; I think but a small amount. Colonel Gwin is absent, and 
has filed away the original abstract sheets containing the information. 

Interrogatory twelfth. What quantity of land was sold in the first two days and for what sum? State 


each day separately. 
Answer. On the first day 3,180,588, acres sold for $8,111.33; and, on the second day 9,346,44, acres 


were sold for $19,454.38. 

Thirteenth interrogatory. What quantity was sold on the two following days? 

Answer. On the third day, 4,400,%,8, were sold for $6,795.21. On the fourth day, 8,325,418, sold for 
$13,001.12. 

Fourteenth interrogatory. What was the number of eighths of land entered at private sale from the 
time of the commencement of entering until Samuel B. Marsh applicd for Jones’s land? 


Answer. About thirty thousand acres. 
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Fifteenth interrogatory. How many eighths were bid off before the register by conflicting applicants 
at the time of Jones’s entry by Samuel B. Marsh? ” : 

Answer, About twenty. 

Sixteenth interrogatory. You will state what has been the conduct and practice of receivers of public 
moneys, in the land offices of this State, on the subject of exchanging bank bills, so far as you may know 
anything calculated to answer the inquiry contained in the resolution of the Senate, which has just been 
shown you. 

Answer. I know nothing of any established rule amongst receivers, on the exchange of money. I 
have, on some few occasions, exchanged money at a small premium, but have not, in any instance given 
in exchange current bank paper or specie for uncurrent bills, although receivable for land; Alabama and 
Tennessee, for instance. The former I knew to be under par at Natchez, something like 4 to 1 per cent 
I know it to be an accommodation to the Planters’ Bank to exchange the Tennessee or Alabama money 
for that of the Agricultural Bank, or any of the banks in Louisiana, because they can more readily com- 
mand the specie for it. 


The following questions were put at the request of Col. W. G. Martin: 


Interrogatory. Were you present on the 14th of September, when the locating agent opened his 
office at Elliott? If so, state what was his course generally respecting floats, or applications to locate 
reservations under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. What do you know respecting the application 
of F. KE. Plummer, applying to locate a float, and what was the character of that claim? What was the 
character of the float laid on Belfour’s bluff? 

Answer, I was at Elliott on the day that the locating agent opened his office for the reception of 
applications to locate reservations; he proclaimed aloud, that at a certain hour he would receive applica- 
tions; when the time arrived, several applications were handed in, two of which conflicted, viz: the sec- 
tion float granted to John Donolly, and a quarter section granted to one of Delila’s children; the agent 
having considered the matter, he decided in favor of the former, and gave his reason to the applicants, 
(Gen, Runnels and Mr. Plummer,) in substance as follows: the section float was one of undoubted char- 
acter; the other one comes under the second article in the supplement of the treaty, to be located upder 
the direction of the President of the United States. 

Interrogatory. Has G, W. Martin any interest in Chocchuma? If so, how did it arise, and state also 
if he is interested in Tullehoma? 

Answer. When Choechuma was first settled, he had the offer of a small interest, which he signified 
he would accede to, but afterwards declined taking it. I am creditably informed that he is interested 
in Tullehoma. 

Interrogatory. Has, or has not, the locating agent, from your own knowledge of his official conduct, 
been always vigilant, and made every exertion to procure the best information he could in all cases, with 
a view to do justice both to the government and also to private individuals? : 

Answer. He has, in all cases, as far as I have any knowledge of his conduct. 

Interrogatory. Did you ever hear that there were any doubts respecting the claim of James Oxberry 
being entitled to be registered and reserved, under the 14th article of the treaty? Ifso, please state the 
time, as near as you Can. 

Answer, About two months ago I heard it mentioned casually, for the first time, that it would be 


contested. 





R, H. STERLING. 


Cuoccnuma, June 30, 1834. 


I do hereby certify, that the foregoing seventy-cight pages, bound together by a ribbon, and sealed, 
contain the testimony of the persons therein named, taken under oath before me, by virtue of a com- 
mission to me directed, from the Committee on Public Lands, of the Senate of the United States. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal, this 30th June, Anno Domini 1834. 

JAMES R. MARSH, Commissioner, [seat] 

Witness: 

R. H. Srerrine, 
Suvon Hucues. 





DEPOSITIONS FROM INDIANA—WITH REPORT. 


InpIANAPOLIS, January, 1834. 


Be it remembered, that upon examination of the case relating to the official conduct of James P. 
Drake, former receiver, and Arthur St. Clair, former register of the land offices at Indianapolis, made by 
T. A. Howard, Esq., United States District Attorney, and agent of the government in this behalf, the 
following depositions were taken, to wit: the deposition of Thomas H. Sharpe, James P. Drake, (as a 
witness for Mr. St. Clair,) V. C. Hanna, Arthur St, Clair, (as a witness for Mr. Drake,) B. J. Blythe, 
Homer Brooks, H. Parke, Basil Brown, Alfred Harrison, Calvin Fletcher, N. Bolton, John Givans, Henry 
Hunt, Luke Walpole, Thomas McOuat, T, M, Smith, Caleb Scudder, Isaac Kendel, David Bates, Nicholas 
McCarty, James Morrison, John Cain, Samuel Henderson, Noah Noble, James Blake, James Leviston, 


also Homer Johnson. 





Depositions taken in the examination of the land offices at Indianapolis. 


No. 1.—Thomas H. Sharpe’s testimony: 
Deposition of Thomas H. Sharpe, (first duly sworn) a witness for Messrs. Drake and St. Clair. 
Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Did you act as clerk for me in the register’s office in this place, 
and what time did you commence? Had you a stated salary; and was our agreement ever changed after 
you commenced? ; 
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Answer. I acted as clerk in your office from the 9th of June, 1831, until the removal, with the excep- 
tion of about four weeks; had a stated salary of two hundred dollars per annum, which continued to be 
my salary the whole time that I was in the office; I was, however, permitted to take fees for making out 
plats for persons who called for them, but this was no part of the agreement. 

Question second. Had you any knowledge of the duties of the office when you commenced; if not, 
who instructed you how to attend to the duties? 

Answer. I had not. Mr. St. Clair instructed me how to attend to the duties. 

Question third. What situation were the books and papers kept in generally; were they and the 
office kept neat and clean? 

Answer. They were kept neat. 

Question fourth. Were they kept free from dust and dirt? 

Answer. The books were kept free from dust and dirt; the papers were exposed in the pigeon holes, 
but were brushed as occasion required; the office was kept neatly, 

Question fifth. How often was I absent from home; did I attend to the office generally in person? 

Answer. About two or three times in the year, and about two or three weeks ata time. You attended 
to the office generally in person. 

Question sixth. Was there ever an instance of the applications and receipts being kept back from 
being entered as they were issued, for the purpose of applying scrip in payment? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question seventh. Do you know of my ever exchanging scrip? Did you ever pay me one cent for any 
you may have exchanged? 

Answer. I never knew you to exchange scrip. I never paid you anything for what I had exchanged. 

Question eighth. Did you exchange scrip; and if so, for whom? 

Answer. I did, for Nicholas McCarty, Henry Clark, Ewing, (the Senator in Congress,) and Henry 
Stansbury, the three latter constituting a firm. Henry Hurst, William Hendricks, Abram Harrison, agent 
for Jonathan McCarty, Homer Brooks, Thomas Johnston, Colonel Pepper, and perhaps some others. 

Question ninth. Do you know of any scrip which you exchanged, belonging to the original owners, 
or was it not the property of assigners in the hands of speculators before it came to your hands? 

Answer. It was in the hands of speculators. 

Question tenth. When did I receive instructions on the subject of purchasing and exchanging scrip; 
and what was my course when I received them? 

Answer. May 29th, 1833. When you received the instructions, you in my presence inquired of Mr, 
Hendricks whether the instructions embraced the clerk; and his answer was, he thought not, he thought 
it only embraced the officers themselves. ; 

Question eleventh. Did Mr. Gardner admit, after his examination, that the office was well kept, and 
that he could not find one mistake; and state also what situation the township plats were in when Mr, 
Gardner came here? 

Answer. He stated he would examine no further, that the books were correct. I understood him in 
this remark to exclude the township plats. The township plats we were in the habit of marking, but 
there were omissions to mark. They were not relied upon in the practice of the office, except for the 
purpose of ascertaining the quantity of acres in case of fractions. 

Question twelfth. What hours was the office kept open, and did you ever hear any complaint of the 
manner in which the office was kept; and was I not obliging and accommodating to the purchasers of 
public lands? 

Answer. The usual hours were from sunrise to sunset. We attended to business at any time, (Sun- 
days excepted.) You were obliging and accommodating, and I heard no complaint, from any quarter. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you exchange any scrip after the instructions above referred 
to were received at the office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question second, What amount and for whom? 

Answer. I do not know. I continued to exchange just as before, until Mr. Gardiner came. I ceased 
a day or two after he came here, say about the 15th of July. 

Question third. How long was Mr. Gardiner here? 

Answer. He was here about two weeks, 

Question fourth. Did Mr. St. Clair forbid or approve your exchanging scrip after the instructions of 
May last? 

Answer. He did not forbid. 

Question fifth. Did he know the general manner, extent, and profit of your exchanging in scrip? 

Answer. He knew the general manner, but not the extent or the profit. 

Question sixth. Did you never urge an increase of your salary? 

Answer. I never did. ° 

Question seventh. Did you make it a general and regular part of your business to accost purchasers 
who came to buy land with cash, and urge upon them the acceptance of scrip, in lieu of their money? 

Answer. Yes, sir. ; 

Question eighth. Did they frequently object, fearing the scrip might not answer their purposes? 

Answer. Not frequently, but occasionally. 

Question ninth. What was your course when this happened? 

Answer. When it happened, I read and explained the scrip. I don’t recollect paying any cash, but 
sometimes made out a plat for the exchange. Sometimes when scrip was applied under the forty acre 
law, I charged no fee, as notary public, for swearing the applicant. 

Question tenth. Was your general course known to Mr. St. Clair? 

Answer. My general course in regard to scrip, I presume was. 

Question eleventh. Did you not know that if you had not interposed with the scrip that the money 
would have been paid into the receiver's office? 

Answer. If I had not accepted the agency for McCarty he would have exchanged by some other 
person. 

Question twelfth. Was not your scrip agency matter of public notoriety? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I suppose it was. 

Question thirteenth. What amount of scrip did you exchange? 
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Answer. About $175,000 worth. 

Question fourteenth. What part of that sum did you exchange for original holders of scrip? 

Answer. The entire sum was in the hands of assignees and dealers in scrip, except $125, that was 
issued in Mr. McCarty’s own name, as well as I remember. , 

Question fifteenth. Did you have any understanding with Mr. McCarty, the merchant here, that his 
scrip was to have preference over the scrip of all others? 

Answer. Part of the time I excepted Clark, Ewing and Company, the rest of the time his was to have 

the preference in any exchange I might do. 
Question sixteenth. Was the register’s office the place of deposit of money received by you for scrip? 

Answer, Generally it was: I paid the money over every night. 

Question seventeenth. Did your agency in the scrip business ever prevent you from any duty of the 
office, either in entering in the register of certificates, in journalizing, posting, comparing, and the like? 

Answer. I think not. 

Question eighteenth. How much scrip did you ever exchange in one day? 

Answer, Twenty to twenty-five hundred dollars’ worth was the most I exchanged in a day, 

Question nineteenth. Would you have continued the length of time that you served as clerk in the 
office at $200 per annum without the liberty of exchanging scrip? 

Answer. I presume I would. 

Question twentieth. Did you ever know Mr. St. Clair to be in any way concerned in exchanging or 
dealing in scrip? 

Answer. Not except some that was assigned to him by General Duncan, of Illinois. 

Question twenty-first. How much did you realize while you were clerk in the office by scrip dealing? 

Answer. Between fourteen and fifteen hundred dollars. 

Question twenty-second. (Upon the subject of the books.) Were you present when Gardiner examined 
them? 

Answer. I was most of the time. 

Question twenty-third. Did you find any instance in which lands had been entered upon the tract book 
and other records as sold, and not marked on township plats? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question twenty-fourth. Were they numerous? 

Answer. There was a goodly number of them. 

Question twenty-fifth. Is Mr. Gardiner’s statement, now before you, upon that subject probably correct? 

Answer. I cannot say. ; 

Question twenty-sixth. Did you find any tracts marked on the township plats as having been sold, but 
which were not so entered on the tract books and other records? Upon this subject state the facts entire. 

Answer. There were afew, very few, such cases. In all such cases I am satisfied the lands so marked 
on township plats were vacant, and had been marked either by mistake in taking the wrong township 
plat, and making a corresponding tract, or by being misled by the section lines. 

Question twenty-seventh. Did you find any lands that were marked by Mr. Gardiner ‘‘Jost,”’ after search- 
ing on the records for them? 

Answer. There were two such instances, but they were for lands sold in Mr. Hanna’s time. 

Question twenty-eighth. Were the books kept by you while you were clerk, as they were in the former 
register’s time? 

Answer. Up to the time of the examination of Gardiner, as to the manner of the entries. 

Question twenty-ninth. Are the tract books much blotted and erased? 

Answer. There are some erasures and some blots. 

Question thirtieth. Did these blots and erasures occur in Mr. Hanna’s time, or did paat of them occur 
while Mr. St. Clair was register? 

Ansuer. I think some of the blots occurred in Mr. St. Clair’s term. 

Question thirty-first. What say you as to erasures? 

Answer. There is a number of erasures, but many of them are owing to the incorrect entries of the 
former register. 

Question thirty-second. Was the small tract book in bad order when Gardiner was here? 

Answer. Some of the leaves were loose, and it needed binding, and it has since been bound. It was 
bound immediately after he left; it is now in a good state of preservation, and was when Mr. St Clair 
left the office. 

Question thirty-third. Are the tract books numerically arranged? 

Answer. No. 

Question thirtyfour. State the reason why so many entries appear in the back of the book? 

Answer. It was owing to the omissions of the clerk, who opened the books, not having entered every 
section and part of section in proper order, and leaving no faint lines for such omitted sections and parts 
of sections, it became necessary to carry them to the back of the book. 

Question thirty7ifth. Was there any index kept to any of the books? 

Answer. None. 

Question thirty-sixth. Where was the office kept, when Mr. Gardiner was here as examining agent? 

Answer. It was kept over the counting room of Mr. Harrison’s store, in the second story. 

Question thirty-seventh. Did persons have to pass through the store in going into the office? 

Answer. Through the counting-room. 

Question thirty-eighth. Was there a scrip agent, or dealer in that room, to catch or see purchasers of 
land as they came in? 

Answer Yes, there was, after I ceased to exchange. 

Question thirty-ninth. Was there any scrip exchanged by scrip exchangers or dealers, while Gardiner 
was here, after you ceased? 

Answer. I think there was, I am not certain. 

Question fortieth. Was the office kept under lock and key? 

Answer. There was no shutter to the stairs door that led up in the office, but the outer door was 
locked. The stairs led from the counting-room into the office. 

Question forty-first. Did you constantly compare the books while you were clerk? 
Answer. Not in every instance; sometimes it was neglected. There were constant monthly compa- 
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isons of the tract books with the district map, applications, receiver’s receipts, final certificates, and 
monthly abstracts, also with the blotters. 

Question forty-second. Were the duties of the office entirely performed by you? 

Answer. Not entirely. The writing in the books, with the exception of the tract books and blotter, 
was done by me, (except also, that other clerks were occasionally called in.) Many of the applications 
were made out by Mr. St. Clair, and purchasers were attended to by him. 


Further examination by Mr. St. Clair: 

Question first. Was not the assignment of the scrip made before it was sent here, and the powers of 
attorney, under which it was made, filed in the General Land Office, and the scrip certified by the 
Commissioner? 

Answer. Generally it was. 

Question second. Did I not request you to desist exchanging scrip as soon as I was informed the 
department intended the instructions of May last to apply to clerks? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question third. Did you tell Mr. Gardiner that forty entries had been in a day, and that you had 
exchanged scrip in the whole of them? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question fourth. Does not Mr. McCarty exchange as much scrip how, in proportion to the sales, as he 
ever did? ; 

Answer. While I remained in the office, after I had desisted dealing in scrip, I think he exchanged 
as much as I had exchanged before, in proportion to the sales, or as I could have exchanged. 

Question fifth. Who originally opened the tract books? 

Answer. | am satisfied they were opened before Mr. St. Clair took the office. 

Question sixth. Was the journal kept as it was originally opened by General Hanna, my predecessor? 

Answer. As to the form of the entry, it was, until July last. 

Question seventh. Was there an instance of a single entry having been made that was not entered on 
the tract book? 

Answer. Not while I was in the office. 

Question eighth. Mad I any instructions requiring me to make an index to all the books? 

Answer. No, sir. There are some instructions as to the tract book. 

Question ninth. Did I not have a building erected (detached by itself) for the register’s office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

QVuestion tenth. Was not this done to prevent the exchange of scrip? 

Answer. That was the reason you assigned to me. 

VJuestion first. (By T. A. Howard.) When did Mr. St. Clair first request you to desist from scrip 
exchanging? 

Answer. It was when Gardiner was here; from an intimation in Gardiner’s letter to him, he supposed 
it was a part of his (Gardiner’s) instructions. The Jetter purported to give quotation from his instructions, 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Was not your being notary public an accommodation to the pur- 
chasers of public lands; and did you charge them more than they would have paid a justice? 

Answer. I so considered it, and they frequently so expressed themselves. I charged only the legal 
fee given to a justice of the peace. 

Question second. Did you inform Mr. Gardiner that you had done all the business of the office since 

June, 1831? 
Answer. I did not. I think it probable I told him I was the only regular clerk during all that time. 
Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Is the statement shown to you, (marked No, 4,) a statement 
showing the whole order in which the tract books were opened? 
Answer. I think so. 


Examination of Mr. Sharpe, as to receiver’s office;—Gen. Drake present: 

Question first. (By Gen. Drake.) State whether you were acquainted with my manner of keeping my 
office, my books, papers, &c., and whether they were well kept? 

Answer. I think they were. 

Question second. Was | in the habit of returning the receipts and applications, from day to day, as 
required by the instructions from the department? 

Answer. They were almost universally received on the same day the entry was made; occasionally, 
when an entry was made late at night, they were not returned until early next morning. 

Question third. Did I ever, to your knowledge, receive money for land, and, after the purchaser had 
left the office, apply scrip in lieu of it? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. : 

Question fourth. Was I not always accommodating to the purchasers of public lands? 

Answer. I considered you very much so. 

Question fifth. Were my books kept in a good book-case, secure from dust and dirt? 

Answer. Yes, sir, generally. 

Question sixth. Did you assure Mr. Gardiner that Mr. St. Clair had not been written to, or otherwise 
notified of his arrival in July last, as examining agent? 

Answer. I stated to him I had not written to Mr. St. Clair. 

Questions by T. A. Howard: 

Question first. Did you know, at the time you stated to Gardiner you had not written to Mr. St. 
Clair, that any other person had written? 

Answer. I do not know whether I knew at that time that Mr. St. Clair had been written to. I knew 
afterwards that Mrs. St. Clair had written. 

Question second, \Was it a common practice for the ‘merchants and other business men of the 
place,” (Indianapolis, ) just before the end of a quarter year, to go round, and borrow money, saying 
they only wanted it until the receiver returned,—or do you know of any such practices? 

Answer. I do not know of any such practices. 

Question third. Was it said by the people, generally, or by any portion of the community, that Gen. 
Drake was speculating on the public funds? “ 
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Answer. I don’t know that I ever heard it stated. 

Question fourth. Do you know of his dealing in scrip, or exchanging it for others; or of his being in 
any manner engaged in the traffic? 

Answer, When I first began to deal in scrip, as scrip agent, I was not a very good judge of money, 
and sent the scrip and money to the receiver, by the purchaser, for the purpose of getting Gen. Drake to 
judge of the money for me; he did so, for two or three weeks, and received the money for me; without 
this, I know of no other. 

And further this deponent saith not. 


THOMAS H. SHARP. 


CALEB SCUDDER, 
Justice of the Peace, Centre Township, Marion County, Indiana. 


Sworn to, this 21st January, 1834. 





No. 2.—J. P. Drake’s testimony: 

James P. Drake, examined as a witness on behalf of Mr. St. Clair. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Do you know how often I was absent from home, during the 
period of my holding the register’s office? 

Answer, 1 do not know the number of times, but I suppose two or three times a year. 

Question second. Do you know where I went, and the business that took me from home? 

Answer. Generally to Cincinnati; once, I think, to Illinois. It was, as I understood, on the busi- 
ness of your father’s estate. 

Question third. Did I attend to the duties of the office in person? 

Answer. Yes, sir, generally you were present in the office. 

Question fourth. Have you had much business with those who entered land here while I was regis- 
ter? and if so, do you not know from them that I was accommodating and obliging to the purchasers of 
public lands? 

Answer. I have seen and conversed with most of those who were land buyers while you were regis- 
ter, and they were generally well satisfied with your attention and accommodating course towards tii:m. 

Question fifth. Was not Mr. Sharpe’s acting as a notary public an accommodation to land purchasers? 

Answer, I think it was. 

Question sixth. What situation were the office, books, and papers kept in generally? 

Answer. They were kept in good order. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) In journalizing, ought not the journal to present a full state- 
ment of each entry? 

Answer. I think it ought. 

Question second. Does the journal kept in the register’s office present that statement? 

Answer. I suppose it does, in an abbreviated form. 

Question third. Is not a rigid, constant, uniform comparison of land office books indispensable to 
insure that accuracy which is necessary for the security of purchasers, and the prevention of double sales? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Was there not a rigid and accurate comparison made at the end 
of each month with the books of each office? 

Answer. Yes, sir; embracing the tract books, blotters, receipts, final certificates, abstracts, and 
applications, also with the general maps. 

Question second. Has not the journal been kept by me as it was originally kept by my predecessor? 

Answer. It has, up to the first of July last, since which time it has been kept by making entries on 
the journal at full length. 
And further this deponent saith not. 
Sworn to January 21, 1834. J. P. DRAKE. 
CALEB SCUDDER, Justice of the Peace, éc. 


No. 3.—V. C. Hanna’s testimony: 

Valentine C. Hanna, examined on behalf of Mr. St. Clair. 

Question first. Did you act as clerk for me while I was register of the land office at this place? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I did. 

Question second. When did you commence clerking for me? 

Answer. In September, 1829. 

Question third. Who opened the tract books? 

Answer, Part was done by my father, (R. Hanna, former register,) and part by R. A. Templeton. 
He was clerk under my father. 

Question fourth. Were they opened, and all the lands offered at public sale before I was appointed? 

Ansuer. Yes, sir. 

Question fifth. Did I attend to the duties of the office in person? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question sixth. Was I obliging and accommodating to purchasers? : 

Answer. Yes, sir. . 

Question seventh. How were the books, papers and office kept? 

Answer. As neat as possible. 

Question eighth. Were purchasers accommodated at all times? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question ninth. Do you know of my ever exchanging scrip? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question tenth. Do you know of my ever receiving one cent for scrip exchanged in the office by any one? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question eleventh. Was I much from home while you were my clerk? 

Answer. I thought not. * 

Question twelfth. Could I not, if Thad thought proper, have made two or three thousand dollars by 
exchanging scrip? 
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Answer. I don’t know as to that matter; I know you could have made something while I clerked 
there; there was not then a great deal exchanged. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you, while you were clerk, exchange scrip for any person ag 
an agent or otherwise? 

Answer. I did. 

Question second. Was your practice in this respect known to Mr. St. Clair? 

Answer. I believe it was. 

Question third. How much did you exchange while you were clerk? 

Answer. About $1,900. 

Question fourth. Was it for original holders, or assignees? 

Answer. Assignees. 

Question fifth. How long did you clerk for Mr. St. Clair? 

Answer. Probably about a year. 

Question sixth. Who was clerk in the office with you? 

Answer. Part of the time George Lane was. 

Question seventh. Do you know of any scrip having been exchanged in the office, while you were 
there, by any person except yourself? 

Answer, No, sir. 

Question eighth. With regard to the tract books, what was their condition when Gardiner was here? 

wlnswer. So far as I know, the small tract book needed binding; they were in as good condition as 
they could have been kept in, considering that they had to be turned to at every sale, and every exami- 
nation for a purchaser, which would sully and deface them, and give the leaves a bad appearance. 

Question ninth. Do you know of any other scrip dealing, than that already mentioned by you? 

Answer. None in reference to the register’s office, except I have understood of Mr. Sharpe’s exchang- 
ing; but I don’t know of my own knowledge. 

Question tenth. Who was clerk after you? 

Answer. Mr. Sharpe. 

Question eleventh. What was your salary? 

Answer. Ten dollars a month, and board. 

Question first. (By Mr. St Clair.) For whom did you exchange scrip? 

Answer. For Mr. Hendricks and Mr. McCarty; for Hendricks, $1,000; for McCarty, (the merchant of 
this place,) $900. It was for Governor Hendricks that I exchanged. 

Question second. Was not the assignment of the scrip made before it was sent here, and the power 
of attorney under which it was made, filed in the General Land Office, and certified by the Commissioner? 

Answer. Yes, sir, 1 believe it was. 

Question third. Did not George Lane leave me before any scrip was issued, and you re-engaged? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question fourth. Were the township plats marked when I took possession of the office? 

Answsr. No, sir. 





Receiver’s office—Same witness continued: 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Were you clerk awhile in my office? 

Answer. About a month. 

Question second. While you were there, was there not a rigid examination of all the books? 

Answer. Yes, sir, so far as I knew anything of the books. I was: posting, and we examined 
every day. 

Question third. Were the books kept neat, clean, and in good order? 

Answer. Yes, sir, as much so as possible. 

Question fourth. Did I not attend to the current duties of the office personally? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question fifth. Did you ever hear that I was speculating on the public moneys? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Was there any scrip exchanged in the office while you were there? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question second. Did you ever know of General Drake, or any of his clerks dealing in scrip, or in 
any manner exchanging it with purchasers? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question third. Was it a common thing for merchants and other men in business, to go about just 
before a quarterly return, and borrow money, saying, they only wished it until the receiver returned from 
Cincinnati? 

Answer. I never heard such talk. 

Question fourth. Do you know of General Drake’s borrowing large sums of money, or any amounts 
of money, while he was receiver? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question fifth. Do you know of General Drake’s filling up assignments or relinquishments on scrip, 
for Mr. McCarty, the merchant here? 

Answer. I have been in the office and seen his clerks writing on the back of scrip; but I don’t know 
what they were writing. 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Were there monthly comparisons made while you were clerk in 
the offices? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question second. Were you the clerk of your father? 

Answer, I was, when Mr. St. Clair took the office, and for two years before. And further this depo- 
nent saith not. 

V. C. HANNA. 

Sworn to, January 2], 1834, 

CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 
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No. 4.—A. St. Clair’s testimony: 

Mr. St. Clair examined on behalf of General Drake. 

Question first. Did you make a deposit for me in the month of July last? 

Answer. In the month of July last, I was called on business to Cincinnati, and when I started, you 
brought me a draft on the Branch Bank United States at Cincinnati or Louisville, for $5,000, assigned to 
you by the superintendent of the national road, and requested me to deposit it to the credit of the Treasu- 
rer of the United States. At the same time, I think, you gave me a letter, addressed to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, requesting me to enclose one of the certificates of deposit, and mail it at Cincinnati, I 
made the deposit, I think, on the 10th July, and, at the time, I had no knowledge of Mr. Gardner’s coming 
here to examine the land offices. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know of General Drake’s dealing in or exchanging scrip, 
or speculating on public money, or borrowing money, by himself or others, just before he would go on 
or send to make a deposit? 

Answer. I think he has exchanged some for Mr. McCarty, the merchant, and for General Duncan. 
That for Duncan was directed to General Drake, and received by his clerk, and probably exchanged 
before he got home, (he being absent when it came.) I-think as to this latter scrip, there was compen- 
sation, but whether to the receiver or to his clerk, I don’t know. The whole amount of Duncan’s was 
about $4,000 worth. I am under the impression compensation was also received for exchanging McCarty’s 
scrip. After General Drake refused to exchange for McCarty, he applied to me. As to speculating in 
public funds, I have no idea he ever did. I never heard that he did. I never knew of his borrowing 
money here; I knew of his borrowing money in company with Mr. Blythe, with whom he was in business; 
but this money was borrowed at Cincinnati. And further this deponent saith not. 

A. ST. CLAIR. 

Sworn to. 

CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 5.—B. J. Blythe’s testimony: 

Mr. Blythe, a witness for General Drake. 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Are we not partners in business? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

(Juestion second. How did we get money to carry on our business? 

Answer. We borrowed $14,000 from the Commercial Bank at Cincinnati, and General Drake bor- 
rowed $1,000 from the canal fund, on which note I was security, and that money I used for the firm; and 
I have done all the business, and General Drake knows no more about it than any other man. 

Question third. Did I ever give you $10,000 of my own money? 

Answer. No, sir; you never gave me a cent. 

Question fourth. Are you in the habit of entering lands for other persons, and taking a lien at 50 
per cent? 

Answer. I have been in the habit of entering lands in my own name, and taking from 20 to 30 per 
cent; and when the money was paid, making a title to the person for whom I entered the land; but I 
have not done anything at that business since last spring. 

Question fiifth. Am I, to your knowledge, in the constant habit of lending sums of money to various 
persons, returnable at every quarter, and receivable again, a short time after the commencement of a 
new quarter? 

Answer. You were not while I was in the office; nor have I heard that you have been in the habit of 
doing so, since I left the office. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know anything of any dealing in scrip, in any mode what- 
ever, either as principal or agent, by General Drake or his clerks, at any time heretofore? 

Answer. Yes, sir; during the absence of General Drake, shortly after his appointment, or perhaps in 
the year 1830 or 1831, some scrip was received by Mr. McCarty, the merchant in this place, which he 
brought to the receiver’s office, and requested me to exchange it, (I being then a clerk of the office,) for 
which he gave me one per cent. I do not know whether General Drake knew anything of the transaction 
or not. I know that I got the amount of one per cent for exchanging. Afterwards, General Drake was 
in the habit of exchanging scrip, but I cannot say what he got for making the exchanges, if anything; I 
don’t know of anything he received as compensation. 

Question second. How much scrip did you exchange? 

Answer. Probably $5,000 or $6,000 worth. 

Question third. How much do you suppose General Drake exchanged? 

Answer. I have no idea. 

Question fourth. Did you, as clerk, or as partner of General Drake, have any hand in exchanging or 
dealing in scrip, except as you have now stated, at any time during his continuance in office? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question fifth. Was General Drake-a partner of yours, in relation to the lands which you entered in 
your name, and for which you received an interest of from 20 to 30 per cent of the person for whom you 
purchased them? 

Answer. Yes, sir; General Drake was a partner in the profits; the land was entered in my own name. 

Question sixth. Did you, individually, or as partner, ever receive any accommodation from General 
Drake, by a temporary loan of public moneys, to any amount, at any time whatever? 

Answer. I think not, sir. Sometimes, when I would meet a man for whom I wished to enter land, as 
before mentioned, I would go into the office and enter the land, and in the course of an hour bring the 
money. I never neglected it longer than twenty-four hours. 

Question seventh. Did General Drake’s situation in the receiver's office ever enable you to make 
advantageous entries, by being enabled to make good selections of choice pieces of land, that you would 
not have been enabled to make, if your partner had not been in that situation? 

Answer. No sir; I never entered a piece of land (except once) unless it was when the person wishing 
it entered brought me the numbers. 
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Question eighth. Was it matter of notoriety that this partnership business existed between yourself 
and General Drake? 

Answer. It was not generally known. I 

Question ninth. Was it common before General Drake would go on to make a deposit, for merchants 
or any other persons, to go about borrowing money to any extent, with a promise to return it when the 
receiver returned from Cincinnati? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge; nor had I heard that it was so. 

Question tenth. Did you, while you were clerk, ever know of scrip being applied in making up the 
records when there had been money received for lands at the receiver’s office? 

Answer. No, sir. 


Register’s office: 

Question. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Have you been frequently in the register’s office in this place, while I 
was register? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question second. Did you examine the office at my request, last November? 

Answer. I looked over the books. 

Question third. What situation were the books and papers in, when you made the examination? 

Answer, I thought the books were in a good situation—clean, and neatly kept. I can’t say anything 
about the papers. 

Question fourth Do you know the situation of the township plats and tract books when I took posses- 
sion of the office? 

Answer. I believe a part of them were lying in sheets, not bound. In this Imay be mistaken. The 
town plats were not marked. 

Question fifth. Was I not generally closely confined in the office, paying attention to the duties 
thereof ? 

Answer. Generally, when at home. 

Question sixth. Was the register’s office, (during my term,) books, and papers kept neat and clean 
from dust and dirt? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question seventh. Was I often from home? 

Answer. Not often; from three to five times a year, and from one to two wecks at a time. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) When you examined the books, in November last, did you compare 
them? 

Answer. No. I only examined as to the manner in which the books were kept. 

Question second. Do you know whether the books are correct on comparison, or not? 

Answer. I do not. 

And further this deponent saith not. 
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B. J. BLYTHE. 


Sworn to. 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 6.—Mr. Brooks’ testimony: 

Mr. Brooks examined as a witness, on behalf of Mr. St. Clair. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Were you frequently in the register’s offiee while I was register? 

Answer. Yes, sir. > 

Question second. Was I generally there, attending to the duties of the office? 

Answer. Most generally, when not absent from home. 

Question third. Have you not entered a large number of tracts of land in this district during my 
term of service in the office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question fourth. Have you had much business with those who have entered land here, while I was 
register? 

Answer. I have had business with a number of persons who entered land. 

Question fifth. Have you ever heard any complaint? 

Answer. | never did. I have heard a general manifestation of satisfaction. 

Question sixth. Was I not considered an accommodating and obliging officer? 

Answer. I never heard any complaint to the contrary. 

Question seventh. What situation was the office, books, and papers, kept in? 

Answer. They were all, I believe, kept neat and clean. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know anything about the accuracy of the books? 

Answer. No, sir, I don’t know that I do. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) How often was I absent from home? 

Answer. Three or four times, I suppose, from six days to three weeks each time, during 1831. I 
don’t certainly know as to the other years. In the summer of 1832, you were in the northern army 
against the Indians, about four weeks. 


And further deponent saith not. HOMER BROOKS. 
Sworn to, before me. CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 





No. 7.—H. Parke’s testimony : 
Mr. Parke, on behalf of General Drake. 
Question first. (By General Drake.) For what length of time have you been acting as clerk in the 
: receiver's office? 
Answer. I commenced in July, 1831; and have continued, generally, ever since. 
Question second. Were you present on the 13th day of July last, when Mr. Gardiner came to examine 
the receiver’s office? 
Answer. Yes, sir. 
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Question third. What amount of military bounty land scrip had been received in payment of public 
land, from the Ist to the 13th of July, inclusive? 

"Answer, If Iam not mistaken, the amount was $1,592.50. 

Question fourth. Was not that amount in the office, when Gardiner came into the office? 

Answer. I believe it was. 

Question fifth. Can you state the amount of cash received in payment of lands, from the first to the 
thirteenth of July, inclusive; and the balance due from me to the United States, on the thirtieth of June 
last? 

Answer. The amount of cash received from the first to the thirteenth, inclusive, is $1,140.63: The 
balance on the thirtieth June last, was $3,922.41. This appears from the books, and I believe it to be 
correct. 

Question siath. Can you state what amount was due from me to the United States, on the thirteenth 
July last? 

Answer. From the books, there appears to have been $63 04. This I believe to have been the true 
balance. 

Question seventh. What amount of cash was there in the chest at that time? 

Answer. Between six and seven hundred dollars, 

Question eighth. Were not my accounts with the United States kept correctly? 

Answer. I believe they were. 

Question ninth. Was I not in the habit of making monthly deposits? 

Answer. You were, generally, I believe. 

Question tenth. Did 1 borrow $5,000 of any person while Mr. Gardiner was here? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question eleventh. Is there an index required in the department to any book in my office? 

Answer. 1 know of no such requisition. 

Question twelfth. Did any person come to the office to borrow money, while Gardiner was there? 

Answer. I don’t recollect it. 

Question thirteenth. ‘ Was I in the habit of loaning sums of money of various amounts, to nu: .crous 
persons, returnable temporarily every quarter, and receivable again, in a short time after the commence- 
ment of a new quarter?” 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question fourteenth. Was I in the habit of speculating on the public moneys? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. 

Question fifteenth. Were the books of the office kept in a book-case, free from dust and dirt; and did 
not Mr. Gardiner say that mine was the first office where they were so kept, and that they were just as 
they should be? 

Answer. I recollect of hearing Gardiner make the statement in substance. 

Question sixteenth. State what you know in relation to exchanging scrip, in the receiver's office, while 
I was receiver? 

Answer. I think General Drake exchanged a few hundred dollars for Mr. McCarty in September, 
1831, but am not certain. Afterwards, I believe in the spring or summer of 1832, I exchanged, I think, 
about $4,000 for General Duncan, of Illinois, for which I received, as well as I can recollect, two per cent. 

Question seventeenth. Has there ever been any scrip exchanged in the office since the reception of the 
Seerctary’s letter of 14th May, 1833, relative to scrip? 

Answer, I know of none. 

Question eighteenth. Were we in the habit of making monthly comparisons of the receipts, certificates 
of purchase, entries on the maps and tract books, the monthly abstracts of sales, and the blotter, with 
the register? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did Mr. McCarty ever deposit any scrip in the office to be filled 
up, either by assignment or relinquishment, as he might be able to find purchasers? 

Answer, 1 don’t recollect of any, except what I have before mentioned. 

Question second. Did he send scrip by purchasers assigned in blank, to be filled up by the receiver 
at the office, so as to answer the purposes of such purchaser: rs? 

Answer, The purchasers bought scrip in that way. 

Question third. When was that practice commenced? 

Answer. It commenced when General Drake ceased to make exchanges in 1831. 

Question . . Did Mr. Sharpe ever send any in that way? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I think he did. 

Question. fifth. De you know of any other facilities, of any description, afforded by General Drake to 
scrip dealers, either by himself or clerks, than what you have mentioned? 

Answer, I think not. 

Question sixth. How much scrip was received in the office in the time that Gardiner was examining 
it, say up to the 25th July last, from the 13th? 

Answer. Nearly fifteen hundred dollars. 

Question seventh. How much cash in that time? 


Answer. About two thousand dollars. . 

Question eighth. How many sales were made from the Ist of January, 1833, to the Ist of July, same 
rama? e 
year? 


Answer. Twelve hundred and sixty, I believe. 

Question ninth. How many cash sales were made for sums over $50? 

Answer. About one hundred and thirty sales 

Question tenth. Do you know of any other serip agent than those already mentioned, having had 
facilities afforded him at either office? 

Answer, No, sir. 


By Mr. St. “ai as to register’s office: 


Question first. To whom did General Duncan, of Illinois, send his scrip? 
Answer. Ie sent it to General Drake. 
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Question second. To whom was it assigned? 

Answer. The first and second lots were assigned to Mr. St. Clair. 

Question third. Wow much of it was assigned to me? 

Answer. I don’t recollect; I suppose about $1,150 worth. 

Question fourth. What did I say and do when you presented the scrip to me to assign? 

Answer. I do not recollect what you said the first time, but the second time you refused—you at 
length assigned it. You stated that it was assigned to you without your knowledge or consent. You 
requested me to inform General Duncan not to forward any more to you. 

Question fifth. Who exchanged it? 

Answer. I did. 

Question sixth. Did you or General Drake ever pay me anything for assigning it? 

Answer. I did not, nor do I believe he did. 

Question seventh. Was the assignment to me certified by the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office? 

Answer. I do not recollect to have seen the assignment, but I think it was. 

Question eighth. In what situation were the books and papers kept in the register’s office; were they 
kept neat and clean? 

Answer. I think they were. 

Question ninth. Did you ever hear any complaint of the manner in which the business was done? 

Answer. I don’t recollect of any. 

Question tenth. Did I not pay strict attention to the duties of the office? 

Answer. I believe you did. 

And further saith not. 

I]. PARKE, 

Sworn to, before me. 


CALEB SCUDDER, Justice of the Peace, de. 


No. 8.—Mr. Brown’s testimony: 

Mr. Brown examined on behalf of Mr. St. Clair. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Did Mr, Gardiner put up at your tavern when he was here in July 
last, examining the land offices? 

Answer. Yes, sir. : 

Question second, Did you have any conversation with him about the register’s office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question third. What did he say about the manner in which it had been kept, and the exchange of 
scrip? 

Answer. He said the office had been well kept; that there were some objections to the township 
plats, but it was owing to the course of the former register, Mr. Hanna; that his report could not be 
otherwise than favorable, in justice to the land officers. He said he would make out his report before he 
left. He said the exchange of scrip was carried on by Mr. Sharpe, and that Mr. St. Clair was not con- 
nected with Sharpe. He said, also, that he was authorized to take depositions, but that he was satisfied 
as to the manner of exchanging scrip; that Mr. St. Clair was anxious to take depositions, but he did not 
think it necessary. This conversation was after the examination, 

Question fifth. Did not a large portion of the purchasers of public lands put up with you since you 
have been keeping public house in this place? 

Answer. A great many have. 

Question sixth. Have you ever heard any complaint against me, in any way, from any of them? 

Answer. I never have. 

Question seventh. Was I much absent from home? 

Answer. I did not think a great deal; twice or three times a year; and two or three weeks at 
time. 

Question eighth. When at home, did I not attend strictly to the duties of the office? 

Answer. I never heard any person complain of yout inattention, and I never was in the office when 
you were not there. When purchasers came in I frequently went with them, or sent with them some 
person, and they were oar tr attended to at all times. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did Mr. Gardiner make these statements to you voluntarily, in a 
conversation sought by himself? 

Answer. Yes, sir; we became very well acquainted, and he spoke very freely to me on the subject. 

Question second. Did you see much inclination manifested by persons here, to seck interviews and 
conversations with Mr. Gardiner? 

Answer, A good many gentlemen called on Mr. Gardiner, and he was invited to their houses, but I 
supposed it to be out of respect to him. 

Question third. Do you know whether Messrs. Drake and St. Clair were apprised, from time to time, 
of his statements with regard to their official conduct? 

Answer. I think they and myself talked on that subject. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Did not Mr. Gardiner take pains to induce General Drake and 
myself, and*our friends, to believe that his report would be very favorable? 

Answer. That was his expression to me, that it would be very favorable; that he could not do other- 
wise than report favorably. 

Question second. Did Mr. Gardiner say whether the books in the register’s office were brought up? 

Answer. He said that when he first went into the office the books were a week or ten days behind, 
but before he left the office they were up. 


Receiver’s office: 
Question first. (By Gen. Drake.) State what he said in relation to the receiver and his office. 
Answer. I sent a note at his request up to Gen, Drake, on the 13th July. A few days after he came 
in and said he had finished his examination of the receiver’s office, and that the office was very well kept, 
and did credit to Gen. Drake; that Gen. Drake told him that he had sent five thousand dollars to Cincin- 
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nati, and that if this were so, he had all the money up to a cent; that he was acquainted with land office 
business, and it was owing to this that the appointment was sent to him without his request; that he 
had accepted it to accommodate an old friend. He was perhaps a little intoxicated when he talked this 
way. ‘ ‘ 

Question second. Was it ‘‘a common practice with merchants and other business men of the place, 
to go about just before the end of a quarter year, and industriously gather up all the money they ‘could’ 
obtain,” saying ‘“ they only wanted it until the receiver returned from Cincinnati?” 

Answer. 1 never heard that suggestion by anybody. 

Question third. Did you ever hear it reported that I was speculating on the public money? 

Answer. I never did before his examination; never in any way only from the report made by him. 

Question fourth. Do you know that I have ever used a dollar of the public money in keeping up the 
tavern kept by you? 

Answer. Ido not. I have heard you refuse to loan money, saying you had none except the public 
money. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know, from any quarter, that there were reports made to 
Gardiner, by persons here, respecting Gen. Drake’s dealing and speculating in the public money or in scrip? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question second, Have you no reasons to believe that such statements were made to him? 

Answer. No other only his own report. 

Question third. Do you know of Gen, Drake’s loaning public money at any time, or of borrowing 
money in order to make his deposits? 

Answer. I do not know either. 

Question fourth. Do you know of his dealing in scrip, or of exchanging it for others? 

Answer. Nothing, only what he told me himself: that he exchanged a few hundred dollars for 
McCarty, (the merchant here.) 1 know of his refusing a Mr. Clarke, from Zanesville, about a year ago 
last November. 

And further saith not. 








BASIL BROW*Y. 
Sworn to, before me. 
CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 9.—Alfred Harrison on behalf of register: 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Were you frequently in the register’s office while I was register; 
and if so, how were the books and papers kept? 

Answer. Yes, sir. The books and papers I never examined until after the removal. I merely looked 
at the face; and, as far as I examined them, they appeared to be neatly kept. I believe the books were 
kept in their places in the book-case, only when in use. The papers appeared to be free from dust and dirt. 

Question second. Did I attend to the duties of the office in person? 

Answer, You had a clerk who attended to the business of making the entries in the books, and your 
personal attention you gave so far as to be present attending to purchasers. Very seldom, when in town, 
out of the office long at a time. 

Question third. Do you know of my exchanging scrip? 

Answer, I don’t know that you ever did. I once advised you to deal in scrip, and you said you 
would have nothing to do with it. 

Question fourth. Could I not, if I had been so disposed, have made two or three thousand dollars in 
exchanging scrip? | 

Answer. Yes, sir; TI think you might have made two thousand at least. i) 

Question fifth. Did you have any conversation with Mr. Gardiner on the subject of scrip? 

Answer. Mr. Gardiner seemed disinclined to talk to me on the subject, but said he was satisfied Mr. 
St. Clair had nothing to do with the scrip himself, but that he had advised him to prohibit the dealing in 
scrip in his office; which he said he had done. I gave my own impression, and not Gardiner’s words. 

Question sixth, Had I not a building erected separate and detached from other rooms, for an office, 
for the purpose of preventing ‘scrip exchangers” from exchanging with purchasers? 

Answer. The office you have had built has no connection with any other rooms; it was built, as I Hi 
understood you, for the purpose of avoiding scrip exchanges. i 

Question jirst. (By T. A. Howard.) Did the office remain in your building until Mr. St. Clair was | 
removed? 

Answer. Yes, sir. 

Question second. Did you or any other person act as a scrip agent or dealer in the counting room, 
immediately below the office? 

Answer, I did not, but Mr. McCarty occupied the counting room for the purpose of exchanging. 
When he would be absent, he would ask me to attend, but I do not recollect making a single exchange. j 
I never acted as scrip agent until Mr. Gardner left here. 

Question third. Is it the practice of scrip dealers, or has it been, to make assignments in blank, and 
send such assignments to the office to be filled up by the land officers, or their clerks? 

Answer. I never made any exchange in that way; I was a stranger to the practice when I com- it 
menced exchanging. 


Xeceiver’s office: 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Were you a merchant in this place all the time that I was | 
receiver? . ’ 
Answer. Yes, sir, until August last. i 
Question second. Was it ‘‘the common practice of merchants and other business men, to go about | 
just before the end of a quarter year, and industriously borrow money, saying they only wanted it until 1 
the receiver returned from Cincinnati?” 
Answer. 1 believe it was not. It was not so with me. I never heard it rumored in town. Hd 
Question third. Did you ever hear that I was speculating in the public money? Hh 
Answer. I never heard it before Gardiner’s report, to my knowledge. H 


6 


Question fourth. Did you ever hear of my loaning public money? 
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Answer. No, except to the road superintendents, in anticipation of their drafts; I have gone myself 
to General Drake and got money, say a few hundred dollars, for a short time, just as I would to a neighbor 
merchant. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) In the loans made to you, did General Drake ever call on you, 
giving as his reason, that he wished to make his deposits? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question second. Do you know of any agreement or understanding between General Drake and 
McCarty, the merchant, respecting scrip? 

Answer. No, sir, 1 do not. 

Question third. Did various persons, to your knowledge, seek interviews with Mr. Gardiner, while 
he was here, for the purpose of conversing with him, respecting his examination? 

Answer. None that I know, except myself. I went to him merely to give him information respecting 
the part Mr. St. Clair had acted in regard to serip. I proposed to make a statement on oath. (This was 
done at the instance of Mr. St. Clair.) He declined taking my statement, appearing tu be satisfied. 

And further saith not. 

ALFRED HARRISON, 

Sworn to before me, 

CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No 10.—Mr. Fletcher’s testimony: 
Register’s office. 

Question first. (By Mr. St Clair.) Have you been in the register’s office while I was register, doing 
business as a purchaser or otherwise? 

Answer, Yes, sir; I had business frequently at the office. There was an attention paid by Mr. St. 
Clair, that I thought rather superior to what had been by his predecessor. 

Question second. Did you examine the office at my request, last November; and if so, what was its 
situation? 

Answer. IT made a slight examination, and gave a certificate, which was predicated mostly on the 
general conduct of the register and his clerk as officers. The books appeared neat and clean, and the 
papers preserved from dust and dirt. 

Question third. Did I pay prompt attention to the duties of the office? 

Answer. In my intercourse with the office, Mr. St. Clair was generally present, and was prompt and 
attentive to business. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you compare the books in your examination? 

Answer. No, sir; my statements are made from my general intercourse with the office, and from the 
general appearance of the books. — 1 found my own matters always accurately attended to. 

Question second. Did you know from any quarter, that various persons sought interviews with Mr. 
Gardiner while he was there, in order to draw him into conversation respecting his examination? 

Answer. 1 believe I can answer in the negative, that I don’t know of any person seeking interviews 
for that purpose. 


Receiver’s office. 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Did you examine my office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. I found the books neat, and also always found business promptly attended to, 
and entries accurately made, 

Question second. Was it common for merchants and other business men to go about borrowing 
money, just before a quarterly deposit, saying they only wanted it until the receiver returned from 
Cincinnati? 

Answer. It was not common. IT remember one or two instances in which Mr, Gaines applied for 
money, saying General Drake was going away, and he only wanted it a week or two, until after he got 
back. 

Question third. Wave you ever heard it charged against me, that I speculated in the funds of my office? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know anything respecting loans made by General Drake 
to merchants? 

Answer, I have no knowledge except as above stated. 

Question second. Do you know anything respecting General Drake, or any of his clerks dealing in 
or exchanging scrip? 

Ansuer. No, sir. 

Question third. Do you know of any speculation by General Drake, by entering lands for others in 
which his private interest would in any manner conflict with his official duty? 

Answer. I do not. I wish to state, in conclusion, that IT know of persons who were busy in giving 
Gardiner information, but I am not willing to give names; whether he sought them or they him 1 know 
not. 

And further saith not. 

CALVIN FLETCHER. 

Sworn before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No, 11.—Mr. Bolton’s testimony: ; 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Did you have any conversation with Mr. Gardiner while he was 
here examining the land offices in July, about the register’s office; and if so, what did he say about the 
manner in which it had been kept? 

Answer, I had frequent conversation with him at my printing office, and he spoke well of the manner 
in which the business had been conducted; and the impression left on my mind was, that it was satis- 
factory to him, He spoke of improvements by Mr. St. Clair in the office. 

Question first. (By 'T. A. Howard.) Did you compare the books of Mr, St. Clair’s office? 

Answer. Yes, sir. My examination was general, not particular, 1 did not compare the entries; I 
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only looked to amounts, the good appearance and the like. The books and papers were neatly kept, and 
were free from dust and dirt. 

Question second, Do you know of any persons going to Mr. Gardiner, for the purpose of drawing him 
into conversation respecting his examination, and the report he had to make to the government? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question third. Do you know anything about the scrip dealing that has been carried on here, that 
connects itself with either of the land offices? 

Answer, I know nothing of my own knowledge. 


Recciver’s office. 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Was it common for merchants, and others in business, to go about 
just before the close of a quarter year borrowing moncy, saying they only wanted it until the receiver 
returned from Cincinnati? 

Answer. 1 don’t recollect of having heard any such expression. 

Question second. What was the condition of my books just before I left the office? 

Answer. On general examination they corresponded—had been very neatly kept. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know of General Drake’s loaning public money, or specu- 
lating in it, or was there any general opinion prevailing that he was so engaged? 

Answer. I never heard any such opinion. 

And further saith not. 


N. BOLTON. 
CALEB SCUDDER, Justice of the Peace. 


Sworn to before me, 


No. 12.—John Givan’s testimony. 

Question first. (By General Drake ) Did you ever borrow any money of me? And if so, how much, 
and for what period? 

Answer, I don’t recollect of borrowing any. 

Question second. Was it the practice of the merchants and others here to borrow money just before 
a quarter year expired, saying that they only wanted it until the receiver returned from Cincinnati? 

Answer. I never heard anything of the kind spoken of. 

Question third. Was it the common opinion here that I speculated on the funds of my office? 

Answer, No. 

Question fourth. Are you a merchant here? 

Answer. 1 am, and have been about twelve years. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you ever loan General Drake money to aid him in making his 
deposits? 

Answer, No, sir. I have remitted money by him to Cincinnati to pay debts of my own, enclosed in 
a letter. 

Question second. Do you know anything of his dealing in or exchanging land serip? 

Answer, Not that I recollect. 

Question third. Do you know of any facilities afforded by him to dealers or exchangers of land scrip? 

Answer. | dow t know of any. 

And further saith not. 

JOHN GIVAN. 
Sworn to before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 13.—Henry Hurst’s testimony: 

HW. Wurst called and examined by T. A. Howard. 

Answer. 1 had four hundred dollars worth of scrip, and applied to Mr. St. Clair to exchange it; he 
said he could not, but referred me to Mr. Sharpe. I did not apply immediately, but applied to General 
Drake, who said he could not exchange it; but referred me to Mr. McCarty, who had engrossed the other 
office. JT applied to Mr. McCarty, and he said it could be done in three or four days. I went to Sharpe, 
who seemed at first to decline, until I told him I had seen McCarty. He took the scrip, and in a few 
days I applied at the register’s office, and got the money; this was in June last, I think. ‘This is all that 
1 know respecting scrip; Iam no dealer in it; and only obtained the exchange of the above amount as 
stated. Mr. St. Clair said, at the time I applied to him, that he had never exchanged any, and never 
would. Mr. Sharpe deducted one and a half per cent when I called for my money. I had no reason to 
believe that Mr. St. Clair had any part of the compensation. 

Question. Do you know whether it was generally reported here that General Drake was engaged in 
speculating in the public funds? 

Answer. I dow’t know that it was. I have heard it talked about, but I don’t know that it was 
general, 

Question. Do you know of his borrowing money to make deposits, or of loaning public money? 

Answer. No, sir. 

First question. (By Mr. St. Clair, for General Drake.) Have you any reason to believe that General 
Drake ever did speculate in any way in the public funds? 

Answer. The only reason I have to believe it, is, that it was said Blythe and Drake were in partner- 
ship; and last summer General Drake showed me his books, which showed, at the end of several quarters, 
a balance to a large amount. 

Question second. Do you know of General Drake making any advances to Blythe or any other person? 

Answer. I do not; as to myself, I know nothing about it. 

And further saith not. 


H. HURST. 


Sworn to before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 
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No. 14.—Mr. Walpole’s testimony: 

Question first. (By Gen. Drake.) Do you know that while I was receiver of public moneys, that it 
was a custom for merchants and other persons in business, to go about borrowing money, at the close of 
each quarter year, saying that they would return it when the receiver returned from Cincinnati? 

Answer. 1 never heard of such a thing. 

Question second, Do you know that I ever speculated in the public funds? 

Answer. I never heard so. I ama merchant. 

And further saith not. 


LUKE WALPOLE. 


Sworn to before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 15.—Thomas McOuat’s testimony: 
Mr. McOuat makes the same statement. 


THOMAS McOUAT. 


Sworn to before me, 


JALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 16.—T. M. Smith’s testimony: 
Mr. Smith makes the same statement; also a merchant. 


T. M. SMITH. 


Sworn to, before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 17.—Caleb Scudder’s testimony: 
In answer to the above questions, I have been acquainted with James P. Drake from the time he 
took charge of the receiver's office in Indianapolis, and have no knowledge of his lending or speculating 
in the public funds, either directly or indirectly; neither have I heard it reported so by the citizens. 


CALEB SCUDDER. 


No. 18.—Isaac Kinder’s testimony: 
Isaac Kinder, merchant, makes the same statement. 
ISAAC KINDER. 


Sworn to, before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 19.—David Bates’ testimony: 
David Bates, merchant, makes the same statement. 


DAVID BATES. 


Sworn to, before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 20.—Nicholas McCarty’s testimony: 

Mr. McCarty, merchant, called by Mr. Drake and Mr. St. Clair. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Do you know of my ever exchanging scrip? 

Ansuer. I do not know of your having any connection with it. 

Question second. Did you not request me to act as your agent, and did I not refuse? 

Answer. You said you could have nothing to do with it. I asked you if I might be permitted to 
remain in the room, by myself or agent? You said you would not pretend to turn any one out of the 
room. I then asked if I might engage Clairborne Hanna? You said you had no objections to it; you 
did not expect to control him. The time was about 1831, early in the year. You said the scrip was con- 
signable, consequently receivable, according to the forms prescribed; and you did not feel disposed to 
interfere. I don’t think you had any knowledge of the compensation that I was to give Mr. Hanna, or 
Mr. Sharpe, who also exchanged for me. I don’t think you had any part of the compensation. 

(Juestion third. Was the scrip you had here the property of original holders, or of assignees, for the 
purpose of speculation? 

Answer. The scrip I received was generally from Philo Hale, Mr. Ewing, and Mr. Buckingham; (Mr. 
Ewing was the Senator in Congress.) There was a small part of the scrip I purchased myself. They 
were all assignees, and held it for speculation. 

Question fourth. What did Mr. Gardiner say to you about the manner I had kept the office? 

Answer. He said the office appeared to be kept in good order; that he had had some difficulty with 
Mr. St. Clair’s brother-in-law, but it should not affect him. Ie suggested to me that I had better speak 
to Mr. St. Clair to get a statement from Mr. Sharpe relative to the scrip he had exchanged. Mr. Gardi- 
ner’s conversation left the impression on my mind that he was favorably inclined with regard to Mr. St. 
Clair, and the manner in which he had kept his office. 

Question fifth. Were not the assignments of scrip made before it was sent here, and the power of 
attorney, under which it was assigned, certified by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to be 
on file in his office? ) 

Answer. The greater portion of it was so certified by Mr. Hayward. 

Question sixth. Did I not prohibit the exchange of scrip in the office as soon as I understood, from 
Gardiner, that the instructions applied to clerks? 

Answer. Immediately you did. 

Question seventh. Could I not, if I had been so disposed, have made 2,000 or 3,000 dollars by ex- 
changing acrip? 

Answer. I should think so. 

Question eighth. Do you know of any instance when I ever received a single cent for exchange of 
scrip? 
































1834.] FRAUDS IN THE SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS.® 





Answer. No, sir. 

Question ninth. Did I keep my office neat, and my books and papers clean from dust and dirt? 

Answer. So far as I saw from time to time. 

(Juestion first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you have an agreement with Mr. Sharpe, that he was to give 
you the preference in scrip exchanging? 

Answer. Yes, sir. He was not to undertake, to my exclusion, to exchange for others. 


Receiver’s office: 

Question first. (By Gen. Drake.) State what you know in regard to my dealing in scrip? 

Answer. I made a bargain with you to present my scrip to purchasers, for a small per cent, and 
after a short time you declined it, giving as a reason, as well as I remember, that you thought it might 
lead to some wrong suspicions by the department, for you to have any hand in exchanging, or something 
to that amount. It was shortly after the first scrip came on. I bought some scrip of you once, perhaps 
one or two thousand dollars. You sold it as the attorney for Mr. Morgan. 

Question second. Was it the custom of merchants and others here to go about, just before a quarter 
year expired, borrowing money, saying they only wanted it until the receiver returned from Cincinnati? 

Answer, 1 don’t know that I ever heard of such a thing. 

Question third. Do you know of my speculating on the public money? 

Answer, I do not. 

(Juestion first. (By T. A. Howard.) Has Gen. Drake performed any services for you as scrip agent, 
either by writing relinquishments, assiguments, or otherwise, in the exchange of scrip since May last? 

Answer. About the time Gardiner was here, Gen. Drake, at my request, and to save my coming to 
the office in person, or sending a clerk, wrote the relinquishments for my accommodation; but there was 
no coinpensation. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Had you any agent stationed in Conner’s and Harrison’s store, or 
counting room, during Gardiner’s stay here, or did you inform him so? 

Answer, 1 did not. I attended there myself. 

(Juestion second. Have you exchanged as much since Mr. Sharpe ceased, as before, in the same’.ime? 

Answer. No, I have not. Mr. Harrison, my agent, when he goes to his meals often misses a pur- 
chaser, the office being constantly kept open; while I attended myself I did not miss a solitary entry, to 
which scrip would apply. 

Question first. (By Mr. Howard.) What did you state to Gardiner, with regard to watching for 
purchasers? 

Answer. I stated that I would be obliged to watch every purchaser that came in; and may have said 
that I would stay at the counting room until I got under way, and then get some one to attend for me. 

(Question second. Have you had very extensive money transactions with Gen. Drake, while he was 
receiver. 

Answer. I have considerable. Sometimes he made advances to me, and sometimes I made advances 
to him, perhaps from $20,000 to $50,000 in all. Sometimes Gen. Drake would state to me that the advan- 
ces he asked of me were on account of specie he had on hand, and desired the paper to deposit; at other 
times, it was in consideration of drafts which he expected to receive, or had received of Johnson and 
Milroy, as superintendents of the national road. These advances rarely amounted to a very large sum 
at one time; varying from $500 to $2,000; possibly, sometimes as high as three thousand. Gen. Drake 
proposed to me to give me the silver, and I refused to receive it, preferring to wait and receive the 
drafts, or paper. 

And further saith not. 

NICHOLAS McCARTY. 

Sworn to, before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, Justice of the Peace. 


No. 21.—James Morrison’s testimony: 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Have you been frequently in the register’s office, while I was 
acting as register? 

Answer. I have. 

Question second. (By same.) Did you examine the office, at my request, last November? 

Answer. I did. 

Question third. In what situation were the books and papers of the office at that time? 

Answer. The examination was not thorough; that is, I only looked into them generally; but the 
examination was such as to satisfy me that I have not been mistaken in my previous opinion, that the 
books and papers were neatly kept and preserved with care. 

Question fourth. What do you know of my personal attention to the duties of the office? 

Answer. I always considered that you gave strict personal attention to the duties of your office; and 
presume that no one can, in truth, say otherwise. I had good opportunity for judging, as the duties of 
my own office kept me very closely in town; and during the time of your service as register, our relations 
being intimate, we were much together. I can, therefore, say, with great confidence, that, unless when you 
were oceasionally absent from home, your personal attention might be said to be constant. 

Question fifth. (By same.) State whether I was much from home? 

Answer. | think your absence could not amount, altogether, to more than from five to eight weeks 
during the year, and generally not more than ten days, or two weeks, at a time. 

(Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) In your examination of the books, did you cémpare them? 

Answer. Not critically. ‘ 

(Juestion second. (By same.) Did you compare the town plats with the tract books? 

Answer. I did not. 

Question third. (By same.) Did you compare the registry of certificates with the journal? 

Answer, I did not. I did not consider my examination as amounting to a comparison of any book or 
paper with another. It was a mere cursory examination. 
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Receiver’s office: 

Question first. (By Gen. Drake.) Was it a custom of the merchants, or men of business, of this place, 
to go round, and industriously borrow money, just before I went on to make my quarterly deposits, say- 
ing, they only wanted it until the receiver re ‘turned from Cincinnati? 

Answer. I never knew or heard of any such custom; nor of one solitary instance of the kind. 

Question second. (By same.) Have you known or understood that I was speculating on the public 
money? 

Answer. I have no knowledge of the matter; nor have I any information from any one who pretended 
to know. You, as other men in office, supposed to have the means, may have been accused of so doing, 
but I cannot refer to any instance in which you were ever spe cially accused of the unlawful or improper 
application of public money. I have heard it suggested, that you might have a hand, in some way, in a 
speculation of revolutionary scrip; but, further, I have heard of no charge of speculation. The most and 
nearly all that I have ever ‘heard of the ser ip speculation, has been since it was said you were removed 
from office, and in reference to Colonel Gardiner’s report. 

And further saith not. 


JAMES MORRISON. 


Sworn to, and subscribed before the undersigned notary public, the day and year aforesaid. 


W. W. WICK. 


No. 22.—John Cain’s testimony: 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you have any conversation with James B. Gardiner, Esq., 
when he was examining the land office? 

Answer. Yes, sir, I had. 

(Juestion second. State distinctly what it was that passed between you. 

Answer. Mr. Gardiner, soon after he came here, came to the post office, and, after inquiring for 
letters, made known the cause of his visit to Indianapolis. Next day a conversation passed at Mr. 
Brown’s. He asked about scrip; I told him I knew nothing about it, except what common report said. 
He then asked about the attention of Gen. Drake and St. Clair to their offices; I replied that I was not as 
well acquainted with Drake’s office as with Mr. St. Clair’s: that St. Clair manifested a disposition to give 
satisfaction to all persons concerned, and was one of the most attentive officers I knew. 

Question third. Did you give Mr. Gardiner any information respecting scrip? 

Answer. No, sir, none at all. 

Question fourth. Did you speak to him of any money that you or any person else had seen passing 
between General Drake’s office and McCarty’s store? 

Answer. No, sir; Mr. Gardner told me after he had examined General Drake’s office, or while he 
was examining it, that he had seen or was told that there was money passing between the receiver's 
office and McCarty’ s store. 

Question Sifth. What common report did you refer to when you told Gardiner that you knew nothing 
except what common report said? 

Answer. I have heard the matter often spoken of that there was scrip exchanged in the two offices. 

Question sirth. Has it been common here for persons in business to borrow money, saying they only 
wanted it until the receiver returned from Cincinnati? 

Answer. It is a matter I never heard of until this investigation. 

Question seventh. Is it a commonly received opinion, or has it been, that General Drake speculated 
in the public funds? 

Answer. I don’t know that it is; I have frequently heard it spoken of, but whether the speculations 
referred to were on public money or other funds I know not. As to the scrip I do not know that General 
Drake had anything to do with it, nor did I ever hear any such thing of Mr. St. Clair. 

And further saith not. 

J. CAIN. 

Sworn to before me, 

CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 23.—Samuel Henderson’s testimony: 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) During the time that General Drake kept the receiver’s office in 
this place, was it ‘‘ publicly talked of,” or generally believed, that General Drake was in the habit of 
speculating on the public funds? 

Answer. It was talked of; but whether gener rally, I am not able to say. I have heard such talk. 

Question second. Was it ‘common for persons in business here to borrow money, saying they only 
wanted it for a few days, or a short time, until the receiver returned from Cincinnati, where he would go 
on to make his deposits? 

Answer. Not to my knowledge. I have no recollection of hearing any such conversation. 

Question third. During Mr. Gardiner’s stay here, did you hear from any quarter that bags of silver 
were seen passing between the receiver's office and McCarty’ s store, or do you know such to have been 
the fact at any time? 

Answer. I don’t think I heard any such thing. 

Question fourth. Have you any knowledge relative to General Drake or his clerks dealing in scrip, 
or exchanging it at amy time? 

Answer. I have not. 

Question fifth. Was it generally believed hake that they, or any of them, were engaged in scrip 
dealing in any form? 

Answer. Such was the general rumor amongst those with whom I conversed. When Gardiner was 
here he came to me and asked me upon the subjects indicated in your questions; I told him, of my own 
knowledge, I knew nothing; his reply was, ‘‘ It comes to me from every quarter.” 

Question Jirst. (By Mr. St. Clair, on behalf of General Drake.) Do you know of a single instance of 
speculation in the public funds by General Drake? 

Answer. No, sir. 
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e 
Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know of any speculation in public funds, any dealing in 
scrip, or any other act of official misconduct by General Drake, than what is disclosed or referred to in 
your foregoing answers? 
Answer. No, sir. 


Register’s office. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know what portion of Mr. St. Clair’s time he was absent 
from Indianapolis while he was register? 

Answer. He was frequently away; I cannot say anything like the precise time. 

Question second. Was it notorious that scrip was exchanged by Mr. Sharpe at the register’s office? 

Answer. I think so. 

Question first. (By Mr. St. Clair.) Were you intimate with me, or did you visit the register’s office 
frequently, so that you could judge whether I was at home or not? 

Answer. I was not frequently at the office, or at your house; living so near I could consequently 
know whether you were frequently absent from town. 

Question second. Was 1, when at home, often in the street, or did I keep myself very close? 

Answer. I saw you very frequently in the street. I think you did not keep yourself very close. 
And further saith not. 

SAM’L HENDERSON. 
Sworn to before me, 


CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 24—Gov. Noble’s testimony: 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) During the time that General Drake kept the receiver’s office here, 
was it common for merchants, and other men in business, to go about borrowing money, about the time 
he would go on to make his deposits, saying that they only wanted it until he should return from Cin- 
cinnati, or do you know of any instance of the kind? 

Answer. | know of none. 

Question second. Was it publicly talked of here, that he was engaged in speculations on the public 
money; or that he or his clerks, were in the habit of dealing in or exchanging scrip? 

Answer. As regards speculations on the public funds, such was public rumor; but I have no know- 
ledge of its accuracy myself. I have heard it remarked, that exchanges of scrip were made by those in 
the service of the general; this was the first or second year of his service. 

Question third. Do you know of any other general rumor here respecting any other official miscon- 
duct, either of Drake or his clerks? 

Answer. I heard, as public rumor, that General Drake assisted with the funds of this office, Dr. Canby, 
in making his deposits; and I have had persons pointed out to me as being here on that business, but 
this rumor is not confirmed by any fact within my own knowledge. 

Question fourth. Can you name the persons who were so pointed out to you? 

Answer. I cannot, certainly, but think a Mr. Wilson, of Crawfordville, was one; I also heard that 
General Johnson, the road superintendent, had received $4,000 from General Drake for the benefit of 
Canby. 


tegister’s office. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Do you know of Mr. St. Clair’s dealing in scrip, or suffering it 
at his office, or of his absence from Indianapolis while he was register; or of his neglecting in any man- 
ner his duty as a public officer? 

Answer. I have not seen Mr. St. Clair engaged in any scrip transactions, but have seen exchanges 
making by his clerk; I have known him occasionally to be absent to the eastern part of the State and to 
Ohio, during his service; but I know of no neglect of the duties of his office. 

Mr. Gardiner having referred to me, I am perhaps placed in the light of an informant, secretly, and 
wish to explain by stating, that I was invited to the room of Mr. Gardiner, when he named the object of 
his visit, and the rumors that filled the country, charging the land officers here with speculations in scrip, 
and other impropricties. He referred to his instructions, and spoke of his willingness to do his duty, but 
said he was a stranger, and knew not to whom to apply, as regarded the allegations that both the offi- 
cers were dealing in scrip, and that the receiver was concerned in a broker’s office, &c.; I said to Mr. 
Gardiner that I had heard these reports, but knew nothing of their truth; that I had no doubt the 
receiver would admit them, if true; that I entertained for the receiver the most friendly feelings, which, 
with the fact of my removal from the same office on political considerations, would forbid my communi- 
cating information were I in possession of any. And further saith not. 

N. NOBLE. 

Sworn to and subscribed, January 23, 1834. 


THOMAS H. SHARPE, Notary Public. 


No. 25.—James Blake’s testimony: 

Question first. (By General Drake.) Did I borrow $5,000 while Mr. Gardiner was here, to your 
knowledge? 

Ansner. Not to my knowledge. 

Question second. Was it the practice of merchants, and other men in business, just before I would 
go on to make my deposits, to go about to borrow money, saying, ‘‘they only wanted it until the receiver 
returned from Cincinnati?” 

Answer. I do not know of any such thing to my own knowledge. While Gardiner was here, I had 
a conversation with him, and he asked me if General Drake was not concerned in the loan office. I told 
him I understood he was, and gave him my reasons for believing it, that Mr. McCarty had told me he was 
endorser for General Drake and Blythe at Cincinnati, for $5,000. 

Question third. Do you know in any instance of my speculating on the public money? 
Answer. I do not. 
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Question first. (T. A. Howard.) Do you know of General Drake’s dealing in scrip, or suffering his 
clerks to do so, by exchanging it or otherwise? 

Answer. I do not know it. 

Question second. Was it generally talked of here, that General Drake speculated in the funds of his 
office? 

Answer. I have heard such things, but from, or by whom, I do not recollect. 

Question third. Do you know of any other malconduct of General Drake, as a public officer? 

Answer. I do not, of myself. 

Question fourth. Do you know of General Drake’s making loans of public money? or have you heard 
it commonly spoken of that he was in the habit of making loans, in any manner, of such funds? 

Answer. I do not know it. I have heard it spoken of, but by whom I would not pretend to say. 


And further saith not. 
JAMES BLAKE. 


Sworn to and subscribed, January 23, 1834. 
THOS. A. SUARPE, Notary Public. 


No. 26.—Deposition of James Leviston: 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) State if you know anything respecting any scrip transactions, in 
which either General Drake or Mr. St. Clair, or any of their clerks had any agency, and anything con- 
nected therewith? : 

Answer. I know of no scrip transactions in which either General Drake or Mr. St. Clair was, to my 
knowledge, concerned. During the session of the legislature last winter, my brother at Jeffersonville 
sent me two thousand dollars in scrip to get cashed for him; on making inquiry where I could probably 
succeed in getting the scrip cashed, I was directed to call on Mr. Sharpe at the register’s office for that 
purpose; I did so, and was informed by Mr. Sharpe that Mr. Nicholas McCarty had deposited with him a 
larger amount of scrip than could be cashed by him before the close of the session, and that therefore he 
could not accommodate me without Mr. McCarty’s permission. I called on Mr. McCarty, but failed in 
getting that permission. 

And further, this deponent saith not. 


JAMES LEVISTON. 


Sworn to before me, 
CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 


No. 27.—Gen. Homer Johnson’s testimony: 

Question first. (By Mr. Drake.) Did you receive from me, for the benefit of Doctor Canby, $4,000, or 
any other sum of money? . 

Answer. No, I did not. 

Question second. Do you know of my having loaned Doctor Canby any money to assist him in making 
his deposits? 

Answer. No, sir. 

Question first. (By T. A. Howard.) Did you ever, on behalf of Doctor Canby, apply to General Drake 
for the purpose of obtaining money to make his deposits? 

Answer. I never did. 

Question second. Do you know of General Drake’s speculating in public funds in any manner? 

Answer. I do not. 

Question third. Did you ever hear it so reported. 

Answer. No, sir. 

And further saith not. 
If. JOUNSON. 


Sworn to before me, 
CALEB SCUDDER, J. P. 





Cotumsus, November 28, 1834. 


’ 

Dear Sir: I have completed, as far as practicable, the objects of my appointment as commissioner 
for the examination of the land office at this place; and although my success has not been so complete 
as I could have desired, owing to facts which I have elsewhere represented to the committee, yet I have 
succeeded in clearly proving some acts, which I consider perhaps as outrageous as any that have been 
committed at any office. You will not fail to see at once the effect of such an arrangement as was made 
by the receiver at this place with G. W. Martin. The effect would be to enable any one man thus favored, 
to monopolize the entire sales, bid off the lands at whatever price he might put down competition; of 
course the people, attending the public sales, will have dispersed in a few days after the sales have 
closed; they have no idea but all things, in regard to the transaction, are fair. A short time after the 
sales, the person thus purchasing by agreement, forfeits the land; the whole affair is canceled, the 
receipts destroyed, and the land becomes subject to entry in the usual manner, and this being known 
only to a few privileged individuals, of course, they can enter the land at the minimum price. ‘This, sir, 
has been the course pursued here, which is, in every particular, proved by the evidence of the receiver 
himself, and more particularly by the evidence of Adolphus G. Wier, who was, as will appear from his 
deposition, an acting clerk in the receiver’s office at the time. The facts of such an agreement being 
made, of Martin’s purchasing under it, of the canceling of the purchase, destroying the receipts, and 
erasing or marking out the “sold” on the books and maps, are all distinctly proved. The witness was of 
opinion that this was by the permission of the Commissioner of the Gencral Land Office; but he had not 
the means to ascertain this fact. At any rate, I conceive if he did give such permission, that it was 
only adding another individual to the fraudulent act; for I should think the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office could not legally allow such conduct. Of this fact, however, you can ascertain more directly 
and fully from the office of the commissioner of the land office there. 
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From the numerous complaints made to me of the conduct of G. W. Martin, Choctaw locating agent, 
I am of opinion that it would be well for the committee to institute an inquiry into his conduct. I did 
not consider mysclf authorized to take any evidence in regard to him, for reasons which I have stated 
elsewhere. I can, however, say, that should the committee think proper to have such inquiry made, and 
will give me the necessary authority, I will attend to it, provided the compensation allowed me will 
‘ustify me in doing so. I feel it my duty to inform you of the habits of the officers here. I can assure 
you that the register, Major Dowsing, is a sober, industrious, persevering man in the discharge of his 
official duties, and I should think it difficult to better that appointment, in these degenerate times. The 
receiver is all the time drunk; so much so, as to incapacitate him from the discharge of his official duties. 
He has clerks who are attentives His situation is so notorious here, that I am of opinion that it would 
be well enough, for those opposed to the present order of things, to say nothing about it, but let him 
alone; for I find it has the effect of “opening the eyes of the blind” in many instances here, and disgusting 
many more, and, upon the whole, I think his being retained in office has the effect of materially injuring 
the administration here. These are, however, only a few hints, incidentally dropped, for your considera- 
tion. The fact is notorious here, that he is never sober enough to attend to any business. 

The sales of public lands commence here next Monday. I shall remain here, perhaps, during the 
sales. I find the fact of my presence, and the knowledge of my business here, causes considerable 
uneasiness among the speculators, who are daily coming in. They are afraid of me; they fear I have 
been authorized and directed to remain here and watch them; and I have no doubt my presence here, 
under the circumstances, will save a very large amount of money to the general government. Though 
I remain upon private business, yet I shall not undeceive them. They have taken up the idea that I am 
authorized to stop the sales, if I find anything like combination; this I rather encourge. Thus you will 
perceive I am rather an unwelcome guest among the speculating gentry. Enclosed I send you a state- 
ment of charges in relation to, this business, and will write to you again in a few days in relation to that 
part of the business. I, you will preceive, mention fifteen days, as the time I have been engaged in this 
business. It is true I was not that many days actually engaged in taking testimony; but I was engaged 
in searching it out, and particularly in ferreting out the circumstances of the affair with G. W. Martin, and, 
in fact, a longer time. You can allow me what compensation you think proper; or it may be gover: od 
by the usages in such cases. I beg leave to refer you to my next letter, which I will write in a few days 
on this subject. 


I am, your friend, G. C. WOOLDRIDGE. 


To Hon. Grorcr Pornpexter, Washington City. 
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RELATIVE TO DELAY IN ISSUING PATENTS FOR CONFIRMED LAND CLAIMS IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 16, 1834. 


Treasury Department, December 16, 1834. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives, passed 11th December, 1834, 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury to report ‘the causes which have retarded the issuing patents in 
favor of the claimants to lands in the State of Louisiana, which have been confirmed by virtue of the 
different acts of Congress which have been passed for the adjustment of land claims within the said 
State,” I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
tu whom the resolution was referred, which gives the information required. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hun. Joun Bet, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





; GreneRAL Lanp Orricr, December 18, 1834. 

Sir: In compliance with the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 11th instant, directing 
a report to be made to that House of “the causes which have retarded the issuing of patents in favor of 
the claimants to lands in the State of Louisiana, which have been confirmed by virtue of the different acts 
of Congress which have been passed for the adjustment of land claims within the said State,” referred 
by you to this office, I have the honor to report: 

That, by the existing laws, all the confirmed claims in Louisiana have to be surveyed under the 
authority of the United States, and that none of the plats of the townships in which such claims were 
situated could be considered as complete, so long as the land offices were kept open for the reception and 
adjudication of claims, as, until the question of title was definitely settled, those plats would not show 
such a discrimination between the public lands and private claims, as would enable the government to 
act upon them with confidence, and that, until the survey of the township was completed, it was imprac- 
ticable to know what might be the interferences between the lines of the different claims, or to prepare 
the particular plats of each claim, giving to the tract its proper sectional number, by which the land was 
to be identified and described in the certificate of the register, and the patent founded thereon. 

The nature and value of those claims were such as to render it necessary that the surveys should be 
executed with the greatest care and circumspection, and none but the most experienced and faithful 
deputies should, therefore, have been employed in their execution, while the peculiar nature of the country 
rendered the progress of the surveyor not only slow in the execution of the work, but limited the season 








') 


oe 


























526 - PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1265, 








for active operations in the field to but a portion of the year. Another great impediment to the prompt 
and faithful execution of the surveys in the alluvial portion of that State, which includes the great body 
of the claims, has been the insufficient maximum allowance per mile which the law has prescribed for 
surveying; and as the same maximum was paid for surveying the uplands and pine barrens of the State, 
it was difficult to procure competent deputies to execute the surveys of those claims, and the adjacent 
low grounds, so long as they could procure more profitable contracts for surveying in those parts of that and 
the adjacent States, where they could execute their work with greater rapidity and less risk as to health. 

These causes, combined with the former and peculiar organization of the surveying department in 
that State, rendered the surveying of the public and private lands, and the preparation of the plats, both 
tedious and difficult; but the act of 1831 having abolished the offices of the three principal deputy sur- 
veyors, and established that of a surveyor general, the surveying operations have, since then, been 
carried on with more vigor, and it is believed that the execution of the surveys yet required, and the 
preparation of the plats, will progress with greater efficiency and rapidity. At the same time, I cannot 
but again urge upon the legislature the absolute necessity, if the surveys are expected to be finally 
closed within a reasonable time, of allowing some additional compensation to be made to the deputies, 
in those cases where it is found, from the peculiar nature of the surveys, to be utterly impracticable to 
procure the work to be executed for the present maximum fixed by law. 

The existing laws only authorize the issuing of patents upon the production of the patent certificates 
of the register, accompanied by the necessary plats of survey; these plats are, in the first instance, after 
having been prepared and recorded in the surveyor general’s office, forwarded by him to the proper regis- 
ter, who has to compare them with the reports and all the other documents in his office, preparatory to 
granting his patent certificate therefor. This is often a work of much labor, and for the performance of 
which he receives no special compensation from the government, but is allowed certain fees, payable by 
the claimants. 

In the southeastern district of Louisiana, although the private claims are not definitely settled, 
there being one report of the land officers upon such claims now before Congress for their decision there- 
on, the plats of 130 townships and fractional townships have been returned to this office, and it is pre- 
sumed that the particular plats of a portion of the private claims in those townships have been sent to 
the register’s office, although patent certificates have been transmitted in but two cases, upon both of 
which patents have issued. The reasons why more certificates have not been issued, are not known to 
this office; but from the statements made by the register at Opelousas, hereafter alluded to, in relation 
to the claims in his district, it may be inferred that it arises, in part, from a similar indifference on the 
part of the claimants themselves as to procuring their patents. 

In the St. Helena district, the plats of 112 townships and fractional townships have been returned 
to this office, while the land officers, so far as known to this office, have issued but one certificate, which 
has been patented under date of the 27th October, 1833. The surveyor general for Louisiana stated 
that ‘between four and five hundred plats of private claims in the district of St. Helena have been pre- 
pared from the notes in this office. I am bold to say, not only that there has been no remissness (as 
might be supposed from the tenor of the letter of the land officers at St. Welena to you, dated 10th Janu- 
ary last,) on my part in bringing up this branch of the arrears, but that great pains have been taken, 
and great diligence used in so doing. It is scarcely necessary to say that the labor, both mental and 
mechanical, was very considerable in making out such a number of plats from old, ill written notes; 
some of the plats attempted were set aside on account of bad closing.”’? This office has, for some time 
past, been in the expectation of receiving numerous patent certificates for the claims in that district, as 
their transmission has been urged upon the officers, but the causes which have delayed their transmission 
are not known. 

In the district north of Red river, the plats of 199 townships and fractional townships have been 
received; but as, during almost the whole of the period in which the land offices were open for the 
adjustment of claims, that district formed part of the then western district, the claims were acted upon 
at Opelousas, and the patent certificates therefor are to be issued by the register at that office. The 
only report made from the land office for the district north of Red river, being that under the act of May, 
1820, embraces about seventy claims; twelve patent certificates are known to have been issued by the 
register, and eight of them have been patented. 

In the southwestern, or Opelousas land district, the plats of 147 townships and fractional townships 
are on file. 

The register had, up to the last advices on the subject, issued six hundred and twenty patent certifi- 
cates for the claims in that district, and the district north of Red river, and patents had been issued for 
four hundred and forty-nine of those cases. The patents on the other cases have not been issued, in 
consequence of the interference of the surveys with each other, the want of township plats, or the certifi- 
cates have been returned for correction or re-examination, with the exception of a few of them, upon 
which patents will be issued so soon as the other business of the office will admit. 

In conclusion, I would call your attention to the enclosed extract of a letter from the register at 
Opelousas to this office, dated 25th é@uly, 1833, as showing not only the indifference of the claimants 
respecting the issuing of patent certificates, but, also, their absolute rejection of the patents themselves, 
as long as the present fee of two dollars is demandable by the register for delivering the patents; and 
with a view to expedite the business, I am induced to recommend that the present provisions of law, 
which require the payment of fees to the register, by the claimants, for issuing patent certificates, or 
delivering the patents, be abolished, and that a reasonable compensation be made by the United States 
to the officer for the performance of those duties. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


. ELIJAN HAYWARD. 
The Hon. Levi Woopstury, Secretary of the Treasury. 


“ 
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Extract of a letler from Valentine King, register of the land office at Opelousas, Louisiana, to the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, dated 25th July, 1833. 


“Your letter of the Ist instant, with sixty-three of my patent certificates for explanation and cor- 
rection, has been received, and the subject shall receive immediate attention. 

“The immense labors which I have had to perform without any compensation, induce me to ask if I 
am bound to issue patent certificates unless the parties demand them. Hitherto I remember but four 
instances, out of more than six hundred, where any applications have been made. I have acted only on 
the plats and titles before me, and by directions from the General Land Office. 

‘Unless relief is extended to the office, I despair of ever accomplishing the final adjustment of the 
claims. I do verily believe that more labor must be performed to complete them than has been already 
performed by boards, translators, clerks, and deputies, at an expense of $40,000 paid by the government. 
] must be my own clerk and translator, amidst the intricacies of about 4,000 claims, resting upon tattered 
and badly written French and Spanish titles. For what I have already done I have not received more 
than $50, and have little prospect of ever receiving $50 more; and to make the prospect more discourag- 
ing, heavy additional duties, without fee or reward, are required under the sixth section of the act of 3d 
March, 1831, in relation to interfering titles. And, last of all, the people will not have the patents for 
pay. I sent a whole bundle to one neighborhood, and they refused, to a man, to receive them on condi- 
tion of paying the fees, and here they lie! 

“Were the register paid, as the surveyors now, as the various commissioners, &c., heretofore, a 
reasonable compensation, say from $3 to $4, on the issuing of each patent, payable by the receiver, (that 
officer being made the patent depository, as register now is,) I should be able to employ a competent 
force to bring up the business with dispatch, and with much more accuracy than can possibly be expected 
from a single officer charged with a variety of other public business. 

“T sincerely hope that these remarks may induce you to direct your efforts, which I am almost per- 
suaded cannot fail of success, to the accomplishment of some measures which may effectually meet the 
objections here* stated.” 





No. 1266. 
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ON CLAIM TO BOUNTY LAND. 





COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 18, 1834. 


Mr. Cuameers, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Hosea King, late a musician in the army of the United States, reported: 


That they have examined his case, from which it appears, that on the 23d of October, 1810, he 
enlisted in the army of the United States as a musician, for the term of five years, and that he remained 
in said service until the expiration of said term, when, on the 24th of October, 1815, he was honorably 
discharged. During which period, he had to encounter the fatigues, hardships, and perils of a war ser- 
vice. He has received all the pay and emoluments to which he was entitled under his contract of enlist- 
ment, and under the provisions of the act of Congress providing for that enlistment and service; but as 
soldiers afterwards enlisted, and who served a shorter time than himself, have received from the bounty 
of government the same and more pay, as well as bounty land, he desires that Congress will extend to 
him a like bounty. The act of Congress granting bounty lands in addition to pay, was passed the 24th 
December, 1811; and if Congress, on the apprehension of war, and for a war service, chose to extend the 
inducement to enlistment, so as to encourage an increase of the army, and did not think proper to extend 
the provisions to those who had been before that enlisted under other circumstances, the soldier who has 
received, under the laws that regulated his enlistment and services, all that was provided, has no claim 
on the justice or bounty of his county, unless he has become disabled and infirm by reason of that service, 
which is not alleged in the present case. The petitioner’s case is not a solitary one, but belongs to a class 
of cases, embracing all who enlisted before December 24, 1811. And if the land bounty should be thus 
extended, it should be by a law of Congress, embracing all that class of cases; the propriety and policy of 
which may well be questioned, and when presented, will deserve attentive consideration for its retrospec- 
tive operation in one class of cases, which would furnish precedents for like claims by officers, agents, and 
other claimants, who.might appeal to the equity and bounty of their country for a like remuneration, 
beyond the emoluments and provisions of the law under which they acted or served. 

With these views, the committee think the petitioner is not entitled to relief, and submit the follow- 
ing resolution: 
~ Resolved, That the petitioner is not entitled to relief. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ALABAMA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 22, 1834. 


Mr. Cuampers, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Henry 
Bright, reported: 


That the petitioner alleges that he is a citizen of Mobile, and claims a lot in said city, by purchase 
from persons who had been in the actual possession thereof more than ten years before the 15th of April, 
1813, and ever since that time. 

By the fourth section of the act of May, 1822, confirming the report of the register and receiver, all 
persons in the actual possession of lots, and which “had been built upon, improved, or occupied before 
the 15th of April, 1813, shall be entitled to grants therefor,” provided that no claim shall exceed seven 
thousand two hundred square feet. The petitioner alleges that, if application had been made to the 
register and receiver, there could have been no doubt of a confirmation of their title; but this was not 
done, owing to the ignorance of the claimants, then in possession, of our laws and language. 

The facts, as alleged by the petitioner, are clearly proven by witnesses certified to be respectable by 
the register of the land office at St. Stephen’s, and who further certifies that the title has been regularly 
transferred to the present claimant. 

The committee are of opinion that the claimants to said lot ought not to lose title by their omission, 
from ignorance or other cause, and report a bill for his relief. 
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STATEMENTS OF THE AMOUNT OF THE TWO AND THREE PER CENT OF THE PROCEEDS 
OF THE SALES OF THE PUBLIC LANDS IN ALABAMA YET DUE THE STATE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE DECEMBER 23, 1834. 


Treasury Department, December 23, 1834. 
Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 15th instant, directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury “to communicate to the Senate the amount of the two per cent of the proceeds of sales of pub- 
lic lands lying within the State of Alabama, reserved to be applied to the making a road or roads leading 
to the said State, under the direction of Congress; and also, if any, what amount of the three per cent of 
the said proceeds of sales of public lands, reserved to be applied to internal improvements within the 
State, be now due the State,”—I have the honor herewith to transmit to the Senate a report from the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, which gives the information called for by this resolution. 
I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Ifon. M. Van Buren, Vice-President United States and President of the Senate. 





GENERAL Lanp Orricr, December 22, 1834. 

Sir: In reply to the resolution of the Senate of the 15th instant, (which you have referred to this 
office,) in the words followmg, to wit: 

“ Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to communicate to the Senate the amount 
of the two per cent of the proceeds of sales of public lands lying within the State of Alabama, reserved 
to be applied to the making a road or roads leading to the said State, under the direction of Congress; 
and, also, if any, what amount of the three per cent of the said proceeds of sales of public lands, reserved 
to be applied to internal improvement within the State, be now due the State,”—I have the honor to 
report, : 

That two per cent on the amount of the net proceeds of the sales of public lands in the 

State of Alabama, to the end of the year 1833, was........ccsesceccccccccccccece $104,268 92 
That by the returns of the land officers of that State for the Ist, 2d and third quarters of 

Dee eT ee eee eT TTT T TTP TOTEE TOL Te TTT eee 10,487 06 





$114,755 98 








That by the returns of the land officers of that State for the Ist, 2d and 3d quarters of 
1854, not yet adjusted, there appears to be due to Alabama of the three per cent fund, 
Geer tan actu Maren S 1619, the eaten OF - ....00000 ccacccccccsvvsseccrvesesss.. $156, 130-56 





The amount due that State of the three per cent fund, under said act, up to the commencement of 1834, 
having been paid by the Treasury. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
The Honorable Levt Woopsvry, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ALABAMA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 23, 1834. 


Mr. Ciement C. Cray, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of 
Isaac Wellborn, jr., reported: 


That the petitioner represents himself the purchaser of a tract of land in Jackson county, Alabama, 
which was reserved to one Thomas Harrison, the head of an Indian family, under the treaties concluded 
between the United States and the Cherokees, in July, 1817, and February, 1819. He states that he 
purchased fairly, and for an adequate consideration, of an individual who derived title from the sole heir 
of said Thomas Harrison, who continued to reside on said reservation during his life, and died thereon. 
He asks a confirmation of his title, that he may securely enjoy his rights and the product of his labor. 
The proof which accompanies the petition establishes satisfactorily that said Harrison continued to reside 
on said reservation till his death; that he left but one child, a daughter, who married one Samuel Guntre, 
and united with him in a sale and conveyance to Edward Guntre, and that the latter sold and conveyed 
to the petitioner and his brother, William Wellborn, Authenticated copies of the deeds of conveyance, 
in both instances, accompany the petition. It also appears that the widow of Harrison is dead. By the 
terms of the treaty under which this reservation is claimed, the heads of Indian families were entitled to 
a “life estate, with a reversion (remainder) in fee simple to their children, reserving to the widow her 
dower;” but it is expressly “ provided, that if any of the heads of families, for whom reservations may be 
made, should remove therefrom, then, in that case, the right to revert to the United States.” The object 
of the petitioner is no doubt to guard against the loss of the testimony, (it being merely parol, ) by which 
he is now able to prove the continued residence and death of the reservee on the tract of land, and which 
might hereafter result in the defeat of his title. Under this view of the case, the committee believe it 
but reasonable to quict the title, by the relinquishment of the reversionary interest of the United States; 
and, for that purpose, they report a bill. 
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STATEMENTS OF THE AMOUNT OF LANDS, SOLD AND UNSOLD, IN THE STATES AND 
TERRITORIES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 27, 1834. 


TREASURY DepartmMEeNT, December 27, 1834. 
’ ’ 


Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 11th instant, directing 
the Secretary of the Treasury to report to the House— 

‘Ist. What quantity of public land has been offered at public sale in the several Territories. 

“9d, What portion remains unsold and subject to private entry in the States and Territories, respec- 
tively, and how long the same has been so subject in each. 

‘3d. What portion of the public land offered, and not sold, at auction, has since been bought at 
private sale. 

“4th, What quantity of public land has been sold, and for what sum, in each year, from the year 
1822, inclusive. 

“5th. And the number of acres in each State and Territory, the number sold in each, and the amount 
received therefor,”—I have the honor herewith to transmit a report from the Commissioner of the Gene- 
ral Land Office, which gives all the information called for, that the records of his office will enable him 
to furnish. 

It will be seen by the copy of a letter addressed to the Commissioner, hereto annexed, that he has 
been requested to obtain from the land offices the necessary information to enable him to prepare a fur- 
ther and full report, as called for by the House, as early as practicable. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Joun Bei, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





GeNeERAL Lanp Orrice, December 23, 1834. 


Sir: In reply to a resolution of the House ‘of Representatives, passed on the 11th instant, in the 
words following, to wit: 

** Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to report to this House— 

“Ist. What quantity of public land has been offered at public sale in the several States and Territories. 

“2d. What portion remains unsold and subject to private entry in the States and Territories, respec- 
tively, and how long the same has been so subject in each, 
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“3d. What portion of the public land offered, and not sold, at auction, has since been bought at 
private sale. 

“4th. What quantity of public land has been sold, and for what sum, in each year, from the year 
1822, inclusive. 

“5th. And the number of acres in each State and Territory, the number sold in each, and the amount 
received therefor,” and which has been referred to this office—I have the honor to submit the accompa- 
nying tables, marked A, B, and C. 

That portion of the second clause of the resolution requiring to know how long the unsold land has 
been in market, in each State and Territory, cannot be satisfactorily answered. Under a call for similar 
information, by resolution of the House of Representatives, passed 3d January, 1833, information was 
furnished which had been collated from the district land offices, which affords the best idea the nature of 
that call would admit of, of the length of time the unsold lands had been in market, to the date there 
given. 
I regret that at this time it is not in the power of the office to do other than refer to the information 
furnished in obedience to the former call, and which forms table B, herewith transmitted. 

In reference to the third clause of the resolution, requiring to know ‘what portion of the public 
land offered, and not sold, at auction, has since been bought at private sale,” I have to remark that there 
are no means of coming at the desired information without a resort to the district land offices, which 
could not be done, and the information obtained, in time for the action of the present Congress. 

The land office returns of sales have always been rendered for monthly periods, (and where the term 
of duration of a sale is divided between two months, the report of proceedings thereunder forms part of 
the returns for these months,) and they seldom, if ever, discriminate between the auction sales and 
private entries of land, except by the price, in those cases where the auction sale exceeds the minimum 
rate per acre, 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAN HAYWARD. 

Hon, Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


| Estimated super- Quantity of public Quantity of public | Quantity of public |; Amount paid by 
| ficial contents land offered for, land remaining | land sold to the purchasers of 





State or Territory. 


in acres of each } 


State and Ter- 


sale to 30th | 
Sept., 1834. 


unsold and sub- 


ject to private | 


30th Sept., 1834. 


public land to 
30th Septem- 





ritory. | entry on 30th ber, 1834. 
| Sept., 1834. 





' 





4,584,752.92 | 10,118,410.18 $18,882,623 47 


Wb Kccerexcscddccosccactbsondeese| S088 Me | Daven tena | 

Indiana ....0+sscccsccosccccescees| 22,032,469 | 17,258,284.49 | 9,872,313.24 |  7,385,971.25 9,510,193 11 
Illinois ..4.++seeeeescesereseeoees| 32,321,947 | 18,789,515.45 | 15,801,428.39 | 2,988,087.06 3,771,787 4 

Ce errr rey Me | 18,346,734.98 | 15,772,156.98 | 2,574, 578.05 3,733,565 82 
Alabama .vececseecccecceesceecece! 32,174,640 23,454,018.04 | 17,840,473.60 | 5,613, 544.44 10,795,484 45 
Mississippi..+++scccecescessececece| 27,487,200 | 15,450,330.29 | 12,110,206.23 | 3,340, 124.06 4,855,121 58 
Louisiana. ..+s00seseeeseeeeeee eee! 31,463,040 | 6,450,942.05 | 5, 886,185.03 | 564,757.02 907,713 26 
Michigan ..++e+sseeeeeseeeeeeeees) 24,209,567 | 11, 173,629.15 | 9,173,397.07 | — 2,000,232.08 2,562,923 77 
DD scincdan carssvines caves» 37,555,200 12,652,749.91 12,475,483.05 | 177,266.86 221,727 46 
DA kcdsve Send scccssiccncceses| SES, 0 5,487, 658.38 5,035,673.98 | 451,984.40 606,075 94 


| 





108.552,070.44 35,214,955.40 | *$55,847,216 29 


} 


| 
Wild cskcintccccssceesconccs| O06,6TR;740 | 148, 907,000.01 
| | 





| 
| 
| 
Ss 
| 








* This sum includes the following items, viz: 
Certificates of public debt and army land warrants...+++ cseseeccceee cencccce neces neeeeseseeteeeeseeeessceseeres $984,189 91 
Forfeited land stock and military land scrip.....+cscceeccessecccccecrescccccsscccscecesececccssccscscssecesecss 1,643,362 78 
Mississippi Stock ..sseecseecsecetscccccereese cece aces vescsssecssseses scores essssssesssecsssseccsecsvesssesess 2,448,789 44 
257,660 73 


United States stock SHSHS SHS HHES SHES HHEH SHEET HHHH SHER SHES SHEE EHEE HEHE EHHHHHEHETEH HEHEHE HEHEHE EHH SEHOH SESE HHSE SESE 





$5,334,002 86 


ELIJAH HAYWARD. 








GENERAL Lanp OFrFice, December 23, 1834. 













































—a 


LANDS IN THE STATES AND TERRITORIES. 








B. 


Table exhibiting the aggregate quantity of public land remaining unsold and subject to private entry in the 
several States and Territories on the 31st December, 1831, showing as nearly as practicable the quantity 
remaining unsold at said date, which has been in market since the operation of the cash system, and also the 
quantity remaining unsold at said date, which was in market prior to the operation of the cash system. 





State or Territory. 


Qhids sc ccccccscecee 


Indiana vecseeccvees 
Tilinois .ccccccccece 


Missouri .+++ ee. 


Mississippi ....+eeeee 
Alabama .cccees cece 


Louisiana ..-eeee eee 
Michigan ....+++ see 
Arkansas ..+e+e- ates 
Florida ..+++.e.. 


MPOUG 00:06 0500.6: 


Quantity of pul 


lic land sub- 


ject to priva 


entry Decem- 
ber 31, 1831. | 


)- Quantity in mar- | Quantity in mar- 


te! operation of | 
the cash sys- , 
tem in 1820. | 


operation of the 
cash system in | 


ket since the, ket prior to the 


1820. 


{ 
| 








, Remarks respecting the lands which were in market prior 


to the operation of the cash system. 





2,174,478 | Nearly all in market for twenty years; the greater por- 








| The earliest sales in 1818; heavy sales occurred, however, 
subsequently under the credit system; average period 


From twelve to twenty-two years; average period may 





GENERAL LAND OFFIce, January 22, 1833. 


A true copy from the original. 
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ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


Statement showing the quantity of public land sold, and for what sum, in each year, from 





clusive, to the 30th September, 1834. 





5,631,801 | 3,457,323 
| | tion from twenty-five to thirty years. 
10,471,586 5,924,780 | 4,546,806 | Nearly all in market from fifteen to twenty years. 
15,302, 239 11,101,697 4,200,542 | Nearly all in market for fifteen years and upwards. 
16,126,731 13,148,122 | 2,978,609 
{ | 
| about twelve years. 
9,778,362 5,242,126 4,536,236 | From twelve to twenty years. 
17,992,339 11,820, 536 6,171,803 | 
| | be said to be fifteen years. 
6,107,188 | 4,925,757 | 1,181,431 | About thirteen years. 
8,059,428 | 7,234,763 | 824,665 | About thirteen years. 
9,875,041 | 9,875,041 | 
5,063,040 | 5,063,040 | | 
| | 
| | | 
104,407,755 | 77,793,185 | 26,614,570 | 
| | | 
December 23, 1834. 
C 


the year 1822, in- 












































State or Territory. 1822. 1823. | 1824. 
l l * | 
| Acres. Actes. | Acres. 
Ohio rer erie oe .| 185,181.39 | $235,648 11 124,735.32 $155,919 18 | 166,752.01 $209,996 08 
Indiana ..... dieieeiseueee | 252,982.34 | 329,066 71 165,046.69 211,157 27 | 154,558.51 187,508 05 
Jllinois .ccccccccce | 27,763.84 35,066 66 60,534.77 | 75,797 21 | 43,987.97 55,119 46 
Missouri ..ccccccecccees | 32,163.70 | 40,432 78 80,958.57 104,961 3- 86,785.12 110,815 28 
Alabama ...-- . or" 161,638.04 202,011 51 153,502.93 214,729 94 131,185.96 179,526 05 
Mississippi ....+++ sees: | 10,147.06 12,683 74 31,016.24 40,577 55 81,201.74 104,374 19 
Lousiana ccoecseecesess | 90,829.76 113,555 21 1,225.67 1,528 32 3,627.26 4,534 06 
Michigan iseuxenudeuel 17,359.38 | 25,718 94 34,017.77 42,612 71 78,246.68 98,205 58 
Arkansas .eeeeee ° soeeee| 23,160.67 | 29,084 17 2,281.56 2,852 74 2,977.79 3,722 28 
Florida ...+++ ee. aravererolee PR Scoccccco ome BEE con cose aie Ne paraaveteraletons vin anes eee ee Seawadacce ccaddowaes 
| Se ene eee be 
Grand total .... a 801,226.18 $1,023,267 83 653,319.52 $850,136 26 | 749,323.04 $953,799 03 
C.—Statement—Continued. 
State or Territory. 1825. 1826. | 1827. 
1 
| Acres. Acres. | | Acres. 
Ohio ccocecccccccecccece | 141,932.61 | $175,847 86 133,789.02 | $168,408 37 | 151,003.31 $192,122 28 
DOES gcsiriconusovix 162,270.71 | 210,248 25 | 200,190.72 250,238 20 209,691.21 | 263,065 62 
TAINS «10:66 6s cccecsee °| 45,804.28 57,784 80 81,083.73 102.859 76 58,605.07 | 73,194 64 
a a 85,807.99 | 107,301 00 58,517.03 | 73,198 89 | 155,070.53 199,114 08 
Alabama .......eeeee++| 200,917.53 | 305,598 66 147,716.00 | 228,230 49 | 98,078.94 123,557 31 
Mississippi.....eeseeees 86,565.30 | 112,337 24 82,422.37 | 104,766 86 | 60,749.51 77,168 21 
LMM s0sc000000000 560.07 | 708 00 19,184.87 | 24,448 25 | 6,475.45 142,545 29 
Michigan ...2.sceeseees| 106,752.63 134,945 84 59,361.96 | 94,195 77 | 42,410.05 53,085 47 
Arkansas .cceccee- coves | 7,794.50 9,743 09 13,352.20 16,690 23 | 4,055.98 5,069 98 
Florida .ccccccccccccers| 55,056.07 90,553 63 52,464.36 | 65,580 45 | 140,587.71 189,182 48 
| | 
Grand total suet 893,461.69 | $1,205,068 37 848,082.26 | $1,128,617 27 | 926,727.76 | $1,318,105 36 
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C.—-Statement—Continued. 






























































State or Territory. | 1828. 1829. * 1830. 
| -_ ———————_—————————___—.. 
| Acres. Acres. Acres. 
Ohio Kabteieeteneedesn| 165,793.37 $207,091 51 176,216.40 $232,175 20 156,392.70 $195,501 78 
Indiana ...secceesscees 250,812.81 313,517 45 346,527.51 435,471 32 476,351.85 598,115 55 
Illinois ....- oC eccecvescce | 96,092.91 120,142 14 196,245.73 245,415 64 316,451.71 395,678 34 
Missouri 2.00 ccce cccceee| 147,148.12 183,988 69 152,545.64 190,614 04 214,917.44 269,138 26 
Alabama...ccccesceeees | 167,812.64 224,300 16 120,201.10 149,979 89 373,203.73 477,346 06 
Mississippi ..... eee eee 68,700.36 85,759 65 98,285.31 123,423 54 108,439.67 135,689 06 
Louisiana .....66. poses 4,126.03 5,157 73 31,020.37 39,184 72 74,647.70 95,602 68 
Michigan ...eseeeseeee 26,895.79. 33,475 91 67,860.26 | 84,940 06 147,061.55 183,912 04 
Arkansas .ececscescoces 3,035.46 3,794 32 2,681.20 3,351 36 2,648.95 3,311 19 
Florida ..cesccevee ee Pe 35,182.37 44,130 43 53,276.49 68,207 77 59,618.49 79,137 98 
| |_____ 
Grand total ...+...- 965,600.36 $1,221,357 99 1,244,860.01 | $1,572,863 54 1,929, 733.79 $2,433,432 94 
{ 
C.—Statement—Continued. 
State or Territory 1831 1832. 1833. 
l 
Acres. | Acres. | Acres. 
ON eee eee dicess 335,392.64 $424,989 40 412,714.61 | $541,275 05 551,153.59 $692,426 09 
Indiana .cccecccccceces 554,436.78 | 694,863 31 546,844.24 684,209 69 554,681.78 693,522 40 
Illinois ...+.-. oevenccse 539,411.44 424,846 36 227,375.91 | 284,936 17 360,240.51 450,242 70 
Missouri ...-+.-- peseene 296,467.94 374,086 09 251,290.09 | 313,141 12 226,285.68 296,522 58 
Alabama .csccceeecsees 661,832.08 893,995 54 412,682.79 522,337 64 451,319.73 565,818 90 
Mississippi .-++eseeeees 160,798.14 | 204,675 68 261,313.67 326,578 90 1,121,494.97 531,390 31 
Louisiana .cccccccccce ° 67,384.28 | 85,865 58 78,453.48 | 98,280 29 89,441.18 111,809 34 
Michigan ...-.+eeseeeee 320,476.90 401,342 67 252,211.44 | 320,284 83 447,780.17 563,264 92 
Arkamsas cocecscesccses 13,577.33 | 16,721 77 10,179.47 | 12,724 33 41,859.43 | 52,324 42 
Florida ..cccccecces eee 28,279.35 35,637 36 9,286.46 | 11,608 07 11,970.52 | 14,963 18 
Grand total ..-+...-} 2,777,856.88 $3,557,023 76 | 2,462,342.16 | $3,115,376 09 3,856, 227.56 | $4,972,284 84 





( 





C.—Statement—Continued. 








State or Territory. 


To 30th September, 1834. 


Total for each 
| 


State and Territory. 





| 














Dhi0 ccc ccscce coccee ccvcce voeces voces ceeeae Seep aeeees 
Indiana ccsccccccses of peeee “ ioeebeee es pseseeenee 
eS ee ee re te cseueneen cae em ee Se 
Missouri ..20cccescces echoes bes Shee Eee bENSS* be ewbeses 
Alabama ...-ccee eshabes are he Sy A GeRPeaGeeeses 
Mississippi «.++++ eeeeeeeevees ee 
Louisiana .occcccccccccccccccesccccccsescceccce ee 
Michigan ..... Te Se Te Peery 
Arkansas .ccce cece sccccecccces pavbeeeo sess bes¥ aves oan ces 
BURA oo sek ones nsdees es oss be0e been enh ene ee Hy 
| 

Nepean SG cbes ses rub bese sekhcbe eb eeaneseeessess | 





Acres. Acres, 
347,804.30 $434,758 08 3,048,861.27 $3,866,158 99 
427,735.74 534,669 81 4,302,130.89 5,405,753 63 
222,458.19 278,145 19 2,076,056.06 2,599,228 98 
141,439.30 177,042 42 1,929,387.15 2,440,354 57 
414,070.73 546,032 48 | 3,494,162.20 4,633,464 63 
361,026.85 451,342 34 2,532,161.19 3,310,767 27 
53,108.31 67,985 14 520,084.43 791,204 61 
351,951.32 439,949 90 1,952,385.90 2,475,934 64 
47,227.57 59,0384 44 174,632.11 218,424 32 
6,109.04 7,636 30 451,831.36 606,637 65 

| hig 

2,372,931.35 | $2,996,596 01 | 20,481, 692.56 $26,347,929 29 





GENERAL LAND Orrice, December 23, 1834. 


early as possible. 


I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 


E. Haywarp, 


Esq,., 





ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


Treasctry Department, December 26, 1834. 
Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 23d instant, under the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 11th instant. 
to-morrow, and I request that you will take the necessary steps to procure the information from the 
several land offices, to enable you to make a further and full report, as called for by the resolution, as 


Jommissioner of the General Land Office. 


It is my intention to transmit this report to the House 
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ON A CLAIM FOR SCRIP FOR A VIRGINIA MILITARY BOUNTY LAND WARRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 29, 1834. 


Mr. May, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of 
Francis Jarvis, reported: 


That they are entitled to a land warrant numbered six thousand three hundred and forty-five, for one 
hundred acres of land, and was located in the Virginia military district in Ohio. It was afterwards 
ascertained that it was located upon land already appropriated; that the applicants took the warrant and 
filed it with the Commissioner of the General Land Office, claiming scrip under the act of Congress of the 
30th May, 1830, and the same was not acted on until after the act of Congress of the 31st day of March, 
1832; land scrip was then refused, and the petitioner asks for scrip in place of his warrant. 

The act of Congress of the 10th of August, 1790, authorized the location of the Virginia military land 
warrants between the rivers Scioto and Miami, (L. L., p. 408,) and the act of the 9th of July, 1794, 
authorized the holders of such warrants to have them located and surveyed, and to get patents for the 
lands from the War Department. The act of the 20th of May, 1826, authorized the obtaining of the war- 
rants at any time before the Ist of June, 1829, and until the first of June, 1832, for their location, and 
until the Ist of June, 1833, for obtaining their patents; and it made further provision that “no holder of 
any warrant which has been, or may be, located, shall be permitted to withdraw or remove the same, and 
locate it on any other land, except in two cases’”’—in case of an “eviction” by judgment of a court, or 
unless ‘found to interfere with a prior location and survey;” and authorizing their relocation upon any 
unappropriated lands on the east of Ludlow’s line, in said district. At what time the entry or location 
of the present militery warrant was made, does not appear to the committee; it is probable it was made 
before the passage of the law of 1826, above referred to, and the claimants, in that event, would have 
been entitled to relocate the same in the military district, as above stated, without the interposition of 
Congress. 

On the 30th of May, 1830, Congress passed another law, providing for the officers and soldiers of the 
Virginia line during the revolutionary war who were entitled to military land bounty, by which they, or 
their assigns, are authorized to surrender ‘to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States such of 
their warrants for the said land bounties as shall remain unsatisfied, in whole or in part, and to receive 
certificates of scrip for the same, at any time before the Ist of January, 1835,” and directing the Secretary 
to require the production of the certificates of the “register of the land office in Kentucky and the certificate 
of the surveyor of the military lands of the Virginia line,” that the warrants had not been located, surveyed, 
or patented, in Kentucky, attested by the seal of his office. 

It seems that a construction was given to this law, at the Land Office, by which those claimants who 
had located their warrants between the Miami and Scioto rivers might surrender them, and obtain scrip, 
under the preceding act; the precise construction put upon this law at the Land Office is not known to 
the committee. On the 30th of March, 1832, Congress passed another law, explanatory of the law of 1830, 
in which it is expressly said that the act of 1830 ‘‘shall not be construed to extend to any land warrants 
heretofore issued, which have been located, surveyed, or patented, on the lands reserved and set apart for 
the satisfaction of military bounty lands due to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line, upon the 
Continental establishment, or for the satisfaction of the officers and soldiers of the Continental army,” and 
re-enacting the law of 1826, for their benefit, for seven years. The present applicants claimed scrip under 
the act of 1830, and were prevented from obtaining the same by the passage of the law of 1832; and the 
question now presented to the committee is, whether the applicants are within the provisions of the act 
of 1830, and entitled to scrip, or whether it is the duty of Congress to make any other provision for the 
claimants than what is given by the act of 1826, re-enacted by the law of 1832. 

The committee is of opmion that the law of 1830 was intended to apply to that class of claimants 
who had not ‘ocated”’ or “surveyed” their claims, or had them ‘‘patented,’”’ and that the present appli- 
cants, having had their claim located in the military district in Ohio, are not provided for by the act of 
1830; but, if the land located by them has been lost, either by an eviction, or having been located on an 
older and better claim, that their remedy is under the act of 1826, and needs no further legislation on the 
part of Congress. 

It is urged, on the part of the applicants, that, as their warrant has been located on land which had 
been appropriated by law before their location was made, that they ought to be considered in the same 
licht as other claimants who had not located their claims, and entitled to the benefit of the act of 1830. 
It is a sufficient answer to this argument, that the Jaw of 1830 was not intended to apply to that class of 
claimants, and the committee is not of opinion that the provisions of the act of 1830 should be extended; 
and, so far from extending the provisions of the act of 1830, the committee is of opinion that justice to 
the government requires that it should be restricted, if not repealed altogether. If the government once 
yields to the principle that the claimants of warrants which have been located, surveyed, or patented, 
may be removed and located on other portions of the public domain, on account of the land being lost, 
either from interference with older and better titles, or an inability to identify the land claimed, there is 
no knowing to what extent the government may hereafter be rendered liable for claims heretofore believed 
to have been satisfied, or how much injustice may be done to the government by the adoption of such a 
principle. The government provides public lands for the payment of such claims, and it is the duty of 
individuals to select for themselves; and if, in discharging this duty to themselves, they are so negligent 
as to select lands already appropriated, or to permit other and better titles to be acquired to the same 
land, by their inattention, negligence, or any other cause, it is believed that the government does enough 
for the applicants by permitting a removal of such claims to other unappropriated land in the same dis- 
trict which was set apart for the satisfaction of such claims, without extending to them the privilege of 
relocating their claims upon any of the public lands in the United States—or, in other words, paying to 
the holders the present minimum price of the United States lands. 

It is believed there is yet remaining unsold a considerable quantity of land in the military district in 
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Ohio, which is subject to the satisfaction of the claim of the present applicants; and, if it be a sufficient 
reason for allowing the location of said warrants on other public lands out of said district, that the 
remaining land in said district is not good, the same principle would extend to those who have been go 
unfortunate as to have had their claims located on bad land, whether claims for revolutionary services 
or for services in the late war. we 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ILLINOIS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 29, 1834, 


Mr. May, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of 
James Latham, deceased, reported: 


That it appears to your committee that James Latham did, during his lifetime, to wit, on the 26th 
day of November, 1826, purchase from the United States, at the land office in Springfield, Hlinois, by 
virtue of a Vincennes pre-emption floating claim, the northeast fractional quarter of section No. 9, in 
township No. 8 north, of range No. 8 east, of the 4th principal meridian, and received from the register 
of the land office a certificate of purchase for the same; that, sometime thereafter, the said James Latham 
died, by which the management of his estate devolved upon Richard Latham and Philip C, Latham, heirs 
of said James Latham, who made frequent application to the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
receive a patent for the land thus purchased. But the county commissioners of Peoria county having also 
made application to purchase the land in question, under the provisions of an act of Congress of 26th 
May, 1824, the Commissioner of the General Land Office refused a patent to the heirs of Latham, and 
thus the matter rested till Congress, at their last session, passed an act authorizing the county commis- 
sionors of Peoria county to purchase the land, subject to the claim of the heirs of James Latham; and 
that, in pursuance of the act aforesaid, the county commissioners purchased the land, and the heirs of 
Latham now ask the privilege of surrendering the land located by him, and that they be permitted to 
locate any quantity of land, not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres, in lieu thereof, upon any of the 
public lands of the United States not otherwise appropriated, and lying within the limits of the State 
of Illinois. 

The following considerations induce the committee to regard the petition in a favorable light: 

The land officers, acting as the general agents of the government in the sale of the public lands, per- 
mitted the purchase of the tract in question to be made by James Latham, deceased. It is a well settled 
principle in civil jurisprudence, that the principal is bound by the acts of his agent, where the agent acts 
within the general scope of his authority. In the instance before us, such autliority clearly existed; the 
land officers being the general agents of the government to dispose of the public domain, with no other 
restriction than that of being forbidden to sell any lands at a less price than $1.25 per acre. If this posi- 
tion be maintained, the committee cannot perceive any right in the legislative department of the govern- 
ment to pass a law authorizing the sale of the same land, under any circumstances whatever. But, 
waiving all argument on this point, the committee are of opinion that considerations of justice and equity 
require that the prayer of the petitioners should be complied with, especially when it is considered that 
the land entered by James Latham, deceased, as before stated, embraces the present town of Peoria, and 
is immensely valuable; which tract, by reason of the conflicting claim aforesaid, his heirs are now desir- 


ous to relinquish. Your committee, therefore, ask leave to report a bill for the relief of the petitioners. 
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IN FAVOR OF CREATING THE OFFICE OF SURVEYOR GENERAL FOR THE STATE OF 
ILLINOIS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES DECEMBER 30, 1834. 


Mr. Casey, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred a resolution directing them 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing a surveyor general’s office for the State of Illinois, 
reported: 


That the subject-matter of inquiry embraced in the resolution has occupied the careful attention of 
your committee; and from an examination of the letter of the surveyor general at St. Louis, dated 12th 
November, 1832, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, as well as from satisfactory information 
derived from other sources, your committee are of the opinion that the interests of the United States, no 
less than the interests of Illinois, require the establishment of a separate surveyor general’s office for 
that State. 

Your committee are fully satisfied that the business of the present surveyor gencral’s office for the 
States of Illinois and Missouri has, for many years, been rapidly accumulating, and that, from a variety 
of causes, it must continue to do so for many years to come. It is apparent to your committee that the 
sales of the public lands have been greatly retarded in Illinois from the want of the township plats, which 
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could not, in many instances, be furnished by the surveyor general to the different land offices; and, for 
the same cause, a large portion of the settlers on the public lands have been unable to avail themselves 
of the beneficial provisions of the different laws granting to them the right of pre-emption. It is also 
represented that the original field notes are fast decaying; and the surveyor general, in his letter to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, above referred to, says, ‘it is recommended that the whole be 
recorded with as little delay as practicable, for many of the notes of the old surveys are in a perishable 
condition, being, in numerous instances, nearly illegible, on account of the indifference of the’ ink and 
paper, which are decaying with evident rapidity, and, if much longer delayed, will be a serious loss to 
the public.” After summing up all the estimates, the surveyor general says that “it will require thirty- 
six clerks to bring up the arrears of the office two years, allowing three hundred working days to the 
year.” 
From these facts, it would seem that, if the interest of the general government were alone consulted, 
the propriety of creating an additional surveyor general’s office for the State of Illinois would cease to 
be a matter of doubt. But considerations of equity and justice to a sister State, laboring already under 
many impediments, by reason of the large quantity of public lands lying within her limits, and owned 
by the general government, impel your committee to regard, in a favorable light, any proposition having 
for its object the speedy extinguishment of the title of the government to the lands in question, 

Regarding it as a sacred duty on the part of the government to afford every facility and convenience 
to its citizens, not incompatible with the general welfare, your committee indulge the hope that the office 
proposed to be established will meet with no serious opposition. Without a surveyor general’s office, 
the citizens of Hlinois must be subject to great expense and inconvenience in traveling beyond the limits 
of their own State, to procure from the office copies of records and other documentary evidence, either 
to enable them to defend their titles to the lands they hold, or to cause accurate surveys of their lines 
and boundaries to be run and marked. From these considerations, together with the information con- 
tained in a letter addressed to the committee by the Hon. Wm. L. May, and intended to form a part of 
this report, your committee are induced to report a bill, 





Wasuineton, December 25, 1834. 
To the honorable Chairman, and members of the Committee on the Public Lands: 

GENTLEMEN: By a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed a few days since, your attention 
has been called to the subject of the establishment of a surveyor general’s office in the State of Illinois; 
and, as one of the representatives of the State, knowing, to some extent, the wants of her citizens, and 
the great necessity that exists for the establishment of such an office, your honorable committee will not, 
1 trust, deem it an act of supererogation on my part, if I suggest some facts in relation to the proposed 
inquiry. 

The western States have long indulged the hope that the liberal and salutary suggestions contained 
in the different messages of our present Chicf Magistrate, in relation to the future disposition of the 
public domain, would have received the sanction of Congress, and that the time would at length come 
when the public lands would cease to be regarded as a source of revenue, and that a more liberal and 
enlightened policy than the one hitherto pursued would have characterized the conduct of the represen- 
tatives of the nation. The injurious effect of this course of policy,on the part of the federal government 
towards the new States is too palpable to have escaped observation, and need not now be insisted upon. 
Whatever course, then, Congress may ultimately adopt in relation to a question of so much interest, and 
particularly to the new States, all will admit that the true policy of the general government, as well as 
the interest of the States, requires that every facility for the sale of those lands, by which an increase 
of revenue would flow into the Treasury, should be afforded. And when it is considered that the whole 
of the State revenue of Illinois is derived from the land tax, and that it is, at present, entirely insufficient 
to defray the ordinary expenses of the government, the propriety of a speedy extinguishment of the title 
of the government to the lands lying within the limits of the State, in order that those lands may be 
subject to taxation, must at once be perceived, and readily admitted. It cannot well be imagined that 
there exists a disposition, on the part of any of the older members of the confederacy, to pursue a course 
of policy calculated to retard the growth of the younger States, or withhold from the enterprising citi- 
zens who are crowding to the west, and particularly to Illinois, the means of securing to themselves and 
their families comfortable homes upon which they may sit down after their toils, and enjoy the fruits of 
their industry. 

And yet, if Congress refuse to establish the office proposed, it will have the effect to check emigra- 
tion, and virtually to deprive many citizens of the opportunity of purchasing the soil upon which they 
may be disposed to settle. For it is in vain to establish land offices for the sale of the public lands unless 
the public surveys can be made, and the township plats furnished. By referring to the report of the 
surveyor general for Illinois and Missouri, it will be perceived that an incredible number of township 
plats remains to be furnished for Illinois, besides a large amount of other descriptions of labor remaining 
to be performed, and requiring many years for its completion. 

I am well assured that although the land office at Quincy, Illinois, has been established almost four 
years, yet has there been no sale of public lands, for the want of the township plats, which could not be 
furnished by the surveyor general; and most of the land offices in the State are, more or less, deficient 
in this respect. 

It is also hoped that the committee will conceive something to be due to the convenience of so large 
a portion of the people who are now compelled to leave their own State to obtain from the surveyor 
general’s office in Missouri any authenticated record, or copy of a survey, which they may have occasion 
to use; and should our land titles ever become litigated, (a thing highly probable,) the inconvenience to 
which the citizens of Illinois would be subjected in procuring records, &c. would be incalculably great. 

The committee, it is hoped, will also bear in mind that in almost all the States and Territories in 
which the public lands are situated, an office of surveyor general has been established; and I cannot 
persuade myself that the claims of Illinois will meet with less courtesy or consideration from the com- 
mittee or from Congress. 
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With these imperfect and hasty suggestions, which fall far short of all the arguments which might be 
advanced, allow me to hope that a bill creating the office aforesaid will be reported and sustained by 








you. 
With sentiments of great respect, I remain, gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM L. MAY. 
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RELATIVE TO CLAIMS FOR SCRIP FOR VIRGINIA NAVY AND MILITARY BOUNTY LAND 
WARRANTS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 2, 1835. 


Treasury Department, January 1, 1835. 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the Senate, dated the 23d ultimo, requesting the Secretary of the 
Treasury ‘to transmit to the Senate, as early as may be practicable, the number and the amount of navy 
and military Virginia revolutionary land warrants now on file for scrip in the General Land Office, not 
heretofore communicated, the names of the individuals who performed the service, and, also, the names 
of the persons or agents who filed the warrants, or are interested in the same; also, that the Secretary of 
the Treasury be further requested to inform the Senate of the amount of suspended navy and military 
Virginia revolutionary bounty land scrip now lying in the General Land Office, the names of the indivi- 
duals who performed the service, and the names of the persons or agents now claiming: scrip, and the 
reasons for suspending the delivery of the same,’”’—I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, to whom the said resolution was referred, which gives the 
information required. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Tion. M. Van Buren, Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 





GENERAL Lanp Orrice, December 31, 1834. 

Sir: In compliance with the following resolutions of the Senate, dated the 23d instant, viz: ‘ Resolved, 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested to transmit to the Senate, as early as may be practicable, 
the number and the amount of navy and Virginia revolutionary land warrants now on file for serip in the 
General Land Office, not heretofore communicated, the names of the individuals who performed the 
service, and, also, the names of the persons or agents who filed the warrants or are interested in the 
same; also, that the Secretary of the Treasury be further requested to inform the Senate of the 
amount of suspended navy and military Virginia revolutionary bounty land scrip now lying in the Gene- 
ral Land Office, the names of the individuals who performed the service, and the names of the persons 
or agents now claiming scrip, and the reasons for suspending the delivery of the same,’’—I have the honor 
to submit two statements containing the information required. 

The statement A contains the number and amount in warrants surrendered, since the 15th ultimo 
to this day, being 36,220 acres. 

The statement B contains the amount of suspended scrip on Virginia military warrants, being 12,5384 
acres, and the reasons thereof. 

With great respect, sir, your obedient servant, 





WwW 


ELIJAI WAYWARD. 
ITon. Levi Woopsvry, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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List showing the number of the warrants surrendered since the 1 
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Sth of November last, for scrip, (in anticipa- 


tion of an appropriation,) for military services performed in the Virginia line and navy, and Continental 
armu, the quantity of land in each, to whom issued, the rank of the officer or soldier, the line in which he 
served, and the name of the person who surrendered the same, 


No. of 


warrant. 


8,047 
8,048 
8,049 
8,050 
8,051 
7,768 
8,046 
8,051 
7,726 
4,084 
8,060 
3,756 
8,066 
8,065 
8,064 
8,038 
8,039 
8,040 
8,041 
8,042 
8,081 
8,056 
8,059 
8,055 
8,054 
8,085 
8,086 
8,087 
4,067 
8,035 
8,034 
1,193 
8,090 
8,089 


Quantity. 


2, 6665 
200 
100 
100 

2,6662 
200 

2, 6662 
6663 

4,000 

2, 6663 
100 
100 

4,000 
100 
100 
444 
444 
444 
444 
444 
6663 
100 

2,6662 
100 
100 


1,333! 
1,333) | 


2, 6662 
200 
200 
100 
200 

2,000 

2,000 


36,220 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


To whom issued. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


tank of the warrantee, and the line in which 


| Continental line. 


Thomas Norris, heir of....e..+e- | 
Anthony Morrison, heir of ...... | 


Spencer Hinton, devisee of...... 
Elijah Weaver, heirs of......... 


John Wilson, heirs of «22. eeeee5! 


Henry Blakenship....... coceees 
Francis Reed, heirs of ..,...... | 
William Stott, heir of..... uate 





William Jennings, heirs of.... - 
John Yates..ceeeeoee Srey | 
LOW Brown. +s. cccscccsccceccce| 
John Robertaon....cccccccccces 


Edward Herndon.....++ RAP 
Ayres Darby, heir of .........6. 
Thomas Burd, heir of ....-..e.- | 


William Helm. ......- se eeeees! 


do oc recee AC CUCORE IG 
GO sissies paleateata ld 
do aratalewnteleloe eralateieve at 
do TC 


eeeeeeceoe 


John Lyon ...+-e- 





Cader Rabey, heir of....-- 
John Barns, heir of «+666. | 
James Melton, heir of...+....-- | 
Charles Broadfield.....- | 
Richard Mitchell, heirs of ...... | 

do do wajewe 
Joseph Christian, heirs of....-++ 


eS eeeeeces 
| 


James Smith .... 
John Smith, heirs of..... eee. 
Richard Dun, heirs of......e+.- 
Benj. Whayne, heir of.........+ 
Wm. Chowning, heirs of........ 

do do 


eeee seen eeseee 


ereeeces 


weet eees 


ere ee reeeee 
e e ee eee 
Private .....00 
Captain ....... 
aeieelaelaieiele eae 
. ee . cee . 


eee reer eeesee 
eee eseesee sees 
er eeeee 


Licutenant.... 


Private ....ee- 


Ge" cmeeses 


eee eese eceeesee 


Lieutenant.... 


Corporal .....- 


Private .....ee} 
do oseeeee| 
QO) dierewiesol 


Total quantity filed since 15th November last. 
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he served. 


State line. 


State navy. 


Perec erro sese 


Captain..... 
Lieutenant.. 


Private ..... 


. eeecees oe 
eeeoe . oe 
. eeeee . 
. . eee 

. eee . 
Cree secre sees 


Surg. mate.. 
Private ..... 


Captain...,. 


eeeesere eens 


Seaman..... 
G0 cedes 
GG canea 


Midshipman. 


Midshipman. 
Lieutenant.. 


Coeeeee . 
eeeeeee eeeee 
. . eeee 


er ee eres eres 
ee ee 


Seaman..... 


do wees 
‘ aay . 
eves ecebre 


Cee eee ey 


were cece eoee 


@reeerereses 


Midshipman. 


sees ereereces 


eeseeesreeeee 


@eeeceserens 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Name of the person who 
surrendered the warrant. 


J. A. Carter. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
H. B. Ely. 
Jobn Borum. 


Joseph Selden. 


Henry Morfit. 


Hon. T. Bouldin. 


Il. Boyd. 

J. G. Mosby. 

Vesp. Ellis. 
do 


do 


John G. Mosby. 


R. D. Webb. 
do 
do 
do 


William Selden. 


do 
do 
J.G. Mosby. 


Robert Bagley. 


do 

do 
Jos. Segar. 

do 


ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
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540 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1277. 


No. 1275. [2p Session, 


—) 


23D Concress, | 
ON CLAIM TO LAND IN WEST FLORIDA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 2, 1855. 


Mr. Porrer, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of 
Millan de la Carrera, reported: 


The petitioners state that, in the year 1809, the intendant general of West Florida made a grant to 
their ancestor for 798 arpens of land, situated within the district of Pensacola. 

That this ancestor, who held a commission under the Spanish government, removed from Florida to 
Pensacola about the time the territory was taken possession by the United States, and soon after died, 

That his executrix forwarded the grant to an agent in Pensacola, to be presented to the commissioners 
of West Florida, which they supposed was done, and the grant confirmed, as all others of a similar nature 
were; but, on the death of their agent, it was discovered that the business entrusted to him had been 
neglected, and that the grant had not been presented to the commissioners. On these facts they pray an 
act to confirm their title. 

Accompanying the petition is the original grant. It is complete in itself, and carries with it internal 
evidence of being genuine. 

And, in addition, there is the testimony of witnesses, that it was within their knowledge the grant 
issued to Carrera; and that, for several years preceding and following the date of the grant, he had a 
saw mill erected on the premises. 

The case presents no difficulty in reg 
the parties within the laws passed in relation to titles to land in Florida. 
opinion that the prayer of the petitioner should be granted; and they report a bill accordingly. 


ard to the facts on which relief is demanded; and the facts bring 
The committee are of the 


23p Concress. | No. 1276. [2p Session, 


IN FAVOR OF A GRANT OF LAND TO ALABAMA FOR TIE IMPROVEMENT OF CERTAIN 
RIVERS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 2, 1835, 


Mr. Mercer, from the Committee on Roads and Canals, to whom the subject was referred, reported: 
That, by an act of Congress approved the 23d of May, 1828, 400,000 acres of unappropriated lands 
were granted to the State of Alabama, for the purpose of improving the navigation of the Temnessce, 
Coosa, Cahaba and Black Warrior rivers. By the first section of this act, the application of the proceeds 
of the sale of the above lands is directed to be made to the navigation of the Muscle shoals and Colbert’s 
shoals, in the Tennessee river, and such other parts of the river as the legislature of Tennessee may 
direct. The committee are informed that a part of the canal, at Muscle shoals, has been completed, and 
will shortly be in use; but the seventh section of the above act provides that the said rivers, when 
improved as aforesaid, shall remain forever free from toll for all property belonging to the Government 
of the United States, and for all persons in their service, and for all citizens of the United States, unless 
a toll be allowed by an act of Congress, 

The committee are aware that no canal whatever can be sustained without an annual expenditure for 
its necessary repairs, hor a canal having locks, and of the large dimensions of this, without the mainte- 
nance of lock tenders; and it would seem but reasonable that the expense of sustaining such an improve- 
ment should be defrayed by those who use it. Retaining the provision of the act of 1828, exempting the 
property, and all persons in the service of the United States, from any charge for using an improvement 
effected, ina great measure, by grants from the national funds, the committee report a bill to give the 
assent of Congress to any act which the State of Alabama may pass for imposing such tolls on the canals 
around the Muscle shoals and Colbert’s shoals, as shall be necessary to provide the means of sustaining 
their lock tenders, and keeping them in repair. 


No. 1277. 


ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSOURI. 


[2p Sesston. 


23n Concress. | 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 6, 1835. 


Mr. Crayton, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of 
Thomas IF. Reddick, reported; 


The infant heirs of Thomas F. Reddick petition the government to be confirmed in a grant of six 
hundred and forty acres of land, and found their claim to it upon the following grounds; 

On the 80th of March, 1799, Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, issued the 
following order: “It is permitted to Mr. Lewis [Tesson}] Honoré to establish himself at the head of the 
rapid of the river Des Moines, and his establishment once formed, notice of it shall be given to the gov- 
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ernor general, in order to obtain for him the concession of a space sufficient to give value to the said 
establishment, and, at the same time to render it useful to the commerce of the peltries of this country, to 
watch the Indians, and keep them in the fidelity which they owe to his Majesty.” The order further 
gave extensive privileges to trade with the Indians. 

Immediately upon this permission, Lewis Tesson Honoré, as it fully appears, took possession of a tract of 
land now lying in the district of St. Charles, on the river Mississippi, above the river Des Moines, and about 
two hundred and fifty miles above St. Louis. While in possession, he became indebted to-one Joseph Robi- 
doux, who applied, under the then existing government, and according to its laws, to the proper authority, 
for process to compel payment of said debt. The application or suit went through the usual forms, and the 
officer directed to levy and sell the real and personal property of the said Tesson. Accordingly, he gives 
a full description of the land in the following words, which shows a complete settlement of the same, 
viz: “The land lies at about six leagues above the river Des Moines, and he seized, first, one lot of ground 
150 feet in depth by 120 in width, fenced all round with piquets; upon which lot there is a house of 380 
by 25 feet, covered with bark, and distributed into one parlor and three rooms. Item: one lot of ground, 
situated to the north of the above described lot, and adjoining to it, 150 feet in depth by 20 in width, 
fenced on the front and dividing line with piquets, and the rest a rail fence. Upon this lot is a log house 
of 20 feet by 15. Item: one lot of ground, to the south of the first above-mentioned lot, and adjoining to 
it, of 150 feet in depth by 120 in width, upon which are one log house and three buildings serving as 
outhouses. Upon this lot there is an orchard composed of apple trees, peach trees, and apricot trees— 
in all, about one hundred; the whole fenced in with piquets and rails. Item: one lot of ground, fenced 
all round, and which has been cultivated several times, containing about four arpens. Item: the four 
Jots here above-mentioned are a part of one league square which has been granted by the government to 
Mr. Lewis Tesson, alias Honoré, whose titles are in the archives at St. Louis of Illinois. The said league 
(square) was also seized.” i 

The whole of this property, thus minutely described, was exposed to sale at the-church door as the 
people came out from service, being the usual time and place of selling property under execution, on the 
15th day of May, 1803, when Joseph Robidoux became the purchaser. Tesson was in possession from 
1799 to the above time of sale, and was then permitted to remain in possession until 1805, two years 
longer. In April, 1805, the land was sold at public sale by the executor of Joseph Robidoux, when 
Thomas F. Reddick became the purchaser, and from a short time thereafter he and his heirs have been 
in continued possession of the property. Upon this evidence, Frederick Bates, acting as commissioner, 
granted one mile square (640 acres) to Thomas F, Reddick, under certain acts of Congress passed in 1812, 
T3 and 714, but qualified the grant by inserting the condition “Tf Indian right extinguished.” No authority 
can be found in any of said acts for annexing this condition, and it must be very obvious if the justness 
of the claim warranted the grant while supposed to belong to the Indians, nothing has impaired it so as 
to withhold) it—now it belongs to the government. Indeed, it would seem that these children have a 
just claim, if not to the league square, which would be equal to 7,000 acres, at least to the 640 allotted 
to them by the commissioner, both by the actual settlement of the land under the Spanish government, 
and the regular disposition of it under their laws, as well as the privileges allowed by our own statutes 
after the territory fell to this government. 


No 1278. [2p Session, 


23n CONGRESS. 
ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 6, 1835, 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom has been referred the petition of Richard 
T. Archer, reported; 


That it appears that the said Richard T. Archer was one of the assignees of the grant of lands made 

to the trustees of Jefferson College, in the State of Mississippi, by the terms of which such assignments 
; : : ape . 

were allowed to be entered and located on any public lands not appropriated in the said State. That, at 
the sale of lands at Chocchuma, in said State, in the fall of 18338, the said Archer, on the first day of the 
sales, applied to the register of the northwestern district in the late Choctaw purchase to enter certain 
lands, of which the south half of section thirty-three, of township twenty, of range two east, in said 
district, was part: that the said application was rejected by the register without sufficient reasons, the 
land being subject to entry. In consequence of this rejection, the petitioner was obliged to enter his 
floating grant on lands of very inferior value. The rejection having been illegal, the petitioner would be 
entitled to have the sales of all the lands covered by his location vacated: this, as the lands have been 
acquired by other persons, he does not wish to do; but the half section thirty-three, township twenty, 
range two east, having been reserved from sale, he wishes that he may be allowed to purchase that at 
the government price, as an indemnity for the very considerable loss he has sustained by the illegal refu- 
sal of his application to enter his grant, which was for a much larger extent. John C. McLemore, being 
called on for his opinion in regard to the relative value of the lands applied for by the said Archer under 
a Jefferson College float, and the land subsequently located for said Archer, gives it as his opinion that 
the land applied for by said Archer is decidedly of better quality and of much greater value than the 
land located for him. Under these circumstances, the committee think this application of the petitioner 
reasonable, and report a bill for his relief. 
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23n Coneress, | No. 1279. [2p Sesston, 
NUMBER OF LAND OFFICES AND LAND DISTRICTS IN THE UNITED STATES, AND TILE 
AMOUNT OF SALES AND EXPENSES AT EACH. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 7, 1835, 


Treasury Derarrment, January 6, 1835. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 12th of December last, 
directing the Secretary of the Treasury “to communicate to the House the number of land offices and 
land districts in the United States; the time when they were established respectively; the quantity of 
land sold or remaining unsold; and the amount of money received in each district, and the expense of 
keeping up the land system in cach State where it exists,”—I have the honor herewith to transmit to the 
House the accompanying report and documents, received from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Oflice, to whom the resolution was referred. 

LT have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEV! WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Joun Ber, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


GenxeraL Lanp Orrice, January 5, 1835. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolution of the House of Representatives, passed on the 12th ultimo, “ that 
the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to communicate to this House the number of land offices and 
land districts in the United States; the time when they were established respectively; the quantity of 
land sold or remaining unsold; and the amount of money received in each district, and the expense of 
keeping up the land system in cach State where it exists,” and which you have referred to this office,—I 
have the honor to submit the accompanying document marked A, which shows the names of the land 
offices and land districts, and the dates of the several acts by which the offices were created, and the 
amount of money paid by purchasers at each office. 

Also, document marked B, which shows: 

Ist. Quantity of land remaining unsold which has been offered at public sale, and was subject to 
private entry on the 30th September, 1834. 


2d. Quantity of land sold, and the amount paid by purchasers for the same, to the 30th Septem- 


ber, [S834. 

3d. “Expense of keeping up the land system;” which has been construed to mean the expenditures 
during the last calendar year, consisting of the emoluments of registers and receivers, and the contingent 
expenses of their offices; the emoluments of surveyors general and their clerks, and contingent expenses 
of their offices; and the expenditures for making the public surveys. 

In consequence of the numerous alterations in the boundaries of land districts, made at different 
periods in most of the States and Territories, the moneys exhibited in table A, as paid by purchasers at 
the different offices, have no erclusive relation to the lands at present within the organized limits of the 
districts of land subject to sale at those offices, but relate to all the lands which at different periods have 
been subject to sale thereat. 

It is also to be remarked that the quantities of land sold and remaining unsold, shown by table B, 
are stated in the aggregate of States and Territories, and not by land districts, inasmuch as the numerous 
alterations in the boundaries of the land districts above alluded to have rendered it impracticable to state 
those amounts in reference to the existing limits of the districts, without resort to the township plats in 
the district land offices, which could not be had in time for any action of the present Congress. 

I have the honor to be, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD, 

The Ion. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Land offices, and present location. 


Marietta, Ohi0. cececcce cece ccs ccee| 
Zanesville, Ohio. .....cccccccesccess| 
Steubenville, Ohio .ccceceescevecees| 


Chillicothe, Ohio. .eee cece ceeese ween! 





Cincinnati, Ohio...+ee cocceececcaces 
Wooster, Ohio ..-eee+ cece ccessccees 
Wapaghknonetta, Ohio ...++++ eeees 


eoeee coos 





Bucyrus, Ohio ...eeeeeeeee 
Jeffersonville, Indiana «.+eeeeeee cece! 
Vincennes, Indiana. .eeeee eoeeeeces 
Indianapolis, Indiana. soos eeeeee eens! 
Crawfordsville, Indiana. ...eeeeeeees 

Fort Wayne, Indiana. ...e..eeeeeeee 
La Porte, Indiana .... cece -eeeee cece) 
Shawnectown, Illinois .....- 
Kaskaskia, Illinois ....0ceeeee ceeeee! 
Edwardsville, Iliinois .......0eeeees | 
Vanlntins Ain0isics<seevscsccew cess 


-y— 


Palestine, Illinois ...+-.eeee 
Springfield, Illinois. ..++++eseeee wees, 
Danville, Illinois. +ccesscescceccseee| 


Quincey, Illinvis . .ssecceecvescovees 


| Nottheasteri: Gistricts<.c<o0 000-000 ccsececevece cacces 


| Northwestern district..0.eecesceecccce 


St. Louis, Missouri. .ccecccccccccces 
Fayette, Missourics.+seeee seeeeeee) 
Palmyra, Missouri..+.seseeseeee cece 
Jackson, Missouricesscsceeeccescecs, 
Lexington, Missouri... sees sees cece) 
Springfield, Missouri... .seeee cesses 
St. Stephen's, Alabama .eceeeee sees 
Cahaba, Alabama .ececseecceecceees 
«Huntsville, Alabama. oeceeneecceeee, 
Tuscaloosa, Alabama ..eeeceeeeceees 
Sparta, Alabama. ..ceseceeseeeeeeee 
\ Demopolis, Alabama «eee eeeeee cess 
Montgamery, Alabama ..ees sees vers 
Mardisville, Alabama ....++ eesevers 
Washington, Mississippi «++ eeeeeees 
Augusta, Mississippi-+..e:eeeeeeeeee! 
Mount Salus, Mississippi....esee see 
Chocechuma, Mississippi. +++ eseeeees 
Columbus, Mississippi ...0.+eeeeeees 


Pontitock, Mississippi ...+.eeeeeeeee | 
New Orleans, Louisiana ....esseeeeee 
Opelousas, Louisiana ....eeeeeeeeees 
Ouachita, Louisianas.secsseccceeees 
St. Helena, Louisiana ..+eeeeeseeeee| 
Detroit, Michigan..++-ssceresseees | 
Bronson, Michigan ....+++esseseeees 

Monroe, Michigan......eseeesseeees 


Mineral Point, Michigan......++.+.. 


| Green Bay district ..ceccceccccerecccesecccccescves| 


Batesville, Arkansas.+ce coscccsceces 
Little Rock, Arkansas...++esccecces 
Washington, Arkansas...+++eseseeee, 
Fayetteville, Arkansas ....+++ see 
Tlelena, Arkansas...+ee sessccceceee 
Tallahassee, Florida...ecccecccescee 
St. Augustine, Florida.......eeeeees 


Amount paid by purchasers for lands in 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, General 








| Southwestern district... ccoccscccsccccccccssccscccce 


| Northeastern Gistrictcccccccs cocccccccescsesececes 


| North of Red river....... 


A. 


tls , 
Land districts, and former location. 
| 


SOPH OHHH OHH SHH Eee EEE HEH eee ee EEE EEEeeeseeseeee? 
ete eee eee eee eee eee ee 
SOPH eo ee eres erereeesereeseeeeeeeeeee 


eee eeeeeeees 


SOOO ee Heese eees eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeseeeeEeeeee 


Canton <ccoss 


Pewee eeeeetaseeeseeeeseeseseeseeeeee. 


COTM Hwee ees eee ese eeeeee sees eeeeet assess 


Piqua . 
IPYSN A Waiee fue) EIEN Ni<10/6/¢-0/010 se caleie's) csresiniel sc e6ed a cisie tie 


ieee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee) 


POCO EHEHH OHHH EHEEE SOE EEE SEEHEEEH OHHH HOES 


TOON WEIEG! ie: a1sis 010 bres aie via. gievors erties nee eesieeraa oes 


IEGEYO) EPOUNUOls ¢/a:s occlele icin Cos eicaicleaieisieresieie cee eeleees 


Ce ee ee eee e eres eeseeeee esses sees 


eeeeee 


COOH Hee HHH OHHH eee HEHEHE EHR SHEE HEHE HEHEHE EEE EEE 


SPO eee eee ee eeEe eee eeeeesee esse eeeeeeee) 


Peewee eaeeeee 


tee eee eee eee eee eee ee ee ee 


UNE IEU MGI IEYE (5.0: oforeieecle oreo laaioie dierelesercie oainceeie hweeeresae 


Salt river district.....+. 


eee ee asreeee seers t eeeeeees 


Cape Girardean, ...+.0 ccccce ccccce cccces ccacee cee 


IVR COETRULISIINE WUT =.) ccc/sjnciereiee e oie ane: Gieveieie dlareew cicnweaae 


Dat OF (Ee OAYL FIVOR cicic¢ ic cles tlaeeise «facies celceecels wees 


Milledgeville, Georgia. ..ccccceccccccccccccccce ceee! 
Madison county...... 


eeeeee COOH eO erro sere eres eres eses esses esses 


COPS OHHH eH HHH HHH EHEH SHEET EEE EEE EEE HEHEHE EEE 


ee eee ee eee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 


Tallapoosa district .eeee ceceeeccecee cece cceeceeees 
Coosa district, Montevallo ...-+ee ccccee cceceee eee 
West of Pearl river. 


Jackson court house ..cecceecccseecccvesscveee sese| 


Choctaw district, Clinton .oceceseccceccccvesseseees 
Northwestern district....cscesccecccecseecccses cous 


Chickasaw district, created under treaty of.....++++ 
Southeastern district .-cccccecscccvccccccvccecceces 


aU CRORLETRIG SUPIC icc 6:6.410-9'6.d 0.0io 0/6)bn0s ee calccewwens 





East of island of New Orleans, and west of Pearl river} 


| 


eee ee eee sees sess eeees See eres eseeeeseeese sees eese, 


Western district, White Pigeon prairic...+++ esseeeee! 


Souther CistiliChesscveceeccoceceleseeccemewae eecece 
WISCONSIN Cistrict. <cccicicdsocuseccccsseseseeceenee 
WLS FIVER GISUIICE 6.66 6 ccc ccs clidiaccdtcdeececectece 
PRETO RAAICIMEDIDL G's ooo) sicleisleie sinus eidieisis class stare eale wees 
Red river district . 


CeCe eee eee Oe EEE eee EEE BOE 


Seow eres eres esses eee sees sees eeeseesesese 


Mississippi district. sss sce ceecee coceee ceceescoeees 





COPS THE HHH HHH SHEET HSE HOHHR OHHH EEE EHEE ese aeee 


SOS SHH SEES HHH SEH EH HEHEHE ESHER ESET HEHEHE EEE EEEE 


Ohio, sold to the Ohio company .eeeecceecceeeceees 


Amount paid by purchasers for lands in Ohio, sold to J. C. Symmes and associates..++ esse eeeseeseees 


Land Office, January 5, 1835. 





| March 


| March 
| March 3, 1807.-++- 
| March 


| March 
May 8, 1822...+eee. 





Date of act by which | Amount paid by 


the office was created. 


| May 10, 1800....... 


March 3, 1803 ...... 
May 10, 1800....... 


-| May 10, 1800....-.- 


May 10, 1800....+6+ 
3; 3008 snc: 
ee 
ee 


March 


26, 1804. «00. 
BD; 1S scxess 
SUD ccs 


March 


March 2, 1833 ....+- 


| February 21, 1812 .. 
| March 26, 1804 .....| 


April 29, 1816....++ 
May 11, 1820....... 
May 11, 1820. ...+-- 


1 Maar S822) xs ic:eiciae 


February 19, 1831.. 
February 19, 1831 .. 
June 26, 1834. 
June 26, 183 


ov 


March 3, 1811 ...... 


| February 17, 1818 .. 
| May 26, 1824......- 
| February 17, 1818... 


March 3, 1823 ....-- 
une 26, 1834 sce. 
March 3, 1803.....- 
March 3, 1815...... 


| March 3, 1807...++6) 
May 11, 1820.. ....| 


May 11, 1820....... 
March 2, 1833.....- 
July 10, 1832... 
July 10, 1832. 


| March 3, 1803 .....- 


March 3, 1819 ...... 
May 6, 1822... 
March 2, 1833 .....- 
March 2, 1833....+- 
October 20, 1832.... 
March 3, 1811...... 
March 3, 1811... 

March 3, 1811...... 
March 3, 1819...... 
March 26, 1804..... 
March 3, 1823.....+- 
January 30, 1833... 
June 26, 1834 ...... 
June 26, 1834 .....- 
February 17, 1818.. 
February 17, 1818 .. 
June 25, 1832 ...+6- 
June 25, 1832 ...66. 
June 26, 1834 
March 3, 1823...... 
March 3, 1823.....- 


Amount paid by purchases for lands sold at the district land Off CS. ..+e cece ssceccssereecccvecccccescesseeseeees 
Amount paid by purchasers for lands in Ohio, sold at New York in 1787. ..ceccsecccecceeccsessccccceecescccecess 
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33,468 
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320,830 
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452,035 
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98 


66 





$55,847,216 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 8, 1835. 


Mr. Cuampers, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Cornelius 
Innis, reported: 


That the petitioner represents that he was formerly known by the name of Quesnel Escofeel, a resi- 
dent of the parish of Rapides, in the State of Louisiana, and that he is the owner of a certain requete, or 
petition, addressed to the Spanish authorities in the former province of Louisiana, dated 23d June, 1802; 
which document has been exhibited to the committee, and, being the only evidence of title or claim accom- 
panying the petition, has received the consideration of the committee. 

This requete, or petition, is addressed to the intendant general of the province, bearing date the 23d 
June, 1802, supplicating him to grant the petitioner, Quesnel Escofeel, a tract of land situate in said 
province, the petitioner obligating himself to comply with the ordinary regulations—to cultivate the land 
granted to him, to open the roads required, &c., &c.; added to which is a writing purporting to be the 
certificate of Valentine Layrard, that the lands applied for ‘ were the property of his Majesty, and free to 
be disposed of.” 

In this the committee are at a loss to discover any title, or, in the absence of confirmatory evidence, 
any inception of title that would either pass the land described, or furnish any claim to that or any 
other land. 

There is no evidence that this petition, with the accompanying certificate, is genuine, there being no 
witness, seal, or anything accompanying it to authenticate it. It does not appear even to have been 
presented to the intendant general, or any other officer of the province having authority to make grants 
or concessions; and on it does not appear that there was any concession made, or any sanction or encour- 
agement afforded to the applicant. 

For anything that appears to the committee, it was no more than an intended application, which 
was retained by the individual applicant, and who might pursue, or abandon it, as he thought proper, 
and which, of itself, without sanction or possession, could give no right or color of claim. 

As this application was to the Spanish intendant general, after the treaty of St. Ildefonso, in 1800, 
by which the province was ceded by Spain to France, and though publicity was not given to that treaty 
and cession, yet it was known to John B. Morales, the intendant general, who, from that circumstance, 
either abstained from making grants and concessions, or was cautious in doing so. If he had not been 


* Exclusive of the lands in Mississippi and Alabama, acquired from the Chickasaws by the treaty of the 20th October, 1832, and of 
all expenditures connected with the survey of the same, which are to be reimbursed to the government out of the proceeds of sales; the 


net proceeds accruing to the tribe. 
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so restrained, there was, under the regulations establised by Morales for conceding lands, an omission 
of many circumstances required necessary to the validity of this grant. By article fifteen of the regula- 
tions of J. B. Morales, adopted the 17th July, 1799, it was provided that ‘“ all concessions shall be given 
in the name of the King, by the intendant general of this province, who shall order the surveyor general, 
or one particularly named by him, to make the survey and sell the land.” By article sixteen, the sur- 
vey, as made, was to be returned in the form presented; and, by article seventeen, it is provided that 
“in the office of the finances there shall be a book numbered, where the titles of concessions shall be 
recorded.” 

When such were the regulations in relation to grants of land within the province of Louisiana, the 
failure to comply with them, and obtain the evidence of title in the manner required by the law of the 
province, would bar the applicant of all right or claim. 

Even if there had been a concession by the Spanish authority subsequent to the treaty of St. Ildefonso, 
without possession being taken by the grantee, such grant, being declared void, under the act of Congress 
of 26th March, 1804, would confer no right. 

The applicant has not, at any time, filed in any office his claim for registry, or presented the same to any 
commissioner or other officer of the government for recognition. 

The omission to prosecute this application to obtain a concession, unaccompanied with possession, 
or any registry, for a period exceeding thirty years, is, in the opinion of the committee, under the laws of 
Congress, a conclusive bar to the claim, there being no proof of any minority as alleged, nor would 
minority, if it exist, supply the omission to obtain a concession and order of survey, the very foundation 
of the grant. 

At the time of the grant, the applicant is not represented as a minor; and, in the application, he un- 
dertakes to comply with the ordinary regulations, in cultivating the land, &c. 

The committee are, therefore, of opinion that the claim is not well founded, and ought not to be 
granted, and submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the petitioner is not entitled to relief. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 9, 1835. 


Mr. Amos Davis, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Armstrong, reported: 

The petitioner alleges that he is the claimant of a tract of 640 acres of land lying within the late 
neutral territory between the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers, in the State of Louisiana; that he continued 
to reside on said land until the month of October, 1832, at which time he was driven off the same by 
Jechiel Brooks, Indian agent, at the Red river agency. He makes reference to a letter of said agent to 
him, which is filed with the petition, and prays Congress to allow him to change the location of his land. 
It appears from the certificate of the register of the land office of Opelousas that the petitioner’s claim 
to the said tract of land has been confirmed by an act of Congress, approved 24th of May, 1828, and such 
being the fact, Brooks, the Indian agent, by virtue alone of his agency, could have no authority whatever 
to expel the petitioner from the Jand. If he done so, his act was a mere trespass, for which it is supposed 
the party aggrieved could have ample redress in a court of justice. If the agent undertook upon himself, 
as is inferred from the statement of the petitioner, to do an unlawful act, he clearly exceeded the limits 
of his trust, and no principle is better established than for this the government is not answerable. But 
conceding the right of the petitioner for redress against the government, it is not perceived that justice 
requires that he should be allowed to change his location; all that should be done is a confirmation of 
title, and as that is already the case he has only to cause the location to be made according to the act of 
Congress referred to, after which a patent will issue in conformity to its provisions. 

The committee therefore recommend the rejection of the petition. 





The United States, as appears by the certificate of the register of the land office at Opelousas, 
Louisiana, granted John Armstrong 640 acres of land, the location and boundaries of which are designa- 
ted. Ile was in possession and had been long living on it, when the agent for the Caddo Indians, by 
virtue of an authority unknown to me, ordered him to leave the land on the ground it was situated in the 
territory of those Indians. Whether this be so or not I cannot tell, as I am not aware that the right of 
these Indians to any territory within the limits of the United States has ever been recognized. It is, 
however, clear that Armstrong was dispossessed of his property by the act of the agent, who is an officer 
of the government. The only question to be determined is, whether the United States will permit an 
equal quantity of land to that of which Armstrong was dispossessed by their officer, to be located else- 
where, upon condition that he relinquish all claim to the tract within the Indian boundary, The answer, 
it appears to me, cannot be difficult. 


R. GARLAND. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of the heirs of 
Louis Pellerin, deceased, reported: 


That it is shown, to their satisfaction, by legal evidence, that, in the year 1764, the governor of 
Louisiana, D’Abbadie, granted, in the usual form, the land claimed, to the ancestor of the petitioners, 
Louis Pellerin, to wit, a prairie called the Prairie Basse, having a front of sixty-three arpens by a depth 
of one hundred and twenty-six, equal to a superfices of seven thousand nine hundred and thirty-eight 
arpens. It appears, by evidence taken before the commissioners at Opelousas, that this land is occupied, 
but whether by those deriving title from the petitioners, does not appear. 

The grant being, in the opinion of the committee, a valid one, ought to be confirmed; and the com- 
mittee report a bill to that effect. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Greenwood 
Leflore, reported: 


That the petitioner states that the south half of section number thirty-three in township number 
twenty, range number one east adjoining the lands of said petitioner in the Chocchuma district, State of 
Mississippi, has heretofore been reserved from sale on account of some difficulty in the location of two 
sections of land reserved to the petitioner in the treaty with the Choctaw tribe of Indians, made at Dan- 
cing Rabbit creck. The petitioner states that all the land in this neighborhood is sold; that he lays no 
claim to said half section; that he was desirous to have embraced it in his reservation, and the difference 
between himself and the locating agent in the manner of locating the reservation is the reason why it 
was not offered for sale. The petitioner therefore prays that he may be permitted to purchase said land 
at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. The petitioner in this case has stated in his petition that he 
has not sustained any loss in consequence of his being refused to locate his reservation upon the said 
tract of land, nor is there anything before the committee which goes to prove that his reservation has 
not been laid upon land as valuable as that which the petitioner asks the privilege of purchasing at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. The committee has not been furnished with any facts showing 
that the government is in default in anywise with the petitioner, therefore ask to be discharged from 
the further consideration of said petition. ; 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN LOUISIANA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William 
Marberry, reported: 


That said claimant alleges that he had a private claim confirmed for 640 acres, certificate No. 716, 
in the parish of St. Tammany, Louisiana; that he was absent from home when the private claims were 
surveyed, and that he had left an agent to cause the survey of it to be made, which was neglected, and 
his land returned as public land and a portion of it sold by the United States. He asks to be permitted 
to have the whole tract located in township seven, range three, cast, where he has made considerable 
improvements by mistake. 

It appears by the certificate of the deputy surveyor that 120 acres of said tract of 640 acres was 
taken by Lerville Bahan, and, as the deputy surveyor certifies, includes the best part of said tract, and 
that the balance is of no value. 

The committee are of opinion that there is no sufficient excuse made to justify a relocation of said 
private land claim; that if everything be true as alleged, which is not doubted by the committee, it might 
furnish a case justifying the repayment of his money to Bahan, or authorizing him to relocate his one 
hundred and twenty acres of land. But if Bahan has the better title, it originated in the neglect of the 
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present claimant or his agent, for which the United States are not responsible, and the utmost liberality 
on the part of the United States could not justify an appropriation of more than one hundred and twenty 
acres for the use of the applicant. 

The committee do not perceive any sufficient ground to justify any relief whatever, at present. 
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ON A CLAIM TO BOUNTY LAND. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Zebulon 
Baxter, reported: 


The petitioner states that he is a native of the United States; that, at the commencement of the late 
war with Great Britain, he resided in the province of Lower Canada, and had resided there about twelve 
years; that, in consequence of the commencement of the war, he removed from Canada into the county 
of Franklin, State of New York. In the month of June, 1813, he enlisted as a Canadian volunteer in 
the county and State aforesaid, for the term of one year, under the command of Captain James B. Spencer, 
of the 29th infantry; that he served as a corporal under the command of said Spencer, until the first of 
December, of that year, when he was transferred to a company commanded by Captain Elam Lyndes, of 
the same regiment, served out his term of enlistment, and was discharged on the 15th of June, 1814. 
All these facts are corroborated by the affidavit of James B. Spencer, made and sworn to before *¥illiam 
Hogan, first judge of the Franklin county court. The petitioner produces his discharge, signed by G. 
D. Young, lieutenant colonel commanding 29th infantry, showing that he had served in said regiment one 
year; discharge dated June the 15th, 1814. Petitioner also produces the affidavits of David Baxter and 
Thomas Smith, who swear that Zebulon Baxter was a citizen of the United States anterior to the late 
war between the United States and Great Britain. The affidavits of Thomas Smith and Amasa Foreman 
go to prove that said Baxter, during the war aforesaid, volunteered in the service of the United States, 
in the campaign of 1813 and 1814, and served in the capacity of corporal in a company commanded by 
Captain James B. Spencer, in the 29th regiment of infantry, and continued therein until honorably dis- 
charged by order of Colonel Gilford D. Young. The petitioner further states that, in the year 1817, he 
employed a person to make out his papers to obtain his bounty land, &c.; that they were forwarded, and, 
until recently, he had not distinctly understood the situation of his claim, which he now understands has 
not been allowed. The act of Congress approved March the 5th, 1816, granting bounties in land, &c., 
to certain Canadian volunteers, gave to each non-commissioned officer, musician or private, 320 acres; 
but on the 3d of March, 1817, Congress passed an act to amend the aforesaid act, reducing the quantity 
of bounty land to the non-commissioned officer, musician or private, to 160 acres, which act was to con- 
tinue and be in force for the term of one year and no longer. The petitioner did not as it appears from 
the papers, make any application to acquire his lands until after the passage of the act of 3d March, 
1817; therefore, if entitled at all to bounty land, can only be entitled to 160 acres; and the only evidence 
before the committee that an application was made to the department for his bounty land is by a note 
written on the discharge with red ink, in the following words: ‘“ Not entitled to bounty land under this 
enlistment.” The committee, however, believing the affidavit of James B. Spencer to be true, and his 
affidavit being corroborated by the affidavits of other persons, are inclined to the belief that he is entitled 
to relief, and for that purpose report a bill. 
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IN FAVOR OF THE CORRECTION OF AN ERRORIN A LAND PATENT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 12, 1835. 


Mr. Asniry, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of John Tice, 
reported: 


That, on the 17th day of March, 1818, a patent issued in the name of William Pennington, late a 
soldier in the army of the United States, for the southeast quarter of section twenty-eight, of township 
eight north, in range one west, in the tract heretofore appropriated for military bounties, in the State of 
Illinois, and on the 14th of December following a patent issued in favor of Abm. Foot for the same quar- 
ter section. It appears that a mistake occurred in describing the tract patented to Pennington; it should 
have been the northeast, in place of the southeast, quarter of section twenty-eight, in the township and 
range above mentioned. In 1823 Pennington transferred his title to the said southeast quarter to the 
petitioner, who, it appears, has since paid taxes on it, but understanding that the tract had been assigned 
to another individual, who, from the verbal statement of Tice, it appears, has the land in possession, he 
is willing to relinquish his title to that quarter, provided he can be permitted to select another within 
the district aforesaid. The committee considering the prayer of the petitioner reasonable and proper, 
report a bill accordingly for his relief. 
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IN FAVOR OF AN EQUITABLE SETTLEMENT OF THE ACCOUNTS OF THE RECEIVER OF 
PUBLIC MONEYS AT HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 13, 1835. 


Mr. Crayton, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the petition of the widow 
and children of the late General Brahan, receiver of public moneys at Huntsville, Alabama, reported: 


That, by the proclamation of the President of the United States, a sale of public lands was ordered 
at Huntsville, on the first Monday in February, 1818. It further appears by the statement of General 
John Coffee, that “‘a plan was proposed by some of the capitalists about Huntsville, by which they were 
to form a company of every man who chose to join it, and who had a sum of money to invest in the capi- 
tal stock. The company were to purchase all the land, or as much as they could, for the joint benefit of 
all concerned, to the amount of their capital; after the public sales were over, they were to put up to 
public sale all their purchases, and the profits made were to be divided amongst the company. They 
proposed, as it was termed, to run down small capitalists, or such as would not join their company. It 
was understood that the company sent out men on the different public roads which led to Huntsville, to 
meet strangers coming in to purchase, to get them to join the company, and thereby keep down opposi- 
tion to their scheme. In this state of things the officers of government present, viz., General John Brahan, 
as receiver of public moneys, Colonel John Read, as register of the land office, and myself, as surveyor 
of public lands, felt it a duty, by all the means within our reach, to oppose the plans of the company, 
and prevent them, if possible, from purchasing the lands at the minimum price, or below its real value, 
and thereby speculate upon the government, and on those persons who were desirous to purchase for 
actual settlement. Counsel was consulted on the propriety of stopping the sales by the register and 
receiver, if it was found that the lands were about to sell for less than their value. The two latter gen- 
tlemen expressed great anxiety on the subject lest the interest of the government should be affected.” 
It seems, from the statement of Judge Minor, then acting as attorney general for the Mississippi Terri- 
tory, and the county of Madison in Alabama, that he was once or oftener applied to by Colonel Read and 
General Brahan, and his opinion asked as to the legality of postponing the sales in consequence of the 
combination formed to purchase the public lands for the purpose of speculation, and that he gave it as 
his opinion it could not be done. The sales therefore went on, and, through the influence of the officers 
of government, opposition was excited against the speculators, and, says General Coffee, the first tract 
of land offered for sale “was bid off for something like twenty dollars (per acre), far beyond any calcu- 
lations which we had made of the value of the lands; this seemed to raise great excitement in the 
immense crowd of people present; all seemed to feel interested on one side or the other, and, as the sale 
progressed, the feeling raised. Much of the land that day was sold for twenty dollars and upwards; 
General Brahan took an active part in bidding against the company, and of course became the purchaser 
of several high priced tracts the first day. The sales continued from day to day with the same feelings 
of opposition, and I feel well assured that many persons bid during the sales more than double the sum 
they would have given before the sales commenced; J know it was the case with myself, and feel well satis- 
fied it was the case with General Brahan, for we had many conversations on the subject. I knew at the 
time he had a large sum in scrip, and towards the close of the sales I heard the General remark that his 
commissions would be worth something like thirty thousand dollars, which, in addition to his scrip, he 
thought would pretty well cover all his purchases.’’ 

Judge Minor confirms fully the statement of General Coffee as to the combination of speculators to 
purchase the public lands, and the great solicitude felt by General Brahan and Colonel Read as to the 
consequences; and, upon his opinion that nothing could be done by way of postponing the sales to pre- 
vent it, they were put up under the hope of exciting opposition against the company, which was effectu- 
ally done; he adds, that ‘General Brahan bought to a very large amount at these sales; and that, from 
all I saw and heard, I believe that his activity in bidding had a considerable effect in enhancing the prices. 
I have been informed, and believe, that he has since sold land certificates to a large amount, bought at 
these sales, at a discount of fifty per cent.’ 

Under the circumstances above stated, and in a spirit of opposition to what was conceived an unjusti- 
fiable attempt to defraud the government, General Brahan was induced to purchase very largely of the 
public land® and, indeed, to an amount, from causes which he could not control, beyond his ability to 
pay. He relied confidently upon realizing for the government the full amount of his purchases from 
actual settlers who were seeking establishments at that time in very great numbers, never calculating in 
the remotest degree upon making anything, the high prices given for the lands rendering that impossible; 
but unfortunately a most unfavorable change in the existing state of affairs took place, which wholly 
disappointed his expectations. The act of 1820 changed the mode of selling lands from a credit to a 
cash system, which greatly reduced the value of lands that had been purchased under the former system; 
and add to this a great fall in the price of the staple commodity of the country, and an unusual and sud- 
den diminution of the paper circulation of the banks, which had theretofore been as unusually increased. 

As soon as General Brahan discovered the unfortunate situation in which his zeal in the first instance 
for the public interest, and then the untoward changes of the times, had involved him, he lost no time in 
making it known to the honorable William H. Crawford, then Secretary of the Treasury, with a prompt 
offer to secure the government by lien on his property, in whatever sum he should be found indebted. In 
the month of December, 1820, General Brahan placed in the hands of certain trustees appointed by the 
agent of the Treasury Department, good bonds amounting to upwards of forty thousand dollars, and a 
large amount of real estate under a deed of trust, subject to the entire control of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, the proceeds of which, when collected, were to be applied to the credit of this debt, esti- 
mated then, but not accurately ascertained, at about $80,772. It appears, also, that the original bond 
of the said Brahan was lost, and that he very promptly renewed it, under a promise, however, that he 
should not be placed in a worse condition than he would be under the old one, if it were in existence, 











































1835. ] INSTRUCTIONS TO RECEIVING OFFICERS, ETC. 549 








and should be liable only for the amount found to be actually due on a final settlement of his accounts at 
the Treasury Department. 

In the year 1821, Congress passed an act granting relief to purchasers of public lands; and under 
the provisions of that law, the said Brahan, as is stated by the petitioners, and confirmed by J udge Minor, 
sold the certificates for most of the lands he had purchased, at fifty cents in thé dollar upon their original 
cost, thereby losing not less than thirty thousand dollars, but faithfully applying these proceeds to the 
payment of the debt due the government. 

The petitioners state, and show by a document from the Treasury, that by great exertions and sacri- 
fices, and the sale of the greater part of his active and most valuable property, the said Brahan has paid 
to the government the sum of $80,864, which sum exceeds the principal of the debt, as appears by another 
Treasury document, $7,252. 

The petitioners rest their hopes of relief upon the foregoing facts, a summary of which, and the 
considerations which they naturally suggest, are simply these: that their husband and father acted in 
every equitable sense, and in the strictest character of disinterestedness, as the agent of the government, 
voluntarily, it is true, but justly entitled, not only from the motive which influenced him, but from the 
actual service rendered the government, to all the benefits which an authorized agency would have 
secured him. That this risk and consequent loss was incurred against an unprincipled combination seek- 
ing to rob the government of its revenue. That the attempt was counteracted, and a most profitable 
sale effected, by means of the excitement and opposition created by the officers of the government against 
this confederacy of speculators. That, in proof of the disinterested character of the agency, an attempt 
was made on his part to postpone the sales, if it could be lawfully done, with a view to prevent an 
honestly apprehended injury to the government; and when that could not be done, he made his purchases 
at prices that utterly forbid the idea that the slightest hope of profit could have been entertained. That, 
if this view of the subject be correct, and it can scarcely admit of a doubt, justice and equity, and 
especially the magnanimity of a government that seeks nothing contrary to these great principles, would 
hold him in no other light than that of a trustee. That he honestly made known his case, and the misfor- 
tunes growing out of it, to the government, and promptly secured it to the full amount of its demand 
against him. That he renewed his obligations to it by a second official bond, upon being required, ix conse- 
quence of the loss of the first. That, notwithstanding the high prices which he gave for the lands, he would 
have been enabled to have extricated himself from difficulty, but for the intervention of certain causes 
which he had no right to expect, two of them growing out of the acts of the government itself, viz: the 
alteration of the mode of selling its lands, and the taking away from him his commission, being one per 
cent, which, according to General Coffce’s testimony, was one of his principal reliances to discharge his 
debt, actually mentioned by him at the close of the sales. That the government has extended to other 
purchasers of lands, at various times, great indulgence and relief, under circumstances which by no 
means possessed the merit of the present application, because, in those cases there existed only the simple 
relation of seller and purchaser; but in this case it is extended to that of purchaser, for an enormous 
consideration, to prevent a gross fraud upon the seller’s rights. That the government has lost nothing 
by the sales, for they have received every dollar of the principal, resulting, as it did, from a most extrava- 
gant price, produced under such an excitement, purposely created for the public interest, as that, in the 
words of General Coffee, “more than double the sum was given for the lands than would have been given 
before the sales.” That, not only the principal has been paid, but upwards of $7,000 of the interest 
with it, contrary, as is believed, to the usages of the government in its outstanding accounts against 
very many officers; that, besides this heavy loss, he lost his office at the time, in consequence of his 
delinquency—a delinquency, as will be perceived, occasioned by no malfeasance, but purely from a zeal 
to serve the public interest, followed up by misfortunes entirely beyond the exertion of the most pruden- 
tial vigilance to prevent. Under these circumstances, the petitioners, a widow and seven children, state 
“most respectfully, that although the losses of the decedent, from the peculiar pressure of the times, 
were very great and embarrassing, they have the consolation to believe that he saved to the government, 
by the course which ruined him and the future prospects of his family, nearly half a million of dollars. 
The decedent, at his death, owed some other debts to a considerable amount, so that, unless his estate 
‘an be relieved of the interest which has accrued on the government’s debt, it will be unable to pay its 
debts, and all the property left by the decedent will be swept away from the petitioners, and his infant 
children will be left penniless to seek a living upon the cold charities of the world.” They therefore 
pray that the Seeretary of the Treasury be authorized by law to settle and adjust the accounts of the 
said John Brahan, so as to release his estate from the payment of interest on account of his said debt to 
the government. 

The committee are of opinion that the prayer of the petitioners is reasonable and just, and ought to 
be granted, and for that purpose report a bill. 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO THE RECEIVING AND DISBURSING OFFICERS, STATIONED IN THE 
STATES WHEREIN LAND OFFICES ARE ESTABLISHED OR PUBLIC WORKS BEING 
CONSTRUCTED. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 13, 1835. 


Wasuincton, January 13, 1835. 
To the House of Representatives: 
In compliance with the resolution of the House of the 8th instant, requesting ‘copies of every cir- 
cular or letter of instruction emanating from the Treasury or War Departments since the 30th day of 
June last, and addressed to either the receiving or the disbursing officers stationed in States wherein 
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land offices are established, or public works are constructing under the authority of Congress,” I trans- 
mit, herewith, reports from the Secretaries of the Treasury and War Departments, containing the infor- 
mation sought for. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 





Treasury Department, January 12, 1835. 


Sir: In compliance with your directions, I have the honor, herewith, to transmit to you copies of 
every circular or letter of instruction emanating from this department since the 30th day of June last, 
addressed to receivers of public moneys. No circular instructions, since that period, have been issued 
by this department, addressed to disbursing officers stationed in States wherein land offices are estab- 
lished, or public works are constructing under the authority of Congress. 

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

The Presipent of the United States. 





Treasury Department, August 6, 1834. 


Sir: For the mutual accommodation of the public officers and creditors in your neighborhood, and 
of yourself and the Treasury Department, I propose hereafter to direct warrants in their favor, to your- 
self, for payment, when desired by them. 

It will be in your power, also, before a warrant is obtained by them, and whenever you have confi- 
dence in their honesty and solvency, to take an assignment or draft, by them, in your favor, of their 
supposed claim on the Treasury, to pay its amount, and, on its being forwarded here, to receive a warrant 
in your own behalf, for the sum due. All the warrants paid in the manner first stated, or received in 
your own name, will be ample vouchers in your behalf, on a settlement of your accounts, and, in this 
way, the officers and creditors of the government will often be saved travel and expense. You will have 
to make less frequent deposits, and at less hazard, as the balance on hand, to be deposited at the end of 
each month, will, probably, in this way, become considerably reduced, and the department will have the 
satisfaction of obliging others, through its own officers, without increasing sensibly the risk or labor of 
any. You will please to notify such public officers and creditors as live near you, of the existence of 
this arrangement, in order that they may, if convenient and agreeable, take advantage of its benefits. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
P. S.—You will take receipt on the bottom of the warrants paid, and return the warrants and receipts 


to this department monthly. 
L. W. 


Addressed to the Recrrvers of Public Moneys at Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Michigan, Arkansas, and 
Florida. 





Circular to the collectors of the customs and all receivers of public money. 


Treasury Department, November 5, 1834. 

Whereas, by the act of Congress passed 31st July, 1789, it is provided ‘that the duties and fees to 
be collected by virtue of this act shall be received in gold and silver coin only;” and, by a usage under 
that act, and a similar one as to the payment for public lands, it was customary to receive only specie, 
and the notes or bills of banks redeemable in specie, until 1814; and, after a different practice, adopted 
in 1814, Congress, on the 30th April, 1816, resolved, ‘‘ That from and after the 20th day of February next, 
no such duties, taxes, debts, or sums of money accruing or becoming payable to the United States, ought 
to be collected or received otherwise than in the legal currency of the United States, or Treasury notes, 
or notes of the Bank of the United States, or in notes of banks which are payable and paid, on demand, 
in the said legal currency of the United States.” And whereas, the practice, under that resolution, con- 
formed to its provisions till January 2Ist, 1828, when permission by this department, under certain 
assurances from the Bank of the United States, was given that drafts or checks of that bank and its 
branches should be received for the public dues, though said drafts or checks were not notes of the bank, 
not being, like notes, signed by the president and cashier thereof, nor originally made payable to bearer, 
nor according to the subsequent decision of the Supreme Court, coming within the description of a nofe or 
bill, And whereas, Congress have never authorized the issuing of such drafts for the purpose of circula- 
tion as currency, and have refused, though urgently and repeatedly requested, to permit the issuing even 
of notes of the bank of the smaller denominations so signed; and the great extent to which the said drafts, 
of small denominations, have been put in circulation as currency, seeming to be directly repugnant to 
the spirit of the act incorporating the bank, and of the subsequent proceedings of Congress; and doubts 
having arisen as to the legal liability of the bank to redeem the said drafts in specie, under the penalty 
provided in the charter for the non-payment of “its bills, notes or obligations;” and the counterfeits of 
the said drafts having become very numerous and difficult of detection, and those who sell or utter them 
being likely to escape punishment, in consequence of questions which arise in prosecuting them under 
the said charter—it is therefore deemed proper, in order that the clearly expressed views of Congress 
should be enforced, and the agents of the department protected from risks and losses by said drafts, to 
revoke the permission granted in 1828; but, with a view to give due notice, to the community and bank, 
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of the contemplated change, not to allow the revocation to take effect till the period hereafter men- 
tioned. 

Hence, in conformity to the requirements of the aforesaid acts and joint resolution of Congress, all 
collectors of the customs, and all receivers of public money, are hereby enjoined that, after the first day 
of January next, they shall not receive, in payment of duties or of public lands, any coin or paper except 
such as is described in said resolution, viz., ‘the legal currency of the United States, or Treasury notes, 
or notes of the Bank of the United States, or notes of banks which are payable and paid, on demand, in 


the said legal currency of the United States.” 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 





f GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 10, 1835. 
The Commissioner of the General Land Office transmits to the Secretary of the Treasury, by request, 
copies of all the circular letters issued by him since the 80th June last. 


Ifon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Circular to registers and receivers of the United States land offices, by order of the Secretary of the Treasury. 





, GeneraL Lanp Orricer, July 22, 1834. 
» GeytLeMEN: Annexed is a copy of an act of Congress, approved 19th June, 1834, entitled ‘‘An act 
to revive the act entitled ‘An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,’” approved 


May twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty, together with a copy of the former act. 

Ist. The recent act provides, ‘ that every settler or occupant of the public lands, prior to the passage 
of this act, who is now in possession, and cultivated any part thereof in the year 1833, shall be entitled 
to all the benefits and privileges provided by the act entitled ‘An act to grant pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands,’ approved May 29th, 1830, and the said act is hereby revived, and shall 
continue in force two years from the passage of this act, and no longer,” to wit, to the 19th June, 1836. 

2d. The fact of cultivation in eighteen hundred and thirty-three, and that of possession of the land 
applied for on the nineteenth of June, eighteen hundred and thirty-four must be established by the affidavit 
of the claimant, supported by such corroborative testimony of disinterested witnesses as shall be satis- 
factory to you both. The evidence must be taken by a justice of the peace in the presence of the register 
and receiver, wherever convenient, and be in answer to such interrogatories, to be propounded by them, 
as may be best calculated to elicit the truth; and when not convenient for the witnesses to attend before 
the register and receiver, the evidence is to be taken by a justice of the peace, and be in answer to such 
interrogatories, to be propounded by him, as shall be best calculated to elicit the truth. 

The credibility of the testimony is to be certified by the justice of the peace, and by such other per- 
sons of the neighborhood as can certify the same. 

3d. Possession on 19th June, 1834, and cultivation in 1833, are both essentially necessary to the 
conferring of the pre-emption privilege, the absence of either of which requisites will vitiate the claim. 
The building of a mill is a “possession,’”’ but, without actual cultivation, it does not confer the privilege 
under the law. The extent and nature of the cultivation are points concerning which the law is silent. 
The cultivation of a crop of grain, esculent roots, or other vegetables of ordinary culture in the peculiar 
section of the country, is to be regarded as sufficient as respects the requisite of ‘ cultivation,” together 
with the ordinary fence or other suitable enclosure; or, when no crop or product has been taken from the 
land, and it shall appear to your satisfaction that the claimant has, in good faith, made the usual prepara- 
tions for a crop, as, when he shall have cleared ground and enclosed the field, and ploughed the soil 
preparatory to the ensuing seed-time, and with intent to sow or plant, such shall be regarded and taken 
Ps as a sufficient cultivation to entitle him to the benefit of the act. 

The erection of a dwelling-house, for the purposes of habitation, will be regarded as a requisite of 
“possession.” 

4th. The provisions of the act are not available to any person or persons who shall fail to make the 
proof and payment required, before the day appointed for the commencement of the sales of lands, includ- 
ing the tract or tracts on which the right of pre-emption is claimed; nor can the right of pre-emption 
extend to any land which is reserved from sale by act of Congress, or by order of the President, or 
which by law may have been appropriated for any purpose whatsoever. 

5th. Should any tract of land, subject to private entry at the date of the act, be entered at ordinary 
private sale, and a pre-emption claim be duly established thereto within the term of two years from 
the date of the act, the former entry is-‘null and void, and the register and receiver are hereby required 
to make monthly reports of all such interfering sales, designating the tract, date of sale, name of pur- 
chaser, quantity of acres, and purchase money; also, name of pre-emptor and date when satisfactory 
5 proof of pre-emption was admitted. On such reports, orders for repayment will be issued. 

6th. Where a person inhabits one quarter section and cultivates another, he shall be permitted to 
enter the one or the other, at his discretion, provided such occupant shall designate, within st# months 
from the passage of this act, (viz. from 19th June, 1834,) the quarter section of which he claims the pre- 
emption, and file in the office of the register a relinquishment of the right of entry to the other; but in 
all cases where those six months shall expire before the date of the public sale of the township, including 
such claim, the designation and relinquishment must be made prior to the day of such sale. 

7th. Where an improvement is situate in different quarter sections, the claimant is entitled to enter 
such two adjacent legal subdivisions, viz., the east and west half-quarters, as will include his improve- 
ment. 

8th. Where an improvement is situate on a fraction containing less than the quantity of a quarter 
section, such fraction must be taken in lieu of an entire quarter section. Should the fraction contain 
more than the quantity of a quarter section, the claimant will be permitted to take according to the legal 
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subdivisions of such fraction, so as to include his improvements, and obtain the quantity of one hundred 
and sixty acres, as nearly as practicable, without any further subdivision. 

9th. In cases where two or more persons are settled on the same quarter section, the two jirst actual 
settlers who cultivated in 1833, and had possession on 19th June, 1834, are entitled to the right of pre- 
emption. If an equal division of such quarter by a north and south, or cast and west line will not secure 
to each party his improvements, they must become joint purchasers and patentces of the entire quarter sec- 
tion; if otherwise, it will be divided so as to secure to the parties respectively, their improvements; in 
either case, the said settlers shall each be entitled to a pre-emption of cighty acres of land elsewhere in 
said land district, so as not to interfere with other settlers having a right of preference. 

10th. You are requested to make monthly reports of those cases where two persons obtain a pre- 
emption on the same quarter section. 

11th. Transfers of pre-emption rights, prior to the issuing of patents, will not be recognized. 

12th. The act of 20th May, 1830, applied only to lands to which the Indian title was extinguished 
at that date. Wence the right of pre-emption to lands to which the Indian title was extinguished subse- 
guent to that date, can be claimed only in virtue of cultivation in 1833, and possession on 19th June, 1834. 

13th. In making your usual returns to this office, you will, in all cases of purchases under this act, 
designate them by marking on the returns the certificate of purchase and receipt thus: ‘ Pre-emption, act 
of 1834.” Separate returns, and a distinct serics of numbers for pre-emption “ receipts’? and “ certifi- 
cates,” are not admissible. 

14th. Inasmuch as the ordinary private entry of lands, subject thereto at the date of the act, must 
be permitted to proceed at the hazard of interfering with the pre-emption claims which may be established 
within the two years allowed by the act, it is indispensably necessary, by way of precaution, to require cach 
applicant at private sale to file with his written ‘ application” an affidavit to the following effect, to wit: 

“T do solemnly swear (or affirm) that, since the first day of January, 1834, viz., on or about the 

day of ———, I personally inspected the tract of land designated in the annexed application, 
viz., the — quarter of section No, ———, in township No. —, of range No, ———, in the dis- 
trict of lands subject to sale at —, and that there was not, at the time, any person residing thereon, 
or cultivating the same; and I do not believe that any pre-emption right exists thereto, cither under the 
act of 29th May, 1830, or that of 19th June, 1834.” 

In case the party applying to purchase did not personally inspect the tract, he may be permitted to 
file, in the above form, the oath, or affirmation, of any person who alleges to have made such personal 
inspection; and, in all cases, you must be satisfied of the credibility of such testimony. 

15th. Where the occupant alleges that he is unable or unwilling to pay for a full quarter section, 
he may be permitted to enter the half quarter which shall include his improvements, to be either the cast 
or west half of such quarter, the divisional line running north and south, in the mode prescribed by the 
act of 24th April, 1820; but in such case he will be required to file a relinquishment of his further right 
of pre-emption for the quantity authorized by the act. 

16th. You are each entitled by law to receive from the party interested a fee of fifty cents on cach 
case of pre-emption admitted under the act. 

17th. The evidences adduced in support of pre-emption rights admitted under this act, and also the 
oaths required of purchasers at ordinary private sale, are to be carefully enclosed in the appropriate cer- 
tificates of purchase, and transmitted therewith to this office, accompanied by your joint certificate as to 
the credibility of the witnesses. 

The evidences adduced in support of cases not admitted, are to be carefully filed in the register’ s office, 
with suitable endorsements thereon. 

18th. By the 3d section of the act of 19th June, 1834, persons residing on the public lands, and ecul- 
tivating the same, prior to the year 1829, but who were deprived of the advantage of the act of 29th May, 
1830, by reason of the construction given to the same by the Secretary of the Treasury, are authorized to 
enter, at the minimum price, one quarter section of the public lands within said land district. This pro- 
vision can be available only to those whose right to a pre-emption in virtue of cultivation and possession 
prior to 1829 shall be established by satisfactory proof; and who, from any cause originating in the 
restrictions and limitations imposed by the Secretary of the Treasury, which have not had a remedy by 
the act of 14th July, 1832, or that of 2d March, 1833, have been deprived of the advantages of the act of 
1830. When such cases shall be presented, you will specially report them, with all the testimony, for 
the decision of the department. 

19th. Where floating rights to eighty acres are granted under this act, they must be located and 
paid for at the time of entry of the tracts on which such floating rights accrue, 

In the execution of the act, the utmost vigilance and diligence, on your part, are requisite to detect 
fraud, and determine the character and credibility of the testimony. A faithful and impartial discharge 
of your duty are alike essential to protect the government from imposition, and the honest claimant in 











his right. 
I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
, Commissioner. 





P. S.—It will be proper to give publicity to the law, and to these instructions, by distributing copies 
of this circular throughout your land district; for which purpose, a number of copies will be furnished. 
It is also desirable that the newspapers published in your district should gratuitously publish the same, 
for the information of the community. 

The forms of journal and ledger now used by the register and receiver will be discontinued from and 
after the Ist of October next. A form of ledger, to be substituted by the receiver, will be furnished as 
soon as practicable. 


AN ACT to revive the act entitled ‘*An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,?’ approved May 29, 1830. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That every settler or occupant of the public lands, prior to the passage of this act, who is now 
in possession, and cultivated any part thereof in the year one thousand eight hundred and_ thirty-three, 
shall be entitled to all the benefits and privileges provided by the act entitled ‘‘An act to grant pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands,’’ approved May twenty-nine, one thousand eight hundred 
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and thirty; and the said act is hereby revived, and shall continye in force two years from the passage of 
this act, and no longer. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, where a person inhabits one quarter section and cultivates 
another, he shall be permitted to enter the one or the other, at his discretion: Provided, such occupant 
shall designate, within six months from the passage of this act, the quarter section of which he claims 
the pre-emption under the same, 

Sec. 38. And be it further enacted, That all persons residing on the public lands, and cultivating the 
same, prior to the year cighteen hundred and twenty-nine, and who were deprived of the advantages of 
the law passed on the twenty-ninth May, eighteen hundred and thirty, by the constructions placed on 
said law by the Secretary of the Treasury, be, and they are hereby, authorized to enter, at the minimum 
price of the government, one quarter section of the public lands within said land district. 

Approved Jnne 19, 1834. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 


AN ACT to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That every settler or occupant of the public lands, prior to the passage of this act, who is now 
in possession, and cultivated any part thereof in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, 
shall be, and he is hereby, authorized to enter with the register of the land office for the district in which 
such lands may lie, by legal subdivisions, any number of acres not more than one hundred and sixty, or a 
quarter section, to include his improvement, upon paying to the United States the then minimum price of 
said land: Provided, however, that no entry or sale of any lands shall be made, under the provisions of 
this act, which shall have been reserved for the use of the United States, or either of the several States 
in which any of the public lands may be situated. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That if two or more persons be settled upon the same quarter sec- 
tion, the same may be divided between the two first actual settlers, if, by a north and south, or east and 
west line, the settlement or improvement of cach can be included in a half-quarter section; and *. such 
case the said settlers shall each be entitled to a pre-emption of eighty acres of land elsewhere in said land 
district, so as not to interfere with other settlers having a right of preference. 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That, prior to any entries being made under the privileges given 
by this act, proof of settlement or improvement shall be made to the satisfaction of the register and 
receiver of the land district in which such lands may lie, agreeably to the ruleseto be prescribed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for that purpose; which register and receiver shall each be 
entitled to receive fifty cents for his services therein; and that all assignments and transfers of the right 
of pre-emption given by this act prior to the issuance of patents shall be null and void. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not delay the sale of any of the public lands of 
the United States beyond the time which has been or may be appointed for that purpose by the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation; nor shall any of the provisions of this act be available to any person or persons 
who shall fail to make the proof and payment required before the day appointed for the commencement 
of the sales of lands, including the tract or tracts on which the right of pre-emption is claimed; nor shall 
the right of pre-emption contemplated by this act extend to any land which is reserved from sale by act 
of Congress, or by order of the President, or which may have been appropriated for any purpose 
whatever. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and remain and be in force for one year from 
and after its passage. 

Approved May 29, 1830. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 





GeneraL Lanp Orrice, August 28, 1834. 

GentLEMEN: The forms of journal and ledger, heretofore prescribed for the use of your respective 
offices, will be forthwith discontinued in the register’s office, and from and after the 30th day of Septem- 
ber next in the receiver’s office, at which time a new form of “ quarterly account books” will go into 
operation. 

The records of sales and forms hereafter to be used in the register’s office will, with the exception 
of journal and ledger, be as heretofore described, viz., forms of applications, certificate of purchase, 
register of certificates of purchase, tract book, township plats, and the monthly abstract of sales to be 
rendered to this office. 

The forms to be used in the receiver’s office, from and after the 30th September next, will be the 
form of receipt, the register of receipts, the monthly return of register of receipts, to be transmitted to 
this office; the form of monthly account current, duplicates of which are to be rendered, one to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and the other to this office; and the “quarterly account book,” which will 
commence on the Ist of October next. On the last days of March, June, September, and December, the 
columns in the quarterly account book are to be added up, and closed for the quarter; and transcripts 
therefrom are to be rendered to this office for examination and adjustment, on printed blank sheets, cor- 
responding with the form of the book, and with which you will be furnished by this office. 

Herewith is transmitted to the receiver a short illustration of the operation of the quarterly account 
book. 

The vast amount of labor that will be saved to both your offices by dispensing with the journal and 
ledger, is such that no case can now be imagined where any apology for arrears will hereafter be 
sustained. 

In order to ascertain the precise amount of moneys accounted for, on which the receiver is to charge 
his commission of one per cent, and which charge is always to constitute the concluding item in the debit 
of the account, he is to be governed by the following rule, taking the items of the illustrative sheet for 
an example, viz: 
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Add together the items on which the commission is allowable (except the receiver’s own commission), 
viz: Moneys deposited in bank, $10,031.57; compensation for depositing the same, $18.47; military land 
scrip and forfeited land stock, $416; contingent expenses, $33; salaries, $250; register’s commission, 
ees See Ry MN Osos san kes codon od e000 see ebhaewerscesscdnasances CLOTS £9 








To which is to be added the receiver’s commission, as ascertained by the subjoined rule .... 108 82 
Forming the amount accounted for, on which commission is allowed. .......00.0..0005 $10,882 29 





Rule.—Rate of Conimission. 
If 99 : 1 :: $10,773.47 : $108.82, the answer. 


Regulations as to the preservation of township plats, marking the tracts sold, &c. 


Where township tracts have become either mutilated, or so defaced by various marks of sales, relin- 
quishments, forfeitures, resales, &c., as to render it difficult af once to decide with certainty what lands 
remain unsold, the register is required to attach to the plat a sheet or half sheet of paper, (as the 
circumstances may require, ) stout, and of good quality, and of a size sufficient to admit of indicating 
all the tracts in such townships, by their appropriate numbers, which remain unsold on a certain fixed 
day, (viz., Ist day of October, 1834, or any other period after the receipt of this letter of instruction, ) 
and which fact of such lands remaining unsold is to be certified by the register on the paper so attached. 
It may be that, to discriminate between the sold and unsold tracts in some townships where the plats 
are old, and the marks numerous and complicated, will be attended with some trouble, but it must be 
done; and when the examination is once thoroughly made, the exhibit in the mode here intended will save 
much greater trouble hereafter. The paper so attached to the township plat should be divided off into 
four columns, the first to contain the number of the section, and its legal subdivisions, remaining unsold; 
the second column the quantity of acres; the third is to admit of the insertion, hereafter, of the number 
of the certificate; and the fourth, of the name of the purchaser when the sale shall take place. The labor 
as well as expense saved to the register by dispensing with the journal and ledger entries, will abun- 
dantly compensate him for the trouble of placing the plats in the situation here intended, to afford future 
facilities to purchasers, and which is not in anywise intended to interfere with the tract book, which is 
to be most particularly and punctually kept up as heretofore required. 

Instead of the indications of sales heretofore made on the plats by the letters A, P, or S, the register 
is hereby directed, in future, invariably to insert on the plat the figures denoting the number of the cer- 
tificate of purchase, which, corresponding with the number of the application, and that of the receiver’s 
receipt, will be the means of immediate reference to all the particulars of sale in the records. Such 
figuring, however, must be inserted with great accuracy and neatness, so as never to lead to misconcep- 
tion as to their nature, and be so judiciously arranged as never to admit of doubt as to the tract of land 
they are intended to cover, and at the same time should be so distinctly formed as to be immediately 
discriminated from the numbers inserted on the plat by the surveyor general. 

In the marking of the plats a finely pointed pen should always be used. A pen made from the crow 
quill, (such as used by draughtsmen,) or a good steel pen, should always be employed for this purpose. 

In marking the sale of subdivisions of fractional sections, which are indicated by red lines on the 
plats, no doubt can arise as to the tract the figures intend to indicate; but in marking minute subdivi- 
sions of entire sections, which are not subdivided on the plat, the greatest caution is necessary to pre- 
vent mistakes. In marking the sale of a quarter-quarter section, 1 would recommend that you first 
indicate the subdivision intended by red dotted lines, within which the figures are to be inserted: the same 
mode to be observed in marking the sale of a half-quarter section. In some cases it may be most judi- 
cious as well as convenient to make the figures lie from south to north, in others from west to east. 

It is represented that in some offices the plats have been greatly impaired by improper handling, or 
in consequence of registers permitting copies to be taken by purchasers or others. Registers are hereby 
positively forbidden from permitting copies to be taken, either by purchasers or others, or from permitting 
plats to be ever handled by purchasers under any pretext whatever. The continual and unnecessary 
fingering of those important documents, by soiled hands, in a very short time tends to their inevitable 
obliteration; and, with a view to afford all the necessary facilities for inspecting plats, without the danger 
of further injury to them from the cause stated, each register is required to procure panes of clear white 
glass for the use of purchasers, one of which is to be always placed over the plat while it is undergoing 
inspection. The great difficulty as well as expense attending the renewal of a set of plats, when once 
destroyed, renders the adoption of this otherwise apparently trivial precaution for their preservation of 
great importance. 

In order to afford every due facility in making references to the township plats, each register should 
provide his office (in case he has not already so done) with a plain pine table on which to display them, 
and which should be furnished with drawers to contain the plats, unless a case has already been provided 
under former instructions to answer the same purpose. If necessary, in the larger offices, fro tables may 
be provided. In whatever receptacle the plats are deposited, they must be locked up, and the register 
must allow no person to have access either to them or the tract book, after the hours of business; and 
the register or his confidential agent must always be present while purchasers are inspecting them. 

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

The Reeisrer of the land office and Receiver of public moneys at 








Circular to the registers and receivers of those land districts which include lands ceded to the United States by 
the Choctaw treaty of the 27th of September, 1830. 
Genera Lanp Orrice, September 24, 1834. 


GentLeMeN: I have to state for your information and government, that, on the 17th instant, the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury decided that “‘it is the opinion of the department that the floating rights of entry 
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granted by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and by the act of the 20th April, 1832, (respecting Jeffer- 
son college,) should be restricted to unimproved lands, unless otherwise directed by the terms of the 
grant; and that they cannot be exercised to the prejudice of settlers and occupants of the public lands, 
claiming a right of pre-emption under the provisions of the act of the 19th June last.” 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 


JOHN M. MOORE, Acting Commissioner. 


Sent to the following individuals, in reply to their inquiries, 27th September, 1834: 

Messrs. Cocke & Rose, Columbus, Mississippi; Edward Sims, Esquire, Columbus Mississippi; A. B. 
Dearing, Esquire, Cedar creek, Lowndes county, Mississippi; Talbot Adams, Esquire, Jamestown, Sump- 
ter county, Alabama; Hon. Samuel W. Mardis, Montevallo, Alabama; Daniel Greene, Esquire, Havana, 
Greene county, Alabama; Robert W. Washington, Esquire, Jamestown, Sumpter county, Alabama; John 
C. Whitsitt, Esquire, Gainesville, Alabama. 





To registers and receivers of the United States land offices—Supplemental instructions under the pre-emption 
law of 19th June, 1834, by order of the Secretary of the Treasury. 
GrNneRAL Lanp Orrice, October 23, 1834. 

GENTLEMEN: In consequence of representations made to the department respecting the operation of 
the third clause of the instructions contained in the circular letter of 22d July last, I have to inform you 
that the Secretary of the Treasury, unwilling to withhold the advantages of the late pre-emption law 
from applicants who may have meritorious and substantial claims to its benefits, and who, by reason of 
circumstances peculiar in their character, have no actual residence on the land claimed, has concluded so 
to modify the instruction complained of, as to admit, as exceptions from the general principle, such cases 
of the character referred to, as, in the exercise of a sound and liberal discretion on your part, shall appear 
from facts, satisfactorily proven, to come within the meaning and intent of the act. ‘The following are 
cited as examples of the cases expressly referred to: 

Where the cultivation may have been made by an unmarried person, without family, boarding and 
lodging with another family resident on a tract adjoining, or in the immediate vicinity of his improve- 
ments; or by a married person living in a similar manner, where there has been actual and bona fide 
intention to reside on the land cultivated, but where the preparation was not complete, or the intention was 
frustrated by unavoidable accident; where the tract cultivated may have been a necessary and integral 
portion of a farm or plantation of an individual residing on an adjoining tract, and where, without the aid 
of the proceeds of such additional cultivation, he could not have maintained himself and family, and con- 
tinued to reside where he did; or where, by reason of the unhealthy location of the lands cultivated, the 
individual may have fixed his residence on a neighboring tract; in all these cases, and others analogous 
in their circumstances and spirit, where the facts are distinctly proven, and where, in the exercise of a 
sound and liberal discretion, you are satisfied that they come within the meaning and intent of the law, 
the third clause of the circular letter referred to, which regards the erection of a dwelling-house for the 
purpose of habitation as a requisite of “‘ possession,” is modified so as to admit the right of entry. 

2d. No pre-emption right to section No, 16, reserved for schools, can be sustained under existing 
laws, nor will the act of 19th June, 1834, admit of a floating right of pre-emption elsewhere, in virtue of 
a settlement and improvement in the sixteenth section. Individual claimants considering themselves 
agerieved, under such circumstances, will have to prefer their claims to Congress. 

3d. Where an individual establishes a right of pre-emption to a fractional section containing less 
than one hundred and sixty acres, or to a half-quarter section, the other half of which was sold previous 
to the date of the act, or to a residuary quarter-quarter of a section, (which residuary quarter-quarter 
must have been made such by locations made under the act of 5th April, 1832, inasmuch as quarter- 
quarters of sections cannot originally be selected as such under the pre-emption law,) in all such cases, 
the fraction, the half-quarter, or the quarter-quarter, is to be regarded as a separate and distinct tract, 
beyond the quantity of which the party can claim no right to locate elsewhere, or on adjoining lands; but 
in cases where two or more individuals are settled on any one such tract, the two jirst actual settlers are 
entitled to enter in their joint names, and each of these two is entitled to receive a floating right to eighty 
acres elsewhere. 

4th. Where A settled on and cultivated a tract of public land in 1833, and prior to the 19th June, 
1834, sold his right to B, who continued to improve and occupy the same on that day, B is regarded as 
entitled to the benefits of the act. 

5th. Where A cultivated a tract of public land in 1833, and had placed B thereon as tenant in posses- 
sion, who continued to improve and cultivate the same on the 19th June, 1834, A is regarded as entitled 
to the right of pre-emption, on due proof of cultivation and occupancy, as required by the act. But in 
case A, prior to the year 1838, had placed a tenant on a tract of public land, who cultivated and pos- 
sessed, agreeably to the tenor of the act, the right of pre-emption is to accrue to the tenant. 

6th. The testimony heretofore required to be taken before a justice of the peace, may also be taken 
before a notary public, or any other officer duly qualified to administer oaths. 

Tth. Where there were more than two actual settlers on a tract, floating rights accrue to the two 

Jirst actual settlers, and to none of the others. 

8th. Quarter-quarters of sections are created only by the operation of the act of 5th April, 1832, 
entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands.” 

The right to enter and make payment for quarter-quarters of sections, (lots of forty acres, ) under the 
act of 19th June, 1834, can be claimed only in cases where residuary quarter-quarters are found to exist 
in a section, they having been created separate and distinct legal subdivisions by the peculiar operation 
of the act of 1832. 

gas While on this subject, I have to mention that, on inspecting the names of purchasers, it is 
apprehended that due caution is not observed by registers, in operating under the act of 1832, which 
provides that no one individual can enter more than eighty acres, in tracts of forty acres. Increased 
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vigilance is strictly enjoined in this respect; and, in order to ensure a strict compliance with the law, the 
register is hereby required to keep an alphabetical list of the names of purchasers of quarter-quarters of 
sections, which list must always be referred to as a check, prior to the admission of entries of land in that 
mode, under the act aforesaid. : 

9th. In cases where individuals have settled on public lands since the passage of the act of 19th 
June, 1834, the form of affidavit prescribed in the 14th clause of the circular letter of 22d July last, may 
be varied to suit the peculiar circumstances of such case, by striking out the words “and that there was 
not, at that time, any person residing thereon, or cultivating the same;” and inserting, in licu thereof, all 
the facts in the case as they are found to exist. 

10th. Military land scrip cannot, under existing laws, be located on any public lands settled or occu- 
pied, “ without the written consent of such settlers or occupants as may be actually residing on said lands at 
the time the same shall be entered or applied for.” Such settlement or occupancy, therefore, although it 
may or may not have reference to any existing pre-emption privilege, is a bar to the location of the scrip, 
without the written consent of the settler or occupant. The form of the affidavit prescribed for such cases 
by the circular letter of 2d October, 1833, will substantially remain unaltered; but in cases where indi- 
viduals are desirous of locating scrip, it is not deemed necessary to require from them two separate 
affidavits—one under the circular of 2d October, 1833, and another under the 14th clause of the circular 
of 22d July last; but the substance of both these forms may be incorporated into one affidavit. 

11th. Payment is to be required in all cases arising under the late pre-emption law, at the time the 
right of entry is admitted. In cases arising under the third section, or in such as may be of doubtful 
character, and which you may deem it necessary to refer for the decision of the department, payment will 
not be required until a favorable decision is communicated. Meanwhile, the land claimed is to be 
withheld from sale. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


P. S.—It has been the usual practice of this office to acknowledge the receipt of the monthly and 
quarterly returns. Henceforward, that practice, which consumes time, and creates unnecessary labor will 
be discontinued. If returns are not promptly rendered, the reason of the delay will be promptly 
demanded. 

The register is requested to report to the surveyor general, lists of such township plats as require’ 
renewal, in consequence of mutilation or defacement, and also to forward to this office a copy of such 
report. 
The “quarterly account book,” described in the circular letter of 28th August last, for the use of 
receivers, and also a supply of printed blanks, for making quarterly returns to this office (in lieu of the 
form of quarterly accounts heretofore in use), have both been forwarded by mail some weeks since. 





GeNERAL Lanp Orricr, November 15, 1834. 
GENTLEMEN: You are requested to suspend from public sale, or private entry, or pre-emption rights 
alleged under the act of 19th June, 1834, such lands as are proposed to be selected by Indian chiefs, on 
floating rights arising under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, of 27th September, 1830, and report to 
this office the fact of your having so done, accompanied by all the testimony in reference to pre-emption 
rights alleged to such lands under the act aforesaid. 
Iam, &c., &c., ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
To the Reeister and Receiver of the land office at Chocchuma, Columbus, Mount Salus and Augusta, 
Mississippi, and Tuscaloosa, Demoplis, and St. Stephen’s, Alabama. 





GeneRAL Lanp Orricr, December 5, 1834. 


GentLeMEN: I herewith transmit, for your information and government, a copy of a letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dated 18th ultimo, on the subject of locating floating rights, secured to certain 
Indians by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

You are requested to apprise this office of all pre-emption claims, alleged to lands located under the 
floating rights of the description referred to, and transmit the testimony adduced in support thercof, as 
required by my letter of the 15th ultimo, accompanied by your opinion as to the merits of each case. 

Iam, &c., &c., 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 

To the Recister and Recetver at Mount Salus, Augusta, Chocchuma, and Columbus, Mississippi, St. 
Stephen’s, Tuscaloosa, and Demopolis, Alabama. 





War Departvent, January 13, 1835. 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit herewith, a report from the chief engineer, enclosing copies of — 
certain circulars, being all that can be furnished by this department, in answer to the resolution of the 
House of Representatives of the 8th instant. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, LEW. CASS. 

The Preswent of the United States. 
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Enerneer Department, Washington, January 12, 1835. 

Sir: Ihave the honor to return the resolution of the House of Representatives of the Sth instant, 
referred by you to this office, with copies of all circulars addressed, since the 30th of June last, to the 
officers disbursing under this department. 

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
R. E. LEK, Lieut. of Engineers and Ass’t Chief Engineer. 

Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
































' 
EnGinEER Department, Washington, August 6, 1834. 

Sir: It is required that the annual estimate of funds for carrying on the operations under your 
charge, as an officer of this department, during the year 1835, and the annual report of their progress 
during the year ending the 80th of September, 1834, shall be transmitted in time to admit of their being 
received here by the 20th day of October next. 

The statement accompanying your annnal report, must particularly exhibit the amount of funds, if 
any, that will be required to be drawn from the balance remaining in the Treasury, on account of your 
work, on the 30th of September, for the purpose indicated by the several heads of the subjoined forms: 

List of balances ne appropriation on the 30th September, 1834. 
i - | 
Heads of appro- | Balance onthe | Amount to be Amountrequired) Amount which| Amount — which 
priation, 30th of Sep-| expended in’ to complete the | will not be re-| will not be re- 
tember, 1834 | the 4th quar-; service of the quired at any} quired <¢ all, 
ter of 1854. present year,  timeforthepre- | and which may 
| thoughnotcall- | sent year, and | therefore be car- 
| ed for. | which may be| ried to the sur- 
| applied to the | plus fund. 
| service of next 
| | year. 
| 
A strict compliance with the above is expected. 
I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ENGINEER Department, Washington, August 21, 1834. 

Sir: In accordance with the requirements of a circular just received from the War Denecenent, you 
will furnish, with your annual report, an estimate of the funds necessary to complete the works under 
your charge. This is in addition to the information called for by the department circular, dated 6th 
instant. 

Very respectfully, I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
) ENGINEER Department, Washington, August 21, 1834. 


Sr: The following named banks having been selected by the Sienna of the Treacy as deposi- 
tories of the public money, the same course will be observed in reference to them as is prescribed for the 
banks named in the circular from this department, dated October 12, 1833, viz: 

The Moyamensing Bank, at Philadelphia. 

The Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of Michigan, at Detroit, Michigan. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 





EncinEEr Department, Washington, September 18, 1834. 


Sir: The following named banks having been selected by the Secretary of the Treasury, as deposi- 
tories of the public money, the same course “will be observed in reference to them as is prescribed for the 
banks named in the circular from this department, dated October 12, 1833, viz: 

The Louisville Savings Institution, at Louisville; 

The Mechanics and Farmers’ Bank of Albany; 

The Bank of Augusta, at Augusta, Georgia; and 

The Commercial Bank, at Cincinnati. 

The ‘ Bank of Louisville’ has been discontinued. 

Very respectfully, sir, your obedient ‘servant, 


























































558 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1288, 





receiver of public moneys for the district of lands sub- 


The United States in account current with ———, 
, for the quarter year commencing on the 1st 


ject to sale at ———, in the State (or Territory) of 
day of October, and ending on the 31st day of December, 1834. 


Dr. 


| | Items on which | 

the receiver is | 
Date. In what way accounted for. allowedacom- | 
| mission of one 
per cent. 


1834. October 1.. | To repayment to Samuel Bush, being the purchase money for the northeast _ 
quarter of section 7, township 9, range 3, erroneously entered, as per 
order of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated 20th Sep- 

Hi tember, 1834. Voucher No. 1.cccc. cece cccccccs cccccccescceecce ce 

i Amount of cash on hand on 2d October, 1834, deposited in the Bank 

H | of > as per certificate of deposit, dated No; Qi ses eue seen $10,031 57 


$200 00 








COMPENSATION FOR DEPOSITING. 
Receiver’s per centage for risk incurred in depositing the aforesaid sum of 
$10,031.57, being the 100th part of one per cent for every ten miles of 
distance between the land office and place of deposit, 75 miles ...- $7 52 


Compensation for traveling, partly by water, 120 miles going and > 





o 


returning, at six cents per Mile.......seeeeceerer cece cceece 


72 
Partly by land, 30 miles going and returning, at 124cents permile.. 3 7 


4) 


18 47 





| Amount of military land scrip received during the quarter, as per certifi- 
Cates transmitted. oo... ccceercrcces cesses cece cveescesscss cess sssces | 88 


| 
Amount of forfeited land stock received during the quarter, as per certifi- | 
30 43 | 


a 
co 
~~ 


cates transmitted. .oeeeseccees A SE LT PT EEE oT eo 








| CONTINGENT EXPENSES. 
15.. | R.A. Ellis’s bill for paper. Voucher 3 ..cesssecececceeeceseeee $10 00 | 
Thes. Swan’s bills for quills, ink, wafers, sealing wax, tape and 
15 00 | 


1834. Nov. 


1834. Nov. 15.. 
caEnD. | WOEDNPEE: - ho 4skbesos cons sn eases soe Seu R eu esbeses 


| Amount paid for publishing in Gazette, proclamation for | 
land sales, as per order of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, dated pt MOMENICH) D s'si0iv1e 0m ss'0 ise 0s lam oaie's ain esse 8 00 | 





_ 
o 
. 
. 


1834. Nov. 








33 00 
SALARIES. 
Register’s salary for the quarter. Voucher 6...++++ seeoeseeeees S125 00 | 


1834. Dec. 31.. 
Receiver's salary for the Quarter.....sssecceecccecccecccessees » 125 00 


34. Dec. 31.. | 


— 
90 
rs 





| 
250 00 
COMMISSIONS. 

Register’s commission on $2,443.35, entered by him during the quarter. | 
| 
| 
| 

| 


ee 


1834. Dec. 31.. 


WOMENET To ecbricueh aoa ska ss bees seabed eed sues asi e as sean bess. caus 24 43 
Receiver’s commission on $10,882.29, accounted for by him during the 





1834. Dee. 31.. 
QUATLCr. soe eeeecceecreccceceres sree cree aces seer esse eres sseseeeeeres 108 82 





1834. Dec. 31., | Cash on hand, to be carricd to the credit of the United States in new ac- 


DEUDL G5 sass ben eked bee bb on be s8 0Nk 0 OO bb Owe e810 S40 ebb S eked eee bea eee soba eiee se 





| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 




















Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 








Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 
Dec. 

















BALANCES AGAINST 


RECEIVERS OF 








PUBLIC MONEYS. 








| Date of purchase. 
Number of receiv- | 


| 


1834. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
? Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


TN NWN HS eH 
os eS we s eS 


Dee. 3l.. 


| 


er’s receipt. 





2,556 | 


2,557 
2,558 
2,559 


2,560 | 


2,561 


. | 2,562 
. | 2,563 
. | 2,564 
. | 2,565 
. | 2,566 
. | 2,567 
. | 2,568 


2,569 


se | 2,570 
be | oye 
« | 255e2 
« | 250% 
. | 2,574 
oe 2,575 
. | 2,576 | 
» | 2,877 | 
2,578 | 


23p Coneress. | 


Tract purchased. 


By whom purchased. | 


Section, or part of. 


| 
| 
| 


Balance of cash on | 
hand at the end of 
last quarter, bro’t , 


Jacob Loose, jr... 


Russel Clark....... | 
William Filkins.... 
Erastus G. Buck.... 
Gilbert Row.....e+. 


| Nimrod Bush...... 
Lucy Scott. ...esee- 
Jeremiah Scott..... | 


Ebenezer Finley.... | 
Joseph Dickerson... | 
Daniel Minor....... 


Philo Seeley .....+- 


Andrew Rogers | 
Jacob G. Mavor ...+ | -E.4S. E. j...33 | 
~E. iN. W. 2..32 


SA) oF ee 


Israel Chapman 
Hiram Hatfield..... 


Reuben Slaytor 


| Township. 


eeoe 


78. 
7S. 
88. 


85S. 
98S. 
48. 
6S. 
5S. 
98. 
58. 
7S. 


58. | 


9S. 
658. 
9S. 
98. 
98. 


8 S. | 
88. | 
9S.) 


9S. 
68. 


| 148. 





ors TI DQ TI DMN WY & © = Ww bb 





: 

) 

= 

| 

= 

é$ | 3 

a0 S 

= 3 

GI 3 

ee & 
Psd 

(7E.| 80 

7E.| 320 

6E. 80 


7 E.| 97.26 


5 E.| 160 


3E.| 40 

6 E.| 40 

1W.| 80 
E.| 40 
E.| 80 
E.| 40 
E.| 80 
E.| 80 
E.| 160 
E.| 40 
E.| 40 
E.| 97.42 
E.| 40 
E.| 40 
E.| 40 
E.| 40 
E.| 80 
E.| 80 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





as 


forfeited land 

| Amount received in 
| military scrip. 
Amount of purch 


|; Amount received in | 


| Price per acre. 





2) 
= « 


en ee a ee eee ee 
or an 





e 


money. 


$9,849 


100 
400 
100 
121 
200 

60 

50 


121 


50 
75 0 
50 
100 
100 





1,874.68 | 


| $30 43 $385 57 | $12,292 





| Price per acre. 


Hon. Joun Beut, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


RECAPITULATION. 


| Amount receiv- | Amount receiy- 
ed in forfeited 
land stock. 


scrip. 
erccvccccece 
cece ecee cece 


eeee cess asee 


No. 1289. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 13, 1835. 


Amount of pur- 
ed in military 





[2p Sesston, 


LIST OF BALANCES AGAINST RECEIVERS OF PUBLIC MONEYS ON ACCOUNT OF THE 
SALES OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


Treasury Department, Comptroller's Office, January 13, 1835. 
Sir: I have the honor to transmit, herewith, the following list of balances against receivers of public 
moneys on account of the sales of public lands which have remained due, or unsettled on the books of the 
Treasury, for more than three years prior to the 30th September, 1834. 
With great respect, your obedient servant, 


JOS. ANDERSON, Comptroller. 





PUBLIC LANDS. 


[No. 1289. 





List of balances due by receivers of public moneys, on account of sales of public lands, which have remained 
due or unsettled on the books of the Treasury for more than three years prior to September 30, 1834. 











District. Name of receiver. Amount. Remarks by the Solicitor of the Treasury. 


| 
|Remarks by the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasury. 





$9,909 26 





Steubenville, Ohio. ..| Peter Wilson....--- 


1827, for $9,909.26. His estate was sold 


15th May, 1830, for the sum of 


U.S. agent, &c. 


Since the date of the judgment against the 
principal the sum of $2,059.28 has been de- 
posited to the credit of the Treasurer of the 
United States. 


. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Judgment against the principal at July term, | 


under execution by the marshal, on the | 
$2,423.11. 

Of thissum, property to the amount of $1,590 | 
was purchased by the district attorney, as | 
The suits against hissure- | 
ties, Myers and Campbell, are still pending. | 





Claims further credits. 
Directed to forward 
vouchers. 

Claims further credits. 

| Directed to forward ‘ 
vouchers. 


Cincinnati, Ohio...../ Moses Dawson....-. tees A ence praia 
| | 

Delaware, Ohio ....-| Horton Howard..... eee re eke ei een feet S A Gls ho cloned cen ded 

Fort Wayne, Indiana Joseph Holman.....| 4,721 42 | guit ordered August 18, 1830, for $4,721.42. | 


Judgment at November term, 1830, for 
$4,980.07, and the money paid to the clerk 
| yP 

in open court. 
| | U.S. district court for the district of Indi- 
ana, advised, by letter, dated April 16, 
| 


| at Louisville, Ky., subject to the order of 
| the district court of Indiana. The district 
| attorney has been written to, to cause the 
| 


money to be deposited to the credit of the | 


Treasurer of the United States. 

Suit ordered October 13, 1825, in the district 
of Kentucky, against all the parties to the 
bond, for $10,403.45; but was reduced by 


Jeffersonville, Ind...| Charles M. Taylor.. 5,738 80 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


subsequent settlements, up to July, 1827, to | 
Judgment at May term, 1829, | 


$5,738.80. 
for $5,738.80, with interest from the 6th 
October, 1826, till paid. 
hands of the marshal. 


Execution stayed 


Henry Hurst, Esq., clerk | 


1831, that he had made a deposit of $4,900 | 
in the office of the Bank of the United States | 


Execution in the | 





against Wordon Pope and others, sureties | 


in this case, January 23, 1834, in conse- 

quence of their having a petition before Con- 

gress for relief. 

1854, to $4,276.93. 

Andrew P. Hay .... 5,046 72 

| and sureties, for $6,919.72. 


Jeffersonville, Ind... 
Judgment No- 


vember term, 1830, for $7,568.55, with in- 


| terest from December 18, 1830, till paid. 


perty beyond the reach of the government; 
and if any property should be given up by 
them, to cause it to be sold ona credit of 


$5,046.72, exclusive of interest. 
9,253 08 


SOSH EHH ESHEHSHHHT SESH EHEHTHEH BH re eHHE EEE 


Vincennes, Indiana .., J. C. S. Harrison... 


| 


| 
Vandalia, Illinois....) Wm. L. D. Ewing... 13,520 41 Suit ordered December 17, 1830, against the | 


principal and his sureties for $17,542.61. 
Balance reduced, by subsequent settlements, 
up to February, 1832, to $13,520.41. Judg- 
ment December term, 1832, against Wm. L. 
D. Ewing, the principal, and E. C. Berry, 
surety, for $15,142.85, with interest from 
5th December, 1832, till paid. 


| 
| 


| 


| 


Suit ordered July 16, 1830, against principal | 


The district attorney was instructed, Sep- , 
tember 10, 1831, to suspend proceedings | 
against John Fishli, one of the sureties in | 
this case, and to file a bill of discovery against | 
the other sureties, who had placed their pro- | 


one, two, and three years. Balance reduced, | 
| by a settlement in December, 1833, to | 


Instructed | 


Balance reduced in June, 


| Allowed eighteen years 
to pay this, per act 
March 2, 1831. 
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District. 


Name of recciver. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


List of balances—Continued. 


Amount. 





Edwardsville, Ilinois | Benjamin Stephenson 


Edwardsville, Illinois | Eml. J. West ++. 


St. Louis, Missouri ..; George F. Strother.. 


Jackson, Misgouri..../ Tunstal Quarles .... 


Opelousas, Louisiana.) Wm. Garrard. .....- 


Opelousas, Louisiana.| Luke Lecassier..... 


N. Orleans, Louisiana.) Nathaniel Cox ..... 


Jackson Court House, 








or Augusta, Miss. | Wm. Barnett....++- 


VOL. VII TlF 





$6,460 41 


142 34 


27,051 64 


1,060 95 


27,230 57 


6,893 95 


4,163 56 


107 85 








Remarks by the Solicitor of the Treasury. 


the district atturney, March 18, 1834, to 
suspend further proceedings on the judgment 
rendered in this case, so long as Ewing, the 
principal, shall continue the payment of 
$2,000 a year, until the whole amount of the 
judgment is satisfied, upon his filing in the 
attorney's office the written assent of all his 
sureties, and paying all costs, &e. 

Suit ordered August 28, 1824, for $255,354.07. 
Balance reduced, in March, 1831, to $6,- 
460.41. Nonsuit June term, 1530, as to 
sureties, upon the plea of non est factum, 
&e. Judgment December term, 1831, against 
Lucy Stephenson, administratrix of Benja- 
min Stephenson, deceased, for $2,725.27, 
the amount of assets in her hands. Execu- 
tion issued, and returned by marshal, ‘* No 
property.” 

Suit ordered August 20, 1833, against the 
principal and sureties for $142.34. West, 
the principal, died insolvent; no representa- 
tive. The suit against the sureties con- 
tinued at May term, 1834. 

Suit ordered April 13, 1826, for $32,830.55. 
Balance reduced, by a subsequent settle- 
ment in December, 1826, to $20,631.86. 
Judgment against the principal, at Septem- 
ber term, 1828, for $26,112.12. The suit 
against the administrator of John Rice 
Jones, surety of Strother, is still pending. 
Balance increased to $27,051.64, including 
interest, up to May 15, 1834, the date of 
last settlement. 

Distress warrant issued in this case, August 
20, 1833, against the principal and George 
F. Strother, his only surety, for the recovery 
of $1,060.95. Principal returned ‘‘ Non est 
inventus.?? Surety not liable under the act 
of 15th May, 1820, the bond bearing date 
April 17, 1820. 

Suit ordered in this case December 2, 1825, 
against principal and his sureties for $27- 
230.57. Cause continued and dismissed at 
August term, 1830, by order of the presiding 
judge, it appearing to the court that the 
process was irregular, &c. The district at- 
torney was instructed, by letter, dated No- 
vember 3, 1830, to renew the suit, which 
has been done. In the attorney’s report for 
September, 1833, he states that no term of 
court has been held in his district since 
August term, 1830. 

Suit ordered September 13, 1825, against the 
principal and his sureties for $12,893.95 A 
payment of $6,000 was made by the district 
attorney April 29, 1528, to the credit of the 
Treasurer of the United States, which re- 
duced the balance to $6,893.95. For this 
last-mentioned balance the suit is still pend- 
ing. Debt considered good. No court held 
in the western district of Louisiana since 
August term, 1830. 

A distress warrant issued in this case, August 
20, 1833, against the principal and John 
Fowles, his only surety, for the recovery of 
$4,163.56. Injunction granted by Judge 
Harper in September, 1833, and the case is 
now pending in the United States district 
court for the eastern district of Louisiana. 


Suit ordered August 18, 1830, against the 








Remarks by the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasury. 
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List of balances—Continued., 


Amount. 








temarks by the Solicitor of the Treasury. 


Xemarks by the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasury. 





Washington, Mias. .. 


Washington, Miss. .. 





James Duncan...+-+- 


Choctaw, Mississippi, ' 


(Mount Salus.) 


St. Stephen's, Ala... 


Cahawba, Alabama . 


Cahawba, Alabama . 


Cahawba, Alabama . 


Sparta, Alabama .... 


Alfred W. MeDaniel| 


Samuel Smith..... 


Jobn Taylor.......- 





Wm. Taylor ....+-: 


Horatio G. Perry... 


Andrew T. Perry... 


James C. Dickson ..| 


| 





$9,590 46 


55 721 


10,548 61 


33,590 92 


11,115 20 


23,350 18 


6,074 41 


bo 


9,755 57 








| 
| 


Writ 
returned by marshal ‘‘ Not found.”? Suit 
dismissed at January term, 1833, at the cost 
of the United States. 


principal and sureties for $107.85. 


A distress warrant was issued in this ease, 
August 20, 1833, against the principal and his | 


sureties, in the district of Mississippi, for 
On the 2d Jan- 
uary, 1834, another warrant, against the 


the reeovery of $9,590.46. 


prin ipal only, was transmitted to the Uni- 
ted States marshal at New Orleans. In the 
marshal’s reply, dated January 31, 1834, he 
states that he has arrested MeDanicl under 


the authority of the warrant, and that he, | 


MeDaniel, represents himself to be in pov- 
erty, &c. Indulgence granted to sureties 


till January 1, 1830. 


Suit ordered January 10, 1834, against the 


principal and sureties. No report yet re- 
ceived from the district attorney. 


Suit ordered March 31, 1852, against the prin- 


cipal and sureties for $10,858.86. Balance 
reduced in May, 1833, to $10,548.61. Judg- 
ment January term, 1834, for $4,080.18, 





with interest from March 10, 1834, till paid, | 


and costs. Execution issued. 


Suit ordered in this case, November 10, 1817, 


for $74,188.11. 
sequent scttlements, to $33,590.92. 


at April term, 1820, for the amount then 
to the United States. 
Execution issued. No property found. Diced 


certified to be due 


totally insolvent. 


tofore been returned non sunt inventi. 


Their place of residence has recently been 
ascertained, and, on the 21st January, 1834, 
suits were directed to be instituted against 
them. 


Suit ordered December 2, 1825, for $17,463.24. 


salance reduced, by subsequent settlements 
up to July, 1833, to $11,115.20. Proceed- 
ings suspended from time to time at the re- 
quest of the Hon. William Smith, adminis- 
trator and surety of Taylor. The district 
attorney states that this debt will be col- 
lected. The suit against the administrator 


and sureties still pending. 


Suit ordered July 8, 1829, for $40,570.75. 


William Taylor, the principal, insolvent. 
All his property, real and personal, was sold 
under a deed of trust, for the benefit of the 
United States, on the 23d March, 1830, ona 
credit of one and two years, with interest 
fromday of sale. Proceeds of sale $13,717.58. 
The district attorney has collected and de- 
posited, at sundry times, on account of the 
sales, up to January 2), 1833, the sum of 
$14,869.74, including interest. Balance re- 
duced, in July, 1854, to $23,350.18. The 
suit against D. B. Mitchell, the oniy surety, 


still pending. 


| Suit ordered July 8, 1829, against principal 


and sureties for $6.074.41. Judgment May 
13, 1833, for $5,218.27. Execution issued. 
Marshal's return, ‘‘ No property to satisfy 


the fi. fa.”? 


| Suit ordered April 28, 1828, against principal 





and sureties, in the southern district of Ala- 
bama, for the recovery of $29,755.57. The 
attorney of Alabama advised, by letter of 
December 4, 1528, that Perry, the principal, 


Balance reduced, by sub- | 
' 

Judg- 

ment against the representatives of Smith, | 


The sureties have here- | 
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District. 


{ 
{ 











| David MeCord 


Cahawhba, Alabama... 
| 


Indianapolis, Indiana | Lazarus Noble 


| 
| 
} 
| 


Opelousas, Louisiana.; David L. Todd 


Sparta, Alabama ....; 





Huntsville, Alabama.' John Brahan.. 


j 
| 
| 
| 
| 


John Herbert. . 


¢ 
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List of balances—Continued. 


Name of receiver. | Amount. 


! 
' 








$8,354 12 


saa 31 93 





1,121 98 | 


6,124 93 





Remarks by the Comptrol- 
ler of the Treasury. 





of Mississippi. 


in April term, 1829, for $32,507.95, and in- 
structions given to the marshal to levy on 
negroes, &¢., in possession of one James 
Bush, a brother-in-law of Perry, the princi- 
pal. The marshal declined levying on the 
negroes in possession of Bush, and supposed 
to belong to Perry, without assurance of in- 
demnity, &e. This a-:surance the late agent 
of the Treasury did not feel authorized to 


give. He therefore, in order to adopt some 
course to ascertain the right to the property 
in question, recommended to the district 
attorney, by letter, dated August 12, 1829, 
The district 


attorney advises, by letter of 10th January, 


to file a bill in chancery, &e. 


1830, that he has filed a bill in chancery, 





that a levy was made on the judgment 
against Perry on property in pessession of 
Lush, and that a bond was given for the trial 
of the right of property, and that he has 
little doubt but that it can be proven that 
the property in Bush’s possession was pur- 
chased with money received by Perry for the 
United States, &e. The district attorney, 
in his report of the district court for January 
term, 1831, advises that the bend for the 
trial of the right of property was quashed, 
and execution issued against Andrew T. 
Perry, returnable to June term, 1831. Same 
proceedings in the case of James Bush. Ex- 
ecution for $32,507.75 in the hands of John 
Campbell, marshal of Mississippi, per his 








No report 
The district 


attorney has recently been written to for a 


receipt, dated February 1, 1831. 
yet received from the marshal. 


full report of this case. 

Suit ordered July 8, 1829, for $8,354.12. Me- 
Cord dead. 
atives still pending, in co. sequence of their 


The suit against his represent- 
having petitioned Congress for relief. 


of Indiana made a deposit of $27 in the 
Branch Bank of Louisville, Kentucky, to 
the eredit of the Treasurer of the United 
States, on account of Mr. Noble; and states, 
in his letter of February 6, 1833, that the 
balanee of the elaim has been allowed ina 
settlement at the Treasury. 

Suit ordered July 27, 1830, against the prinei- 

Todd, the 

Ilis estate good, and his 


pal and sureties for $15,095.52. 


principal, dead. 





sureties solvent. Balance reduced, by sub- 


| sequent settlements, to $1,121.98. For this 
| last-mentioned sum suit is still pending. 
Suit ordered April 10, 1827, for 36,124.93. 
December 1827, for 
Balance reduced, by subsequent 


Judgment, term, 
$6,369.93. 
settlemants, to $3,022.62, including interest 


up to March, 1834. 


Claim good. 


eee meee se eee e Feo eeeeesereeeE eeeHeHeeeseee® 


On the 2d January, 1832, the district attorney 


| 
had abseonded with his property to the State | 
Judgment rendered against | 
the principal, in the district of Mississippi, | 











This sum will be passed 
to the credit of Mr. 


Noble, 


by warrant, 


with such 


when covered 
together 
other as, 


upon a revision of his 
accounts, he may be 


entitled to. 


$74,827.33, 


| This debt was originally 
to “secure 


the payment of which 
Mr. Brahan transferred 
to Le Roy Pope and 


others, 


sundry 


lands 


and notes of hand, to 
be appropriated to the 
payment of this debt, 


as will more particu- 
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List of balances—Continued. 

















| | 
Name of receiver. | Amount. Remarks by the Solicitor of the Treasury. Remarks by the Comptrol- 
| ler of the Treasury. 


District. 





larly appear by refer- 
| ring to an agreement 
executed by said Bra- 
| han and his wife and 
his trustees, dated Oc- 
tober 13, 1819. Mr. 
Brahan has since de- 
| ceased, but the debt 
is believed to be safe. 
Jeffersonville, Indiana Wm. H. Hurst Sawed BYGOIR, |, Gosaresecponeceasspecces seseceeseeeeeeeees | Original debt $2,485.89; 
| reduced, by subsequent 


| | 
settlements to $782.87 ; 


| debt considered safe. 
Crawfordsville, Ind..; Israel T. Canby .... 46,433 53 Distress warrants have been issued against the 
principal and his sureties, in different States, 
for the full amount of this claim; and the 
marshals of those States directed to be 
governed by the instructions of F. A. How- 


| 

| 

| ) 

| | ard. Esq., special agent of the United States. 
| | Property of the parties concerned, sufficient 
to satisfy the whole claim, has been levied 
H upon. Samuel Milroy and John Wilson, two 
| of Canby’s sureties, have, as trustees of said 
Canby, made a transfer of his property to 
the United States; in consequence of which 
the United States agent was instructed, on 
the 13th October, 1834, to postpone the s:.le 
of Canby’s lands for one year. 
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EXPOSITION OF THE TREATY WITIL SPAIN OF FEBRUARY 22, 1819, IN RELATION TO 
SPANISH GRANTS OF LAND IN LOUISIANA, BETWEEN THE PERDIDO AND MISSIS- 
SIPPI RIVERS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 14, 1835. 
No, 1.—Erposition of the Florida treaty, by Joseph M. White, Esq. 


The treaty of the 22d of February, 1819, between his Catholic Majesty and the United States was 
intended, as declared in the preamble attached to it, ‘to consolidate, on a permanent basis, friendship 
and good correspondence; and to settle and terminate all their differences and pretensions, by a treaty 
which shall designate, with precision, the limits of their respective bordering territories in North 
America.” 

One of these “differences,” thus proposed to be terminated, was of deep interest, long standing, 
and protracted negotiation, relating to the boundaries between Louisiana and West Florida. The con- 
flicting ‘‘ pretension” of each power was to the jurisdiction and dominion of the territory lying between 
the Mississippi and Perdido rivers; and the object of this treaty, as recited, was to designate and settle 
this question of limits. 

The controversy grew out of the extent of the Louisiana cession in 1803, after that colony was ceded 
by his Catholic Majesty, in a secret treaty of San Ildefonso, dated the Ist of October, 1800, to the French 
republic; and after the delivery of the province, by the Spanish commissioners Don Manuel Salcedo and 
the Marquis of Casa Calvo to the French prefect Lausat, and by him, under the subsequent cession of 
1803, with the same designated limits, to the United States, the latter set up a claim to all the territory 
vast of the Mississippi, as far as the Perdido. This district of country was neither delivered by Spain 
to France, nor by France to the United States, as a part of the Louisiana cession. The colony of Louisi- 
ana was quietly considered and accepted by the authorities of all three governments, with the limits 
designated in the act of delivery, without exception, qualification, or protest. Spain remained in posses- 
sion of West Florida, being all the country east of the Mississippi river, and the island of New Orleans, 
which was neither ceded nor delivered to France by the stipulations of the treaty of San Ildefonso, nor 
by the latter to the United States. 

In 1804 the government of the United States set up a sort of equivocal title to the territory in ques- 
tion, in which they had so little confidence, that, upon the first protest of Spain, they so construed their 
law as to abandon the right to establish a custom house at Mobile. 

In 1805 they created an extraordinary mission to Madrid, to negotiate on the subject, which nego- 
tiation resulted in an entire failure. France and Spain both maintained that this territory was no part 
of the colony of Louisiana, Our negotiators having failed at Aranjuez, in 1805, to satisfy either Don 
Pedro Cevallos or his government, or to convinee Prince Talleyrand, or the First Consul, that there was 
any justice in their pretension, set on foot, in the year 1809, a secret: negotiation with the local authori- 
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ties, to induce them to surrender the province of their royal master. This also failed, and they then 
stimulated an insurrection in the province, and took possession of it, avowedly to put down the rebellion, 
and to hold the territory subject to future negotiations. 

A proclamation was issued in 1810, stating in the preamble the confidence the government of the 
United States had in their title, and that they would take possession of the same, with the explicit 
declaration that “it will not cease to be a subject of fair and friendly negotiation and adjustment.” 

The Spanish authorities remained in possession of this territory from 1803 up to 1810, exercising all 
the rights of jurisdiction and dominion; and granted about one out of the ten millions of acres of 
land. ‘The government, de facto, during the seven years, is a fact which will not and cannot be ques- 
tioned. 

Spain, at the time of this proclamation, was desolated by Napoleon’s army, and his Catholic Majesty 
in duress. I say nothing of the ¢ime selected to seize upon this province. It was alleged to be held 
subject to negotiation, but very soon partitioned out. 

In all the correspondence between the two governments, from 1810 to 1819, Spain solemnly pro- 
tested against that construction of the Louisiana treaty, both at Madrid and at Washington. (See the 
correspondence annexed hereto. ) 

The treaty of 1819 terminated the controversy between the two governments, and definitively set- 
tled the question of jurisdiction and sovereignty. 

The second article is in these words, upon the English side: ‘‘ is Catholic Majesty cedes to the 
United States, in full property and sovereignty, all the territories which belong to him, situated to the 
eastward of the Mississippi, known by the name of East and West Florida.’ The Spanish side is more 
emphatic: * Todos los Territorios que le pertenecen situados al este del Mississippi, cornocidos bajo el 
nombre de Florida occidental y Florida oriental,” known under the name of West Florida: thus designat- 
ing a territory known under the name of West Florida and East Florida. It will be observed that this 
was the cession of territories not east of Perdido, but east of the Mississippi. 

The confirmatory article is coéxtensive with the article of cession. It provides that all claims in 
“the ceded territories shall remain ratified and confirmed.’ The treaty, it has been said, terminat d the 
political question between the two nations. The subordinate question arising between the individual 
grantees, under titles made by the legitimate authorities of the crown of Spain, between the years 1803 
and 1810, whilst Spain remained in possession of this territory, is now presented for consideration and 
decision. 

If the United States had recognized these titles, as it is believed was the understanding of the con- 
tracting parties, it would have prevented the development in these papers, which for many reasons 
should have been avoided. These claims have not been admitted as yet by the United States, and these 
claimants are obliged to present the question for the legislative and judicial departments of the govern- 
ment. 

If the territory lying between the Mississippi and Perdido rivers was in fact ceded as a part of the 
colony of Louisiana, then Spain had no right to grant any portion of it subsequent to the date of that 
treaty in 1803. If, on the other hand, the United States did not acquire the territory until the Florida 
treaty, then Spain had a right to grant the lands between the years 1803 and 1810. The United States, 
prior to the conclusion of the treaty of 1819, had no other knowledge of the contents of the treaty of San 
Ildefonso than that part of it quoted in the Louisiana treaty. The whole of that treaty is hereto annexed, 
and marked A. Taken in conjunction with the other public papers, never before published in this coun- 
try, marked B, it will explain the object of the contending parties. Prior to 1762, the respective rights 
of Great Britain, Spain, and France were but little understood, either in Europe or in this country. 
Kach power set up the most exorbitant pretensions to territory, founded upon the uncertain and indefi- 
nite title of discovery. 

It was the object of the treaties of 1762 and ’3 to settle their pretensions to colonial aggrandize- 
ment. In the absence of these papers, which distinctly explain the understanding of all the parties as 
to the precise limits of Louisiana and West Florida, the United States have endeavored to establish 
some claim, founded upon this uncertain source of title, to be established by reference to vague maps 
and unauthenticated speculations of geographers, 

It is not deemed necessary to go into these questions. It is enough to establish the fact, that in the 
year 1762 all the territory west of the Mississippi, including the island of New Orleans, was called the 
colony of Louisiana; and all the territory east of that river and the island was called West Florida, 
France ceded Louisiana to Spain, and West Florida to England. France, however, remained in posses- 
sion of Louisiana until 1769. The formal delivery of Louisiana was made on the 21st of April, 1764, 
but Spain could not get possession or exercise jurisdiction until 1769. 

The third article of the treaty of San Hdefonso provides that his Catholic Majesty engages to “ recede 
the colony or province of Louisiana, with the same extent it now has in the lands of Spain, and had while 
in the possession of France.” What was once Louisiana became two colonies in 1762, under different 
names, transferred to different powers. The two colonies, by conquest and treaty, again came under the 
dominion of Spain, but they preserved their separate names and separate governments. 

Louisiana, as it “is now in the hands of Spain,” i. e., In 1800, was not as France possessed it prior te 
1762.) The name and government of West Florida must have been extinguished, and the territory rean- 
nexed to the colony as it then was. France had possessed this colony from 1762 te 1764, before Spain 
signified her acceptance of it, and until 1769, before Spain got quiet possession of it. His Catholic 
Majesty receded the province of Louisiana. It is a perversion of terms to say a recession of a province 
will include another province never ceded by the grantor, but taken by conquest from another power. 
We have in these papers the clear, unsophisticated understanding of France and Spain. It is apparent 
that Spain did not intend, and did not in fact cede to France any portion of territory east of the Mississippi 
in the year 1800. It is shown that France did not receive or claim any portion of this territory under 
that treaty, but subsequent to its date proposed a distinct treaty to acquire it. France could only transfer 
what she had acquired, and no more. 

The negotiation of the treaty on the part of France was confided to Monsieur Barte Marlois, who 
was instructed to consult Prince Talleyrand. The map of Monsieur Marlois shows the extent of the 
cession, as understood by himself and the ministers of the United States. There are numerous maps, 
histories, papers, and documents going to establish this view of the subject. It is unnecessary to refer 
to them. It is too clear for argument. The United States never had a legitimate claim to this territory 
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until 1819. The question then arises as to the titles to be confirmed within the ceeded territories. This 
requires an examination into the principles of international law applicable to the construction of this 
treaty. I have said that by the treaty of the 22d February, 1819, Spain ceded the Floridas to the United 
States. 

The latter acquired these provinces and their appendages in full sovereignty, including all public 
grounds and edifices, and all vacant lands which were not private property.* 

It was stipulated between the high contracting parties, that all grants made by his Catholic Majesty, 
or his lawful authorities, before the 24th of January, 1818, in the ceded territory, should remain confirmed 
and acknowledged in the same manner as they would have been if the province had continued under the 
dominion of his Catholic Majesty.t Further time was given to proprictors who had been prevented from 
fulfilling the conditions of their grants, by the recent circumstances of the Spanish monarchy, and the 
revolutions in Europe. 

The inhabitants of the ceded territory were protected in all their rights, and became citizens of the 
United States.f 

Congress has, from time to time, adopted various legislative provisions for the purpose of preserving 
the national faith, separating private property from the public domain, and securing the individual titles 
intended to be protected by the treaty. 

Commissioners were appointed to examine land claims, with authority to confirm grants not exceeding 
a certain size, and to report those above that limit to Congress. When these commissions were dissolved, 
similar powers were vested in the register and receiver in the land offices. In some instances, an option 
was given to the holders of certain grants to select a league square within their respective concessions, 
upon condition of surrendering the residue by deed to the United States. Through these and other means, 
the titles of the smaller proprietors have, for the most part, been definitively adjusted, and the larger 
claims alone remain for settlement. These, Congress, by act of 23d May, 1828, authorized the courts of the 
territory to hear and determine, with an appeal to the Supreme Court of the United States. Several 
eases have been adjudicated in the courts below. Decisions have been pronounced, not easily recon- 
cilable, if not at total variance with each other; appeals have been taken, and the questions discussed 
are now before this court, whose judgment is decply interesting, not mercly to the parties on the record, 
but to the numerous other suitors whose rights, or supposed rights, depend on similar principles, 

One or two considerations of a general nature may here, it is presumed, be not inappropriately intro- 
duced. Those who represent the interests of the United States in some of the cases before the court 
have thought proper to assume, as one ground of defence, that the confirmation or rejection of these 
titles is matter essentially of executive or legislative cognizance, and addresses itself exclusively to 
their discretion. The question they urge is a political, not a judicial one, and is equally unfit to be sub- 
mitted to, and incapable of being decided by a court. Waiving all considerations of the hardship and 
mockery of referring claimants under a treaty to a tribunal incompetent to afford them redress, forbearing 
to touch on the indecorum of a construction which attributes to Congress an act of futile or deceptive 
legislation, it will be cnough to say that this interpretation, it is believed, has been once considered and 
rejected.§ 

The argument, indeed, amounts to little more than this—we have bound ourselves to do what Spain 
would have done; what that is, we know not; and having referred the question to those who cannot 
decide it, we will therefore do nothing. Perfidy often wears the mask of subtlety, as well from shame 
as cowardice; but it is seldom that the counselors of bad faith, if they condescend to argue at all, are 
satisfied with a defence so feeble. 

The act of Congress requires the court to examine and decide upon these claims in conformity with 
the law of nations, the treaty, and the laws of Spain. 

It is proposed to consider the subject in reference to cach of these several rules of decision. 

First. The law of nations. 

It is conceived that, according to the mitigated rights of war, as now well understood and settled 
by international law, the lands of individuals are safe even after conquest:|] much less can a cession, of 
itself, destroy private rights. Absolute or perfect grants, it is believed, would be proteeted by the law 
of nations, independent of the treaty. Some legislative recognition of their validity might indeed be 
necessary to sustain a suit upon them in our courts, but the national obligation to respect them could 
hardly be denied. It is in behalf of concessions or inchoate grants that the stipulations of the treaty 
were most requisite and important. To the acts of the Spanish government in this respect, not merely 
the authority of res adjudicala, such as belongs to all foreign sentences and decrees, was given by the 
treaty; its effect was to make binding on us all that would have been valid against Spain, and to oblige 
us to complete whatever she, in good faith, had begun, but left unfinished. 

A detailed examination of the maxims of customary international law, as they would bear upon the 
rights of proprietors of land in Florida, is not called for in the presence of an express treaty stipulation ; 
and, in referring to the law of nations as a rule of decision for the courts, Congress, perhaps, had more 
expressly in view such part of it as relates to the interpretation of treaties. This will be more con- 
venicntly considered under another head. 

Secondly. The treaty. 

This instrument, it is contended, should be most liberally construed. Its interpretation is to be 
sought in the motives and policy of the parties; im their words and in their acts. The leading objects 
of the United States were, to procure a more convenient and secure frontier; to command the Gulf of 
Mexico, the outlet of a large portion of their commerce; to obtain indemnity for their merchants, and to 
secure themselves against the annoyance they must naturally expect from Florida, in the hands of an 
enemy or a false or feeble neutral. It is notorious that, for more than a century, this territory had been 
a constant source of injury, jealousy, and vexation to the adjoining colonies and States. The colony of 
Georgia was founded as a barrier against the cneroachments of the Spaniards; and the refuge and 
encouragement afforded by the latter to absconding slaves, hostile Indians, and other incendiaries, was 
a continual cause of complaint, from the settlement of Carolina to the Seminole campaign, In examining 
the interests and duties of the United States in connection with this subject, it is not as landed proprictors 
alone that we must regard them. The rage for new settlements, indecd, makes this the chief point 


*Article 2d. tArticle Sth. fArticles 5th and 6th. §Soulard’s case, 4 Peters. || Vattel, b. IIT. ¢. 15, see. 200. 
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among the people, and greatly increases the prejudices against the large grants; but the court is far 
above the contagion of their example. 

To consider the cession of Florida merely as a land-jobbing transaction, would be doing great injus- 
tice to the liberal and enlightened policy which sought this valuable acquisition, with steady calmness, 
through so long a course of evasion and delay. Yet its value, even in that point of view, is not unworthy 
of notice. Thirty-five millions and a half of acres, of which, up the 30th of June, 1828, but little more 
than a million and a half had been granted or sold,* will surely, after making a most liberal allowance 
for the satisfaction of unsettled land claims, more than refund to us the five millions paid to our own 
merchants. Computing but thirty millions at the minimum price to which it is proposed to reduce the 
refuse lands, the United States will receive back their principal from the soil, and obtain the sovereignty 
for nothing. 

It is admitted that, in the cession of a province, the disposition of the inhabitants and their effects 

is a question of policy between the parties. To divest them of their rights of property is, however, in 
modern times, an unheard of cruelty. Usually the option is allowed them of becoming subjects of the 
new government, or of selling their estates, and removing within a specified period. Such were the 
terms of cession of this very province from Spain to Britain in 1763, and from Britain to Spain twenty 
years afterwards. It will be borne in mind by the court that population rather than soil is the want of 
the United States; that their policy as to naturalization is as liberal as that which the wisest modern 
philosopher has praised in the greatest of the ancient republics; and that sovereignty, not soil, was the 
great motive for the acquisition. 
Our government, it may safely be affirmed, neither contemplated the expulsion of the ancient inhabi- 
tants, or any injury to their property. The terms held out in the treaty ceding Louisiana, as well as 
that by which Florida was acquired, show that the United States never intended to grasp a barren 
seeptre, and wave it over a dispeopled territory. The inhabitants were made citizens. The province 
was to become a State. Can it be imagined that any rational government would aet so unwisely as to 
receive into their society a large body of foreigners, endow them with civil rights and political power, 
and, after rendering them disaffected, by stripping them of their property, leave to these malco utents 
the protection of an extensive, important, and exposed frontier? ; 

Many of the motives which must have operated on Spain are equally obvious. She naturally wished 
to extinguish demands, the justice of which had been admitted, while their satisfaction had been evaded 
until all the arts of procrastination were exhausted. She might desire to get rid of a useless and expen- 
sive appendage; and she must have foreseen that it would probably be wrested from her as an indemnity, 
if she trifled much longer with our patience. But, in yielding up the inhabitants with the territory, she 
would naturally stipulate most favorably for the people she was about to surrender. She did not intend 
to sacrifice them. Their fidelity to her in every vicissitude, the temptations by which they had been 
assailed, the invasions to which they had been exposed, their sufferings, their constancy, their very help- 
lessness, all pleaded powerfully in their favor, 

In the 8th article, two parties were stipulating for the security and advantage of a third, whom both 
had the strongest reasons to cherish and protect. It is submitted, therefore, with some degree of con- 
fidence, that, so far as the motives and policy of the parties afford a key to the meaning of their words, 
the construction most favorable to the claimants is permitted to, nay, is enjoined upon the court. 

Before proceeding to examine the language of the treaty, a few observations on the rules of inter- 
pretation may, perhaps, be pardoned. Jurors generally admit that all grants, contracts, and stipulations, 
are to be taken most strongly against the grantor.f The words of the party promising are to be regarded 
rather than those of the party to whom the promise is made.{ Other general rules are to be found in the 
works of the most esteemed publicists, and must be familiar to the court.§ Among the rest, that inter- 
pretation which is drawn from the reason of the act is strongly and safely reeommended.|| A special rule 
of construction has, moreover, been deduced from the character of the stipulation itself; hence, the distine- 
tion between things favorable and things odious—a distinction recognized by Grotius and Vattel.¢ The 
difference between the former, and mere acts of liberality prejudicial to the sévercign, is illustrated by 
the last-named author** in such a manner as leaves no doubt to which class the provisions of the eighth 
article belong. 

What, indeed, can be more clearly entitled to rank among things favorable, than engagements be- 
tween nations securing the private property of faithful subjects, honestly acquired under a government 
which is cn the eve of relinquishing their allegiance, and confided to the pledged protection of that 
country which is about to receive them as citizens? 

This brings us to the words of the treaty. There is a difference between the English and the Spanish 
versions of the eighth article. Both are equally originals, but surely the justice and liberality of the 
United States will extend to the claimants the full benfit of either. The first difference is in rendering 
“concessiones de terrenos” as “grants of land.” ~~ Concessiones, it is apprehended, is a term much broader 
than grants, and comprehends all which we, in the technical language of our land laws, might call entries 
or warrants of survey or location. The substitution of lawful, in the English, for legitiémos, in the Spanish, 
will be commented on in another place. The residue of the clause, that those grants shall be ratified and 
confirmed to the persons in possession of the lands, to the same extent that the same grants would be valid, 
&e., is by no means equivalent to the Spanish phrascology. |The latter, fairly rendered, is to this effect: ‘All 
concessions of lands made by his Catholic Majesty, or by his legitimate authorities, before the 24th Janu- 
ary, 1818, in the aforesaid territories, which his Majesty cedes to the United States, shall remain con- 
firmed and acknowledged to the persons in possession of them, (i. e. the concessions, ) in the same manner 
that they would have been if the dominion of his Catholic Majesty over these territories had con- 
tinued.” 

The difference between declaring that these grants shall be ratified and confirmed to the persons in 
possession of the lands, to the same extent that the same grants would have been valid, &c., and saying 








* Reports of Committees, H. R. No. 95, 2d session, 20th Congress. 

¢Cooper’s Justinian, in note 601. 

t Vattel, b. II, ¢. 17, see. 267. 

§ Grotius, b. II, ch. 16, p. 136. Vattel, b. IT, ce. 17, sec. 270. 
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that all concessions of land shall remain confirmed and acknowledged to the persons in possession of 
them, (i. e. the title papers ») in the same manner that they would have bec on, &c., is sufficiently obvious 
and important. The sense is materially different. The English side of the tres ity leaves the ratification 
of the grants executory—they shall be ratified; the Spanish, executed—they shall continue acknowledged 
and confirmed, queradan ratificados. Quedan signifies remain or continue, and in this sense is used in the 
last clause of the same article; guedan anuladas y de ningun valor, remain null, and of no effect. In the 
English, possession refers to the lands; in the Spanish, to the grants. The relative ellas agrees with the 
antecedent concessiones; if it be referred to éferrenos, the relative word would have been ellos. No word 


equivalent to recent is to be found in the Spanish. 

It has been supposed, with little reason, that the eighth article might be interpreted to confer a dis- 
cretion, rather than impose an obligation on the American government. It is one of the admitted rules 
of construction, that interpretations which lead to an absurdity, or render an act null, are to be avoided.* 

The King of Spain can annul a grant made by himself without any allegation of surprise or fraud,, 
simply in virtue of his absolute will and sovereign power. It is too late for us to deny that position; we 
have recognized it by the treaty. The grants to. Alagon, Vargas, and Pufion Rostro, were annulled. By 
the treaty we succeeded to all the rights of Spain; the concessions made by Spain are to continue valid 
to the same extent, &c.; but will it be asserted that, in succeeding to the rights of Spain, we succeed to 
the right of his Catholic Majesty to annul the grants of his subjects? Can it be pretended that the pro- 
visions of the eighth article were designed only to leave all grants, perfect and inchoate, as complete! ly 
at the mercy of the American government as they had been at that of the Spanish monarch? 

In attempting to ascertain the true me: ming of the parties, it is humbly conceived we are not con- 
fined to the language of the treaty. We may look into the negotiations which preceded it. In this 
instance, there is a particular propriety in doing so. ‘As the instrument of ratification, an essential 
part of the whole treaty refers to the history of the negotiation; it lets in the whole of that history, as 
matter to be adverted to, according to all the strictness of legal argument, in reasoning on the construc- 
tion of the claim in question. The matter is thus made capable of being argued as if the question were 
upon an act of parliament, or private deed, reciting the circumstances under “which it was obtained. One 
might, therefore, rest, as elucidating the case, upon all the authorities which establish, with respect to 
private and diplomatic instruments, that, however general and comprehensive particular expressions may 
be, they ought in their effect to be confined to the particular objects the parties had in view. The reports 
of the court of chancery in England, contain a variety of instances as to the restriction of deeds, how- 
ever widely expressed, ‘to the partic ular object of the parties, founded on a review of the circumstances 
under which they were made. (Vide Chalmondly and Clinton.) It is also observed by Vattel, (268, ) 
that we are to interpret a clause in the utmost latitude that the strict and appropriate meaning of the 
words will admit of, if it appears that the author had in view everything which that strict and appro- 
priate meaning comprehends; but we must interpret it in a more liberal sense when it appears probable 
that the author did not mean it to extend to everything which the strict propriety of the terms might be 
made to include.”t 

A short sketch of the negotiations, with some brief extracts and references, will therefore be sub- 
mitted. In January, 1818, the Government of the United States proposed to the Chevalier de Onis to 
terminate all differences on the following terms: 

1. Spain to cede all territory eastward of the Mississippi. 

2. The eastern boundary to be the Colorado. 

3. Claims for indemnities to be referred to commissioners. 

4. The lands in East Florida, and to the Perdido, to be held as security for the indemnities; but no 
grant subsequent to August 11, 1802, to be considered valid. 

5. Spain to be released from the payment of the debts. 

On the 24th October, 1818, Don Luis de Onis proposes to cede the Floridas: ‘ the donations or sales 
of land made by the gov ernment of his Majesty, or by legal authorities, until this time, are nevertheless 
to be valid.§ 

The Secretary of State replies, October 31, 1818, ‘‘ Neither can the United States recognize as valid 
all the grants of land until this time, and at the same time renounce all their claims for indemnity.” He 
adverts to the notice given to the government of Spain, that all the grants lately made within those terri- 
tories, (i. e. to Alagon, Vargas, &¢.,) must be canceled, unless some other adequate fund should be pro- 
vided to satisfy the claims of the United States and their citizens. || 

De Onis rejoins, 10th November, 1818, ‘“ My second proposal has been admitted by your government 

with this modification, that all grants and sales of land made by his Catholic Majesty, or by lawful 
Spanish authorities, in the Floridas, from the year 1802 to the present, shall be null and void. To this 
modification, in its absolute sense, I cannot consent, inasmuch as it is offensive to the dignity and impre- 
scriptible rights of the crown of Spain, which, as the legitimate owner of both the Floridas, had a right 
to dispose of those lands as it pleased; and, further, as the said modification would be produc tive of 
incalculable injury to the bona fide possessors, who have acquired, settled, and improved those tracts of 
land.” 
“The extent of what I can agree to is, that the late grants made by his Catholic Majesty in the 
Floridas, since the 24th of January last, the date of my Grat note, announcing his Majesty’s willingness 
to cede them to the United States , (the said grants having been made with a view to promote population, 
cultivation, and industry, and not with that of alienating them,) shall be declared null and void, in con- 
sideration of the grantees not having complied with the essential condition of the cession, as has been 
the fact.” 

On the 9th of February, 1819, the minister of Spain submitted his project of a treaty. The ninth 
article, answering the cighth of the oe nt treaty, is as follows: 

“Al grants ‘of land made by his Catholic Majesty, or his legitimate authorities, in the aforesaid 
territories of the two Floridas, and others, which his Majesty cedes to the United States, shall be con- 





*Vattel, b. II, c. 17, secs. 282, 304. 
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firmed and acknowledged as valid, excepting those grants which may have been made after the 24th of 
January last year, the date that the first proposals were made for the cession of those provinces, which 
shall be held null, in consideration of the grantees not having complied with the condition of the cession.” * 

On the 13th of February, 1819, the American Sceretary offered his counter project, in which the 
eighth article proposed stands thus: : 

‘All grants of land made by or in the name of his Catholic Majesty in the aforesaid territories, after 
the 24th of January, 1818, shall be held null, the conditions of the said grants not having been per- 
formed by the grantees. All grants made before that date by his Catholic Majesty, or by his legitimate 
authorities in the said territories, the conditions of which shall have been performed by the erantees 
according to the tenor of their respective grants, and none other, shall be contirmed, and acknowledged 
as valid.” ; 

In the minute or protocol of conferences preserved by M. Hyde de Neuville, whose good offices were 
interposed on this occasion, the following entry will be found: 

* Article eighth. The article cannot be varied from what is found in the Chevalier’s project, as the 
object of the last clause therein is merely to save the honor and dignity of the sovereignty of his Catholic 
Majesty. 

“ Note of Mr. Adams thereon. Agreed, with the following explanation; that all grants of land which 
shall not be annulled by this convention, are valid to the same extent as they are binding on his Catholic 
Majesty. 

“ Remarks of M. de Neuville. The Secretary of State observed to me, that the federal government 
would, most assuredly, never entertain the idea of disturbing individuals who were vested with a bona 
Jide title to their property; but, as a treaty ought not to cover fraudulent practices, so no more could be 
asked of the United States than could be offered by his Catholic Majesty; that, being in this case substi- 
tuted for his Majesty, they would scrupulously fulfill their engagements, but that more could not be 
expected of them. 

‘The Secretary of State even proposes, if M. de Onis wishes it, that the article shall be inserted in 
the treaty as proposed by the minister of Spain, on condition that the above explanation shall be given 
in the form of a note. The federal government, unwilling to leave anything in a state of doubt or uncer- 
tainty, only wish to place on the most secure footing whatever is just and honorable, and is at the same 
time perfectly satisfied that his Catholic Majesty neither asks nor wishes more.”} 

The cighth article was finally inserted as it at present stands, but doubts arising whether the recent 
large grants were effectually excluded by the words of the treaty, Mr. Adams writes to the Chevalier de 
Onis on the 10th March, 1818, that it was distinctly understood that the grants to Alagon, Vargas, and 
Puiion Rostro, were all annulled by the treaty, as much as if they had been specifically named, and that 
they will be so held by the United States.§ 

Mr. Adams, on the 14th July, 1819, submits to M. De Neuville the following observations on the eighth 
article: ‘‘M. De Neuville’s particular attention is requested to the difference between the two projected 
articles, because it will recall particularly to his remembrance the point upon which the discussion con- 
cerning this article turned. By turning to the written memorandum, drawn up by M. De Neuville himself, 
of this discussion, he will perceive he has noted that M. De Onis insisted that this article could not be 
varied from what was contained in the Chevalier’s project, as the object of the last clause therein was 
merely to save the honor and dignity of the sovereignty of his Catholic Majesty.” j 

It was then observed by Mr. Adamns, that the honor and dignity of his Catholic Majesty would be saved 
by recognizing the grants prior to the 24th of January, as “ valid to the same extent as they were bind- 
ing on his Catholic Majesty;’’? and he agreed to accept the article as drawn by M. De Onis, with this 
explanation. (See M. De Neuville’s memorandum.) It was on this occasion that M. De Neuville observed, 
that, if the grants prior to January 24, 1818, were confirmed only to the same extent that they were bind- 
ing on the King of Spain, there were many bona fide grantees of long standing, in actual possession of 
their grants, and having actually made partial settlements upon them, but who had been prevented by 
the extraordinary circumstances in which Spain had been situated, and the revolutions in Europe, from 

fulfilling all the conditions of their grants; that it would be very harsh to leave these persons liable to a 
forfeiture, which might, indeed, in rigor, be exacted from them, but which very certainly never would be 
if they had remained under the Spanish dominion. It will be remembered by M. De Neuville how 
earnestly he insisted upon this equitable suggestion, and how strongly he disclaimed for M. De Onis 
every wish or intention to cover, by a provision for such persons, any fraudulent grants. And it was 
then observed by M. De Neuville, that the date assumed, of 24th of January, 1818, was not sufficient for 
guarding against fraudulent grants, because they might be easily antedated. It was with reference to 
these suggestions of M. De Neuville, afterwards again strenuously urged by M. De Onis, that the article 
was finally modified as it now stands in the treaty, declaring all grants subsequent to 24th January, 
1818, absolutely null, and those of prior date valid to the same extent only that they would have been 
binding on the King, but allowing to bona jide grantees in actual possession, and having commenced 
settlements, but who had been prevented by the late circumstances of the Spanish nation and the revolu- 
tions in Europe, from fulfilling a/ the conditions of their grants, time to complete them. It is needless to 
observe, that, as these incidents do not apply to either of the grants to Alagon, Pufion Rostro, or Vargas, 
neither of these grants is confirmed by the tenor of the article as it stands; and that it is perfectly imma- 
terial, in that respect, whether they were dated before or after the 24th of January, 1818, it being 
admitted on all sides that these grants were not binding upon the King, conformably to the Spanish laws, 
The terms of the article accord precisely with the intentions of all the parties to the negotiation and the 
signature of the treaty. If the dates of the grants are subsequent to the 24th of January, 1818, they 
are annulled by the date; if prior to that date, they are null, because not included among the prior grants 


confirmed. || 
From all these documents the clear inference is, that the great subject of anxiety with our negotiator 
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was the large grants to Alagon, Vargas, and Pufion Rostro. It was against them almost alone that the 
article was directed. The American Government, indeed, at one time, proposed to carry the date back 
to 1802, by which means they would have excluded the claims of Forbes, Arredondo, and others, with 
whose existence there is every reason to believe they were perfectly well acquainted, But this pretension 
was speedily abandoned. If there appeared a distinct declaration on the part of the American Govern- 
ment that the sole object of the cighth article was to exclude the grants to Alagon, Pufion Rostro, and 
Vargas, such declaration, it is apprehended, would be conclusive. It could no longer be deemed just or 
honorable to apply the question ordinary and extraordinary to other grants dated before the 24th January, 
1818, with a view of extorting from them by legal subtlety something which should debar their propric- 
tors the benefits of that very article which was framed solely to admit them, and to exclude others. Yet 
it is respectfully submitted that no express adimission of the fact could be stronger than the implication 
arising from this correspondence. If, however, an explicit avowal on the part of our government will 
alone be received, we refer to the message of the President to Congress, in which he tells that body “ it 
was the intention of the parties to annul these latter grants, and that clause was drawn for that express 
purpose, and none other.’’* 

May we not ask whether this is the sole purpose to which it is now sought to be applied, and how 
far is it consistent with justice and good faith to extend the effect of the clause in question beyond what 
either of the parties contemplated at the time of its adoption? 

The application of the common law principle, that a grant may be absolutely void where the officer 
issuing it had no authority, is insisted on; and it is asserted that the royal governors of the Spanish 
colonies had no power to make sales or donations of the public lands, except in very limited quantities, 
and under numerous restrictions. An inquiry into the truth of this assertion will be attempted, aceord- 
ing to the limited means within our power; and the more readily because of the intimations thrown out 
by this court in the cases of Soulard and Smith. 

Every fair presumption is against these supposed limitations. Legal or constitutional restrictions 
upon the power of the King or his officers, according to our ideas of them, are inconsistent with the char- 
acter of the Spanish monarchy. They are hardly comprehensible by a native of that country, and have 
been rejected, together with the constitutional monarchy, by the people of Spain. How is it possible to 
reconcile limitations of power with the fundamental maxim, ‘‘the will of the Prince has the force of a 
law?” 

Portions of the royal authority, as arbitrary as that of the King himself, were entrusted to the several 
governors of provinces, each of whom, within the limits of his own government, was the image of his 
sovereign, and, in practice at least, and in popular opinion also, absolute. The only restraints upon his 
acts were his instructions and accountability to the King; but the royal instructions, and the residencia, 
or account of his transactions, which the governor was obliged to give, were not properly legal limita- 
tions upon his power, but rather directions for the exercise of his discretion, and securities for his good 
behavior. 

Every nation has its own manner of securing the fidelity of its agents. Free governments are con- 
structed upon the principle of entrusting as little power as possible, and providing against its abuse 
preventively, by all species of checks and limitations. Arbitrary ones proceed upon the principle of 
bestowing ample powers and extensive discretion, and guarding against their abuse by prompt and strict 
accountability and severe punishment. Both have been invented by mankind for purposes of mutual 
defence and common justice, but the pervading spirit of the one is preventive, of the other vindicatory. 

How absurd would it be, then, to apply the maxims of the one government to the acts of the other, 
As well might we judge the life of Pythagoras by the law of the New Testament, or the philosophy of 
Zoroaster by that of Newton, as subject the administration of a Spanish governor to the test of magna 
charta, the bill of rights, the habeas corpus act, or the principles of American constitutional law. 

Even the laws of the Indies, obscure, perplexed, and sometimes even unintelligible as they are, 
hardly reached across the ocean, and the decline of the Spanish, like that of the Roman empire, was 
marked by the obsoletism of the distant prefects. 

Nor were the offices of captain general, intendant, or sub-delegate, sinecures. Entrusted with the 
command and defence of remote and exposed possessions—often reduced to the greatest extremities for 
the want of money and supplies—neglected by the feeble government of the mother country—they were 
yet expected to guard the colony, and execute the most rigorous system of monopoly, amid greedy 
neighbors and an impoverished people. They were frequently obliged to create their own resources; 
and some idea of their difficulties, and the devotion and address which surmounted them, may be formed 
by remembering how long the able but cruel Morilla protracted a desperate warfare, amid every species 
of distress and destitution. 

Their first duty was to preserve his Catholic Majesty’s province, committed to their care; and if they 
did it, and could only do it by some invasions of the fisc, or dilapidations of the royal domain, does it 
lie with us to complain of their fidelity to him, and vitiate those titles which were devised from a law 
above all other—necessity?f 


Extract from an opinion of Chief Justice Marshall, in Percheman’s case.— Peters’ Rep. 


Florida was a colony of Spain, the acquisition of which, by the United States, was extremely 
desirable. It was ceded by a treaty concluded between the two powers at Washington, on the 22d day 
of February, 1819. 

The 2d article contains the cession, and enumerates its objects. The 8th contains stipulations 
respecting the titles to lands in the ceded territory. 

It may not be unworthy of remark, that it is very unusual, even in cases of conquest, for the con- 
queror to do more than to displace the sovereign, and assume dominion over the country. The modern 
usage of nations, which has become law, would be violated; that sense of justice and of right which is 
acknowledged and felt by the whole civilized world would be outraged, if private preperty should be 
generally confiscated, and private rights annulled. The people change their allegiance, their relation to 





*1 vol. Ex. Papers, 1 sess. 16 Cong. 1819-’20, doc. 2, p. 5. 

¢ 4 Peters’ Reports. 

} Vide White’s Land Laws, 235. 7 vol. Ex. Doc. p. 2, 1824-5. Also, MS. extracts from Col. McKee’s correspondence. See, 
also, the letter of Gov. Chester to the Earl of Dartmouth. MS. Letter-book, West Florida, 18th Nov., 1775, p. 34. 
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their ancient sovereign is dissolved, but their relations to each other, and their rights of property remain 
undisturbed. If this be the modern rule even in cases of conquest, who can doubt its application to the 
case of an amicable cession of territory? Had Florida changed its sovereign by an act containing no 
stipulation respecting the property of individuals, the right of property in all those who became subjects 
or citizens of the new government would have been unaffected by the change. It would have remained 
the same as under the ancient sovereign. The language of the 2d article conforms to this general prin- 
ciple: * His Catholic Majesty cedes to the United States, in full property and sovereignty, all the territories 
which belong to him, situated to the eastward of the Mississippi, by the name of East and West Florida.” 
A cession of territory is never understood to be a cession of the property belonging to its inhabitants. 
The King cedes that only which belonged to him. Lands he had previously granted were not his to cede. 
Neither party could so understand the cession. Neither party could consider itself as attempting a wrong 
to individuals condemned by the practice of the whole civilized world. The cession of a territory by its 
name, from one sovereign to another, conveying the compound idea of surrendering, at the same time, 
the lands and the people who inhabit them, would be necessarily understood to pass the sovereignty only, 
and not to interfere with private property. If this could be doubted, the doubt would be removed by the 
particular enumeration which follows: “The adjacent islands dependent on said provinces, all public 
lots and squares, vacant lands, public edifices, fortifications, barracks, and other buildings which are not 
private property, archives and documents which relate directly to the property and sovereignty of the said 
provinces, are included in this article.” 

This special enumeration could not have been made, had the first clause of the article been supposed 
to pass, not only the objects thus enumerated, but private property also, The grant of buildings could 
not have been limited by the words “ which are not private property,” had private property been included 
in the cession of the territory. 

This state of things ought to be kept in view when we construe the 8th article of the treaty, and 
the acts which have been passed by Congress for the ascertainment and adjustment of titles acquired 
under the Spanish government. That article, in the English part of it, is in these words: “All the grants 
of land made before the 24th January, 1818, by his Catholic Majesty, or by his lawful authorities in the 
said territories, ceded by his Majesty to the United States, shall be ratified and confirmed to the persons 
in possession of the lands, to the same extent that the same grants would be valid if the territories had 
remained under the dominion of his Catholic Majesty.” 

This article is apparently introduced on the part of Spain, and must be intended to stipulate 
expressly for that security to private property which the laws and usages of nations would, without 
express stipulation, have conferred. No construction which would impair that security further than its 
positive words require, would scem to be admissiblé. Without it, the titles of individuals would remain 
as valid under the new government as they were under the old, and those titles, so far at least as they 
were consummated, might be asserted in the courts of the United States, independently of this article. 

The treaty was drawn up in the Spanish as well as in the English language. Both are originals, 
and were unquestionably intended by the parties to be identical. The Spanish has been translated, and 
we now understand that the article, as expressed in that language, is, that the grants ‘shall remain 
ratified and confirmed to the persons in possession of them to the same extent,” &c.; thus conforming 
exactly to the universally received doctrine of the law of nations. If the English and the Spanish parts 
can, Without violence, be made to agree, that construction which establishes this conformity ought to 
prevail. If, as we think must be admitted, the security of private property was intended by the parties, 
if this security would have been complete without the article, the United States could have no motive for 
insisting on the interposition of government, in order to give validity to titles which, according to the 
usages of the civilized world, were already valid. No violence is done to the language of the treaty by 
a construction which conforms the English and Spanish to each other; although the words ‘‘shall be rati- 
fied and confirmed,” are properly the words of contract stipulating for some future legislative act, they 
are not necessarily so. They may import that they ‘‘shall be ratified and confirmed” by force of the 
instrument itself. When we observe that in the counterpart of the same treaty, executed at the same 
time by the same parties, they are used in this sense, we think the construction proper, if not unavoidable. 

In the case of Foster vs. Elam, 2 Pet., 253, this court considered these words as importing contracts. 
The Spanish part of the treaty was not then brought to our view, and we then supposed that there was no 
variance between them. We did not suppose that there was even a formal difference of expression in 
the same instrument, drawn up in the language of each party. Had this circumstance been known, we 
believe it would have produced the construction which we now give to the article. 

This understanding of the article must enter into our construction of the acts of Congress on the 
subject. 

The United States had acquired a territory containing near thirty millions of acres, of which about 
three millions had probably been granted to individuals. The demands of the Treasury, and the settle- 
ment of the territory, required that the vacant lands should be brought into the market, for which purpose 
the operations of the land office were to be extended into Florida. The necessity of distinguishing the 
vacant from the appropriated lands was obvious, and this could be effected only by adopting means to 
search out and ascertain pre-existing titles. This seems to have been the object of the first legislation 
of Congress. 

On the eighth of May, 1822, an act was passed ‘for ascertaining claims and titles to land within the 
Territory of Florida.” 

The first section directs the appointment of commissioners, for the purpose of ascertaining the claims: 
and titles to lands within the Territory of Florida, as acquired by the treaty of the 22d of February, 
1819. 

It would seem from the title of the act, and from this declaratory section, that the object for which 
these commissioners were appointed was the ascertainment of these claims and titles. That they consti- 
tuted a board of inquiry, not a court exercising judicial power, and deciding finally on titles. By the act 
“for the establishment of a territorial government in Florida,” previously passed at the same session, 
superior courts had been established in Bast and West Florida, whose jurisdiction extended to the trial 
of civil causes between individuals. ‘hese commissioners seem to have been appointed for the special 
purpose of procuring promptly, for Congress, that information which was required for the immediate opera- 
tions of the land office. In pursuance of this idea, the 2d section directs that all the proceedings of the 
commissioners, the claims adinitted, with those rejected, and the reason of their adiission and rejection, 
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be recorded in a well bound book, and forwarded the Seeretary of the Treasury, to be submitted to Con- 
gress. To this desire for immediate information we must ascribe the short duration of the board. Their 
session for East Florida was to terminate on the last of June in the succeeding year; but any claim not 
filed previous to the 31st of May in that year, to be void, aud of none effect. 

These provisions show the solicitude of Congress to obtain, with the utmost celerity, that informa- 
tion which ought to be preliminary to the sale of the public lands. The provision that claims not. filed 
with the commissioners previous to the 30th of June, 1823, should be void, can mean only that they should 
be held so by the commissioners, and not allowed by them. Their power should not extend to claims filed 
afterwards. It is impossible to suppose that Congress intended to forfeit real titles not exhibited to 
their commissioners within so short a period. 








No. 2.—E tract from the opinion of the Supreme Court in the case of Arredondo. 


“Tt became then all important to ascertain what was granted by what was excepted. The King of 
Spain was the grantor, the treaty was his deed; the exception was made by him, and its nature and effect 
depended on his intention, expressed by his words in reference to the thing granted, and the thing: refused, 
and excepted in and by the grant. The Spanish version was in his words, and expressed his intention; 
and, though the American version showed the intention of this government to be different, we cannot 
adopt it as the rule by which to decide what was granted, what excepted, and what reserved; the rules 
of law are too clear to be mistaken, and too imperative to be disregarded by this court. We must be 
governed by the clearly expressed and manifest intention of the grantor, and not the grantee in private, a : 


Spanish words, two dictionaries were consulted, one of them printed in Madrid; and two translations 
were made of the 8th article, each by competent judges of Spanish, and both agreeing with each other, 
and the translation of each agreeing with the definition of the dictionaries. ‘Quedaran,’ in Spanish, 
correctly translated, means ‘shall remain,’ the verb, ‘quedar,’ in French, ‘rester,;’ Latin, ‘manere,’ ‘rema- 
nere;? and English ‘remain,’ in the present tense. In the English original the words are ‘shall be,’ words 
in the future. The difference is all important as to all Spanish grants. If the words of the treaty were, 
that all the grants of land ‘shall remain confirmed,’ then the United States, by accepting the cession, 
could assert no claim to these lands thus expressly accepted. The proprietors could bring suits to recover 
them without any action of Congress, and any question arising would be purely a judicial one. ‘Shall 
be ratified,’ makes it necessary that there should be a law ratifying them, or authorizing a suit to be 
brought; otherwise the question would be a political one, not cognizable by this court, as was decided in 
Foster and Elam vs. Nelson. 

“But, aside from this consideration, we find the words used in the Spanish sense as to the grants 
made after the 24th January, 1818, which are, by the same article in English, ‘hereby declared and decreed 
to be null and void? The ratification is in Spanish and English. The Spanish words in the Spanish 
version are ‘quedado’ and ‘quedan,’ in reference to the annulled grants; the English are, ‘have remained,’ 
‘doremain” The principles of justice, and the rules of both law and equity, are too obvious not to require 
that, in deciding on the effect and legal operation of this article of the treaty by the declared and mani- 
fested intention to the King, the meaning of Spanish words should be the same in confirming as in 
annulling grants. A regard to the honor and justice of a great republic alike forbid the imputation of a 
desire that its legislation should be so construed, and its laws so administered, that the same word 
should refer to the future as to confirming, and to the present in annulling grants, in the same article of 
the same treaty. 

‘*For these reasons, and in this connection, we consider that the grants were confirmed and annulled, 
respectively, simultaneously with the ratification and confirmation of the treaty; and that, when the 
territory was ceded, the United States had no right in any of the lands embraced in the confirmed grants.” 





No. 3. 


Foreten Orrice, Department of Archives, Paris, October 11, 1833. 
Str: I have the honor to enclose to you the documents which Mr. Mignet had caused to be prepared 
for you before his departure; and I shall feel obliged by your acknowledging their receipt. 
I have the honor to be, sir, your obedient, humble servant, 
CTE. DE HWAUTERIVE. 
To Hon. Josern M. Wurre. 


Information relative to the limits of Louisiana, on the borders of the Floridas, communicated to Mr. White, 
member of the House of Representatives of the United States. 


At the peace of the 3d November, 1762, between France and England, France ceded by the 6th 
article of the preliminary treaty of the same day, ratified by the three powers, of the 12th, 18th, and 14th 
of the same month, part of Louisiana to England. 

This article is expressed thus: 

“In order to establish the peace on a solid and durable foundation, and to prevent any pretext of 
dispute respecting the limits of the French and British territories on the continent of America, it is agreed, 
that in future the boundary between the possessions of his Most Christian Majesty and those of his 
Britannic Majesty in this part of the world shall be irrevocably fixed, by a line drawn in the middle of 
the river Mississippi, from its source, unto the river Iberville, and thence by a line along the middle of 
that river, and of the lakes Maurepas and Ponchartrain, to the sea; and for this purpose his Most Chris- 
tian Majesty cedes and guarantees the cession tu his Britannic Majesty of the river and port of Mobile, 
as well as all which his said Christian Majesty does or may possess on the left of the river Mississippi, 





























1835. | SPANISH GRANTS OF LAND IN LOUISIANA. 573 





with the exception of the city of New Orleans, and of the island on which it is situated, which shall still 
appertain to France; and it is clearly understood and agreed, that the navigation of the river Mississippi 
shall be equally free to the subjects of his Britannic Majesty as to those of France, both as respects the 
total breadth and length of the said river, from its source to the sea, and especially that part which is 
between the island of New Orleans and the right bank of the river, as well as the entrance and exit by 
its mouth.’’ 

This article was confirmed by the 7th article of the definitive treaty of the 10th February, 1763, 
signed at Paris by the plenipotentiaries of the three powers, and to which Portugal acceded. 

On the same day on which the preliminary treaty of the 8d November, 1762, was concluded, France 
ceded to Spain, by a secret act of cession, that part of Louisiana which she still possessed: as follows is 
the tenor of this act of cession: 

“Wis Christian Majesty, being firmly resolved to strengthen and perpetuate the bonds of intimate 
friendship which unite him to the Catholic King, his cousin, intends to act conformably in all and every 
respect with his Catholic Majesty, in a perfect uniformity of principles, as to the renown of each of their 
houses, and the reciprocal interest of their monarchies. 

“With this view, his Most Christian Majesty, truly sensible of the sacrifices which his Most Catholic 
Majesty has generously made to assist him in establishing peace, wishes, on this occasion, to give him 
proof of the lively interest which he takes in meeting his views and rendering service to his crown. 

“ And to this effect his Most Christian Majesty has authorized the Duke of Choiseul, his minister, to 
deliver in the most authentic form to the Marquis of Grimaldi, ambassador extraordinary of his Catholic 
Majesty, an act, by which his Most Christian Majesty yields and cedes all property, totally, simply, and 
without any exception, in all the country known by the name of Louisiana, as well as New Orleans, and 
the island in which it is situated, to his Catholic Majesty and his successors in perpetuity. 

“But the Marquis of Grimaldi, not being sufficiently exactly informed of the intentions of his Catholic 
Majesty, does not feel himself authorized to accept the said cession otherwise than conditionally and sub 
spe rati, until the arrival of the orders of the King, his master, which, if they are conformable with the 
desires of his Most Christian Majesty, as he hopes they may be, will be immediately followed. by the 
formal and authentic act of cession in question, in which will be mentioned the suitable mode and time 
for the evacuation of Louisiana and New Orleans by the subjects of his Most Christian Majesty, and for 
the occupation of the said country and city, by the subjects of his Most Catholic Majesty. 

“Tn faith whereof, we, the respective ministers, have signed the present preliminary act, and affixed 
to it the seal of our arms. 

“ Given at Fontainbleau, November 38d, 1762. 

“LE DUC DE CHOISEUL. [u. s.] 
“LE MARQUIS OF GRIMALDI.” [1 s.] 


The King of Spain accepted this cession by an act of the 13th November, of the same year, but the 
delivery was delayed until the 21st April, L764. 

After that period, Louisiana, as possessed by France before 1762, became divided into two parts. 
The one which was ceded to England, and which extended to the east from the line of the Mississippi, of 
the river Iberville, and of the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain to Zio Perdido, formed Western Florida; 
that only which was ceded to Spain preserved the name of Louisiana. 

In the war of 1779 Spain conquered Western Florida of England, which power ceded it to her by the 
5th article of the treaty of Versailles of the 3d September, 1783, abandoning also to her East Florida. 

At the close of this treaty, Spain possessed both parts of ancient Louisiana; the one to the west of 
the line of the Mississippi, of the river of Iberville, of the lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain, from the 
cession of France, the other to the east of that line from the part of England; the first in virtue of the act 
of cession of the 83d November, 1762, the second in virtue of the treaty of September 3d, 1783. 

Such was the state of things in Vendimaire, an. 9, (September, 1800,) at which time, when Spain 
ceeded back Louisiana to France, the act of retrocession was preceded by protracted negotiations. From 
the year 4 (1796) the ambassador of the French republic at Madrid, citizen Perignon, was instructed to 
sound the Spanish government on this subject. 

That government appeared to enter ito the views of France by seeking an increase of territory in 
Italy for the Duke of Parma. The price of this aggrandizement was to be the cession of Louisiana and 
Western Florida. The minister of foreign affairs, Delacroix, considered the negotiation sufficiently 
advanced in the 14th Messidor, (5th year Fr. Indep.) to write to General Bonaparte, that the Directoriat 
had sent full powers to citizen Perignon to conclude a treaty with the Spanish government. ‘This 
treaty,” he said, “ought to have as basis the cession of Louisiana and of West Florida to the republic, upon 
the supposition that events permit the French government to procure for the Duke of Parma an augmenta- 
tion of territory, such as Romagna or any other part.” 

But this project did not succeed. Subsequently, in the year 8, General Berthier was constituted 
envoy extraordinary to Madrid, to resume the same negotiation. 

In exchange for the aggrandizement of territory for the Infanta, Duke of Parma, he demanded, 
according to the express instructions of the Consular government, the cession of Louisiana and the two 
Floridas. But to these propositions he did not find the Spanish government disposed. 

“The answer of the King [he said in his dispatches of the 25th Fructidor, an. 8,] to the minister of 
foreign affairs of France was, that he would perform the promise which he had given for the retrocession 
of Louisiana, as it had been ceded by the treaty of 1763; that he would never consent to cede the Flori- 
das, and that he was surprised that, after having yielded that which was so long solicited, new demands 
should be made upon him.’ The endeavors of the French government to obtain the Floridas were fruit- 
less, and it accepted the cession of Louisiana alone, as proposed by the Spanish government. 

This was the basis of the treaty of the 9th Vendimaire, an. 9, (1st October, 1800.) Article 3 of this 
treaty, relative to Louisiana, was conceived in these terms: ‘His Most Catholic Majesty promises and 
engages, on his part, to retrocede to the French republic, six months after the full and entire execution 
of the conditions and stipulations before mentioned, relative to his Royal Highness the Duke of Parma, 
the colony or province of Louisiana, with the same extent which it had when France possessed it, and 
such as it ought to be, according to the treaties entered into subsequently between Spain and other 
States.” 

The retrocession of Louisiana having been made in time of war, and General Berthier having written 


































































574 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1290, 








to his government on the 25th Fructidor, an. 8, at the time of the negotiation, that the Spanish minister, 
Mr. Urquejo, had allowed him to understand that, at a general peace, the King might cede half of West Florida, 
situated between the left bank of the Mississippi and the river Mobile, General Beurnonville was commis- 
sioned to this new negotiation after the peace of Amiens. <As follows were the instructions given to 
this effect in Vendimaire, an. 11: ‘‘The most important affair with which you will occupy yourself is to 
facilitate this last delivery, which ought to take place before the end of the season, by obtaining from the 
Spanish government, that it give to the governor of Louisiana, if not already done, specific orders to 
deliver it to the captain general which the Consul sends there. * * * The retrocession made by Spain 
only extends from the east to the Mississippi: but the Secretary of State, M. Urquejo, had given hopes to 
General Bertrand, chargé of this negotiation, and who insisted on the cession of one of the Floridas, that, 
at the general peace, he did not doubt that the King would consent to cede all that part of the Floridas 
which extends to Mobile, if the Premier Consul asked for it. 

“The difficulties which Spain afterwards threw in the way of completing the cession of Louisiana 
raused the French government to think, hitherto, that the moment was not yet arrived to ask an exten- 
sion of territory; but peace has placed France in such a favorable position, that it does not seem neces- 
sary to adjourn any longer the necessary steps to obtain the aggrandizement with which the minister of 
the King of Spain flattered the French chargé d’affaires. The part of Florida which you have to lay claim 
to, belonged to France before the peace of 1763. It is evident she wishes to reiicquire this former pos- 
session, where there are, doubtless, a great number of French families.” 

General Beurnonville received full powers to negotiate the exchange of the two Floridas in return 
for the duchy of Parma, which was to be ceded by France to his Catholic Majesty, and to be added to the 
kingdom of Etruria. He even took with him a plan of a treaty, composed the 26th Vendimaire by the 
Premier Consul, and of which the following were the dispositions relative to this exchange: 

“Art. 1. The duchy of Parma, acquired by France by the treaty of Aranjuez of the 38d Ventose, an. 
9, (2Ist March, 1801,) are ceded to his Catholic Majesty, to be reiinited to the kingdom of Etruria. 

“Art. 2. The middle of the Po, from the northeast extremity of the department of Marengo, to the 
confluence of the Lenza, and the middle of the latter river, from its source to its mouth, shall be the 
boundaries between the Italian republic and the territory ceeded by the preceding article. Their western 
limit shall be rectified in the most suitable manner to protect the respective frontiers, and to ensure the 
efficacy of the custom houses. 

“Art. 3. The duchy and dependencies of Parma shall unreservedly follow the fate of the kingdom of 
Etruria, of which they become an integral part. They cannot be separated from it to become settled on 
any branch of the reigning family; and Spain will exercise in the same manner and in the same circum- 
stances, the rights of property and of eventual succession which are guaranteed to it in the kingdom of 
Etruria by the 7th article of the treaty of Aranjuez, heretofore mentioned. 

“Art. 4. Spain, in compensation for the advantages guaranteed to her by the present treaty, 
retrocedes to France the river and port of Mobile, and the territory which belonged to it before 1763, to 
the west of that river only, from the most northern point of the thirty-first degree of north latitude, to the 
river of Iberville and the gulf of Mexico. Further, she cedes to France the other part of West Florida, 
and all East Florida, with the rivers, lakes, ports, bays, isles, and straits, dependent on each several 
territory, and extending to the north unto the line of demarcation traced in article 2 of the treaty of 
friendship, of limits, and of navigation, concluded the 27th October, 1795, between his Catholic Majesty 
and the United States of America.” 

Conformably to his instructions, General Beurnonville negotiated during several months for the 
exchange of the Floridas for the duchy of Parma; but this new negotiation did not produce any result. 
Spain kept the Floridas, and the impending rupture of the treaty of Amiens induced the French govern- 
ment to transfer Louisiana to the United States. This cession was effected by the treaty of the 30th 
April, 1803. By the Ist article of this treaty, France ceded to the United States the territory of Louisi- 
ana, as it was received of Spain in 1800, “As it is said in this article, that by the article 3 of the treaty 
concluded at St. Ildefonso the, 9 Vendimaire, an. 9, (1st October, 1800,) between the Premier Consul of 
the French republic and his Catholic Majesty, as follows, was agreed on: 

“His Catholic Majesty promises and engages, on his part, to retrocede to the French republic, six 


months after the full and entire execution of the conditions and stipulations before mentioned, relative to — 


his Royal Highness the Duke of Parma, the colony or province of Louisiana, with the same extent which 
it has at present under the Spanish dominion, and which it had when France possessed it, and as it ought 
to be, according to the treaties passed subsequently between Spain and other powers. 

“ And, as in consequence of said treaty, and especially of the said article 3, the French republic has 
an incontestible title to the domain and possession of the said territory, the Premier Consul of the French 
republic, wishing to give an especial mark of his friendship to the said United States, cedes to them, in 
the name of the French republic, for ever, the full sovereignty of the said territory, with all its rights 
and appurtenances, as in the same manner as they were acquired by the French republic, in virtue of 
the foregoing treaty, concluded with his Catholic Majesty.” (Translated from the original English, by 
Martens, supplement, tome 3, page 466.) 

The territory acquired by the United States, shall not exceed the left bank of the Mississippi, and 
does not comprehend Western Florida. 

In fact, France having only acquired from Spain, by the treaty of retrocession of 1800, that part of 
ancient Louisiana which she ceded to her by the seeret act of 1762, could only cede to the United States 
in 1803 that which she had received in 1800, 

If Western Florida, or that part of ancient Louisiana which extends from the left bank of the 
Mississippi to the Rio Perdido, had also been ceded to France by Spain, in 1800, the treaty of St. 
Ildefonso would have mentioned it, because France did expressly claim it in the negotiations preceding 
this treaty. 

The French government did not consider that it acquired more than the Spanish government con- 
sidered that it ceded, because, two years after the cession of Louisiana, it negotiated for the exchange of 
the Floridas, for the duchy of Parma. It was therefore Louisiana, with the borders she had after 1762, 
which was ceded by France to Spain in 1800, and transferred by France to the United States in 1803. 

The federal government itself considered this question in the same point of view. It did separate 
Western Florida from Louisiana, and it has recognized the rights of Spain to it; as follows are several 
proofs of this: 
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Ist. In 1795, by article 2 of the treaty of the 27th October, between the United States and Spain the 
federal government acknowledged that the limits of Western Florida began at the Mississippi, and did 
not mix it up with Louisiana, 

9d. The 4th Ventose, an. 11, more than two years after the retrocession of Louisiana to France, and 
some months before its acquisition by the United States, Mr. Livingston, their minister plenipotentiary 
at Paris, maintained in a note addressed to the Premier Consul, this distinction between West Florida 
and Louisiana, and appeared persuaded that Louisiana alone had been ceded to France. ‘If the officers,” 
said he, ‘empowered to take possession, have not express orders to respect the rights of navigation and 
of entrepot, which the United States claim, I must particularly solicit a treaty, which, in acknowledging 
the rights of the United States, shall explain the conditions on which Spain has ceded Louisiana to 
France;” if to all this, citizen Consul, you would add voluntarily, and as a mark of your consideration, 
that in the case of the cession of the Fl@ridas to France, the citizens of the United States shall enjoy the 
free passage of the rivers Mobile and Pensacola, with the right of entrepot at their mouths, this act, 
useful to the commerce of France, would be gratefully acknowledged by the Americans, and would much 
strengthen the bonds of friendship between the two allied nations. 

3d. The 30th Floreal, an. 11, (19th May, 1803,) twenty days after the treaty of cession of Louisiana 
to the United States, Mr. Monroe, one of the plenipotentiaries of the federal government, and whose 
signature was aflixed to the treaty, was so far from believing that ancient Louisiana, comprising actual 
Louisiana and West Florida, had been acquired by the United States, that he requested the good offices 
of the French government with the Spanish government, to negotiate the acquisition of the Floridas. 
“Citizen minister,” [he addressed the minister of foreign affairs in France] ‘as some months will 
elapse before we can receive the decision and commands of our government, respecting the treaty and 
conventions which we had the honor to conclude with Mr, Marbois, under your ministry, I consider it my 
duty to pursue, in the interval, the remaining objects of my mission, which are now to be arranged with 
his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain; with that view I propose to set out, as soon as circumstances 
will permit, to Madrid, which I flatter myself will be practicable in the course of the next week. In the 
happy conclusion of our negotiation with your government, a sentiment which [am persuaded will be 
cherished by both nations of the result, Mr. Marbois promised, on the part of the First Consul, his triendly 
intercession and support ef our negotiation with his Majesty for the Floridas. Permit me to invite your 
attention to that subject, and to request that you will be so obliging as to furnish me such aid, either by 
instructions to your ambassador at the court of Madrid, or in such other mode as may be deemed most 
suitable to the character of the powers interested, be best calculated to promote success in the object 
desired, and to manifest the very friendly disposition of the First Consul to the United States, of which I 
entertain the most perfect confidence. I beg you, citizen minister, to accept the assurance of my high 
consideration and esteem. 


“JAMES MONROE.” 


4th. Lastly, the 22d February, 1829, the federal government acknowledged the rights of Spain to 
West Florida, by accepting the two Floridas from the Spanish government, by article 2 of the treaty 
signed at Washington, between the King of Spain and the United States. “Ilis Catholic Majesty,” says 
this article, “cedes to the United States, in full property and sovereignty, all the territories which 
belong to him, situated to the eastward of the Mississippi, known by the name of East and West 
Florida.” 

It is true that in the interval which clapsed between the two treaties of 1803 and 1819, the United 
States laid claim to West Florida in virtue of the treaty of 1803. But France, whose testimony was 
often appealed to by the federal government and the Spanish government, on this question, acknowledged 
always the rights of Spain, and condemned the claims of the United States. As follows were the expres- 
sions of the minister of foreign affairs of the imperial government respecting the interpretation of the 
treaty of 1803, in the instructions given the Ist Germinal an. 13 (Ist April, 1805,) to Mr. Desfoyes, 
commissioner of commercial relations, at New Orleans: ‘ Louisiana was ceded to the Americans as 
France received it from Spain; the rights of the new possessor are the same as those we acquired, and 
his Imperial Majesty, in declaring, conformably to the treaty, what was its extent and the bounds of his- 
pretensions, thereby declares the extent of the pretensions the Americans have a right to elevate. The 
United States claim to have acquired with Louisiana a part of the Floridas, but this claim is not expressed 
in any treaty, and is contrary to all those which have been concluded. France, who ceded to Spain in 
1763, only the territory situated to the west of the Mississippi and of the river Iberville, has only obtained 
from Spain in Vendemaire, an. 9, a@ retrocession, the extent of which is necessarily measured or bounded 
by the cession which she made. She did not cede in an, 11 any other territory to the United States: she 
did not acknowledge of the claims which they laid to the possession of part of the Floridas in virtue of 
the same treaty. His Imperial Majesty having authorized me to make this formal declaration to the 
ministers plenipotentiaries of the federal government, it is in this sense that I have continually expressed 
myself to them, whether verbally or in my official notes. The court of Madrid has received the same 
declarations from his Imperial Majesty. You may, therefore, sir, express yourself in the same sense on 
any occasion on which you may be consulted in the discussions of the United States and Spain, relative 
to the eastern limits of Louisiana.” 

The French government expressed, continually, the same opinion, during the discussions between 
the United States and Spain, relative to the possession of Florida, 

The aforementioned documents prove as follows: ‘‘ That in 1762, Louisiana was divided into two 
parts; the one situated on the east of the Mississippi was ceded to England, and became Western 
Florida; the other, situated on the west of the Mississippi, was ceded to Spain, and alone preserved the 
name of Louisiana, 

That in 1800 Spain, in retroceding Louisiana to France, only gave up new Louisiana, limited by the left 
bank of the Mississippi, and not ancient Louisiana, extending to Rio Perdido, because she would not 
alienate to her West Florida, which comprehended that part of ancient Louisiana. 

That in 1802 France, after having exchanged with Spain the kingdom of Etruria for Louisiana, pro- 
posed to exchange the duchy of Parma for Eastern and Western Floridas; but this negotiation proved 
fruitless. ; 

That in 1803 France transferred to the United States that which she had received of Spain, that is, 
Louisiana only. 
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That in 1803 the government of the United States did not consider that it acquired West Florida by 
acquiring Louisiana; for, immediately after the treaty of the 10 Floreal, an. 11, she desired to enter into 
a negotiation with Spain respecting the Floridas. 

That in 1819 it recognized the rights of the Spanish government to West Florida, by receiving it 
of her by treaty. 

That, therefore, whether according to the terms of treaties, or according to the uniform interpreta- 
tion which has boon given them, the limits of Louisiana, which extended before 1762 to Rio Perdido, 
have never extended, since that period, beyond the left bank of the Mississippi, and have been constantly 
formed by the line of this river, of the river of Iberville, of the lakes of Maurepas and Pontchartrain, on 
the side of the Floridas. 

[Seal of the French Foreign Office.] Given at Paris, the 20th August, 1833, according to the origi- 
nal documents preserved in the archives of foreign affairs of France; and the foregoing extracts are 
hereby certified to be accurate. 

For and by the authorization of the minister, the counselor of state, director of the archives and 
chancelerey. 

(Signed) MIGNET. 

The above signature accredited by the French minister in due form, 





No. 4.—Preliminary and secret treaty between the French republic and his Catholic Majesty the King of 
Spain, relating to the aggrandizement of his Royal Highness the Infant Duke of Parma, in Italy, and to 


the recession of Louisiana, 


His Catholic Majesty having always manifested the most anxious desire to procure for his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Parma, an aggrandizement which might place him on a footing corresponding with 
his dignity; and the French republic having long since given to his Catholic Majesty the King of Spain 
to understand the desire which they fecl to recover possession of the colony of Louisiana, both govern- 
ments having interchanged their views upon these two subjects of common interest, and circumstances 
permitting them to enter into engagements in this particular which, as far as it depends on them, may 
assure reciprocal satisfaction, have authorized for this purpose, that is to say, the French republic, the 
citizen Alexander Berthier, general-in-chief; and his Catholic Majesty, Don Mariano Luis de Urquijo, 
chevalier of the Order of Charles HT. and of St. John of Jerusalem, counselor of state, his envoy extra- 
ordinary and plenipotentiary, near the Batavian republic, and his provisional first secretary of state; 
who, after having exchanged their powers, have agreed, saying the ratification, upon the following 
articles: 

Article 1. The French republic engages to procure for his Royal Highness the Infant Duke of Parma 
an augment: ition of territory, which shall raise the population of his estates to one million of inhabitants, 
with the title of King, and all the rights annexed to the royal dignity; and to this effect the F rench 
republic engages to obtain the consent of his Majesty the Emperor and King, and of the other States 
interested, so that his Royal Highness the Infant Duke of Parma may, without opposition, enter into 
possession of said territories at the time of the confirmation of the peace between the French republic 
and his Imperial Majesty. 

Article 2. The augmentation to be given to his Royal Highness the Duke of Parma may consist of 
Tuscany, in case the present negotiations of the French government with his Imperial Majesty shall 
permit them to dispose of that country, or of the three Roman ecclesiastical provinces, or any other con- 
tinental provinces of Italy, that may form a rounded estate. 

Article 8. His Catholic Majesty promises and engages on his part to recede to the French republic, 
six months after the full and entire execution of the conditions and stipulations herein expressed, relative 
to his Royal Highness the Duke of Parma, the colony or province of Louisiana, with the same extent that 
it now has in the lands of Spain, and had while in the possession of France, and such as it ought to be in 
conformity with the treaties subsequently concluded between Spain and other States. 

Article 4. His Catholic Majesty will give the necessary orders for the occupation of Louisiana by 
France the moment the estates designed for his aggrandizement shall be placed in the hands of his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Parma. The French may, according to its convenience, defer the taking posses- 
sion; and when this is to be done, the States directly or indirectly interested shall agree upon the ulte- 
rior conditions which their common interests, and that of their inhabitants, may demand. 

Article 5, His Catholic Majesty engages to deliver to the French republic, in the ports of Spain, in 
Europe, one month after the execution of the stipulation with regard to the Duke of Parma, six ships of 
war, in good condition, of seventy-four guns, armed and equipped, and in a state to receive the French 
crews and supplies. 

Article 6. The stipulations of the present treaty having no prejudicial object, but on the contrary 


preserving untouched the rights of every one, it is not to be presumed they can excite the suspicions of 


any power. But if the contrary should ‘happe n, and the result of their execution should be that the two 
estates are attacked or threatened, both powers engage to make common cause, as well to repel aggres- 
sion, as also to take those conciliatory measures proper to maintain peace with all their neighbors. 

Article 7, The obligations contained in the present treaty in nothing annul those which are expressed 
in the treaty of alliance signed at St. Ildefonso, on the 2d Fructidor, year 4 (18th August, 1796); on the 
contrary, they unite with new ties the interests of the two powers, and confirm the stipulations of the 
treaty of alliance in all the cases to which they can be applied. 

Article 8. The ratifications of ‘the present preliminary articles shall be completed and exchanged in 
the period of one month, or sooner if possible, counting from the date of the signing of the present treaty. 

In faith of which, we, the undersigned ministers plenipotentiary of the French republic and of lis 
Catholic Majesty, by virtue of our respective powers, have signed the present preliminary articles, and 
have affixed our seals. 

Done at St. Ildefonso, the 9th Vendimaire, 9th year of the French republic, (1st October, 1800.) 

(Signed) ALEXANDER BERTHIER. 


(Signed ) MARIANO LUIS DE URQUIJO. 
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No. 5.—Mr. -Talleyrand to Mr. Monroe: dated 


Paris, December 21, 1804. 

Sir: I had the honor in Brumaire last, to inform Mr. Livingston that I would submit to the inspection 
of his Imperial Majesty the letters which he addressed to me, relative to the motives of Mr. Monroe’s 
journey to Spain, and some discussions between the court of Madrid and the United States. 

Among the observations made on this subject by Messrs. Livingston and Monroe, his Imperial 
Majesty has been obliged to give particular attention to those bearing on the discussions of which the 
object is peculiarly interesting to the French government. He has perceived that he could not bea 
stranger to the examination of these discussions, since they grew out of the treaty by which France has 
ceded Louisiana to the United States; and his Majesty has thought that an explanation, made with that 
fidelity which characterizes him, on the eastern boundaries of the ceded territory, would put an end to 
the differences to which the cession has given rise. : 

France, in giving up Louisiana to the United States, transferred to them all the right over that 
colony which she had acquired from Spain. She could not, nor did she wish to cede any other; and that 
no room might be left for doubt in this respect, she repeated, in her treaty of 30th April, 1803, the literal 
expressions of the treaty of St. Ildefonso, by which she had acquired that colony two years before. 

Now, it was stipulated in her treaty of the year 1801, that the acquisition of Louisiana by France 
was a retrocession; that is to say, that Spain restored to France what she had received from her in 1762. 
At that period, she had received the territory bounded on the east by the Mississippi, the river Iberville, 
the lakes Maurapas and Pontchartrain, the same day France ceded to England, by the preliminaries of 
peace, all the territory to the eastward. Of this Spain had received no part, and could therefore give 
back none to France. 

All the territory lying to the eastward of the Mississippi and the river Iberville, and south of the 
thirty-second degree of north latitude, bears the name of Florida. It has been constantly designated in 
that way during the time that Spain held it; it bears the same name in the treaty of limits between 
Spain and the United States, and, in different notes of Mr. Livingston, of a later date than the treaty of 
retrocession, in which the name of Louisiana is given to the territory on the west side of the Mississippi, 
of Florida to that on the east side of it. According to this designation, thus consecrated by time, and 
even prior to the period when Spain began to possess the whole territory between the thirty-first degree, 
the Mississippi, and the sea, this country ought, in good faith and justice, to be distinguished from 
Louisiana. 

Your excellency knows, that before the preliminaries of 1762, confirmed by the treaty of 1763, the 
French possessions situated near the Mississippi extended as far from the east of this river, towards the 
Ohio and the Illinois, as in the quarters of the Mobile; and you must think it as unnatural, after all the 
changes of sovereignty which that part of America has undergone, to give the name of Louisiana to the 
district of Mobile as to the territory more to the north, on the same bank of the river which formerly 
belonged to France. 

These observations surely will be sufficient to dispel every kind of doubt with regard to the retro- 
cession made by Spain to France in the month of Vendimaire, year 9. It was under this impression that 
the French and the Spanish plenipotentiaries negotiated; and it was under this impression that I have 
since had occasion to give the necessary explanations when a project was formed to take possession of 
it. I have laid before his Imperial Majesty the negotiations of Madrid, which preceded the treaty of 
1801; and his Majesty is convinced that, during the whole course of these negotiations, the Spanish 
government has constantly refused to cede any part of the Floridas, even from the Mississippi to the 
Mobile. 

His Imperial Majesty has moreover authorized me to declare to you, that at the beginning of the 
year 11, General Beurnonville was charged to open a new negotiation with Spain for the acquisition of 
the Floridas. This project, which has not been followed by any treaty, is an evident proof that France 
had not acquired by the treaty retroceding Louisiana the country east of the Mississippi. 

The candor of these observations proves to you, sir, how much value his Majesty attaches to the 
maintenance of a good understanding between two powers, to whom France is united by connections so 
intimate and so numerous. His Majesty, called upon to give explanations on a question which interested 
France, directly persuades himself that they will leave no ground of misunderstanding between the United 
States and Spain; and that these two powers, animated as they ought to be by the sentiments of friend- 
ship, which their vicinity and their position renders so necessary, will be able to agree with the same 
facility on the other subjects of their discussion. 

This result his Imperial Majesty will learn with real interest. He saw with pain the United States 
commence their differences with Spain in an unusual manner, and conduct themselves towards the Floridas 
by acts of violence; which, not being founded in right, could have no other effect but to injure its lawful 
owners. Such an aggression gave the more surprise to his Majesty, because the United States seemed in 

wthis measure to avail themselves of their treaty with France as an authority for their proceeding; and 
because he could scarcely reconcile with the just opinion which he entertains of the wisdom and fidelity 
of the federal government, a course of proceedings which nothing can authorize towards a power which 
has long occupied, and still occupies, one of the first ranks in Europe. 

But the federal government having entered the path of negotiation, and the question which divided 
the two powers being cleared up, there is reason to hope that they will easily agree on the other points; 
and this his Majesty, from the sincere interest which he feels for the equal prosperity of the two nations, 
ardently desires. 


Accept, sir, &e., CH, MAN. TALLEYRAND. 
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Extract from the royal order of the King of Spain for the delivery of the province of Louisana to 
the French republic, dated Barcelona, October 15, 1802. 


Don Carlos, by the grace of God King of Castile, Leon, Aragon, of the Two Sicilies, of Jerusalem, 
Navarre, Grenada, Toledo, Valencia, Gallicia, Majorca, Minorca, Seville, Sardinia, Cordova, Corsica, Murcia, 
Jean, of the Algarves, Algesiras, Gibraltar, of the Canary Islands, of the East and West Indies, of the 
Islands and Continent of the Ocean, Archduke of Austria, Duke of Burgundy, of Brabant and Milan, 
Count of Apsburg, Flanders, Tyrol and Barcelona; Lord of Biscay, Molina, &c. 

Whereas, I have judged it proper to retrocede to the French republic the colony and province of 
Louisiana, I command you, as soon as these presents are exhibited to you by General Victor, or any 
other officer duly authorized by said republic to receive the same, to put him in possession of the colony of 
Louisiana and its dependencies, together with the city and island of New Orleans, with the same limits 
it has at present, which it had while it belonged to France, and at the time she ceded it to my royal 
crown, and such as it ought to be found after the treaties successfully concluded between my States and 
those of other powers, in order that henceforth the same may belong to said republic, and that she may 
cause it to be administered and governed by her own officers and governors, as her own possession, 
without any exception whatever. 


No. 7.—Act of delivery of the province of Louisiana by Spain to France. 


The undersigned, citizen Pierre Clement Laussat, colonial prefect, commissioner on the part of the 
French government, to receive possession in the name of the French republic, of the colony or province 
of Louisiana, from the hands of the officers and other agents of his Catholic Majesty, agreeably to the full 
powers which he has received, in the name of the French people from citizen Bonaparte, First Consul, 
under date of the 17th Prairial, year 11, (6th June, 1803,) countersigned by Hugues Maret, secretary of 
state, and by his excellency Decres, minister of marine and of the colonies, and recently delivered in 
person to the commissioners of his said Catholic Majesty, together with the royal order from Barcelona, 
15th October, 1802. 

And the said commissioners of his Catholic Majesty, Don Manuel de Salcedo, brigadier in the King’s 
armies, military and political governor of the provinces of Louisiana and West Florida, inspector of the 
veteran troops and militia of said provinces, royal vice patron, sub-delegate, judge of the superintendent 
of the post office department, &c., and Don Sebastian Calvo de la Puerta, y O’Farrell, Marquis of Casa 
Calvo, knight of the Order of St James, brigadier in the King’s armies, and colonel of the infantry regi- 
ment of the Havana, appointed commissioners of his Catholic Majesty, for the delivery of this province to 
the French republic, according to the royal order of the 18th February, 18038: 

Certify by these presents that, on this eighth day of Frimaire, in the twelfth year of the French 
republic, and 30th November, 1803, having assembled in the hall of the hotel of the city of New Orleans, 
accompanied on either part by the chiefs and officers of the armies of land and sea, the secular and eccle- 
siastical cabildo, the administration of finances of the King of Spain, the civil administration, and by 
other distinguished persons of their respective nations, said citizen Laussat delivered to the said commis- 
sioners of his Catholic Majesty the above-mentionod full powers from citizen Bonaparte, First Consul of the 
French republic; and immediately after the said Manuel de Saleedo and the Marquis of Casa Calvo declared 
that, by virtue of and in conformity to the terms of the order of the King of Spain, dated from Barcelona, 
the 15th October, 1802, and countersigned by Don Pedro Cevallos, first secretary and counsellor of state, 
they, from that moment, did put the said French commissioner, citizen Laussat in possession of the colony 
of Louisiana and its dependencies, as also of the city and island of New Orleans, with the same extent 
which they have on this day, and which they had while in the hands of France, when she ceded the same 
to the royal crown of Spain, and such as they ought to have been since the treaties successively concluded 
between the States of his Catholic Majesty and other powers, in order that the same may henceforth 
belong to the Fench republic, and be governed and administered by its officers and governers in such 
manner as will best suit its interests; and they have accordingly solemnly delivered to him the keys of 
this place, declaring that they absolve from the oath of fidelity to his said Majesty all such inhabitants 
as may choose to continue in the service or dependence of the French republic. 

And to the end that the same may forever hereafter appear by this solemn act, the undersigned have 
signed these presents in the French and Spanish languages, have hereto aflixed their seals, and caused 
the same to be countersigned by the secretaries of the respective commissions, the day, month, and year 
above written. 

LAUSSAT. 

By the colonial prefect and commissioner on the part of the French government. 


Davcerot, Secretary to the Commission. 

MANUEL DE SALCEDO. 

EL MARQUEZ DE CASA CALVO. 
Anprez Lopez Armisto, So del Gobo. y de la Comm’on. 


Below is written: 


Deposited in the archives of the city hall of- this commune, New Orleans, the 6th Ariose, year 12 of 
the French republic, and 28th December, A. D. 1803. 
LAUSSAT. 
By the colonial prefect and commissioner on the part of the French government. 


Daveerot, Secretary of the Commission.| 
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No. 8.—Proclamation of Spanish commissioners. 


Don Manuel Saleedo, brigadier in the royal armies, military and political governor of the provinces 
of Louisiana and West Florida, inspector of the veteran troops and militia of the same, royal vice patron, 
substitute judge of the general superintendence of post offices, &c.; and Don Sebastian Calvo dela Puerta 

O’Farrell, Marquis of Casa Calvo, knight of the Order of Santiago, brigadier in the royal armies, and 
colonel of the infantry regiment stationed at Havana; commissioners on the part of his Majesty for deliv- 
ering this province e to the French re public. 

“We make it known to all the vassals of the King, cur master, of all classes and conditions whatso- 
ever, that his Majesty has resolved to make a retrocession of the province of Louisiana, for the mutual 

satisfaction of both powers; and continuing to give the same proofs of protection and affection which the 
inhabitants of this prov ince have always received, he has thought fit to settle, among other things, certain 
points which we deem it our duty publicly to make known for the particular government and disposition 
of all whom it may concern: 

1. His Majesty, in consideration of the obligations imposed by the treaties, and wishing to avoid the 
differences which might arise, has been pleased to resolve that the delivery of the colony and island of 
New Orleans, which is to be made to General Victor, or other officer lawfully authorized by the govern- 
ment of the French republic, shall be made in the same manner that it was ceded by France to his Majesty, 
by virtue of which the limits of both shores of the river St. Louis or Mississippi shall remain as irrevocably 
fixed by the seventh article of the definitive treaty of peace, concluded at Paris on the 10th February, 
1763; and consequently the settlements from the river Manshack or Iberville to the line which divides the 
American territory from the dominions of the King shall remain in the possession of Spain, and annexed 
to West Florida. 





No. 9.—£xtract of a letter from Don José Pizarro to Mr. Irving, minister in Spain, dated Palace, August 
17, 1817. 


“Besides this, posterior to the year 1805, the extraordinary event has occurred of his Majesty’s 
having been unexpectedly deprived, in the year 1810, during his captivity, of the pacific possession, in 
which he was, of that part of West Florida which is between the river Iberville, the lakes Maurepas, 
Pontchartrain, and Bourne, on the one side, and the river Perdido on the other. When the indisputable 
property of his Majesty in the said territory was demonstrated, it was proved that Spain did not acquire 
it of France in 1763; that she received it of England in 1783 by a solemn treaty; that it was not and 
could not be comprehended in the ‘ retrocession of Louisiana,’ made to France in the year 1800; that the 
government of France ‘has declared so officially,’ and in the most solemn manner, as well to Spain as the 
United States; that the fifth article of the treaty of 1778, between France and the United States, opposes 
itself expressly to the acquisition of France (though she had attempted it) of said territory from Spain in 
1800; that the royal celuda of his Majesty, issued in Barcelona on the 15th of October, 1802, for the 
delivery of Louisiana, (which royal celuda was in the hands of the French government before the United 
States thought of acquiring the colony,) did not contemplate the delivery of territory east of the Missis- 
sippi than that of ‘the island of New Orleans.’ 

To these grounds, which have established, and so establish in the clearest manner, the property of 
his Majesty in the said territory, may be added those of his pacific possession without interruption. The 
delivery of Louisiana took place without the least idea having occurred to the French commissioners 
who received it of his Majesty, for the purpose of delivering it to the United States, of aspiring to the 
possession of the territory between the Iberville and the Perdido. Spain continued, in the years follow- 
ing the delivery, exercising over it all her authority, and the United States respected this possession; a 
certain custom house regulation of the United States in the year 1804, which seemed to contain some 
expressions susceptible of an equivocal meaning as to the rights of his Majesty in the territory of 
Mobile, were reclaimed against on the part of the King, and the United States agreed to give a satis- 
factory and honorable explanation as to the said expressions. Whatever might be. then, in that state of 
things, the pretension of right which might be formed against it, it did not appear to conform to the 
principle universally ac knowledged to enforce that pretension* by means of acts, and in truth it was a 
painful duty for the faithful ministers of his Majesty, on his return from his captivity, to explain to him 
by what means and cireumstances he had been deprived of the peaceful possession of the greater part 
of West Florida, without war, or any stipulation which could authorize having preceded it. 

The King, attributing this extraordinary event to the circumstances, also extraordinary, of the epoch 
which had intervened, flattered himself that the United States would not defer placing things in the 
state which they were in at the time he left his dominions, and the invasion of the peninsula by Bona- 
parte. The glory, and even the interests of the United States might equally incline them to this resti- 
tution; for a recent and costly experience has made the world see that there are no acquisitions of 
territory, however extensive, which can compensate the advantages to result from the reputation which 
those governments acquire who regulate their operations by principles conservatory of order and justice. 

With these ideas, the King directed his minister at Washington that, before he entered into the 
discussions which had remained pending, he should solicit the restoration of affairs in the state in which 
they were at the time of his absenting himself. This preliminary step appeared correspondent to the 
decorum of his Majesty, and the United States could not fail to acknowledge it to be so; it being very 
certain that the delicate honor of the American government would not consent, in a similar case, to 
enter into other negotiations, finding itself inquieted in the pacific possession of even one mile of its 
territory, without first soliciting and obtaining the due restoration. 

Notwithstanding this, and the answer of the Secret ary of State of 19th January, 1816, is far from 
containing the satisfaction and restoration which Spain had, reason to expect, his Majesty, to give une- 
quivocal proofs of his moderation, and his friendly dispositions towards the United States, without 





*Note.—Vias do hecho is French phraseology, voie de faites. 
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renouncing, as he does in no way renounce, nor will renounce, except in the case of some compromise, 
the right of property and possession which he has in the said territory, has judged fit not to insist on 
his demand for the present, in the hope that this point, though in its nature it ought to be preliminary, 
may enter into the general arrangement with the others; but your penetration will acknowledge readily, 
that on this essential point, as in others, the state of the question is not what it was in the year 1805, 
new occurrences of such importance having taken place since that period. 

In the treaty proposed by Don Jose Pizarro, in 1817, with the United States, the following articles 
are to be inserted as the basis, viz: 

“6th. His Catholic Majesty, master of Florida, East or West, in all the extension in which he 
received them from England by the treaty of 1783, and which they had in possession of Great Britain 
before said treaty, will be willing, for his part, to cede them, with the same extension, to the United 
States of America, in full property and perpetual sovereignty, provided that the United States are equally 
disposed on their part to cede, in the same form to his Catholic Majesty, that part of Louisiana which is 
situated to the west of the Mississippi, and is the territory which lies between the said river and the well 
known limit which now separates, and has separated Louisiana when France possessed it before the year 
1764, and even before the death of the King of Spain, Charles IT., from the Spanish province called Texas; 
so that, after these reciprocal cessions are verified, the course of the river Mississippi, from its source 
to where it discharges into the sea, will be the only limit of the dominions of his Catholic Majesty, and 
those of the United States; and though the King could wish that in the most southern part of said 
river, where it opens different branches or channels before discharging itself into the sea, the separating 
line might be continued through the principal channel which passes by New Orleans; yet His Majesty, 
desiring, in all that depends upon him, to facilitate the arrangement, it may be agreed and stipulated, 
that the dividing line, in the part where the Mississippi separates itself and flows into different channels, 
shall be established towards the western part, placing it in the middle of the arm or channel called La 
Fourche, to where it discharges itself into the sea, all the delta, or ground alluvion, situated on the east 
of said channel La Fourche, remaining in the power of the United States. 

“4th. As by the 8th article of the treaty of Utrecht it is declared that for the future all cessions, 
sales, or alienations of the Spanish territory in America, shall be null and no value, Spain herself remain- 
ing without powers to make them, and England obliging herself to aid the Spaniards, that the limits of 
their dominions in America should be established and maintained as they were before the decease of King 
Charles II.; and as the part of the Floridas situated on the cast of the river Perdido was a Spanish pos- 
session at the time of the decease of the said King Charles II., and, therefore, is comprehended in the 
said 8th article of the treaty of Utrecht, it is not in the power of his Catholic Majesty to effectuate, by 
himself, the cession mentioned in the preceding article, without the previous consent and agreement of 
the power or powers interested in the fulfillment of the said treaty of Utrecht, for which reason it will 
be indispensable, in case that the United States shall accede to the proposed arrangement, to solicit and 
obtain the said consent of the power or powers interested, and the derogation, and for this sole purpose 
of the said article of the treaty of Utrecht, which, in all other respects, shall hereafter remain in full 
force.” 





No. 10.—Note of General Armstrong, in a pamphlet entitled a ‘“ Review of Adams's Eulogium upon 
James Monroe.” 


“Mr. Adams asserts that much ability was shown in this abortive negotiation by Mr. Monroe and 
his colleague Mr. P. Does he forget, or has he overlooked the admission to be found in Mr. Monroe’s 
preliminary letter to Talleyrand, ‘‘that we had bought from France only what France had bought from 
Spain?” By this admission, the question became one, not of construction, but of fact. It was no longer 
what the terms of the treaty of St. Ildefonso would warrant us in demanding, but how those terms were 
understood by the parties to that instrument. Spain denied that she had ceded West Florida to France, 
and France denied that she had either sold, or intended to sell to us, more than she had bought from 
Spain. Such was the Pons Asinorum which stopped the progress of Mr. Monroe and his colleague at 
Madrid. By the way, the construction given to the treaty of St. Ildefonso, on which the United States 
so long and pertinaciously relied, and which Mr. Madison’s ingenuity made so plausible, was a suggestion 
of Mr. Livingston’s, submitted by him to his government, and adopted by it, but to which Mr. M. for 
some time refused his assent. See Mr. L.’s official correspondence with Mr. Madison in the spring of 1803.” 
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ON A CLAIM TO LAND IN MICHIGAN. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 15, 1835. 


Mr. Astos Davis, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Martin 
Nedan, reported: 


The petitioner prays Congress to grant him title to a certain tract of land which he states he pur- 
chased of the Ottoway tribe of Indians in the year 1795, lying on the south side of the Miami river, of 
lake Erie; and for a more particular description refers to a paper of that date purporting to be a deed 
from the chiefs of said nation to him for the land. He also refers for evidence, to proofs exhibited by 
him before commissioners, published in the report of the committee on public lands in 1828, entitled 
“Land Claims in Michigan, page 344.” In the documents exhibited and referred to, the committee can 
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find no proof whatever that the land described in the petition belonged to the Ottoway Indians at the 
date of the deed referred to, or that the same was in the limits of their territory. In the absence of whic 
evidence it does not appear that this land lies in that boundary ceded to the United States by the lat: 
treaty with the Ottoway tribe of Indians. Such being the situation of the case as presented, it is no; 
necessary to take any farther view of the subject. 

Tae committee therefore recommend the rejection of the prayer of the petitioner. 
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LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 15, 1835. 


Treasury Department, January 14, 1835. 

Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the House of Representatives of the 12th instant, requesting 
the Secretary of the Treasury ‘to return to the House the report, referred to him at the last session, of 
the commissioners appointed to examine and adjust private land claims in Missouri, with such remarks 
as he may think proper to make thereon,” I have the honor to inform the House, that, on the 4th of Sep- 
tember last, this department transmitted a copy of the report of the commissioners to the Attorney 
General of the United States, and another to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and at the 
same time requested the opinion of those officers on the validity of the several claims acted and renorted 
on by the commissioners, 

On the 23d of October last, another communication was made to the Attorney General, requesting 
his opinion upon the principles of law assumed by the commissioners in their adjudication upon the 
claims reported, to enable the Commissioner of the General Land Office to make a satisfactory examina- 
tion, and report to the department; and, also, as essential to my own guidance, in replying to the 
resolution of the 30th of June last. To this communication a reply was received from the Attorney 
General yesterday, and is hereto annexed (A.) 

As the call of the House of the 12th instant seems to contemplate an immediate answer, and there- 
fore precludes the possibility of further investigation by this department of those claims, since receiving 
the opinion of the Attorney General yesterday, and of obtaining the report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, which awaited the result of that opinion, I have deemed it proper to return herewith 
to the House the report of the commissioners, without the delay which would be necessary (since receiving 
that opinion) to procure the views of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and without the still 
further delay which would be necessary should this department make additional inquiries and remarks 
on the opinions and views finally presented by those officers. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. Joun Betx, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Arrorney Generat’s Orrice, January 12, 1835. 

Sir: In your letter of the 22d of October, 1834, you requested my opinion upon the legal principles 
assumed by the recorder and commissioners for the adjustment of land titles in Missouri, under the acts 
of the 9th of July, 1832, and the 3d of March, 1833, as stated in the report made by them to the House 
of Representatives, and by that body referred to you. By your letter, and by the papers which accom- 
panied it, I was informed that the report had been referred by you to the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, with directions to examine and report upon the validity of the claims therein enumerated; 
and that you had been induced to call for my opinion in consequence of a suggestion made to you by that 
officer, that the principles and resolutions assumed by the board involved not only questions of interna- 
tional law, but others respecting the powers, duties, and responsibilities of the various classes of officers 
making the grants, as well as the existence of any regulations by which they were to be governed in the 
performance of their duties, with which he was not familiar, and upon which the opinion of the Attorney 
General was necessary to the making of a satisfactory examination and report. As a further reason for 
the adoption of this course, the Commissioner of the General Land Office remarked that ‘‘ the subject of 
individual claims to lands, under the different kinds of title emanating from foreign powers, having been 
brought before the Supreme Court of the United States for several of their last terms, in cases in which 
the United States were parties, and where the whole subject has been argued by the Attorney General of 
the United States, with the assistance of other counsel, and some of the principles involved in these 
cases having been decided by the court, those points were, therefore, much more accurately understood 
by the Attorney General, than they could possibly be by his office.’ Although strongly inclined to think 
that the circumstances referred to were not sufficient to obviate the objections made to you in my letter 
of the 17th of October, I was yet so well satisfied of the reasonableness of the suggestions made by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, and of the great burden imposed upon you by this reference, 
as to be sincerely desirous to relieve both him and yourself by any aid I might be enabled to afford. 
But as none of the cases referred to by the Commissioner had been argued or examined by me, and as I 
had not the slightest acquaintance with the subject of these peculiar titles, I thought it proper to defer 
the examination of the subject antil I could obtain the advice and assistance of General Call, of Florida, 
who has been, for several years, the counsel of the government in analogous cases, and has taken part 
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in the argument of several before the Supreme Court, and whose attendance here, with a view to the 
preparation of a very important cause, involving many of the questions on which you desire to be advised, 
I had reason to expect on the Ist instant. 

Owing to some cause, not yet known to me, that gentleman has not arrived; and as I cannot, with 
propriety, retain the papers any longer, I herewith return them to you. I regret that I do not feel myself 
sufficiently familiar with the subject to express an opinion on any of the principles assumed by the com- 
missioners, except those stated in their first and second resolutions. The former of these is undoubtedly 
correct in point of fact; and the other is founded on, and accords with, the decision of the Supreme Court 
in the case of Arredondo, which has since been followed in several subsequent cases. 

The papers are herewith returned. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


B. F. BUTLER. 


The honorable Levi Wooprvry, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 21, 1835. 


Mr. Lryy, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Sebastian 
Buicher and Peter Bloom, of the county of St. Genevieve, in the State of Missouri, for themselves and 
the heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew Butcher and Michael Butcher, deceased, reported: 


That in 1797 the petitioners and the said Bartholomew and Michael Butcher emigrated to Upper 
Louisiana, and have resided from that time until the present in what is now the State of Missouri. That, 
on the 11th June, 1802, the petitioners and the said Bartholomew and Michael Butcher petitioned the 
intendant at New Orleans for a grant of 1,600 arpens of land, to be taken at a place thercin mentioned, 
or if vacant land could not be there found, then to take the quantity lacking in the King’s,domain; and 
that Don Pierre Delassus de Luziere, commandant of the post of New Bourbon, recommended to the 
intendant of Louisiana to confirm the said grant to the petitioners, a copy of which grant is annexed. 
They also state that the original petition and recommendation were filed before the board of commis- 
sioners for the adjustment of private land claims in Missouri, and a certified copy of the testimony laid 
before said commissioners is also annexed. The depositions of John B. Valle and John R. Lalumandiere, 
hereunto annexed, show that Mary Ann Laplante, a material witness, has died since the testimony was 
laid before the board of commissioners. The petitioners further state, that being unlearned and illiterate 
men, they had supposed and always took it for granted, that the claim exhibited by them was a conces- 
sion; and they aver that such grants were always considered as concessions, and passed from hand to 
hand as such, during the Spanish government, as will appear from the depositions of Messrs. Valle and 
Lalumandiere, and other testimony taken before the board of commissioners. The petitioners further state, 
that the board of commissioners have decided that their claim is not considered by them a concession, and 
therefore they do not consider themselves as authorized to adjudicate upon it. But the petitioners also 
state that, from the time of the grant to the present, they have enjoyed the possession of the land as 
other persons holding under concessions, and had no doubts but their claim rested on the same basis as 
other good concessions. 

Joseph Pratte, being under oath, deposed that he has seen the recommendation of the said Luziere, 
late commandant of the post of New Bourbon, annexed to the petition of the said claimants, for a grant 
or concession of 1,600 arpens of land; that he is well acquainted with the handwriting of the said 
Luziere, and that the recommendation, dated 15th June, 1802, and the signature affixed thereto, are in 
the handwriting of the said Luziere. Also that he is well acquainted with the handwring of Ant. 
Soulard, late surveyor general of Upper Louisiana, and that his signature to the plat of survey is, as the 
deponent verily believes, genuine, and in his handwriting. The deponent further saith that he is fifty- 
seven years of age, and has resided in St. Genevieve and vicinity, in what was formerly Upper Louisiana, 
all his life; that he is well acquainted with the nature of Spanish concessions, and requests and recom- 
mendations of commandants of posts, of which latter class the claim here shown appears to be one, 
That after year 1799 or 1800, (as near as he can recollect,) the commandants did not give concessions, 
but recommendations to the intendant general at New Orleans, (as in this case,) and that said recom- 
mendations were uniformly considered of equal validity with concessions, and were passed and _ trans- 
ferred from hand to hand as such, and that is was the uniform custom of the intendant general at New 
Orleans to grant and confirm all such claims. He has no doubt but what the claim would have been 
confirmed by the intendant; that he has known the petitioners to have come in this country in 1797; 
that it was the custom of the government to grant lands to persons of their description when applied 
for; and the deponent has never heard that they have received any other lands than those mentioned in 
the present claim. 

John Baptiste Valle also deposes that the recommendation and signature are in the handwriting of 
Luziere; also that the signature of Ant. Soulard is genuine. That he is now seventy-two years of age, 
and has resided in St. Genevieve all his life, and is well acquainted with the manner of granting conces- 
sions by the Spanish government in Louisiana, and that he always considered incipient titles of the kind 
here shown as much entitled to confirmation as any other; and that frequently lands granted by the 
said Spanish government were not surveyed until several years after they were granted and confirmed. 

Mary Ann Laplante deposes that she is fifty-eight years of age; that she came from France to Upper 
Louisiana in the family of the before-mentioned M. Luziere, and has resided in New Bourbon and St. 
Genevieve ever since; that sometime before the change of government (she thinks in 1802) she was in 
the office of the said Luziere, (he being then commandant of the post of New Bourbon,) and saw Luziere 
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writing a paper, which he told her was a concession or grant of land to Bartholomew Butcher, Sebastien 
(or Bastien) Butcher, Michael Butcher and Peter Bloom, which grant or concession said Luziere informed 
her was for four hundred arpens for each of said persons, for that, as those persons were such good stone 
masons, it was a great object to the people and the government to retain such good workmen and peace- 
able subjects in the country. The deponent being blind, could not, of course, swear whether the conces- 
sion now shown to the commissioner is the same she saw Luziere write. 

Pierre Menard, in a letter dated 17th June, 1834, states that Michael, Bartholomew, and Sebastian 

Butcher, and Peter Bloom, came to St. Genevieve, Missouri, as early as 1796, and obtained what was 
understood to be a concession for 1,600 arpens of land, to be divided between them. They immediately 
settled the lands and improved and cultivated them ever since; Michael Butcher having died about three 
years back. 
: It further appears from the papers before the committee, that the commissioners appointed under the 
act of Congress of July 9th, 1832, for the final settlement of private Jand claims in Missouri, came to 
the conclusion, from the provisions of the law under which they acted, that the claim was anomalous, 
and did not come within their jurisdiction, not being a grant by a commandant, sub-delegate, lieutenant 
governor, or governor general, but a mere recommendation from a commandant to the governor general 
at New Orleans, for a grant. The board carefully examined the claim, and urged, from its merit, the 
favorable consideration of Congress; but independent of this, the parties under acts of Congress would 
have been entitled to a larger amount of land than now claimed, under the different laws making dona- 
tions to those who had settled and cultivated on or before the 20th December, 1803, or within eight 
months after. 
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RELATIVE TO THE PREPARATION OF THE MAPS OF CERTAIN STATES AND TERRITORIES. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 22, 1855. 


Treasury DepartTMENT, January 22, 1835. 


Sir: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 6th instant, requesting the Secretary of the 
Treasury ‘‘to report to the Senate the progress which has been made in his department under the reso- 
lution of the Senate of the 28th February, 1823,’’ &c., I have the honor herewith to transmit to the Senate 
a report from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, which gives the information required by the 
resolution. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Honorable M. Vax Buren, Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 





GreneraL Lanp Orrice, January 21, 1835. 


Sm: In obedience to the resolution of the Senate of the 6th instant, referred by you to this office, by 
which the Secretary of the Treasury is ‘‘requested-to report to the Senate the progress which has been 
made in his department under the resolution of the Senate of the 28th of February, 1823, directing to be 
prepared and Jaid before the Senate maps of the several States of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Alabama, and Louisiana, and of the Territories of Michigan, Arkansas, and Florida; whether 
the said maps, or any number of them, have been completed according to the direction of the said reso- 
lution; what is the state of advancement upon such of the said maps as have not been completed; 
whether the means are in the possession of the department to complete the said maps; and whether any 
of the said maps heretofore completed and laid before the Senate have since been posted up so as to con- 
form to the existing condition of the public lands; and to what date each map has been so posted up; and 
also to report the names of the several persons who have been employed by the department as draftsmen 
upon the said maps, the dates from which to which each person has been so employed, and the rates of 
wages and the amounts paid to each respectively for such service,””—I have the honor to report: 

That, under the resolution of the Senate of the 28th of February, 1823, maps of the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and Alabama, and of the Territory of Michigan, were prepared at this office 
and have been sent to the Senate, exhibiting the information required by that resolution up to the Ist of 
January, 1826, so far as relates to the State of Alabama, and to the 30th of June, 1825, in respect to the 
other States and the Territory of Michigan. The protraction of the maps of the surveys in Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Florida, and Arkansas, was commenced some years ago; but they have not been completed, 
and are now in this office. 

The information necessary to complete all those maps up to the 30th of November last is in this 
office; and I beg leave to refer to the annexed paper, marked A, as showing the work required to be per- 
formed on each map. 

In answer to that part of the resolution which requires the names of the persons employed, the time 
of employment, the rates of wages, and the amounts paid to them respectively, I have to state, that, 
upon the passage of the resolution of 1823, the regular draftsman of the office, (Mr. Robert King, ) whose 
salary was $1,150 per annum, commenced the protraction of the maps; and, with the exception of the 
work heretofore done upon the Arkansas map, that gentleman performed almost all the mapping that has 
been done under that resolution. 

By an act passed on the 24th of March, 1824, the Secretary of the Treasury was authorized to 
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employ an assistant draftsman and two colorers in this office, for twelve months, to complete the maps 
required by the Senate’s resolution of 28th February, 1823; and by the act of the 2d April, 1824, the 
sum of three thousand dollars was appropriated for their compensation, Under those acts, John F, Hamp- 
tramck was appointed assistant draftsman, at a salary of $1,150 per annum; and Philip Tilyard and 
Joseph Wood as colorers, at $925 per annum each. 

Mr. Hamptramck was employed from the 7th of April, 1824, to the 6th of April, 1825, under those 
acts, and from the Ist of May to the Ist of August, 1825, with the sanction of the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury; and for his services during those periods, received the sum of $1,437.10. 

Mr. Tilyard was employed from the 7th of April, 1824, to the 6th of April, 1825, and reccived $925, 

Mr. Wood was employed from the 11th of April, 1824, to the 10th April, 1825, and received $925. 

The maps not being completed when the appropriation made by the act of 1824 was expended, Mr, 
Charles Gordon, who had acted for some time as a colorer, in behalf of Mr. Wood, who was unable to 
perform his duties, was continued in the office as a colorer; and in the estimates of this office for the 
years 1826, ’27, ’28, ’29, ’30, and ’31, the item of contingencies was stated in each of those years to be 
inclusive of “ the compensation of the person employed to color the maps required by the resolution of 
the Senate of the 28th of February, 1823;” and from the appropriations founded on those estimates, Mr. 
Gordon was of course paid out of the contingent fund of this office until the Ist of December, 1831, when 
he ceased to be employed. 

; From the 10th of April, 1825, to the 10th of April, 1827, he was compensated at the rate of $925 per 
annum; and from the last-mentioned date to the Ist of December, 1831, at the rate of $1,000 per annun; 
and the total amount so paid to him was $6,488.88. 

It is proper to state, that during the period for which Mr, Gordon was thus paid, his time was not ex- 
clusively devoted to the preparation of those maps; and it is impracticable to estimate the time which the 
regular draftsman of the office, Mr. King, devoted to the same object, and the true amount of the expen- 
ditures incurred in consequence thereof. 

In consequence of its having been provided, in the general appropiation law of 1833, ‘that no part 
of the appropriations herein made, for the General Land Office, shall be applied or expended for and on 
account of a resolution of the Senate passed the 28th day of February, 1823, requiring maps to be pre- 
pared, designating thereon by discriminating colors, the lands sold, the lands granted to States for inter- 
nal improvements, donations to individuals, military grants, and private claims, confirmed by the govern- 
ment,” no expenditures have since that time been incurred by this office in completing those maps. All 
which is respectfully submitted. 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
The Hon. Levt Woopsvry, Secretary of the Treasury. 





A. 


Statement in relation to the present condition of the maps ordered by the Senate’s resolution of the 28th Febru- 
ary, 1823, with an estimate of the nature and amount of labor required to complete them to the 30th No- 
vember, 1834. 


STATE OF OHIO. 

The map, now in possession of the Senate, exhibits all the surveys that have been made in that 

State; but, in order to comply with the requirements of the resolution of 1823, so as to complete the map 

to the 30th November last, it will be necessary to color all the operations under the land system since the 

30th June, 1825, consisting of 33,190 tracts sold, the selections for canals, roads, schools, Indians, 

and for other purposes, as well as the closing operations under the credit system; which may be estimated 
to require the labor of one person for six hundred and fifteen days. 


STATE OF INDIANA. 

To complete the map of this State, heretofore sent to the Senate, it will be necessary to protract one 
hundred and fifty townships and fractional townships, to color 51,234 tracts sold from the 30th June, 
1825, to the 30th November, 1834, the closing operations under the credit system, and the tracts selected for 
canals, roads, Indians, schools, and other purposes; estimated to require seven hundred and twenty days. 


STATE OF ILLINOIS. 

The map of this State, furnished to the Senate, exhibits all the surveys that have been received; but 
to color 27,733 tracts sold from the 30th June, 1825, to 30th November, 1834, the tracts selected for 
canals, schools, &c., and the closing proceedings under the credit system, is estimated to require four 
hundred and seven days. 


TERRITORY OF MICHIGAN, EAST AND WEST OF LAKE MICHIGAN, 

To complete the map heretofore sent to the Senate, will require the protraction of four hundred and 
nineteen townships and fractional townships, the coloring of 21,421 tracts sold between the 30th June, 
1825, and 30th November last, the closing operations under the credit system, the lands selected for 
schools, &c., which would require about three hundred and thirty-three days. 


STATE OF MISSOURI. 

To complete the map of the State, heretofore furnished to the Senate, to the 30th November last, will 
require the protraction of thirty-two townships and fractional townships, the coloring of the closing ope- 
rations under the credit system, of 23,255 tracts sold for cash since the 30th June, 1825, the selections 
for schools, &c., estimated at three hundred and four days. 


STATE OF LOUISIANA. 


A map of the surveys in this State has been commenced, and is in this office; to complete it will 
require the protraction of three hundred and twenty-five townships and fractional townships, the coloring 
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of the lands sold under the credit system, of 2,791 tracts sold under the cash system, the lands granted 
for schools, and those confirmed and granted to individuals, estimated to require one hundred and sixty- 
eight days. 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. 

To complete the map of this State, which has been commenced, will require the protraction of five 
hundred and fifty-six townships and fractional townships, the coloring of all the lands sold under the 
credit system, and of 28,848 tracts sold for cash, the lands confirmed or granted to individuals, the selec- 
tions for schools, Indian reservations, &c., estimated to require at least five hundred and seventy-three 
days. 

STATE OF ALABAMA. 

To complete to the 30th November last, the map of this State, which has been furnished to the Senate, 
will require the protraction of four hundred and eleven townships and fractional townships, the coloring 
of the closing operations under the credit system, the tracts selected for canals, schools, Indian reserva= 
tions, &c., and of 38,860 tracts sold from the first January, 1826, estimated at seven hundred and twelve 
days. 

TERRITORY OF FLORIDA, 

To complete the map which has been commenced of this Territory, will require the protraction of two 
hundred and one townships, the coloring of the lands granted or confirmed to individuals, the selections 
for schools, &c., and of about four thousand cash sales, which may be estimated at one hundred and 
seven days. 


TERRITORY OF ARKANSAS. ; 

A map of this Territory was commenced by Mr. Hamtramck, but in consequence of its present 
appearance, it is thought that it would be advisable to commence another map; and it is estimated that 
to furnish as complete a map as the documents in the office will permit, will require the protract on of 
650 townships and fractional townships, the coloring of 2,433 sold tracts, of 6,084 tracts granted as 
military bounties, the lands confirmed and granted to individuals, and those selected for schools and other 
purposes, would require about 216 days. 

The whole of which may be considered as being equal to the labor of one competent person for 
nearly fourteen years; and is a low estimate, without making any allowance for sickness or unavoidable 
absence during that period. 

ELIJAH HAYWARD. 

Genera Lanp Orricr, January 21, 1835. 





23p Coneress. | No. 1295. [2p Sesston. 








ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 22, 1835. 


Mr. Lixy, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Joseph Philip- 
son, for confirmation of his title to a tract of land in the State of Missouri, reported: 


The petitioner sets forth, that the tract of land, containing two arpens in front by forty arpens in 
depth, situated among the second line of concessions or grants, adjacent or appertaining to the village 
of St. Louis, at a place near that village called the Cul de Sac, bounded on the front by the end or west 
line of the forty arpens lots, and adjoining at its western boundary and depth to the royal domain, on 
the north adjoining to the land of Madam Camp, and on the south to that of M. Yosti, to which he prays 
confirmation of title, was, in 1795, and for many years previous thereto, held and possessed by one Joseph 
Sorin, commonly called Larochelle; that on the Ist June, 1795, the said Sorin or Larochelle did, by a deed 
of that date, (a certified copy of which accompanies the petition,) sell, convey, and relinquish unto one 
Gabriel Lachance, for the sum of one hundred frances or livres, the said tract of land; that the said tract 
of land, as above described, was held and occupied by the said Lachance, without challenge from any 
source, from the said Ist June, 1795, until the 9th September, 1816, on which day he, the said Lachance, 
did, by a conveyance in due form of law, (a copy of which is also furnished, ) for the sum of one hundred 
dollars, current money, sell, convey, and relinquish unto the petitioner, and one Silvester Labbadie, and 
their heirs forever, said tract of land hereinbefore described; that said Silvester Labbadie, and his wife, 
afterwards, by deed, bearing date the 9th June, 1817, conveyed and released all their interest and estate 
in the said tract, to the petitioner and his heirs, forever; by virtue of which several conveyances, the 
whole interest, estate, and claim of, in, and to the said tract, became vested in the petitioner; and that the 
petitioner has remained in the continual and undisturbed possession thereof ever since. 

The grounds upon which the petitioner claims confirmation of his title to said tract are, that said 
tract was held in undisturbed possession by the afore-mentioned Sorin, or Larochelle; that, although no 
record can be found in any of the offices, of the right of said Sorin, or Larochelle, to said tract, neverthe- 
less, that said Sorin, or.Larochelle, did actually possess and occupy, unchallenged, said tract, is abun- 
dantly and satisfactorily proved by the testimony of Pierre Chouteau, (a certified copy of which also 
accompanies the petition, ) in which he says that the said Sorin, or Larochelle, “‘ was universally acknow- 
ledged by the inhabitants of said town of St. Louis and district to be the owner and exclusive proprietor 
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of said two by forty arpens, and that as such owner, the said Sorin, or Larochelle, by himself, or his 
servants or assigns, cultivated said tract of land.’’ 

There being no evidence even to assert that the right to said tract was held by any other person or 
persons, and the fact of its having been settled and cultivated many years, by both the original and sub- 
sequent possessors thereof, being clearly proved, your committee have no hesitation in recommending that 
the claim of said Philipson, to said tract of land, be confirmed, and therefore report a bill for this purpose. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR A REDUCTION OF THE PRICE OF TITE PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 26, 1835. 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS TO OUR SENATORS AND REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama, in general assembly con- 
vened, That our senators in Congress be, and they are hereby instructed, and our representatives in 
Congress requested, to use their influence in trying to obtain a reduction in the minimum price of public 
lands that have once been exposed to sale. 

And be it further resolved, That his excellency the governor be, and he is hereby requested to forward 
a copy of the above resolution to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

SAMUEL W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
F. S. LYON, President of the Senate. 
Approved January 10, 1835. 
Joun GAYLE. 








23p Coneress. | No. 1297. [2p SEsston. 
LAWS, OR REGULATIONS UNDER WHICH OATHS ARE TAKEN BY PURCHASERS OF 


? 


PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 28, 1835. 


Genera Lanp Orrice, January, 26, 1835. 


Sir: In compliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 30th, ultimo, ‘ that the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office be directed to lay before the Senate a copy of any oath or oaths prescribed by the 
Department of the Treasury, to be administered to all persons who may become the purchasers of the 
public lands subject to entry at private sale, and that the said Commissioner report to the Senate under 
what act of Congress the said oath or oaths were authorized so to be prescribed and administered,” I 
have the honor to report, that, as no particular oath or oaths have been designated in the resolution, nor 
any indication therein by which this office could be directed in its examination and report, other than that 
which relates to the sales of public lands subject to entry at private sale; and as it embraces a range of 
official operations under several acts of Congress, and instructions prescribed and directed by the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, I have deemed it my duty to append to this document a copy of all the laws and 
circulars of instructions connected therewith, that the Senate may be fully advised of every matter in 
connection with the subject, so far as this office possesses the means of information. 

The paper hereunto annexed, marked <A, is a copy of ‘‘ An act for the establishment of a General Land 
Office in the Department of the Treasary;” approved 25th April, 1812. 

By that act the Commissioner is required “under the direction of the head of the department, to 
superintend, execute and perform all such acts and things touching and respecting the public lands of the 
United States, and other lands patented or granted by the United States,” as were previously directed 
to be done and performed by law in the respective offices of the Secretary of State, the Secretary and 
Register of the Treasury, and of the Secretary of War, or which thereafter should by law be assigned to 
the said office. 

Under this general authority, I learn it has been the practice of the Commissioner, with the assent of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, as occasions rendered necessary, and to facilitate the execution of the 
laws of Congress in connection with the subject, to make and issue such rules and regulations, and 
transmit such instructions to the several land offices, as from time to time were deemed necessary to 
carry into effect the manifest intentions of Congress. As this practice has been continued ever since the 
organization of the office, without any impeachment or censure thereof by the legislative body, and as I 
am convinced from a full review of the subject that it was introduced from inevitable necessity, and not 
from any motive or desire to encroach upon the prerogatives of Congress, I have not felt myself justified 
in departing therefrom since it became my duty to administer and execute the appropriate laws assigned 
to this bureau. 

I have annexed to this document the copy of “ An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the 
public lands,’”’ approved May, 29, 1830, marked B. 

By this act, privileges of purchase were granted to a certain class of individual settlers on and culti- 
vators of the public domain, at any time within one year, whether on lands subject to sale at private entry, 





aeeetaememeiaeaiaemene cnet 


EE PIE 














————————————— 





1835.] LAWS REGULATING OATHS. 587 





or on lands surveyed but not then brought into market, by an offer at public sale. To carry into effect 
this act, without prejtdice to the private interests intended to be created, and at the same time secure to 
others the right of private entry, it became necessary, as the act required proof, in the case of pre- 
emptioners, and that the ordinary sales should not be discontinued for one year, to prescribe rules and 
require oaths, in every instance of an entry made at private sale. These were prescribed and adopted, 
as will be found in the papers hereunto appended, marked C and D. 

The reasons for these rules and regulations, and for requiring an oath in cases of private entry, are 
fully set forth and explained in the following extracts from the circular of my predecessor in office, dated 
September 14, 1830, marked D: 

“ As the law grants to any actual settler on the public lands, who was in possession thereof at the 
date of the act, and cultivated the same in 1829, aright of pre-emption to lands which having been offered 
at public sale, were subject to private entry at the same date, and has provided the term of one year for 
its operation, the question arises whether the ordinary private entries of such lands are to be suspended 
until the 29th May, 1831, when the occupant claims shall have been proved and filed, or whether the 
ordinary private entries can proceed at the hazard of interfering with the occupant within the year. 
This being a difficulty against which the law has omitted to provide, and it not being believed to be the 
intention of its framers that the ordinary private entries should be suspended for the term of one year, 
we must therefore so act as to make the law available to the occupant, to its full extent as to time, and 
also permit the ordinary private entries to proceed. It is therefore to be expressly understood that every 
purchase of a tract of land at ordinary private sale, to which a pre-emption claim shall be proved and filed 
according to law, at any time prior to the 30th May, 1831, is to be either null and void, (the purchase 
money thereof being refundable under instructions hereafter to be given,) or subject to any future legis- 
lative provisions.” 

“Therefore, prior to your permitting any entries of land, you will have to exercise every possible 
precaution to prevent such interference. The only precaution that can be pointed out to you, is to require 
the oath of the applicant, that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, no claim exists to the same land, 
as a pre-emption under the act of 29th May, 1830.” 

The oath alluded to in the above-named instructions was not required by any express words’. the 
act, and therefore no special form was prescribed; but the precaution appears to have been advisedly 
adopted (and, as I understood, after much consideration and hesitation), as absolutely indispensable to the 
due execution of the act of the 29th May, 1830, and other acts of Congress of equal dignity and validity. 

The office was in a dilemma, and greatly embarrassed in the execution of laws, which, in their 
provisions, conflicted with each other, and required the utmost vigilance of the department to prevent 
the sacrifice of individual rights, and at the same time preserve the paramount interests of the govern- 
ment. It was not foreseen, on the passage of the law, if I am truly advised, that rights irrevocably 
vested under it were to interfere with the ordinary sales of the public lands at private entry. 

I deem it proper here to state, that during the session of 1830-1831, when complaints were made to 
this office from Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, and also named in Congress, that these instructions created 
much personal inconvenience; I submitted the whole subject to the honorable Samuel D. Ingham, then 
Secretary of the Treasury, for his review and consideration; and that, in a personal conference with him 
on the subject, it was his opinion that no alteration or change should be made therein, without the further 
legislation of Congress. No further legislation was had at that session in connection with this compli- 
cated subject, and no change was adopted in the execution of the laws. To Mr. Ingham I owe the 
declaration, that in his official conduct, as the head of ‘the Treasury Department, so far as the same came 
within my knowledge and observation, to my judgment, he exhibited the wisdom and discernment of the 
statesman, and the vigilance and industry of the patriot; and particularly in every matter connected 
with the General Land Office. Having his sanction for a practice previously adopted, so far as the said 
oaths were required, it was not competent for me to make any change therein without the assent of the 
head of the department; and being of opinion they were required, as essential to the administration of 
right and justice, my own sense of official duty dictated to me a continuance of the same. The prinei- 
ples of right and the verity of facts cannot be departed from without a dereliction of public duty, nor 
become the subject of discussion in contradistinction with the plain and unequivocal sense of the legis- 
lature. The Executive department of the government had no option. It was required to execute all the 
laws, and in its efforts so to do, has endeavored to conform to the intentions of Congress as far as practi- 
cable. The same principles have been applied, and the same practice continued, though with some 
modification, in the execution of the act of June 19, 1834, as will appear by the papers herewith annexed, 
marked E and F. The same difficulties were found to exist, and the same embarrassments to meet, as in 
the act of June 29,1830. The reasons for adopting the same rule of conduct for the several land officers 
are set forth in these documents, to wit, the circulars of instructions, dated July 22, 1834, and October 
23, 1834. 

The annexed documents, marked G and H, are copies of the acts of the 5th April, 1832, and the 2d 
March, 1833, and the instructions issued under the same. Those acts required, in express terms, an affida- 
vit of the applicant to purchase at private sale, in certain cases, and has been complied with as far as 
practicable. 

Documents marked I, J, K, and L, hereunto annexed, are copies of all the laws and instructions, in 
connection with the several acts of Congress for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
line and navy, and of the Continental army, during the revolutionary war; from which it will appear that 
it was indispensable to prescribe the oaths required, to prevent the greatest embarrassments in the 
disposition of the public lands at private sale. 

The act of the 30th May, 1850, as per document I, provides ‘‘that no scrip issued under the provi- 
sions of this act shall entitle the holder to enter or purchase any settled or occupied lands, without the 
written consent of such settlers or occupants as may be actually residing on said lands at the time the 
same shall be entered or applied for.” 

Although the law did not in express words require an affidavit, yet in its execution, and to conform 
to its manifest intent and object, which was to protect the actual settler and occupant against the inter- 
ference of the scrip locator, the only effectual means suggested, and which I am happy to say has been 
attended with great success, was the oath prescribed. 


All which is respectfully submitted. ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
fon. Martin Van Buren, Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 
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A. 
AN ACT for the establishment of a General Land Office in the department of the Treasury. 


Src. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That there shall be established in the department of the Treasury an office, to be 
denominated the General Land Office; the chief officer of which shall be called the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, whose duty it shall be, under the direction of the head of the department, to super- 
intend, execute, and perform all such acts and things touching or respecting the public lands of the 
United States, and other lands patented or granted by the United States, as have heretofore been directed 
by law to be done or performed in the office of the Secretary of State, of the Secretary and Register of 
the Treasury, and of the Secretary of War, or which shall hereafter by law be assigned to the said office. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That there shall be in the said office an inferior officer, to be appointed 
by the said principal officer, to be employed therein as he shall deem proper, and to be called the chief 
clerk of the General Land Office, who, in all cases when the said principal office shall become vacant, 
during such vacancy shall have the charge and custody of the seal, and of all records, books, and papers 
belonging to the said office. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the said principal officer, and every other person to be 
appointed and employed in the said office, shall, before he enters on the duties of his office or appoint- 
ment, take an oath or affirmation, truly and faithfully to execute the trust committed to him. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioner shall cause a seal of office to be made 
and provided for the said office, with such device as the President of the United States shall approve; and 
copies of any records, books, or papers belonging to the said office, under the signature of the said Com- 
missioner, or, when the office shall be vacant, under the signature of the chief clerk; and the said seal 
shall be competent evidence in all cases in which the original records, books, or papers could be evidence. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioner shall, forthwith, after his appointinent, 
be entitled to the custody, and shall take charge of the said seal, and also of all records, books, and 
papers remaining in the offices of the Secretary of State, of the Secretary and Register of the Treasury, 
and of the Secretary of War, touching or concerning the public lands of the United States; and the said 
records, books, and papers shall become, and be deemed the records, books, and papers of the said office. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the said Commissioner shall, when required by the President 
of the United States, or either House of Congress, make a plat of any land surveyed under the authority 
of the United States, and give such information respecting the public lands, and concerning the business 
of his office, as shall be directed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That, in all cases in which land has heretofore, or shall hereafter, 
be given by the United States for military services, warrants shall be granted to the parties entitled to 
such land by the Secretary of War; and such warrants shall be recorded in the said Land Office, in books 
to be kept for the purpose, and shall be located as is or may be provided by law; and patents shall 
afterwards be issued accordingly. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all patents issuing from the said office shall be issued in the 
name of the United States, and under the seal of the said office, and be signed by the President of the 
United States, and countersigned by the Commissioner of the said office, and shall be recorded in the said 
office, in books to be kept for the purpose. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That all returns relative to the public lands, heretofore directed to 
be made to the Secretary of the Treasury, shall hereafter be made to the said Commissioner, who shall 
have power to audit and settle all public accounts relative to the public lands: Provided, that it shall 
be the duty of the said Commissioner, upon the settlement of any such account, to certify the balance and 
transmit the account, with the vouchers and certificates, to the Comptroller of the Treasury, for his ex- 
amination and decision thereon, 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That no person appointed to an office instituted by this act, or 
employed in any such office shall, directly or indirectly, be concerned in the purchase of any right, title, 
or interest, in any public land, either in his own right, or in trust of any other person, or in the name or 
right of any other person in trust for himself, nor shall take or reecive any fee or emolument for negotia- 
ting or transacting the business of the office. And any person offending in the premises against the pro- 
hibition of this act, shall forfeit and pay one hundred dollars; and, upon conviction, shall be removed 
from office. 

Sec. 11. And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of the said Land Office shall be appointed 
by the President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; and shall re- 
ceive an annual salary equal to the salary of the Auditor of the Treasury, payable quarterly; and the 
sum of two thousand two hundred and fifty dollars is hereby appropriated for the said compensation, 
during the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, to be paid out of moneys in the treasury not 
otherwise appropriated, And the said Commissioner shall have the same privilege with the Comptroller 
of the Treasury, of sending and receiving letters and packages, and also final certificates and patents for 
land, free of postage. 

Src. 12. And be it further enacted, That the Commissioner of the Land Office shall be authorized to 
employ a sufficient number of clerks: Provided, that their annual compensation shall not exceed, in the 
whole, seven thousand dollars; and the said compensation shall be paid in the following manner during 
the year one thousand eight hundred and twelve, that is to say: three thousand eight hundred dollars 
shall be paid out of the moneys appropriated for the compensation of clerks, during said year, in the 
office of the Secretary of the Treasury; one thousand four hundred dollars shall be paid out of the moneys 
appropriated for the compensation of clerks, during said year, in the office of the Secretary of State; and 
three hundred dollars shall be paid out of the moneys appropriated for the compensation of clerks, during 
said year, in the office of the Secretary of War. 
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B. 


AN ACT to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled: That every settler or occupant of the public lands prior to the passage of this act, who is now 
in possession, and culti vated any part thereof in the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, 
shall be, and he is hereby authorized to enter with the register of the land office for the district in which 
such lands may lie, by legal subdivisions, any number of acres not more than one hundred and sixty, or 
a quarter section, to include his improvement, upon paying to the United States the then minimum price 
of said land: Provided, however, that no entry or sale of any lands shall be made under the provisions 
of this act which shall have been reserved for the use of the United States, or either of the several States 
in which any of the public lands may be situated. 

Src. 2. And be ut further enacted, That if two or more persons be settled upon the same quarter sec- 
tion, the same may be divided between the two first actual settlers, if by a north and south or east and 
west line the settlement or improvement of each can be included in a half quarter section; and in such 
case the said settlers shall be entitled to a pre-emption of eighty acres of land elsewhere in said land dis- 
trict, so as not to interfere with other settlers having a right of preference. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That, prior to any entries being made under the privileges given 
by this act, proof of settlement or improvement shall be made to the satisfaction of the register and re- 
ceiver of the land district in which such lands may lie, agreeably to the rules to ve prescribed by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office for that purpose; which register and receiver shall each be en- 
titled to receive fifty cents for his services therein. And that all assignments and transfers of the right 
of pre-emption given by this act, prior to the issuance of patents, shall be null and void. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall not delay the sale of any of the public lands of 
the United States beyond the time which has been or may be appointed for that purpose by the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation; nor shall any of the provisions of this act be available to any person or persons 
who shall fail to make the proof and payment required before the day appointed for the commencement 
of the sales of lands, including the tract or tracts on which the right of pre-emption is claimed; nor shall 
the right of pre-emption contemplated by this act extend to any land which is reserved from sale by act 
of Congress, or by order of the President, or which may have been appropriated for any purpose what- 
soever, 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That this act shall be and remain in force for one year from and 
after its passage. 


Approved May 29, 1830. ANDREW JACKSON. 





C. 


( Circular.) 
Generat Lanp Orricr, June 10, 1830. 

Gexttemen: Annexed you have a copy of the act of Congress approved on the 29th ultimo, entitled 
“An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands.” 

This act grants to any person who actually cultivated a tract of the public lands in the year 1829, and 
who, continuing thereon, was in the actual possession of that tract at the date of the passage of the act, 
a pre-emption right to the lands, at $1.25 per acre. 

The fact of the cultivation in 1829, and that of the possession of the land applied for on the 29th of 
May, 1830, must be established by the affidavit of the occupant, supported by such corroborative testi- 
mony as may be entirely satisfactory to you both. The evidence must be taken by a justice of the peace, 
in the presence of the register and receiver, and be in answer to such interrogatories, propounded by them, 
as may be best calculated to elicit the truth. The whole of the evidence must be carefully filed in the 
office of the register. 

All lands not otherwise appropriated, of which the township plats are or may be on file in the regis- 
ter’s office, prior to the expiration of the law, are subject to entry under the act. 

Where the whole of the improvement is embraced in the limits of a quarter section, the occupant 
must be confined to the entry of that particular ‘quarter section;” but where the improvement is situated 
in different quarter sections, then the applicant is entitled to enter the two adjacent legal subdivisions or 
half quarters in which the improvement may lie, not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres in the whole. 

In making your usual returns to this office, you will, in all cases of purchase under this act, desig- 
nate them by marking on the returns and the certificate of purchase, ‘ Pre-emption act of 1830.” 

With great respect, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE GRAIIAM, Commissioner. 

The Reerster and Receiver of the land office at ——. 





D. 


( Circular.) 
7 Genxerat Lann Orricr, September 14, 1880. 
Gexttemen: Numerous interrogatories having been propounded in relation to the act of 29th May 
last, entitled “An act granting pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,” I subjoin the following 
replies for your information and government, embracing, it is believed, all the prominent points which 
have yet arisen; and have to add, that if any case shall occur at your office, which, after a careful peru- 
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sal, appears to you not provided for in the present or former circular letter in relation to that law, you 
will make it a subject of a joint communication. 

Ist. In cases where more than two persons were settled on the same quarter section, the two first 
actual settlers only are entitled to the right of pre-emption under the 2d section of the act, and none 
others are provided for. 

2d. As the law grants to any settler on the public lands who was in possession thereof at the date 
of the act, and cultivated the same in 1829, a right of pre-emption to lands which, having been offered 
at public sale, were subject to private entry at the same date, and has provided the term of one year for 
its operation, the question arises whether the ordinary private entries of such lands are to be suspended 
until the 29th May, 1831, when the occupant claims shall have been proved and filed, or whether the 
ordinary private entries can proceed at the hazard of interfering with the occupant within the year, 
This being a difficulty against which the law has omitted to provide, and it not being believed to be the 
intention of its framers that the ordinary private entries should be suspended for the term of one year; 
we must therefore so act as to make the law available to the occupant, to its full extent as to time, and 
also permit the ordinary private entries to proceed. It is therefore to be expressly understood, that 
every purchase of a tract of land at ordinary private sale to which a pre-emption claim shall be proved 
and filed according to law, at any time prior to the 30th May, 1831, is to be either null and void, (the 
purchase money thereof being refundable under instructions hereafter to be given,) or subject to any 
future legislative provisions. 

Therefore, prior to your permitting any entries of land, you will have to exercise every possible pre- 
caution to prevent such interference. The only precaution that can be pointed out to you, is to require 
the oath, of the applicant, that, to the best of his knowledge and belief, no claim exists to the same land, 
as a pre-emption under the act of 29th May, 1830. 

The right to enter pre-emptions within any tract of country offered at public sale, subsequent to the 
date of the act, ceases at the time of the commencement of such public sale. Therefore, all tracts 
remaining unsold after such public sale are of course liable to private entry in the same manner as if the 
pre-emption law had not been passed. 

You are requested to make a report to this office on the Ist of November next, of all private sales 
which shall, up to that period, be found to conflict with pre-emption rights, and monthly reports of the 
same character are requested thereafter. 

3d. The settler has the right to select any one of several tracts which he may have actually occupied 
at the date of the act, and cultivated in 1829. 

4th. It is the intention and object of the law, that where two persons are settled on a quarter section, 
each of them should obtain his own improvements as near as practicable; and if this can be done by 
dividing the quarter section by an east and west or a north and south line, the register and receiver will 
proceed to make the division; but if such division would deprive cither party of a material portion of his 
improvement, then the parties may be permitted to take the whole quarter section jointly, and make such 
division among themselves as they may prefer for their mutual interest. The entries in your books, the 
receiver’s receipt, and the register’s certificate, in such case are to be in the joint names of the parties, 
and the patent will be issued to them as tenants in common. ; 

5th. When two or more persons have settled on a quarter section, and have relinquished their claims 
to one person, prior to the date of the act, those who have relinquished have no claim to a pre- 
emption. 

6th. The act of 31st March, 1830, entitled ‘ An act for the relief of the purchasers of the public lands, 
and for the suppression of fraudulent practices at the public sales of the lands of the United States,” has 
provided the special privilege of pre-emption to the purchasers, their heirs or assignees, of all lands relin- 
quished under any of the laws passed for the relief of purchasers of the public lands, and of such lands 
further credited under the relief laws passed in the years 1821, 1822, or 1823, as have since reverted to 
the United States by reason of nonpayment, which right extends to the 4th day of July, 1831.) The privi- 
lege of entering any such lands under the general pre-emption law of 29th May, 1830, does not exist. 
The right of pre-emption under the act of 29th May, 1830, may, however, be claimed on that description 
of lands remaining unsold which were not further credited under any of the relief laws above mentioned, 
and which have reverted to the United States for nonpayment under the act of 10th May, 1800, 

Tth. It being the intention of the law to confine the privilege of pre-emption to the Gracé occupied and 
cultivated; to a marimum quantity of one quarter section, it results that where such tract is a fraction, 
containing /ess than the quantity of a quarter section, the right of pre-emption does not extend beyond 
the quantity of such fraction. In cases, however, where the fraction exceeds the maximum quantity, the 
entry is to be made conformably to the legal subdivisions, in such manner as to obtain the quantity as 
nearly as circumstances will admit, and to include the improvements of the occupant. ; 

8th. Although a quarter section may be found to contain rather more than the ordinary quantity of 
one hundred and sixty acres, the right of pre-emption is to extend to the full quantity of such quarter 
section. If, however, such quarter section (situate on the north or west sides of the township in which 
the excesses of quantity are thrown agreeably to law) should contain so large an excess as to have 
rendered it necessary for the surveyor general to subdivide the same into three or more lots of eighty acres 
each, the party in such case is to take two adjoining lots, including his improvements. 

9th, The law contemplates that payment be made for the lands claimed by the pre-emption right at 
the period when the proof shall be filed. 

10th. Possession at the date of the act, and cultivation in 1829, are both essentially necessary to the 
conferring of the pre-emption privilege; the absence of either of these requisites will vitiate the claim. 
The building of a mill is a “possession,” but without actual cultivation it does not confer the pre-emption 
privilege under the law. The extent and nature of the cultivation are points concerning which the law is 
silent. The ordinary culture of the soil, with the view to the raising of a crop for farming purposes, 
either of Indian corn, small grains, clover, cotton, tobacco, or esculent roots, is all that is to be looked to 
as regards the requisite “ cultivation.” 

11th. An individual who mediately or immediately has acquired a title to a tract of public land which 
he occupies and cultivates, and who, either by accident or design, has so constructed his fence as to 
include part of any adjoining tract of public land, does not thereby acquire a right of pre-emption, under 
the law, to such adjoining tract. 
12th. When the occupant is unable to pay for a full quarter section, he may be permitted to enter 
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the half quarter which shall include his improvements, to be either the east or west half of such quarter, 
the divisional line running north and south, in the ordinary mode prescribed by the act of 24th April, 1820. 
I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
(Signed) J. M. MOORE, Acting Commissioner. 


The Reerster and Recetver of the land office at ——. 


P. S. to the Receiver—You are requested hereafter to render your quarterly accounts in a book form, 
of the foolscap size, the sheets of paper to be securely stitched together; and all receipts for incidental 
expenses, and for register’s salary and commission, to be written on one or more of the last pages of the 
account. 





E. 


Circular to registers and receivers of the United States land offices, by order of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, July 22, 1834. 


GentLemen: Annexed is a copy of an act of Congress, approved 19th June, 1834, entitled, ‘ An act 
to revive the act entitled ‘An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,’ approved 
May twenty-ninth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty;’’ together with a copy of the former act. 

Ist. The recent act provides “ that every settler or occupant of the public lands, prior to the passage 
of this act, who is now in possession and cultivated any part thereof in the year 1833, shall be entitled 
to all the benefits and privileges provided by the act entitled ‘An act to grant pre-emption rights to 
settlers on the public lands,’ approved May 29th, 1830; and the said act is hereby revived, and shall 
continue in force two years from the passage of this act, and no longer;” to wit, to the 19th June, 1836. 

2d. The fact of cultivation in eighteen hundred and thirty-three, and that of possession of the land 
applied for on the nineteenth June, eighteen hundred and thirty-four, must be established by the affidavit of 
the claimant, supported by such corroborative testimony of disinterested witnesses, as shall be satis- 
factory to you both. The evidence must be taken by a justice of the peace, in the presence of the register 
and receiver, wherever convenient, and be in answer to such interrogatories, to be propounded by them, 
as may be best calculated to elicit the truth; and when not convenient for the witnesses to attend before 
the register and receiver, the evidence is to be taken by a justice of the peace, and to be in answer to 
such interrogatories, to be propounded by him, as shall be best calculated to elicit the truth. 

The credibility of the testimony is to be certified by the justice of the peace, and by such other per- 
sons of the neighborhood as can certify the same. 

3d. Possession on the 19th June, 1834, and cultivation in 1833, are both essentially necessary to the 
conferring of the pre-emption privilege, the absence of either of which requisites will vitiate the claim. 
The building of a mill is a “‘ possession,” but without actual cultivation it does not confer the privilege 
under the law. The extent and nature of the cultivation are points concerning which the law is silent. 
The cultivation of a crop of grain, esculent roots, or other vegetables, of ordinary culture in the peculiar 
section of the country, 1s to be regarded as sufficient as respects the requisite of ‘‘ cultivation,” together 
with the ordinary fence or other suitable enclosure; or, when no crop or product has been taken from the 
land, and it shall appear to your satisfaction that the claimant has, in good faith, made the usual prepa- 
rations for a crop; as, when he shall have cleared ground and enclosed the field, and ploughed the soil 
preparatory to the ensuing seed-time, and with intent to sow or plant, such shall be regarded and taken 
as a sufficient cultivation to entitle him to the benefit of the act. 

The erection of a dwelling-house for the purposes of habitation, will be regarded as a requisite of 
‘‘ possession.” 

4th. The provisions of the act are not available to any person or persons who shall fail to make the 
proof and payment required, before the day appointed for the commencement of the sales of lands, 
including the tract or tracts on which the right of pre-emption is claimed; nor can the right of pre- 
emption extend to any land which is reserved from sale by act of Congress, or by order of the President, 
or which by law may have been appropriated for any purpose whatsoever. 

5th. Should any tract of land, subject to private entry at the date of the act, be entered at ordinary 
private sale, and a pre-emption claim be duly established thereto within the term of two years from the 
date of the act, the former entry is null and void. And the register and receiver are hereby required to 
make monthly reports of all such interfering sales, designating the tract, date of sale, name of purchaser, 
quantity of acres, and purchase money; also, name of pre-emptor, and date when satisfactory proof of 
pre-emption was admitted. On such reports orders for repayment will be issued. 

6th. Where a person inhabits one quarter section, and cultivates another, he shall be permitted to 
enter the one or the other, at his discretion, provided such occupant shall designate within st months 
from the passage of this act, (viz: from 19th June, 1834,) the quarter section of which he claims the 
pre-emption, and file in the office of the register a relinquishment of the right of entry to the other; but 
in all cases where those six months will expire before the date of the public sale of the township including 
such claim, the designation and relinquishment must be made prior to the day of such sale. 

ith. Where an improvement is situate in different quarter sections, the claimant is entitled to enter 
such two adjacent legal subdivisions, viz: the east and west half quarters as will include his improvement. 

8th. Where an improvement is situate on a fraction containing less than the quantity of a quarter 
section, such fraction must be taken in lieu of an entire quarter section. Should the fraction contain more 
than the quantity of a quarter section, the claimant will be permitted to take according to the legal sub- 
divisions of such fraction, so as to include his improvements, and obtain the quantity of one hundred and 
sixty acres, as nearly as practicable, without any further subdivision. 

9th. In cases where two or more persons are settled on the same quarter section, the two first actual 
settlers who cultivated in 1833, and had possession on 19th June, 1834, are entitled to the right of pre- 
emption. If an equal division of such quarter by a north and south or east and west line will not secure 
to each party his improvements, they must become joint purchasers and patentees of the entire quarter 
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section; if otherwise, it will be divided so as to secure to the parties respectively their improvements; 
in either case, the said settlers shall each be entitled to a pre-emption of eighty acres of land elsewhere, 
in said land district, so as not to interfere with other settlers having a right of preference. 

10th. You are requested to make monthly reports of those cases where two persons obtain a pre- 
emption on the same quarter section, 

11th. Transfers of pre-emption rights, prior to the issuing of patents, will not be recognized. 

12th. The act of 29th May, 1830, applied only to lands to which the Indian title was extinguished 
at that date; hence the right of pre-emption to lands to which the Indian title was extinguished subsequent 
to that date can be claimed only in virtue of cultivation in 1833, and possession on 19th June, 1834, 

13th. In making your usual returns to this oflice, you will in all cases of purchases under this act 
designate them, by marking on the returns the certificate of purchase and receipt thus: ‘ Pre-emption act 
of 1834.” Separate returns and a distinct series of numbers for pre-emption ‘ receipts” and “ certifi- 
cates” are not admissible. 

14th. Inasmuch as the ordinary private entry of lands, subject thereto at the date of the act, must 
be permitted to proceed at the hazard of interfering with the pre-emption claims which may be established 
within the two years allowed by the act, it is indispensably necessary, by way of precaution, to require 
each applicant at private sale to file with his written “application,” an affidavit to the following effect, 
to wit: 
“T do solemnly swear, (or affirm,) that since the Ist day of January, 1834, viz: on or about the 
, I personally inspected the tract of land designated in the next application, viz: the 








quar- 








day 
ter of section No. ——, in township No, ——, of range No. , in the district of lands subject to sale 
at , and that there was not, at that time, any person residing thereon, or cultivating the same; and 





I do not believe that any pre-emption right exists thereto, either under the act of 29th May, 1830, or that 
of 19th June, 1834.” 

In case the party applying to purchase did not personally inspect the tract, he may be permitted to 
file, in the above form, the oath or aflirmation of any person who alleges to have made such personal 
inspection; and in all cases you must be satisfied of the credibility of such testimony. 

15th. Where the occupant alleges that he is unable or unwilling to pay for a full quarter section, he 
may be permitted to enter the half quarter which shall include his improvements; to be either the east or 
west half of such quarter; the divisional line running north and south, in the mode prescribed by the act 
of 24th April, 1820; but in such case he will be required to file a relinquishment of his further right of 
pre-emption of the quantity authorized by the act. 

16th. You are each entitled by law to receive from the party interested a fee of fifty cents on each 
case of pre-emption admitted under the act. 

17th. The evidence adduced in support of pre-emption rights admitted under this act, and also the 
oaths required of purchasers at ordinary private sale, are to be carefully enclosed in the appropriate 
certificates of purchase, and transmitted therewith to this office, accompanied by your joint certificate as 
to the credibility of the witnesses. 

The evidences adduced in support of cases not admitted are to be carefully filed in the register’s office, 
with suitable endorsements thereon. 

18th. By the 3d section of the act of 19th June, 1834, persons residing on the public lands and cul- 
tivating the same prior to the year 1829, but who were deprived of the advantage of the act of 29th May, 
1830, by reason of the construction given to the same by the Secretary of the Treasury, are authorized to 
enter, at the minimuin price, one quarter section of the public lands within said land district. This pro- 
vision can be available only to those whose right to a pre-emption in virtue of cultivation and possession 
prior to 1829 shall be established by satisfactory proof; and who, from any cause originating in’ the 
restrictions and limitations imposed by the Secretary of the Treasury, which have not had a remedy by 
the act of 14th July, 1832, or that of 2d March, 1833, have been deprived of the advantages of the act of 
1830. When such cases shall be presented you will specially report them, with all the testimony, for the 
decision of the department. 

19th. Where floating rights to eighty acres are granted under this act, they must be located and 
paid for at the time of entry of the tracts on which such floating rights accrue. 

In the execution of the act, the utmost vigilance and diligence on your part are requisite to detect 
fraud, and determine the character and credibility of the testimony. <A faithful and impartial discharge 
of your duty are alike essential to protect the government from imposition, and the honest claimant in 
his right. 
I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 


ELIJAW HAYWARD, Commissioner. 


P. S—It will be proper to give publicity to the law and to these instructions, by distributing copies 
of this cirenlar throughout your land district; for which purpose a number of copies will be furnished. 
It is also desirable that the newspapers published in your district should gratuttously publish the same 
for the information of the community. 

The forms of journal and ledger now used by the register and receiver will be discontinued from and 


after the Ist of October next. A form of ledger to be substituted by the receiver will be furnished as soon 


as practicable. 


AN ACT to revive the act entitled ‘*An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the public lands,’ approved May twenty-nine 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That every settler or occupant of the public lands, prior to the passage of this act, who is now 
in possession and cultivated any part thereof in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-three, 
shall be entitled to all the benefits and privileges provided by the act entitled “An act to grant pre- 
emption rights to settlers on the public lands,” approved May twenty-nine, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty; and the said act is hereby revived; and shall continue in force two years from the passage ot 
this act, and no longer. 

Src. 2. And be it further enacted, That where a person inhabits one quarter section and cultivates 
another, he shall be permitted to enter the one or the other at his discretion: Provided, such occupant 
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shall designate, within six months from the passage of this act, the quarter section of which he claims 
the pre-emption under the same, 

Src. 3. And be it further enacted, That all persons residing on the public lands and cultivating the 
same prior to the year eighteen hundred and twenty-nine, and who were deprived of the advantages of 
the law passed on the twenty-ninth May, eighteen hundred and thirty, by the constructions placed on 
said law by the Secretary of the Treasury, be, and they are hereby, authorized to enter, at the minimum 
price of the government, one quarter section of the public lands within said land district. 

Approved June 19th, 1834. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 


Notr.—The act approved 29th May, 1830, was appended to this circular; for which see document B 
herewith. 





F. 


To registers and receivers of United States land offices.—Supplemental instructions under the pre-emption law 
of 19th June, 1834. By order of the Secretary of the Treasury. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, October 23, 1834. 


GENTLEMEN: In consequence of representations made to the department respecting the operation of 
the third clause of the instructions contained in the circular letter of the 22d July last, I have to inform 
you that the Secretary of the Treasury, unwilling to withhold the advantages of the late pre-emption law 
from applicants who may have meritorious and substantial claims to its benefits, and who, by reason of 
circumstances peculiar in their character, have no actual residence on the land claimed, has conclude’. so 
to modify the instruction complained of as to admit as exceptions from the general principles, such cases 
of the character referred to as, in the exercise of a sound and liberal discretion on your part, shall appear 
from facts, satisfactorily proved, to come within the meaning and intent of the act. The following are 
cited as examples of the cases expressly referred to: 

Ist. Where the cultivation may have been made by an unmarried person, without family, boarding 
and lodging with another family resident on a tract adjoining, or in the immediate vicinity of his improve- 
ments; or by a married person living in a similar manner; where there has been actual and bona fide 
intention to reside on the land cultivated, but where the preparation was not complete, or the intention 
was frustrated by unavoidable accident; where the tract cultivated may have been a necessary and 
integral portion of a farm or plantation of an individual residing on an adjoining tract, and where, 
without the aid of the proceeds of such additional cultivation, he could not have maintained himself and 
family, and continued to reside where he did; or where, by reason of the unhealthy location of the lands 
cultivated, the individual may have fixed his residence on a neighboring tract. In all these cases, and 
others analogous in their circumstances and spirit, where the facts are distinctly proved, and where, in 
the exercise of a sound and liberal discretion, you are satisfied that they come within the meaning and 
intent of the law, the third clause of the circular letter referred to, which regards the erection of a 
dwelling-house for the purposes of habitation as a requisite of “ possesston,” is modified so as to admit 
the right of entry. 

2d. No pre-emption right to section No. 16, reserved for schools, can be sustained under existing 
laws, nor will the act of 19th June, 1834, admit of a floating right of pre-emption elsewhere, in virtue 
of a scttlement and improvement in the sixteenth section. Individual claimants considering themselves 
aggrieved under such circumstances, will have to prefer their claims to Congress. 

3d. Where an individual establishes a right of pre-emption to a fractional section containing less 
than one hundred and sixty acres, or to a half quarter section, the other half of which was sold previous 
to the date of the act, or to a residuary quarter quarter of a section, (which residuary quarter quarter 
must have been made such by locations made under the act of 5th April 1832, inasmuch as quarter quar- 
ters of sections cannot originally be selected, as such, under the pre-emption law,) in all such cases the 
fraction, the half quarter, or the quarter quarter is to be regarded as a separate and distinct tract, beyond 
the quantity of which the party can claim no right to locate elsewhere, or on adjoining lands; but in cases 
where two or more individuals are settled on any one such tract, the two first actual settlers are entitled 
to enter in their joint names, and each of these two is entitled to receive a floating right to eighty acres 
elsewhere. 

4th. Where A settled on and cultivated a tract of public land in 1833, and prior to the 19th of June, 
1834, sold his right to B, who continued to improve and occupy the same on that day, B is regarded as 
entitled to the benefits of the act. 

5th. Where A cultivated a tract of public land in 1833, and had placed B thereon, as a tenant in 
possession, who continued to improve and cultivate the same on the 19th June, 1834, A is regarded as 
entitled to the right of pre-emption, on due proof of cultivation and occupancy as required by the act. 
But in case A, prior to the year 1833, had placed a tenant on a tract of public land, who cultivated and 
possessed agreeably to the tenor of the act, the right of pre-emption is to accrue to the tenant. 

6th. The testimony heretofore required to be taken before a justice of the peace may also be taken 
before a notary public, or any other officer duly qualified to administer oaths. 

ith. Where there were more than two actual settlers on a tract, floating rights accrue to the two 
Jirst actual settlers, and to none of the others. 

8th. Quarter quarters of sections are created only by the operation of the act of 5th April, 1832, 
entitled ‘(An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands.” 

The right to enter and make payment for quarter quarters of sections (lots of forty acres) under 
the act of 19th June, 1384, can be claimed only in cases where residuary quarter quarters are found to 
exist ina section, they having been created separate and distinct legal subdivisions by the peculiar ope- 
ration of the act of 1832. ; 

gaye While on this subject I have to mention that, on inspecting the names of purchasers, it is appre- 
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hended that due caution is not observed by registers in operating under the act of 1832, which provides 
that no one individual can enter more than eighty acres in tracts of forty acres. Increased vigilance is 
strictly enjoined in this respect, and in order to insure a strict compliance with the law, the register is 
hereby required to keep an alphabetical list of the names of purchasers of quarter quarters of sections, 
which list must always be referred to, as a check, prior to the admission of entries of land in that mode 
under the act aforesaid. 

9th. In cases where individuals have settled on public lands since the passage of the act of 19th 
June, 1834, the form of affidavit prescribed in the 14th clause of the circular letter of 22d July last may 
be varied to suit the peculiar circumstances of such case, by striking out the words “and that there was 
not, at that time, any person residing thereon, or cultivating the same,” and inserting, in lieu thereof, all the 
facts in the case as they are found to exist. 

10th. Military land scrip cannot, under existing laws, be located on any public lands settled or occu- 
pied “ without the written consent of such settlers or occupants’? as may be actually residing “on said lands 
at the time the same shall be entered or applied for.’ Such settlement or occupancy, therefore, although 
it may or may not have reference to any existing pre-emption privilege, is a bar to the location of the 
scrip, without the written consent of the settler or occupant. The form of the affidavit prescribed for 
such cases by the circular letter of 2d October, 1833, will substantially remain unaltered; but in cases 
where individuals are desirous of locating scrip, it is not deemed necessary to require from them two 
separate affidavits; one under the circular of the 2d October, 1833, and another under the 14th clause of 
the circular of 22d July last; but the substance of both those forms may be incorporated into one affi- 
davit. 

11th. Payment is to be required in all cases arising under the late pre-emption law at the time the 
right of entry is admitted. In cases arising under the third section, or in such as may be of doubtful 
character, and which you may deem it necessary to refer for the decision of the department, payment 
will not be required until a favorable decision is communicated; meanwhile the land claimed is to be 
withheld from sale. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, ELIJAH HAYWARD, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 


P.S.—It has been the usual practice of this office to acknowledge the receipt of the monthly and 
quarterly returns. Henceforward that practice, which consumes time and creates unnecessary labor, 
will be discontinued. If returns are not promptly rendered, the reason of the delay will be promptly 
demanded. 

The register is requested to report to the surveyor general lists of such township plats as require 
renewal in consequence of mutilation or defacement, and also to forward to this office a copy of such 
report. 
The “ quarterly account book” described in the circular Ietter of 28th August last, for the use of 
receivers, and alsu a supply of printed blanks for making quarterly returns to this office, (in lieu of the 
form of quarterly accounts heretofore in use,) have both been forwarded by mail some wecks since. 





G. 


Circular to the registers and receivers of the United States land offices. 


GeneraL Lanp Orricr, May 8, 1832. 


GenTLEMEN: The following is a copy of the act of Congress, approved on the 5th of April, 1832, 
entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands.” 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That from and after the first day of May next, all the public lands of the United States, when 
offered at private sale, may be purchased, at the option of the purchaser, cither in entire sections, half 
sections, quarter sections, half quarter sections, or quarter quarter sections; and, in every case of a 
division of a half quarter section, the line for the division thereof shall run east and west; and the cor- 
ners and contents of quarter quarter sections which may thereafter be sold shall be ascertained, as nearly 
as may be, in the manner and on the principles directed and prescribed by the second section of an act 
entitled ‘‘ An act concerning the mode of surveying the public lands of the United States,’ passed on 
the 11th day of February, 1805; and fractional sections, containing fewer or more than one hundred and 
sixty acres shall in like manner, as nearly as may be practicable, be subdivided into quarter quarter 
sections, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury: Pro- 
vided, that this act shall not be construed to alter any special provision made by law for the sale of land 
in town lots: And provided, also, that no person shall be permitted to enter more than one half quarter 
section of land under this act, in quarter quarter sections, in his own name, or in the name of any other 
person, and in no case unless he intends it for cultivation, or for the use of his improvement; and the 
person making application to make an entry under this act shall file his or her affidavit under such regu- 
lations as the Secretary of the Treasury may prescribe, that he or she makes the entry in his or her own 
name, for his or her own benefit, and not in trust for another: Provided further, that all actual settlers, 
being housekeepers, upon the public lands shall have the right of pre-emption to enter within six months 
after the passage of this act, not exceeding the quantity of one half quarter section, under the provisions 
of this act, to include his or their improvements, under such regulations as have been, or may be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and in cases where two persons shall live upon the same quar- 
ter section, subject to be entered under the provisions of this act, each shall have the right to enter that 
quarter quarter section which includes his improvements. 

Under the provisions of this act, no person is permitted to enter more than one half quarter section 
in quarter quarter sections in his own name, or in the name of any other person; and in no case, unless 
he intends it for cultivation, or for the use of his improvement. 

The following is the form of the affidavit (prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, in pursuance 
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of the requirements of the act) which is to be attached to and filed with the application for the entry of 
the one or two quarter quarter sections, as may be desired, under the privileges conferred by the act. 

I (or we) do soleninly swear (or affirm) that the land above described is intended to be entered 
for my (or our) personal benefit, and not in trust for another; and that the same is intended for the pur- 
poses of cultivation, or (as the case may be) for the use of my (or our) improvement, situate on the 

, of section No. , township No. , range No. , 

This affidavit is to be made before a justice of the peace, or other officer legally authorized to admin- 

ister oaths. 


Pre-emption privilege in favor of housekeepers on the public lands. 


The act further provides that “all actual settlers, being housekeepers, upon the public lands, shall 
have the right of pre-emption to enter within six months after the passage of this act, not exceeding the 
quantity of one half quarter section, under the provisions of this act, to include his or their improve- 
ments, under such regulations as have been or may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury; and 
in cases where two persons shall live upon the same quarter section, subject to be entered under the pro- 
visions of this act, each shall have the right to enter that quarter quarter section which includes his 
improvement.” 

The proof to be adduced to you that the party applying for the benefit of the act is rightfully enti- 
tled thereto, is his or her own affidavit before a magistrate, or other officer duly authorized by law to 
administer oaths, setting forth the fact that he or she is an actual settler and housekeeper on public 
lands, (not on lands already purchased from the government, ) and that the half quarter section applied 
for includes his or her improvement, which affidavit is to be sustained by the affidavits of one or more 
disinterested persons, substantiating the fact to your entire satisfaction. ° 


Form of the affidavit. 


I do solemnly swear that I am an actual settler and a housekeeper on a tract of public land, viz: the 
quarter of section No, , in township No. , of range No. , and hereby apply to «ater 
the quarter of the said section, under the provisions of the act of Congress, approved on the 5th 
of April, 1832, entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ which 
will include my improvement. 

The operation of this pre-emption privilege in favor of housekeepers will exist until the fifth day of 
October next, and I have it in charge from the Secretary of the Treasury to inform you that this privilege 
must not have the effect to stay or interfere with either public sales or private entries of lands during 
the same period. 

Where the right of pre-emption exists to lands not at this date subject to private entry, and that 
will be offered at public sale prior to the 5th October next, the evidence of claim under the act must be 
filed with you, and the purchase money paid prior to the day of the public sate, otherwise the pre-emption 
will not be recognized. 

In order to prevent collision between the ordinary private entries and the pre-emption rights intended 
to be secured to housekeepers by the act, the Secretary of the Treasury directs that in all cases of appli- 
cations to make private entries within the term of six months, ending on fifth October next, the applicant 
(not being the pre-emptor) be required to make affidavit in the following mode and form, viz: 

I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the tract of land intended to be applied for, viz: the 
quarter of section No. ———, township No. ———, range No. , in the district of lands subject 
to sale ————-, is not, to the best of my knowledge and belief, subject to any claim by pre-emption 
right under the provisions of the act of Congress passed on the 5th April, 1832, entitled ‘‘ An act supple- 
mentary to the several laws for the sale of public lands.” 

“In cases where two persons shall live on the same quarter section, subject to be entered under the 
provisions of this act, each shall have the right to enter that quarter quarter section which includes his 
improvements;” and should any cases exist where the improvements of both parties fall within the same 
quarter quarter section, they must apply joiné/y for the purchase of the land which they are respectively 
entitled to enter under the law. The recciver’s receipt and register’s certificate will issue in their joint 
names, and they will become co-patentees, and thereby be enabled to make such division of the tract as 
may be mutually satisfactory to them. ; 








Of the subdivisions into quarter quarter sections. 


The act of the 24th April, 1820, entitled ‘An act making further provision for the sale of the public 
lands,” authorizes the subdivision of quarter sections into half quarter sections, by a line supposed to be 
run north and south, from points to be ascertained on the principles laid down by the act of 11th February, 
1805, entitled “An act concerning the mode of surveying the public lands of the United States.” Such 
points are intermediate between the established corners on the lines running cast and west. 

Under the provisions of the act of 5th April, 1832, the corners and contents of quarter quarter sec- 
tions must be ascertained on the principles of the act of 11th February, 1805, by lines running east and 
west. Such east and west lines must therefore be supposed to run through the section from intermediate 
points between the established corners on the sectional lines which form the eastern and western boun- 
daries of the section, so as to divide each half quarter section into two equal parts. Therefore the contents 
of a quarter quarter section are to be assumed as the one-half of the contents of a half quarter section. 

In cases where the sectional lines diverge from the cardinal points, the divisional line to constitute 
the quarter quarter sections will be considered as running parallel to the line forming the northern or 
southern boundary of the section: for instance, the line constituting quarter quarter sections in the two 
southern quarter sections is to be considered as running parallel to the southern boundary of the section; 
and the line constituting quarter quarter sections in the two northern quarter sections is to be considered 
as running parallel to the northern boundary of the section; starting in each case from points intermediate 
between the established corners in the eastern boundary of the section, and running west to join the 
corresponding intermediate points between the established corners in the line forming the western bound- 
ary of the section. 

The act of 5th April, 1832, prescribes that “ fractional sections containing fewer or more than one 
hundred and sixty acres shall, in like manner, as nearly as may be practicable, be subdivided into quar- 
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ter quarter sections, under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the 
Treasury.” The Secretary directs that the subdivision of fractional sections shall be made by the 
surveyors general into lots containing the quantity of a quarter quarter section, as nearly as practicable; 
by which subdivisions you will be governed. 


Of the practical operations on the books and maps. 


The tract books, as now opened, admit of the entry of sections by half quarters. Where it is 
practicable to interline the entries of the quarter quarter sections in a suitable manner, (which can be 
the case only where the handwriting is small and neat,) an interlineation will answer the purpose. In 
those cases where the entry in the tract book has been for a quarter or half section, such of the spaces 
opened for the entry of the same quantity in cighths as remain vacant may be occupied by the entry of 
the quarter quarter sections. 

Where it is from any cause inexpedient to inferline the entries of quarter quarter sections in the 
regular tract book, they will have to be entered into a ‘ miscellaneous tract book” as they occur in the 
order of their dates: and a reference must be made in the place where such entry ought to appear in the 
regular tract book to the number of the recciver’s receipt issued on payment for the quarter quarter 
section, which proceeding will always furnish the means of tracing up the entry. 

The map is to be marked in such case with the number of the receiver's receipt, corresponding in 
number with the register’s certificate of purchase for the same tract. 

The quarter quarter sections are to be described as the northeast, northwest, southeast, and south- 
west quarters of the northeast, northwest, southeast, or southwest quarters, as the case may require; 
and the subdivision of fractional sections into quarter quarter sections, as nearly as practicable, are to 
be designated in the mode to be indicated by the surveyor general in the plat of subdivision which he is 
required to furnish you. 

The register is requested to furnish the surveyor general, as soon as practicable, with a schedule of 
the fractional sections and parts of fractional sections remaining unsold, and which are liable to be sub- 
divided under the provisions of the act of 5th April, 1832. 

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAW WAYWARD. 
To the Reatster of the Land Offiice and Receiver of Pubtie Moneys at ——. 





I. 


Circular to registers and receivers of the United States land offices. 
GreNeRAL Lanp Orricr, May 17, 1833. 


GENTLEMEN: Subjoined is the copy of an act of Congress, approved on the 2d March last, entitled 
‘*¢ An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ 
approved the 5th April, 1832.” 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in all cases in which persons were settlers or occupants of the public lands, prior to the 
Ist day of May, 1832, and were authorized to enter under the provisions of the act entitled ‘An act 
supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ approved April 5th, 1832, and were 
prevented from making their entries in consequence of the public surveys not having been made and 
returned, or where the land was not attached to any land district, or where the same has been reserved 
from sale in consequence of a disputed boundary between two States, or between a State and Territory, 
the said occupants shall be permitted to enter the said lands on the same conditions, in every respect, as 
were prescribed in said act, within one year after the surveys are made, or the land attached to a land 
district, or the boundary line established; and if the land shall be proclaimed for sale before the expiration 
of one year, as aforesaid, then the said settlers or occupants shall be permitted to enter before the sale 
thereof.” 

The provisions of the above act give the right of pre-emption to two quarter quarter sections, to such 
persons as were entitled to the benefits of a pre-emption entry of two quarter quarter sections of land, 
under the act of the 5th April, 1832, but who were prevented from making an entry from the operation 
of the causes stated, viz: 

Ist. Where the public surveys were not made and returned prior to the 5th October, 1332; or 

2d. Where the land was not attached to any land district; or 

3d. Where the land has been reserved from sale, in consequence of a disputed boundary between 
two States, or between a State and Territory. 

The proof to be adduced to you, that the party applying for the benefit of the act is rightfully 
entitled thereto, is his or her affidavit, before a magistrate or other officer duly authorized by law to 
administer oaths, setting forth the fact that he or she is an actual settler and housekeeper on public 
lands, (not on lands already purchased from the government,) and that the half quarter section applied 
for includes his or her improvement; which affidavit is to be sustained by the affidavit of one or mere 
disinterested persons substantiating the facts to your entire satisfaction. 


Form of the affidavit. 


I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am an actual settler and housekeeper on a tract of public 


land, viz: the quarter of section No. , in township No , of range No. , and 
hereby apply to enter the quarter of said section, under the provisions of an act of Congress, 


approved on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled ‘‘An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary 
to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ ” which will include my improvement. And I do further 
swear (or affirm) that I have not entered under this act, or under the act of the 5th April, 1832, to which 
it is supplemental, at this or any other land office of the United States, any land in quarter quarter 
sections, in my own name, or in the name of any other person, 
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In order the further to guard against the violation of the act of the 5th April, 1332, by persons 
entering more than two quarter quarter sections, the Secretary of the Treasury has directed that the 
following affidavit be made before a justice of the peace, or any other officer legally authorized to 
administer oaths, prior to all entries to be made under that act. 


Form of affidavit. 


I (or we) do solemnly swear (or affirm) that the land above described, is intended to be entered for 
my (or our) personal benefit, and not in trust for another; and that the same is intended for the purposes 
of cultivation (or as the case may be) for the use of my (or our) improvement, situated on the of 
section No, , of township No. , of range No. , and that I (or we) have not entered under the 
act of 5th April, 1832, or under the act of the 2d March, 1833, at this or any other land office of the 
United States, any land in quarter quarter sections, in my (or our) name, or in the name of any other 
person. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, RLIJAT WAYWARD. 
To the Reetsrer and Receiver of the land office at ——. 





i 


Notice to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the Continental army of the 
revolutionary war. 
AN ACT for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the Continental army during tho 
revolutionary war. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That the officers and soldiers, sailors and marines, who were in the service of Virginia, Cu her 
own State establishment during the revolutiontry war, and who were entitled to military land bounties 
by the laws and resolutions of that State, their heirs and assigns, shall be and they are hereby authorized 
to surrender to the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, such of their warrants for said land 
bounties as shall remain unsatisfied, in whole or in part, and to receive certificates or scrip for the same, 
at any time before the first day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five; which 
certificates or scrip shall be issued by the said Secretary, and signed by him, and countersigned by the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, in the following manner, that is to say: There shall be a 
separate certificate or scrip for such sum as shall, at the time of issuing the same, be equal to the then 
minimum price of cach quantity of eighty acres of land due by such warrant, and remaining unsatisfied 
at the time of such surrender; and a like certificate or scrip for such sum as at the time shall be equal to 
the minimum price of the quantity that shall so remain unsatisfied, of any such warrant after such 
subdivision of the amount into quantities of eighty acres, And where any such warrant shall have been 
lost or mislaid by time and accident, it shall and may be lawful for the party desiring to surrender the 
same, to surrender an official copy thereof, certified under the seal of the land office of Virginia, with the 
affidavit of the party endorsed upon or accompanying the same, stating that such warrant has been lost 
or mislaid, and that the original hath not been sold or transferred, to the knowledge or belief of the party 
so surrendering, or his or her guardian. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office to request the executive of Virginia to furnish him with a statement of all such warrants, within 
the purview of this act, as have already issued, showing the number and date of each warrant, and the 
quantity of acres granted by each, and also a monthly statement of the same description, showing the 
number, date and quantity of such warrants as shall hereafter be granted. And no warrant shall be taken 
to be within the provisions of this act which shall hereafter be granted, unless the executive of Virginia 
shall cause a certificate to be endorsed thereon, signed by some proper officer, stating that the party to 
whom such warrant shall be so granted, his, her, or their ancestor or devisor was entitled thereto by some 
law or resolution of the said State, in force at the time of the deed of cession by the State of Virginia to 
the United States. 

Src. 38. And be it further enacted, That before the Secretary of the Treasury shall issue the scrip 
required by the provisions of this bill, the applicants shall produce to him the certificate of the register 
of the land office in Kentucky, and the certificate of the surveyor of the military lands of the Virginia 
line, that the warrant (when the original is presented; or the copy, when the original has been lost or 
destroyed,) has not been located, surveyed or patented in Kentucky, attested by the seal of his office. 

Src. 4. And be it further enacted, That the certificates or scrip to be issued by virtue of this act shall 
be receivable in payment for any lands hereafter to be purchased at private sale, after the same shall 
have been offered at public sale, and shall remain unsold at any of the land offices of the United States, 
established or to be established in the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. And all such certificates or 
scrip as shall be issued by virtue of this act shall be assignable, by endorsements thereon, attested by 
two witnesses: Provided, that all certificates or scrip to be issued in virtue of any warrant hereafter to 
be granted, shall be issued to the party originally entitled thereto, or his heir or heirs, devisce or devisees, 
as the case may be. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of this act shall be deemed and taken to extend 
to all such officers, soldiers, sailors, marines, chaplains, musicians, surgeons and surgeons’ mates, in the 
land or sea service of the State of Virginia during the revolutionary war, and generally to every person 
to whom the State has engaged to pay a land bounty for services in that war, of any description, by any 
law or resolution passed before, and in force at the date of the said deed of cession; except only such 
persons as are mentioned in, and provided for, by the reservation contained in the said deed of cession in 
favor of the officers and soldiers of the said State on Continental establishment: Provided, that no scrip 
issued under the provisions of this act shall entitle the holder to enter or purchase any settled or occupied 
lands, without the written consent of such settlers or occupants as may be actually residing on said lands 
at the time the same shall be entered or applied for: And provided, also, that the amount of land thus 
located shall not exceed two hundred and sixty thousand acres. 


+ 
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Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of the first and fourth sections of this act shall 
extend to and embrace owners of military land warrants issued by the United States in satisfaction of 
claims for bounty land for services during the revolutionary war; and that the laws selene enacted, 
providing for the issuing said warrants, are hereby revived and continued in force for two year 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, that the provisions of this act shall also be deemed baa: ‘taken to 
extend to all the unsatisfied warrants of the Virginia army on Continental establishment: Provided, that 
the quantity thereof shall not exceed fifty thousand acres, in addition to the two hundred and sixty thou- 


sand acres heretofore authorized to be located by their State line. 
A. STEVENSON, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
J. C. CALHOUN, 
Vice-President of the United States and President of the Senate. 


Approved May 30, 1830. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 





J. 


Circular to land officers in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 
Treasury Department, General Land Office, November 16, 1830. 


GeytLtemeN: Under the provisions of an act of Congress, approved on the 30th day of May last, enti- 
tled ‘‘An act for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy and of the Conti- 
nental army during the revolutionary war,” there will be issued from this department, certificates or scrip 
for such sum ($100) as is equal to the minimum price of the public lands for each quantity of eighty acres 
remaining unsatisfied of each land warrant, and a certificate for such fractional quantity as may remain 
after the subdivision of each warrant into portions of eighty acres. 

The 4th section of the act referred to provides that the certificates of scrip to be issued under said 
act ‘‘shall be receivable in payment of any lands hereafter to be purchased at private sale, after the same 
shall have been offered at public sale, and shall remain unsold at any of the land offices of the United 
States, established or to be established in the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois; and all such certifi- 
cates or scrip as shall be issued by virtue of this act shall be assignable by endorsement thereon, 
attested by two witnesses.” 

The 5th section of the act provides, in the following words, ‘‘ that no scrip issued under the provisions 
of this act shall entitle the holder to enter or purchase any settled or occupied lands without the written 
consent of such settlers or occupants as may be actually residing on said lands at the time the same 
shall be entered or applied for.” 

In order to govern your conduct in the receiving of this scrip, I have to call your attention to the 
following general rules: 

First—As to location. 

The law forbids the application of scrip to the entering of lands occupied by persons actually residing 
thereon, without the written consent of such settler or occupant. 

As you can have no means of ascertaining whether the lands are occupied or not, it becomes indispen- 
sably necessary to require from the party intending to locate an aflidavit as to the occupancy or vacancy 
of the land required to be entered. 

If the party intending to appropriate land by the application of this scrip should produce the ‘‘ written 
consent’’ of the individual purporting to be the occupant thereof, he must also file his own affidavit, setting 
forth that the person so purporting to be the ocenpant is, to the best of his knowledge and belief, the 
bona fide and sole occupant of the tract of land so intended to be entered. 

If, on the contrary, the party intending to appropriate land by the application of this scrip should 
assert that there is no occupant or person residing thereon, he must be required to file an affidavit, sub- 
stantially in the form following, viz: 


a , being desirous of locating the half of quarter of section No. , in 
township No. , in range No. , in the district of lands subject to sale at , by applying in 


payment thereof a certain certificate (or certificates) of military land scrip, do hereby solemnly swear 
(or affirm) that, from my own knowledge of the fact, after actual inspection of the said tract of land, on 
or about the day of , there was not, at that time, any person or persons residing thereon; and 
that I do verily believe there i is no person residing thereon at this present time, or having claim of pre- 
emption thereto, under the act of 29th May, 1830, entitled ‘An act granting pre-emption rights to settlers 
on the public lands, in virtue of having cultivated the soil in 1829, and having had possession thereof on 
the 29th of May, 1830.” 
Second—As to the surrendering of the scrip. 


The scrip is assignable by endorsement thereon, attested by two witnesses. 

When the parties in whose favor the scrip is issued shall employ an agent to locate the same, they 
can accomplish that object by power of attorney, authorizing such agent to make the location and to 
endorse the scrip. 

The power of attorney is to be duly executed before a notary public, or justice of the peace, whose 
authority as such is to be certified by the clerk of the proper court, under his official seal. 

In case the parties in whose favor the scrip is issued wish to employ an agent to make the location 
without the formality of a letter of attorney, they may adopt the simple method of assigning the scrip 
to the agent, in the words following, or equivalent thereto, viz: 

I (or we) do hereby assign all my (or our) right, title, and interest of, in, and to the within certifi- 
cate, to ; 

(Signed ) A. B. 

Witnesses, C. D. 

E. F. 
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Or, I (or we) do hereby assign all my (or our) right, title, and interest of, in, and to the within 


certificate, to , for the only purpose of relinquishing the same to the United States, in payment of 
such lands as he may enter in my (or our) name. 
(Signed) AB. 


Witnesses, C. D. 
kK. F 


In all cases when scrip is surrendered at the land office, whether by the parties entitled thereto or 
by their agents, the following form of relinquishment, or one equivalent thereto, is to be endorsed on the 
certificate, viz.: 

I (or we) do hereby relinquish to the United States the within certificate, in payment (or in part 


payment, as the case may be) of the half of the quarter of section No. , in township No. , of 
range No. , located in the name of , at the land office at , this day of , 183. 
(Signed) A. B. 


Witnesses, C. D. 
EK. F 


Where there are several parties named in a certificate, and the endorsement of the whole of them 
cannot be made at one and the same time in the presence of the same two witnesses, the witnesses are 
to indicate the names of the parties signing at the time of the attestation, thus: 

Witnesses, A. B. 

c. BD. 

As to the signatures of E. F., J. K., L. M, or 

As to the signature of each of the parties named in the within certificate, in cases where all the 
parties are present. These remarks should be in the handwriting of one of the witnesses. 

The powers of attorney are to be duly endorsed, numbered, and filed away in the receiver’s office, 
and he is to make an endorsement on each certificate or scrip located under power of attorney, as follows: 

A power of attorney in this case, duly executed as required, has been filed in this office, and 
numbered. 

(Signed) A. B., Receiver 


Third—As to the forms of office in operating on the scrip. 


The receipts given by the receiver are to indicate, by endersements thereon, the fact of the payment 
being made, either wholly or in part, by military land scrip. In like manner, when occasion requires it, 
the receipts are to indicate the payment made in forfeited land stock, issued under the acts of 1828 and 
1830. Thecash and stock accounts of each of your offices will exhibit, in one column of stock, the amount 
of military land scrip and forfeited land stock embraced ‘by each payment, without discrimination of the 
different denominations. The receiver is, however, required to keep a register of stock and scrip, which 
will make the necessary discrimination between the different classes in separate columns. 

A transcript from this register is to be transmitted to this office by the receiver at the end of every 
month, and will form a component part of his regular monthly returns. 

’ Blanks for these monthly returns will be speedily forwarded, and a portion of them will be bound 
into a book, to form the register alluded to. 

The quarterly cash and stock accounts of the receiver, and the regular monthly returns of sales ren- 
dered by both your offices, are to indicate at the footing thereof the amount of military land scrip, and 
also the amount of the forfeited land stock of the acis of 1828 and 1830, respectively, received during each 
month and quarter. 

The receiver’s monthly account current, rendered to the Secretary of the Treasury and to this 
office, will also indicate the respective aggregate amount of scrip and stocks received during the month. 

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD, Commissioner. 

The Rectster of the Land Office and Receiver of Public Money. 





K. 


AN ACT to extend the time of issuing military land warrants to officers and soldiers of the revolutionary army. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the time allowed for issuing military land warrants to the officers and soldiers 
of the revolutionary army shall be extended to the first day of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-five. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the further quantity of three hundred thousand acres of land 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated in addition to the quantity heretofore appropriated by the act 
entitled ‘An act for the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the 
Continental army during the revolutionary war,’’ approved the thirtieth of May, eighteen hundred and 
thirty; which said appropriation shall be applied in the manner provided by the said act, to the unsatis- 
fied warrants which have been or may be issued as therein directed, to the officers, and soldiers, and others, 
as described in the first, fifth, and seventh sections of said act. 

Src. 8. And be it further enacted, That the last paragraph of the first section of the said act, which 
authorizes the issuing of warrants upon an affidavit that the original was lost, and upon the production of 
an official copy thereof, shall be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Approved July 13, 1832. 


AN ACT granting an additional quantity of land for the location of revolutionary bounty land warrants. 


Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the further quantity of two hundred thousand acres of land be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated in addition to the quantity heretofore appropriated by the act entitled “An act for 
the relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the Continental army, during 
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the revolutionary war,” approved the thirtieth May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty; and the act 
entitled “An act to extend the time of issuing military land warrants to officers and soldiers of the revo- 
lutionary war,’’ approved the thirteenth July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty two; which said 
appropriation shall be applied in the manner provided by the said acts to the unsatisfied warrants, whether 
original or duplicate, which have been or may be issued, as therein directed, to the officers, and soldiers, 
and others, as described in said acts: Provided, that the said certificates of scrip shall be receivable in 
payment of any of the public lands liable to sale at private cntry. 
Approved March 2, 1833. 





L. 
Circular to registers and receivers of United States land offices. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, October 2, 1833. 


GentteveN: Under the provisions of an act of Congress, approved on the 2d March, 1833, entitled 
“An act granting an additional quantity of land for the location of revolutionary bounty land warrants,” 
there will be issued from the Treasury Department certificates or scrip for such sum ($100) as is equal 
to the minimum price of the public lands, for each quantity of eighty acres remaining unsatisfied of each 
Jand warrant granted by the State of Virginia, for military services rendered in her State and Continental 
lines and navy; and also a certificate for such fractional quantity as may remain after the subdivision of 
each warrant into portions of eighty acres. 

The following are the words of the law, viz: 

Section 1. ‘Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the further quantity of two hundred thousand acres of land be, and the same is 
hereby, appropriated, in addition to the quantity heretofore appropriated by the act entitled ‘An act for the 
relief of certain officers and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, and of the Continental army, during the 
revolutionary war,’ approved the thirtieth May, one thousand eight hundred and thirty; and the act entitled 
‘An act to extend the time of issuing military land warrants to officers and soldiers of the revolutionary 
war,’ approved the thirteenth July, one thousand eight hundred and thirty two; which said appropriations 
shall be applied in the manner provided by the said acts to the unsatisfied warrants, whether original or 
duplicate, which have been or may be issued, as therein directed, to the officers and soldiers, and others, 
as described in said acts: Provided, that the said certificates of scrip shall be receivable in payment of 
any of the public lands liable to sale at private entry.” 

The act of 30th May, 1830, above referred to, (sec. 4th,) provides that the certificates or scrip to be 
issued under the said act “ shall be receivable in payment of any lands hereafter to be purchased at pri- 
vate sale, after the same shall have been offered at public sale, and shall remain unsold at any of the land 
offices of the United States established or to be established in the States of Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois; 
and all such certificates or scrip as shall be issued by virtue of this act shall be assignable by endorsement 
thereon, attested by two witnesses.” 

The fifth section of the act of 30th May, 1830, provides in the following words: ‘That no scrip 
issued under the provisions of this act shall e title the holder to enter or purchase ¢ any settled or occu- 
pied lands without the written consent of such settlers or oc cupants as may be actually residing ¢ on said 
Jands at the time the same shall be entered er applied for.’ 

The foregoing provisions of the act of 30th May, 1380, are all regarded as continued in force by 
the act of 2d of March, 1833, with the exception of the restriction as to the States wherein the scrip 
issued under the latter act is reccivable, it being made available in payment for public lands subject 
to private entry at all the United States land offices in the several States and Territories. 


First—As to location. 

The law forbids the application of scrip to the entering of lands occupied by persons actually resi- 
ding thereon without the written consent of such settler or occupant. 

As you can have no means of ascertaining whether the lands are occupied or not, it becomes indis- 
pensably necessary to require, from the party intending to locate, an affidavit as to the occupancy or 
racancy of the land required to be entered. 

If the party intending to appropriate land, by the application of this scrip, should produce the 
‘written consent” of the individual purporting to be the occupant thereof, he must also file his own 
aflidavit, setting forth that the person so purporting to be the occupant is, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief, the bona fide and sole occupant of the tract of land so intended to be entered. 

If, on the contrary, the party intending to appropriate land by the application of this scrip should 
assert that there is no occupant or person residing thereon, he must be required to file an affidavit, sub- 
stantially in the form following, viz: 


, , being desirous of locating the half of quarter of section No. , in 
township No. , of range No. , in the district of lands subject to sale at , by apply- 


ing in payment thereof a certain certificate (or certificates) of military land scrip, do hereby solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that, from my own knowledge of the fact, after actual inspection of the said tract of 
land, on or about the day of , there was not, at that time, any person or persons residing 
thereon, and that I do verily believe there is ‘no person residing thereon at the present time, or occuyping 
the same. 


Second—As to the surrendering of the scrip. 

The scrip is assignable by endorsement thereon, attested by éwo witnesses. 

When the parties in whose favor the sc rip is issued shall employ an agent to locate the same, they 
ean accomplish that object by a power of attorney, authorizing such agent to make the locations and to 
endorse the scrip. 

The power of attorney is to be duly executed before a notary public or justice of the peace, whose 
authority as such is to be certified by the clerk of the proper court, under his official seal. 
































1835. ] LAWS REGULATING OATHS. 601 


——— nl 





In case the parties in whose favor the scrip is issued wish to employ an agent to make the location, 
without the formality of a letter of attorney, they may adopt the simple method of assigning the serip to 
the agent in the words following, or equivalent thereto, viz: 

I (or we) do hereby assign all my (or our) right, title, and interest of, in, and to the within 
certificate, to 


(Signed) ALB. 

Witnesses, C. D. 

E. F. 

Or, 

I (or we) do hereby assign all my (or our) right, title, and interest of, in, and to the within cer- 
tificate, to , for the only purpose of relinquishing the same to the United States, in 
payment of such lands as he may enter in my (or our) name. ° 

(Signed ) A. B. 

Witnesses, ©. D. 

E. F. 


In all cases where scrip is surrendered at the land office, whether by the parties entitled thereto 
or their agents, the following form of relinquishment, or one equivalent thereto, is to be endorsed on the 
certificate, viz: 

I (or we) do hereby relinquish to the United States the within certificate, in payment (or in part 


payment, as the case may be) of the half of the quarter of section No. , in township 
No. , of range No. , located in the name of at the land office at , this 
day of , 183. 
(Signed) A. B. 
Witnesses, C. D. 
kK. F 


Where there are several parties named in a certificate, and the endorsement of the whole of them 
cannot be made at one and the same time in the presence of the same two witnesses, the witnesses are 
to indicate the names of the parties signing at the time of attestation, thus: 

Witnesses, A. B. 

C. D., or 

As to the signatures of E. F., J. K., L. M., or as to the signature of each of the parties named in 
the within certificate, in cases where all of the parties are present. These remarks should be in the hand- 
writing of one of the witnesses. 

The powers of attorney are to be duly endorsed, numbered, and filed away in the receiver’s office, 
and he is to make an endorsement on each certificate or scrip located under power of attorney, as follows: 

A power of attorney in this case, duly executed as required, has been filed in this office, and 
numbered ‘ 

(Signed) A. B., Receiver. 


Third—As to the forms of office in operating on the scrip. 

The receipts given by the receiver are to indicate, by endorsements thereon, the fact of the payment 
being made, either wholly or in part, by military land scrip. 

In like manner, when occasion requires it, the receipts are to indicate the payment made in forfeited 
land stock issued under the acts of 1828 and 1832. 

The cash and stock accounts of each of your offices will exhibit, in one column of stock, the amount 
of military land scrip and forfeited land stock embraced by each payment, without discrimination of the 
different denominations. The receiver is, however, required to keep a register of stock and scrip, which 
will make the necessary discrimination between the different classes in separate columns. 

A transcript from this register is to be transmitted to this office by the receiver at the end of every 
month, and will form a component part of his regular monthly returns. A quarterly transcript, of the 
same form, is also required to accompany the receiver’s quarterly accounts. 

Blanks for these monthly returns will be speedily forwarded, and you will cause a portion of them to 
be stitched together, to form the ‘‘ register” alluded to. 

The quarterly cash and stock account of the receiver, and the regular monthly return of sales ren- 
dered by both your offices, are to indicate at the footing thereof the amount of military land scrip, and 
also the amount of the forfeited land stock of the acts of 1828 and 1832, respectively, received during 
each month and quarter. 

The receiver’s monthly account current, rendered to the Secretary of the Treasury, and to this office, 
will also indicate the respective aggregate amounts of scrip and stock received during the month. 

Prior to transmitting the scrip to this office, as vouchers, the receiver is requested to cancel the 
same by cutting across the signatures of the secretary and commissioner. 

I am, very respectfully, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 


(Signed, ) ELIJAH HAYWARD. 
The Reetster of the Land Office, and Receiver of Public Moneys, at 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA, TO CHANGE THE SIXTEENTIL SECTIONS, WHERE THEY ARE 
COVERED BY INDIAN RESERVATIONS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE JANUARY 28, 1835. 


(Copy.) 
- JOINT MEMORIAL to the Congress of the United States in relation to the sixteenth sections, in that portion of Alabama commonly 
called the Creek territory. 


The general assembly of the State of Alabama would respectfully represent to the Congress of the 
United States, that according to the act admitting the State of Alabama into the Union, it is provided, 
“That the section numbered sixteen in every township, and where each section has been sold, granted, 
or disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto, and most contiguous to the same, shall be granted to the 
inhabitants of each township for the use of schools.” And, whereas, most of the sixteenth sections, and 
all the lands lying contiguous, have been taken by Indian reservations, in some of the counties the said 
sections in many instances being valuable, your memorialists therefore respectfully suggest, that the 
said sixteenth sections be re-valued, and that the several amounts be placed to the credit of the inhabi- 
tants of the same, or other lands of equal value be set apart for their use. Your memorialists respectfully 
submit the foregoing suggestions to the justice and liberality of the representatives of the United States, 
hoping that some means may be devised whereby the just claims of the inhabitants of the afore-mentioned 
counties may be placed upon the same footing with others of this State. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama, in general assembly con- 
vened, That our senators and representatives in Congress be requested to use their endeavors to procure 
the passage of a law embracing the objects of the foregoing memorial. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing memorial and resolu- 
tions to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

5S. W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
F. 8. LYON, President of the Senate. 

Approved January 10, 1835. 

JOHN GAYLE. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR A ROAD FROM MAUMEE BAY 
TO THE ILLINOIS RIVER. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 28, 1835. 


A MEMORIAL AND JOINT RESOLUTION of the general assembly of the State of Indiana, soliciting aid to improve the great 
northern chain of communication from the Maumee bay in Ohio, to the rapids of the Illinois river. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 


Whereas, in accordance with the prayer of a respectable number of the citizens of the State of Indi- 
ana, to grant them some legislative enactment to assist in the construction of a railroad from the Mau- 
mee bay on lake Erie, to the rapids of Illinois river: and influenced by proper considerations in relation 
to the general welfare, the social and commercial facilities required by our constituents in connection 
with our brethren of States contiguous, and the wants, wishes, and prosperity of a growing population; 
and whereas, this road, if improved, will be calculated to accommodate, not only the inhabitants for con- 
veying their produce to market, but, also, the multitudes of emigrants from the eastern States, who are 
directing their course to that immense region of fertile and yet uninhabited country on the river Des 
Moines, west of the Mississippi. This contemplated route, when improved, must be the most important 
northern mail route from east to west in the United States. A great portion of the land through which 
this road must eventually pass, is the property of the United States, all of which would be valuable to 
the agriculturalist, and would sell for an advanced price if the government would afford any facilities of 
transportation which would make the appropriation rather a gain than a loss to the government. 

Therefore, The general assembly of the State of Indiana solicits a donation of land of the United 
States, of five sections for every mile of said road from Maumee bay in Ohio, to the rapids of Illinois 
river, in the State of Illinois, to aid in the construction of said road. 

Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested to use 
their exertions to obtain the passage of a law in accordance with the foregoing memorial, and that they 
apply to the proper department for an officer of the United States corps of engineers to survey, locate, 
and make estimates of the cost of constructing a railroad on the aforesaid route. 

Resolved, That his excellency, the governor, be requested to forward copies of the foregoing memorial 
and resolutions to each of our senators and representatives in Congress; also, copies of the same to each 
of the governors of the State of Ohio and/Illinois, with a request that they lay them before their respec- 
tive legislatures, and solicit their co-operation with Indiana on this subject. 

JAMES GREGORY, Speaker of House of Representatives. 
DAVID WALLACE, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 16, 1835. 
N. NOBLE. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES JANUARY 31, 1835. 


Mr. Lixcony, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which was referred the petition of Benjamin 
Roach, reported: 


The petitioner represents, that on the 30th day of June, 1831, he purchased, by private entry, at’ 
Mount Salus land office, in the State of Mississippi, several tracts of the public land, which are particu- 
larly described in the petition, and paid for the same one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; that, 
being unacquainted with the situation of the country, and desirous of the lands for the contiguous set- 
tlement of several families, he examined, before making his purchase, the description of the lands in the 
field books of the suryeyor returned to the register’s office, and also made personal application to the 
surveyor for information of the quality and value of the lands; that the field notes gave a favorable 
representation of the lands for settlement, and the surveyor declared that they were ‘high, and entirely 
free from inundation.” The petitioner further states that he has subsequently ascertained that the lands 
are entirely worthless, and of no value for settlement, being, in a great part, subject to inundation seven 
months in the year by the overflowing of the Yazvo and Mississippi rivers. He prays, therefore, that 
the entries made by him of said lands may be vacated, and that he may, in lieu thereof, be permitted to 
select other unappropriated lands in Mississippi, which have been, or may be hereafter offered for sale, 
or that Congress would grant him other relief in the premises. 

The petition is accompanied by an affidavit of the petitioner, and of one Robert L. Mathews, who 
appears to have been interested in the purchase; which affidavit, in reference to the description of the lands 
in the field notes of the surveyor, only alleges that they “described and laid down said lands in such 
manner as to induce the deponents te believe the said lands were not subject to overflow,” and is entirely 
silent in relation to any representation personally made to them by the surveyor of the quality of the 
lands. No transcript from the field notes is furnished by the petitioner, from which the committee might 
judge of the ground they gave for the belief ‘that the lands were not subject to overflow,” nor is any 
evidence offered from the surveyor, or other disinterested person, of the circumstances of the purchase, or 
the true situation and value of the lands. 

The committee, without deciding how far it might be proper, under the circumstances stated in the 
petition, if well made out, to interpose for the relief of the petitioner, thus opening a door to a success- 
ful application by every purchaser who, in reliance upon the general description in a field book, or the 
loose and irresponsible declaration of a surveyor, without taking further measures to acquire correct 
information, might find himself disappointed in the expected value of his purchase, are nevertheless 
satisfied that there is no such proof of deception or imposition in the present case, as entitles the party 
to the favorable consideration of Congress. They are, therefore, of opinion that the prayer of the 
petitioner ought to be rejected. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE PRE-EMPTION LAWS TO THE 
CREEK PURCHASE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 2, 1835. 


(Copy-) 
JOINT MEMORIAL to the Congress of the United States — — of entry agreeable to the provisions of the pre-emption 
act 0 . 

The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Alabama, respectfully represents to your 
honorable body that persons living in the fractional townships of the Creek purchase are denied the 
right of entry of the lands on which they reside, agreeable to the provisions of the pre-emption act of 
1833. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly hope that the facts embodied in this memorial will receive the 
attentive consideration of your honorable body, and that if found true and just, that our citizens may 
receive the benefits designated from the act above referred to. They therefore request that your honora- 
ble bodies will be pleased to bestow on this subject the attention it may be esteemed to deserve, and as 
in duty bound your memorialists will ever pray. 

Resolved, That our senators be instructed and our representatives requested to use their best exer- 
tions to procure the relief requested by the foregoing memorial. And be it further resolved, That his 
excellency the governor be requested to transmit one copy of the foregoing memorial to each of our 


senators and representatives in Congress. 


S. W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
F. S. LYON, President of the Senate. 


Approved January 10, 1835. 


JOHN GAYLE. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF THE TWO PER CENT FUND, FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF A RAILROAD FROM THE TENNESSEE VALLEY TO MOBILE BAY. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 2, 1835. 


(Copy.) 

JOINT MEMORIALS to the Congress of the United States, on the subject of the two per cent fund, and for other purposes. 

Your memorialists would respectfully represent, that by the act of Congress, passed the 2d March, 
1819, to enable the people of Alabama to form a State government, two per cent of the net proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands lying within the State of Alabama, are reserved and set apart to make a road 
or roads, leading to the said State, under the direction of Congress. 

Your memorialists believe that there are no road or roads leading to said State, or that are necessary 
to be made to facilitate the intercourse of the people of this State, with the adjoining States, upon which 
this fund would be expended by Congress; and that unless the conditions of the donation are altered, this 
portion of the five per cent, reserved for the benefit of the people of Alabama, will be entirely useless. 

Your memorialists, therefore, pray that Congress would pass a law, placing this fund under the 
control of the State, for the purpose of constructing a railway from the Tennessee valley to the waters of 
the Mobile bay. They believe that this work would be such a one as would effectuate the intentions of 
Congress, in making the reservation of the two per cent fund, to be expended under their direction. This 
railway will not only connect the two great divisions of the State, but will enable the people of east 
Tennessee, to carry their breadstuffs and other articles to south Alabama, where they will find a good 
market, and will open a cheap and expeditious access to the seaport towns of Alabama, for all the 
country watered by the Tennessee river, and its tributaries, as well as for many of the rich counties of 
middle Tennessee. 

Your memorialists believe this work important in a national point of view, and have no doubt if the 
contemplated railroad should be completed, the people of Tennessee would find it to be their interest to 
extend it into that State. 

Your memorialists would further represent, that the contemplated railway will pass through a portion 
of the State containing a large quantity of public lands, that have been long in the market; but owing 
to their sterility, will not sell at the minimum price of the government lands; they therefore, ask Congress 
to.pass a law, authorizing the condemnation of a section of land on each side of said railroad, wherever 
the said land may belong to the United States. This land, although valueless for other purposes, will 
afford a good supply of timber and other materials, for the construction of a railroad. 

Resolved, That the governor of this State, be requested to furnish a copy of this memorial to cach of 
our senators and representatives in Congress, with instructions to lay the same before that body. 

S. W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
F. S. LYON, President of the Senate. 

Approved 10th January, 1835. 

JOHN GALE. 
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APPLICATION OF ALABAMA TO LOCATE OTHER LAND WHERE THE SIXTEENTII 
SECTIONS OF LAND HAVE BEEN DISPOSED OF. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 2, 1835. 


(Copy.) 
JOINT MEMORIALS to the Congress of the United States, in relation to the sixteenth sections in that portion of Alabama commonly 
- called the Creek territory. 

The general assembly of the State of Alabama would respectfully represent to the Congress of the 
United States, that, according to the act admitting the State of Alabama into the Union, it is provided, 
“that the section numbered sixteen in every township, and where each section has been sold, granted or 
disposed of, other lands equivalent thereto and most contiguous to the same shall be granted to the 
inhabitants of each township for the use of schools;’’ and whereas most of the sixteenth sections, and 
all the lands lying contiguous, have been taken by Indian reservations in some of the counties, the said 
sections in many instances being valuable, your memorialists therefore respectfully suggest that the said 
sixteenth sections be revalued, and that the several amounts be placed to the credit of the inhabitants of 
the same, or other lands of equal value be set apart for their use. Your memorialists respectfully submit 
the foregoing suggestions to the justice and liberality of the representatives of the United States, hoping 
that some means may be devised whereby the just claims of the inhabitants of the afore-mentioned 
counties may be placed upon the same footing with others of this State. 

Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Alabama in general assembly convened, 
That our senators and representatives in Congress be requested to use their endeavors to procure the 
passage of a law embracing the objects of the foregoing memorial. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing memorial and resolu- 
tions to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

S. W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
PF. 8. LYON, President of the Senate. 

Approved January 10, 1835. 

JOHN GAYLE. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR, A GRANT OF LAND FOR A ROAD FROM VINCENNES 
TO CHICAGO. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 2, 1835. 


Resolved, by the senate and house of representatives of the State of Illinois, That, in the opinion of 
this general assembly, a good road from Vincennes to Chicago, on lake Michigan, is an improvement 
calculated to produce innumerable and lasting benefits to the interests of the United States and of this 
State; that such a road, passing as it would for many miles exclusively over the public lands, would 
increase their value, and hasten their settlement and sales, while it would secure to a very large and 
valuable portion of the citizens of Illinois the advantages of commerce and intercourse with their fellow- 
citizens on the lakes and the Atlantic States. 

Resolved, That this general assembly recommend the passage of a bill reported by the Committee 
on Public Lands, in the House of Representatives at the last session, and which is now before Congress; 
which bill provides for appropriating a quantity of land for constructing said road. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this general assembly, the report accompanying said bill, which 
was made by the Committee on Public Lands, contains a just, clear and proper view of the subject, and 
meets our entire approbation. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to furnish each of our senators and repre- 
sentatives in Congress with a copy of these resolutions. 

JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. M. JENKINS, Speaker of the Senate. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 3, 1835. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


The petition and remonstrance of Ashley Parker, Henry Gill, and Henry Baldwin, of the county of 
Montgomery, in the State of Alabama, 


RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH: 

That your petitioners, Ashley Parker and Henry Gill, settled on the northeast and southeast frac- 
tional quarters of fractional section number twenty-four, township number eighteen, range number eigh- 
teen east; and that your petitioner, Henry Baldwin, settled on the northwest quarter of section number 
thirty, township number eighteen, range number nineteen east, and cultivated and improved the same; 
all of which tracts of land, at the time of the settlement of your petitioners, were public lands, belonging 
to the United States, and are parts of a larger tract of land, known here by the name of the ‘‘Tallassee 
Fixico reserve.” 

Your petitioners further show, that after the passage and approval of the act of Congress of the 19th 
of June, 1834, entitled “An act to revive the act entitled An act to grant pre-emption rights to settlers,” 
&e., your petitioners presented the evidence of their settlement and improvements to the register and 
receiver of the land office at Cahaba, which, in the judgment of said register and receiver, entitled your 
petitioners to the benefit of the provisions of said act. Upon the presentation of the evidence accompany- 
ing your petitioners’ application to the register and receiver, these gentlemen, doubting whether the 
lands occupied by your petitioners were, in truth and in fact, public lands, forwarded the evidence pre- 
sented by your petitioners to them, to the honorable Seeretary of the Treasury, who, after an examination 
of the same, decided that the premises occupied by your petitioners were public lands. Your petitioners, 
accordingly, under the provisions of the said act, and with the approbation of said register and receiver, 
purchased of the United States the above-mentioned tracts of land, paid to the said register and receiver 
the amount of the purchase moneys, and received from said register and receiver certificates of said pur- 
chase; all of which will more fully appear to your honorable bodies by a reference to the receipts of the 
said register and receiver, copies of which are herewith transmitted and marked A. 

Your petitioners had well hoped that, having submitted the evidence of their settlement and improve- 
ments to the proper officers, and obtained from them a favorable adjudication, and having complied in 
every particular with the requisites of the laws of the United States, and purchased of the government 
the tracts above mentioned, they would have been permitted peacefully to enjoy the premises thus fairly, 
justly, and lawfully obtained; but so it is not. May it please your honorable bodies, your petitioners are 
informed that a bill has been introduced into the House of Representatives, which, if enacted, will forever 
deprive your petitioners of any benefit on account of their settlement and cultivation, and of the right of 
property vested in them by their purchase from the United States under the act uf Congress aforesaid. 

Your petitioners do therefore solemnly protest and remonstrate against the bill which has been intro- 
duced, and which, if enacted, will, as your petitioners have already said, forever deprive your petitioners 
of the benefit of their settlement and improvements, and of the right of property vested in them by their 
purchase from the United States, and secured to them by the laws; and, in support of this their solemn 
protest and remonstrance, they submit to your honorable bodies the following statement of facts and cir- 
cumstances connected with their claim, and the controversy which has been got up against them. 
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Immediately after information reached this part of the country of the passage of the act of the 19th 
of June, 1834, above adverted to, and before the provisions of the same were generally known to our 
citizens, or an opportunity had been offered for examining them, George Taylor, of Coosa county, Jesse 
Taylor, of Talledega, George Whitman, of Montgomery, Edward Sims, of Tuscaloosa, and Bennet 8. Grif- 
fin, of Autauga, came to the premises above described, occupied by your petitioners, and commenced sur- 
veying the same, laid off the premises into building lots, gave public notice of a sale, and by auction 
disposed of the lots thus laid off to purchasers, received the notes of the vendees, payable in twelve 
months, and made to said vendees quit-claims to the lots thus sold. In this manner, the premises were 
sold from under the feet of your petitioners, notwithstanding the remonstrances of your petitioners to the 
contrary, and ample notice given by your petitioners of their occupancy, and of the right of pre-emption 
which had accrued to them by the provisions of the act. Upon inquiring into the premises, your petition- 
ers were informed that the company composed of Messrs. George Taylor, of Coosa county, Jesse Taylor, 
of Talledega, George Whitman, of Montgomery, Edward Sims, of Tuscaloosa, and Bennet 8. Griffin, of 
Autauga, claimed the lands occupied by your petitioners under a pretended purchase from George Tay 
lor, of Coosa county; and that said Taylor claimed to be owner of the same by virtue of a purchase made 
many years since of one Tallassee Fixico, an Indian of the Creek nation, who had once resided on the 
same. 
It will be manifest to your honorable bodies, upon an examination of the subject, that the-claim of 
the company, viz., of Mr. George Taylor, &c., is not well founded, either in justice or in law, and there- 
fore your honorable bodies will hesitate long before you will, by act of Congress, confirm the same, more 
especially where the vested rights of settlers and occupants are to be immediately affected and destroyed. 
If Tallassee Fixico had no right to the lands in question, he could convey none to Mr. George Taylor; 
and if Mr. Taylor had nothing, of course the company holding under him can have no more. 

By the treaty concluded at Fort Jackson, on the 9th day of August, 1814, between the United States 
and the Creek nation, a cession is made of all the lands lying in this vicinity, including the premises 
occupied by your petitioners, to the United States; which said cession is accompanied with this provision: 
‘“« Provided, nevertheless, that where any possession of any chief or warrior of the Creek nation, who shall 
have been friendly to the United States during the war, and taken an active part therein, shall be within 
the territory ceded by these articles to the United States, every such person shall be entitled to a 
reservation of land within the said territory, of one mile square, to include his improvement, as near the 
centre thereof as may be, which shall inure to the said chief or warrior, and his descendants, so long as 
he or they shall continue to occupy the same, who shall be protected by, and subject to the laws of the 
United States; but upon the voluntary abandonment of the same by such possessor or his descendants, 
the right of occupancy or possession of said lands shall devolve to the United States, and be identified with 
the right of property ceded hereby.” (See Gordon’s Digest, art. 2,359, page 444.) We have proved, by 
the most indubitable testimony, and by persons acquainted with the facts, and the most respectable men 
in this part of the country, to the perfect satisfaction of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, and 
also of the register and receiver at Cahaba, that Tallassee Fixico, a friendly Indian, in the year 1827, 
abandoned the place on which he resided at the date of the treaty, and removed to a place on the Coosa, 
a first-rate piece of land, many miles above his former residence, and has also, under the late treaty, 
received of the United States, a confirmation of title to the place on which he at present resides, and with 
which, if we are correctly informed, he is perfectly content. The lands then were, according to the 
terms of the treaty, upon the abandonment by Tallassee Fixico, public lands, and the title to the same 
vested in the United States. Being public lands, your petitioners settled on them, erected houses, and 
otherwise improved and cultivated them; and according to the provisions of the act of Congress of the 
19th June, 1834, your petitioners became entitled to a right of pre-emption of the same, and, with the 
approbation of the Secretary of the Treasury, and also of the register and receiver at Cahaba, have pur- 
chased the same of the United States. If Tallassee Fixico, in 1827, pretended to dispose of the premises 
in question to Mr. George Taylor, he committed a fraud on the rights of the United States, and could 
convey nothing. 

But your petitioners further contend that the pretended purchase by Mr. Taylor was in open violation 
of law, and therefore he could take nothing by his purchase, even if Tallassee Fixico had a good right to 
sell. By section 1 of the act of Congress of March 3d, 1807, still in force, it is provided that “if any 
person shall take possession of, or make a settlement on, any lands ceded to the United States, which 
lands shall not have been previously sold or leased by the United States, or the claim to which by such 
person shall not have been previously confirmed by the United States; or if any person shall cause such 
lands to be thus occupied, taken possession of, or settled, or shall survey or attempt to survey, or cause to 
be surveyed, any such lands, or designate any boundaries thereon, by marking trees or otherwise, until 
thereto duly authorized by law, such offender shall forfeit his right, if any he have, to such lands.” (See 
Gordon’s Digest, art. 2,419, page 460.) This act of March 3d, 1807, remains in full force on the statute 
book, and is conclusive against the right to purchase on the part of Mr. Taylor, and, if your petitioners 
are not incorrect, operates a total forfeiture of all the claim both of Mr. G. Taylor and also of the com- 
pany, who, claiming under him, have pretended to survey and dispose of the lands in controversy. Evi- 
dence of the sale by the company, made without authority from the United States, and contained in the 
deed from George Taylor and others to M. Simon, dated in July last, is herewith forwarded, and marked B. 

Your petitioners desire to call the attention of your honorable bodies to the fact, that they are in 
possession both of the lands and of the receipts of the receiver at Cahaba, showing the purchase by your 


‘petitioners, under the act of the 19th of June, 1834; and that, in virtue of the certificate of the register 


and receiver, a full and complete title to the lands in controversy is, by the laws of Alabama, vested in 
your petitioners. By section 8 of an act of the general assembly, passed in 1812, it is provided that 
‘all certificates issued in pursuance of any act of Congress, by any of the boards of commissioners, 
register of a land office, or any other person duly authorized to issue such certificates, upon any warrant 
or order of survey, or to any donation or pre-emption claimants, for any lands in this Territory, shall be 
taken and received as vesting a full, complete, and legal title, in the person in whose favor the said certifi- 
cate is granted, to the lands therein mentioned, and his, her, or their assigns, so far as to enable the 
holder of such certificate to maintain any action thereon; and the same shall be received in evidence as 
such in any court in this Térritory.”” (See Aikin’s Alabama Digest, p. 283, s. 142.) 

Your petitioners then state, and show to your honorable bodies, that the lands which were the sub- 
ject of the sale by Tallassee Fixico to Mr. George Taylor, and the sale of which is sought to be confirmed 
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by the bill introduced into the House of Representatives, against the passage of which your petitioners 
protest and remonstrate, belong, in truth and in fact, to your petitioners: 

Ist. Because your petitioners came to the Tallassee Fixico reserve some years since, and, finding the 
place on which they settled in a state of nature, and belonging to the United States, settled on it, have 
erected habitations, and have cultivated and improved the same. 

2dly. Because, by the passage and approval of the act of the 19th of June, 1834, your petitioners, 
in consequence of their inhabitation, occupancy, and cultivation, were fully entitled to the right of pre- 
emption of the same. 

3dly. Because, upon evidence of the facts, your petitioners were, by the register and receiver of the 
land office at Cahaba, in conformity to the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, permitted to pur- 
chase the lands so occupied and cultivated by them, of the United States, and did so purchase them; and 

4thly. Because, according to the laws of Alabama, the certificate of the register and receiver vests 
in your petitioners a perfect, full, and legal title to the lands in controversy. 

Your petitioners also state, and show to your honorable bodies, and charge, that the claims of the 
gentlemen who contest the right of your petitioners, and who are desirous of procuring the passage of 
the bill against which your petitioners protest and remonstrate, are not well founded: 

Ist. Because, upon the abandonment of the lands by Tallassee Fixico, in 1827, the said lands, by 
treaty, which is the supreme law of the land, devolved upon the United States, and therefore said Tallassee 

Fixico had no right to dispose of the same. 

2Qdly. Because said George Taylor bought of Tallassee Fixico in violation of positive law, and there- 
fore took nothing by his purchase. 

3dly. Because Tallassee Fixico has received of the United States, under the late treaty, a large 
body of valuable land on the Coosa river, in lieu of the land abandoned by him; and therefore his sale 
operated as a fraud upon the United States. 

4thly. Because the gentlemen composing the company, viz., Messrs. George Taylor, &c., bought 
also in violation of positive law, and without the authority of the United States, and have surveyed and 
pretended to sell, without the least authority from the government; and therefore not only tyok nothing 
by their purchase, but have totally forfeited any pretended title they may presume they have deriveu from 
Tallassee Fixico, or from any other source. 

Your honorable bodies cannot fail to perceive that the true question in this case is between bona 
fide settlers and residents on the public lands, and a company of gentlemen who are non-resident dealers 
in this species of property; and that if the benevolent policy of the government, in the passage of the 
act of the 19th of June, 1834, is to be at all taken into consideration in this question, it must be unhesi- 
tatingly decided in favor of your petitioners. Your honorable bodies will also perceive that the gentle- 
men composing the company are not entitled to a very large amount of the favorable regard of the 
government, as their claim has been urged without in the least consulting the United States, and with 
circumstances of great contumely towards your petitioners. Your petitioners have been compelled to 
see the lands on which they live sold at vendue from beneath their feet, notwithstanding the title was, 
by law, clearly vested in them, and notwithstanding the gentlemen composing the company must have 
been perfectly cognizant of the fact. Your petitioners have been injured without cause, and the govern- 
ment has been heretofore treated with great indifference. The citizens, too, in this vicinity, have just 
cause of complaint againt the company, for pretending to sell at public vendue lands to which they had 
no title, and for receiving payment for the same, the title being at the time in your petitioners. Your 
honorable bodies must also be satisfied that, if the bill against which your petitioners remonstrate should 
become a law, your petitioners will be deprived of a right vested in them by the law of the land, and be 
driven from premises which fully belong to them, your petitioners having in good faith complied with 
the requisitions of the act of Congress, and having honestly purchased from the United States the lands 
on which they reside. 

Your petitioners do therefore remonstrate and protest against the bill introduced into the House of 

tepresentatives: 

Ist. Because it would be a violation of the great and sacred principles of magna charta and the 
bill of rights, by disseising your petitioners of their freehold, and disfranchising them of their liberties, 
without the process or due operation of law. 

2d. Because it would violate the Constitution of the United States, as it would operate summarily 
to eject and oust your petitioners without the benefit and inestimable privilege of the trial by jury. 

3d. Because it would violate the Constitution of the United States, as it would impair the obligation 
and sanctity of a contract between your petitioners and the United States. 

4th. Because it would be a violation of the Constitution of the United States, as it would have an 
ex post facto operation oy parties to a contract already executed. 

5th. Because it would be a violation of the great and republican principle of State rights, as it 
would operate to set aside a law of the State of Alabama, constitutionally enacted in furtherance of 
the administration of justice among her own citizens, and on a subject within her exclusive jurisdiction. 

6th. Because it would violate the public faith pledged to your petitioners by the act of the 19th 
June, 1834. 

7th. Because it would be against public law, as it would operate a recision of a contract fairly 
entered into and executed between the government and your petitioners, without fault on the part of 
your petitioners. 

8th. Because it would be depriving your petitioners of rights already and fully vested in them, ° 
both by the laws of the United States, and those of the State of Alabama. 

9th. Because it would operate to legalize and sanction a fraud committed on the United States. 

10th. Because it would operate to legalize and sanction a fraud attempted to be perpetrated on the 
citizens of this vicinity in July last, when lands vested by law in your petitioners were pretended to be 
sold by non-residents, without title, in derogation of the authority of the United States, and of the just 
title of your petitioners. 

11th. Because it would be attended with great hardship and cruelty towards your petitioners, in 
compelling them to abandon their improvements and their habitations, and leaving them to the tender 
mercies of the gentlemen composing the company—a situation in which your petitioners feel no great 
anxiety to be placed. 
12th. Because it would be causing the United States to become a volunteer in a controversy in 
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which they have no interest, unless it be the protection of your petitioners: the striking and melancholy 
feature of which officiousness would be an interference against the very right of the case, and in oppo- 
sition to the eternal and immutable principles of justice. 
Your petitioners therefore pray that the bill introduced into the House of Representatives may not 
pass; and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 
STONE & CHESNEY, Altorneys for petitioners. 
ASHLEY PARKER. 
HENRY GILL. 
HENRY BALDWIN. 


Wervmpka, January 6, 1835. 
Srate or Arapama, Jontgomery county: 

Personally appeared the above petitioners, and made oath that the facts and circumstances mentioned 
in the above petition, as of their own knowledge, are true, and those otherwise mentioned they believe to 
be true. 

A. PARKER. 
H. GILL. 


Sworn to and signed this 7th day of January, 1835, before me, 
Kk. POND, J. P. 





A. 
Copies of the receipts of the register and receiver of the land office at Cahaba. 


Pre-emption act, 1834. 
No. 19,798. RECEIVER'S Orricre, Cahaba, November 6, 1834. 
Received from Ashley Parker and Henry Gill, of Montgomery county, the sum of one hundred and 
thirty-five dollars, being in full for northeast fractional quarter east Coosa, section number twenty-four, 
township number eighteen, range number eighteen, containing 108 acres, at the rate of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. 
Cash $135. W. G. MITCHELL, Receiver. 


Pre-emption act, 1834. 
No. 19,397. REcEIVER’s Orrice, Cahaba, November 6, 1834. 
rd ’ ’ ’ 

Received from Ashley Parker and Henry Gill, of Montgomery county, the sum of two hundred 
dollars, being in full for southeast quarter fractional section number twenty-four, township number eigh- 
teen, range number eighteen, containing 160 acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. 

Cash $200. W. G, MITCHELL, Receiver. 

Pre-emption act, 1834. ; 
No. 19,796. Receiver’s Orrice, Cahaba, November 6, 1834. 

Received from Henry Baldwin, of Montgomery county, the sum of one hundred and ninety-nine 
dollars and nine cents, being in full for northwest quarter section number thirty, township number eigh- 
teen, range number nineteen, containing 159.27}-100 acres, at the rate of one dollar and twenty-five 
cents per acre. 
Cash $199.09. W.G. MITCHELL, Receiver. 
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CLAIMS TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 


23p Concress. | 





COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 38, 1835. 


Conecress oF THE UNITED States. ) 
In tue House or Representatives, January 19, 1835. § 


On motion of Mr. Plummer, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 


passing a law, authorizing Isaac Richmond, Jonah White, Conway Oldham, David Richmond, David 
Clay, Ignatius Bankston, Samuel Hackenbury, Jefferson Clay, George Simmons, Samuel B. Parrish, 
Thomas C. McMackin, David Mabray, and John Balfour, and other persons, who were entitled to pre- 
emption rights to eighty acres of land, under the provision of an act of Congress, passed on the 2d day 
of March, 1833, entitled ‘‘ An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of the public lands,” 
and were prevented from making their entries under said act, in consequence of a decision of the officers 
of government against their rights, to enter, in lieu thereof, the same quantity of land elsewhere, within 
the same land district, at the minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and that the 
accompanying documents be referred to said committee. 
Attest: 
W. S. Frankuiy, Clerk. 
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To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 


Your petitioners, citizens of that portion of the State of Mississippi ceded to the United States by 
the Choctaw Indians, at the treaty of 1830, most respectfully represent: That they settled within that 
district of country prior to the Ist day of May, 1832, by the permission of the Choctaws, and with the 
approbation, as was generally understood, of the agent of the government, and made valuable improve- 
ments. During the spring of 1832, a portion of the United States troops were ordered into the country, 
for the purpose of removing them from the public lands as intruders and trespassers, in violation of the 
stipulations of the treaty. On a proper representation of the subject to the Secretary of War, the orders 
were countermanded, and they were permitted to remain with their families in the peaceable and quiet 
possession of their homes. (A copy of the correspondence with the War Department is made an accom- 
panying document, marked A.) By their industry and labor, your petitioners opened valuable improve- 
ments, and erected comfortable cabins for the shelter of their families, cheered with the hope that 
Congress would, in their wisdom and liberality, extend to them the same privileges extended to other 
pioneers and settlers on the public lands, the right of pre-emption to a little spot of ground, sufficient 
to cover their labor, at the minimum price of $1.25 per acre. In their reasonable hope and expectations 
they were not disappointed. On application made to the 2d session of the 22d Congress, that honorable 
body extended to them the pre-emption privileges of the act of the 5th of May, 1832, which became a 
law on the 2d day of March, 1833. Your petitioners were furnished with copies of the law and instructions 
of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, by their representative in Congress, a copy of which is 
made an accompanying document, (marked B.) The law required that the pre-emptors should make 
their applications prior to the commencement of the public sales. Some of your petitioners prepared 
their testimony in conformity with the instructions of the department, and presented the same to the 
register and receiver of the Chocchuma district prior to the commencement of the sales in the fall of 
1833, when they were informed by them that their office was not opened for the transaction of business, 
and would not be until the day fixed by the President for the commencement of the sales. On the first 
day of the sales, during the few minutes’ time given them to assert their rights, they presented. their 
testimony in support of their claims, when the officers, after consulting and advising with the specula- 
tors, rejected their applications on the pretended ground that the Choctaw lands were not public Jands 
within the meaning of the act of Congress, and that the law, consequently, did not apply to that section 
of country. An appeal was taken from the decision of those officers to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
who, without hesitation, reversed their decision, and decided in favor of the rights of your petitioners, 
as will more fully appear from an inspection of the accompanying documents, (marked C.) The land 
officers refused to suspend any action on your petitioners’ applications, or reserve their land from sale, 
until a decision of the proper department could be had; bnt arbitrarily, and without authority of law, 
and against the dictates of justice, and the feelings of humanity, sold the lands on which your petition- 
ers resided at the public sales, or permitted them to be covered by other claims. Thus were your 
petitioners thrown into the lion jaws of the aristocratic moneyed speculators, by the illegal and arbitrary 
decision of the officers of government, and compelled to compete with those lordly mercenaries, who 
infest the land offices, for their own work and labor. It is not the intention of your petitioners to charge 
the land officers with being interested with the company of speculators known to your honorable body as 
the ‘“‘Chocchuma land company,” nor of combining with the speculators against the interests and 
rights of the settlers on the public lands. The charge has, however, been made by others, and 
the subject has been investigated by a committee of one branch of Congress. The testimony in 
support of the charge has been laid before you for inspection, to which your petitioners beg leave to 
refer your honorable body for particulars, Some of your petitioners, and many other settlers on the 
public lands, were prevented by the known decision of the officers, which was posted up on the door of 
the land office, from proving up their claims, and making a formal presentation of them to the register 
and receiver prior to the land being offered at public sale. (See document D.) Others were prevented 
by the persuasions, inducements and promises held out to them by the ‘‘Chocchuma land company of 
speculators,’ which were in some instances violated, and the land of the settlers purchased by them, and 
converted to their own use; by means of which, the settlers were deprived of their labor, and their fami- 
lies turned out of doors, either without any remuneration, or compelled to take such sum for their 
improvements as the avaricious and mercenary speculators, in the contraction of their minds, deemed 
equitable and just. Your petitioners are unwilling to incur the expense of a long, expensive and tedious 
lawsuit, by resorting to the judicial tribunals of the country for a redress of their grievances; they 
therefore pray your honorable body to pass a law, giving to them a pre-emption right to other lands, in 
lieu of those that have been thus taken from them, or grant them such other relief as the equity and justice 
of their case demands, and may seem meet to your honorable body; and your petitioners, as in duty 
bound, will ever pray, &c. 


John Smith, Nathan Edwards, Baylis Nations, 
Robert Belshar, Josiah Edwards, Wm. Ormond, 
John H. Byres, Wm. B. Edwards, Woodard Roan, 
Wm. W. Byres, John H. McKennie, William Sillivent, 
William Blanton, A. McCarslin, Stephen Smith. 


N. B.—Sce accompanying affidavits for the particular facts in each case. 





A No. 1. 
Wasuineton City, May 22, 1332. 
Dear Sir: By the third article of the treaty made and entered between the United States of America 
and the mingoes, chiefs, captains and warriors of the Choctaw nation of Indians, on the 27th day of 
September, 1830, the Indians have until the fall of 1833 to complete their removal to their new home 
west of the Mississippi river, In the eighteenth article it is stipulated that “no person is to be permitted 
tu settle within the nation on the lands tu be sold before the Choctaws shall remove.” 
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The legislature of Mississippi, at the January session of 1830, by a solemn act abolished and took 
away all the rights, privileges, immunities and franchises held, claimed or enjoyed by those persons 
called Indians, within the chartered limits of that State, by virtue of any form of policy, usage or custom 
existing among them, not particularly recognized and established by the common law or statutes of the 
State of Mississippi, and extended to them all of the rights, privileges, immunities and franchises, held 
or enjoyed by the free white inhabitants of said State. 

The same act also declared all of the laws, ordinances and statutes of Mississippi to be in full force 
and operation over all persons and property within that part of the territory occupied by the said Indians. 
This act has not been repealed nor amended, but still remains in full force and operation. I understand 
that an order has been issued from the War Department, requiring the removal of all white settlers on 
the Choctaw lands; and that the United States i have been commanded to repair to the State of 
Mississippi, to aid in carrying the order into effect. I also learned, in a conversation which I had with 
you a few days ago on this subject, that the order was issued on the complaint of Mushalatubbe, a chief 
of one of the distric ts, and under an impression made from some source on the mind of the President, 
that the act of the legislature of Mississippi, before referred to, had been repealed. 1 also learned from 
you, with pleasure, that the order did not reach the commanding officer of that post, from whence the 
troops were to be dispatched into the State, until after they hi id left fur some other point, whence they 
had been previously ordered, 

An act was passed on the 4th of February, 1829, extending the laws and jurisdiction of the courts 
of the State to all white persons resident within the limits of the Choctaw and Chicasaw nations, attach- 
ing a portion of the lands in the occupancy of the Indians to the adjacent counties, and limiting the 
jurisdiction of the courts of such counties to the particular portion of territory attached thereto. The 
third section of the act, as near as I can recollect, allowed to the ministerial officers mileage, in addition 
to the fees previously established by law, for exe cuting process within the Indian boundary. This section 
of the act was repealed on the 20th of December, 1831. In 1830, an act amendatory of the act first 
above referred to was subsequently, and during the same session of the legislature, passed, which, 
among other enactments, prohibited any person or persons other than Indians from making any settle- 
ment, or attempting to-cultivate any land or lands within the boundary of the Indian territory, under the 
pe nalty of a heavy fine, and from six to twelve months’ imprisonment. So much of said act was, on the 
9th of December, 1831, repealed. These are the repealing acts, I presume, of which the President. has 
been advised, and which led him into error in supposing that the first-mentioned act had been repealed. 
I was a member of the legislature of Mississippi at the time of the passage of the laws of 1829 and 
1830, and recollect that the clause in the supplemental act of 1830, to prevent trespasses on Indian 
lands, was not incorporated into the same, because the statute laws of the State then in force were not 
amply sufficient to protect the Indians in the quiet and peaceable possession and occupancy of their 
lands, but it was incorporated for the purpose of quieting any fears which the Indians might entertain 
of a disposition on the part of the legislature to oppress them; and, also, for the purpose of inform- 
ine the citizens of the State that they would not be permitted to trespass on the lands of their red 
brethren, so long as they chose to remain in possession. Under the operation of the law, one or 
more cases, within my own knowledge, of extreme hardship, occurred, which, I presume, was 
one inducement for the legislature, at the last session, to repeal it. Another, and probably the 
great inducement for the repeal, was the consent of the Choctaws themselves, through their principal 
chief, Col. Greenwood Leflore, who is recognized by the government as the head of the nation, became a 
candidate at the last Avgust election to represent Yazoo county in the State legislature, and declared 
his intention, if elected, to effect, if possible, a repeal of that part of the act; he so expressed himself to 
me and others. The object of Leflore and other intelligent Choctaws, who had the good of the Indians 
at heart, was to invite emigration into their territory, after the ratification of the treaty, and before their 
removal, so as to enable the people of the nation to dispose of their reservations, improvements, and 
such of their stock and farming utensils as they could not conveniently take with them over the Missis- 

sippi, to the best advantage, which the y could not do unless the purchasers were permitted to go and 
settle among them. No white man, under the existing laws of Mississippi, is permitted to settle upon 
the improvement of an Indian without his consent. There is an act upon the statute book of our State, 
which provide s a summary remedy, before a justice of the peace, for any person who may be turned out 
of possession of any lands or tenements by unlawful or forcible means, on giving the opposite party ten 
days’ notice, by whatever right or title the complainant holds possession, or whatever estate he held or 
claimed in such lands or tenements of which he is dispossessed, In these summary proceedings the party 
agerieved is entitled, without delay, to his writ of haberi facias possessionem, without showing any title, 
if he proves his right of occupancy. (This act is deemed amply sufficient to protect the Indians.) The 
only important act ever in force in Mississippi in relation to the Choctaws, which has been repealed, is 
the one which I have mentioned, declaring it penal to trespass on their lands without their conse nt, and 
punishing the offender with fine and imprisonment. The Indians are not dissatisfied with the existing 
state of things; and for the truth of this assertion, I beg leave to refer to Col. William Ward, United 
States agent for the Choctaws, who is now in this city. Mushalatubbe is an old, ignorant, and drunken 
Indian, who can be induced to write by amanuensis anything which a designing person, who has subtlety 
and capacity enough to entwine himsclf into his affections, may dictate; and the government ought not 
to place confidence in any representation he may make, unless sustained by other evidence. It is not, 
and never has been, the disposition of Mississippi to oppress the Indians; she has, to her honor and credit, 
always pursued towards them a kind and humane policy. They are now, and have been since the passage 
of the act of 1830, qualified jurors, competent witnesses, by paying a poll-tax of twenty-five or fifty cents 
entitled to their votes, and cligible to any office within the gift of the people of the State. It is the 
interest of the Indians as well as the State and general government, that emigrants should be permitted, 
with the consent of the Choctaws, to settle among them; they will be able to furnish the surveyors with 
provisions, and thereby expedite the surve ying of the |: ands; the *y will prepare the way, and furnish bread 
and meat for those who may follow. All of the i improvements they make will enhance the value, and 
cause speedy sales of the public domain. There are numerous families of the first respectability from 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Georgia, the Carolinas, and the older settlements of Mississippi, who 
have, by the tacit consent of the United States agent, and express permission of the Indians, settled in 
the nation, and pitched their crops for the year. Many of them are in moderate circumstances, and have 
nearly spent their diffe all in getting there, and they will not now permit, at this season of the year, their 
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families to be turned out of doors, and their wives and children deprived of the means of subsistence for 
another year, without making the manly resistance of husbands and fathers in defence of everything 
sacred and dear. In such an event, it cannot be reasonably expected that their relations and friends can 
refuse to make common cause with them, This is a’state of things which no friend to his country and the 
Union can for a moment desire to witness; but it is a state of things which must necessarily result from 
sending a military force to remove the white settlers on the Indian lands. The citizens are sufficiently 
intelligent to know and understand their rights, and I feel assured that they will maintain them, unless 
a force is sent sufficient to drive them into submission. There is another view of. the subject, which I 
feel it my duty, as a citizen of Mississippi, to take. Laying the facts which I have stated out of the 
question, and admitting that the Indians, en masse, call upon the general government to carry into effect 
that clause of the treaty which prohibits white persons from settling in the nation until after their re- 
moval, I deny the right of the general government to exercise any jurisdiction over the citizens of 
Mississippi, within the chartered limits of the State. The right of sovereignty cannot exist both in the 
State and general governments at the same time. The right of the one necessarily excludes that of the 
other. If the general government can remove the settlers from the Indian lands, she has the same power 
to remove settlers from all of the unsold lands within the limits of the State. So long as the general 
government is recognized as the landlord of the soil, I admit that she has the right to remove all intruders 
upon her lands, not by any laws of her own, nor by a military force, but resorting to the judicial tribunals 
of the country, and seeking redress in the same manner of any other landholder, in the courts of justice 
of the States. 

I repeat, if the Indian lands are trespassed upon, the laws of the State are amply sufficient to enable 
them to redress their grievances; and, on application to the proper tribunals, the constituted authorities 
of the State will put them promptly in force. I will not, however, attempt to argue the case, but feel 
it my duty, as a citizen of Mississippi, to remonstrate against the enforcing of the order for the removal 
of the settlers; and, with this hasty view of the subject, respectfully request its revocation. 

F. E, PLUMMER. 

Hon, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





A No. 2. 


Department oF War, Jay 23, 1832. 


Sir: [have had the honor to receive your letter of the 22d instant. Upon the application of ‘iushala- 
tubbe, one of the Choctaw chiefs, for the removal of intruders from the territory ceded by that tribe to the 
United States, under the provisions of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, orders were given for a company 
of regular troops to proceed to the ceded district, and under the instructions of the agent, to remove 
such intruders therefrom. At the time this order was given, it was supposed that the law of the State 
of Mississippi, extending jurisdiction over the Choctaw country, had been suspended by the legislature 
till the expiration of the period allowed the tribe to remove. Had it not been for this belief, no instrue- 
tions for this object would have been given under the intercourse act of 1802; but whatever proceedings 
might have been adopted, they would have been had under the act of Congress providing for the removal 
of intruders from the public land. The execution of this duty would have devolved upon the marshal of 
Mississippi, and the law authorizes the employment of troops of the United States in carrying it into 
effect. 

A few days since, however, Col. Ward, the Choctaw agent, arrived here, and stated that the Indians 
did not wish the removal of the white settlers, but, on the contrary, had invited them into the country 
for the reasons so forcibly represented by you. Upon this information the President directed that the 
contemplated proceedings should be stayed, and counter instructions, a copy of which IT have the honor 
to enclose to you, together with orders to stop the movement of the troops, have been given, Certainly 
there is no wish, on the part of the government, to molest or injure any person who has moved upon the 
ceded territory; on the contrary, the President is happy to find that their residence there is acceptable 
and useful to the Indians, and that he is not called upon to execute those provisions of the treaty of 1830 
which require their exclusion from the country. In our treaties with the Indians, however, we receive 
valuable concessions, and every consideration of justice and good faith requires that all we promise to 
them we should perform. 

Had the Choctaws called upon the government for the observance of that part of the treaty to which 
T have referred, I am satisfied that the citizens would have cheerfully acquiesced in the execution, by the 
President, of those duties enjoined upon him by the constitution and laws, and essential to the perform- 
ance of the public engagements. 


tus, a LEW. CASS. 


To the Hon. F. E. Piumuer. 





B. 


Circular to registers and receivers of the United States land offices. 
GeneraL Lanp Orrice, May 17, 1833. 
GentLeMeN: Subjoined is the copy of an act of Congress, approved on the 2d of March last, entitled 
“An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ 


approved the 5th April, 18382.” ~~ as 
“Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 

assembled, That, in all cases in which persons were settlers or occupants of the public land prior to the 

Ist day of May, 1832, and were authorized to enter, under the provisions of the act entitled ‘An act sup- 
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plementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ approved April 5, 1832, and were prevented 
from making their entries in consequence of the public surveys not having been made and returned, or 
where the land was not attached to any land district, or where the same has been reserved from sale in 
consequence of a disputed boundary between two States, or between a State and Territory, the said occu- 
pants shall be permitted to enter the said lands on the same conditions, in every respect, as were pre- 
seribed in said act, within one year after the surveys are made, or the land attached to a land district, or 
the boundary line established; and if the land shall be proclaimed for sale before the expiration of one 
year as aforesaid, then the said settlers or occupants shall be permitted to enter before the sale thereof” 

The provisions of the above act give the right of pre-emption to feo quarter quarter sections to such 
persons as were entitled to the benefits of a pre-emption entry of two quarter quarter sections of land 
under the act of the 5th April, 1832, but who were prevented from making an entry, from the operation 
of the causes stated, viz: 

Ist. Where the public surveys were not made and returned prior to 5th October, 1832; or 

2d. Where the land was not attached to any land district; or 

3d. Where the land has been reserved from sale in consequence of a disputed boundary between two 
States, or between a State and Territory. 

The proof to be adduced to you that the party applying for the benefit of the act is rightfully entitled 
thereto, is his or her affidavit before a magistrate or other officer duly authorized by law to administer 
oaths, setting forth the fact that he or she is an actual settler and housekeeper on public lands, (not on 
lands already purchased from the government, ) and that the half quarter section applied for includes his 
or her improvement; which aflidavit is to be sustained by the aflidavit of one or more disinterested per- 
sons, substantiating the fact to your entire satisfaction, : 


Form of the affidavit. 


I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that Lam an actual settler and a housekeeper on a tract of public 
land, viz: the —— quarter of section No, ——, in township No. of range No. , and hereby 
apply to enter the quarter of said section, under the provisions of an act of Congress, approved on 
the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled “An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the seve- 
ral laws for the sale of public lands,” which will include my improvement, And T do further swear (or 
affirm) that T have not entered, under this act, or under the act of the 5th April, 1832, to which it is sup- 
plemental, at this or any other land office of the United States, any land in quarter quarter sections, in 
Iny own name, or in the name of any other person, 

; Lam, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

To the Reaisrer and Receiver of the land office at ——. 











) No. 1. 
Cotumpus Seplember 27, 1833. 

Sir: Some of our eitizens who were actual settlers and housekeepers on the public lands within the 
limits of that region of country ceded to the United States by the Choctaws at the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
creck, have, Lunderstand, applied to enter two quarter quarter scetions at the minimum price of one dollar 
and twenty-five cents per acre, including their improvements, under and by virtue of the provisions of an act 
of Congress approved on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled “An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act 
supplemental to the several laws for the sale of public land,’ approved 5th April, 1832.” In compliance 
with the request of those interested, I beg leave to give you, in a few words, my opinion on the subject. 
The points which have been raised before the register, and the only ones involved in the question, are, 
Ist. Whether the act of 5th April, 1832, applies to lands which, at that date, had not been offered at pub- 
lie sale. 2d. Whether the lands eeded by the treaty aforesaid are public lands. And, 3d. Whether they 
were public lands prior to the Ist day of May, 1832. The pre-emption clause in the act of 1832 is broad 
and general in its terms, and, in the language of the law, applies to ‘all actual settlers upon the public 
lands.” It contains a grant to every individual who adduces satisfactory evidence that he comes within 
the provisions of the law; and it is a universally admitted opinion which, | presume, will not be contro- 
verted, that, in the construction of all laws, as well as instruments of writing, making grants, where the 
phraseology requires or admits of construction, they shall be construed most strongly against the gran- 
tor. Twill also assume the incontrovertible position, that where an individual claims a right under an 
act of Congress, and a doubt arises as to the nature or extent of that right, the decision of the head of 
the proper department, when in favor of the individual claiming such right, is conclusive in favor of the 
individual, and against the government. Then, if any doubt existed as to the application of the act, it 
was put to rest by the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury as expressed in the cireular letter of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to the registers and receivers of the United States, under date 
of May 8, 1832, enclosing a copy of said act. The commissioner says: “TT have it in charge from the 
Seeretary of the Treasury to inform you that this privilege (meaning the pre-emption privilege) must not 
have the eflect to stay or interfere with either public sales or private entries of lands during the same 
period.” Again, says the commissioner: “Where the right of pre-emption exists to lands not at this 
date subject to private entry, and that will be offered at public sale prior to the 5th October next, the 
evidence of claim under the act must be filed with you, and the purchase money paid prior to the day of 
the public sale, otherwise the pre-emption will not be recognized.’ Here is the opinion of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, clearly expressed, that the pre-emption clause in the act of 1832 does apply as well to 
lands which at that date had not been offered at public sale as to those lands that were subject to 
private entry. This 1 consider conclusive against the government, and in favor of the pre-emptors. 
Congress, composed of the identical same members who made this law, in passing the amendatory act of 
March 2, 1833, put the same construction on the act of April 5, 1832, as the Secretary of the Treasury did in 
the cireular before referred to. By the act of 1833, the provisions of the act of 1832 are extended to all 
such persons as ‘‘were settlers or occupants of the public lands prior to the Ist day of May, 1832,” but 
could not avail themselves of the privilege granted by said act ‘in consequence of the public surveys 
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not having been made and returned,” &c., provided they apply ‘“‘within one year after the surveys are 
made,” &c. ‘If,’ however, says the law, ‘the land shall be proclaimed for sale before the expiration of 
one year,” after the surveys have been made, &e., ‘‘then the said settlers or occupants shall be permitted 
to enter before the sale thereof?’ This construction was also put on the act of 2d March, 1833, before 
recited, by the Secretary of the Treasury, as expressed by the general circular of the Commissioner, en- 
closing a copy of said act to the several registers and receivers of the United States. After giving a 
copy of the act, the Commissioner says: ‘The provisions of the above act give the right of pre-emption 
to two quarter quarter sections to such persons as were entitled to the benefits of a pre-emption entry of 
two quarter quarter sections of land under the act of 5th April, 1832, but who were prevented from 
making an entry, from the operation of the causes stated, viz: Ist. Where the public surveys were not 
made and returned prior to the 5th October, 1832; or 2d. Where the land was not attached to any land 
district; or, 3d. Where the land has been reserved from sale in consequence of a disputed boundary be- 
tween two States, or between a State and Territory.” If the provisions of this act do not extend to lands 
which have not been offered at public sale, they are perfectly nugatory, and do not extend to any case 
whatever, for there is no case where it can possibly extend to lands subject to private entry. It is, how- 
ever, unnecessary to argue a point which has never been disputed by the head of the department, but 
admitted by the Commissioner and the several registers and receivers, who did, without hesitation, per- 
mit entries to be made under the law on lands which had not been offered at public sale, by all who 
applied in proper form, before the expiration of said law. In reply to the second query, whether the 
lands ceded by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek are public lands, I will only remark, that if they are 
not public lands within the meaning of the acts of 18382 and 1833, the government has no right to sell 
them in obedience to the recent proclamation of the President. In discussing the question whether the 
lands ceded by the treaty aforesaid were public lands before the first day of May, 1832, within the mean- 
ing of the acts of Congress, before referred to, it will be umnecessary to disturb the old controversy in 
relation to the relative rights of the Indians and the general government, or the States, prior to the date 
of the treaty. On reference to the treaty ratified and confirmed by the President, with the advice and 
consent of the Senate, on the 4th of February, 1831, it will be found that the Choctaws made an absolute 
cession of the entire country which they owned and possessed east of the Mississippi to the United States. 
That stipulation, contained in the treaty which gave to the remnant of the tribe until the fall of 1833 to 
remove west, does not guaranty to them the right of possession of the whole country, nor to any greater 
portion of it than they are necessarily compelled to occupy for the time being. It is not the lands tempo- 
rarily in possession of the Indians which the settlers claim the right of entering under the act of 1833, but 
such as the Indians have abandoned. If the right of the Indians, whatever it might have been previous 
to the treaty, does not cease and vest in the general government until after the fall of 1833, the United 
States, | repeat, have no right to sell the lands before that time; and if the right of the government 
commences before the expiration of the fall of 1838, it must be dated back to the time when the 
treaty was ratified. The treaty, however, is conclusive on this subject; the lands ceded by the 
Choctaws have been considered, and are, to all intents and purposes, public lands, according to the 
common acceptation of the term, and have been so considered from the 4th of February, 1831. Those 
enterprising individuals who were the pioneers in the wilderness, and opened roads into the forests for 
the benefit of the surveyors, land officers, and land purchasers, did not go there in the capacity of tres- 
passers, squatters, or intruders, but they went there with the approbation of the officers of the general 
government, and on the express invitation of the chiefs and head men of the Choctaw nation. That 
clause in the treaty, prohibiting white persons from settling on the lands until after the removal of the 
Choctaws, was made for the benefit of the Indians, and they had a right to waive it. If the fact of the 
settlers being, in a legal point of view, trespassers, will exclude them from the provisions of the pre- 
emption act, the same argument will apply to all of the pre-emption acts which have heretofore been 
passed by Congress. All settlers on the public lands are trespassers, in contemplation of the laws of 
the United States. The lands could not have been surveyed without some one to furnish the surveyors 
with provisions, But for these settlers, the land officers could not be supported, nor the purchasers 
accommodated at the sales. The very object of the framers of the law was to protect those individuals 
who had settled there, under the circumstances, on the faith of the justice and liberality of the govern- 
ment, from the merciless speculators and others who would soon follow after them, and reap the benefit 
of their pioneer labors and perils, by securing to their wives and children a home on a little spot of 
ground, at the minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. Law, equity, and justice, in 
my humble opinion, demand a decision in favor of the applicants. Major Dowsing will present to you 
the course which he has pursued, and the reasons by which he has been governed, for your consideration 
and opinion, 


Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F. E. PLUMMER. 


IIon. E. Waywarp, Commissioner, de. 





C No. 2. 


Wasnineton Crry, June 18, 1834. 

Sir: T beg leave to call your attention to a legal question arising under the act of Congress passed 
on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled ‘An act to revive an act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the 
several laws for the sale of publie lands.’” The question is simply whether the provisions of the act 
referred to extend to the settlers on the lands ceded to the United States by the Choctaw Indians, at the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. Tam not ignorant of the fact that the Commissioner, by a letter under 
date of April 29, 1833, instructed the register and receiver at Columbus (Mi.) that the act above referred 
to did not apply to these lands; nor am | ignorant of the fact that the Commissioner confirmed that deci- 
sion on the presentation of a special case from that office in October last. In consequence of the great 
press of business in the General Land Office, important decisions are necessarily made in a hurry, with- 
out giving the cases the examination their importance demands, Such, I presume, was the case in this 
Instance. 
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I dissent from the construction placed on the law by the Commissioner, but do not desire to take an 
appeal from his decision to the Secretary of the Treasury. [ have full and implicit confidence in his legal 
attainments, and will abide by his judgment, pronounced on a thorough investigation of the case, what- 
ever it may be. I only ask a rehearing on argument before the Commissioner himself. The Commis- 
sioner, being a lawyer by profession, will not, | trust, consider the request unreasonable or indelicate in 
me. 
I made a communication to the Commissioner on the 27th day of September last, enclosed by Mr, 

Rose, an attorney at law, who accompanied it with an argument of his own. In this document, to which 
I beg leave to call the attention of the Commissioner, all the controverted points which arose in the case 
submitted before the register at Columbus are fully discussed. I will not here repeat them. I will 
simply call the attention of the Commissioner directly to the point of inquiry which will require any 
consideration. The provisions of the act before referred to give the right of pre-emption to eighty acres 
of land to all persons who were settlers or occupants of the public land prior to the first day of May, 
1832, but who were prevented from availing themselves of the benefits of the act of April 5, 1832, until 
after its expiration on the 5th of October following, in consequence of the public surveys not having 
been made and returned, or where the land was not attached to any land district, &c. 

The tract of country referred to comes within both of these rules. Ist. The country was not sur- 
veyed prior to the 5th of October, 1832, as is known officially to the Commissioner. 2d. The land, at 
that date, was not attached to any land district. The land districts were organized by an act passed 
March 2, 1833. The only question then is, whether these lands were public lands, in the legal and com- 
mon acceptation of the term, prior to the first day of May, 1832. I admit that they were not considered 
public lands, within the meaning of the act of Congress, until after the cession of the same by treaty to 
the United States. The cession was absolute and unconditional. The lands became public, or, in other 
words, the property of the general government, from the date of the ratification of the treaty. To settle 
the whole question, it is, then, only necessary to inquire when the treaty was ratified. On reference 
thereto, it will be found to have been ratified on the 4th day of February, 1831. From that date they 
became public lands, and subject to the operations of the law under consideration. No further inquiry 
can possibly be necessary. It is too plain to admit of a serious argument. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
F. E. PLUMMER. 
Hon, Exvisan Haywarp, Commissioner, dc. 





C No. 3. 
Wasnineton Crry, July 21, 1834. 


Sm: Daniel Richmond, Conway Oldham, Josiah White, George Simmons, Jefferson Clay, Isaac 
Richmond, Samuel Hackenbury, David Clay, and Ignatius Bankston, claim a right of pre-emption, 
each, to eighty acres of land, situate within that district of country ceded to the United States 
by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, under and by virtue of the provisions of the act of 
Congress passed on the 3d day of March, 1833. They adduced to the register and receiver of 
the land office at Chocchuma, Mississippi, satisfactory evidence of their right to the lands which 
they claimed as aforesaid; but their applications were refused by them, because, in their opinion, 
the lands ceded by the treaty aforesaid were not public lands on the first day of May, 1832, 
within the meaning of the act. The parties have enclosed to me their testimony, (which is here- 
with submitted,) with a request that I would obtain a decision thereon before the proper tribunal. 
Owing to various causes, unnecessary to mention, the subject has been delayed until this time. IT am 
now enabled by the permission of the Commissioner, who has politely favored me with the enclosed 
papers, (for the purpose of handing them to you,) to present the subject to you for your decision, The 
attention of the (then) Secretary of the Treasury (Mr. McLane) was called to the subject by the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Oflice, in a communication under date of April 19, 1833. Although the 
Secretary decided two other questions submitted in the same communication, from some cause, (probably 
hurry ef business) he omitted to give an opinion on the question now under consideration, The Commis- 
sioner, by a letter bearing date April 29, 1833, informed the land officers at Columbus and Chocchuma 
that the pre-emption privilege intended by the act of March 2, 1833, did not attach to the lands ceded by 
the treaty of September 27, 1830. This letter of instructions of April 29, it will be seen by an endorse- 
ment on the back of the letter of the Commissioner to the Secretary of the Treasury of the 19th of April, was 
drawn up by direction of the Commissioner, agreeably to his personal understanding with the Secretary. — I 
mention this circumstance only for the purpose of showing that the subject has not had that mature con- 
sideration which its importance demands, and that, in fact, no formal decision has ever been made against 
the claimants. The instructions, in relation to said act, contained in the general circular of the Commis- 
sioner to the several registers and receivers under date of May 17, 1833, do not exclude the Choctaw 
lands from its operation, but, on the contrary thereof, seem to contemplate its operation on those lands. 
Under the instructions contained in the aforesaid letter of the 29th of April, the officers at Columbus 
decided against a case arising under the act of March 2, which was reported to the Commissioner for his 
opinion. He approved of the decision. In that case A. J. Rose, Esq., and myself made a communica- 
tion to the Commissioner, in the nature of an argument on the side of the claimants, under date of Sep- 
tember 27, 1833, to which I beg leave to call your attention. I also call your attention to a letter of 
mine to the Commissioner, on the same subject, of the 18th ultimo. It will not be understood that I take 
an appeal from the decision of the Commissioner. The case now stands in the situation of a rehearing 
before him, and by him referred to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 

F. Ek. PLUMMER. 
Hon. Levt Woopsvry, Secretary of the Treasury. 


ag 
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C No. 4. 


Treasury Department, July 25, 1834. 


Sir: The honorable F. E. Plummer has submitted, for the decision of the department, the enclosed 
applications from Isaac Richmond, Jonah White, Conway Oldham, Daniel Richmond, David Clay, Ignatius 
Bankston, Samuel Hackenbury, Jefferson Clay, and George Simmons, to complete their pre-emption entries 
under the acts of 5th April, 1832, and 2d March, 1833. 

Upon examination, I find that the parties were all actual settlers and housekeepers on the public 
lands prior to Ist May, 1832; that the entry and proof were made within the time limited by the act of 
2d March, 1833, and thus the evidence of these facts in all the cases, except those of Jefferson Clay and 
George Simmons, is given according to the form prescribed by the instructions of the department. “Thus 
sustained, it is my opinion that, with the exceptions stated, the right of each to the pre-emption claimed 
is authorized by the act of 2d March, 1833, subject, however to this limitation, that such entries shall 
not interfere with reservations made by the treaty with the Choctaws, ratified on the 5th of February, 
1831, or in any way abridge the rights secured to others by said treaty. I consider the lands as public 
ones after the cession, and that the clause against settlers and intruders was for the benefit of the 
Indians, and to be enforced for them alone, who, in respect to settlers on these lands expressed a wish 
against their removal. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 

v ry 

Commissioner of the General Land Office. 





C No. 5. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, September 2, 1834. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to represent to you that the tracts of land claimed by pre-emption rights, 
alleged under the acts of 5th April, 1832, and 2d March, 1833, and which are the subject of your letter 
of instruction of 25th July last, are ascertained to have been located under the provisions of the act of 
20th April, 1832, entitled “An act for the relief of Jefferson College, in the State of Mississippi,’”’ as set 
forth in the accompanying paper. One of those tracts was sold on the 15th November, 1833, and, in 
one case, Wherein the number of the section is not given, the sale or disposition of this land cannot, from 
such cause, be now detected. I transmit, for your information, the deeds of transfer made by the agent 
of Jefferson College, under which the register of the land office at Chocchuma has, agreeably to law, 
issued his certificates of title, which are made of the same validity as a patent. 
Your further orders on this subject are respectfully solicited. 
With great respect, &c., ELIJAH HAYWARD, Commissioner. 


IIon. Levit Woopsvry, Secretary of the Treasury. 





C No. 6. 


Treascry Department, September 3, 1834. 

Sir: IT return the papers received with your letter of the 2d instant. It appearing that the pre- 
emption c'aims therein referred to conflict with the titles acquired by the trustees of Jefferson College, 
in virtue of locations upon the same lands made by that institution under the act of 20th April, 1832, I 
do not perceive that the department can further interpose until the rights of the claimants are deter- 
mined by the legal tribunals, or quieted by further legislation. It would seem, however, to be proper 
that the proofs of the claimants, under the pre-emption act, should be filed in the proper land office with 
a copy of my letter of the 25th July last. 

I am, respectfully, &c., LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 


Commiss1oNnerR of the General Land Office. 





D. 


Cuoccutma, JM, October 21, 1833. 


As attempts have been made to induce the settlers on the public lands in the northwestern district 
to believe that they are entitled to the benefit of the pre-emption law of the 5th April, 1832, as extended 
in certain cases by the law of Congress passed 20th March last; and as attempts have been made, and 
are now making, to induce those settlers to believe that they are deprived of the benefits of the above 
acts by us, contrary to law, and to gratify our feelings towards them, we hereunto annex an extract of 
a letter to us from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated 29th April, 1833, which, by acci- 
dent, was left at Clinton, and not received here until to-day. 

“Enclosed are also duplicates of my circular letters addressed to registers and receivers and sur- 
veyors general in relation to the act of Congress of 5th April, 1832, entitled ‘An act supplementary to 
the several laws for the sale of public lands.’ The pre-emption privilege extended by that act, which is 
revived by an act of Congress bearing date the 2d day of March last, does not attach to the lands in the 
northeastern and northwestern districts of Mississippi, ceded by the treaty of September, 1830.” 

We hope the above extract will satisfy those interested in those claims that our conduct has been 
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strictly governed by the laws of the land, and that, instead of our deceiving them, those who are urging 
them to prefer such claims are the persons who wish to gull and deceive them to their injury. 

SAMUEL GWIN, Legister. 

R. UW. STERLING, Receiver. 


Tue State oF Mississtpri, Holmes County: 

I, Samuel B. Parrish, do solemnly swear, that Iam an actual settler and a housekeeper on a tract of 
public land, viz., the northwest quarter of section number cight, in township number fifteen, of range num- 
ber one east, and hereby apply to enter the west half of the northwest quarter of said section, under the 
provisions of an act of Congress approved on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled ‘“ An act to revive the 
act entitled An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,” which will include my 
improvement where I now reside, and which I occupied prior to the first day of May, 1832. And T do 
further swear, that I have not entered under this act, or under the act of the 5th of April, 1832, to which 
it is supplemental, at this or any other land office of the United States, any land in quarter quarter sec- 


tions, in my own name, or in the name of any other person. . 
SAMUEL B. PARRISIL 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 29th day of ——, A. D. 1833. 
WILLIAM STIGLER, J. P. 


Tue Srate or Misstsstrri, Holmes County: 

I, William Simmons, do hereby certify and state, on oath, (by request) that Samuel B. Parrish is an 
actual settler and housekeeper on a tract of public land known and designated (as appears from the 
lines and corner posts marked by the surveyor) as the west half of the northwest quarter of section 
number eight, of township fifteen, in range number one cast, situate on Little river, in the county of 


I[ulmes; and that he lived on said tract of land last year (in 18382). 
WILLIAM SIMMONS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 29th day of August, A. D. 1833. 
WILLIAM STIGLER, J. P. 


Tue Strate or Mississirr1, Yallabusha County: 

Personally appeared before me, Murdoch Ray, an acting justice of the peace for the county and 
State aforesaid, Thomas C. McMackin, and made oath that he was an actual settler on the east half of 
southwest quarter, and also had an improvement on the west half of east quarter, section 19, township 
24, range 6 east, (on which the town of Henderson is situated,) in the early part of the year 1832; and 
that he, the said McMackin, was deprived of the necessity of applying for a pre-emption (to which he 
might have been entitled) by the location of an Indian float on each of the above described quarter sec- 
tions; and he, the said McMackin, feels himself materially injured by being deprived of his pre-emption. 
And, inasmuch as the general government could not be injured, (and the claimant perhaps benefited, ) 
he is induced to pray that Congress might grant him the location of a quarter section of land elsewhere 
in the land district, at the minimum price of the government. 

T. C. McMACKIN. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 24th December, 1834. 


MURDOCH RAY, J. P. 


We,:- whose names are hereunto annexed, do consider the above testimony, as given by T. C. 
MeMackin, entitled to due credit, and would be pleased if Congress would pass an act which might 
Given under our hands, this 24th December, 1834. 

MARTIN EDWARDS. 
DAVID MABRAY. 


embrace him in his application. 


Tue State or Misstssirpt, Yallabusha County: 

Personally appeared before me, Murdoch Ray, an acting justice of the peace in and for the county 
and State aforesaid, David Mabray, and made oath that he settled and improved on the west half of the 
northwest quarter section 29, township 24, range 6 east, in the month of February, 1832; and that he, 
the said Mabray, believes that he was embraced under the act of the — March, 1833, and was entitled 
under that act to two quarter quarter sections, at the minimum price of the government; and that he, the 
said Mabray, did actually prove his claim, and presented it to the officers at Choechuma previous to the 
sales in November, 1833, and the officers there would have nothing to do with the affidavit, saying that 
they had no instructions to act on such claims, (which affidavit is now either lost or mislaid,) which land 
was offered and sould from him, the said Mabray, and he is, therefore, induced to ask Congress, at least, 
to admit him the right to locate eighty or one hundred and sixty acres elsewhere in his land district, at 
the minimum price of the government, thinking that the general government will grant relief to an 
injured settler when injured by her public officers. 

DAVID MABRAY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 24th December, 1834. 
MURDOCIL RAY, J. P. 

We, whose names are hereunto annexed, being personally acquainted with David Mabray, and 
knowing to the facts stated in the testimony as given above, know it to be entitled to due credit. Given 
under our hands this 24th December, 1834. 

MARTIN EDWARDS. 
T. C. McMACKIN, 


Tue Srate or Misstssirrt, Tallahatchie County: 

I do solemnly swear that T was an actual settler and a housekeeper on a tract of public land, viz., 
lots six and ten of township number twenty-two, in range five cast, and intended to apply to the register 
and receiver at Chocchuma, prior to the public sale of said lands, and prior to any appropriation of the 
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same, in October last, under the provisions of an act of Congress, approved on the 2d day of March, 
1833, entitled ‘An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale 
of public lands,’” which would have included my improvements. I settled on said tract of land about 
the first day of March, 1832, and made valuable improvements. My testimony was drawn up, but was 
not presented to the register and receiver, in consequence of a decision by these officers that the Choctaw 
lands were not public lands within the meaning of the act aforesaid, and that the said act did not apply 
to those lands; by which means I was deprived of the benefits of said act. <A .floating reservation, 
granted by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek to John Donly, was located on said tract of land so 
claimed by me. My improvements I value at four thousand five hundred dollars; but the loss which I 
have in fact sustained by the decision of the officers, is much more than that sum. It has become an 
important town site, and consequently of great value. 
JOHN BALFOUR. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 6th day of December, 1834. 
THOMAS G. RINGGOLD, J. P. 


Srate oF Mississippi, Choctaw District: 

I do solemnly swear that I am an actual settler and a housekeeper on a tract of public land, viz., the 
west half of the southeast quarter of section four, township twenty-three, range five east, and hereby 
apply to enter the west half of the southeast quarter of said section, under the provisions of an act of 
Congress, approved on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled ‘“ An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act 
supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’” which will include my improvements. 
And I do further swear that I have not entered under this act, or under the act of the 5th April, 1832, to 
which it is supplemental, at this or any other land office of the United States, any land in quarter quar- 
ter sections, in my own name, or in the name of any other person. 


ROBERT BELSIA. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, T. B. Ives, an acting justice of the peace of Holmes county, and 
State aforesaid, October 14, A. D. 1833. 
THOMAS B. IVES, J. P. 


Stare oF Mississippi, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before Murdoch Ray, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and for 
said county, Robert Belsha, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was a resident on public land in 
1832 and 1833, and made application to the register to have the same reserved to him, under the pre- 
emption law of 1832, and was informed that no instructions giving him that authority had ever been 
received from the War Department, and that he was thereby deprived of the privilege of pre-emption 
which has been granted to other settlers on United States lands, greatly to his injury: he, therefore, 
craves that he may be permitted to take a float of 160 acres on any unappropriated land now belonging to 
the government. lis residence was on the 4th section, township 23, range 5 east. 

ROBERT BELSHA. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 23d December, 1834. 


MURDOCH RAY, J. P. 


We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, are personally acquainted with Robert Belsha, and 
believe the facts above stated to be true and just. 
December 238, 1834. 
MARTIN EDWARDS. 
DAVID MABRAY. . 
WM. STONE. 


Strate or Mississippi, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, an acting justice of the peace for the above 
county, John H. Byers, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was an actual settler on public land 
of the United States, in the limits of the Choctaw nation, in the year 1833; that a float was laid on the 
land upon which he settled, and that he has been debarred from entering his improvement. The land 
on which he settled is designated as follows: Section No. 19, township 24, of range 6 east. He now 
requests that he may have a float granted to him, (by virtue of the act of Congress granting pre-emption 
rights to settlers of 1833,) to be laid on vacant and unoccupied lots. 

JOHN Wl. BYERS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 17th day of December, 1834. 

STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


The undersigned is personally acquainted with the facts above stated by John H. Byers, and believes 
them to be correct, as set forth in his affidavit. 
JOHN H. McKENNIE. 


December 17, 1834. 


State or Mississtprt, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, W. W. Byers, and made oath, in due form of law, that he resided on public land and 
cultivated the same in 1833; that he was deprived of the right of pre-emption by a float being entered on 
his improvements, and that he has been wholly deprived of the privileges granted to other occupants on 
public lands of the United States: he craves the general government to grant him a float of 160 acres, 
to the end that he may locate it on lands not otherwise appropriated. His residence was on the 19th 
section, range 6 cast, township 24, 

WM. W. BYERS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 22d of December, 1834. 

STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 
VOL. VII———78 F 
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We, whose names are below subscribed, are personally acquainted with W. W. Byers, and believe 
the facts stated by him to be true, to the best of our knowledge. 
MARTIN EDWARDS. 

T. C. McMACKIN, 


Srate or Misstsstrrt, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, William Blanton, and made oath, in due form of law, that he resided on public land of 
the United States in 1833, made improvements, and cultivated the same. He was deprived of the privi- 
lege of taking his land by pre-emption, in consequence of the land sales, which were commenced at 
Chocchuma on the 21st day of October, 1833, and continued 12 days. Tle does not ask or expect the 
land was sold; but prays that he may be permitted to take 160 acres on any vacant and unappropriated 
land of the United States. His improvement was on the 17th section, township 23, range 5 east. 

WM. BLANTON, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 25th December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


I saw this signed by Wm. Blanton. 


We, whose names are below subscribed, are personally acquainted with William Blanton, and believe 
the facts set forth in this aflidavit to be correct and true. 
ROBERT BELSIIA. 
December 25, 1834. WILLIAM SILLIVENT. 


Srate or Misstsstprt, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, an acting justice of the peace for the above 
county, Nathan Edwards, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was an actual settler on public 
lands of the United States, in the limits of the Choctaw nation, in the year 1833; that other persons re- 
sided on the same quarter section, and that he has been debarred from obtaining his improvement. The 
land on which he settled is designated as follows: Section seven, township number twenty-four, range 
six east. He has been prevented from the advantages of the pre-emption law, and now asks the privilege 
that has been extended to other early settlers, of taking a float on unappropriated lands of the United 
States. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 19th of December, 1834. 


his 
NATHAN + EDWARDS. [seat] 


mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 
We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted with Nathan Edwards, the affiant above, and know 
that the facts set forth in his affidavit are correct and true, to the best of our knowledge and belief. 
WILLIAM B. EDWARDS. 
ISAIAH EDWARDS. 


Srate or Misstsstpp1, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esquire, an acting justice of the peace in 
and for said county, Isaiah Edwards, and made oath, in due form of law, that he resided on public 
lands of the United States in 1833; that the land on which he lived was sold at the land sales at 
Chocchuma; that he was not permitted to take his farm by pre-emption, in consequence of instructions 
not having been given to the register in such cases made and provided: and it also having been made 
known to him that he can get relief by memorial to Congress, he asks the privilege of having granted to 
him a float for one quarter section on any lands not otherwise appropriated. He resided and improved 
the northwest quarter of section 17, township twenty-four, range six east. The said land was purchased 
at Chocchuma, by T. W. Winter, which appears on the record. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 19th December, 1884. 

ISAIAI EDWARDS. — [seEat.] 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th day of December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted with the facts above stated by Isaiah Edwards, and 
believe them to be correct, as set forth in his affidavit. 
WILLIAM B. EDWARDS. 


his 
VATHANIE EDWARDS. 
DecemBer 19, 1834. ener we . : 


Srate or Mississippi, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, an acting justice of the peace for said county, 
William B. Edwards, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was an actual settler on public lands of 
the United States, in the limits of the Choctaw nation, in the years 1832 and 1833; that the said William 
B. Edwards was prevented from taking the privilege of the pre-emption law of 1832 in consequence of no 
instructions having been given to the register at Chocchuma. His land having been sold as aforesaid, he 
craves the privilege, granted to other settlers, of taking by float one quarter section on unappropriated 
land belonging to the United States. He resided on the northwest quarter of section 7, township 24, 
range 6, east. 

Given under my hand and seal this 19th December, 1834. 

WM. B. EDWARDS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 
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We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted with the facts set forth in the above affidavit of 
William B. Edwards, and believe them to be true, and that due faith may be placed therein. 
ISAIAH EDWARDS. 


his 
NATHANIEL X EDWARDS. 


mark. 


Grate or Misstsstpp1, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esquire, an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, John H. McKennie, and made oath, in due form of law, that he resided on public lands of 
the United States (agreeably to his interpretation of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek) in the years 
1832 and 1833, and proved his claim up before Thomas B. Ives, before the land sales at Choechuma, which 
commenced the 21st October, 1833, and requested the register to reserve his land under previous acts of 
Congress, but was informed he did not think that he was authorized to do so. Further, that the quarter 
section on which he resided was taken by another claim. He made considerable improvements, which 
enhanced the value of the land considerably. He further says, he was the first settler on the said land, to 
wit: the S. E. quarter of section 19, township 24, range 6 east, and that he had not entered any lands 
under the pre-emption laws of the United States, either in quarters or eighths. He now prays that he 
may have the privilege of taking 160 acres of vacant and unappropriated lands belonging to the govern- 
ment, at the minimum price, and have the usual time of two years to pay for the same. He believes that 
his early settlement greatly enhanced the value of the government land in the part of the country he lives 
in. He yet lives where he first settled, but is compelled to pay rent for the improvements he made. 

JOHN H. McKENNIE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this Ist day of January, 1835. 

STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We hereby certify that we are personally acquainted with John Hf. McKennie, and believe the facts 
stated above are correct. Given under our hands this Ist January, 1835. 
T. C. McMACKIN. 
JOHN K. MABARY. 
M. RAY. 


Srate oF Mrsstsstprr, Holmes County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Thomas B. Ives, an acting justice of the peace for and in 
said county, John H. McKennie, and made oath that he is an actual settler on public lands, and house- 
keeper, agreeably to his interpretation of the law, viz., the east half of the southeast quarter of section 
19, range 6, east, township 24, and hereby applies to enter the said east half of the said southeast quarter 
of said section, under the provisions of an act of Congress approved on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled 
“An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the several laws for the sale of public lands,’ ” 
which will include my improvement. And | do further swear that I have not entered, under this act, or 
under the act of the 5th of April, 1832, to which it is supplemental, at this or any other land office of the 
United States, any land in quarter quarter sections, in my own name, or in the name of any other 


person. 
JOHN H. McKENNIE. 
Sworn to before (and subscribed) T. B. Ives, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, 


October 16, A. D. 1883. 
THOS. B. IVES, J. P. 


Srate or Mississippi, Yallabusha County: 
This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, an acting justice of the peace for the above 
«county, Alfred McCaslin, and made oath, in due form of law, that he resided on public lands of the United 
States in 1832, and yet resides at the same place; and further says that his residence was floated by an 
orphan claim, and that he was prevented thereby from obtaining the said land on which he settled. The 
number of section on which he lives is 19, township 24, range 6, east, on the west half of the southeast 
quarter of said section 19. He does not request that said land should be granted to him by pre-emption, 
but that he may have a float granted to him for one quarter section of land on that which is now vacant 
and unappropriated. 
ALFRED McCASLIN. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 12th December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted with the facts stated above by Alfred McCaslin, and 
believe them to be correct, as set forth in his affidayit. 
December 12, 1834. 
JOHN H. McKENNIE. 
W. E. STONE. 


State or Misstsstpr1, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Murdoch Ray, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, Baylis Nations, and made oath, in due form of law, that he resided on public land of the 
United States in 1832 and 1833, and cultivated the same, but was not permitted to enter under the act of 
1832, in consequence of no instructions having been received by the register at Chocchuma. The land 
was sold at the sales in 1833, and I have been deprived of my right of pre-emption. The land on which 
I resided at the time of the land sales was on the 27th section, township 24, range 6 east. 

BAYLIS NATIONS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 23d day of December, 1834. 

M. RAY, &. ¥. 
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We, whose names are below subscribed, are personally acquainted with Baylis Nations, and believe 
the facts set forth in his affidavit are correct and true. 
W. E. STONE, 
DeceMBeER 23, 1834. DAVID MABRY. 


Srate or Misstsstrrt, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esq., one of the acting justices in and for 
said county, William Ormon, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was an actual settler on public 
land of the United States in 1833. His residence and cultivation were in township 23, section 10, range 
5 cast; that the said William Orman’s land was sold at Chocchuma; that he did not have the privilege of 
locating the same, in consequence of the register not having been instructed to that effect; and that he 
is now desirous of obtaining a float of one hundred and sixty acres of unappropriated land of the general 
government. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 29th day of December, 1834. 

WILLIAM ORMON. = [seat.] 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 29th December, 1834. 

STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted with the facts set forth by William Ormon, and 
believe them to be correct and true. 
WILLIAM SILLIVENT, 
ROBERT BELSITA. 


Srate or Misstssipp1, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, Woodard Roan, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was an actual settler on 
public lands of the United States in 1833. His residence and cultivation were in township 24, range 5 
east, section 24; and that the said land was sold at Choechuma; that he did not have the privilege of 
locating the same, in consequence of the register not having instructions to that effect; and that he is 
now desirous of obtaining a float of one quarter section on unappropriated land of the general govern- 
ment. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 19th day of December, 1834. 

. WOODARD ROAN. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 19th December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We, the undersigned, are personally acquainted with the facts set forth by Woodard Roan, and 
believe them to be perfectly correct, and due faith may be placed therein. 
DecemBerR 19, 1834. 
ALFRED McCASLIN, 
JOHN HW. McKENNIE. 


State or Misstssirr1, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, William Sillivent, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was an actual settler on 
public lands of the United States in 1833, and that he was prevented from his pre-emption claim in con- 
sequence of the land sales of Octoher 21, 1833. The land on which he lived was sold at Chocchuma; and 
he now craves the privilege granted to other persons who were settlers on public lands of the govern- 
ment. He does not expect to get the land on which he resided, but wishes to get a float of one hundred 
and sixty acres of unappropriated land at the minimum price of one dollar and twenty-five cents, on the 
usual condition of two years to pay the same. The land which he improved was the 34th section, town- 


ship 24, range 5 east. 
WILLIAM SILLIVENT. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 25th December, 1834. 
STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We whose names are below subscribed, are personally acquainted with William Sillivent, and 
believe the facts set forth in his affidavit to be correct and just; he was a resident on public lands in 
1832, and was deprived of the right of pre-emption. 

ROBERT BELSIIA. 

December 25, 1834. WILLIAM BLANTON. 


Srate or Mississipp1, Yallabusha County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Murdoch Ray, Esq., an acting justice of the peace in and 
for the above county, Stephen Smith, and made oath, in due form of law, that he was a settler on public lands 
of the United States in the year 1833, and that his land on which he resided previous to the land sales 
at Chocchuma was floated, and that he has not had the privilege of other settlers on public lands of the 
United States, under the pre-emption laws of Congress, granting to first settlers the right of pre-emption; 
his residence was on the nineteenth section, S. E. quarter, township twenty-four, range six east. He 
only asks the privilege of taking one hundred and sixty acres by pre-emption on unappropriated lands of 
the United States in this district. 

STEPHEN SMITH. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this lst day of January, 1835. 
MURDOCH RAY, J. P. 


We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, are personally acquainted with Stephen Smith, and 
believe the facts above stated to be correct and true. 
January 1, 1835. JNO. K. MABRAY. 
M. EDWARDS. 
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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled : 


The petition of William Stone, the subscriber, of the county of Yallabusha, in the State of Mississippi, 
respectfully showeth: That your petitioner was an actual settler and housekeeper on a certain tract of 
land, being part of the territory ceded to the United States by the Choctaw tribe of Indians, by the 
treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek; said tract now being, as appears by the maps of the Chocchuma 
district, the west half of the southwest quarter of section twenty, of township twenty-four, range six, 
vast. That your petitioner was an actual settler and housekeeper on said tract, prior to the Ist of May, 
1832: that said tract was not within any survey in time for him to claim the benefit of the act of 5th 
April, 1832, but that it was surveyed shortly after this last date, as will appear by the records and 
returns in the General Land Office; whereupon he became fully entitled te a pre-emption of two quarter 
quarter sections, under the supplementary act of 2d March, 1833. Your petitioner would further state, 
that he proved up his claim to the above tract, in the form and manner prescribed by a circular from the 
General Land Office, dated 17th May, 1833, (which papers, from time or accident, are either lost or 
destroyed;) that he attended at the land office for the Choechuma district, prior to the land sales of 
October, 1833, with the proof and money to pay for his land at government price; that the land officers 
refused to admit his proof and entry, saying that they had no instructions to act in such cases, and that 
it was the opinion of the department that the Choctaw lands were not subject to pre-emption claims 
under the above-mentioned acts. Your petitioner would further state, that his farm was put up with 
other public lands, and sold to some other person, thereby turning your petitioner from his home, and 
depriving him and his family of the benefits of the great labor and expense which he had undergone in 
making his improvements. 

Your petitioner would now refer your honorable body to the records of the General Land Office, 
which he confidently believes will show that the opinion of the department has always been that the 
Choctaw lands were open to pre-emption claims under the acts of Congress of 5th of April, 1832, and 2d 
March, 1833. Such being the case, and in consideration that your petitioner has been burdened with 
great expense to provide a home for his family, by purchasing at an advanced price, at second hand; and 
that he has never been benefited by any pre-emption act, although one of the earliest settlers in this 
country, your petitioner trusts that, in consideration of the premises, your honorable body, regarding his 
case, will grant him a float, or pre-emption, or relief in such other shape as to your honorable body may 
seem fit. And your petitioner, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &e. 

? WM. STONE. 

We, whose names are hereunto subscribed, do hereby certify, that we are personally acquainted 
with William Stone, the subscriber to the above petition; that full faith and credit are to be given to his 
statement, as in said petition read to us; and, moreover, that we are knowing to the fact, that he did 
prove up his claim, and present it to the land officers previous to the land sales in October, 1833; and 
that in this, as in some other like applications made at the same time, the land officers refused to admit 
the proof and entry. 

ROBERT BELSHA. 
DAVID MABRAY. 


I, Thomas B. Ives, clerk of the circuit court of Yallabusha county, do hereby certify that I was an 
acting justice of the peace for Holmes county, in the month of October, 1833, and that William Stone, 
the subscriber to the annexed petition, appeared before me on or about the first of said month, and proved 
up a pre-emption claim to two quarter quarter sections under an act of Congress of the 2d March, 1833. 

Witness my seal of office, this 29th day of December, 18384. 

THOMAS B. IVES, Clerk. [1. s.] 


Tue Srate or Misstsstprt, Yallabusha County: 

Personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, justice of the peace for said county and State, William 
Stone, of said county, and being duly sworn, saith that he is the subscriber to the annexed petition, and 
that said petition is true in substance and fact. 

WM. STONE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 830th day of December, A. D., 1834. 

STEPHEN SMITH, Justice of the Peace of said county. 


I do hereby certify that the above-named Stephen Smith is at this time, and was at the date of the 
above affidavit, an acting justice of the peace in and for Yallabusha county, Mississippi, and that full 
faith and credit are to be given to his official acts. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto put my private seal, having no seal of office, this 5th day of 
January, A. D., 1835. 

D. M. RAYBURN, Clerk. [seau.] 


I, Matthew Clanton, judge of probate for Yallabusha county, in the State of Mississippi, do hereby 
certify that the above named D. M. Rayburn is, and was at the signing of the above certificate, clerk of 
the probate and police court of said county. 


MATHEW CLANTON, Probate Judge. 


Strate or Mississipr1, Choctaw District: 

I do solemnly swear that I am an actual setter and a housekeeper on a tract of public land, viz: the 
east half of the southeast quarter of section 33, township 23, range 4 east, and hereby apply to enter the 
east half of the southeast quarter of said section, under the provisions of an act of Congress, approved 
on the 2d day of March, 1833, entitled “An act to revive the act entitled ‘An act supplementary to the 
several laws for the sale of public lands,’” which will include my improvement. And I do further swear 
that I have not entered under this act, or under the act of the 5th April, 1832, to which it is supple- 
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mental, at this or any other land office of the United States, any land in quarter quarter sections, in my 


own name, or in the name of any other person. 
JNO. W. McLEMORE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, T. B. Ives, an acting justice of the peace of Holmes county, and 


State aforesaid. 
Ocroser 17, 1833. 
THOS. B. IVES, J. P. 


Tue Srate or Mississipr1, Yallabusha County: 

Personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, an acting justice of the peace for the county and 
State aforesaid, John W. McLemore, and made oath that the above described land in his affidavit was, at 
the land sales at Chocchuma, run on him to twenty-two dollars and sixty-five cents per acre; which 
amount of money he was not able to pay, and was compelled to forfeit the land. It was then put up a 
second time, and bought in by Mr. Ellis, (one of the commissioners for the land company,) at one dollar 
and thirty-five cents per acre, who promised to assign or transfer the certificate to the settler, at what- 
ever he might buy it, (that being an article of agreement between the land company and settlers;) and, 
after keeping him, the settler, at the office four or five days in suspense, the commmissioners decided 
that they would not make any such transfers, who were Thos. G. Ellis, M. Gilcrees, Robt. J. Walker, 
and ——— Jimerson. They then put up the land (which he, the sald McLemore, was justly entitled to) 
at their own sales, and sold it for twenty dollars per acre. 

The said McLemore, therefore, submits his claim to the Congress of the United States, thinking that 
body, if not in their power to give him the land described in his affidavit, will at least permit him to 
enter either 80 or 160 acres elsewhere in the land district, at the minimum price of the government. 

JNO. W. McLEMORE. 

Sworn to and subscribed this 29th December, 1834, before 

STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We, whose names are hereunto afixed, being personally acquainted with John W. McLemore, do 
consider the above testimony entitled to due credit. 
MARTIN EDWARDS. 


5S. SMITH. 


Tue Strate or Mississippi, Yallabusha County: 

Personally appeared before me, Stephen Smith, an acting justice of the peace for the county and 
State aforesaid, Abel Beaty, and made oath that he was present at Elliot, when the register and receiver 
were there stationed, on the day that John W. McLemore’s affidavit was dated, and saw said McLemore 
make a tender of his affidavit, with the money to pay his land, out of the office, and they, the officers, 
refused to take either, saying they had no instructions under which they could act in that case. 

ABEL BEATY. 

Sworn to and subscribed this 29th December, 1834, before 

STEPHEN SMITH, J. P. 


We, the undersigned, being personally acquainted with Abel Beaty, do consider the testimony as 


given above entitled to due credit, 
MARTIN EDWARDS. 
S. SMITH. 





23p Conaress. | No. 1307. [2p Sesston. 


APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR AN EXTENSION OF THE PRE-EMPTION LAWS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 4, 1835. 


Whereas, A large number of our citizens are now living on public lands that were unsurveyed at 
the date of their location; and, whereas, a still greater number are settlers on lands to which the surveys 
have not been extended; and, whereas, the existing pre-emption laws are based on legal subdivisions, 
and therefore do not extend the benefits contemplated by the existing laws to the settlers above enume- 
rated; therefore 

Resolved, By the general assembly of the State of Illinois, that our senators in Congress be 
instructed, and our representatives requested to use their exertions, to secure the passage of a law 
extending to settlers on public lands that were surveyed subsequent to their settlement, the privilege of 
entering one hundred and sixty acres in eighty or forty acre tracts, or either or both, under the pre-emp- 
tion privilege, so as to secure their improvements, where the same has been divided by the lines of the 
public surveys. 

(Signed) JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. M. JENKINS, Speaker of the Senate. 
(Copy. ) 
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23p_Coxanrss. _No. 1308. [2p SEsston. 


APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS, FOR THE CORRECTION OF AN ERROR IN A LAND ENTRY, 
BY DANIEL MALONE. ° 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 4, 1835. 


Whereas, It has been satisfactorily represented to the present general assembly, that on the 21st day 
of November, 1829, Danicl Malone, of Perry county, State of Ilinois, employed one John Brown, now 
deceased, as his agent, to enter for him at the land office at Kaskaskia, in said State, the west half of 
the northeast quarter of section numbered 35, in township numbered 6, south of range numbered 3, west 
of the 8d_ principal meridian; and that said Brown entered by mistake, the west half of the northeast 
quarter, of section numbered 35, in township numbered 4, south of range numbered 3, west of the 8 
principal meridian; and that the land thus entered by mistake, is worthless and totally unfit for cultiva- 
tion; and whereas, the said Malone has applied to the register of the land office aforesaid, to have said 
mistake corrected, without success, and will suffer considerable loss without relief, therefore, 

Resolved, By the senate and house of representatives of the general assembly of Illinois, that our 
senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested, to use their exertions to procure 
the passage of a law, authorizing the said Malone to relinquish to the government the half quarter section 
of land thus entered by mistake, and to enter the one upon which he has made his improvement, and 
which was intended to have been entered by his said agent, as aforesaid. 

Resolved, That they be further instructed and requested to procure the passage of a general law upon 
this subject, by which any person may be relieved under like circumstances, by making satisfactory 
proof by his own affidavit, or otherwise, at the proper land office, and where such entries have been 
patented, that in such cases the error may be corrected, by making the like proof to the Commissic: er of 
the General Land Office, under such regulations and restrictions as may be deemed necessary to prevent 
the practice of fraud. 

(Signed) JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
THOMAS MATHER, Speaker of the Senate, pro tem. 
(Copy.) 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR PERMISSION TO RELINQUISH THE SIXTEENTH SEC- 
TIONS WHEN WORTHLESS, AND SELECT OTHER LANDS IN LIEU THEREOF. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 4, 1835. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled: 

The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Illinois would respectfully represent: That 
the benevolent object of the grant, made by the Congress of the United States to the State of Illinois, 
of “section numbered sixteen in every township, for the use of the inhabitants of such township for 
the use of schools,” must necessarily be frustrated in many instances by the impracticability of reducing 
the soil to cultivation. Many of the sections thus designated are sterile, situate in morasses, or other- 
wise unfit for cultivation, and barren of other resources. And this general assembly, believing that the 
enlightened policy of the nation will look more to the object of the grant than to its exact terms, indulge 
the hope that you will permit other tracts, possessing the qualities essential to render them of value, 
and which will afford the means of promoting the great object of the original grant, to be substituted 
for those which have been found valueless and unavailable for the purposes designed both by the United 
States and by this State. 

Your memorialists therefore respectfully pray the passage of a law authorizing the selection of 
other sections in lieu of such sections numbered section sixteen as may be found valucless and unavaila- 
ble for the purposes designated in the grant. 

JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. M. JENKINS, Speaker of the Senate. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR A RAILROAD FROM SHAWNEE- 
TOWN TO ST. LOUIS. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 4, 1835. 


(Copy.) 
Whereas, All that portion of the public domain lying within the limits of Shawneetown and Kaskaskia 
land districts, has been in market now for twenty years, and much of these lands has been sold by the 
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government, and the best selections have long since been made; and whereas, that portion of the State of 
Illinois was many years ago the only inhabited part of the State, but that since that time emigration has 
advanced northward, and public attention has more than ordinarily been drawn towards the northern 
section of this growing State, and while this has been going on, the eyes of Congress seem to have been 
turned almost exclusively to the contemplation of the magic like march of that enchanting land, delighted 
at the progress of things there, it is not unkind or selfish to call the attention of Congress to that old and 
almost forgotten germ of the State. While public works of vast magnitude and importance, are pro- 
gressing in other sections of the State, that seem to have every fertility of soil, and innumerable 
advantages, thus increasing the demand for the public domain, and enhancing the value of property, this 
section has comparatively stood still; and, whereas, the country between Shawneetown and St. Louis, and 
that whole section of the State, might be vastly benefited by a donation of land to aid in the construction 
of a road from Shawneetown, through Franklin county, to St. Louis, 

Resolved, That the senators of this State, in Congress, are hereby instructed, and our representatives 
requested, to procure the passage of a law granting certain lands to aid in the construction of a road 
leading from Shawnectown, through Franklin county, to St. Louis. 

Resolved, That by such a grant of land, many advantages would accrue to that section of the country, 
in the increase of transportation facilities, and the accession of population, and that, also, it would tend 
to develop the resources of that region of the country, by giving life and activity to commerce and agri- 
culture, and be the means of increasing the demand and sale of the public domain, in all those land districts 


before mentioned. 
(Signed) 


JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
THOMAS MATHER, Speaker of the Senate, pro tem. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR A CANAL OR RAILROAD FROM 
LAKE MICHIGAN TO THE ILLINOIS RIVER. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 4, 1835. 


Resolved by the general assembly of Illinois, That our senators and representatives in Congress, be 
requested to use their influence to procure the passage of a law of Congress granting to this State the 
reserved alternate sections of land on the canal route from lake Michigan to the Illinois river, for the 
purpose of further aiding this State in constructing a canal or railway between said lake and the Illinois 
river. 
Resolved, That they be requested to use their influence, should such a law pass, so to guard it with 
provisions, that the State may use the lands herself in making the work, or dispose of them to a company 
upon such terms as the legislature may provide, in order to insure the accomplishment of the work as 
speedily as possible. 

Resolved, That should they not be able to procure an unconditional grant of said land to the State, 
then they are hereby requested to use their exertions to procure the passage of a law containing a pledge 
that, if the State will cause the work to be completed by the State, or a company, within ten years next 
after the passage of such an act, the title to the said alternate sections shall rest in the State or her 
grantees. 

Resolved, That, if they cannot procure the grant to be made upon either of the terms above, that 
then they use their influence to obtain for the State a preference in the purchase of those lands at a 
reasonable price for the whole, allowing to the State a reasonable credit for the same, and that they in- 
clude in one law, which they may procure the passage of relating to the canal, the military reservation, 
or fractional section of land on which Fort Dearborn, at Chicago, stands. 

Resolved further, That they use their exertions to except from tle operation of any pre-emption law 
those reserved alternate sections on the canal route. 

(Signed ) JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
THOMAS MATHER, Speaker of the Senate, pro tem. 
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ON A CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 9, 1835, 
Mr. Brack, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of William 
Stringer, reported: 


That it appears that Francis Stringer, deceased, the father of the petitioner, was a resident in the 
Mississippi Territory on the third day of March, 1803, and that he did, in pursuance of an act ef Congress 
of that date, make application to the commissioners appointed to allow and adjudge claims under the 
different provisions of that act, for a donation of certain lands on the Tombeebee river. The claim was 
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resented under the second section of the above-mentioned act, which provided that to each person, 
being either the head of a family or twenty-one years of age, who did on that day of the year 1797 on 
which the Spanish troops evacuated the territory, actually inhabit and cultivate a tract of land, such tract 
of land should be granted, not exceeding six hundred and forty acres; such tract not being subject to 
other claims to which preference is given by the act. No testimony is offered by the petitioner which is 
new except the aflidavit of a witness who was present when the claim was decided on by the board of 
commissioners. He states that, on the claim being called up, it was mentioned by some that the granting 
to Mr. Stringer a whole section would be contrary to his interest, inasmuch as he would be unable to pay 
for it, that, for reason which he does not know or understand, a pre-emption right to a quarter section 
was ultimately granted. By reference to the proceedings of the board of commissioners, we find the 
claim of Francis Stringer thus noticed—American State Papers, title Public Lands, page 676: 


“Marcu 21, 1804. 


“Francis Stringer’s claim for six hundred and forty acres under the second section of the act. 

“Thomas Bassett, sworn, said: That Francis Stringer settled and built upon the land now claimed 
in the month of February, of the year 1798. I do not recollect that he made a crop on the premise’ !n 
that year, but he cleared some laud; that from the year 1798 until the present time he continued to cul- 
tivate the land now in question. 

“The case was postponed for further consideration.” 

Page 717—“ John Collier, Esq., sworn, says: 

“That in the month of January or February, 1798, he assisted Francis Stringer to erect a house on 
the land he now claims; that he believed he got into it with his family in the month of February, and 
had continued to live and cultivate there ever since; and, he believed, made a crop on the same land in 
the year 1798: he also states Stringer was twenty-one years of age, and the head of a family. 

‘Continued for further consideration.” 

Page 790—The following entry is made: 

“On due consideration, the board is of opinion that this claim is not supported agreeably to the 
requirements of the law, but that the claimant may be entitled under the 3d section of the act to a right 
of pre-emption to six hundred and forty acres of land, to be located as follows, viz: beginning on the 
west margin of the Tombecbee river, at the upper corner of John Dean’s six hundred and forty acre pre- 
emption, thence with said Dean’s line due west to his northwest corner, thence due north forty-three 
chains eighty links, then due east to said river, thence down the margin of the same to the place of 
beginning.” 

Page 856—“‘ Francis Stringer’s case: 

“On further investigation and consideration, the board is of opinion that the claim may be located 
as follows, viz: That a square tract of one hundred and sixty acres, running due north, due east, due 
south, and due west, shall include the present gin-house of the claimant, in the centre thereof.” 

It will be recollected that, subsequently to these proceedings, it was discovered that Congress had 
been mistaken in fixing, in second section of the act of 1803, the time of the evacuation of the Missis- 
sippi territory by the Spanish troops, on some day in the year 1797, inasmuch as the evacuation did not, 
in fact, take place until the 29th day of March, 1798. To correct this, the act of 21st April, 1806, section 
4, provided that, in all cases where pre-emption certificates had been granted, under the third section of 
the act of 1803, on account of habitation and cultivation prior to 30th March, 1798, such certificate 
should, on application within a fixed period, be changed into donation certificates. And it was further 
provided, by the act 31st March, 1808, section 2d, that, where payments on such pre-emption certificates 
had been made, the money should be refunded. 

Against these proceedings of the board of commissioners two complaints are now urged, for the 
correction and redress of which the interposition of Congress is asked. First: That the claim was incor- 
rectly located, having been put in the pine woods, upon land of inferior quality, where Francis Stringer, 
deceased, had a summer residence, instead of being located on the river Tombecbee, where he had a 
valuable field and ferry. 

Second: That six hundred and forty acres should have been granted to him as pre-emption, under 
the 3d section of the act of 1803. In the location, both of donation and pre-emption claims, the commis- 
sioners were governed by the proof. The claim to no tract could be allowed, unless it was both inhabited 
and cultivated. It does not appear, by positive proof, that Francis Stringer did reside upon the land on 
the Tombeebee river, upon which he had the clearing, and attached to which he had a ferry, which he 
considered as most valuable, and wished to locate. It is true, a witness states that his summer residence 
was on the pine land, for which the certificate was granted, which he says is poor and of little value, 
but for anything which appears his winter residence may have been there also, or may not have been 
upon the tract which he wished to have granted to him on the river. Nor is it shown that this land was 
not claimed by any one having a claim preferred to his by the same act of Congress, viz: by British or 
Spanish grant, or by habitation and cultivation, prior to the day on which the Spanish troops evacuated 
the country, fixed by the act on some day of the year 1797; but, without pointing out each point of 
deficiency of proof to authorize any interference in this particular case, your committee think that these 
locations having been made by legally authorized agents of the government, they cannot, particularly at 
this distance of time, undertake corrections. The difficulty of the task—the necessary want of full 
information in each case—are insurmountable obstacles to such an undertaking. If any injustice had 
been done, proper place to seck redress was at the department having control of the public lands. 

It appears, by the first decision of the board, that the pre-emption claim of Francis Stringer was 
allowed for six hundred and forty acres, to be located on the river; subsequently it was determined to 
grant a certificate for one hundred and sixty acres, to include the gin-house of the claimant. From this 
it is fairly inferable that this alteration in the quantity of the land, and the location, was at Mr. Stringer’s 
own solicitation. It appears natural that he should prefer to make his valuable buildings secure, and 
risk the sales for his cleared land on the river. This also accounts satisfactorily for his getting a certi- 
ficate for one hundred and sixty acres instead of six hundred and forty. Many settlers did not want so 
great a quantity of land as a section; and we accordingly find, on examining the record of the proceed- 
ings, a great number of the claimants took less than six hundred and forty acres. They were privileged 
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to claim that much, but it was an advantage which they might waive if they thought proper. They 
might also take less. 

The board of commissioners acting in 1804, in the construction which they gave the 2d section of 
the act of 1803, which secured to each person of twenty-one years of age, or head of a family, actually 
inhabiting and cultivating a tract on the day in 1797 on which the Spanish troops evacuated the terri- 
tory, a donation of such tract of land, confined the settler to proof of habitation and cultivation in the 
year mentioned in the act, viz: 1797. Your committee are of opinion that a just and true construction 
of the act of 1803 would have authorized the allowance of donations up to the time the evacuation 
actually occurred, 29th March, 1798, the true intent and meaning of the act of Congress being, to each 
settler’s coming within the other provisions, a donation up to the time of such evacuation; the actual 
time should have been regarded, instead of the time supposed in the act. If, under an incorrect decision 
of the law, it was determined that Mr. Stringer was only entitled to a pre-emption when he was entitled 
to a donation, and he acting under a mistake as to his legal rights, finding himself only entitled to a 
pre-emption certificate, accepted it for a small quantity of land, it would appear to be just and proper 
that he should be relieved from. the consequences of such error. This it is competent for Congress alone 
to do, inasmuch as the act of 1806 only authorized the pre-emption certificates which had been granted 
into donation certificates in the cases before mentioned. These certificates could not be enlarged. This 
brings us to the inquiry, was he entitled to a donation by actually inhabiting and cultivating a tract of 
land prior to the 30th March, 1798? It appears that Francis Stringer settled upon the land to which he 
made claim in February of that year, but there is no proof whatever of any act of cultivation prior to 
30th March, and there is every presumption that there was none. 

Your committee, therefore, recommend the adoption of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition is unreasonable, and ought not to be granted. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ALABAMA. 


ol 1 290 F 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 0, ov. 


Mr. Brack, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John B. 
Toulmin, reported: 


That the petitioner prays to be confirmed to a town lot in the city of Mobile, on account of having 
built upon, occupied and inhabited the same prior to the 15th April, 1813. By an act of Congress of 3d 
March, 1819, commissioners were appointed to allow and receive evidence of this class of claims. Their 
report was confirmed by an act 8th May, 1822, by which the claimants of lots in the town of Mobile, 
under similar circumstances, were confirmed in their title. By an act of 3d March, 1827, these claims 
were again opened, and the register and receiver of the land office at St. Stephen’s were directed to 
receive additional evidence until the Ist September, 1827. It does not appear that the petitioner made 
any attempt to avail himself of the advantages of any of the provisions made by these several acts of 
Congress; nor does he assign any reason for not having done so. The committee are of opinion that they 
ought not, under these circumstances, to go into the investigation of this claim. If it be once established 
that claims under such circumstances are to be allowed, the committee would in a short time have on 
their hands as much Jabor as any board of commissioners have had. The testimony must be by aftidavit; 
they cannot have either the advantage of knowing the witness or examining him. It is easy to foresee 
that frauds to a great extent will be practiced, by bringing forward specious claims and supporting them 
by fictitious witnesses, or such as are unworthy of belief. The committee are of opinion that the 
petitioner, showing no.reason which prevented him from availing himself of the benefit of the former acts 
of Congress, is not entitled to relief, and report the following resolution for adoption: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition is unreasonable, and ought not to be granted. 
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COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 9, 1885. 


State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in general assembly, January session, A. D. 1835: 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of this general assembly, it is of great ‘importance, as it respects 
both the harmony and union of the States,” to make, ‘‘as soon as circumstances will allow, a proper 
disposition of the whole subject of the public lands” of the United States. 

2. That a material reduction at the present time of the minimum price at which these lands are 
offered for sale is inexpedient; and that the relinquishment of them would not only be impolitic, but an 
act of injustice to the States, inasmuch as a portion of said lands was secured in the possession of the 
States to which they originally belonged, by the common exertions and sacrifices of the whole country in 
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the war of our revolution; inasmuch as the portion so secured was afterwards ceded to the United States 
for the common use and benefit of all the States; and inasmuch as all the residue of said lands, comprising 
the Joead part thereof, was paid for by the people of the whole country, out of the treasury of the 
United States. 

3. That the public lands, being now free from all pledges for the payment of the national debt, ™ 
the extinguishment of the same, the annual proceeds thereot ought to be divided among the States of the 
Union, according to their respective federal representative population, as ascertained by the last census, 
to be applied by the legislatures of the same to public education, and to such other purposes as said legis- 
latures may designate and authorize. 

4. That a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to each of our senators and representatives in 
Congress; and that they be requested to support the passage of a law in conformity with the opinion 
herein expressed. 


(True copy.) Witness: HENRY BOWEN, Secreiary of State. 
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CLAIMS TO CHOCTAW RESERVATIONS OF LAND UNDER THE l4rn ARTICLE OF THE 
TREATY OF 1830. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 9, 1835. 


Wasuineton, February 6, 1835. 
To the House of Representatives: 

I submit to Congress a report from the Secretary of War, containing the evidence of certain claims 
to reservations, under the fourteenth article of the treaty of 1830, with the Choctaws, which the locating 
agent has reserved from sale, in conformity with instructions from the President, who did not consider 
himself authorized to direct their location. ; 

Should Congress consider the claims just, it will be proper to pass a law authorizing their location, 


or satisfying them in some other way. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 





DeparTMENT OF War, February 5, 1835. 


Sm: In 1831, the agent for the Choctaws, Colonel William Ward, was instructed to prepare and 
transmit a register of all persons entitled to reservations under the fourteenth article of the treaty with 
that tribe, of 27th September, 1830. When the location of these reservations commenced, many claim- 
ants appeared, whose names were not upon this register. The number of these applicants having 
increased, you directed that absolute locations should be made for those only who were registered, but 
that tracts should be designated on the plats of survey, by the locating agent, and reserved from sale, 
for all others who should produce probable evidence of being entitled to reservations; and you directed 
that the agent should report the evidence in each case, to be submitted to Congress. Instructions were 
accordingly given, in October last, to Colonel George W. Martin, the locating agent, and his report has 
been received. 

I have the honor to lay before you copies of these instructions, of the report of the agent, and the 
documents that accompanied it, for your examination, to be submitted to Congress if you think proper. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEW. CASS. 


To the PresIpEnt. 





DerarTMent oF War, October 13, 1834. 


Sir: The applications that have, from time to time, been presented to this department by persons 
claiming reservations under the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty, that the sale of the sections they 
claim may be suspended, have been submitted to the President, who has directed the following instruc- 
tions to be communicated to you: 

In the cases that have been brought to the notice of this department, it has appeared, from the evi- 
dence exhibited, that the names of the claimants were registered, and the record has been lost; or, that 
the record was made on separate slips of paper that cannot now be found; or, that they applied verbally, 
and were led by the agent to believe that this was a compliance with the treaty; or, that their applica- 
tion to be registered was refused, without sufficient reason. 

There has also been evidence exhibited, to show that the agent certified that persons ‘‘ caused their 
names to be registered,’ whose names are not upon the register returned by him. In this state of things, 
the President deems it to be his duty to medify the order that precluded you from locating sections for 
persons not upon this register, in order that the parties may have an opportunity to obtain the action of 
Congress upon their claims. 

You will, therefore, give public notice, that persons who consider themselves entitled to reservations 
under the 14th article, and whose names are not upon the register of Colonel Ward, will exhibit to you 
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the evidence in support of their claims. This evidence must show that they were citizens of the Choctaw 
nation, heads of families, and did signify their intention to become citizens within the time prescribed by 
the treaty. It must also show the time of their application to be registered, and the conversation and 
circumstances relating to it. 

If they bring themselves within the requisition of the 14th article, and the evidence induces you to 
believe that the omission of their names on the register was caused by the mistake or neglect of the 
agent, you will make locations for them in the manner pointed out in the instructions heretofore given to 
you. These locations, it must be understood, are contingent, and wilt be complete only in the event of 
their being confirmed by Congress. 

If the whole or a part of a reservation that may be claimed has been sold, you will designate upon 
the plats tracts of equal dimensions, and of as nearly equal value as practicable. 

The register and receiver of the proper land offices will be instructed to reserve from sale the reser- 
vations you may locate under this order, until the views of Congress are ascertained, 

The President specially directs that you transmit, in season for the action of Congress at its next 
session, detailed reports showing the names, standing, and credibility of the witnesses, and all the facts 
and circuinstances in each case, with copies of the papers presented to you, aud your communications to 
the land offices upon this subject. 

The execution of these instructions will require your prompt and vigilant attention, that justice may 
be done to the Indians and the government. 


I am, &c., MAHLON DICKERSON, Acting Secretary of War. 


To Col. George W. Martiy, Columbus, Mississippi. 





No. 1. 


Tue Srate or Mississtprt, Lowndes County: 

Colonel John W. Byrn, sheriff of said county, being called upon to state what he heard Colonel David 
Fulsom, a Choctaw chief, who has gone west of the Mississippi river, say in relation to the erasure of 
Choctaw names from the books of Colonel Ward, the late agent, states as follows: 

That I believe I heard Colonel Fulsom say that he, Fulsom, had scratched the names of Choctaws off 
the agent’s books, where they had been registered for citizenship and land, under the provisions of the 
14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, saying “that he wanted them all to go west of the 
Mississippi river.” And further he saith not. J. W. BYRN., 


Sworn and subscribed before me, December 24, 1834. 
JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace for said county.  [srau.] 


I, George W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of the original deposition of John W. Byrn, on file in my office. 
Cnoccnuma, Dec. 29, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 


I am personally acquainted with John W. Byrn, and from my knowledge of him, believe he is entitled 
to full credit in the testimony he has made upon oath in the foregoing deposition, 
DecemBer 29, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 


Srate or Mississippi, Tallahatchee County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Thomas G. Ringgold, an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county of Tallahatchee, John T. Hammond, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that at 
the time of the execution of the Choctaw treaty, on the 27th day of September, 1830, he was, and for some 
time had been, a citizen of the Choctaw country, in said State; that he has for the last five years been 
acquainted with Charles Frazier, Nelly Dyer, Rachel Davis, James Perry, Nancy Moore, Moses Perry, 
Molly Frazier, Moontubbi, Tishopia, and Hala, persons whose names are contained in the annexed schedule 
of claimants under the 14th article of said treaty. That at the time he became acquainted with them, they 
were, and have ever since continued to be, citizens of the Choctaw nation. That at the time of the exe- 
cution of said treaty, on the 27th day of September, 1830, they were all heads of separate families in said 
Choctaw country. That this deponent knows Moontubbi, one of the persons above named, to be a man of 
intelligence and credibility, and a head man among the more ignorant Indians of his acquaintance, and 
believes the certificate of the testimony of said Moontubbi, signed by James Oxberry as interpreter, which 
this deponent has read, to be strictly true. That he is also acquainted with Garret Nelson, the person 
mentioned in said certificate as having been deputed to carry the list of names taken at the council at 
John Perry’s, to the agency, and have them registered by Colonel Ward, the resident agent. That he 
knows him to be an intelligent white man, who has long resided in the Choctaw country, and raised a 
large family of Choctaw children. That he possessed the confidence of the Choctaw people, and having 
been frequently employed to do their business, this deponent fully believes that he was employed in the 
manner stated in the annexed certificate of said Moontubbi’s testimony. That the said Nelson has removed 
to the Choctaw country west. That the facts of a council having been held at the house of John Perry, 
for the purpose stated in said certificate, the mission of Nelson to this agency, and the registry of the 
said names by the resident agent for the five years, were notorious throughout the neighborhood where 
the said claimants resided, and near which this deponent resided also, at the time stated in said certificate. 
That subsequent to the time this registry was reported to have been made, and within six months after 
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the ratification of said treaty, this deponent visited the office of the resident agent, Colonel Ward, for the 
purpose of registering his own name for the five years’ stay. That in looking over a part of the register 
of the Choctaw claimants, in said office, at that time, he saw the names of said Charles Frazier, Nelly 
Dyer, Rachel Davis, James Perry, Nancy Moore, Moses Perry, Molly Frazier, Moontubbi, Tishopia, and 
Hala, duly registered, with the names of their children, for the five years’ stay, under the 14th article of 
said treaty, with the names of many other persons whom this deponent does not now recollect, which 
names this deponent was informed by said agent, Colonel Ward, were registered upon the application of 
the said Garret Nelson. That Enos Ward and Samuel Allen, who accompanied this deponent, and who 
also saw the names seen by this deponent on said register, have removed to the Choctaw country west. 
And this deponent further saith, that at the time Colonel Armstrong, the agent sent to examine the 
Choctaw improvements, visited the country, and took an account of the quantity of land this deponent 
had in cultivation, he informed said agent that he had registered his name for the five years’ stay under 
the 14th article of the treaty, and did not wish to be registered as a claimant by cultivation; and 
that he was answered by said agent, that the object in taking an account of his improvements was not 
tu return his name as a claimant by cultivation, but merely to ascertain what portion of the Choctaw 
country was under cultivation. That when the locating agent, Colonel Martin, appeared in the country, 
this deponent learned, for the first time, that his name was not returned as registered for the five years’ 
stav; and being informed that he could locate one eighth for cultivation, and supposing it was all he 
could eet, was induced to take it. And this deponent verily believes that James Perry, Rachel Davis, 
Moontubbi, Nancy Moore, and Tishopia, four of the persons named in the annexed schedule, were induced 
to have the said James one section, the said Rachel half section, and the said Moontubbi, Nancy Moore, 
and Tishopia, one-eighth of a section each, reserved for the same cause. And this deponent further saith 
that he has been informed, and verily believes, that all the persons whose names are contained in the 
annexed schedule of claimants, except himself, were present at the council of Indians at John Perry’s, 
gave in their names to be registered for the five years’ stay under the 14th article of said treaty, were 
all duly registered within the time prescribed in said article, by the resident agent, Colonel Ward, were 
all entitled to hold land under said article as citizens and heads of separate families, have uniforn; y per- 
sisted in the same desire, and have all, as yet, been prevented from locating any land, except the said 
James Perry, Rachel Davis, Moontubbi, Nancy Moore, and Tishopia, who were induced to receive the 
above-mentioned quantities, under the full impression that they could not hope for more. And further 
this deponent saith not. 
JOHN T. HAMMOND. 
Subscribed and sworn to, this 27th day of November, 1834, before me. 
THOMAS G. RINGGOLD, Justice of the Peace. 





No. 3. 


Tue Strate or Mrsstsstppt, Lowndes County: 

We, Reuben H. Grant and Jefferson Clements, having been called upon to state what we know in 
relation to the conduct and capacity of Colonel William Ward, late agent for the registration of certain 
Indians or Choctaws, under the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, for citizenship 
and land, state as follows, to wit: We have been frequently present when the Indians made application 
to the agent, Colonel Ward, to register themselves to take citizenship and receive land, under the pro- 
visions of the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, and before the expiration of six 
months after the ratification of said treaty, and have known the agent, Colonel Ward, to refuse and reject 
a good number of applicants, “saying that they might go west of the Mississippi river;” that it would 
be better for them, Being requested, we further state that the agent, Colonel Ward, was frequently 
incapable of attending to business, from intoxication, and, when not intoxicated, was so negligent and 
careless that any persons who wished books and papers, did pretty much as they pleased with them; and 
that said agent was much opposed to the Indians availing themselves of the advantages of the fourteenth 
article of the treaty aforesaid. 

REUBEN HW. GRANT. 
JEFFERSON CLEMENTS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, December 23, 1834. 

JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace for said county.  [seau.] 


I, George W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of the original deposition of Reuben H. Grant and Jefferson Clements, on file in my office. 
Cuoccnuma, December 29, 1834. 


GEO. W. MARTIN. 


I am personally acquainted with Reuben H. Grant and Jefferson Clements, and, from my own 
knowledge, believe them to be intelligent, credible, and honest men. 
DrecEMBER 29, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 


No. 4. 


Stare or Misstssippt, Lowndes County: 

This 5th day of December, 1834, Major John Pitchlynn, being summoned before me, the subscribing 
justice of the peace for Lowndes county, for the purpose of being examined touching the applications 
made to the late Choctaw agent to register certain names for citizenship and lands, under the fourteenth 
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article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, after being duly sworn, deposeth and saith as follows, to 
wit, as set forth in his answers: 

Question. Do you know it to be a fact, that Choctaws have often made application to the late agent, 
Colonel Ward, to have their names registered for citizenship and lands, under the fourteenth article of 
the treaty; that he duly received and entered these names; and yet that such names so tendered and 
registered were not afterwards to be found on his books? 

Answer. I have often heard it said that there are many such instances, but, of my own personal 
knowledge, I only recollect one case. That case was as follows: Within the six months after the ratifi- 
‘ation of the treaty, at the earnest request of two Indian women, one named Hi-a-cau-ta-na, a widow 
woman, with two children over ten years of age, and the other £-li-ah, a widow, with one child over ten, 
I acted as spokesman to the agent for them, and gave in their names, the number and ages of their 
children, and the place of their residence, which was on a creek called ‘Trimmed Cane.’ He wrote the 
whole down in my presence, in his books, but afterwards it turned out that those names were not to be 
found in his returns; and the consequence was, that these women lost their lands, which were very good 
and valuable lands. They were sold at the first land sales. 

I now recollect another case of the kind, that came to my knowledge. I mean the case of Red 
Pepper. His name had been duly registered, and by some person afterwards erased. He proved this, 
made application to Congress, and obtained relief. 

And further this deponent saith not. 


JOHN PITCHLYNN. 


Srare or Misstsstpr1, Lowndes County: 

I, Adolphus, G. Weir, notary public for the county and State aforesaid, duly elected, commissioned 
and qualified, according to law, residing in the town of Columbus, in said county, do hereby certify that 
the within named John Pitchlynn, being summoned to appear and testify to the foregoing deposition, this 
day personally appeared before me, in said county, and, after having been first duly sworn according to 
law, deposeth and saith, that the facts, as set forth in said deposition, are true, to the best of his know- 
ledge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Adolphus G. Weir, notary public, as aforesaid, have hereunto 

f subscribed my name, and affixed my notarial seal, at my office, in the town of Columbus, in said county, 
this eighth day of December, in the year one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, and in the fifty- 
eighth year of American independence, 


ADOLPHUS G. WEIR.  [seat.] 
I, George W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing deposition is a true and 
correct copy of the original on file in my office. 


Cuoccnuma, December 29, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 


I am personally acquainted with Major John Pitchlynn, and believe him to be a man of unquestiona- 
ble veracity. 


DecemBer 29, 1834. GEO. W. MARTIN. 





No. 5. 


State oF Mississtpp1, Lowndes County: 

I, Grabel Lincicum, of Oktibbeha county, in said State of Mississippi, being called upon to state on 
oath what I know respecting an application made by certain Choctaw Indians living on the head waters 
of Pearl, Leaf and Suckenatchie rivers, to William Ward, late Choctaw agent, to enter their names and 
families as citizens, and take lands under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creck, do declare and say 
as follows, viz: That I was present at the assemblage of Indians, I think in the month of June, 
1831, called together at the council house near the agency, as I understood, for the purpose of giving 
all such Indians as did not wish to emigrate, a chance of registering their names, as provided for 
in the treaty. I distinctly recollect that a certain Indian, I think it was Captain Post Oak, came 
forward with a bundle of sticks in his hand, acting as spokesman for the Indians living down on the 
head waters of the Pearl, Leaf and Suckenatchie rivers, and handed them in, as showing the families 
that wished to register in that district. The sticks were handed to the agent, and his words explained 
by the interpreter. The agent took the sticks, and then threw them away, saying that there were too 
many of them, and that the Indians ought or must move away. When this was explained to the Indians 
by the interpreter, they were much hurt at it, and showed very great dissatisfaction; and it was not 
what they had been promised at Dancing Rabbit creek, and in the treaty. They said they would go home 
and live five years on their lands, as they had confidence that the government would not turn them off, since 
they were promised at Dancing Rabbit creek, by the commissioners, and it was put down in the treaty, 
that they might stay and have their lands, and not be forced to move over the Mississippi. Many of 
them said they would die first, before they would move. This transaction gave rise to a good deal of 
excitement among many of the persons present, and it was looked on as a violation of the treaty. The 
Indians on whose behalf this tender of registration was made, live on the head branches of Pearl, Leaf 
and Suckenatchie rivers, a good deal cut off from other parts of the nation, and did not seem to have any 
of the better informed and more active leaders to stand up for them. 

Question. How did you come in possession of this book or list of names, now delivered to the justice, 
to be attached to your deposition? 

Answer. When Col. William Ward, late Choctaw agent, was about to break up and remove from 
the agency, he had a vendue of his goods and effects; at that vendue he put up a lotof books and papers, 
and some sort of lumber or other, which I bid for, and which was knocked down to me; in this lot of 
things I found this book. 

Question. Do you recognize this to be one of Col. Ward’s books in which he registered the names of 
Indians under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek? 
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Answer. Yes. It is very evident that this is one of the agent’s books in which he entered the names 
of the Indians; this seems to be a book used principally for entering the names of orphans. The names 
are not in Col. Ward’s hand; they are in the hand of his brother, Stephen Ward, an assistant, but the 
closing part and the signature, I believe, is in the agent’s own hand. 

Question. Do you know whether the names contained in this book are to be found in the agent’s 
general book; that is, the one returned to the government? 

Answer. I have examined the general book in the office at Columbus, with this book before me: and 
I cannot find that the names have been transferred, with the exception of one or two, which may have 
been elsewhere given in. 

And further this deponent saith not. 





GRABEL LINCICUM. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, December 22, 1834. 
JOHN H. MORRIS, Justice of the Peace. [sat] 


Grate or Mississipp1, Lowndes County: 

I, William L. Moore, clerk of the court of probate in and for the county and State aforesaid, do 
hereby certify that John H. Morris, before whom the foregoing deposition was subscribed and sworn to 
by Grabel Lincicum, is an acting justice of the peace in and for said county and State, duly commissioned 
and qualified, and that full faith and credit is due to his official acts as such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said county, at office, this 
22d day of December, A. D. 1834, and 59th year of American independence. 


WILLIAM L. MOORE, Clerk. [seat] 


I, G. W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing deposition of Grabel Lincicum 
is a true and correct copy of the original, which is on file in my office. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 
Cuoccuuma, December 29, 1834. 
I am acquainted with Grabel Lincicum, and believe him to be a man of truth and intelligence. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 
DeceMBER 29, 1834. 





No. 6. 


SratE or Misstsstprt, Zallahatchee County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Thomas G. Ringgold, an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, James Oxberry, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that for the last fifteen 
years he has constantly resided in the Choctaw country, in said State; that, for the last five years, he 
has been acquainted with all the persons named as claimants in the annexed schedule of claimants, many 
of whom he has known for the last ten years; that, at the time he became acquainted with them, they 
were, and have ever since continued to be, citizens of the Choctaw country, in the said State; that, at 
the time of the execution of the late Choctaw treaty, on the 27th September, 1830, they were all heads 
of separate families in said Choctaw country; that he has recently seen all of them except two, and con- 
versed with them in relation to the registry of their names, and the names of their children, with inten- 
tion of becoming citizens of said State, under the 14th article of said treaty, examining such of them as 
cannot speak English, in the Choctaw language, and that they all concurred in giving the following 
account of their proceedings in this matter, viz: That, previous to the Ist June, 1831, a council was 
held at the house of John Perry, in said Choctaw nation, for the purpose of making up a list or registry 
of all such heads of families, containing their names and the names of their children, and their ages, as 
wished to become citizens of the State, and take their lands under the 14th article of the treaty, by 
remaining five years upon the places where they then resided, and had improvements; that at this council 
the names of the persons named as claimants in the annexed schedule were all given in, and taken down 
in writing, by Garret Nelson, except the name of John T. Hammond; that said Nelson was deputed by 
said claimants, and others whose names were given in at the same time, to go on to the office of the 
resident agent, Col. Ward, and have them duly registered for the five years’ stay; that they always 
understood, until application was made to the treating agent, Col. Martin, to locate their lands, that 
their names, and the names of their children, were properly registered, and had been regularly for- 
warded to the proper office at Washington; that at the last public sales their lands were all sold, except 
the lands of Charles Frazier, Nancy Frazier, Polly Frazier, and part of Nelly Dyer’s, which have not yet 
been offered for sale; that they have consequently been compelled to leave their places of former resi- 
dence, but are still remaining in the country with the hope of obtaining lands, being desirous of 
becoming citizens of the State, and complying in all things with the requisitions contained in the 14th 
article of the treaty. And this deponent further saith that he obtained from said Garret Nelson, previ- 
ous to his leaving this country and removing west, a transcript of part of the list of names made by 
said Nelson at said council, upon which transcript are found most of the names contained in the annexed 
schedule of claimants, and was at that time informed by said Nelson that he presented to the resident 
agent, Col. Ward, on the Ist day of June, 1831, the original and full list of all the names taken down at 
said council, and that the names upon the said list were duly registered by said agent as claimants under 
the 14th article of said treaty. And this deponent further saith that he visited the office of said agent, 
Col. Ward, some time after said Nelson had given in said list of names to be registered, and within six 
months after the ratification of said treaty; and in looking over a part of the register of Choctaw claim- 
ants in said agent’s office, saw the names of the greater part of the persons whose names are embraced 
in the annexed schedule, duly registered for the five years’ stay; and this deponent verily believes that 
all the names embraced in the annexed schedule, together with many others, were sent on by said Nel- 
son, and by him given in to the resident agent, Col. Ward, who received and registered them as appli- 
cants for lands under the 14th article of the treaty, and that the account of the affair given by the 
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persons whose names are conti uined in the annexed schedule, in the annexed testimony of Moontubbi, and 
by the said Nelson, is strictly true; that the object of this de ‘ponent, in looking over a part of said 
register in said agent’ s office was to ascertain whether his relations were duly registered, many of 
whoee names are contained in the annexed sc hedule, and were seen by this deponent on said agent's 
register, having been given in by said Nelson, And this deponent further saith that he saw the name 
of John T. Hammond, one of the persons named in the annexed schedule, and the only one who was not 
present at the council at John Perry’s, on the register of said agent, Col. Ward, as a claimant under the 
14th article of the treaty, at the time aforesaid. And this deponent further’ saith that said Nelson hag 
removed from this country to the Choctaw country west, and that William Thompson, the only person 
who visited the agency in company with this deponent, and looked over with him a part of the registry 
in said office, has also removed west; and this deponent knows of no person except said Nelson, by 
whom the fact of the registry of said names in said list contained can be positively proven. And 
this deponent further saith that, at the time he looked over a part of said registry as aforesaid, and 
saw the names of part of the persons mentioned in the annexed schedule, he inquired of said agent 
who had given them in, and was answered by said agent that they were registered upon the appli- 
cation of said Nelson. And this deponent further saith that he examined the said Moontubbi and 
Tishopia in the Choctaw language, and conversed with the said John T. Hammond, James Perry, 
and Nancy Moore, in the English language, on the subject of their reserves, and was told by them that, 
upon being informed that they would not be entitled to the lands under 14th article of the tre: ity, In con- 
sequence of their names not being returned to the office at Washington, they were induced to take, the 
said James Perry one section, and the said John T. Hammond, Moontubbi, Tishopia, and Nancy Moore, 
each one cighth of land, to which they were told they were entitled by cultivation, which this deponent 
verily believes to be true; and that the same consideration influenced Rachel Davis to take half a section. 
And this deponent further saith that he has long been acquainted with Moontubbi; that he is intelligent 
and highly credible; and having long been a head man among his people, and transacted business for 
them, this ‘deponent verily believes the t testimony given by said “Moontubbi, and interpreted by him, to be 
strictly true. And further this deponent saith not. 
JAMES OXBERRY. 
Subscribed and sworn to this 27th day of November, 1834, before me. 
THOMAS G. RINGGOLD, Justice of the Peace. 


Moontubbi, a Choctaw Indian, states that he attended a council of Indians held at the house of John 
Perry, residing in the Choctaw nation, previous to the Ist day of June, 1831, for the purpose of making 
out a list of persons who intended to become citizens of the State, and take a five years’ stay under the 
14th article of the late Choctaw treaty, and that the business of the council was in part entrusted to his 
management, and that he proceeded in the following manner, viz: Having marked a line, and placed 
the people all on one side, he told them that all such heads of families as wished to become citizens, 
should cross the line, and place themselves on the other side, that immediately all the persons in the 
annexed schedule named, (except John T. Hammond, who was not present at ‘the council,) with many 
others, crossed the line, and expressed their determination to become citizens; that their names, and the 
names of their children, were then taken down in writing, and the list of them handed to Garret Nelson, 
who was deputed to go on to the agency, and have them registered for the five years’ stay; that he always 
supposed they would hold the land the -y were registered for, until informed that their names were not on 
the books at W ashington; that the lands of all ‘of them w ere sold, except that of Charles Frazier, and 
part of that of Nelly Dyer, whose lands have not yet been offered for sale, but whose names have been 
lost with the rest, as he is informed; and except, also, a section for James Perry, half a section for Rachel 
Davis, and an eighth of a section, ™ ich, for himself, Nancy Moore, and Tishopia, which were reserved 
without their request or wish, as they still wish and intend to become citizens, and although driven from 
their former residences, to remain in the country. Taken this 15th day of November, 1834, by me, 


as the interpreter of Col. Martin. 
JAMES OXBERRY. 


We certify that we have, for about a year past, been acquainted with John T. Hammond and James 
Oxberry, who have, during that time, resided in the neighborhood of this place; and we have no hesita- 
tion in saying that we consider them highly credible and intelligent men, and worthy of all confidence, 

Cuoccutma, November 27, 1854. 


R. TH. STERLING. 
SAMUEL GWIN, 





No. 7. 


Tue State or Atapama, Sumpter County: 

Personally appeared before me, Philip L, Grover, an acting justice of the peace in and for the 
county of Sumpter aforesaid, John Jones, of said county, who, being first duly sworn, deposes and says 
that he was at the place called the Old Factory, in this county, at and during the time of the distribution 
of the annuity, in the year 1831: that at the time aforesaid, he understood one room up stairs of the Fac- 
tory dwelling-house to be appropriated to Colonel Ward, as he understood, the government agent, for the 
purpose of registering the names of such Choctaws as wished to remain and become citizens of the 
United States “under the 14th article of the treaty concluded the 27th day of September, in the year 1830, 
between the commissioners of the United States and the mingoes, chiefs, and warriors of the Choctaw 
nation, at Dancing Rabbit creek; that Colonel Ward was there at that time, and made known that but 
one family of Indians would be admitted at a time; he had previously heard it published that the time 
was shortly to expire at which they, the Choctaws, ‘would be permitted to register their names, and all 
who wished to remain, and avail themselves of the benefit of the article of the treaty above mentioned, 
were requested to come forward immediately. He understood the Suckenatchie Indians, otherwise the 
warriors of the Little Leader, to be there, many of whom he was acquainted with, for the purpose of 




















1835.] CLAIMS TO CHOCTAW RESERVATIONS. 633 








ne 


registering their names, and saw several families going up and coming down the stairs; did not see any 
of “their names, but belie ves all of them to have be en registered, as he understood that ‘to be their busi- 
ness, and knows them to have been anxious to do so. 


his 
JOHN X JONES. 


mark. 


GROVER, J.P. [seat] 


Sworn to and subscribed, in my presence, this 25th November, 1834. 


Tue Stare or AtaBama, Sumpter County: 


Personally appeared before me, Philip L. Grover, an acting justice of the peace in and for = county 
of Sumpter aforesaid, John B. Hancock, of said county, who, being first duly sworn, deposes and says, that he 
was at the place c: sled the Old F actory, in this county, at and ¢ during the time of the cision of the 
Choctaw annuity, in the year 1831; that, previous to that time, he had heard it published through the 
country, in obedience, as he understood, to the orders of Colonel W ard, the government agent, that the 
time for registering names under the 14th article of the treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek, was about to 
expire, and that all who wished to avail themselves of the benefits of that article must come forward at 
the time above mentioned, He met with many of the Suckenatchie Indians at the Factory, who, he 
understood, were there for the purpose of registering their names; saw Colonel Ward, the agent; under- 
stood one of the rooms, up stairs, of the Factory dwelling-house to be appropriated to him; saw several 
families going up and coming down at different times; saw many of their names on the registry book; 
believes all to have registered, as he knows them all to have been anxious for it, and had, till within a 
short time since, believed them to be registered. 

JOHN B. HANCOCK. 

Sworn to and subscribed, in my presence, this 25th day of November, 1834. 

P. L. GROVER, J. P. [sat] 


Tue Strate or ALaBama, Sumpter County: 


Personally appeared before me, Philip L. Grover, an acting justice of the peace for the county afore- 
said, Matthew Seabronch and Benjamin F. Bullock, who, being first duly sworn, depose and say, that 
they were at the place called the Old Factory, at the time of the distribution of the Choctaw annuity, in 
1831; that Colonel Ward was there for the purpose, as they understood, of registering their (the Choe- 
taw) names, under the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty, concluded at Dancing Rabbit creek the 27th 
day of September, 1830; that they saw many of the Suckenatchie Indians there, whose business, they 
understood from them, wi as, to register their names under the article of the treaty above mentioned, and 
that they believe many of them to have registered, as they were anxious for so doing. 
M. SEABRONCH. 
B. F. BULLOCK. 
Sworn to and subscr ibed before me, at office, 25th day of November, 1834. 
P.L.G GROVER, J. P.  [seat.] 


Tne Strate or AraBama, Sumpter County: 

I, Daniel Wormack, clerk of the county court of Sumpter county, do hereby certify that Philip L. 
Grover, whose name appears to the foregoing affidavits, is an acting justice for said county, and was at 
the time of signing and transacting the same; and that full faith and credit is due his official acts as 
such. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the county of Sumpter, 
this 27th day of November, A. D. 1834. 

DANIEL WORMACK, Clerk.  [sEat.] 


The foregoing is a true copy of the several affidavits annexed, the originals being placed on file in 
my Office. 
GEO. W. MARTIN, LZ. Agent. 
Cuoccuuma, December 29, 1834. 


From information, I am induced to believe that John Jones and John B. Hancock are credible wit- 
nesses, and that what I know of B. F. Bullock, I believe him fully entitled to credit. 
GEO. W. MARTIN, 
DecemBer 29, 1834. 





No. 8. 


Strate or Mississippi, Lowndes County: 


Ho-pi-es-ka-te-ne, or the ‘‘Little Leader,” beg summoned to state what he knows respecting the 
registration of the names of certain Choctaws, living on Sook-e-nock-e, to become citizens and hold their 
lands as provided for in the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, deposeth and saith as 
follows, to wit: That, within six months from the ratification of ‘the treaty, he went with certain Choc- 
taw Indians, living on the waters of Sook-e-nock-e, to the Old Factory, where the agent, Colonel Ward, 
was to attend to distribute the annuity, and to receive and register names of such as were unwilling to 
emigrate, but wished to stay and become citizens, and hold their lands. He says that he sat near 
Colonel W ard, and assisted to give the names and numbers of children, as the Indians came up, one at 
a time; that, when the agent cot through with one, he would go away, and another would come up; 
that he (the ‘agent) wrote all their names down on paper, as also the number and ages of their children. 

He further states that, before they got through registering all the names, the agent got up from his 
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seat, and said they must stop and go to distributing the annuity, otherwise it would be too late, and that 
those present who wished to register must come up to the agency. He then put up the paper on which 
he had written the names, and stuck it in his pocket, and went off to drinking and distributing the 
annuity. 

Question. Was the agent intoxicated during that day? 

Answer. We acted very much like a drunken man. 

Question. What became of those whose names were not then taken down? 

Answer. They afterwards went up to the agency, and were recorded, and these are the only ones 
whose names can now be found on the book; the names of the rest (those taken at the Old Factory) 
have been lost or destroyed. 

(Juestion. Did these people give in their names with the intention of staying here, becoming citizens, 
and living on their lands? 

Answer. Yes, most certainly they did. From the first establishment of the treaty, they declared 
that they never would go over the Mississippi, but would stay here and become citizens among the white 
people. He says that himself, Chap-a-ho-ma, and others counseled with George 5S. Gaines how they 
must act to hold their lands, and that they acted according to the advice of Mr. Gaines. 

The Little Leader, Chap-a-ho-ma, and two others, here gave in a list of names, for the locating agent, 
of all of those who then registered and are yet in the country, (omitting those who have since emigrated, ) 
and who now claim their lands under the 14th article of the treaty. And further this deponent saith not. 


110-PI-ES-KA-TE-NE, his -- mark. 


Major John Pitchlynn maketh oath that he acted as interpreter in this examination of ‘the Little 
Leader,” or Ho-pi-es-ka-te-ne, and that the above deposition truly sets forth the facts stated by him, and 
the answers given to the questions proposed to him. 

JOHN PITCHLYNN. 


John Carter, of Kemper county, being also called on to state what he knows respecting said Indians, 
deposeth and saith as follows, as is set forth in his answers: 

Question. Do you reside near the Sook-e-nock-e Indians, and, if so, what is their condition? 

Answer. I do reside near them. These Indians, being a remnant of the Sook-c-nock-e settlement, 
claim to be entitled to lands under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck; they say that they gave in their 
names to the agent. In various instances white settlers have come in, driven them out of their houses 
and off their lands, and taken possession of both. In some cases, where these Indians have spoken up 
for their rights, these intruders have beaten and abused them very much. I have seen Indians with the 
marks of violence on their persons a good while after they were inflicted. In some cases the best lands 
of these people have been taken away from them, and covered with pre-emption rights. These Indians 
are civil, peaceable, and inoffensive people, who ‘interrupt no person, and seem only to want their lands 
and possessions. Further this deponent saith not. 

JOHN CARTER. 


John Walker who also resides near the settlement of the Sook-e-nock-e Indians, deposeth and saith 
as follows: That all these Indians claim their lands under the treaty; they say they gave in their names 
to the agent at the Old Factory; that he knows, from his own observation, and from general information, 
that these Indians have been very much intruded upon and ill-treated by certain white men who want 
their lands. Some of these Indians have been forced off their lands and cruelly treated by these intruders. 
He says, as he was on his way to Columbus a few weeks ago, an old Indian woman came to him erying 
and compl: ining that a man by the name of Yancy had driven her out of her house, and would not even 
let her dig her potatoes, besides much other ill-usage. He further states that these poor Indians will, in 
a short time, be deprived of all their good lands unless government shall soon step in and secure their 
rights. Further this deponent saith not. 


his 
JOUN + WALKER. 


mark. 


Strate or Misstssipr1, Lowndes County: 

I, Adolphus G. Weir, notary public for the county and State aforesaid, duly elected, commissioned, 
and qualified, according to law, residing in the town of Columbus, in said county, do here ‘by certify that 
the within named Ho-pi-es-ka- te- -ne, being summoned to appear and testify to the foregoing deposition, 
this day personally appeared be fore me in said county, and, after having been first duly sworn according 
to law, deposeth and saith, through his interpreter, Major John Pitchlynn, who was also sworn according 
to law well and truly to interpret, that the facts as set forth in said deposition are true, to the best of 
his knowledge and belief; and, also, I do hereby certify that John Carter and John W alker, in like man- 
ner, personally appeared be fore me in said county, and, after having been severally sworn, depose and 
say, that the facts as set forth in said deposition are true, to the best of their knowledge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Adolphus G. Wier, not: wy public as aforesaid, have hereunto sub- 
scribed my name, and affixed my notarial seal, at my office, in the town of Columbus, in said county, 
this 8th day of December, 1834, and fifty-eighth year of American independence. 

ADOLPHUS G. WEIR.  [seat.] 


I, George W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of the de ‘positions of Ho-pi-es-ka-te-ne, and John Carter , and John W alker , and that the ori iginal is on file 


in this office. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 
Cuoccuuma, December 29, 1834. 
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No. 9. 


Grate or Mississippi, Lowndes County: 

Grant Lincecum, being called on to state what he knows touching an application made to William 
Ward, late United States agent, by certain Choctaw Indians, to have their names registered according to 
the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, deposeth and saith as follows, to wit: That he 
was present at the assembly of Indians, called at the council house near the agency, in June, 1831, for 
the purpose of distributing the annuity, and of affording to all such Indians as did not wish to emigrate, 
an opportunity of registering their names to become citizens and hold lands, as provided for under the 
14th article of the treaty. He states that when the business of the day was opened, the agent directed 
the interpreter, Middleton McKee, to tell the Indians that all who did not wish to emigrate had a right, 
by the treaty, to stay and hold lands, and that he was then ready to receive their names, and register 
them in his book; all of which the interpreter did make known to the Indians. This deponent further 
states, that after the business of the day had considerably advanced, and while he was standing near the 
agent’s table noticing what was going on, he saw a parcel of Indians come up, with an Indian they 
called the Red Post Oak as their spokesman, and one or two others as sort of leaders. One of them had 
a bundle of sticks in his hand, which he gave in to the agent, and told the interpreter to Inform the agent 
that these sticks represented a number of Indians who were unwilling to go away, and who wished to 
remain, become citizens, and hold their lands, and that they would give in the names of each head of a 
family, the number and sizes of their children. 

The interpreter explained all this to the agent, who took up the sticks and threw them away, and 
said there were too many of them, and told the interpreter to tell them that they must move west of the 
Mississippi. 

Question. Did the interpreter tell the Indians what the agent said? 

Answer. Yes, he did, and it gave great dissatisfaction to them. Some of them. talked a good deal 
about it, and said it was not what the treaty promised them; they said they would never move away; 
that the treaty promised them they might stay here and live on their lands if they did not wish to’ aove 
away. Some of them said they would die before they would go; others said they would go home and 
live on their lands, for they had confidence that the government would not drive them off. There were 
some white men present who advised the Indians to go home and stay on their lands, and told them that 
the government would treat them honestly. 

Question. Do you understand the Choctaw language. 

Answer. Yes, I understand and speak it very well. Ihave lived in constant intercourse with the 
Choctaws for the past twenty odd years. 

Question. Is it a common method for the Choctaws to give in and enumerate by sticks in the manner 
you mentioned? 

Answer. They always use sticks, or corn, or something of the sort, to count by; most commonly 
small sticks, 

Question. What became of those Indians after they were repulsed in the manner you stated by the 
agent? 

Answer. They all went to their homes. After a time some of them became discouraged, thinking 
they couid get no lands, and concluded to move off to Arkansas. But others of them still stick to their 
homes, and say they never will move, but will die first. The last time the emigrating agent was collecting 
a company to go, one of the sub-agents went among the Indians to get them to go. Finding that per- 
suasions would not do, he used all kinds of threats, and told them, if they did not go, the soldiers would 
soon come with their muskets and drive them off. About that time I passed through one of their little 
settlements, and found, in some places, the women and children had left their houses, and fled into the 
woods and swamps to keep out of the way of the soldiers. They were told that the soldiers were coming 
with guns and bayonets to drive them off. I told them it was all false, and quieted their fears as well 
as I could, and they returned to their houses. They have since lived on their lands, except in some cases 
where white settlers would drive them off and take possession of their houses and lands; and those who 
oceupied good land have generally met with this fate. The coming on of the land sales has alarmed 
them, as they are told by the whites that their lands will now be sold. This has made them employ coun- 
sel, and apply to the government for relief and aid. 

Question. Mave any of these Indians, to your knowledge, ever received any reservations, such as 
field or cultivation claims, for their improvements? 

Answer, No. I have frequently been among them, and I am very certain that not one of those now 
applying to Congress ever received any reservations, or other benefits of the treaty. All they wanted 
was their lands and homes, and they say they wish to become citizens, and live under the white men’s 
laws. 

Question. You say that the agent, in the morning when the business opened, gave notice that all 
who wished might come forward and register, and then, after a time, he refused to register the names 
offered. How do you account for this conduct? 

Answer. All who knew the agent’s habits can very casily account for it. In the morning he was 
sober, and in the evening he was drunk. 

(Juestion. Was the agent in the habit of intemperance? 

Answer. Hundreds besides myself can answer that question in the affirmative. 

Question. Do you recollect of seeing Samuel McGee in May or June, of the year 1831, at the agency 
give in his name, and did you see the agent register it? 

Answer. Yes; I think it was in May, 1831, I was with McGee at the agency, and I saw him give in 
his name, and saw Colonel Ward enter it down, but I understood that his name was not afterwards to 
be found, and MeGee’s land was sold from him at the sales. It was first quality land; he has never yet 
got any land. 

And further this deponent saith not. GRANT LINCECUM. 


Tue Strate or Misstssippt, Lowndes County: 
I, Adolphus G. Wier, notary public for the county and State, duly elected, commissioned, and quali- 
fied, according to law, residing in the town of Columbus, in said county, do hereby certify that the within 
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named Grant Lincecum, being summoned to appear and testify to the foregoing deposition, this day per- 
sonally appeared before me in said county, and, after having been first duly sworn according to law, 
deposeth and saith, that the facts as set forth in said deposition are true, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Adolphus G. Wier, notary public as aforesaid, have hereunto sub- 
scribed my hand, and affixed my notarial seal, at my office, in the town of Columbus, in said county, the 
8th December, 1834, and 58th year of American independence. 

ADOLPHUS G. WIER. [1 s.] 


I, George W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of the original deposition of Grant Lincecum, which is on file in my office. 
Cuoccnuma, December 29, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 


I am personally acquainted with Grant Lincecum, and believe him to be a man of truth and intelligence. 


DecemBeER 29, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN, 





No. 10. 


Srate or Misstsstpr1, Lowndes County: 

Adam James, being called upon to state what he knows respecting the application of certain Choe- 
taw Indians to Mr. Ward, the late agent, to register their names for citizenship and land, under the 14th 
article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, deposeth and saith, as set forth in his answers to the 
following interrogatories, to wit: 

Question. Were you present at the meeting of Indians held at the council house near the agency, 
in the spring of 1831, which was called for the purpose of distributing the annuity, and of receiving 
names of such as wished to register for citizenship, and to hold their land? 

Answer, Yes, | was present at the council or meeting. 

Question. Did you see any Indians offer to register their names, and refused by the agent, and their 
sticks thrown away? 

Answer. Yes, I did. I was standing, among others, close by where the agent was, at his table, and 
saw a number of Indians from the settlements on the head waters of Pearl, Leaf, and Suckenatchie 
rivers, with Red Post Oak and some other leaders at their head, come up to register. They handed in a 
bundle of sticks, and said they wished to register the families that those sticks stood for, and that they 
would give in the names and numbers and ages of the children; they said they would not move off, but 
wanted to stay here, and live on their lands. When the interpreter, old McKee, told this to the agent, 
he took the sticks, and flung them away, and said there were too many of these Indians, and that they 
must move away. 

Question. What became of the Indians after this refusal on the part of the agent to take their names? 

Answer. They retired very much hurt and dissatisfied, and said it was not what was promised them 
in the treaty, and by Major Eaton, in his last talk at Dancing Rabbit creek. Old McKee, the inter- 
preter, also said it was a violation of the treaty, and he did not like it, for the agent had made him, in 
the morning, tell the Indians that all had a right to register and stay here, and hold their lands, if they 
did not choose to move; and now to turn them off in this way looked very bad, and the Indians might 
say he did not interpret right. 

Question. What became of the Indians? 

Answer, They said they would go home and stay on their lands, for they belonged to them. Some 
said the agent was drunk, and they did not believe the government would take their lands from them; 
others said they would die rather than go to Arkansas. Since, however, a good many of them have 
been persuaded to go away, but others still stick to their houses, and say they will never go; they are 
now in hopes of getting their lands from government, as all that have not moved away are trying to get 
their lands. 

Question. ILave the whites intruded on the improvements of these Indians? 

Answer Yes, they have, and in many cases taken their good lands from them, and pushed the 


Tndians on the poor land. I understand that a great deal of the best land of the Indians, that was not 


sold at the first land sales, has now been taken by pre-emption rights. 

In answer to question, he further states that Mr. Ward was very often disqualified for business in 
consequence of drinking, and that he believes he was intoxicated at the time he threw the sticks away. 

He also states that Middleton McKee, the interpreter, has been dead these two years. 

Question, What became of the sticks that were thus thrown away by the agent? 

Answer. They were picked up by an Indian of the name of Hol-lo-tubbe, who said that he would 
keep them to show hereafter. 

(Juestion. Where is Hol-lo-tubbe? 

Answer. He afterwards moved west of the Mississippi, and I hear that he is now dead. 

And further this deponent saith not. 


ADAM JAMES. 


Tue Strate or Misstssiprt, Lowndes County: 

I, Adolphus G. Weir, notary public for the county, in the State aforesaid, do hereby certify that 
the above-named Adam Jones, being summoned to appear before me in said county, this day personally 
appeared before me in said county, after having been duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that the facts, as 
stated in the foregoing deposition, are true, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 

In testimony whereof, I, the said Adolphus G, Weir, notary public as aforesaid, have hereunto sub- 
scribed ny name, and aflixed my notarial seal, in the town of Columbus, this 9th day of December, 1854, 
and 58th year of the American independence. 


ADOLPHUS G. WEIR. [seat.] 
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I, George W. Martin, locating agent, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy 
of the original deposition of Adam James, and which is on file in my office. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 
Cuoccnuuma, December 29, 1834. 





No. 11. 


Srate or Misstssiprt, Tallahatchee County: 

Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, a justice of the peace in and for the county and 
State aforesaid, James Standley, who, being first duly sworn by me, to the following interrogatories 
made the following answers, to wit: 

Question first. How long have you been acquainted with William Simmons? 

Answer. Since about one year before the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, between the Government 
of the United States and the Choctaw nation of Indians, 

Question second. Where has said Simmons resided since you became acquainted with him? 

Answer. He has resided on Femergusha creck, in the southern part of the Choctaw nation of Indians, 
on the same place that he now claims under the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Question third. State whom he married, and, at the time of the said treaty, whether he was the head 
of a Choctaw Indian family, and whether he then was, and now is a Choctaw citizen. 

Answer. He married a Choctaw Indian woman named Foster, and was, at the time of said treaty, the 
head of a Choctaw Indian family, resided in the nation at the place aforesaid, and still resides there, and 
was since about one year before the treaty, and has been since, and now is, a Choctaw citizen. 

Question fourth. If you know anything in relation to said Simmons having registered under the 14th 
article of said treaty, please to state it. 

Answer. Some time in the month of June or July, 1831, I went, in company with William Sir .nons, 
to the agency at Colonel William Ward’s, for the purpose of registering under the 14th article of the 
treaty aforesaid. Upon our arrival, we were both registered on the register kept by said Ward for that 
purpose, within the time prescribed.by said treaty, and I saw said Ward set down the name of said Sim- 
mons, with the number of his children under ten years of age at the time of said treaty, (being two,) 
with his own hand, on his register. Afterwards I was at the agency in September following, and saw 
Simmons’ name on the same book, and saw said Ward, strike out the names of various persons, and, 
among the rest, I saw said Ward strike out the name of one Indian who was not present, and heard him 
(Ward) remark, when he struck it out, ‘‘that he reckoned that fellow did not wish to stay either.” The 
names of some were struck off upon the representation of their neighbors who were not present, and, 
indeed, the whole business, to me, seemed to be done in a very loose manner. I have examined the list 
furnished to Colonel Martin by the War Department, and the name of William Simmons is not to be found 
upon it; I mean the list of claimants under the 14th article of said treaty. 

JAMES STANDLEY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, the 27th day of November, A. D. 1834. 


THOMAS G. RINGGOLD. [seat] 
Justice of the Peace of Tallahatchee county, Mississippi. 


I have known James Standley for some twelve months or more, and, from what I know, am induced 
to believe him intelligent, and worthy of credit on oath. 
December 24, 1834. GEO. W. MARTIN. 





No. 12. 


GeneraL Lanp Orricr, January 15, 1835. 
Sir: Ihave the honor to transmit, herewith, copies of the undermentioned letters and papers, viz: 
letter of 17th ultimo from the register of the land office at Chocchuma, transmitting a list of lands selected 
by William Trahern for Choctaw orphans. 
Letter of 17th ultimo from the register at Chocchuma, respecting the location of reservations for 
Allen Jenkins. 
Letter of 23d ultimo from the register at Chocchuma, with a list of the lands reserved at the late 
public sales at that office, as reservations under the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 18380. 
Letter of the 29th ultimo from the land officers at Tuscaloosa, with a list of the lands claimed under 
the 14th article of the Choctaw treaty of 1830, as Indian reservations. 
I am, &c., ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


Ifon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 


Nortuwest Laxp District, Chocchuma, Miss., December 17, 1834. 
Sir: I herewith enclose additional testimony, furnished by Allen Jenkins, in reference to his claim 
on sections 25 and 26, township 25, range 2 east, viz: the letter of George W. Martin, the locating 
agent, under date of the 30th of September, 1833, to which there is annexed the certificate of Samuel 
Neill, deputy surveyor; also, the affidavits of Samuel Neill and Lemuel George upon the same subject. 

Lam, &c., 
SAMUEL GWIN, Register. 
Evuan Haywarp, Esq., Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington. 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1833, 
Sir: You are, agreeably to the decisions already made by me in locating floating claims, entitled to 
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locate your two floating claims on the two sections including or adjoining your present residence and 
improvement; and they would be registered and returned at this time, but for the circumstance, as I am 
informed, that there has been some mistake in numbering the township in which you live; and, to prevent 
mistake, I would recommend that you defer making your location until it is corrected by the United 
States surveyor, so as to enable you more properly to designate your location on the plat of survey, and 
to render the location full and permanent. 
Yours, respectfully, GEORGE W. MARTIN, Locating Agent. 
Mr. A. JENKINS. 


N. B.—You at present apply, on condition it can be done, and correctly, for section 25, township 25, 
range 2 east, and also for section:26, township 25, range 2 cast. 


GEORGE W. MARTIN, Z. A. 


I do hereby certify that, at the time I was surveying township 25, range 2 east, in placing the num- 
ber of the sections upon the bearing trees at the corner of the sections 26, 27, 34 and 35, a mistake was 
made, to wit, the number 34 was placed upon two of the bearing trees at said corner, when one should 
have been 35, which mistake I have since corrected. 

Given under my hand, this 13th day of December, 1834. 

SAMUEL NEILL, Deputy Surveyor. 

Witness: Tuomas G. Rixccorp, Justice of the Peace. 


Srate or Misstsstrrt, Tallahatchee County: 

This day Samuel Neill personally appeared before me, an acting justice of the peace in and for the 
said county, and being duly sworn, states: That, in the month of February, 1833, I was engaged in 
surveying township 25, range 2 east, and I was requested by Allen Jenkins to select such portions of 
said township as, in my judgment, he might float toadvantage. I accordingly selected and recommended 
to him to float sections 25 and 26 of said township and range, and marked off, on my map or diagram, 
annexed to the field notes of the survey of said township, the aforesaid sections 25 and 26, at the request 
of the said Allen Jenkins. He further states, that he furnished the said Allen Jenkins with a diagram of 
said township, and marked off the sections 25 and 26 on said diagram, and that the said Jenkins intended 
to float the aforesaid sections, and now understands he has floated said sections. He further testifies 
that he met the said Jenkins on his way to settle near said sections 25 and 26, and that he settled near 
said sections; and that the said Jenkins cultivated on section 26 two years, and that he knows section 25 
was cultivated by his permission during the last year. 
SAMUEL NEILL. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 13th December, 1834. 

THOMAS. G. RINGGOLD, Justice of the Peace. 


Srate or Misstssprt, Tallahatchee County: 

This day personally appeared before me, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, Lemucl 
George; after being duly sworn, states as follows: I was a settler on section 25, township 25, range 2 
east, and that Edmond Jenkins lived on the same section, and that he cleared and cultivated on two 
other sections for two years; and that James Alford had settled the same section, and that he had cleared 
on two other sections, and cultivated one of the clearings in the year 1834. 

LEMUEL GEORGE. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 15th day of December, 1834. 

SIMEON STERRETT, J. P. 


Lanp Orrice, Tuscaloosa, December 29, 1834. 

Sir: Enclosed herewith you will receive a list of lands claimed under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
ereck, as presented to this office, agreeably to your letter of the 16th of October last, viz: Ohoyo Tom, 
claim to section 25, township 21, range 2 west, and the south half of section 19, township 21, range 1 
west, application for which had been made previous to the receipt of your letter of 19th November; but 
as a portion of section 25 had been taken by pre-emptions, say the north half, and three pre-emption 
floats had been laid on the south half of section 19, township 21, range 1 west, the agent of Ohoyo, 
therefore, located on lands as set forth in the accompanying list. 

Application was also made by the agent of Imponah and Cunneubbee, on the fifth day of sale, to 
locate lands as set forth in the accompanying list, just as the lands applied for were offering for sale, and, 
by an oversight, a part of which was sold, say the northeast quarter section 27, township 21, range 3 
west. However, a great portion of the land in the two last applications is taken up by pre-emptions and 
pre-emption floats, and there is only reserved the northwest quarter section 27, northwest quarter and 
east half of southeast quarter section 34, and southwest quarter section 33, same township and range. 
We proposed to him to lay his claims elsewhere, but he refused, unless he were permitted to lay them on 
such pieces as he might select, regardless of quantity, to which we objected, and he therefore prefers 
contending for the land claimed, against those holding by pre-emptions, &c. 

We are, sir, respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JNO. TT. VINCENT, Register. 
WM. G. PARRISH, Receiver. 
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The following is alist of the land claimed under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, agreeably to your letter 
of 16th October last, and which has been marked on the maps as conditional reservations. 











Names. Parts of. Sections. | Townships. Range. 
Qhoyo ereeccceceeeescececcesssacccecsscsecccesccsccscesecssecceeces, North half .seeese sees 29 at 2 west. 
Ohoyo vseeeecceeetvcceccecssccseesecccesescsstccccccsseseescsscces| North half seceesseees 28 21 2 west. 
Qhoyo seeeceeceecccecsccccee cvcceccsecseresccscccccceceeseesseees| SOuth half .sseecseees 25 21 2 west. 
Tmponah .ovceescceecceceeccccseccccccceeenees ig Cialsinioiclato picie osieesienl WHOLGMic« sere. ace eve coe 34 21 3 west. 
Imponah Sie taaig Sie b7el Giplein oie. sab igieie1erurb o'410 9'e:0066.0l ele. 46/6 a\elele oie e'eleleeiweeresioe | POUGINTIMIE 6 eb eecoceee 33 91 3 west. 
Cunneubbee ...cecccccssccccccccvccccsccccsesccsesccsccesccssse cece! WHOIG sececceees cece 27 21 3 west. 
Cunneubbee ..sccccceccccrsccccccscerccccesscccccccccssovevccsceece! NOrth half .cececcoees 33 21 3 west. 
Betscy Beams. sseccececccscececcccccscccceccsccsesstccccesssecsees| WhOIG secre seseeees 18 24 2 west. 
Betsey Beams..sscseees cece ccceccceescccees cesses scncesccececsess WHHGIG? aa ccccecdéacdte 19 24 2 west. 
Rebert Hancock ...ccccesss ccccccceccccccccccccccccccccesvccccvccce| Hast half. ceccccccccce 3 24 3 west. 

















JNO. H. VINCENT, Register. 
LAND OrvIceE, Tuscaloosa, December 20, 1834. 


Recister’s Orrick, Chocchuma, December 23, 1834. 


Sm: Knowing that most of the claims under the Choctaw treaty, for which lands were reserved at 
the land sales at this place, under the 14th article of the treaty, will have to be laid before Congress at 
the present session, I herewith send you a list and description of the lands reserved at the late sales, fo- 
your information. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, SAMUEL GWIN, Register 

Exviyan Haywarp. 


List of lands reserved at the land office at Chocchuma, by order of Colonel George W. Martin, locating 
agent, under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. 


Robert Turnbull, east half section twenty-seven, township twenty-four, range two east, 319.93. 
Cultivation claim, November 29, 1834. Molly Nail, whole of section thirty, township twenty-five, range 
three east. Floating claim. 

The following is a list of the lands reserved from sale at the public sales in December, 1834, in 
pursuance of instructions from the War Department, to satisfy claims arising under the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek; all of which, with the evidence to sustain the same, have been 
forwarded to the War Department, to be laid before the next Congress for its confirmation or rejection. 

John T. Hammond, seven-cighths west half of southeast quarter, and west half northeast quarter 
section sixteen, township twenty-two, range one west. 

Robert Turnbull, half section west half section twenty-seven, township twenty-four, range two east. 

Moontubbee, three sections and one-eighth, whole of sections fifteen and sixteen, and north half 
twenty-one, and north half twenty-two, and west half northwest quarter twenty-three, township twenty- 
four, range seven west. 

Tis-ho-pia, four sections and one-eighth, whole of nineteen, twenty, seventeen, north half thirty, south 
half eighteen, and east half northeast quarter eighteen, township twenty-four, range seven west. 

Rachel Davis, three and one-half sections five, in section four lots one to twenty-four, inclusive; in 
section three, lots twenty-five to forty, inclusive; in section five, lots seventeen, eighteen, twenty-three, 
twenty-four, twenty-five, thirty-two, thirty-three, and forty, and east half section eight, all in township 
twenty-four, range seven west. 

Kl-a-no-au-chi, one section, whole of section nine, township twenty-four, range seven west. 

Och-in-chi-homa, four sections, whole of ten and eleven, and lots twenty-five to forty, inclusive, of 
section two, township twenty-four, range seven west. 

Tick-bafa-tubbee, three sections, whole of twelve and fourteen, north half thirteen, and southwest 
quarter section one, say lots thirty-five, thirty-six, thirty-seven, and thirty-eight, all in township twenty- 
four, range seven west. 


This is to certify that the foregoing list is a true copy from my register, of the lands reserved under 
the Choctaw treaty, and also those reserved from the action of Congress under the 14th article of said 
treaty. 

Cnoccuuma, December 24, 1834. GEO. W. MARTIN. 
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List of names forwarded by Geo. W. Martin. 








Names of claimants. Residence. Children over 10 Children under 10 | Quality of land. Remarks. 
years. years. 
Moontubbee....... seoee | Batapanboguo ..+--+ | James...+- secceccee | Vicey cocoecceeeee | First quality.. | Sold. 
Hotema ...-+. ecocee | Hemonatubbi 2.006 | ccccccccccccce 
| Hagopionubbi . ...- | Isaac..... 35055050) | Soo a0 0925 oode 


Tishopia....... 


Tmmahayo .eoeeee coos 


Molly Frazier ......++++ 
Nancy Frazier....sseess 


Polly Frazier. ..+eeseeee 


Shampika...e.. ee. 


Machubbi....sssecceces 


Ochinchihoma ..-+eseees 


eeece 


Shukaubbi ..cccccccce 


Amnachi <.<s0cscccccee 


Elanoanchi.... 


Anuhoka, eeeeesscceeees 
Hopackanubbi ....+.++- 
Moses Perry...++eseeeee 


James Perry ..+.eseeee 


Jno. T. Hammond .....- 
Rachel Davis. ....eceeee 


Stemonahaka....essoeee 
Charles Frazier...++.+e. 


Nelly Dyer ..cccccecees 


Nancy Moore..... eer 
Ahoyachubbi . 


Anohuntubbi ... 


Tickbafalubbi .......+- 


| 
| 


, Batapanbogue 


Batapanbogue ...++- 


Batapanbogue ...+-. 


| Batapanbogue ...... 


Batapanbogue .. 


| Batapanbogue ....-- 














Batapanbogue ...... 


Batapanbogue ...-+. 


Batapanbogue ...... 


Tallabusha.. 


Tallabusha.....cecee 
Tallabusha 2... see 


Tallabusha .... 
Tallabusha ....+.ees 
TalindbuEcha: <.600 0600 


Tallabusha . 
Loosa Schuma....... 


Loosa Schuma....... 
Loosa Schuma...ee+. 


Loosa Schuma....++e 


Loosa Schuma...eee> 
Loosa Schuma. .--+++ 


THIREODR s<cccucees ; 


Seboguelehatchee.... | 


Pittskokown ... 


| 


| 


| Mashambe..eoeee seo 
Tickbagatubbi ...... 
Taholtha ....ccereee 


Winchester ....+ese 
Hetty ...+ 
Simon 
Joel.. 
Afapotubbi .......0. 
Teloahema....eeeeee 


eeeeeeeresees 


ee eeeeresecese 


eeeeeeece 





Tahona.... 
Chilota ... 
Hoyona .... 
Talematema ......0. 
Tusha . 
Bakatona <0.0:0.02 006 
SERUEING 400 2:0000 0060 
Anahchubbi ......e. 
Nanema ... 


eeeqeres 


eoeecesesece 


Wakaotoma ......0. 
AAHONA db shuneesosee 
Stemahogu ......00. 


AlGy* “sseweseenwens 
Washington ...+ eee 
Alfred .ccccscoccece 
Kitty ... 
Joseph .«- 
Charlotte ...esseeee 


Dane cesseesee se. woes | 


AMIIOW Gichwsesenx es 
Mary ..cccccecccces 
Maz Well: js200sca0e0 


PMUGR scab esurece ssc 


Arahtahubbi......+. 
Immultahubbi ...... 


Pasalukanubbi.....- 


| Ubbachi ....... Vays 


Robert . 




















Siney ....ccceccce 
Pisamikantubbi ... 
Kanuntachubbi . 


Hoparubbi....... 


Fulcamatona ....-- 


Ishtamahoga .. 


Maunthlatubbi ... 


eeeeeeseeeeesee 


eeeeeereeseeeseees 


Incheletubbi...... 
Ashtabbi ..csccece 


Ashtahoka ....... 


eeP eoeesecesece 


eeeeeeseeseseseesee 


Dicey eesceceoes 


cece ecseccccscece . 
o00'sebeeeeees sees . 
sinew isish oss eeeeis . 
pee sce e isles ee ssls . 
cosccee oi00.0 cence 
Sowsinws seals oeeee 
pie age wees ooece 
TOA cave sews es ° 
IE kocsecicncea 


| Ruthey ...+.ceees. 


. eeee ee 
eeee eeeee 
eeeceees eevee . 


. ee eeeerese see . 
. ee ee . ee 
eee eeeeeseseseses 


PiUCINGD ans oeses. 


Jeremiah ... 


Commodore....... 


@eoeees 


IOUDDIa 665s seas 


eee sees eesecee 


Archahona .....e0- 


eeeereeeeeseece 


Muckintubbi 
Solomon ...e.e.. 


eeeees 


SIGITIS 555%s5e 54500 














First quality.. 


eevee ereseseces 


First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 


First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
Second quality 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 
First quality.. 


| First quality.. 


. . ee ee 
. @eeccore . 
eos . . 


Second quality 
Second quality 


First quality.. 
First quality.. 


First quality.. 
First quality.. 


First quality.. | 








| 
| 
| 
| 





| 


Sold. 


Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 


Sold. 


Sold. 


i Sold. 


| Sold. 


| 
| 
{ 
{ 


Sold. 


Sold. 
Sold. 


| Sold. 





| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


Sold. 
Sold. 


Sold. 


| Unsold - 


| Part sold. 


Sold. 
Sold. 


Sold. 
Sold. 
Sold. 








I certify that I have examined the lands upon which all the above-named persons were living at the 
time of the execution of the late Choctaw treaty, except the places of Nancy Moore and Anohuntubbi, 
with which I am also acquainted by reputation; and I consider the lands to which they made a claim as 
applicants for the five years’ stay, all of the first quality, except the places of Hopackanubbi, Stemona- 
haka, Charles Frazier, and Nelly Dyer, whose places I consider second rate land. 

Cuoccnuma, November 28, 1834. 


JAMES OXBERRY. 
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Cuoccnuma, Miss,, December 24, 1884. 

I have carefully examined the annexed list of names, and am personally acquainted with the wit" 
nesses, John T, Hammond and James Oxberry, who are respectable and intelligent; and many of the in 
dividuals therein named resided on their lands until sold by the United States; many of whom applied in 
person to me prior to the land sales in the fall of 1833, to have the lands reserved from sale, under the 
provisions of the 14th article of the treaty, stating their names had been registered by Colonel Ward as 
citizens, under said treaty. I was only presented by Garret Nelson with a list which he said he had re- 
tained as a copy of the names of individuals registered by Colonel Ward, under the 14th article of the 
treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek, 

GEO. W. MARTIN. 





No. 14. 


Cuoccnuma, Miss., November 14, 1834. 


Dear Sir: I am in the receipt of instructions from the War Department, dated the 13th October, to the 
following effect: ‘“ You will, therefore, give public notice that persons who consider themselves entitled 
to reservations under the 14th article, and whose names are not upon the register of Colonel Ward, will 
exhibit to you the evidence in support of their claims. This evidence must show that they were citizens 
of the Choctaw nation, heads of families, and did signify their intention to become citizens within the 
time prescribed by the treaty. It must also show the time of their application to be registered, and the 
conversation and circumstances relating to it’’ “If they bring themselves within the requisition of the 
14th article, and the evidence of credible and intelligent witnesses induces you to believe that the omis- 
sion of their names on the register was caused by the mistake or neglect of the agent, you will make lo- 
‘ations for them in the manner pointed out in the instructions heretofore given to you. These locauons, 
it must be understood, are contingent, and will be complete only in the event of their being confirmed by 
Congress.” 

Now, sir, you will readily see the impossibility of my attending at all the different land offices prior 
to the day of sale, and I have already given notice to the claimants to apply at this place for the purpose 
of having them laid before Congress; and it would appear to me that all those who will come before you 
with their claims fully authenticated, under the rule laid down by the department in the instructions of 
the 13th ultimo, these lands should be reserved from sale, and the claimants are required to produce their 
claims, with a description of the land, together with all the requisites as set out with regard to the testi- 
mony, to me, at Chocchuma, at the earliest time practicable, that the same may be communicated by me 
to the proper department for the consideration of the next Congress, and it is expected they will have 
their immediate attention and be presented here for examination, 

Respectfully, &c., 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 

Wituam Howse, Esq., register of the land office, Augusta, Miss. 


A similar letter to the above was transmitted to Major William Dowsing, the register at Columbus. 
DecemBer 24, 1834. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 





No. 15. 


List of the names of those warriors who fought under General Wayne, and also the names of the orphans 
in the Northeastern district. 


Orphans. Parents. 
I 5.6 5 500666651005 099 5 66E Keene eesieeenseedsersrccccrsece Temipebebie, Rayoka. 
Ithanatobi ; 
: wing grown to the age of manhood........eeeeeeeeeeeeeees Ahachu. 
Atonutobi, 


eT OTST EET CTT T Te TT Tee Te EET TT eee CCT eee eT EME Ls 
ae ee ae ek ped eS WER KEE SAEREE SERED AR OOO 
ae ae Leek ee Ee EK eR SOLS DRAWRADRAGOS OAC SS 

UNG WN UNMCEENCU PNUD Dotcvov/oe te Toxe:e)igieng:(0\ 69106 16 6 os le eile y-alleloN eee eal eveielalelwies Wlowlewee<© < 
IN i555 9hic 5-50 0540s bE de SES Chee RSs eRLsSeseKeeeeeesese AR 
RE hose deecckaerieenedesvecesctecsressececsecessececscs Halibumma. 
ads ccs wen CAE COW EA RS 2 COIR EOE 

BR se a eye et aes ore ara eo ura re Taionos- coal ca foro 6e 1S a oda a oie) Glee eile aUhilb eae alban arerevnwiavere.le 
eT Pe eT ee Tr eee eee SF 
LGPIMOINODI. 20 occ ccrncesssccrcceevesscssccccccccsccccccoccsos Piyaki. 


EE Se. ea eS Ea AED ay MEG RaN eDO DEN Seeded 


NEN Rend ter rset ay sean trates ares Sree at elle, Bis tate Taye ete lols MUON EMO eenewees MEMO 


Palli. 
BADE Gis kicdader acess sere secceneercecesevessesesscecscnse OChelink Halopa. 
ee AS TRESS Ore OLR ei MTN Oe Rite: . EOL 


Hopayotobi .....cccccccccccccccscvcccesccccccccccessccccccsces 
BE 665s 06k 6a ENTE OEE TENE NAT CN OSS Ue eeereessecoeccsenss BRO 
Ishtaiyopi. 
NS ET Oe RT Ee ee eT eee 
Okishtaiyoli. 
VoL. Vui———81 F 











Seeer mT 
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Orphans. Parents. 


Gre kak ss ods SAAKORE RT RII CAs erseeeendiorekess saves DORM, 
ee een cera chided eabse teosan ieee seniwersch eredses ses SOOM, 
6k Gd Hk 6A 6 64 ha 6 4 KOK EW N06. 00:54 05 0095's 00:08 ee er 


Itola. 
Filbitoyo. 


TRORUCUES 9 ay 395 90 G5 505 SD Se ODE ei rier teh 


IN oe OF CO oe eee dieeneeekces ks 
ES SLL ELS LOTT EE ERE TT TCO TT OTE TEE 
INR a od Lhe swore. Sans 
Palitimmo. 
SEL DE LL ETC CEEOL POOR TOE RET TOE Teme 
Tlanchiyoko .......0.eceeeseees Hee Seer eee epites ci aad ain: 
Oklahimma .......ccccsccessccsccscccccs tO eeeeeee gee es 
Ishlisnonaki. 
Hhiahekla. 
SS eee eee rere Pere eer ee Tere eee Tre Tee eS re re ..»  Mulihoki. 
EEE EEE LO OLE OTRO OTTO TO TTT Ter TTT ae 
Okkono. 
ee ODO lt BOG neil Oe Re Meee eae een 
Shupishtono, 
OT ECCT EET TTT ET TTT eRe TE TCC T CCT ee ...  Tushkonotahe. 


Yoh ASS es ay ne a oe eT ee eer ei 


SLGPCRER NETRA SPM ee ee ee ea ia Se sos ss dobne DlSe heie eels ieee eres 


eer ere re De PkS shee VACA ARORE CkeeeeRueeACeeseeeesce, Fe 
NN ibd bbdn oud nd5oe SIAESAEENED RATED R ERE RODE ESR as SIC, 
Humpki. 
ET Ce Ee Ee eT TE eer Te eT Teer Tera 
Stimayocht. 
NAG 665 5h 05S 6 ddd SdERMSES Ress eNOS SRK DdRsEReeewseeden cs SIRINEL, 
ETE T Oe Lee SCOT TT Tee rT TTT Tee PET Tete ee tt eee Otoyota. . 
ee errr re rT Te Tr reer rrr rr rere ere ee tee eee eee Tilhabi. 
Shonicha, 
ET TOT eT Te TT eT Te TT eT ere r TT TT rT tte Eee Anopoli. 
ee ee Ter TT Pee ES Tey TT Tre Tee ere r eT eT TTT Tae 
BUNGEE TION. 5 cai ccaccsscccsdcccvcsessssscscescssiceeces Camen Pitehipa. 
BRR FPINGAGR coon cccccvscssccntcossessdseccsescnsecvescsss Wilhittniyo, 
EE EES LOE LTCC NOTE OOO ET PTET ET TPE T ET TOT CCT TE i 
Two younger brothers, names not known, but will be recorded as soon 
as they are ascertained... ....ccseccccccccceccccrccecsceereees Kachihoke. 
eee rer rer eT eee tip ew? Ae 
Okishtunaki, 
DUNNE CIFRi dd bedSACKKOEKENES ered Geer edEReeseceereoweceones TRIE. 
Ishihuna. 
EOE er ee eT Te eT ere Tet Tee TT Te TET EE ee LM icc asan 
Younger brothers’ names not yet known but will be..........+.+... Mother’s name not known yet. 
PE SEES UELRAEKAEDOKES OH ED RDA E ROE S ee e008 tiewesecssee “RO, 
seat eka SAKINA Se REUERNCSARTRETEETE OES ee e'ss RE, 
| eT TTERT TT OL TTT CCE OLE TT LL 
NN S555 AK N56 a5 055505 4 dew OREN RERERE RTGS creeds TORE, 
OTT Tere rT OTT TT Tee TTT OTT ETE Ee TTT CLE ig 2 
PE EK ChK 656546000 6665S 6 ee RKER ESSN RRA ISON DKE soos de~ odes “DERM, 
Kaniyahoki. 
PTE Tere Te Tey TTT TTT TTT TT CECE ELT TE dot 
Timayoki. 
CES OLE Tee Teer TTT Tete ET OTT TT Tee TET ETC LE LT TOE. oe cs 
Tashohoyo, 
ID: 6.5 5086 6NS STEERER Hie ecnrsereeeserssoneseereneses  GRReyS. 
Tihachi. 
| ET eT Tee eT TTT COTTE TUTTE TE CTE TE EE ME cae 
OLE CLO ETT TOOT TEE TET CETTE TOC TEL COLE EERE ccna cea 
RS N65 56 bo06 beens CES SCARE SAEED ESOT ESO SSS Oceseeces es §©6AnORMle, 
eee Tee em Teer eT Tee TET e TET CTO TEE TTT TOME a 
Tumowahona...... LPPPERSED ESSE KIK LR CRESTE SECC EORC sa 5c a0 een SERRE, 
Matona. 
Or ETT T TET TTT TT CTE TET TT ETT LETTER ELT TTC 
Ataye, 
Under the captaincy, Jerry F. 
NS Ades SNE SEPEVEED SERED OSKDEKERE WERE TERED ccc en COREE. 
UN 5b abe oh Cks dae eddNK KEES SCERO NEDSS CReSeCeeensecee Gael Milber, 
Recorded, Choctaw Agency, this Lith day of August, 1831. . 
; W. WARD, Agent. 





ee | + | | | 
No. | Names. Sex. | Age. | Residence. Date of residence. | Certificate of agent. 








1 Enfale. eee eeeeee, Bale sc 0000000000! 9 Near Mushulatubbe.....--+-+ Before treaty. coon Satisfied with proof. 
ean chassakeanet do Coes ereree sees 8 | do Wiebe asek| do eee do 


Maria ....+++seeee+) Female .sseesseeees) | Near B. Jons..coccoececcvees do jaeiasl do 
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No. 16. 


Cnoccnuma, Miss., December 24, 1834. 

Sir: As per my instructions from the War Department, of date the 183th of Cevten last, which came 
to hand on the 1 12th d: ay of November, I herewith transmit a list of claimants under the 14th article of 
the treaty at Dancing Rabbit creck, for the purpose that said claims and accompanying testimony may 
be laid before Congress. 

A register of the locations will be forwarded to the War Department as soon as the lands are desig- 

nated on the plats of survey, and a complete list can be procured and regularly made out: all of said 
claims have been conditionally reserved for the final action of Congress. 
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE W. MARYIN. 
The Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





No. 17. 


Cuoccnuma, Jiss., December 29, 1834. 


Str: I have the honor, in addition to the list of claims transmitted on the 24th instant te the War 
Department, herewith to forward the following testimony in support of a number of Indian claimants 
therein embraced. 

These Indians claim to be entitled to lands under the 14th article of the treaty, having, as they 
allege, fully complied, on their part, with all its requisitions; notwithstanding, their names do not appear 
on the agent’s books. The 14th article provides that each Choctaw head of a family, being desirous to 
remain and become a citizen, shall be permitted to do so, by signifying his intention to the agent within 
six months from the ratification of the treaty, and thereupon shall be entitled to receive certain allow- 
ances of land, in manner as set forth in the treaty. 

These claimants allege that they did so signify their intentions, as required by the treaty; and say, 
if their names do not appear on the agent’s book, it is no fault of theirs, and consequently they ought 
not to be deprived of their just rights, by the neglect or default of the agent, or anybody else, over 
whom they had no control. This being the nature of the claims set up by them, I have, in each case 
presented, inquired, first, is this a case coming under the 14th article? and next, “is there (in the 
language of the President’s letter) probable evidence of credible witnesses, of their rights under the 
provisions of said article; and that their failure to obtain such reservations has been caused by the mis- 
takes or neglect of the agent appointed to make a list of reservees ?” 

Wherever it has been satisfac torily proven to me, by indisputable testimony, that the claims under 
the 14th article, and that the failure to have their names registered was not their fault, but arose from 
the neglect or mistakes of the agent, or other cause not embraced in the treaty, I have located their lands, 
and directed the register to withhold them from sale, conditionally. The letter of the President directs, 
‘that, in all cases, the locating agent will make special reports of the names of the witnesses, and of 
the facts and circumstances submitted to the War Department.” In obedience to these instructions, I 
have caused all the testimony offered to be taken in writing, under oath, and in due form of law. A list 
of the names of the witnesses is annexed to this report, and copies of the depositions themselves are 
herewith transmitted, the originals being retained for the use of this office. The instructions require that 
I should report the facts and circumstances submitted to me. By a reference to the papers, it will be 
seen that the depositions establish the following facts, viz: Ist. That within the time limited by the 
treaty for registration, on one occasion a number of the Indians then living on Suckenatchie, and some of 
them living yet on the same, did actually go forward to the agent, then at the Old Factory, for this and 
other purposes, and did not ‘only offer their names for registration, but their names were “daly and for- 
mally entered down in a book opened for that purpose; nevertheless, few, if any, of the names then and at 
that place taken down, are now to be found in the agent’s book in my possession. The conclusion is 
inevitable, that the small book or sheet of paper on which their names were entered, has been either lost 
by the agent, or destroyed by those who might possibly wish the Indians to emigrate. It appears that a, 
portion of these Indians have since gone away, while others remain on their lands, and now contend for 
their claims. 

2d. That there are instances where individuals went forward and had their names entered down on 
the book, and yet they were afterwards erased or blotted out by (possibly) those who had free access to 
the agent’s book. 

3d. It further appears, from the testimony of several witnesses of unquestionable character, that, in 
the month of June, 1831, a number of. Indians attended at the council house, for the purpose of entering 
their names to become citizens and take lands. Being ignorant of the English language, they appointed 
one or two head men, or leaders, to go forward for them, and give in their names accordingly. As is cus- 
tomary among the Indians, they collected a parcel of small sticks, designating the number of them that 
wished to register. W ith these sticks in their hands, the spokesmen went, up to the agent and gave 
them in; at the same time informing the agent, through the interpreter, that these sticks showed the 
number "they came forward to give in, and that ‘they would give the name of each head of families, the 
number and ages of their children. It appears further, that the agent took the sticks in his hand and 
threw them away, and directed the interpreter to tell the Indians that there were too many of them, and 
that they ought, or must, move over the Mississippi. 

Being thus ‘repulsed or turned off, it appears that many of these Indians abandoned their claims, and 
have gone west, while some of them yet remain, and now assert their claims, under the foregoing signi- 
fication of their intention to remain. 

IT have, &c., GEO. W. MARTIN, Z. Agent. 


fon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 
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No. 18. 


Wasuineton, October 13, 1834. 


The requisite instructions will be given by the proper departments for the location and suspension 
from sale of reservations of land in the Choctaw country, wherever persons claiming reservations under 
the 14th article of the treaty with the Choctaws of 27th September, 1830, shall exhibit to Colonel Geo. W, 
Martin, the locating agent, probable evidence of credible witnesses, of their rights under the provisions 
of said article, and that their failure to obtain such reservations has been caused by the mistakes or 
neglects of the agent appointed to make a list of reservees. 

These locations will be contingent, and will be complete only in the event of their being sanctioned 
by Congress. Until that decision is obtained, the tracts located under this order will be reserved from 
sale. 

If the tracts to which any claimants were entitled have been sold, in whole or in part, the locating 
agent will designate upon the plats tracts of equal dimensions, and of as nearly equal value as practicable; 
and these, also, will be reserved from sale. 

In all cases, the locating agent will make special reports of the names of the witnesses, and of the 
facts and circumstances committed to him. And these reports will be transmitted in season for the action 
of Congress at its next session. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 





Wasuincton, February 18, 1835. 


To the House of Representatives: 

Since my message, a few days ago, relating to Choctaw reservations, other documents on the same 
subject have been received from the locating agent, which are mentioned in the accompanying report of 
the Secretary of War, and which I also transmit herewith, for the information and consideration of 
Congress. 


ANDREW JACKSON. 





Department oF War, February 18, 1835. 
Sir: I have the honor to transtnit copies of other documents relating to Choctaw reservations, pre- 
pared and forwarded by Col. Martin, under the instructions of 13th October last. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ; 7 
LEW. CASS. 


To the PRESIDENT. 





Cnoccuuma, DMiss., January 7, 1835. 


Sir: I have the honor, this day to forward to the War Department copies of such claims as have been 
presented to me under the instructions of the 13th of October last, and have been acted on by me since 
my last communication to you of the 29th December. 

Among the claims herein enclosed are those of Jacob Johnson, John R. Contee and Thomas Stewart, 
on the application of the Hon. Mr. Plummer, who alleges the testimony is on file in the War Department, 
in support of the three last-mentioued claims. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 

The Hon. Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Cnuoccntma, December 1, 1834. 


Sir: Jacob Thompson claimed section No. 31, and the N. W. }, the 8. W. 4, and the 8. E. 4 of sec- 
tion 30, township 22, range No. 3 E., under and by virtue of the provisions of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek. His case was referred to the War Department, together with the testimony, for decision, 
because his name was not on the register of Col. Ward, furnished you by the department. His case is 
recognized by the Secretary of War, as embraced within the general instructions recently given you by 
order of the President, as will more fully appear from a letter from the Secretary of War, under date of 
October 30, accompanying this communication. The testimony in support of his claim is still on file in 
the War Department. The documents contain the testimony of Thompson himself, stating that he was a 
Choctaw by birth, a native and citizen of the Choctaw nation, and related to the chief, Greenwood Leflore; 
that he had an improvement on section 31, township 22, range 3 E., prior to the making of the treaty, 
and settled upon the same with his family during the year 1880, prior to the ratification of said treaty; 
that he had not at that time any other improvement within the limits of the Choctaw nation; that his 
family consisted of a wife, and three children under ten years of age; that he signified to the United States 
agent, Colonel William Ward, his intention of remaining and becoming a citizen of the States within 
six months from the ratification of the treaty, and that he continued to reside on the said tract of land, 
intending to remain a citizey of Mississippi. The testimony of Hammond, Reilly, and others, corroborat- 
ing the statement of Thompson, and swearing positively that they were present when he signified his 
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intention to the agent, is among the papers. The statement of his chief, and other leading men of the 
pation, in support to his right to land, is one of the accompanying documents. There is, also, among the 
papers, a letter from Colonel Ward in relation to the subject, accounting for errors and mutilations in the 
register. he land claimed by Thompson has been sold, as will appear from the records of the land office 
at this place. He remained on the land until some time after it was sold, but has since removed to ano- 
ther section of the country. I now ask for him that other lands of equal quality and value may be located 
of equal quality and value of those sold. A portion of the lands claimed by Thompson has been sold for 
twenty dollars per acre; the residue has been sold for ten and fifteen dollars per acre. The abstract of 
the testimony is given from recollection, but I know it to be true in substance. 
Yours, &c., * F, E. PLUMMER. 


To Grorce W. Martin. 


Cuoccnuma, December 11, 1834. 
Jacob Thompson makes application to locate section No. 4, the southeast and southwest quarters of 
section No, 5, and northwest quarter of section No. 3, township 19, range 1 east, (being 1? sections, ) 
which he claims under the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and 
requests that the same may be reserved from sale, and secured for him in conformity with the provisions 
of the treaty. 
JACOB THOMPSON, 
By F. E. PLUMMER. 
To Col. Grorce W. Martrn, locating agent. 


Jacob Thompson is registered for the within described tract of land. The register of Columbus is 
requested to reserve the land from sale, that the facts and testimony in the case may be laid before 
the next Congress. 

GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Agen 

DrecemBer 1, 1834. 





War Deparraent, October 30, 1834. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that instructions have been given, by order of the President, to 
Colonel George W. Martin, locating agent, in relation, generally, to claims to reservations under the 
Choctaw treaty of 1830. These instructions embrace the cases of Jacob Thompson, Thomas Stewart, 
and John R. Contee, whose papers were presented at this department by you. 

Very respectfully, &c. 
LEW. CASS. 

Hon. F. E. Piuwmer, Chocchuma, Miss. 


Testimony said to be on file in the War Office. 
GEORGE W. MARTIN, Land Agent. 





Cnoccnuma, Miss., November 30, 1834. 
John R. Contee makes application to locate section No. 2, of township No. 16, in range 1 west, under 
the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. His residence and improve- 
ment, I am informed, was on the above-named section. My information is derived from those who know 
and were acquainted with Contee and his family, and the numbers of his land. He requests that his land 

may be reserved from sale, and secured to him according to the provisions of the treaty. 
JOHN R. CONTEE, 
By F. E. PLUMMER. 


I do certify that John R. Contee is a citizen of the Choctaw nation, east of the Mississippi; but as to 
claim, I do not know whether he has a legal claim or not; that he will be qualified to his claim. 
Given under my hand, this 22d June, 1851. 
GREENWOOD LEFLORE, Chief of the N. W. Dist., C. N. 


I do certify that John R. Contee has registered as a citizen of the State of Mississippi, to remain five 
years, this 27th June, 1831. 
S. WARD, Sub-Agent. 





War Department, October 30, 1834. 
Sir: I have the honor to inform you that instructions have been given, by order of the President, to 
Colonel Martin, the locating agent, in relation, generally, to claims to reservations under the Choctaw 
treaty of 1880, These instructions embrace the cases of Jacob Thompson, Thomas Stewart, and John R. 
Contee, whose papers were presented to this department by you. 
Very respectfully, &c., 
LEW. CASS. 
Hon. F, E, Piummer, Chocchuma, Miss, 
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John R. Contee is registered for the within described tract of land. The register of the land office 
at Clinton is requested to reserve the same from sale, that the facts and testimony in the case may be 
laid before the next Congress. 

GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Agent. 

Cuoccuuma, Nov. 30, 1834. 


Testimony said to be on file in the War Office. 
GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Agent. 





War Department, October 30, 1834. 


Sir: I have the honor to inform you that instructions have been given, by order of the President, to 
Colonel Martin, locating agent, in relation, generally, to claims to reservations under the Choctaw treaty 
of 1830. T hese instructions embrace the cases of Jacob Thompson, Thomas Stewart, and John Rt. Contee, 
whose papers were presented to this department by you. 

Very respectfully, &c., 
LEW. CASS. 

Hion. Franxuin E. Piummer, Chocchuma. 





Cuoccnuma, December 2, 1834. 
Sir: Thomas Stewart claims the northwest quarter of section No. 10, lots Nos. 3, 4, and 5, of said 
section, in township No. 16, range No. 1 west, under the provisions of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
creek. He requests that the same may be reserved from sale, and secured to him in conformity with the 
provisions of the treaty. 
THOMAS STEWART, 
By his Assignee, J. R. PLUMMER. 


Registered for the within described tract of land. The register of the land office at Clinton is re- 
quested to reserve the same from sale, that the facts connected with the case may be laid before 


Congress. 
GEO. W. MARTIN. 





Cuoccuuma, December 2, 1834. 

Sm: The papers and testimony in support of the claim of Thomas Stewart to land under the treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit creck, were taken up to the War Department by me. His case was decided upon, and 
is embraced within the general instructions recently issued to you by order of the President, as will more 
fully appear from an inspection of a letter from the Secretary of War, under date of the 30th October, 
1834, made a part of this communication. The documents submitted to the department, which are now 
on file in the Indian Bureau, contain his own affidavit, stating that he was a citizen of the Choctaw nation, 
with an Indian family, and that he resided with his family within that district of country ceded to the 
United States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and had more then twelve acres in cultivation, 
He also states that he signified to the agent his intention of remaining and becoming a citizen of the 
States within the time prescribed by the treaty. The statements are supported by the testimony of 
David Cochnaur and others. A letter from Major F. W. Armstrong is on file, recognizing the claim of 
Stewart, as entitled to one quarter section of land, under the 19th article of the treaty, and requesting it 
may be secured to his wife. 

Stewart’s name is not on either Ward’s or Armstrong’s register; his claim being recognized by 
Armstrong, in the letter before referred to, and not by Ww ard. “THe is willing (if it should meet your 
approbation) to waive his right to a section of land, under the 14th article of the treaty, and take a 
quarter section under the 19th article. The land claimed by him, and on which he resides, is the north- 
west quarter, or lots Nos. 8, 4 and 5, of section No. 10, of township No. 16, of range No. 1, west, situate 
in the Clinton land district. 

Respectfully, &c., F. E. PLUMMER. 

To Col. Geo. W. Martin, locating agent. 


Testimony said to be on file in the War Office. GEO. W. MARTIN. 





Srate or Misstsstrr1, Holmes County, ss: 

John B. Stewart and Susan Graham make oath and say, Ist. John B. Stewart, that on or about the 
13th day of August, in the year 1831, he went in company w ith and attended his mother (Susan Graham) 
to the agency at C ‘olonel William Ward? s, who went for the purpose of registering, under the article of 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, providing for a five years’ stay; that, at the time of his mother’s 
registering, being about the time aforesaid, he saw the register to which his mother was registered lying 
open, and was led by curiosity to examine it, and then and there upon said register saw and read aloud, 
in the presence and hearing of said Ward, (the agent,) the name of Benoni Taylor, and that said Ward 
said nothing in denial of said Taylor’s having been duly registered. That, in regard to the truth of 
Taylor’s name having been registered upon Colonel Ward’s register, he cannot be mistaken, for he saw 
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it and read it. 2d. Susan Graham states, on oath, that on or about the 13th day of August, 1831, she 
went with her son, John B. Stewart, to the agency at Colonel Wm. Ward’s, for the purpose of registering 
for the five years’ stay, under the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek; that about the time aforesaid. she 
registered before said Ward at the agency aforesaid, she heard and saw her son, John B. Stewart, ‘read 
aloud the name of Benoni Taylor from the register kept by said Ward for that purpose, and that said 
Ward did not gainsay it. 
SUSAN GRAHAM. 

JOHN B. STEWART. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the undersigned, judge of probate for the county and State 


aforesaid, on the 22d day of November, 1834. 
W. 5. TRIMBLE, Judge of Probate, Holmes county. 


Cuoccuuma, December 4, 1834. 


Dear Sir: The persons by whom I expected to prove the value of Benoni Taylor’s land have left the 
place. All I know in relation to the value of the land which has been sold, is derived from the information 
of others. The land on which he lived was sold at the Columbus land sale last fall. It is now worth 
five to fifteen dollars an acre. I pledge myself, as soon as I can reach the neighborhood, to adduce to 
you satisfactory evidence of these facts, provided you will make the location. The whole tract is worth 
five dollars on an average. 

Most respectfully, &c., F. E, PLUMMER. 

To Col. Geo, W. Martin. 


I have seen a part of the tract of land claimed by Benoni Taylor, and believe it to be worth ten 
dollars an acre. 


December 14, 1834. A. VERNON ROWE. 


Cuoccuuma, December 4, 1832. 
Benoni Taylor applies to locate the following lands, under the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit creek, in 1830, all in township 10, range 1 west. The west half of section twenty-one; the 16th 
section; southeast quarter of section twenty; the west half of section 28; the east half of section 32; the 
west half of section 33. He requests that the above lands may be reserved, to satisfy his claims under 
the 14th article as above, subject to the approval of the Congress of the United States. 
BENONI TAYLOR. 
Col. Geo, W. Martin. 


Benoni Taylor is registered for the within tract of land. The register of the land office at Clinton, 
is requested to reserve the land from sale, that the case may be laid before Congress. 
GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Agent. 
My acquaintance does not justify the expression of an opinion respecting the within subscribing 
witnesses. 


GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Agent. 





Sratr or Misstssrppr, Lowndes County: 

Before me, Henry Dickinson, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, Robert Hancock, 
jr., a Choctaw Indian, aged from 20 to 22 years, who being duly sworn, and the contents of this affidavit 
explained to him, deposeth and saith: I am the son of Robert Hancock; I have remained in the Choctaw 
nation for the purpose of getting land from the United States, under the 14th article of the treaty with 
the Choctaw Indians; my father registered me as one of his children with the agent. 

his 
7 ROBERT X HANCOCK. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 25th November, 1834. 
HENRY DICKINSON, J. P. 


Srate or Misstsstrr1, Lowndes County: 

Before me, Henry Dickinson, an acting justice of the peace in and for said county, this day person- 
ally appeared Reuben H. Grant, who, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith: I was acquainted with 
Robert Hancock, a Choctaw Indian, and I know that he registered himself and children for a tive years’ 
claim with the agent, within six months from the ratification of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. I 
know Robert Hancock, jr., son of Robert Hancock, and that he was one of the children registered by his 
father. He is now about 22 years of age. I know that he has remained in the neighborhood of his 
father’s former residence ever since the ratification of said treaty. 

REUBEN H. GRANT. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 25th day of November, 1834. 
HENRY DICKINSON, J. P. [seat] 


I am personally acquainted with R. H. Grant, and conceive him intelligent, and a creditable witness. 
GEO. W. MARTIN, ZL. Agent. 
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Tue Strate or Atapama, Sumter County: 

Before me, William Bennett, a justice of the peace in and for the county and State aforesaid, per- 
sonally came and appeared Alexander Brashears, Allen Stanton, David W. Wall, and Betsey Buckles, of 
said county, who, being first duly sworn, do severally depose and say, that they were well acquainted 
with Zadock Brashears, sen., deceased, in his lifetime; that the said Zadock Brashers, sen., was, at the 
date of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, of September, 1830, a citizen of the Choctaw nation, and 
the head of a Choctaw family; that they were present at the Choctaw agency in the month of June or 
July, 1831, and saw the said Zadock Brashears, sen., now deceased, register with the agent, Col. Ward, 
his name, as intending to reside, or remain, and become a citizen under the 14th article of the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit creek; and that, at the time of his registry, he gave in and caused to be registered two 
children then unmarried, both over ten years of age, and under his guardianship, he being their step- 
father; one named Ophia, since married to one Dennis Payne, and the other a boy, named David Walker, 
That the said two children were registered by the said agent, Col. Ward, with the name of Zadock 
Brashears, sen., at the time before stated. These affiants further say, that they have understood that the 
name of Zadock Brashears, sen., was not to be found upon the copy of the register of names under the 
14th article of the treaty, but that his name was found as registered under the 19th article of the treaty, 
for a cultivation claim, and his land located to him accordingly, whereby the two children registered by 
him, as aforesaid, have been deprived of any location whatever. 
ALEXANDER BRASHEARS, 
ALLEN STANTON, 

D. W. WALL, 
her 
BETSEY & BUCKLES. 


mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 14th day of November, 1834. 
WILLIAM BENNETT, J. P. 


I, William Bennett, a justice of the peace in and for Sumter county, do hereby certify that I am 
acquainted with Alexander Brashears, Allen Stanton, D. W. Wall, and Betsey Buckles, above named, 
and that they are persons entitled to credit and belief. 


WILLIAM BENNETT, J. P. 


Srare or Anapama, Sumter County: 

I, Daniel Warmack, clerk of the county court of the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that William 
Bennett, whose name appears to the foregoing certificate, is an acting justice of the peace in and for 
said county, and was at the signing of the same, and that due faith and credit may be given to his official 
acts as such. 

Given under my hand, and seal of office, at Livingston, this 15th day of November, A. D., 1834. 

DANIEL WARMACK, Clerk. (1. s.] 


My acquaintance with the witnesses within subscribed is not such as to enable me, in justice, to 
offer an opinion as to their credibility, or otherwise. 


GEO. W. MARTIN, ZL. Agent. 





Tue Strate or Arapama, Sumter County: 

Before me, William Bennett, a justice of the peace in and for the county of Sumter, and State afore- 
said, personally came and appeared Alexander Brashears, of said county, who, being duly sworn, deposes 
and says, that at the date of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek with the Choctaw tribe of Indians, and for 
many years before, he was a citizen of said Choctaw nation, and the head of a Choctaw family residing 
in said nation. That in the month of June or July, 1831, he, this deponent, applied to Col. William 
Ward, then United States agent for the Choctaws, and gave notice to him of his intention to remain and 
become a citizen of the States, and that he claimed the benefit of the provision made by the 14th 
article of said treaty aforesaid, and requested the said William Ward to register his name, and the 
number of his children at that time, in conformity with the instructions given said agent. That the said 
Ward did, accordingly, register the name of this affiant, and the number of his children at the date of 
the treaty. That he had, at the date of the treaty, nine unmarried children living with him, three over 
ten years of age, and six under ten years of age. That all of said children, before named, are now 
living. This affiant further says, that, upon applying to the locating agent, Col. Geo. W. Martin, to 
locate the lands granted to himself and children, he discovered that two of his children had been omitted 
in the register of the agent, one over ten, and the other under ten years of age, and, in consequence 
thereof, this affiant has, by said omission of the agent, been deprived of three quarter sections of land 
granted them under said treaty, and he therefore asks that the land granted on account of his two 
children, thus omitted, may be located to him. 


ALEXANDER BRASHEARS. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 14th day of November, 1834. 
WILLIAM BENNETT, J. P. 


Before me, William Bennett, justice of the peace as aforesaid, personally came and appeared David 
W. Wall, Allen Stanton, and Betsey Buckles, of Sumpter county, who, being duly sworn, say that they 
are acquaintad with Alexander Brashears, named in the foregoing affidavit; that he was a citizen of the 
Choctaw nation, and the head of a Choctaw family, at the date of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck; that 
they were present when the said Alexander Brashears gave notice to Col. Ward, the United States agent 
for the Choctaws, of his intention to remain and become a citizen of the States, and claimed the benefit 
of the 14th article of said treaty. That this took place at the Choctaw agency, about the month of June, 
1831. That the said Brashears had, at the date of the said treaty, living with him, and unmarried, nine 
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children, three of whom were, at the date of the treaty, over ten years of age, and six under ten years of 
age; that he registered with the said agent nine children, and that the facts stated in the foregoing afli- 
davit, by the said Alexander Brashears, are true, 

D. W. WALL. 

ALLEN STANTON. 


: her 
BETSEY xX BUCKLES. 


mark. 


WILLIAM BENNETT, J. P. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 14th November, 1834. 


I, William Bennett, a justice of the peace in and for Sumpter county, do hereby certify that I am 
acquainted with D, W. Wall, Allen Stanton, and Betsey Buckles, above named, and that they are persons 
entitled to credit. 

Given under my hand this 14th day of November, 1834. 

WILLIAM BENNETT, J. P. 


Srate or Atapama, Sumpter County: 

I, Daniel Warmack, clerk of the county court of the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that William 
Bennett, whose name appears to the foregoing certificate, is an acting justice of the peace in and for said 
county, and was at the signing of the same; and that due faith and credit may be given to his official acts 
as such. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Livingston, this 15th day of November, A. D. 1834. 

DANIEL WARMACK, Clerk. [1 s.] 


My acquaintance does not justify the expression of an opinion respecting the within subscribing 
witnesses. 


GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Ager’. 


Tur Strate or Mississippi, Zallahatchee County: 

Elias Williams makes oath that he has been well acquainted with Imponah and Cunneubbee, two 
Choctaw Indian citizens, the heads of Choctaw Indian families, for about six years. That, within the 
time prescribed by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, he saw the above-named Indians at the Factory 
trading house, where the Indians received their annuity, at which time and place Col. William Ward was 
registering the heads of Choctaw Indian families, under the 14th article of said treaty. That it was well 
understood at that time in the neighborhood, by everybody, that the above-naned Indians, with many 
others, had attended for the purpose of registration and receiving their annuities. That, in a short time 
afterwards, he heard said Indians say that they had registered, and that Col. Gaines avent with them and 
had seen it done, That said Indians, with their families, have permanently resided at the same place 
upon their claims and improvements ever since. That he is well acquainted with their families, and 
believes at the time of said treaty Imponah had one child over ten years of age; Cunneubbee had two 
children under ten years of age. That it has always been a matter of universal understanding that they 
had registered in due time under the 14th article of said treaty; that they have frequently so informed 
him, and he believes it to be true; that he has no interest whatever in the location of their claims. 

ELIAS WILLIAMS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, on the Ist day of December, 1834. 

THOMAS G. RINGGOLD, J. P. 


Demoports, Alabama, November 15, 1834. 

Sir: T have met here Mr, Williams, the bearer of this letter, who was in pursuit of me, in order to 
obtain my testimony of the fact of Imponah, alzas Billy, and Cunneubbee, two Choctaws residing on Factory 
creck, having applied in due time to Col. Wm. Ward, late United States Choctaw agent, to be registered 
for citizenship, in conformity to the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, the former having one child over ten 
years of age, and the latter two children under ten years of age, 

I well recollect of interesting myself for the Indians residing in the neighborhood of the Factory, who 
desired to become citizens, and of going with them to the agent’s room when at the Factory, and seeing 
that he took down their names and described their families for registration, as the parties called upon 
me for that purpose, and I do verily believe the above-named Indians were of the number; and that they, 
with others, who I am told are not found on the register in your hands, did what was required of them to 
entitle them to the lands occupied by them. 

I have, some two weeks ago, addressed the Hon. Secretary of War on the subject of the omission of 
the agent mentioned, to record upon his books the applications for citizenship of many families, made to 
him at the Factory, and full minutes of the same, made by him for that purpose in my presence, request- 
ing an order from him on the proper authority to reserve from sale the lands claimed, until the parties 
could produce proof of their applications in due time. But as there may not be time to receive such an 
order at the land offices before the public sales next month, 1 would respectfully suggest to you whether, 
under the circumstances, it would not be your duty to cause to be reserved from sale all the lands claimed 
by the parties mentioned, including all those named in my letter to the Hon. Secretary, a copy of which 
Major Whitsell will lay before you. It is beyond doubt that the parties are entitled to their lands, and 
that justice would be subserved by the course suggested, and the government saved much trouble. 

lam, Xc., 
GEO S. GAINES. 
tko. W. Martin, locating agent Choctaw claims. 


Mr. Gaines, I expect, is well known as a respectable and intelligent man; I conceive him such, from 


information; with Mr. Williams, the other witness, 1 am unacquainted. 


GEO. W. MARTIN, Locating Agent. 
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Tue Srate or ALaBama, Jlarengo County, ss: 

Before me, Charles Hf. Drummond, a justice of the peace in and for the county of Marengo, and State 
of Alabama aforesaid, personally came and appeared Allen Stanton, of Sumter county, who, being duly 
sworn according to law, deposeth and saith, that he is acquainted with Lush-pe-o, a Choctaw woman, 
who resided near the mouth of Suckenatchie, in the Choctaw nation, (now Sumter county, Alabama, ) at 
the date of the treaty of Dancing’ Rabbit creek, coneluded in the month of September, 1830, That she 
resided with her family at the place before described, for several years before said treaty, and from that 
period down to the present time. This affiant further says that the said Lush-pe-o was entitled to all the 
privileges of a Choctaw citizen at the date of said treaty, and that she is a full blooded Choctaw woman; 
that she had, at the date of said treaty, living with her, four children, all unmarried, two over ten, and 
two under ten years of age, at the date of said treaty, to wit, a girl named Betsey, otherwise called 
Shamah, in Choctaw, about fourteen years of age, at the date of the treaty; a girl named Eliza, other- 
wise called, in Choctaw, Jucha-ho-yo, about twelve or thirteen years of age; a boy named Sam, otherwise 
called Nock-a-chubbee, about cight years old; a girl named Lucy, about six years of age. This affiant 
further says, that he was present at the old Choctaw trading house, in the month of August, 1831, 
between the 10th and 13th of August, 1831, and saw the said Lush-pe-o apply to the agent, Colonel 
William Ward, and give him notice of her intention to remain and become a citizen; and requested him 
to register her name, and the number and ages of her children, so as to entitle them to the provisions 
made by the 14th article of the treaty before mentioned, and saw the said agent take down their names 
in writing accordingly. This afliant well remembers this fact, because Lush-pe-o did not speak the Eng- 
lish language, and she was carried to the presence of the agent by Zadock Brashears, sen., and her 
request to be registered under the 14th article of the treaty was communicated to the agent through an 
interpreter. This affiant well remembers that George S. Gaines, Dr. Hand, of Columbus, and Thomas 
Lewis, were present at the time. This affiant further says, that Lush-pe-o was the reputed wife of a 
white man, named George Clarke, who, from his constant habits of intemperance, is wholly unfit to 
attend to or transact business of any kind, and that, upon the occasion referred to, his reputed wife gave 
the notice of their intention to remain, and had the register of their names made by the agent, as before 
stated. That the said Lush-pe-o, and her family, have remained upon their land ever since, and have 
always believed and said they were entitled to the provisions made by the 14th article of the treaty, and 
that, upon the application made by the said Lush-pe-o to have her name registered under said treaty by 
Colonel Martin, the locating agent, it was found that her name was not upon the register. This affiant 
further says, that the agent who went around for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of acres each 
Choctaw had in cultivation, under the 19th article of the treaty, took down and returned the names of 
all heads of families, as well those who intended to remain as those who did not; and that the name of 
George Clarke was taken down for a cultivation claim, but he always claimed the benefit of the 14th 
article, and he and his reputed wife have always expressed their intention to remain, and claimed the 
benefit of the said 14th article, and now remain upon their land, as before stated. Upon the survey of 
the land, the residence is upon section 22, township 17, range 1 west, in Sumter county. 

ALLEN STANTON. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, November 11, 1834. 


C. HW. DRUMMOND, J. P. 


Before me, Ch. H. Drummond, a justice of the peace as aforesaid, personally came and appeared 
William IL. Brickhotts, of Sumter county, who, being duly sworn, says that he is acquainted with 
Lush-pe-o, within named, That he was present at the old Choctaw trading house about the lth of 
August, 1831, and saw her apply to Colonel Ward to have her name, and the number and ages of her 
children, registered, under the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek; that the register was 
made by Colonel Ward accordingly, and that she had, at the date of said treaty, four children, two under 
ten, and two over ten years of age, living with her. That George S. Greene was present, and interpreted 
for the same Lush-pe-o to the agent at the time of her registration. That she has always, from before 
the treaty till the present time, lived with her family upon the land now claimed by her, and was and is 
entitled to all the privileges of a Choctaw citizen. She is the reputed wife of one George Clarke, who, 
from excessive intemperance, is unfit to attend to business of any kind. This affiant has, for several 
years, lived near said Lush-pe-o, and knows that she intended to remain upon the land claimed by her 
and her family, and that she has always believed her name, and those of her children, were duly regis- 
tered by the agent, under the 14th article of the treaty. 

WILLIAM I. BRICKILOTTS. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, November 11, 1834. 


C. If. DRUMMOND, J. P. 


I certify that IT am acquainted with Allen Stanton and William II, Brickhotts, who have testified in 
relation to the annexed claim of Lush-pe-o, and that I consider them both entitled to credit. 


NovemBer 1], 1834. 
C. H. DRUMMOND, J. P. 


My acquaintance does not justify the expression of an opinion respecting the within subscribed wit- 
ness, 


GEO. W. MARTIN, Z. Agent. 





NoveEMBER 22, 1834. 
Sir: After my respects, Mr. Sprouse will deliver you the proofs for Lucy McGilbry’s land claim. I 
am able to make more proof, if that is not sufficient under the last instruction. The land she wishes to 
apply for is the east half of section three, to fill out her section, and northwest quarter of section two, 
township fifteen, range nineteen., I would have come and seen you myself, but our election for repre- 
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sentatives comes on the 8th of December, and T am a candidate, and my friend Felder is spoken of on the 
other party; in consequence of that, it is out of my power to come and see you. 
Your compliance will much oblige your frie md, 
T. D. WOOLDRIDGE. 
To Colonel Georce W. Marty. 


Te State or Mississirri1, Lowndes County: 

Personally appeared before me, A. G. Weir, an acting justice of the peace for the county aforesaic, 
John Me Gilbry, who, being first duly sworn, saith that he registered Lucy MeGilbry as a head of a family, 
under the fourteenth article of the tre aty, and, by mistake of the agent or this de ponent, she was regis- 
tered as one of this deponent’s children, over ten years of age. This de ponent states that he registered 
four children over ten years of age himself. There does not appear on the register but three over ten 
years of age. This de ‘ponent is informed the agent neglected to register the said Lucey MeGilbry as one 
of his children, or as head of a family. This deponent further states that the said Lucey McGilbry had, 
at the time of the treaty, one child under ten years of age, and still has this child, and remains on the 
place with the expectation of being benefited by the fourteenth article of said treaty, and still remains 
there. 

his 
JOUN X& McGILBRY. 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 22d November, 1834. 

A. G. WEIR, Justice of the Peace. 


Tur Strate or Ananama, Pickens County: 

Personally appeared before me, Mordica W. Harrison, an acting justice of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Thomas D, Wooldridge, who, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that he was present 
when Jesse Beams applied to his captain, Benj: one James, to secure him land under the 14th article of 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and believes he remained in the country with the expecta’.on of 
obtaining land under the 14th article of said wen, 

T. D. WOOLDRIDGE, 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 17th day of November, 1834. 

M. W. HARRISON, Justice of the Peace. [L. s.] 


Tue Strate or AvaBama, Pickens County: 

Personally appeared before me, Mordica W. I: urison, an acting justice of the peace for said county, 
Nenben A, Grant, who, being first ‘duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that he was present when the said 
Jesse Beams made application to his captain, Benjamin James, to secure him land under the 14th article 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, and knows the said Beams still remains in the country. The s said 
Beams has frequently requested this depondent to register himself and children, but this deponent does 
not recollect. that he ever did register the same; he also informed this deponent that he had requested 
David Fulsom to attend to his land business for him and his children. 

REUBEN H. GRANT. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 17th day of November, 1834. 

M. W. HARRISON, Justice of the Peace. [t. s.] 


Tue Srate or Atapama, Pickens County: 

Personally appeared before me, Mordica W. Harrison, an acting justice of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Jesse Beams, a Choctaw, who, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, that he did inform 
the agent of the United States for the Choctaw nation that he would remain and become a citizen under 
the 14th article of the tre aty of Dancing Rabbit creck, for himself and three children, one over ten years 
of age, and two under ten years of age, before the expiration of six months after the ratification of. said 
treaty, and this deponent is informed that his name does not appear on the agent’s register; and this 
deponent further states, that he has remained until the present time, under the e xpectation of having 
secured to him by said treaty two sections of land, and expects to remain the time stipulated in said 
treaty. 

’ his 

JESSE + BEAMS. 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 17th day of November, 1854. 

M. W. HARRISON, Justice of the Peace. [1. s.] 


Tue Strate or Ananama, Dickens County: 

Personally appeared before me, Mordica W. Harrison, an acting justice of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Arthur Carney, Siney Carney, and Betsey Beams: all of them, being first duly sworn, depose 
and say, that they were prese nt when Jesse Beams re quested Benjamin James, who was his captain, to 
register his name to take provisions under the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, con- 
cluded between the United States and the Choctaw nation on the 27th September, 1830, and have been 
informed that the said Jesse Beams’ name does not appear on the register of said agent: these deponents 
further state, that they know the said Jesse Beams had, at the time of the said treaty, one child over ten 
years of age, and two under ten; and that the said Jesse Beams remained for the purpose of securing 
land for himself and children, and still remains in the late Choctaw nation. 


his 
ARTHUR X& CARNEY. 


“se mark. 
SINEY X CARNEY. 
mark. 

her 
BETSEY X BEAMS. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subseribed before me, this 17th day of November, 1834. 
M. W.H ARRISON, Justice of the Peace. [ SEAL. } 
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Tur Strate or AtaBama, Pickens County: 

Personally appeared before me, Mordica W. Harrison, an acting justice of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Jesse A. Ivery and Thomas D. Wooldridge, who both, being first duly sworn, say that they 
have known Betsey Beams, a Choctaw woman, for five or six years, and know she resides in the late 
Choctaw nation, and know she had, at the time of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, one child over 
ten years of age, and two under ten years, and the said Betsey Beams and children are still residing in 
the Choctaw country; and that the said Betsey Beams still resides on the same land that she did at the 
time of said treaty. : 

JESSE A. IVERY. 
THOS. D. WOOLDRIDGE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 17th day of November, 1834. 


M. W. HARRISON, Justice of the Peace. [srau.] 


Tue State or Atapama, Pickens County: 

Personally appeared before me, Mordica W. Harrison, an acting justice of the peace for the county 
aforesaid, Reuben H. Grant, who, being first duly sworn, deposcth and saith, that he has been acquainted 
with Betsey Beams before and since the treaty, and that the said Betsey Beams requested him, the said 
Grant, to make out a list of her children, and to register them with the agent of the United States for 
the Choctaw nation; and this deponent further states that he did hand to the agent the said Betsey 
Beams’ name, and [the names of ] three children, one over ten, and two under ten years of age, and 
knows the said Betsey Beams had the children as stated, and still has them, and that she resides, and 
has continued to reside, in the late Choctaw nation. 


REUBEN H. GRANT. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 17th day of November, 1834. 
M. W. HARRISON, Justice of the Peace. [seat] 


T am personally acquainted with R. Ul. Grant and Thomas D. Wooldridge, and conceive them both 
intelligent, and creditable witnesses, 


GEO. W. MARTIN, Z. Agent. 





23D Coneress. | _No. 1316. [2n Sesston. 
ON REFUNDING TO PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC LANDS THE OVERPLUS OF PURCHASE 
MONEY WHEN THERE IS A DEFICIENCY IN THE NUMBER OF ACRES PATENTED. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 10, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred a resolution instructing 
said committee to inquire into the expediency of making provision, by law, for refunding to purchas- 
ers of the public lands the overplus of purchase money paid by them in cases where it shall appear, 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that there is a deficiency in the 
number of acres patented to such purchasers; and to whom was referred the petition of John Barclay, 
reported: 


In the investigation of this subject the committee have confined themselves to the following points: 
Ist. Has the government received from any portion of the purchasers of the public lands more than the 
legal price? That, in many of the legal subdivisions of sections, there is found to be a deficiency, or not 
the quantity of acres returned on the official plats, cannot be denied, the causes of which it is not now 
perhaps very necessary to examine. Errors in the original surveys have been occasioned, perhaps, by 
the negligence of chain carriers, by mistakes in making out the field notes, and from the obstructions and 
difficulties attending the survey of wilderness lands. 

The purchaser, in good faith, relies upon the prima farie evidence afforded by the official plats in the 
land offices, that he is to possess at least the specific quantity of land for which he pays; the deficit that 
may be really found to exist, and the disappointment that may happen in consequence thereof, are not 
chargeable to any negligence or fault of his. Does it not follow, that the government should execute the 
contract according to the understanding of both parties? There can be no reason to justify the govern- 
ment in taking from the citizen any of his property or money, to be applied to public use, without render- 
ing an equivalent. Congress has repeatedly refunded duties shown to be unequally and improperly col- 
lected; and it cannot be presumed that, in this case, there is a material and sufficient reason to show the 
inexpediency of doing justice to the purchasers of the public lands, when we are so observant of its rules 
and principles in providing for rigorous prosecutions in the district courts for trespasses on the public 
domain, by which the rights of the government are sought to be sustained, although the damages are 
nominal compared with the costs, and must be far below the loss of individual purchasers, to which the 
present inquiry is directed. 

The committee are, therefore, of the opinion that it is just and expedient to extend the relief contem- 
plated by the resolution. 

2d. It may be urged that, where a deficiency is found in one legal subdivision, it is balanced by an 
overplus in an adjoining tract. This may be said of lands lying in different sections, but rarely happens 
to be the case as to lands in the same section. The purchaser of two such tracts would not, in equity, 
be entitled to relief. But if one individual has obtained more land than he expected, it forms no reason 
why another should be compelled to pay too much for less than the quantity which the government prof- 


fers to sell. 
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Under the foregoing view, the committee have no means of estimating the probable number of appli- 
cations for relief that might be made. It would doubtless be very small, comparing it with the whole 
number of purchasers of the public lands. If, however, the number of persons entitled to relief should be 
great, the evil calls more loudly for correction; an observation that may apply to the objection that 
increased labor would be thrown upon the land officers. 

The committee are of opinion that, in cases where balances might be found due to purchasers of the 
public lands, instead of paying them out of the Treasury, it would be more convenient for the government, 
and probably as acceptable to those entitled to relief, to authorize scrip to be issued to them, receivable 
in purchase of any of the public lands. 

The committee will now advert to an objection which presents itself as to the difficulty of ascertain- 
ing the amount to be refunded in every instance of the kind alluded to. This objection cannot be con- 
sidered insuperable, unless Congress is incompetent to prescribe rules by which to enable the proper 
officers to adjust the accounts of land purchasers. The committee do not discover that greater obstacles 
would be found in adjusting and settling such accounts, than in determining the justice of ordinary 
charges against the government, or the amount of arrears of pay due to public officers or soldiers of 
the army. It would be desirable in all cases whatever, where the government is to be made liable for 
the payment of money, to rely upon the evidence and acts of public agents or officers directly responsible 
to the government. This, in many instances, is either impracticable, or would be attended with expenses 
which there would be no difference in the result to justify. In the States and Territories where the pub- 
lic lands are situated, there are surveyors, appointed by competent State authority, who are required to 
take an oath of office, and to give security for the honest and faithful performance of their duties, and 
whose duty it is made (when called on) to subdivide the public lands for individuals, in accordance with 
the rules and regulations of Congress. A transcript from a court of record, under seal, of their official 
returns, with the opinion of the court, would, in the opinion of the committee, be suflicient evidence by 
which to determine the facts. 

The committee therefore report a bill. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ILLINOIS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 10, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the papers in the case of 
John 8. Conger, reported: 


That it appears, from a letter of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that on the 24th of 
January, 1818, a ticket designating the southeast quarter of section thirty-two, in township seven south, 
of range four west, in the Illinois military district, appears to have been drawn out of the military lot- 
tery wheel for, and located in the name of, Amos Hedden, by warrant No. 12,794; but the patent, which 
was issucd the same day, instead of designating the same tract, was filled up so as to describe the south- 
east quarter of section thirty-two, in township seven south, of range two west; and the latter tract (which 
Was not set apart for the soldiers of the late war) appears to have been conveyed by the patentee to 
Thomas Lyon, of New York, on the 21st February, 1818, and on the 18th April, same year, to have been 
conveyed by the said Lyon to John $. Conger, of the same place. He further states, if the patent was 
altered so as to designate the tract in range four, the deeds would be rendered invalid. In a letter from 
a Mr. Myers to George Graham, Esq., late Commissioner of the General Land Office, dated September 
29, 1828, in answer to one which appears to have been written from the department, the former says: 
“You request us to have the patent returned to your office for correction. Dr. Conger would naturally 
object to part with it in this way, because the southeast quarter of section thirty-two, in township seven 
south, of range two west, was advertised in the name of Conger, and sold by the State of Illinois for the 
taxes of 1818 and 1819, amounting to $13.20, and redeemed by him in 1820, at the cost of about $20; 
and secondly, because, upon examination of the tax sales in Illinois, the tract which would be substi- 
tuted, to wit, the southeast quarter of section thirty-two, in township seven south, of range four west, 
was sould for taxes in 1823, and is past redemption.” The present Commissioner of the General Land 
Office states that, under these circumstances, and as the error originated in his office, he respectfully sug- 
gests the difliculty might be remedied if Congress would pass an act authorizing John S. Conger to 
relinquish the tract actually patented to Amos Hedden, and conveyed to him, and in lieu of the same to 
enter any other quarter section in the Illinois military district, subject to entry at private sale. To this 
the committee objects. The committee is of opinion that the southeast quarter of section thirty-two, in 
township seven south, of range four west, which appears to have been the tract allotted to said Hedden 
for military services, could not have been legally sold for the taxes, inasmuch as no patent had been 
issued; therefore the title remains with the government; and that it may yet be patented to the assignee 
of Hedden, upon his relinquishing to the United States the tract which has been patented to Amos Hed- 
den, and for the purpose of authorizing him to do so, they report a bill. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN MISSISSIPPI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 10, 1835. 


Mr. Carr, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of Selvia C, 
Vick, relict of Hartwell Vick, deceased, and guardian, duly appointed, of his minor heirs, Mary KE, 


Vick, Charles W. Vick, Henry W. Vick, and Virginia Vick, reported: 


That said petitioner sets forth that, on the 23d day of May, 1818, her late husband purchased of the 
United States, at the land office at Washington, Mississippi, fractional section number twenty, township 
eighteen, range four cast, contaiping 225549 acres, at the rate of two dollars per acre, on which her said 
husband, at the time of the entry, in accordance with the existing laws relative to the public domain, 
paid one-fourth of the purchase money, viz: $112.85. Petitioner further represents that her husband 
subsequently availed himself of the provisions of the act passed 2d March, 1821, for the relief of pur- 
chasers of the public lands; that, in the year 1828, previous to the falling due of the last installment, a 
re-survey of the private claims of citizens took place in the section of country where the lands in ques- 
tion were situated, by order of government; when it was discovered, by means of said survey, that there 
was an error in the original returns of survey in the land office; that the section intended to have been 
purchased by said husband, was covered by a private claim of one Elihu HL. Bay, previously located, and 
that the said land was not the property of the United States at the time they made the supposed sale to 
her husband. It seems that Vick, in making this entry, was guided by the maps and books used and 
exhibited in the land office, for the purpose of informing and guiding purchasers in their entries; that 
the section of land so entered was valuable, but that, at the time of entry, there were thousands of acres 
around it subject to entry, equally valuable, some of which he would undoubtedly have entered if he had 
not been misled by the mistakes of government agents; that he entered for the purpose of procuring a 
home for himself and family, and which he improved, but which he has been deprived of, as well as of 
the means of procuring another in the same section of country. It is stated to be situated within one 
mile of the town of Vicksburg, one of the most flourishing towns on the Ohio or Mississippi rivers, 
between Louisville and New Orleans. 

Richard Featherstone makes vath that, to the best of his belief, the land above referred to is worth 
twenty dollars per acre. 

William Mills states that Mr. Featherstone has not overstated the value of lands in the vicinity of 
Vicksburg. 

Thus the petitioner conceives that herself, and the heirs of her husband, who are all minors, have 
been deprived of a valuable property. 

Petitioner, after setting forth many facts, not herein stated, concludes by praying Congress to grant 
to her and her children, as joint tenants, or according to their respective interests, two sections of land 
as an indemnity. 

The committee have no criterion by which they can form a proper estimate of the loss sustained by 
the husband of the petitioner, yet they readily agree that the petitioner is entitled to relief, because the 
purchase was made in good faith; the committee, therefore, report a bill, authorizing the Treasury to 
refund the sam which was advanced towards the payment of said tract of land above described, together 
with the interest thereon, at the rate of six per cent per annum from the date of entry (if not already 
refunded), to the widow and heirs of said Hartwell Vick, and that said widow and heirs have a pre-cmp- 
tion righ to two hundred and twenty-live acres of any of the unappropriated lands within the State of 
Mississippi. 





No. 1819. [2p Srsston, 


23n ConGRrEsS, ] 
APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR A PORTION OF THE LAND HERETOFORE GRANTED TO 
THE VILLAGE OF CAILOKIA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 10, 1835. 


Whereas, By an act of Congress passed March 8d, 1791, there was granted to the French village of 
Cahokia and Prairie du Pont in St. Clair county, a large tract of land, about five thousand acres in quan- 
titv, including those villages (which had been before that time used by the inhabitants of said villages 
as a common) to be appropriated to the use of the said villages respectively, as a common, until other- 
wise disposed of by law; and whereas, said tract of land thus appropriated, is exempt from taxation, sale 
or lease by the laws of this State, and much inconvenience has resulted from this tenure and enjoyment 
by the said inhabitants, inasmuch as said tract of land is located in part opposite the city of St. Louis, 
and the ferry thereto, so that difliculties are experienced in relation to the construction of the Vincennes 
road and the repair thereof; and whereas, great benefit, in the opinion of this legislature, would result 
to the people of the State in these respects, by having a grant of one hundred and sixty acres of the land 
so appropriated for these purposes, and to facilitate and extend*the ferry privileges, and improve said 
road, therefore, 

Resolved, by the senate and hovse of representatives of the Stale of Mlinois, That our senators and 
representatives be desired to use their exertion to procure the passage of a law in Congress granting to 
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the county of St. Clair one hundred and sixty acres of said land, for the purposes aforesaid, to be located 
in a part of said appropriated land, under the direc ‘tion of the county commissioners’ court of said county. 
JAMES SEMPLE, Speake r of the House of Representatives. 
A. M. JENKIN s, Speaker of the Senate. 


(Copy.) 





93p C ONG RESS. ] No. 1820. [2p Session. 








APPLICATION OF ALABAMA FOR TUE RELIEF OF CERTAIN PURCHASERS OF PUBLIC 
LANDS. 


_ COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 12, 1835. 
JOINT MEMORIAL in relation to public lands. 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled: 


Your memorialists would respectfully represent to your honorable body that many of the earliest 
settlers and most worthy and valuable citizens of the State of Alabama became purchasers of lands 
from the United States in the year of 1818 and 1819, at the extravagant prices at which they were then 
selling, and made settlements upon. It is a part of the history of this State that at that time cotton, 
the staple commodity of the country, was selling at a most extravagant price, thereby imparting an 
unreasonable and unreal value to all other property; therefore in the purchases of land made under such 
circumstances, a price greatly exceeding their real value was in most, if not every instance, given for 
them. Shortly, however, cotton fell in the price, and produced a corresponding depreciation in the value 
of all other property. 

So great and distressing was the state of things that Congress, at its session in the year 1820, 
passed a law for the relief f of land purchasers, allowing them to relinquish a part, and applying the 
payments made thereon to other parts retained, and of paying the residue of the purchase money at a 
discount of thirty-seven and a half per cent, or to take a further credit of six or eight years, without 
interest, according to the installments paid. 

Believing that the terms offered by this act were the best that would ever be proposed, the 
class of purchasers to which your memorialists allude, feeling the great importance of securing homes 
for their families, paid the whole price of the lands retained, either by relinquishment, or in cash, at the 
discount. Since that time, however, Congress has from time to time extended relief to those who took 
further credit, until the session of 1829 and 1830, when a law passed giving to those who had paid the 
amount of three dollars and fifty cents per acre, patents for their lands without further payment, and to 
those who had not paid this amount the privilege of paying one dollar and twenty-five cents or less, in 
addition to what they had paid, and receiving a patent for their lands. The first class of persons thus 
relieved was composed of those who purchased land at the price of fourteen dollars and upwards; and 
the second, of those who purchased at a less price. Another class of purchasers who had only paid one- 
twenticth part of the purchase money, and permitted their lands to revert, were relieved by granting 
them scrip to the amount they had paid. 

Thus it is shown to your honorable body, that all other classes of land purchasers except those who 
were most prompt in paying their money into the public treasury have been relieved, and your memorial- 
ists are entirely unable to see any justice in making this difference to the prejudice of those who have 
been most prompt in payment; and nothing is more common than to’see persons residing in the same 
neighborhood, and in fact adjoining each other with only an imaginary line between them, occupying 
lands of equal value, which were bid off at the same price at the sales, one of whom has paid twenty 
dollars per acre for his land, and the other only five, and so in proportion to the various prices at which 
the land sold. Such inequality is diametrically opposed to those principles of equal justice which should 
constitute the foundation of all legislation. 

Your memorialists conceive it to be the duty of all governments, and particularly our own, so to 
legislate that equal rights and equal privileges may be established and preserved among’ its citizens, 
and to hold out every inducement to punctuality and good faith. Your memorialists cannot believe that 
the inequality in the law to which they allude was designed by Congress, but that it was the result of 
inadvertence, for your honorable body are not unapprised that the citizens alluded to are as valuable as 
those who have been relieved; and, according to the revenue laws of this State, have been compelled 
for years to pay a larger amount of taxes than those who had only paid a small portion of the purchase 
money on their lands. Your memorialists therefore pray that a law may be passed placing this class of 
purchasers upon an equal footing with others who have received such ample and generous relief. And 
that the treasury may not be burthened by having to refund this money, your memorialists will be 
satisfied for this class of purchasers to be placed on the same footing with those who permitted the lands 
they had purchased to revert to the government, by granting them scrip receivable in payment for other 
lands which may hereafter be sold by the government; and in extending the benefit asked for by your 
memorialists, will, as in duty bound, ever pray, &c. 

Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed and our representatives be requested to use 
every exertion in their power to carry the foregoing measure into effect; and that his excellency be 
requested to furnish each of our representatives in Congress with a copy of the same. 

S. W. OLIVER, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
FB. S. LYON, President of the Senate. 

Approved, January 10, 1839. 

Joun GAyLe. 
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ON CLAIM FOR THE RE-ISSUE OF A BOUNTY LAND WARRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 13, 1835. 


Mr. Gatprairn, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom the petition and documents of 
Robert Allison, of Franklin county, Pennsylvania, claiming indemnification for the loss of two 
hundred acres of bounty land, were referred, reported: 


That they have had the petition and documents under consideration, from which they extract the 
following facts: The petitioner was a licutenant in the third regiment of the Pennsylvania line in the 
revolutionary army, and served until the close of the war, and thereby became entitled to two hundred 
acres of bounty land, under the laws of Congress. A warrant, No. 43, was issued in his name, for two 
hundred acres of bounty land, on the 6th day of April, 1799, which was located by and for a certain 
William Steel, on the 10th of February, 1800; upon which, together with other warrants, surrendered by 
said Steel to the amount of four thousand acres, a patent issued in the name of said Steel, upon section 
three, township six, range seven. The authority under which Steel undertook to locate the warrant in 
the name of Robert Allison, appears to have been an assignment in the warrant to him, purporting to 
have been executed by Allison. The petitioner states in his petition, that the warrant “never came to 
his hands, and that he never, in any form or manner, transferred or parted with his right to said land, or 
warrant, or gave any person any authority to assign or transfer the same.” And to the petition is attached 
his affidavit, ‘that the facts set forth are just and true, as stated therein.” In proof of the assignment 
to Steel not being the genuine act of the petitioner, the deposition of Hon. Matthew St. Clair Clarke was 
submitted, the most material part of which is the following extract, in which he says, ‘ deponent, 
knowing well the character of Captain Allison for integrity and truth, requested to see the surrendered 
warrants. They were shown to this deponent, and, without hesitancy, he pronounced the name of Captain 
Allison, as assignor, a forgery. The handwriting he did not believe to be that of Captain Allison, nor 
was the name spelled correctly.” This evidence, in connection with the good character of the petitioner, 
as stated by Mr. Clarke, who appears to have been well acquainted with him, and also by some of the 
committee, to whom he is well known, the committee deemed as satisfactory that the assignment of the 
warrant to Steel was a forgery. 

Under this state of facts, it appears to the committee no more than justice to the petitioner to grant 
him a new warrant, the warrant to which he was entitled, under the acts of Congress, having been, 
without his consent or knowledge, spent and executed in such a manner, under the direction of the officers 
of the government, as placed it out of his power to obtain what he was entitled to, even were he willing 
to adopt the location thus made without his consent, which would be imposing of itself a hardship upon 
him which would be unjust. His warrant was not laid upon any specific two hundred acres which 
could be designated or distinguished from any other two hundred acres of the four thousand covered by 
Stecl’s patent; and, even if it could, if the land had passed to a third person, purchasing Lona fide under 
Steel, without knowledge of the fraud, your committee are of opinion he could not recover in an ejectment: 
but, as before observed, it would be unjust to subject him to this trouble and expense without his consent, 
if it were even manifest that he could recover it. Your committee, however, are clearly satisfied that his 
right in the land covered by that warrant is gone from him past recovery; that he cannot recover in an 
ejectment; the two hundred acres covered by his warrant being thrown in with three thousand eight 
hundred acres more, in one general patent covering the whole, it is impossible for him to describe any 
particular two hundred acres, so as to entitle him to recover it; and this without his act or participation, 
and without any fault of his. In this view of the case, the committee have reported a bill, authorizing 
the proper officers of the government to issue a new warrant to the petitioner, 
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ON CLAIM FOR THE RE-ISSUE OF A BOUNTY LAND WARRANT. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1835. 


Mr. Garerarrn, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of James 
Maxwell, of Butler county, Pennsylvania, praying for relief, reported: 


That they had the petition and documents referred to them under consideration. The petitioner states 
that he served in the army of the revolution, as an enlisted soldier, in the eighth Pennsylvania line, until 
the close of the war; and that, on application to the Bounty Land Office, he ascertained that a warrant 
had issued, No. 10,098, for one hundred acres, on the 19th March, 1799, to James Maxwell, as a soldier 
of the eighth reigment, Pennsylvania line, and but one of that name was returned on the records of the 
Pennsylvania line as being entitled to bounty land; that, on examination, the said warrant appeared to 
be transferred by an assignment, purporting to be executed by James Maxwell, on the 10th December, 1808, 
to Thomas Thompson, and a patent issued thereon to said Thomas Thompson, on the 4th of January, 1810; 
that he never, in truth, and in fact, made any such assignment, and never had the warrant in his pos- 
session. 

The committee entertain no doubt of the services of the petitioner, as it appears that he has furnished 
sufficient evidence of that fact to induce the War Department to place him on the pension roll. The 
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committee have no doubt, also, that warrant No. 10,098, for one hundred acres of bounty land, was issued 
in favor of the petitioner. But there is no evidence exhibited to the committee, negativing the fact of 
the assignment of the warrant of the 10th December, 1808, excepting the affidavit of the petitioner himself, 
that the facts set forth in his petition are true. There is evidence that the petitioner bears the reputation 
of an honest, respectable man, and, indeed, he is known to some of the committee as such; but the 
committee believe it would be attended with great danger, as a precedent, to grant relief on the mere 
affidavit of the party in interest, that an instrument, purporting to be executed under his hand and seal, 
particularly after so great a lapse of time, was a gross forgery. The fact itself is one susceptible of 
proof by the testimony of disinterested witnesses, so that it does not present a case of necessity. Until 
proof be furnished, other than the oath of the party, that this assignment was not in fact executed by 
him, the committee feel it their duty to report it as their opinion that relief ought to be withheld, and 
submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the further consideration of the subject; and that 
the petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition and documents. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN FLORIDA. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 14, 1835. 


Mr. CuamBers, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was referred the petition of «erdi- 
nand D. McDonell, reported: 


That they have considered the claim of the petitioner, by which it appears that said Ferdinand D. 
McDonell did, in the year 1799, become an inhabitant of the island of Amelia, East Florida, a province 
then of his Catholic Majesty, the King of Spain; that he had a wife, several children, and a number of 
slaves; and that he purchased, on said island of Amelia, land which he occupied and cultivated. 

By the royal order of November, 20, 1790, the said Ferdinand, as an inhabitant, taking the oath of 
allegiance, was entitled, if he claimed the same, to a certain quantity of the vacant lands of the province, 
in proportion to the number of his family and slaves, if it were his election to enter on said lands and 
cultivate the same. The privileges and concessions, by this order extended to settlers, were to encourage 
emigration, and the improvement and cultivation of the wild unappropriated lands of the province; and 
an inhabitant, who elected to purchase improved latids on which to employ himself and family in their 
cultivation and improvement could have no pre-emption or inception of title until, at least, he applied 
for vacant lands with the intent of bona fide settling on the same. That the privilege was granted in 
consideration of taking possession of, and cultivating the lands, is manifest from the order and regula- 
tions of Governor White, of said province, dated at St. Augustine, October 12, 1803; by which, amongst 
other things, it is provided “that all concessions, on which no title is specified, shall become extinct, and 
shall be considered null, if the persons to whom they are made do not take possession and cultivate the 
same within the space of six months.” 

Occupancy and cultivation being essential to the validity of a concession to a settler, an inhabitant, 
who preferred occupying and cultivating improved lands which he had purchased from some person hav- 
ing a previous grant, could not, by virtue of such occupancy, claim the vacant lands appropriated to 
actual settlers. It also appears, that said Ferdinand did not make any such claim until May, 1819, about 
twenty years after taking the oath of allegiance, and some months after the treaty of cession of said 
province by the government of Spain to that of the United States, which was concluded at Washington 
on the 22d February, A. D. 1819. 

Entertaining the opinion that the petitioner’s claim is not brought within the provisions of the laws 
of Spain or the United States in relation to actual settlers, the committee report that said Ferdinand 
Donald McDonell is not entitled to relief. 





23p Coneress. | No. 1324. [2p Session. 








APPLICATION OF LOUISIANA FOR DONATIONS OF LAND FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
EDUCATION. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 16, 1835. 


The legislature of the State of Louisiana, earnestly desirous to diffuse, as widely as possible the 
blessings of education, thinks the importance of the object will justify what may, at first view, seem a 
departure from the course heretofore pursued by this State in its intercourse with the general government. 

Whilst other States have urged their claims on, and received large grants of land from Congress for 
the promotion of this laudable purpose, Louisiana has sought nothing, and received but little. As the 
largest land owner in the new States, the legislature do not doubt that the United States may be fairly 
called on for a liberal contribution to that object, which, beyond all others, has the strongest claims on 
the owners of property for support. 

VOL. ViI—— 83 F 
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The vast extent of public land, the great and rapidly increasing value it is constantly receiving from 
the industry and capital of our citizens engaged in the cultivation of our rich products, and especially the 
great benefit these lands derive from the levees made and kept up cntirely at the expense of individual 
proprictors, seem to place the claims of Louisiana, on strong and peculiar grounds; Therefore, 

Resolved, That our senators, and representatives in Congress, be requested to use their exertions to 
obtain a grant of land, for the purposes of public education in the State of Louisiana, 

(Signed) ALCEE LABRANCILE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
C. DERBIGNY, President of the Senate. 

Approved January 21, 1835. 

A. B. ROMAN, Governor of the State of Louisiana. 


Executive Derartment, New Orleans, January 27, 1835. 
Sir: I have the honor to forward you herewith a resolution adopted by the general assembly of this 


State, in its present session. . 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, A. B. ROMAN, 


Hon. Grorce A, WacGamMan, 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR THE SALE OF REFUSE LANDS IN THAT STATE, AT 
REDUCED PRICES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 18, 1835. 


A JOINT RESOLUTION AND MEMORIAL in relation to certain saline reservations therein named. 


Whereas, By an act of Congress, approved July 3d, 1832, the legislature of this State was autho- 
rized to sell and convey certain lands therein mentioned, but not at a less price than that at which the 
public lands belonging to the United States are sold at private entry; and whereas, under several acts of 
the general assembly of the State of Indiana, so much of said lands as are supposed to be worth the 
minimum price of the public lands have been sold, leaving a residue of refused lands which cannot be 
sold at said price, without great delay and length of time. Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be and 
they are hereby instructed, and our representatives earnestly requested, to use their utmost exertions to 
procure the passage of an act of Congress, authorizing the legislature of this State to sell and convey 
such residue of said lands, without restriction as to the price thereof. 

Resolved, That the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing preamble, joint resolu- 
tion and memorial to each of our senators and representatives in Congress, as soon as practicable, 

JAMES GREGORY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID WALLACE, President of the Senate. 

Approved February 6, 1835. 

N. NOBLE. 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR A RAILROAD FROM EVANSVILLE 
TO TERRE HAUTE, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 18385. 


A JOINT MEMORIAL to Congress, praying a grant of land to aid in the construction of a railroad from Evansville to Terre Haute. 


The general assembly of the State of Indiana would respectfully call the attention of Congress to a 
plan of internal improvement proposed in Indiana, by the construction of a railroad between Evansville, 
in Vanderburgh county, and Terre Haute, in Vigo county. This work would unite the Wabash and 
Erie canal with the Ohio river, thereby making a complete chain of inland communication between the 
city of New York, by the way of the Hudson river, the Erie canal, lake Eric, the Wabash and Erie 
canal, and the said railroad, to the Ohio river, two hundred and fifty miles below Louisville, a route 
greatly preferable to any other for those who may wish to ship goods from the city of New York, either 
to Evansville or to any point lower down. It is contemplated to remove the obstructions below this 
point to river navigation; and when such improvements are made, steamboats, with but little interrup- 
tion, might ply from this port, and others situate beyond and westwardly. The road would pass 
through the counties of Vanderburgh, Gibson, Knox and Sullivan, to Vigo,—a country, by its level sur- 
face and the materials which it could furnish, remarkably well adapted to the construction of such a 
work. In December, 1834, the legislature of this State granted a charter to a company for the purpose 
of aiding in making this desirable improvement, by the name of the Evansville and Lafayette Railroad 
Company. Much of the land in the counties through which this road will pass still belongs to the 
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United States. This general assembly would respectfully recommend to Congress to make such a grant 
of land, of the land yet unsold, and which lies in the counties through which said road will pass, as will 
insure its speedy commencement and completion. No work could be of greater importance, either for 
the purposes of commerce or convenience of traveling, which could be made in the western country. 
Resolved, That our senators be instructed, and our representatives requested to use their exertions 

to procure a donation of land by Congress, that will insure the speedy commencement and construction 
of a railroad from Evansville to Terre Haute; and that his excellency be requested to send a copy of this 
resolution to our senators and representatives in Congress, 

JAMES GREGORY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

DAVID WALLACE, President of the Senate. 
Approved February 6, 1835. 


N. NOBLE. 
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CLAIMS TO CHOCTAW RESERVATIONS OF LAND UNDER THE FOURTEENTH ARTICLE OF 
THE TREATY OF 1830, 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 23, 1835. 


Wasuincton City, March 20, 1834. 
Sir: Jacob Thompson claims a quantity of land for himself and family, under the provisions of 
the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. He made application to Colonel George W. 
Martin, the locating agent, to have his land reserved from sale, and secured to him; but the agent could 
not, in conformity with his instructions, act on the case, because his name was not found on the register 
among those who had signified their intention of remaining and becoming citizens of the States. I here- 
with enclose the evidence in support of his claim, 


The following is a list of the papers: 


No. 1. His application to Colonel Martin. 

No. 2. His own affidavit, accompanied by the affidavit of John T. Hammond. 
No, 3. The affidavit of Patrick Reilly. 

No. 4. A certificate of Hon. D. W. Wright. 


No. 5. A. petition addressed to Congress by one of the chiefs and several of the captains and head- 
men of the Choctaw nation. 

No. 6. A copy of a correspondence between Colonel William Ward, former agent, and myself, on 
the subject. 

No. 7. A plat of the land claimed by Thompson, 

No. 8. An abstract of, and argument in favor of the claim. 

I request to be informed whether, in the opinion of the department, from the testimony submitted, 
the said Jacob Thompson is entitled to the land which he claims under the treaty. 

Most respectfully, your obedient servant, 


F, E. PLUMMER. 
Ion, Lewis Cass, Secretary of War. 





Wasnuineton City, July 9, 1834. 


Sir: Jacob Thompson claims a quantity of land for himself and family, under the provisions of the 
14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creeck.. He made application to Colonel George W. Martin, 
the locating agent, to have his land reserved from sale, and secured to him; but the agent could not, in 
conformity with his instructions, act on the case, because his name was not found on the register among 
those who had signified their imtention of remaining and becoming citizens of the States. I herewith 
enclose the evidence in support of his claim. The evidence shows conclusively that he comes within the 
provisions of the treaty, and that he signified to the agent, Colonel Ward, his intention of remaining and 
becoming a citizen of the State within the time prescribed. That the land which he claims has been sold, 
as appears from the testimony and records in the General Land Office. The residue of the lands in that 
region of country will be offered for sale on the first Monday in December next. I most respectfully ask 
the department to allow him to select one section and three-quarters of other lands of equal quality and 
value, and that the same may be reserved from sale until an investigation into the merits of his claim can 
be had, or such other order had thereon, as may be deemed advisable. If his claim is a legal or equitable 
one, great injustice will be done him unless he is allowed to select other lands before the sales. If his 
claim is not valid, no injustice can be done the government by this course. 

Most respectfully, your obedicnt servant, 
F, E. PLUMMER. 


Hon. Lewis Cass. 
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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled: 
1 g 


Your petitioner, Jacob Thompson, would respectfully represent that he is descended from the tribe 
of Choctaw Indians, by the mother’s side, and was an inhabitant of the territory ceded to the United 
States by that tribe, by the treaty made at Dancing Rabbit creek in 1830; that he was then married, and 
had living, at that time, in said territory, a wife and three children, all of whom are still living at the 
place where he then resided, to wit, on section thirty-one, in township twenty-two, range three east of 
lands subject to sale at Chocchuma; that he intended residing permanently on said land, and thereby to 
acyuire a title according to the provisions of said treaty, and signified his intention to reside five years, 
and become a permanent citizen, to Ward, a brother, and a deputy of Ward, appointed to regis- 
ter the claims of that class herein referred to, but that said Ward refused to register his application; 
that, afterwards, he applied to Ward, the principal commissioner, who also refused to register his claim, 

Your petitioner, before the land sales at Chocchuma, in virtue of said claim, applied to Martin, 
the commissioner on the part of the United States, to have registered and set apart to your petitioner and 
his three children the said seetion thirty-one, and the west half of said cast quarter of section thirty, in 
said township and range; but said Martin refused to ratify his claim, on the ground that Commissioner 
Ward had refused to register his application; after which, one Samuel B. March covered said land by a 
float which he had purchased from Jefferson College. 

Your petitioner is himself ignorant of the laws of the land, but is advised that he is still entitled to 
said land, and has conferred with said March, who is willing to withdraw his float, provided he can locate 
so much elsewhere before other sales are ordered, 

Your petitioner further states that both said applications were made to said Ward in less than six 
months after the treaty at Dancing Rabbit creek. 

Your petitioner prays your honorable body to consider his case, and grant such relief as may seem 


right and just; and, as in duty bound, he will ever pray, &c. 
JACOB THOMPSON, 
Per attorney, 8S. B. MARCH. 











Srate or Misstssirrt, Holmes County: 
Personally appeared before me, a justice of the peace in and for said county, the above-named peti- 
tioner, who says, on oath, that the facts stated in the aboye petition are true. 
JACOB THOMPSON. 


Sworn to, and subscribed, this 26th October, 1833. 
THOS. B. IVES, J. P. 





No, 1. 


To George W. Martin, Esq.: 

Smr: You are hereby notified that I am in possession of section No. 31, the south half of section No. 
30, and the northwest quarter of same section, in township No. 22, of range 3 cast, amounting, in all, to 
one section and three-quarters of a section, which I claim under and by virtue of the fourteenth article 
of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek. I request that the same may be reserved from sale, and secured 
to me in conformity with the provisions of the treaty aforesaid. As evidence of my right to said land, 


I refer you to the accompanying documents. 
JACOB THOMPSON. 
SEPTEMBER 18, 1833. 


I do hereby certify that I presented to Colonel George W. Martin this notice and the accompanying 
documents, on the day and year within mentioned, but he refused to reserve the land therein described 
from sale, and assign the same to Jacob Thompson, because, as he alleged, his name was not on the 
register made out by Colonel Ward, and furnished him by the War Department. 

F, E. PLUMMER. 





No. 2. 


Tue Srate or Misstsstpr1, Holmes County: 

Before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace, personally appeared Jacob Thompson, who, being 
duly sworn, on oath, deposeth and saith, that he is a Choctaw by birth, a native of the Choctaw nation 
of Indians, and that his mother was a native Choctaw, and that he resides within the limits of that tract 
of country ceded to the United States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, made and entered into 
between the United States of America and the Choctaw nation of Indians, on the twenty-seventh day of 
September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, and ratified by the President 
of the United States, in pursuance of the advice and consent of the Senate, on the fourth day of Febru- 
ary, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one; and also that he resided there, 
and had an improvement and land in cultivation at the time of, and previous to, the date last aforesaid. 
The said Jacob Thompson further deposeth and saith, that he is the head of a family, and has a wife and 
five children, viz., Elizabeth, Nancy, Greenwood, Washington, and Benjamin, three of whom, viz., Eliza- 
beth, Nancy and Greenwood, were born previous to the treaty. The said Jacob Thompson further 
deposeth and saith, that he signified to the United States agent for the Choctaws his intention of remain- 
ing and becoming a citizen of the State before the expiration of six months from the ratification of the 
treaty aforesaid, for the purpose of holding a reservation of land for himself and children, under and by 
virtue of the 14th article of the treaty aforesaid, in the manner prescribed by said article. The said Jacob 
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Thompson further deposeth and saith, that section No. 31, the south half of section No. 30, and the 
northwest quarter of said section in township No. 22, of range No. 3 east, making, in all, one section and 
three-quarters of a section, on an examination of the corner posts and trees marked by the surveyor, are 
found to contain his dwelling-house and improvements, and the tract of land which he had in cultivation, 
and on which he resided at the time aforesaid. The said Jacob Thompson further deposeth and saith, 
that he still continues to reside with his family on said tract of land, and cultivate the same, intending 
to become and remain a citizen of the State of Mississippi. 
JACOB THOMPSON. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 18th day of September, A. D. 1833. 
THOS. B. IVES, J. P. 


I, John T, Hammond, do hereby certify that I am personally acquainted with Jacob Thompson, 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing affidavit, and have been for many years. He is a native 
Choctaw, and has a wife and children, as stated by him. He was an actual settler and housekeeper on 
said tract of land, where he now resides, and was at the time stated by him in said affidavit. I was pre- 
sent at when he signified to the agent, Col. William Ward, his intention of remaining and becoming a 
citizen of the States, and made application to have his name registered. The statements made by the 
said Thompson in said affidavit which I have heard read, are within my own knowledge, and true in sub- 
stance and fact. 

JOUN T. HAMMOND. 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 18th day of September, 1833. 

THOS. B. IVES, J. P. 


I do hereby certify that I am personally acquainted with Jacob Thompson, whose name is signed to 
the annexed affidavit. He has the character of being an honest and industrious, but poor man. He is 
quite intelligent for an Indian, sufficiently so to understand the nature and solemnities of an oath. I 
read to him the within statement, signed and sworn to by him, and saw him sign the same. Iam also 
acquainted with John T. Hammond, whose name is signed to the annexed affidavit. He is an intelligent 
white man of good character. [saw him sign said affidavit. Iam also acquainted with Thomas B.- 
Ives, before whom the affidavits were sworn to and subscribed. I know that he was an acting justice 
of the peace in and for the county of Holmes, and State of Mississippi, on the 18th day of September, 
1833. 

F. E. PLUMMER. 





No. 3. 


Tue Strate or Mississirrt, Holmes County: 


Personally appeared before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace in and for said county, Patrick 
Reilly, who says, on oath, that he has resided for many years in the country ceded to the United States by 
the Choctaw Indians, by the treaty made at Dancing Rabbit creek in 1830; that he was present within 
six months after said treaty, and heard Jacob Thompson apply to Ward, a United States commissioner, 
and heard him signify his intention to reside permanently where he then lived in said ceded country, and 
requested that his name might be registered as such, and also that he was the head of a family, and had 
several children, say three or four: deponent further states that said Thompson is descended by the 
mother’s side from the Choctaws lately inhabiting said country, and is a full cousin to Greenwood Leflore, 
one of the descendants and chief of said tribe. 

P. REILLY. 


THOS. B. IVES, J. P. 


Sworn to, before me, December 26, A. D. 1833. 


I certify that I am personally acquainted with P. Reilly, whose name is signed to the within affida- 
vit; from my knowledge of his character, I feel no hesitation in giving it as my opinion that full faith and 
credit ought to be given to his statements on oath. 


F, E. PLUMMER. 





No. 4. 


To all whom it may concern: 


It has been represented to me that Coleman Cole, W. King and Jacob Thompson, have forwarded, for 
the action of Congress, petitions (supported by affidavits and certificates) praying to be indemnified for 
the loss of their land, supposed to have been secured to them by the treaty made between the United 
States and the Choctaw tribe of Indians at Dancing Rabbit creek, in 1830, and that Patrick Reilly is one 
of the affiants referred to, and I am requested to state my knowledge of his character as a man of 
veracity. 

I with pleasure state that I have known said Reilly for about ten years; a part of that time he 
resided near me. I have never heard his veracity questioned, and, from my personal knowledge of him, 
I would implicitly believe his statement to be true. 

D. W. WRIGHT. 


D. W. Wright, who makes this certificate, is one of the judges, of our high court of errors and 
appeals. 
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No. 5. 


A petition to the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled. 


Your petitioners respectfully represent to your honorable body, that Jacob Thompson, a native, or 
quarteroon, of the Choctaw nation, who has not been noticed in the treaty between the United States and 
said tribe of Indians, called Choctaws, claims his rights as a citizen of said nation under the cultivation 
act. Therefore, your petitioners think it nothing more than justice, and hope that you will have the same 
privilege allowed him as others registered in the said act; and your petitioners will ever pray, &e. 


Isaac Perry, David Oxberry, James Oxberry, 
Enos Wade, Greenwood Leflore, Robert Turnbull, 
John Smith, Anthony Turnbull, William Turnbull, 
William McCoy, Benjamin Leflore, 


Srate or Mississippi, Yazoo County, January 19, 1832. 





No. 6. 


Cotcmaus, September 24, 1833. 
Dear Sir: John T. Harlan, Jacob Thompson and John T. Hammond, have informed me that they sig- 
nified to you, as agent for the Choctaws, their intention of remaining and becoming citizens of the State, 
within six months from the ratification of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, for the purpose of holding 
a reservation of land, under the 14th article of said treaty. I have not the register before me, and under- 
stand that but an imperfect copy is in the hands of the locating agent. I am, however, of opinion, that 
their names are not on the register in the hands of Colonel Martin. I wish to learn from you the simple 
fact, whether they did signify to you their intention of remaining and becoming citizens of the States 
within six months from the date of the ratification of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, as stated by 
them: I want your statement of that fact for a particular purpose. Whether you did or did not register 
their names, or whether they are or are not entitled to reservations of land under the treaty, are questions 
hereafter to be inquired into, and upon which you will probably be called to relate all of the circumstan- 
ces, and express your opinions. In your statement to me, I request nothing but a certificate of the par- 
ticular fact above stated. Please give me separate certificates in each case, and enclose them to me at 

this place. 
Most respectfully, your obedient servant, F, E. PLUMMER. 


Col. Wituram Warp, agent for Choctaws. 





Cuoctaw Acency, J/iss., October 18, 1833. 


Dear Str: Your note of the 24th ultimo is now before me, requesting information respecting the 
entries of John T. Hammond and several persons, as desirous to become citizens of the States according 
to the provisions of the late treaty at Dancing Rabbit creck with the Choctaws for the lands on the east 
side of the Mississippi river. 

In answer to the first inquiry, I can say that John T. Harlan, a white man, did apply to me, within 
the time prescribed, to signify his intention to become a citizen. I refused to enter his name, on the 
grounds that he was not a resident in the Choctaw country at the time of making said treaty which you 
allude to. In answer to your inquiry as to the names of John T. Hammond and Jacob Thompson being 
registered by me for five years as citizens, if their names are not on the register, I have no recollection 
of the cause why they, if Choctaws, were not registered with others. You will please to observe that 
numbers, who did make applications to have their names registered as relinquishing lands, would come 
and make alterations, by the advice of their chief or captains to make alterations. I believe that all 
those whose names were returned to the Department of War were correct, with allowing for errors that 
might be made in the entries, as after changed to suit the wishes of the persons interested. I have no 
doubt that, in some cases, errors were committed by the frequent changes of names and persons, that I 
could not at any time control. But whenever any error has been discovered, the locating agent ought 
to correct it, to do justice to all who may be concerned. 

I have the honor to be, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM WARD. 


Hon. F. E. Prusmoer. 





No. 8. 
Abstract, &c., of the case of Jacob Thompson. 


Jacob Thompson claims one section and three-quarters of land, viz., section No. 31, and the north- 
west, the southwest, and the southeast quarters of section No, 30, of township No, 22, in range 3 east, 
for himself and three children, under and by virtue of the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty of 
Dancing Rabbit creek, The 14th article of the treaty provides that “each Choctaw,” &. (see Laws, 
30, 31, Appendix, page 129.) Colonel William Ward, then agent for the Choctaws, it seems, immedi- 
ately after the ratification of the treaty, under instructions from the War Department, registered the 
names of such of the Indians, who were desirous to remain and become citizens, as signified to him their 
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intention within the prescribed time. The register or list of names was returned to the War Depart- 
ment. Colonel George W. Martin, the agent appointed to locate the reservations under the treaty, 
refused to locate the reservation claimed by Thompson, because his name was not on the register made 
out by Colonel Ward, which he took as his guide, under instructions from the War Department. He 
now asks, as a matter of right, that the said tract of land may be secured to him according to the pro- 
visions of the treaty. The question which presents itself to the department for consideration is, whether 
Thompson comes within the provisions of the treaty. If the right to the before-described tract of land 
was vested in him by the treaty aforesaid, he cannot be divested of this right, without a manifest breach 
of good faith on the part of the government. In order to entitle him to the peaceable and quiet posses- 
sion of one section of land for himself, and one quarter section for each of his three children, it is only 
necessary for him to show, to the satisfaction of the department, Ist. That he is a Choctaw, and was the 
head of a family at the time of the ratification of the treaty. 2d. That he had at that time an improve- 
ment within the limits of the nation. 3d. That he is desirous to remain and continue a citizen of the 
State of Mississippi; and 4th. That he signified to the agent his intention of so remaining, within six 
months from the ratification of the treaty. 

These are all questions of fact susceptible of proof, and are proven by the testimony of Thompson 
himself, John T. Hammond, and P. Reilly. This testimony must be considered satisfactory, unless the 
credibility of the witnesses is impeached. The fact of his name not being on the register or list returned 
to the department, does not, and cannot prejudice his claim. There is no such thing as a register known 
to the treaty. It was made out in conformity with instructions from the Secretary of War, as a guide 
to the department in the settlement and adjustment of the claims; and although it is prima facie evidence 
of the rights of those whose names are therein enrolled, it cannot be considered as evidence against 
those whose names are not there. The circumstance of his name not being on the register, may be a 
reason why the facts should be inquired into and thoroughly scrutinized, but cannot, in good faith, be 
urged as a plausible reason why the poor Indian should be robbed of the only means of providing a sub- 
sistence for his wife and children, and driven from the land of his fathers without a resting place which 
he can call his own, There is no cause assigned why Colonel Ward did not register his name; he does 
not assign any himself; he probably neglected it through mistake. The only act required to be performed 
by Thompson as a condition precedent on his part to secure him in the possession of his land, was to 
signify “his intention to the agent within six months from the ratification of the treaty.” This he did, 
and rested quietly under the supposition that the agent would do his duty. The neglect of the agent 
cannot deprive Thompson of the land secured to him by a solemn treaty. Any other evidence that 
Thompson did signify within the time, which is satisfactory to the department, is as good as the register, 
which is nothing more nor less than evidence. 


PLUMMER, for claimant. 





Tue Srate or Misstssirrt: 

John R. Countee states and says, that he is a citizen of the Choctaw nation of Indians, a husband 
and father, and the head of a Choctaw family; that he resides within the limits of that portion of country 
ceded to the United States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creck, made and entered into on the twenty- 
seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, between the 
United States and the Choctaw nation of Indians; and that he resided within the limits of said nation, 
with his family, and had an improvement and land in cultivation, at the time of the making of the treaty 
aforesaid. The said John R. Countee further states and says, that he had in actual cultivation, with a 
dwelling-house thereon, during the year of our. Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, more than 
twelve acres of land. The said John R. Countee further states and says, that the northwest quarter of 
section two, of township sixteen, in range one west of the basis meridian, situate on what is commonly 
called Honey island, (on an examination of the corner posts and lines marked by the surveyor, ) is found 
to include his improvement and dwelling-house, where he resided with his family at the time of the 
making of the treaty aforesaid. The said John R. Countee further states and says, that he applied to 
the agent to have his name registered among the other Choctaws for a reservation; the agent seemed to 
discourage the idea, and he does not know whether it was registered or not. 

JOUN R. COUNTEE. 
Tue State or Misstssiprt, Holmes County: 

Before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace, personally appeared John T. Harlan, who, being 
first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, on oath, that he is personally acquainted with John R. Countee, 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing statement, and has been for many years. He, the said Har- 
lan, states and says, that the matters and things set forth in the said statement, he knows, of his own 
knowledge, to be substantially true. He, the said Harlan, further deposeth and saith, that he knows of 
his own knowledge, that he, the said Countee, had, during the year 1830, with a dwelling house thereon, 
about fifteen acres of land, situate on Honcy island, in actual cultivation. 

J. T. HARLAN, 

Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 28th day of June, A. D. 1833. 

S. ATCHISON, J. P. 


Tue Strate or Misstssippt, Holmes County: 
Before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace, personally appeared Gilbert B. Collins, who, being 
first duly sworn, saith, on oath, that he is personally acquainted with John R. Countee, whose name is 
subscribed to the annexed statement; that the said Countee had, during the year 1830, an improvement, 
and land in actual cultivation, with a dwelling-house thereon, situate on Honey island, in the Choctaw 
nation, and that the said Countee had a Choctaw wife and family; he cannot speak as to the precise 
number of acres which he, the said Countee, had in cultivation, 
GILBERT B. COLLINS. 
Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 28th day of June, A. D. 1833. 
S. ATCHISON, J. P. 
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Tue Strate or Mississipr1, Holmes County: 

Before me, the undersigned, justice of the peace, personally appeared Thomas Stewart, who, being 
first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, on oath, that he is a citizen of the Choctaw nation of Indians, a 
husband, father, and the head of a Choctaw family; that he resides within the limits of that portion of 
country ceded to the United States by the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, made and entered into on the 
twenty-seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, between 
the United States and the Choctaw tribe of Indians, and that he resided within the limits of said nation 
with his family, and had an improvement and land in cultivation at the time of the making of the treaty 
aforesaid. The said Thomas Stewart further deposeth and saith, that he had in actual cultivation, with 
a dwelling-house thereon, during the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty, more than 
twelve acres of land; that the southwest quarter of section ten, of township sixteen, in range one west 
of the basis meridian, situate on Honey island, on an examination of the corner posts and trees marked 
by the surveyor, is found to include his improvement and dwelling-house where he resided with his family 
at the time of the making of the treaty aforesaid. The said Thomas Stewart further deposeth and saith, 
that he signified to the agent his intention of remaining and becoming a citizen of the States, in person, 
within six months from the ratification of the treaty aforesaid, but the agent expressed an unwillingness 
to register his name for a five years’ stay. He further deposeth and saith, that the agent, Colonel Arm- 
strong, informed him that he would be entitled, under the provisions of the treaty, to an eighth of a 
section of land as a reservation; but he understands that he has been excluded from the number of those 
who are entitled to that quantity under the limitation prescribed in the nineteenth article of the treaty 
aforesaid. The said Thomas Stewart further deposeth and saith, that he measured himself the land 
which he had in cultivation, and found that there were about fourteen acres, the precise quantity not 


recollected. 
his 
THOMAS X STEWART. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 28th day of June, A. D. 1833. 
S. ATCHISON, J. P. 


Tue State or Misstssipr1, Holmes County: 

Befere me, the undersigned, justice of the peace, personally appeared David Cochnaur, who, being 
first duly sworn, deposeth and saith, on oath, that he is personally acquainted with Thomas Stewart, 
whose name is subscribed to the annexed affidavit, and has been for about seven or eight years; that he, 
said Thomas Stewart, resided in the nation, and had in actual cultivation land, with a dwelling-house 
thereon, previous to and at the time of the treaty, as stated by him in the annexed affidavit; that he was 
at the date of the treaty a husband and father, and the head of a Choctaw family, as set forth by him in 
said affidavit. The said David Cochnaur further deposeth and saith, that the tract of land which the said 
Thomas Stewart resided on and had in cultivation in 1830, and at the time of the treaty, is situate on 
Honey island; but he does not know the numbers of the land, nor the number of acres which he the said 
Stewart had in cultivation. And he, the said Cochnaur, further states and says, that the said Thomas 
Stewart is an honest and industrious man, quite intelligent for an uneducated man, and that full faith 


and credit ought to be given to his statement on oath. 
DAVID COCHNAUR. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 28th day of June, A. D. 1833. 
S. ATCHISON, J. P. 


Tue State or Mississippi, Holmes County: 

I, Gilbert B. Collins, do hereby certify, that I am personally acquainted with Thomas Stewart, whose 
name is signed to the annexed affidavit, covering the first, second, and part of the third pages of manu- 
script hereto annexed, and have been for many years; and I know, of my own knowledge, that the mat- 
ters and things stated and set forth in said affidavit are true in substance and fact, excepting as to the 
number of acres he had in actual cultivation, which I never measured; but I should think, from the ap- 


pearance of the field, that it contained twelves acres or more. 
GILBERT B. COLLINS. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, this 28th day of June, A. D. 1833. 
S. ATCHISON, J. P. 


Tue Strate or Misstsstr1, Holmes County: 

I, John T. Harlan, do hereby certify, that Iam personally acquainted with Thomas Stewart, whose 
name is subscribed to the annexed affidavit, covering the first, second, and part of the third pages of this 
manuscript; that I know, of my own knowledge, that he had in actual cultivation during the year 1830, 
with a dwelling-house thereon, the place described by him in the said affidavit; that he resided on the 
same, and was the head of a family. I never measured the land which he had in cultivation, but I should 
think, from the appearance, that there was from twelve to fifteen acres. His wife is a Choctaw. 

J. T. HARLAN, 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, the 9th day of July, A. D. 1833. 
S. ATCHISON, J. P. 


Tue State or Misstsstpr1, Holmes County: 

I, Samuel Atchison, an acting justice of the peace in and for the county and State aforesaid, do hereby 
certify, that Iam personally acquainted with David Cochnaur and Gilbert B. Collins, whose names are 
signed to the foregoing affidavits, and that full faith and credit ought to be given to any statements made 
by them on oath, or otherwise. 


Rankin, July 9, 1833. 
S. ATCHISON, J. P. 


Thomas Stewart states, on oath, that he was a citizen of the Choctaw nation of Indians, a husband 
and father, and the head of a Choctaw family. He resided there, and had in actual cultivation, during 
the year 1830, more than 12 (about 14) acres of land, with a dwelling-house thereon. He signified, in 
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person, to the agent, Col. Ward, his intention of remaining and becoming a citizen of the States, for the 
purpose of holding a reservation under the 14th article of the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, but the 
agent expressed an unwillingness to register him for a five years’ stay. Col. Armstrong, when he was 
in the county, for the purpose of registering the names of the Indians, informed him that he would be en- 
titled to one eighth (80 acres) of land under the 19th article of the treaty; but he understands that he 
has been excluded from the number of those entitled to that quantity, under the limitation prescribed in 
the said article. The land on which he resided is known as the 8. W. quarter of sec. 10, of t. 16, in r. 1 
W. (of the basis meridian. ) 

David Cochnaur swears to all of the material facts, excepting as to the number of acres and the 
numbers of the land; identifies it as being on Honey island, (where Stewart locates it;) has known 
Stewart for 8 years; is honest, industrious, and intelligent, for an uneducated man. Gilbert B. Collins 
swears that the statements made by Stewart are true, in substance and fact, excepting as to the quan- 
tity of land, which he never measured. Gives it as his opinion, from the appearance of the field, that 
there was 12 acres or more. 

The testimony of John T. Harlan corroborates the statements made by Stewart; never measured the 
land; should think, from appearance, there was from 12 to 15 acres. 

S. Atchinson certifies that he knows Gilbert B. Collins and David Cochnaur, two of the deponents, and 
that full faith and credit ought to be given to their statements on oath. 

His name is not registered. The land which he claims is now advertised for sale. This case is re- 
cognized by Major Armstrong, and is the one referred to by him in his letter to the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, April 25, 1834, on file in the office. See 15th interrogatory, and Commissioner’s reply, of 
May 30. 





Fersruary 24, 1832. 
The Committee on the Public Lands, to whom were referred the memorials of John T. Harlan and of Cay «. 
Tuckaloona, and others of the Choctaw nation, have, according to order, had the same under con- 
sideration, and beg leave to submit the following report: 


The memorialists represent, that John T. Harlan, a citizen of the Choctaw nation, in the State of 
Mississippi, intermarried many years ago with a Cherokee woman, and, in the year 1821, removed with 
his family into the Choctaw nation, where he has ever since resided. They settled among the Choctaws, 
by the nermission of the authorities of the nation, and were, according to the forms, ceremonies, usages, 
and ¢.<toms of the Choctaws, soon afterwards adopted into, and made members of, the Choctaw family 
or tribe; and, by virtue of such adoption, were entltled to, did enjoy, and have ever since continued to 
enjoy, all of the rights, immunities, and privileges of native citizens of the Choctaw tribe of Indians. 
The children of said Harlan, nine in number, were, by the Choctaw authorities, recognized as Choctaws, 
from the time of their adoption as aforesaid, and admitted into the missionary schools on an equal foot- 
ing with the children of the most favored Choctaw families. He is represented as an honest, honorable, 
but poor man, He settled on a tract of land on Honey island, in Little river, not far from its junction 
with the Yazoo, where he has, ever since the year 1821 or ’22, continued to live, and cultivate a little 
farm; and by his industry, in a reputable manner, has supported and educated a numerous family, 
consisting of a wife and nine children, who were dependent on the sweat of his brow for a livelihood. 
Within six months after the ratification of the treaty made and entered into between the United States 
and the mingoes, chiefs, captains, and warriors of the Choctaw nation, at Dancing Rabbit creek, on the 
twenty-seventh day of September, 1830, Harlin, on behalf of himself, his wife and children, signified to 
Col. William Ward, the United States agent for the Choctaws, their intention of remaining and continuing 
citizens of the United States, for the purpose of obtaining a reservation of land for himself and children, 
under and by virtue of the fourteenth article of the aforesaid treaty. But it seems that the agent 
rejected the application, and refused to register their names for a reservation. It does not appear on 
what ground the agent predicated his refusal; but it is more than probable that he rejected the applica- 
tion, because he did not consider Mr. Harlan, in the language of the treaty, as a ‘Choctaw head of a 
family.” It is true that there is among the papers accompanying the memorial, a certificate, signed by 
several persons, charging the agent with being “actuated solely by personal and private feeling of enmity 
towards said Harlan; but the known integrity of Col. Ward as an officer to one of the committee is 
sufficient to repel the charge, and forbid the idea of his being actuated by improper motives. It is also 
stated that Harlan was one of those who aided our country in the war with the Creek nation of Indians. 
The memorialists ask Congress to pass a law extending to the said John Harlan the same rights and 
privileges guaranteed by the article of the treaty before mentioned, to native Choctaws, and to those 
who have intermarried with native Choctaws. 

The committee do not deem it necessary to enter into an investigation of the tribel laws, usages, or 
customs of the Choctaws, in relation to the right of the mingoes, chicfs, or captains of the nation, to 
admit into their territory, on a footing with the natives, a citizen of any other tribe; nor to enter into a repe- 
tition of the arguments contained in the report, made by the same committee to the House, in favor of 
Joseph Dukes. (See report No. 246.) It is sufficient for the committee, in the present inquiry, that 
Harlan, on principles of equity and justice, as well as sound policy, is entitled to the same privileges 
extended, by the 14th article of the treaty, to those who were adopted by the authorities of the nation, 
and intermarried with native Choctaws. The facts set forth in this report, which is nothing more than a 
simple abstract of the case, gathered from the evidence adduced by the petitioners, are, by the committee, 
submitted to the consideration of the House without comment. If Harlan had married a Choctaw, instead 
of a Cherokee, he would have been entitled to a reservation, under the treaty, of six hundred and forty 
acres of land for himself, to three hundred and twenty acres for each unmarried child over ten years of 
age, and to one hundred and sixty acres for each child under ten years of age. The same reasons which 
induced the government to grant to the head of each Choctaw family and his children conditional reser- 
rations of land, agreeably to the provisions of the 14th article of the treaty above referred to, are, in the 
opinion of the committee, sufficient for them to recommend the granting of the prayer of the petitioners. 
The committee therefore report a bill, to be entitled ‘‘ An act for the relief of John T. Harlan.” 
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APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR COUNTY SEATS AND BUILDINGS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 24, 1835. 
A JOINT MEMORIAL AND RESOLUTION of the general assembly of the State of Indiana. 


To the honorable the Senate and the House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled: 


Your memorialists respectfully represent to your honorable body that they have, at their present 
session, laid off into counties and designated the boundaries, to wit: The counties of Adams, Noble, Jay, 
Wells, De Kalb Steuben, Whitby, Kosciusko, Fulton, Marshall, Stark, Pulaski, Jasper, Newton, and 
Porter, being all the unorganized territory within the State of Indiana to which the Indian title has been 
extinguished. Your memorialists believe that the interest of the general government will be greatly 
promoted by laying off the said unorganized territory into counties, and designating and permanently 
establishing their boundaries, as it will have a tendency to increase the sale of the government lands, and 
also prevent speculators from defrauding the public. Your memorialists would therefore respectfully 
request your honorable body to pass a law donating one-half section of land to each of said counties, for 
the purpose of locating the county seat, and erecting public buildings for each county; and that the United 
States land officers, within their respective land districts in said State, be authorized by law to select and 
reserve from sale one-half section of land as near the centre of each of said counties as the said officers 
may deem most suitable for the purpose of locating a county seat for cach county. — Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the general assembly of the State of Indiana, That his excellency the governor be 
requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing memorial and the resolution to each of our senators and 
representatives in Congress. 
JAMES GREGORY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID WALLACE, President of the Senate. 

Approved February 7, 1835. N. NOBLE. 
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ON CLAIM TO LAND IN ARKANSAS. 


23p Coneress. | 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 24, 1835. 


Mr. Lixcoiy, from the Committee on the Public Lands, to whom was referred the memorial of Matthew 
Arbuckle, with accompanying documents, reported: 


The memorialist represents, that, on the 17th of February, 1829, he purchased, in the then Lawrence 
land district, Arkansas Territory, in township 9 north, and range 29 and 30, several tracts of land, which 
he describes as follows: 

Eight hundred and forty-five acres 69-100, from Charles Kelly. 

Three hundred and twenty-one acres 40-100, from John Ringgold. 

Two hundred and sixty acres 32-100, from John McLaughlin. 

One hundred and ninety-four acres 68-100, from William Hull. 

That these tracts of land were entered under Spanish claims, which had been confirmed by the land 
courts of Arkansas Territory at the time he purchased the same, and that he paid therefor a valuable 
consideration in money, at the time of the purchase. 

The memorialist further represents, that, at the same time, he purchased from Robert Crittenden a 
Spanish claim for three hundred and forty acres 28-100, which he paid for, and immediately located. 

That, afterwards, he purchased from John C. Sumner ninety-seven acres 18-100, which had been 
located by William G, Shannon, under a Spanish claim; and from John Rogers, seventy-five acres 85-100, 
which was located by T. Dickinson, also under a Spanish claim, and that for these tracts he paid an 
adequate consideration. 

The memoralist states his peculiar situation at the time, and the particular circumstances under 
which he made these purchases, and avers that he had reason to believe that the Spanish claims under which 
these several tracts of land were located were valid, and had been duly confirmed by a court of the United 
States having jurisdiction of the matter pursuant to a law of Congress; but that, subsequently, these 
supposed Spanish claims were proven to be spurious, the judgments of confirmation have been reversed, 
and the title which he had to the lands has been wholly avoided, and he has been altogether deprived of 
his interest therein. 

Inasmuch, therefore, as he relied upon the judgments of confirmation of the original grants by the 
courts of the United States, and was a lona fide purchaser, for a valuable consideration, of the lands, or 
rights of location under the grants, and ignorant of any fraud in relation thereto, he seeks relief from 
Congress, either by a grant of patents to the same lands without charge, or by permission to enter them, 
at such sum, not exceeding the minimum price of the public lands, as, under the circumstances, shall 
seem just, 

It satisfactorily appears to the committee, from the showing of the memorialist, and the papers in 
the case, that the title of the land described in the memorial was derived to him from certain judgments 
of confirmation of supposed Spanish grants rendered by the superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, 
sitting as a court of equity. Under the provisions of an act of Congress, passed on the 26th day of May, 
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1824, entitled “ An act enabling the claimants to land within the limits of the State of Missouri and 
Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the validity of their claims,” numerous petitions 
were filed in the office of the clerk of the said superivr court, in the month of November, 1827, in the 
names of different petitioners, respectively praying confirmation of certain grants of land, and orders of 
survey, alleged to have been made to them in different years, from 1785 to 1799, by Miro, Spanish 
governor general of the province of Louisiana; which said grants, by reason of the lapse of time, and of 
the transfer of the territory under the treaty of 1803, between the French republic and the United States, 
could not then be located without the intervention of the authority of the latter government. On each of 
these petitions, fo the number of one hundred and thirty, a subpoena, to show cause why the grants, 
respectively therein mentioned, should not be confirmed, was issued to the district attorney of the United 
States, returnable at the term of the court then next to be holden, in December, 1827. At that term the 
district attorney appeared for the United States, and, protesting his utter ignorance of the matters alleged 
in the several petitions, and his want of opportunity, from the short notice of a few days, to be informed 
of the facts contained therein, and to answer the process, moved for a continuance, and time to reply 
thereto. The motion was overruled, and upon the testimony offered, ex parte, in support of the petitions, 
and applicable alike in its character to each and all of them, the court proceeded to render judgment of 
confirmation of all grants in the several cases, in the names of the petitioners respectively, against the 
United States. : 

Subsequently suspicions became excited of fraud and imposition upon the court, in the procurement 
of the before-mentioned judgments, by the party interested therein, and the district attorney of the United 
States, at the April term, 1830, of the said superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, filed bills of review 
in all the cases, founded on the allegation that the supposed grants of the Spanish governor, Miro, to the 
original petitioners in equity, were forgeries of the name of the said governor, and that the witnesses who 
had testified in support of those grants, and upon whose testimony, in aid thereof, the judgments of con- 
firmation had been obtained, had committed gross and corrupt perjuries; and, further, that the names of 
the petitioners were altogether fictitious, there never having been such persons in existence, or if so, 
they had long before deceased. After a due course of proceedings upon sai writs of review, the judgmerts 
of confirmation of the grants aforesaid, in cach and all of the original cases, were reversed and annutled 
by the judgment of said court, by reason and on account of the fraud, forgery, and perjury, made manifest, 
and fully established as alleged. The committee do not find it necessary to go more particularly into the 
history of these proceedings, inasmuch as they are specially and technically set forth in an abstraet of 
the case of Bernardo Sampeyreac and Joseph Stewart, appellants, against the United States, from the 
judgment of the said superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, which abstract accompanied the papers 
referred with the memorial to the committee, and is herewith returned; and, also, in a report of the same 
vase adjudged in the Supreme Court of the United States upon appeal, and to be found in the seventh 
volume of Peters’ Reports; the facts and principles involved in the final decision of that case being alike 
applicable to all the others, to which reference has been had, including those under which the title of the 
memorialist was derived. 

The writs of review before mentioned, and the jurisdiction of the court therein, appear to have been 
sustained under and by force of a law of Congress, passed the 8th day of May, 1830, entitled ‘ An act for 
further extending the powers of the judges of the superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, under the 
act of the 26th of May, 1824, and for other purposes.” The constitutionality of the law, with its appli- 
cability to, and the effect of its provisions upon the previous judgments, were specially considered, and 
fully decided, upon the trial of the review in the case reported. 

The memorialist, however, now claims that, notwithstanding the acknowledged fraud and perjury 
by which the original judgments of confirmation were obtained, and the subsequent reversal of those 
judgments by reason thereof, he is entitled, in equity, to the lands against the United States, inasmuch as 
he was an innocent and bona fide purchaser, for a valuable consideration, and relied, at the time of his 
purchase, upon the faith of the government, and the original adjudications of confirmation by a court of 
the United States, under the laws of Congress, to sustain his title. This position has not escaped the 
attentive consideration of the committee. 

It appears, from the record of the case of Sampeyreac and Stewart vs. the United States, before 
referred to, that one John J. Bowie had represented all the nominal petitioners, in the whole number of the 
one hundred and thirty cases originally brought before the superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, 
and that he had committed or procured the forgery of the name of the Spanish governor, Miro, to the 
grants of land, and suborned the perjuries by which they had been supported. On filing the bills of 
review, a subpoena to answer thereto had been issued to each of the original petitioners, not one of whom* 
could be found; and it was conceded, upon the trial of the review, that no such persons existed, and that 
Bowie was the real and only party to the proceedings. In the meantime, however, (subsequent to the 
judgment of confirmation of the supposed grants in the original suits, and the suing out the writs of 
review, ) Bowie had fabricated grants in the name of the original supposed petitioners, conveying their 
rights, acquired by the judgments of confirmation, to himself, and in the whole number of cases had 
transferred these rights to third persons, who claimed thereupon to be admitted as parties to the bills of 
review, to defend their interest and title, derived, as they alleged, under a bona fide purchase from him, 
without suspicion of fraud, and for a valuable consideration. The court admitted these parties aceord- 
ingly, and an issue was made up between the district attorney, acting for the United States, on the one 
hand, and the claimants, under Bowie, on the other, by which to try the effect of the original judgment 
of confirmation upon the rights of subsequent bona fide purchasers. To several of the cases in review, 
the memorialist himself, as appears by the copy of the record before the committee, thus became a party, 
and the claim to the lands purchased by him under the supposed Spanish grants, and for the loss of which 
he now asks indemnity, was, among others, submitted to the judgment of the court, and which, with the 
principal case of Sampeyreac and Stewart, before referred to, was involved in the final decision. In that 
case, it was conceded that Stewart, who was admitted as a party upon the review, was an iyvnocent and 
bona fide purchaser under Bowie, yet it was held by the superior court of Arkansas, and afterwards 
affirmed by the Supreme Court of the United States on appeal, first, that the original judgment of confir- 
mation was absolutely and in itself nu// and void for want of a real party to the process, the petitioner 
being a fictitious and feigned person: second, that, by the fraud, forgery, and perjury committed in 
procuring the judgment, by Bowie, and afterwards his forgery in making a conveyance to himself, a 
third person claiming through him, however innocent, could have no better title to the property than 
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Bowie himself acquired by force of such judgment and conveyance: and, thirdly, that, by the judgment 
of confirmation, even if unreversed, the original party to the record had but an equity under the statute of 
1824, to be matured into a title upon the issuing of a patent for the lands located, but which was not 
assignable before the issuing of the patent, and, therefore, that a bona fide purchaser of this equity must 
take it subject to all the impeachment to which it was liable in the hands of the original claimant. 

dh The committee find nothing in the case of the memorialist to distinguish it favorably from the right 

| of Stewart, in the case referred to. Both placed themselves before the courts in the attitude of bona fide 
purchasers of Spanish grants, confirmed by the superior court of the Territory of Arkansas, pursuant to 
a law of Congress. Each, alike, although in different cases, were parties to the review of the judgments 
of confirmation, and are alike concluded by the final adjudication of reversa/, in the titles which they 
attempt to maintain under and by force of those judgments. The highest judicial tribunal of the land 
has pronounced against them, that neither in /aw nor equity had they acquired, by the grants to them, a 
title to the lands against the United States, and that, by the application of known principles to the circum- 
stances under which these purchases were made, they are not to be recognized as bona fide purchasers 
without notice. That, in taking an assignment of an equity under the judgments of confirmation, when 
the law expressly gave the legal title to the lands only to the patentee, they took it subject to the peril of 
impeachment, by a reversal of the judgments. 

Upon the foregoing view of the merits of the claim of the memorialist to relief from the United 
States, this committee are of the opinion that his case is placed upon the same ground with that of every 
other of the numerous purchasers of these fabricated Spanish grants. To yield to his appeal would be to 
open the door to demands of an entirely novel character, and to an unforeseen extent. It would be little 
else than to give indemnity for misfortune to those who suffer by fraud; or, rather, to repair inadvertence, 
where precaution in contracts would guard against loss, by reference to the responsibility of those with 
i whom the party deals. 

i But there are other circumstances, apparent from the papers submitted to the committee, which, as 
this application has before been the subject of examination, and may again be presented to the conside- 
ration of Congress, it may be proper at this time to state. The memorialist insists that he is a bona fide 
purchaser for a valuable consideration, without notice of the fraud. What is notice, is matter of legal 

inference. The law construcs many facts, short of actual communication, into legal notice. In other 

words, circumstances which should excite suspicion, and put a prudent man upon inquiry, may amount 
to notice. The memorialist has filed in the case copies of several of the deeds of conveyance under which 
he claims to have derived his title to the lands. These deeds are so general, and yet so vague in the 
description, that, without the aid of parol testimony, it would be difficult, if not impossible, to determine 
the identity of the lands conveyed thereby, with the entries alleged to be made under the supposed Span- 
ish grants. The quantities in the certificates of these grants and orders of survey, when compared with 
the deeds, appear to be greater, and the description in terms so different, as to render it uncertain, from 
comparison, whether they apply to the same tracts. Nor is the regular chain of conveyance from the 
confirmed grants made out by the exhibition of the intermediate assignments, so as to enable the com- 








mittee to decide that whatever right may be supposed to have been acquired by the original petitioners 
in equity under the judgments of confirmation, was, before the reversal of those judgments, transferred 
to the memorialist. In all these respects, the case of the memorialist is defective. The appeal to Con- 
i gress is substantially for indemnity for losses of property purchased under reliance upon a title derived 
from a judgment of a court of the United States. It would seem reasonable, at least, that the party 
asking relief should show that, but for the reversal of this judgment, his title to the property would have 
been complete. 

The committee are led, in this equitable view of the case, to notice another circumstance. All the 
deeds of conveyance, save one, to the memorialist, are by indenture, and contain covenants for better 
assurance of the lands, by the execution and delivery of such other or further deeds or conveyances as 
may be necessary to convey the title to the memorialist in fee simple, after the issuing of the patents there- 
for. These covenants are proof of a recognition by the memorialist to the legal position, that his pur- 
chase was of an equity only, to be perfected into a title after the issuing of the patents by a conveyance 
of the lands. The memorialist must have trusted for his assurance of a legal title to these covenants, 
and, as it seems to the committee, might with the same propriety appeal to Congress for indemnity for 
the refusal of the covenanter to fulfill his engagements in making the conveyance, had that been the state 
of the case, as now to make good his defect of title through fraud in its origin, 

There is another collateral circumstance which has fallen within the observation of the committee, 

* having a bearing upon the claim of the memorialist to be regarded as a bona fide purchaser of the lands, 
without notice of the liability of the title to impeachment. In a paper filed in the case, purporting to 
come from him, and apparently in his handwriting, dated at Fort Gibson, September 22, 1831, is con- 
tained a schedule of the title deeds to the lands described in his petition. The paper is headed “a memo- 
randum of location made on the island in township 9 north, ranges 29 and 30, at the land office in Bates- 
ville, and purchased and paid for in February, 1829, by Colonel M. Arbuckle; and against the tract last 
entered in the memorandum is the following note: ‘ Purchased for a price of more than three dollars 
per acre; the money not paid in consequence of there being a doubt, at the time of the purchase, whether 
this claim would be subject to review.’ Here is a distinct and explicit admission, (unless the note can 
be explained in a manner repugnant to the language,) that the memorialist, at the time of his purchase 
at Batesville, apprehended that the title to the lands supposed to be acquired by the judgments of confir- 
mation were liable to impeachment by a review of those judgments, and in one instance, at least, he took 
care to protect himself, by withholding the payment of the consideration. In other instances, with like 
precaution, he may have looked to the covenants for his security. But whether this be so or otherwise, 
cannot be material to the point of notice, if he was apprised of the hazard which he took by the purchase. 

In respect to seventy-five acres and ,8, of land, represented by the memorialist to have been pur- 
chased by him of John Rogers, the copy of the deed filed in the case as evidence, purports a conveyance 
from John Rogers and wife of several tracts of land, one of which is of the quantity before mentioned. — It 
happens, however, unfortunately for the memorialist, if the deed applies at all to the tract described in 
his memorial, that its date is the 26th of December, 1832, more than two years subsequent to the reversal 
of the judgment of confirmation under which he derives his title. There would seem, therefore, no founda- 

, tion for the assumption that confidence in the original judgment of the court had betrayed him into a reli- 
i ance upon the validity of this grant. 
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No evidence whatever of a conveyance from Robert Crittenden of the tract alleged to have been 
purchased of him is found in the case. 

Upon the whole, the committee are of the opinion, as well from what appears in the papers submit- 
ted to them, as from the default of the memorialist to show an equitable claim against the United States 
in the judicial proceedings which have been had touching the title to the lands, that he is not entitled to 
the relief which he seeks. They therefore submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the prayer of the petition of Matthew Arbuckle ought not to be granted. 





To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States: 


The memorial of Matthew Arbuckle humbly showeth: That on the 14th day of February, 1829, he 
purchased, in the then Lawrence land district, Arkansas Territory, in township 9 north, and ranges 29 
and 30 west, the following tracts of land, viz: 

Kight hundred and forty-five acres 389; from Charles Kelly; three hundred and twenty-one acres 54, 
from John Ringgold; two hundred and sixty acres 33; from John McLaughlin; and one hundred and 
ninety-four acres 388; from William Hull. 

Your memorialist states that all these tracts of land were entered by Spanish claims, which had 
been confirmed by the land court of the Arkansas Territory at the time he purchased the same. That for 
the land he purchased from Charles Kelly and John Ringgold, he paid $1.18? per acre; and for the land 
purchased from John McLaughlin and William Hull, he paid $1.50 per acre. The whole purchase 
amounting to $40.80 more than the minimum price of public land; the whole of the money having been 
paid at the time of the purchase. 

Your memorialist further states that at the same time he purchased from Robert Crittenden, a Spanish 
claim for four hundred arpens, or three hundred and forty acres #28; and paid him $1 per acre, and imme- 
diately located the said claim. 

Your memorialist afterwards purchased from John C. Sumner ninety-seven acres 743, of land, at the 
price of upwards of $3 per acre, which had been located by William G. Shannon by a Spanish claim. 
And your memorialist also purchased from John Rogers, seventy-five acres 835 of land, which was located 
by T. Dickinson, by a Spanish claim, and for which your memorialist paid upwards of $5 per acre, 

Your memorialist avers that when he made the purchases of the land and claim at Batesville, on the 
17th of February, 1829, he was on his way from Fort Gibson to Jefferson barracks, in Missouri, on 
public duty; and as his engagements allowed him but little intercourse with the citizens of Arkansas 
Territory, he inquired particularly if there was any doubt of the validity of the Spanish claims by which 
these lands were held, and was assured there was none; that patents had been issued upon some of 
them; and it was not until the bill of review had been applied for, or granted, in the fall of 1829, that 
he had reason to apprehend that some of the claims passed by the land court were of a spurious character: 
and it was shortly after this that your memorialist was informed that most of the claims passed by the 
said land court had been presented by an individual called Bowie, as claims he had purchased in Louisi- 
ana. Until this time, your memorialist had supposed that each claimant had appeared before the court, 
and proved his claim. 

And your memorialist avers that, in the transaction of the 1lith of February, 1829, he was a fair 
and innocent purchaser of the lands and Spanish claim for a valuable consideration. 

And in the purchase of the lands from Rogers and Sumner at a subsequent period, although the bill 
of review of such claims had been granted, still your memorialist, from the most respectable authority, 
was advised that the individuals for whose benefit those tracts had been located, were as much entitled 
to relief from the government as any that held lands by virtue of Spanish claims. It appears, however, 
that by an adjudication since made upon the bill of review, all these Spanish claims derived from Bowie 
have been set aside as spurious, by which your memorialist has been subject to the loss of all the before- 
mentioned land, and his improvements thereon, except one hundred and three acres 735 of the land pur- 
chased from Charles Kelly, which it appears was covered by a good claim granted to ‘Terrance and Mary 
Farrelly. 

Under all these circumstances, your memorialist conceives that, in equity and justice, he and those 
from whom he purchased lands are entitled to relief. 

The land was purchased under the sanction of a decision of the United States court expressly 
charged with the examination of land claims in the Territory of Arkansas; and as they and your memo- 
rialist have once paid a valuable consideration for these claims, it would seem that we ought not to be 
subjected to the total loss of our money; but that patents should be granted for the land referred to, 
without further charge, as it is well understood that there is no prospect of obtaining a cent from Bowie, 
who committed the fraud. 

If Congress should not deem it expedient to comply with this reasonable proposition, then your memo- 
rialist considers it but common justice that himself and those from whom he purchased should have the 
privilege of entering and locating the several tracts of land referred to, and now held by your memorialist, 

for such sum, not exceeding the minimum price of public lands, as may be deemed just: provided these 
entries and locations shall be made within twelve months after the passage of a law for that purpose. 

With these observations, your memorialist submits his case to the wisdom of Congress, in confidence 
that justice will be done him. 

And your memorialist, as in duty bound, will ever pray, &c. 

M. ARBUCKLE. 
Fort Gipson, November 6, 1833. 
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A memorandum of locations made on the island in township nine north, ranges twenty-nine and thirty, at the 
land office in Batesville, and purchased and paid for in February, 1829, by Colonel M. Arbuckle. 


| 


! 
Names of locators. | Under whom located. Description of tracts. | Acres. | Remarks. 





| | } 4 

| Sec. T. R. | 
William Hull.......-| Elixie De Clouet ...! N. E. quarter. ...-.+++++++ 25, 9N. 30 W. | 160.00 | 
| S. E. fractional quarter.... 24, 9N.30 W. | 34.68 | 


adlithepates 
| | 194.68 | Paid $1.50 per acre. 


N. 30 W. | 320.00 | 


Charles Kelly ....+-+| Miguel Labranche..| S. half. .....sseeeseeeeees 29, 9N | 
| E. half N. KE. quarter....-- 36, 9N.30 W. | 80.00 | 
: S. E. fractional quarter.... 35,9N.30 W. | 50.84 | 





| | | 450.84 | Paid $1.18} per acre. 


Charles Kelly ...+-++| Jaques Thebadoux..)| N. E. fractional quarter... 35, 9 N. 30 W. | 105.43 | Paid $1.18} per aere. 


John McLaughlin....| Jose Curino ..--- woos! W. half N. E. quarter. .... 36, 9 N. 30 W. | 80.00 
a. half N. W. quarter...-- 36,9 N. 30 W. | 80.00 
S. W. fractional quarter... 36,9 N.30 W. | 100.37 


260.37 | 





Paid $1.50 per acre. 


John Ringgold.....--| Andre Martin ...---| E. half N. W. quarter..... 30, 9 N. 29 W. | 80.00 


| 
Fractional section........- 26,9N.30W. 79.00 | 
| 
| 
| 


W. fr. part of E. fr. half .. 30,9N. 29 W. | 74.65 | 
W. fr. part of N. W. fr. qr. 31, 9N. 29 W. | 87.75 





321.40 | Paid $1. 187 per acre. 


Charles Kelly ...++++| Jaques Troudeau ...) W. half of S. W. fr. qr...+. 30, 9 N. 29 W. 80.00 | Paid $1.18] per acre. 





Charles Kelly ...---+| Torrance and Mary | 
Farrelly ......-++, E. fr. part of S. W. fr. qr.. 30,9 N. 29 W. | 101.03 | Paid $1.18} per acre. 


Charles Kelly . .....| Auguste Duplessis... W. fr. half of N. W. fr. qr. 30, 9N.29W. | 106.36 | Paid $1.18? per acre. 
1 ae \ 


Matthew Arbuckle... James Anderson...-| S. E. fractional quarter.... 36,9N.30W. 114.24 | 
N. W. fractional quarter... 25,9 N.30 W. 106.68 
S. E. fractional quarter.... 19,9N.29W. | 40.71 
S. W. fractional quarter... 19, 9N.29W. | 80.20 


| 

| 

| 

| 
| 341.83 | Paid for this claim $1 per acre. 

W. G. Shannon...-- .| Juan Duberg.....- | S. W. fractional quarter ... 31, 9N. 29 W. | 97.13 | Purchased fora price of more than 

| : | $3 per acre ; the money not paid 

* in consequence of there being a 

| doubt, at the time of purchase, 

| whether this claim would be 


subject to review. 





| 

| | 
| | 
| | 
| | 





CaNntoNMENT Gipson, September 22, 1851. 


Sir: The foregoing will inform you of the lands T purchased at Batesville, in February, 1829, and the 
price paid for them, (at the time of purchase, ) except the land held by the claim of Duberg, as well as of 
the claim of James Anderson, which was purchased and paid for at the same time and place. All of the 
claims by which the lands are held, except that of Torrance and Mary Farrelly, I am informed, are 
regarded of spurious character. 

The above exhibit, it is believed, will be found to accord with my answer before the land court at 
Little Rock, and, if so certified by the clerk of that court, it is presumed will furnish sufficient evidence, 
or all the evidence necessary to present these claims to the consideration of Congress at its next session, 
so far as I am interested; yet I doubt not that you will, before your departure from the territory, obtain 
a transcript from the records of the land court, in all cases where it may appear that lands. are held by 
claims of the character referred to, by innocent purchasers, or where a valuable consideration has been 
paid for lands, or claims so purchased, as it is believed that the time has nearly arrived when it must and 
ought to be finally determined whether the government or the innocent purchasers are to suffer the loss, 
admitting the claims to be of the fraudulent character attributed to them. The land T purchased under 
the claim of Juan Duberg has not been paid for; the reason for the delay of payment is given. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. ARBUCKLE. 
To the Hon. A. H. Sevier, Member of Congress, Little Rock, A. T. 
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A memorandum of locations made on the island in township nine north, ranges twenty-nine and thirty, at th? 
land office in Batesville. 





—————__—— a 





Name of locator. | Under whom located. Description of tracts. 











| | Acres. 
| 
: | <5 res —|- 
| | Sec. T. R. | 
William Hull .....eseeeee+) Elixie de Clouct....sseee+! N. E. quarter..cccscccseccccees cocccceseese 25, 9 N. 30 W. | 160.00 
| | E. fractional quarter ....eseecceeceeseces, 24,9 N. 30 W. 34 68 
Chattes Kelly so 00s0secesee)| Miguel Labrenebe o.c0006s| B. WOME sccs cocsscesscccscss cacsevee sesccese 25; 9M. 30W. | 320.60 
| E. half N. E. quarter. ..sesceeceeeceeeseeees 36, 9N. 30 W. | 80.00 
| S. E. fractional quarter. ....esseeseeeeseeees 35, 9 N. 30 W. | 50.84 
Charles Kelly ..eeeeeseeeee) Jaques Thebadoux oseecee! N. E. fractional quarter. ....secccccecccccees 30) IN. 30 W. | 105.43 
John MeLaughlin...+-++ sees, Jose Curino oeeeeseseccees| W. half N. E. quarter..ceee sceeeeee seecsee 36, 9N. 30 W. | 80.00 
eer ie. a. 80.00 
| S. W. fractional quarter .....sseesseeseecees 36,9 N. 30 W. 100.37 
John Ringgold «.++.+++++++) Andre Martin «++++++e+ee+) E. half N. W. quarter...eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 30, 9 N. 29 W. 80.00 
| Hractional seotions <icsescccciee cscciecee coaces 265 0 Ne 30 We 79.00 


W. fractional part of N. W. fractional quarter. 31, 9 N. 29 W. | 87.75 
W. half of S. W. fractional quarter .......--- 30, 9 N. 29 W. | 80.00 


| 

} 

| 

| 

' 

| 

W. fractional part of E. fractional half...... 30, 9N. 29 W. | 74.65 

Charles Kelly ..+++eseeeee+| Jaques Trondeau ..+.seeee | 
| 


Charles Kelly ......+++eee+-| Torrance and Mary Farrelly | E. fractional part of S. W. fractional quarter. 30, 9 N. 29 W. | 101.03 
Charles Kelly ....+++++-.+-| Auguste Duplessis....... | W. fractional half N. W. fractional quarter... 30, 9 N. 29 W. | 106.36 
Matthew Arbuckle ........| James Anderson.......++-| S. E. fractional quarter .....seeeceeveeeeeee 30, 9N. 30 W. | 114.24 

| N. W. fractional quarter ....+eeeeeeeesseees 25, 9 N. 30 W. | 106.68 


|S. E. fractional quarter ......eeceeeeeee see 19, 9N. 29 W. | 40.71 
| S. W. fractional quartcr....sececsceccesscee 19, 9N. 20 W. | 8u.20 





1,961.94 








A copy from the entry book, December, 1829. 
H. BOSWELL, Register. 


I wrote to Colonel Boswell as soon as I heard that some of the Spanish claims passed by the land 
court of Arkansas were regarded as spurious, and that it was probable they would be again brought 
before that court on a bill of review, and requested him to inform me if the Spanish claims by which the 
land I had purchased at Batesville, on the 17th February, 1829, had been located; and the foregoing is 
his statement on this subject. In the deeds to me from Charles Kelly, I notice two errors: First, one of 
the tracts purchased of him, of eighty acres, is described as the 8. W. fractional } section 30, township 9 
N., range 29 W., ought to have been the W. 35. W. fractional } section 30, township 9 N., range 29 W. 
It also appears that the tract he sold me, containing 101,35 acres, was altogether omitted in the deed; 
and this will appear obvious from a calculation of the number of acres I purchased of Mr. Kelly. The 
last tract is located by Farrelly’s claim, which, I am informed, is good; and that all the other tracts that 
I purchased, which are located by Spanish claims, have been sect aside on bill of review. The tract pur- 
chased of John C. Sumner, to wit, the 8. W. fractional } section 31, township 9 N., range 29 W., contain- 
ing 97748; acres, was located by William G. Shannon, or Richard Searcy, deceased, under the claim of 
Juan Duberg, and the east fractional part of the N. E. fractional } section 30, township 9 N., range 29 
W., containing 75,83, acres, was located by Colonel Townsend Dickinson, and by deed transferred from 
him to James Wilson, and by said Wilson to John Rogers, of whom I purchased. By an examination at 
the General Land Office, I presume, it will be readily ascertained under whose Spanish claim this tract 
was located. 

This is accompanied by certified copies of the deeds I received from Charles Kelly, John Ringgold, 
William Hull, John McLaughlin, John Rogers, and John C, Sumner, which deeds were drawn up by an 
attorney employed by me, and I supposed it was done in the best legal manner, being unacquainted with 
papers of this character. At the same time, I had no doubt of the validity of these claims, nor did I hear 
anything to the prejudice of them for seven or eight months after I became the purchaser of lands at 
Batesville. 

M. ARBUCKLE. 

Fort Gisson, March 7, 1884. 





This indenture, made and entered into this the twenty-fourth day of December, in the year of our 
Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-two, between John Rogers, and Mary Rogers, his wife, of the county 
of Crawford, and Territory of Arkansas, of the first part, and Matthew Arbuckle, colonel commandant of 
the United States troops stationed at Fort Gibson, of the second part, witnesseth, that the said John 
Rogers, and Mary, his wife, of the first part, have this day, for and in consideration of the sum of two 
thousand seven hundred dollars, lawful money of the United States, to them, the aforesaid John Rogers, 
and Mary, his wife, in hand paid by the aforesaid Matthew Arbuckle, of the second part, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, have bargained and sold, and do by these presents bargain and sell, 
and convey unto the said Matthew Arbuckle, or unto his heirs and assigns, forever, the following described 
tracts or parcels of land, to wit: The southeast fractional quarter of section thirty, in township number 
nine north, and range number twenty-nine west, containing one hundred and forty acres and eight hun- 
dredths of an acre; also, the east fractional part of the northeast fractional quarter of section number 
thirty, in township number nine north, and range number twenty-nine west, containing seventy-five acres 
and ecighty-three hundredths of an acre; also, the northwest fractional quarter of section number thirty- 
one, in township number nine north, and range number twenty-nine west, containing eighty-four acres 
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and thirty-seven hundredths of an acre; and, also, the west half of the northeast quarter of section num- 
ber were -one, in township number nine north, and range number twenty-nine west, containing eighty 
acres: to have and to hold the above described tracts or ‘parcels of land as heretofore describe d, ‘together 
with all and singular the rights and appurtenances thereunto belonging, or in any manner appert: Lining, 
to the said M: tthe ow Arbue kle, his heirs or assigns, forever, hereby ‘warranting and forever defending the 
title to the above deseribed trac ts or parcels of li ind from myse If and all others whomsoever. 

In testimony whereof, the aforesaid John Rogers, and Mary, his wife, have hereunto set their hands, 


and affixed their seals, the day and date first above written, 


JOIN ROGERS. [SEAL. ] 
her 

MARY X ROGERS. [seat] 
mark. 


Signed, sealed, and delivered, in the presence of 
Gero. VasHon. 
A. McLean. 





This indenture, made and executed this seventeenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, between William Hull, of the county of Crawford, and Territory 
of Arkansas, of the one part, and Matthew Arbuckle, of the same place, of the second part, witnesseth, 
that the said William Hull, for and in consideration of the sum of two hundred and ninety-two dollars 
and two cents, to him in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, hath eranted, bargained, 
and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said “Matthew ‘Arbuckle, his heirs 
or assigns, two certain tracts, pieces, or parcels of land, situate, lying, aud being in said county and 
Territory, and known and described as follows, to wit: The northeast quarter of section twenty-five, of 
township nine north, in range thirty west, containing one hundred and sixty acres; also, the southeast 
fractional quarter of section twenty-four, in same township and range, containing thirty-four acres and 
sixty-eight hundredths of an acre, (which said described lands were ente red by s said William Hull, in the 
Lawrence land district, of said Territor y, under a certain confirmed Spanish claim:) to have and ‘to hold 
the above described trac ts, pieces, or parcels of land, to him, said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns, 
forever. And the said William Hull hereby covenants and binds himself, his heirs, executors, and admin- 
istrators, that he will make, execute, and deliver unto him, said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs or assigns, 
such other or further deeds or conveyances as may be necessary to complete the title of him, said Matthew 
Arbuckle, his heirs or assigns, in fee simple, of, in, and to the above described tracts, pieces, or parcels, 
whenever required so to do after the issuing of the patent therefor. 

In testimony whereof, the said William Hull hath hereunto set his hand and seal, on the day and 


year aforesaid. 
WILLIAM HUULL. [sEAL. ] 
Sealed and delivered in presence of 


JouN RepMAN. 
TownsEND DIckINSON. 





This indenture, made and executed this seventeenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, between Charles Kelly, of the county of Independence, and 
Territory of Arkansas, of the one part, and Matthew Arbuckle, of the county of Crawford, and Territory 
afuresaid, of the other part, witnesseth, that the said Charles Kelly, for and in consideration of the sum 
of one thousand and four dollars and sixty-one cents, to him in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby 
acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, 
unto said Matthe WwW Arbue kle, his heirs and assigns, all those certain several tracts, pieces or parcels of 
land entered by said Charles Kelly, in the land office of Lawrence district, and known and described as 
follows, to wit: The west fractional half of the northwest fractional quarter of section thirty, the south- 
west fractional quarter of same section, all in township nine north, in range twenty-nine west; also the 
south half of section twenty-five; also the cast half of the northeast quarter of section thirty-six; also the 

east fractional half of section thirty-five; all in township nine north, in range thirty west, containing, in 
the whole, eight hundred and forty-five aren and sixty-nine hundredths a an acre, lying and being in 
said county of Crawford and Territory aforesaid; to have and to hold the above several described tracts 
of land to him, said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said Charles Kelly doth 
hereby covenant and bind himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, that he will make unto said 
Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns, a good and sufficient deed, in fee simple, of, in and to the above 
described tracts, pieces, or parcels of "land, whenever required so to do, after the issuing of the patent or 
patents therefor. 

In testimony whereof, the said Charles Kelly hath hereunto set his hand and seal, on the day and 


year first above written. 
CHARLES KELLY.  [seat.] 
Signed and delivered in presence of m 
T. Dickinson. 
Joun Nicks. 





This indenture, made and entered into this seventeenth day of February, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, between John Ringgold, of the county of Indepe mndence, and 
Territory of Arkansas, of the first part, and Matthew Arbuckle, of the second part, witnesseth, that the 
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said John Ringgold, for and in consideration of the sum of three hundred and eighty-two dollars, to him 
in hand paid, the receipt whereof I hereby acknowledge, hath granted, bargained, and sold, and by these 
presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto the said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns, all those 
several pieces and parcels of land, situate and lying in said county of Crawford, known and described as 
follows, to wit: The east half of the northwest quarter section thirty, in township nine north, range 
twenty-nine west; the west fractional part of the east fractional half (west of Sloo) section thirty, town- 
ship nine north, and range twenty-nine west; the west fractional part of the northwest fractional quarter 
of section thirty-one, township nine north, range twenty-nine west; and the fractional section twenty-six 
township nine north, and range thirty west, containing, in the whole, three hundred and twenty-one “acres 
and forty hundredths: to have and to hold the same described tracts or parcels of land, to him the said 
Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns forever, And the said John Ringgold covenants and binds 
himself, his heirs and assigns, to make, execute and deliver unto the said Arbuckle, his heirs or assigns 
such other or further deeds or conveyance as may be necessary to complete the title of him, the said 
Arbuckle, his heirs or assigns, of, in, and to the same, when required, so soon as the issuing of the patent 
thereof. 

In testimony whereof, the said John Ringgold hath set his hand and seal, on the day and year above 
mentioned. 

J. RINGGOLD. [seat.] 
Signed, sealed, and delivered in the presence of 
Joun RepMAN. 
G. C. Pickerr. 





This indenture, made and executed this seventeenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, between John McLaughlin, of the county of Crawford, and 
Territory of Arkansas, of the one part, and Matthew Arbuckle, of the same place, of the second part, 
witnesseth, that the said John McLaughlin, for and in consideration of the sum of three hundred and 
ninety dollars and forty-eight cents, to him in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, 
hath granted, bargained and sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain and sell, unto said Matthew 
Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns, all those certain several tracts, pieces or parcels, situate, lying and being 
in said county and Territory, and known and described as the west half of the northeast quarter, and the 
east half of the northwest quarter of section thirty-six, in township nine north, of range thirty west, 
containing one hundred and sixty acres; also the southwest fractional quarter of the same section, in 
same township and range, containing one hundred acres and thirty two hundredths of an acre, (which 
said several tracts of land were entered by me and in my name, in the land office of the Lawrence land 
district, in said Territory, under a Spanish confirmed claim;) to have and to hold the above described 
tracts, pieces, or parcels of land, to him, said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns forever. And 
the said John McLaughlin doth hereby covenant and bind himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
that he will make such other or further deed, or further conveyance, as may be necessary to complete 
and perfect. the title of him, said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns, of, in, and to, the described 
tracts of land, and every part and parcel thereof, so soon after the issuing of the patent therefor as may 


be required, 
JOHN McLAUGHLIN. [seat] 
Sealed and delivered in the presence of 
T. Dickinson. 
J. Rineco.n. 





This indenture, made and executed this fourteenth day of December, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-nine, between John C. Sumner, of the county of Crawford, and Ter- 
ritory of Arkansas, of the one part, and Matthew Arbuckle, of the same place, of the second part, 
witnesseth, that the said John C. Sumner, for and in consideration of the sum of four hundred and fifty 
dollars, to him in hand paid, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, hath granted, bargained, and 
sold, and by these presents doth grant, bargain, and sell, unto said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and 
assigns, all those certain several tracts, pieces, or parcels, situate, lying, and being in said county and 
Territory, and known and described as the south fractional part of the southeast fractional fourth (south 
of the Sloo) of section thirty-six, in township nine north, and range thirty west, containing twenty-eight 
acres and thirty-nine hundredths of an acre; also, the west fractional half of the southwest fractional 
fourth of section thirty-one, of township nine north, in range twenty-nine west, containing ninety-seven 
acres and thirteen hundredths of an acre: to have and to hold the above described tracts, pieces, or parcels 
of land, to him, said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns forever. And the said John C, Sumner 
doth hereby covenant and bind himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators, that he will make such 
other or further deed, or further conveyance, as may be necessary to complete and perfect the title of him, 
said Matthew Arbuckle, his heirs and assigns, of, in, and to the above described tract of land, and every 
part and parcel thereof, so soon after issuing of the patents therefor as may be required. 

In testimony whereof, the said John C. Sumner hath hereunto set his hand and seal, on the day and 


year first above written. 
JOHN C. SUMNER.  [seat.] 
Signed and delivered in presence of 
Joun Rocers. 
C. B. Witiixcnam. 
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APPLICATION OF ILLINOIS FOR PERMISSION TO TAX LANDS SOLD BY THE UNITED 
STATES IN HER LIMITS FROM THE TIME OF SALE. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 25, 1835. 


Resolved by the senate and the house of representatives of the State of Mlinois, That our senators and 
representatives in Congress be requested to use their influence to procure the consent of the Congress of 
the United States to rescind so much of the compact between this State and the United States as prohibits 
this State from taxing land sold in it by the United States for five years from and after the time of such 
sale. 

JAMES SEMPLE, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
A. M. JENKINS, Speaker of the Senate. 





23n Concress. ] No. 1331. [2p Sesston, 











APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR A GRANT OF LAND FOR A CANAL IN THE VALLEY OF 
THE WHITE RIVER. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 25, 18305. 
A MEMORIAL AND JOINT RESOLUTION to the Congress of the United States. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives in Congress assembled: 

Your memorialists, the general assembly of the State of Indiana, 
ResPECTFULLY REPRESENT: 

That a canal, connecting the Wabash and Erie canal with the valley of White river, at some eligible 
point north of Indianapolis, and thence down said White river to its junction with the Wabash, or to 
some eligible point on the Ohio river, would, in the opinion of your memorialists, be of common impor- 
tance to the people of the United States, as well as those of Indiana, as well for national as local pur- 
poses, and as well to facilitate commerce as to provide for the national defence; and would, therefore, 
beg leave to call the attention of the national authorities to the expediency of appropriating a suitable 
portion of the public lands in this State to the construction of the same. Arguments to prove the 
advantages of internal improvements such as here contemplated to the general government, as well as to 
this State, are deemed unnecessary in addressing your enlightened body, on a subject so well understood 
by the American people as the one under consideration. In adverting to the public lands within the 
limits of the State as a source of means to aid internal improvements now, as formerly, the general 
assembly must strenuously contend that the principles of State equality, plainly recognized in the Con- 
stitution of the United States, present to us high and reasonable ground to occupy, in soliciting the 
application of a considerable portion of them to uses in which there must be a mutual participation of 
advantages on the part of the whole confederacy, as well as en ours. In presenting the present work 
to the view of Congress, it is only necessary to look at the map of the State, and the course of rivers, 
to be forcibly struck with the conviction that the general government must, in the event of its comple- 
tion, be a large participator in the benefits resulting from the construction of such a canal in peace, and 
more especially in war. It will constitute a lateral arm of the great Wabash and Erie canal, reaching 
south as far as the seat of government in Indiana, or further, and penetrating a rich and flourishing 
country, to at least the great thoroughfare of the nation designed for the march of armies, as well as the 
advancement of commerce. As therefore, we consider this as but a continuation of the Wabash and 
Erie canal, and intended to enlarge its benefits and profits both to the State and nation, we are induced to 
pray your honorable body to place this work on the same footing, as to the amount of land to be granted, 
as the said Wabash and Erie canal, except that we may for this object, owing to the quantity of land 
sold on its contemplated route, be compelled to receive a quantity of land elsewhere than contiguous to 
the line of the canal, in such cases when it cannot be purchased in the immediate vicinity on either side. 

Resolved, by the general assembty of the State of Indiana, That our senators in Congress be, and they are 
hereby instructed, and our representatives earnestly requested to use every becoming exertion to obtain 
of the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States in Congress assembled, an appropriation 
of land equal to five sections to each mile of canal, to be selected as in the foregoing memorial contem- 
plated, to aid in the construction of the aforesaid canal. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to transmit a copy of the foregoing memo- 
rial and joint resolution to each of our senators and representatives in Congress as speedily as possible. 

JAMES GREGORY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID WALLACE, President of the Senate. 
Approved February 7th, 1835. 
N. Nos.e. 
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3p Conaress. ] No 1332. [2p SESSION. 





APPLICATION OF INDIANA FOR PERMISSION TO PURCHASE CERTAIN LANDS IN THAT 
STATE AT REDUCED PRICES. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE FEBRUARY 25, 1835. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States, in Congress assembled: 


The memorial of the general assembly of the State of Indiana respectfully represents, That there is 
a large tract of land that belongs to the United States that lies in this State, between Munceytown, in 
Delaware county, and Michigan city, in Laporte county; and that a part of this land has been in market 
for eleven years, and remains unsold, and of no use to the United States; and that it is, most of it, so 
remote from navigable streams that would enable the agriculturist to convey his produce to a market, 
that there is but little inducement for emigrants to settle in this region of country. And as it is the 
interest and correct policy of the State to encourage the settlement of her whole territory with an indus- 
trious and enterprising agricultural people, and it would be a great inducement to the immediate settle- 
ment of the country, and afford great facilities to the citizens of this State, by the construction of a rail- 
road or canal from Munceytown to Fort Wayne, and from thence to Michig: in city; and as, by the con- 
struction of said road, it would at once enhance the value of said lands through which said road or canal 
would pass, and those lying contiguous thereto, to an amount, as is believed, sufficient to defray the 
expense of constructing said road or canal, w hich would be alike advantageous to the United States and 
this State: Therefore, 

Resolved, That our senators in Congress be instructed, and our representatives requested to use 
their exertions to procure the passage of a law giving Indiana the right to purchase, by an agent °‘e 
may appoint for that purpose, of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, on a credit of not less than 
five years, and ata price not to exceed fifty cents per acre, a strip of land ten miles in width, from 
Munceytown, in Delaware county, to Fort Wayne, in Allen county, and from thence to Michigan city, in 
Laporte county: the proceeds of the sales of said lands, after paying the cost, to be applied - to the con- 
struction of a railroad or canal on said route. 

Resolved, That his excellency the governor be requested to forward copies of the foregoing memorial 
and resolution to each of our senators and representatives in Congress. 

JAMES GREGORY, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
DAVID WALLACE, President of the Senate. 
Approved February 7, 1835. 
N. Noss. 





23p Conaress. | No. 1338. [2p Session. 








LAND CLAIMS IN THE VINCENNES LAND DISTRICT IN INDIANA. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 24, 1835. 


. 


Treasury Department, February 23, 1835. 
Sir: In obedience to a resolution adopted by the House of Representatives on the 11th December last, 
calling for certain information in relation to land claims in the Vincennes land district in the State of 
Indiana, I have the honor herewith to transmit to the House of Representatives a report from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, and the documents accompanying that report. 
The cause of the delay in replying to this call of the House will be perceived from the accompanying 
letters, marked X, Y, and Z. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Joun Bett, Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





X. 


House or Representatives, February 16, 1835. 


Sir: Some weeks ago a resoltition Was adopted in this House requiring con information in relation 
to land claims in the Vineennes land district, Indiana, particularly specified therein; I beg leave to 
inquire at what period an answer may be expected? 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JNO. EWING. 
Hon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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 # 
Treasury Department, February 17, 1835. 
Sir: In reply to your letter of yesterday, I have the honor to inform you that the resolution which 
you mention as having passed the House of Representatives, in relation to land claims in the Vincennes 
land district, has never been received at this department or it would have been attended to. I have 
caused an examination to be made of the printed journal of the House, and have referred this day a copy 
of the resolution, taken therefrom, to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, whose report, when 
received, shall be transmitted to the House of Representatives. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
LEVI WOODBURY, Secretary of the Treasury. 
Hon. Jonn Ewrne, House of Representatives. 





Generat Lanp Orrice, February 17, 1835. 
Sir: I have the honor to return the letter of Mr. Ewing, referred by you to this office, and to state 
that no resolution of the House of Representatives, of the character mentioned by him, has been received 
at this office during the present session. 


With great respect, sir, your obedient servant, ELIJAH HAYWARD. 


Hon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Generat Lanp Orrice, February 21, 1835. 

Sir: The resolution of the House of Representatives which appears by their printed journal to have 
been passed on the 11th of December last, by which the Secretary of the Treasury is directed “ to trans- 
mit, or cause to be transmitted, to this House, a list of all such land claims heretofore noted by, or pre- 
sented to, the commissioners authorized to receive and adjust the same, as may have been decided un- 
favorably, or the decision thereupon suspended, or favorably decided, and not yet satisfied, in the 
Vincennes land district, with the foundation of the claims, and the decisions in brief, and such docu- 
ments in relation to the subject-matter as he may control and deem proper;” having been referred by 
you to this office on the 17th instant, I have the honor to state, that, as it is not now practicable to have 
the particular lists and decisions, referred to in the resolution, copied in time for any action thereon by 
Congress at their present session, in case such action is desired, I have the honor to transmit, herewith, 
a bound volume, containing copies of the reports made by the commissioners at Vincennes, upon claims 
to land, and beg leave to refer to the following documents in that volume as furnishing all the informa- 
tion, so far as is known to this office, required by the resolution, viz: 

In the report of the commissioners dated 25th March, 1806, under the act of the 26th March, 1804. 

Document E, ‘a report on land claims rejected on their merits.” 

Document F, ‘‘claims rejected for want of evidence.” 

Document G, ‘‘cases not embraced by any act of Congress,” with the exception of “ No. 3,” being 
claims to the ‘upper prairie,” which is confirmed by the 3d section of the act of the 3d March, 1807. 

Document H, “special cases,’”’ with the exception of the claim of ‘‘ Angelique Racine, as heir to her 
father Francois.” 

It is proper to state that in a letter from the commissioners at Vincennes, dated the 27th November, 
1806, purporting to transmit certain papers, it is said that ‘‘the paper entitled supplement E, contains 
certain rejections made since our report of March 25, 1806,” and that ‘‘the paper entitled supplement to 
No. 1, of document H, contains a further illustration of the case of Henry Vanderburg, Esq.,’”’ but that 
those papers are not to be found on the files of this office. 

In the report of the commissioners, dated 27th May, 1812, under the act of the 30th April, 1810, viz: 

Document A, ‘claims not embraced by the act of 30th April.” 

Document B, “claims in support of which no evidence has been produced.” 

Document C, ‘claims heretofore exhibited to the former commissioners, &c. 

Document F, ‘claims which have been rejected on their merits.” 

As the volume now transmitted should be preserved among the files of this office, it being the only 
copy in this office of those reports, I must beg leave to request that it may be returned, so soon as it may 
not be needed for the purpose of legislation. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 

Hon. Levi Woopsury, Secretary of the Treasury. 





Commissioners’ Orricr, Vincennes, March 25, 1806. 

Sir: The commissioners for examining claims to land in the district of Vincennes, in pursuance of 
the act of Congress of 26th March, 1804, entitled ‘An act making provision for the disposal of the public 
land, in the Indiana Territory, and for other purposes,’’? beg leave to report: 

That they have arranged the said claims under the three following heads. 

Ist. Those which have been decided on and confirmed by the governors. 

2d. Those which have not been decided on by the governors. 
3d. Those which are not embraced by any act of Congress. 
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The first class is again subdivided into: 1. Claims founded under ancient grants or possessions, 
under the French or British governments; 2. Claims founded on supposed grants, from the courts; 3. To 
the donations of 400 acres, as heads of families, on or before the year 1783; 4. Claims to the donation 
of 100 acres, as militia men, enrolled in the militia on the first day of August, 1790, and had done 
militia duty. 

The powers of the governors to confirm or to grant lands being vested in them by law, the commis- 
sioners have accordingly considered their grants, or confirmations, except in one solitary instance, 
explained in document H, No. 1, where the grant appears to have been surreptitiously obtained, and suf- 
ficient evidence of title. 

In the confirmations made by the governors, it has not always been practicable to distinguish those 
founded upon French or British grants, and possessions, from those made in virtue of court ‘deeds, and 
improvements; the commissioners, therefore, have been obliged to consolidate the claims of the first and 
second class, under one head, in document marked A, which contains the names of the original claimants, 
the quantity confirmed to each, and the names of those who have entered their claims thereto with the 
register, as assignees or otherwise. 

The document marked B contains: Ist. The names of those heads of families who were entitled 
to the donation of 400 acres, to whom or to whose assignees the same are respectively granted by 
the governors; 2d. The number of the tract allotted to each; 3d. The names of the present claimants. 

“Lhe first column of document marked € contains the names of the militia men, originally entitled 
to the donation of one hundred acres; the figures in the second column denote the number of the tract 
allotted to each in the general militia donation on the south side of White river; and where there are 
no such figures, the different donees have, by permission of the governors, had their respective tracts 
surveyed or located on their improvements; ‘and the third column contains the names of the present 
claimants. 

The second class admits of a similar subdivision. 

Document D contains a list of the confirmations made by the commissioners, exhibiting under the 
different columns the names of the persons originally entitled, the quantity claimed, the present claim- 
ants, the quantity confirmed, and the names of those to whom confirmed. 

‘Document E contains the re jected claims, the substance of the evidence adduced in their support, 
together with the commissioners’ remarks thereon. 

Document F is a list of claims, in support of which no evidence has been exhibited, and have conse- 
quently been rejected. 

To the third class belong claims founded upon Indian purchases, and unusual grants made by the court. 

Document G contains those species of claims, observations thereon, and rejections of the same. 

Document H contains special cases. 

Document I is a plat as well of the tracts confirmed by the governors in the upper prairie, with the 
continuation thereof, claimed under purchases from Indians, as of the 150 acres granted by the act of 
March 3d, 1791, to the several persons then in possession thereof. 

The commissioners beg leave to observe, that from about the end of the year 1785, until about two 
years after the treaty of “Gree ville, the country about Vincennes, completely surrounded by hostile 
Indian tribes, and cut off from every means of re ‘lief, was placed in a situation highly dangerous; that 
the attempts to form settlements and make improvements were faint, hazardous, and most generally 
frustrated; they are therefore sensible, that, bound as they were by the act of 1791, to confirm no claim 
of that description except such as had been actually improved and cultivated, their decisions made 
conformable to that principle must be severe and bear hard upon numbers of individuals, who have 
remained ever since in the country, and have yielded only to the imperious necessity either of exposing 
themselves to savage barbarity, or of abandoning their lands, which they could neither cultivate nor 
defend. To these observations it may be added that even when cultivation has been proved, it was 
not, in most cases that have come before them, of such a nature as to bring them strictly within the 
full meaning of actual improvement and cultivation, by which Congress seems to have meant the 
necessary work to support a family; this, under the circumstances above related, but very few were 
able to do. Consequently, the line of distinction between improvements attended with or without 
cultivation, is too minute to distinguish them from each other in as satisfactory a manner as could be 
wished. 

The improvements and cultivation made on those few spots where forts or stations had been erected, 
and where the harassed inhabitants were obliged to take shelter, are almost the only ones that can come 
within the full meaning of the act: thus, besides the advantages the owners of those places obtained in 
point of security, they derived from the labors of their less fortunate neighbors a better claim to their 
respective lands. 

In one instance alone have they departed from the general principle which has governed them in 
their decisions; namely, that of William Shannon, assignee of John Howell, wherein ‘the land claimed 
has been confirmed (for want of a regular chain of transfers being exhibited) to the heirs or assigns of 
John Howell, the original claimant, on proof being made of the building of a house, actual residence, 
and establishment of a tan yard. 

They considered the importance of those improvements, though not attended with cultivation, as 
bringing their case within the equitable powers vested in them by law. 

Some few notices were filed with the register, by the representatives of deceased persons, who 
claimed militia donations under the act of 1791. On examining the evidence, it appeared that the per- 
sons under whose rights the claims were made, were dead before Ist August, 1790, although they were 
of full age at the time of their death, and duly enrolled in the militia. Even some instances may be 
cited of persons having been killed by Indians in defence of the country, and have never received any 
donation of land from the United States. The commissioners, had it been in their power, would have 
confirmed 100 acres to each of those claimants, but as the law is positive that they must have been 
enrolled on the Ist of August, 1790, they were oblige d to reject their claims. 

All which is respectfully submitted, by your obedient servants, 

JOHN BADOLLET, 
NATH’L EWING, 
Commissioners. 
The Hon. Aubert Gauiatin, Secretary of the Treasury. 
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A. 


This document missing when this copy was made. 


A list of the donations of four hundred acres of land, given to the heads of families in Vincennes, in the 
year 1783, with the names of the present claimants and the number of the lot drawn by each, as laid off 


by order of the governors. 


The first column of the following table contains the names of the several persons to whom donations 
of four hundred acres each, of land, were given by the resolve and act of Congress of the 29th August, 
1788, and 3d of March, 1791, as heads of families in Vincennes, on or before the year 1783; and which, 
conformably to the directions of the said resolve, have, by the different governors, been allotted and laid 
out to each of them. The second column contains the number of the tract so allotted to each; and the 
third column contains the names of the several persons who have entered the same in the register’s office, 


as present claimants. 





RIGHTS CONFIRMED BY GOVERNORS, 


B. 





Original donees. 


Present claimants. 





André, Joseph... .cccccececcecees 
Se eee er ee ree re eee 
Astrus, called Guignolet, Alexis.... 
Dordelnks, TAGE. oss sscccceccess 
Barrois, Frangois, jr.......ccceees 


Boneaw, Jean Baptiste...... esee- 
Barrois, Jean Baptiste............ 
PN SEs ovina vse scsansess 


PN, PNUD atse se cwcsndoseas 
Brovillet, Michel, sr......seccsees 


Bequet, Pierre.......ccccsceccees 


Binet, Jean Baptiste........eeeee 
Briquet dit St. Dizier, André....... 
Bequet, Jacqués, heirs......+++06 
Boton, Gabriel...csoscscocesvcces 
Barry, Francois... ..cccsccccsscees 
ON, WENO ons cenwcsnceseces 
NC hob cewe seeds veda neee 
PORPNE, TUNIS con ciccsocecvercves 
Bomene, CHATS. osccccseccavscces 
Bergeron, Louis......cccsscsceees 
Bosseron, Jean Baptiste’s heirs..... 
Bolon, Gabriel, jr......ceescsccees 
Bergand, Dominique........+++e+- 
Barrois, Francois, sr......eeeeeees 
Demadon, Laurent... ....6sseccsee0 
Bazinette, Francis’ widow........+. 
omtier, Vital .... .cssscecsercess 
Bergand, Charies......csccccossses 
Boyer, Louis’ widow.......e+e+ee0+ 
Boydeleau, Antoine.......eeeeeees 
Boyer, Louis, jr....-eccscccescees 
Baillarjon, Nicholas.........eeeee- 
Brouillet, Frangois......+.+e+eee0+ 
Bosseron, Frangois ......+eeeeeees 
Barron, Pierre’s heirs..........e¢% 
Breton dit St. Martin, Jean Baptiste 
Coder, Pierre’s widow......e+-+e0- 
Coder, Frangois......eeeseeeeeees 
Chapton, Jean Baptiste..........+. 
Crely, Jerome....cscccccccccveces 
PRO TINE. occ cccsdscndnses 


Cardinal, Jean Baptise.... 


Cardinal, Jacque......cccccecsoes 
Cormoger, Pierre... .o.scscccecsces 
ere er ere 
ON, PRO ic cscs sesewsesenes 
Carron, Jean Baptiste............. 
Conger, Jonpthen.. ..0........+> Ke 








Number. 

> 28 
: 37 
‘ 118 
; 20 
‘ 7 
‘ 169 
: 166 
: 1 
_ 116 
. 14 
‘ 194 
; 5 
‘ 216 
: 245 
a 227 
;: 171 
‘ 209 
s 184 
. 182 
; 89 
5 34 
% 215 
5 214 
; 174 
; 29 
; 213 
‘ 146 
: 132 
‘ 152 
‘ 108 
i 102 
; 73 
. 55 
ee 83 
. 151 
‘ 225 
; 173 
‘ 42 
; 211 
‘ 230 
. 212 
‘ 238 
‘ 157 
; 9 
; 40 
; 226 
5 67 
; 178 
; 162 


Noah Purcell. 

Patrick Simpson. 

Zachariah Mills. 

George McClure. 

Kphraim Jordan, 

i 225 Jacob, Joseph & Dorothy Pancake. 


175 Simon Vanorsdall. 

Anthony Junkins’ heirs. 

( 300 Patrick Simpson. 

{100 John Small. 

Patrick Simpson. 

Louis Nicholas Fortin. 

( 1334 Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
1334 Henry Vandenburgh. 
1334 not entered with register. 

James Johnson, Esq. 

Toussaint Dubois. 

George Walbace, jr. ' 

William Clarke’s heirs. 

Thomas Coulter. 

William McIntosh. 

Henry Vandenburgh. 

do 
Richard Pollard. 

Jonathan Purcell. 

Heirs of Jean Baptiste Bosseron. 

Robert Buntin. 

William Wells. 

Nathaniel Ewing. 

do 
Frangois Vigo. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
| do 
do 
do 

Dubois & Marchal, in trust. 

Samuel McConnell. 

Jeremiah Davidson. 

William Welton. 

Jonathan Marney. 

John D. Hay. 

Antoine Marchal. 

Abraham Fry Snapp. 

{ Peyton Short, 100, one of the heirs of 

{ donee, disputed. 

William Henry Harrison. 

Samuel McKee. 

Henry Vandenburgh. 

| Simon Gonzales. 

| William Wells. 

do 
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B.—Continued. 
Original donees. Number. Present claimants. 

Chertiet, JOGO 66 scene scesseccrsessecccess er 154 | Frangois Vigo. 
Chabot, Joseplin..esscecsccccces éeoene es er 96 do 
Caty, Antoine.......ee....- Seseseccces ses 103 do 
Chapard, Nicholas...... idee ST eT ee TT Te ieee’ 106 do 

Jompagnotte, Francois. .....ecccecccccvccsceces 59 do 
Charbonneau, Jacob.......0..-05 CACM ORR ee REED 58 do 
Chartier, Jean Baptiste............... errs 127 do 
Charpentier, Jean......... sie esas ereerer st 46 do 
Cardinal, Nicholas’ widow. .....2..ssee- oer ret 101 | Manuel Liza. 

; bash diate 2662 Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
Chapard, Marie Claire......scccccvccccccscccvees 190 1331 not entered with register. 
Custo, Gabriel ....... (ctessesesesevercessccess fetes, Wilkow Ballitt. p 
D'Amour, Jean Baptiste .......ccccccccccccccvees 181 | Samuel Thompson. 


Derozier, Bonaventure,.......66. 
Danis, HONPC..6 60s .cccs neers 


Dugal, Antoine.......sccccceees 
Darguiller, Pierre.... 


eervrereee 


Delaurier, Rene Frangois.......... 


Dagenet, Ambrose’s widow.... 
Duchesne, Jean Baptiste......... 


Dunmay, Amable’s widow....... 


Delaurier, Jean Baptiste...... eee 
Denoyon, ‘Toussaint’s widow..... 
Ditard, Nic holas.. % ‘a 


Duclevoir dit La Chine, ‘Charles. “a 
Die, FOR ss 62 5c6c0s000esers 
Drouct dit Richarville, Antoine... 
Delisle, AMADIS. ..22.cccrcccecs 


Damais, Ambroise. ..ocsscscccess 


Denoyon, Jean Louis.......e000 
Deuigent, Louis. ...cscccscccens 


NE, We EE ho 6 oda Ke arenes enue 


De Hetve, WHtew . osc cccccssces 
Dalton, Valentine Thomas....... 
Dagené, Joseph......ccceceee 


eooeereeeeeeesesee 


ee . eeereeeeees 
ee . e@oeseeveeves 
ee . eeee 7 


eoereeeeeeeeeesens 


eeeoseeeeeeeeeeen 


Dutremble dit Lafleur, Jean Baptiste. . Phase mann oes 


Denoyon, Louis’ whew . tsirciots 


Delisle, Charles. ee eee Cee eT ee 


Danis, Jacques,....sccccccccccvescccsccece ere 
Dubois, Jean Baptiste...........006. oe ccreccces 
De Cherie, JOCC as. si aaccsecsccccscceceves 
Derousse, Frangois......... errr ‘beet einoeen 
Dagneau, Pierre...... TreTT TTT. (eave ew eens 
Dappron, Guillaume’s WidoW......cccscessees eta 
Danis, Ant0in€...ccccecccecccrececees eecceceses 


Dielle, Charles........cccccssees 
Edeline, Louis... eooereeveereeee eee 


Etienne, Jacque....ccccccccceees 


Fouché, Bonaventure........+... 


Garcis, John....csscssscccsceces 


Gagnicr, Louis......eseeeeeeees 


Guignelet, Jean. ...ccsescccceee 


Grader, HONG. .cccccccccsess sonke 


Goder, Toussaint. ......cccccees 
Gameline, Pierre.....-ceecseeee 


Goder, Lowis ......cesscvccsccee 


Gameline, Paul........ oer 
Guion, Pierre.......ceeeeseeees 


Gilbert, Pierre... ....cccsccccoececes 


eeoereerereereseeees 


ese ee eee eee 
eee e@eee eee 
eoeee eoeeree e 
. eee . ee 
eeeeeveee eee 
eee eeeeee eerese 


Goder, Frangois...ceceeceeeeeccessereverceceecs 


Guielle, Charles.......sseeeeeees 


Guarguipie, Amable ....ccccsoee 
Grimarre, Pierre’s widow. “eae 
Gameline, AMEOINE 20. ccccccvees 
Guilbaut, Charles .... 
Hunot, Toussaint’s heirs........ 


Hamelin, Joseph .......eeeee sees 


Hasselin, Joseph.....eeeeeeeees 


eeeereeeereeers 


eevee eeeee eee eee 


eevee eeveree eee ee 


eooerrvreee eoeeeeevecese 
° . eee eeee 
eevee ee eeervee 





115 


4] 

54 
156 
232 
119 
219 
186 
193 
210 
130 
192 
162 
149 
142 
133 
109 
100 


107 
140 
126 
62 
15 


196 
242 





John McClure. 

100 John McClure. 
‘ene Patrick Simpson, 
Thomas Jones. 

~ do 
do 


Heirs Paul and Margaret Gamelin. 


John McCoy. 

300 Isaac Westfall. 

i 100 Ephraim Jordan. 
Isaac Westfall. 
Patrick Simpson. 
William Henry Harrison. 
Toussaint Dubois. 
George Fidler. 
Antoine Drouet. 
Thomas Jones. 
James Reed. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Zachariah Mills. 
Samuel Baird. 
Robert Buntin. 
John Rice Jones. 
William McIntosh. 
Toussaint Bubois. 
Francois Vigo. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Not entered with register. 
Isaac Westfall. 
Joseph Van Metre. 
Toussaint Dubois. 

200 Laurent Bazadon. 
| 200 William Bullitt. 

200 Henry Barkham. 

100 Louis Reel. 

100 John Hickston. 
Robert Bairol. 
William Snidee. 
William Morrison’s heirs. 
Peyton Short. 

Jessie and Abijah Hunt. 
William H. Harrison. 
Henry Vandenburgh. 

100 Simon Gouzalias. 
(300 Frangois Vigo. 
Frangois Vigo, 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
Richard Pollard. 


Abraham Brinker. 
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nl 























Original donces. | Number. | Present claimants. 
Harpin, Jean Baptiste ......0.ccosesccscccsccoes| 137 | Frangois Vigo. 
i Meee ore TT TTT ere TT TET TEE | 160 | +e 
, | § 227 Patrick Simpson. 
Hunot, Joseph, sr... ....cccccccccsccrcsescescces 148 | | 173 Jeremiah Dives, 
Hamilton, William .... .....0.0. jeecvercengel 16 | Not entered with register. 
Joyalle, Jean Baptiste ........ecccccecccecccccs| 33 Jonathan Purcell. 
Johnston, Bdward.....ccccccsccccscsesccvccsses 87 | John Mills’ heirs. 
Joseph, Michel André....... were r eer Te Tre ees 121 | Isaac Westfall. 
Lacoste dit Languedoc, Charles. .....+.eeeeeeeece! 30 | William Welton. 
SE PON 56s a cence ince soa Weed Kiebn| 6 | peony enn — 
; | (308 William McClure. 
Legarde, Jean, Widow Of. ..seeeeeseeceeereeeeees 24 | | 4 Psdanerae agent. 
BMforieat, Pill... .ccccvcssvccssccscscccsesces 93 | Henry Hurst. 
er rer eer rer res rere Pere ee ; 203 | John Ockittre. 
ee ANE BOWIE oa od vce cess dvededecees 68 | Isaac Westfall. 
Lafleur, Frangois.......... oe ese erssesesees 180 | Abraham Fry Snap. 
Legrand, Gabricl’s widow............... peeceweel 75 | Patrick Simpson. 
Lacoste dit Languedoc, André ..........eee00e a 114 | do 
Sy OPE Oe, AMMNNE S WOW so oc ccc cscoscsccccscss| 38 | do 
Lamoureux, Joseph. ...c.cccccccccssesscccccccens 185 | Peyton Short. 
Lamothe dit Cochon Jacque. .....eeeeeceeeeeeeees 69 | Toussaint Dubois. 
MOM RORG, PRRBOGIS oo ic ce ccccccdccsecscwsecess 80 | do 
PRUE, TUUMBR . ss 4 voce senses ccsevesswsesnes | 204 | William MeIntosh. 
Labuxiere, Genevieve, WidOW........500. ers 17 | do 
RR TOPOIK, DACHUE 66 ods scscccces reer rer tee ee 22 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
Languedoc, Barbe Durand, Widow .......eeee cree) 223 | do 
ee eee POT CP ETO EET CTC T CTU CE TTT T ETT 76 | Samuel Baird. 
a re udtetdewseredel 135 do 
SN, WES vas cvcevenneceecessvs pad “| 236 | John Edgar. 
tse a cei e Lge beewan pont 2 | John Small. 
EN iis cctbencaddneeWPendenseeeenc] 239 | do 
POOR ios cee seco iesed ces seesecel 243 | George Wallace, jr. & Co. 
ee TTT CCC ETT eee TE TET 150 |) Antoine Lunsford’s heirs. 
Legras, Philip M., widow of .....0ccsccsseccssoce! 94 | Frangois Vigo. 
Leveron dit Metteye, Joseph. ........escceccesees| 158 | Francois Vigo, and the heirs. 
Latrimouille, Jacque ........... Peer e eT eT TY 99 | do 
Lognon, Joseph, ....ccccccesscccscccccesces 113 | do 
Lafontaine, Jean Baptiste’s WiIdOW..... cece eee eee 70 | do 
ORY, TG ini ks 66 sce conden secs seri edesssses 104 Not entered with register. 
Labelle, Joseph. .....sceccccccccscccscccscesens 198 | do 
Lefevere, Antoine’s heirs.........0...06. banensseianiliiiiti: § roc wy shane McIntosh. 
F | om 7 200 William Bullitt. 
co ee ee ay | 43 | Laurent Bazadon. 
Milliet, Jean Baptiste... ...cceccscccccsccccccece 23 | Matthias Rose. 
SN AG kab DOSCRDAASCEN ESSE SER ONIEC ROOMS COONS 161 | John Westfall. 
Mallet, Frangois .......eee ces ece ec ceeeeeceeceeel 53 | Isaac Westfall. 
BEML, PURI 2 ob kc cscscecctesnscseesiscvcsccses| 141 | Patrick Simpson. 
Magnant, Germain, Widow ......0ecccceeecceccce! 207 | Louis Nicholas Fortin. 
a NE ks canbe have eescews be diem tienes 84 |, John Armstrong. 
eee ee eer eT re rrr ere .| 241 | Laurent Bazadon. 
Marie, Antoine. .......cccsssosessesessescesssce| 81 | Richard Pollard. 
Mangen, Jean Baptiste .......ccccccccccccccsece| 12 | Jonathan Pureel. 
Montplaisir, André .........ccccessccesscscccces| 124 | Samuel Baird. 
Maisonville, Joseph. .......cccccccccsccccccceces| 201 | Abraham Brinker. 
NT SREGUIN, 6b r 6 oe ose 6s OOS SKS OOM aes .| 199 | do 
ST OD Naha bh Wes user based eSew dares A 18 |) Hugh Knox. 
EOP OROEE PC TCC CECT CETTE TE Te), 91 | Frederick Mehl. 
NE CONS bs donk edb sdid dred eseteare ceeees] 134 | Francois Vigo. 
PPE, PW UEEES Svc cen cc ades heed CR dd Scere cores 50 do 
Ce eee TCT TT re TT eee Tee 147 do 
ed SEU T TTT E CCT ECU STITT ETT 172 | Moses Decker, jr. & Isaac Harness. 
—_ oe og» | § 300 Michel Neau’s heirs. 
| re ee rer rs 27 | i 100 Williai Morrison. 
Quillette, Jean Baptiste......sscecccccccsccosens 105 | Robert Buntin. 
Nh teh ck eevednnrsKieswnsunens 929 | J pn saponeers ger i 
| 150 not entered with register. 
cde a pec beni sbRNRGe dead eeuwne 111 | Isaac Westfall. 
Re ees 57 | Patrick Simpson. 
ee re eer eer ere 244 | Jeremiah Claypole. 
en oe eee eee vo | § Willian McIntosh. 
oe a ee rer 86 Witiine ant Ponuitatwies. 
FP Mirek ce ike sav edscscenscecsssee ns 45 i Mesto: reiga 
Trangois Vigo. 
POG, PRUNES BOR. 660i deesdnicennscosenes 235 | Henry Vanderburg. 
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Original donees. 


‘Number. 





Present claimants. 





Pancton, BCR... 6. .cscccessces 
Perthuit, Widow ....... 


Pluchorn, Joseph’s heirs.........24. 


Payette, Guillaume....... 
ae a 


ooereeeere 


oe ae 


Racine, dit St. Maria, Jean Baptiste 


206 
202 
208 


oe eee Tes 
pe thekuats 237 | 
| 
hime wae 
| 
| 


ie 2) 
i) 


| 

Peltier, Andre's Widow. ..060.6.0005.00005 errs 144 | 
Peltier, Frangois’ widow ........+sccccecees eee 145 | 
PO: PANNE s 6k-655 cao seeeseveaeses rer ere 17 | 
Philibert dit Orleans, Etienne’s widow............ 143 | 
eg a re ee re | 44 | 
Perodo, Joseph.......ccsscecsccccccsccscsvecese| 63 | 
Querre, Pierre... ...ccccscsccccevecesscccecesees| T4 | 
Reneault dit Delaurier, Louis..........-cseccceces| 3 | 

| 

| 


ied, WOW 6 on civccccccccrins 
Racine, Francois. ......cccssseeee 
Roy, André, jr...ccceccccccvccees 
Roy, ANAré, SP.ceccrecccecccsvecs 
RenNW, AMOI: «ocd ceciccesces 
Rimbault, Pierre...... 
Richard, Jean Baptiste.........6+- 
Riendo, Jacque.....cseceseccesees 
gS ee eee 
Renger, Pierre... .csceescccsecees 
Raux, Joseph....... 
Roussiant, Frangois.........seeee 
Rowssault, Lotte... .oscscccccescce 


eevee eeeee 


Rawalet, Louis.. eoeoerereeereeereeeere 


Racine dit St. Marie, Jean Baptiste.. 


Rouse, Joseph........eceeeeeevecs 
St. Marie, Joseph........eeeeeeeee 
St. Maric, Frangois.......-sseseee 


Seguin dit Guignolet, Louis........ 


St. Marie, Etienne. ....00rcccceces 
St. Aubin, Jean Baptiste........... 
St. Marie, Joseph, sr........ 
Stone, Widow ....... 
St. Marie Racine, Pierre and Andre. 
Sabotl, JOSepM. sos ccvcesscccesese 
Stantier, OHV. .scvsceccceccess 
Tivebaugh, Jacob........se0. 


eoereeeeeeeee 


Tougas, Joseph. .......ccccecseces 


TO: DOM 666s kaa sccrrdnnees 


Tonton, Frangois..... 
Tougas, Jean Baptiste.........ee- 
ry ° | ® 

Turpin, Frangois......e.0 seeeees 


Urno Frangois......2.ccsccvesceess 
Vaudry, Jean Baptiste, jr.......- = 
Vaudry, Jean Baptiste, sr.......-- 
Vandry, Antoitie........ccccceeeee 
Wane, ASAE. 22... 000000 pene 


Vigo, Frameots....scccavccescesses 


Valeourt, Widow..... ‘a 


Villeraye, Jean Baptiste.........-- 


Vachette, Pierre’s heirs .........+. 
Vachette, Frangois........... ee 
Valiquette, Frangois.......... ee 
Vileneuve, Charles......... Senne 


Villaret, Jean Baptiste..... “rneeas 


7 =F 
aT 


° 

. 

. 

. 

. 

° 

. 

. 

. 

° 

. 

. 

° 

. 
SoS SS 

4 

Co = 


PRS a kath 29 
ere 35 
Beis Aad d ani 195 
ema «aa 
Sass — 188 
teen eee 217 





117 
129 


SICH 26 


Pectewtueas iia 
he eres 92 
Ce hres ie Rice 71 
IT 95 
BS la te a | 56 
irceeest we 

| 
a ae. 

' 

' 


eeeeeeeeneesee eee 72 
ai ala antl tages 5Q | 


bo 
—) 
—] 





ci 
I 





a 
© 
ot 


i aealnecd hit 60 
RR ee 164 
OR Ai tebe S 122 
er rascal 218 | 


Syanahelene iviecsue 136 
mms ie 
eee ae 
nba seientaomanenatel 66 
ab Gilisstiinmteneantcoa! 231 
er prihieasoel 36 
ee rere eee 240 | 
Rikiacaaeitete Lie ere 170 
siaastanev wus eeslereicue 228 


| 
| 
| 


Henry Vanderburgh. 
Samuel Blaird. 
do 
William Wells. 
Frangois Vigo. 
(200 John Rice Jones. 
200 Samuel Means. 
James O'Hara. 
Frangois Vigo. 
do 
do 
do 
Manuel Liza. 
Frangois Vigo. 
William Welton. 
( 300 Noah Spears. 
{100 Daniel Black. 
John and Jacob Anthis. 
Patrick Simpson. 
William H. Harrison, 
William McIntosh. 
do 
do 
Wenry Vanderburgh, 
Robert Buntin. 
Frangois Vigo, 
do 
do 
do 
do 
( 200 James Scott. 
{200 Abraham Fry Snapp, 
Not entered with register. 
do 
Isaac Westfall. 
Abraham Fry Snapp. 
( 200 William MelIntosh. 
100 Henry Vanderburgh, 
100 General W. Johnston. 


| Abraham Stipp. 

| Peyton Short. 

| Henry Vanderburgh. 

| William Wells. — 

| Pierre Racine St. Marie. 
| Frangois Vigo. 

| Noah Spears. 

| Jacob Tivebangh. 


William H. Harrison. 
Touissaint Dubois. 
James Reed. 


William MeIntosh. 


| Jonathan Pureell. 


Francois Vigo, 


| ( 200 Samuel Means. 
| (200 John Lewis’ heirs, 


Daniel McClure, 


| Francois Vigo. 


do 


| Isaac Westfall. 


do 


| William McIntosh. 
_( William McIntosh, and 
| (Samuel Baird. 


William McIntosh. 


| Jonathan Purcell. 


Francois Valiquette. 
Joseph Vammetre. 
Ienry Vanderburgh, 





VOL. ViII——86 F 





















































LANDS. [No. 1333, 





PUBLIC 





C. 


List of militia donations of 100 acres granted by the governors to the militiamen, in Vincennes, on 1st 
August, 1790. 


The first column of the following table contains the names of the several persons to whom donations, 
of one hundred acres of land cach, were granted by the different governors, conformably to the act of 
Congress of 3d March, 1791, as militia men duly enrolled in the militia at Vincennes, on Ist August, 1790, 
and had done militia duty; the second column, the number of the tract allotted te such of the claimants 
as have had their donations laid out in the general donation tract, on the south side of White river; and 
the third, the names of those who have entered their claims thereto in the register’s office, as assignees 
or otherwise. 

The several tracts owned by those persons to whose names no number is affixed in the second column, 
have, by permission of the governors, had the same laid, cither on their improvements, or are not yet 











surveyed, 
Original donces. Number, | Present claimants. 
AMIS, PIC sos ce sc wccecscnees oc cccvcseccosessioosecess| Christopher Wyant. 
ee A ee 47 | Noah Spears. 
pomnonnt, Jean Bapliste. ...66c0cssccvscsssvess 84 | Daniel Smith. 


Adam Harness. 


| EOE Te eeEe TS Cee ETT eT Te Poe eee eT 
Garvis Hazelton. 


Boyer, Jean Baptiste or Toussaint............006. 32 
cL ET OT TREO E TEE EOE TEE TT TET 107 | Robert Falls. 

hoe nica bee oe ig EE EE TUE TT TET E LTT TELE Te CT eeee e e 
PICS, CBTIOE 5 6.o0secddcscccccssvece essvenelevesesss| Abraham Decker, ar. 
PRO PON 5s i666 0s6bsen os seedbsarescesaalecesesss| AbQORem Kuykendall, 
Beaudoin, Benjamin . Jessesees| Sohn Pea. 
Boucher, Joseph..... 





eoeeeeerereeee eee eeeeeeese 





| Abraham Kuykendall. 





TE <<. [ce Ce bneesbu dees SiChEbSAEMOR ES 116 | Toussaint Dubois. 

rari ge cs ae MULE E EE CEE ETT E ee 58 | do 

SRBC AL REDE d OH Kod eS Kee SEDEDETE SS 53 do ’ 
Bolon, Gabriel, Jesse eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeererereesleceeeees| do 


ETN, PNG ane eee Seeded entcessecedesnscedsecbevcsses] CORR BONY. 
NE I 6 0b 550640 8s xk 08 HNOREES SON d aS 102 | Heirs of John Mills. 


Bareteloux, Coan Manliste . ..0.scscvssccsvccseuss 60 | William McIntosh. 
Frangois Vigo. 





NE 6 6506656 b04E ND howe sds Sew cecaeN el 





ROERCRMNEE, THTINODRET,. .. 0.00500 carsncccssess el 38 | Christopher Barrackman’s heirs. 
SaPPRCIIORN, AUVRROM « osccscccccccssccens viewed 122 | Abraham Barrackman, 
PC TU Se CeKK KK EC CAG ade ROKER EEE S SS iene 74 | Henry Pea. 


MUNIN does co 06s ond wsnbdwksseunssedseeelensavnss| OR DRT 

Bino, Jean Baptiste......... (ICTR Ce wedeKwaw nal | Christopher Wyant. 
Bordeleaue, Antoine or Frangois..................| 24 | Not entered with register. 
ON PO hob nsdn ves seks ee Keb sacesadel | do 
one a POE Te CCC OT COTE CT EEE T CETTE ET 31 | David Robb. 

Bolon, Gabriel, sr.......0ccecscosccccccccccccccclsesseess| Not entered with register. 
eg | ee ere ae, do 
RE SNM Ciba s 645 644d 4KEDA OUR OE EOS 6040-06 lec ee eee o} do 


Chabot, Pierre ...scccssccccsccesscsecscccsssece| 27 | Lawrent Bazadon. 


PRN, PONE 6s 6 soccn sce s ceed secsondnnciel 51 | Noah Spears. 
Charbonmea, Germain. oo. sosss ccicicscsccdecesselesceccss| Adam Harness. 
CT MES, Boo non hones scsiosiesiscvcnaccvcesse| 40) Joseph Freeman, 
Cg EPP CeCe Tere Tere ee TE ee ee Te 64 ) Thomas Jones. 
NN, PMNs Shaheen s hue ehessbeaKateeSecsvasael 104 | Henry Kirk, 
OE bikh peun awe es dvb usedeneteesesal 125 | Moses Decker, jr. 
Nt NINN 6 5d coed kde AGN Ss wsnsdslovcasacel RONRD Tokier. 
ee ere re rere ery 34 | David Robb. 


he ns Oe ee ic 
OE, PEO ooo cb cesses ides seinsessensel,..sasee] CORR erin. 


Patt, PHILIP. ...00ccesccsecccscccccsseccccccscvoleessoees| Philip Catt. 
Francis Williams. 


NNN ee chew heciwd nineaeals eaoenan 

Clermont, Pierre ........... pikieecsseesexiasceal 120 9 William McIntosh. 
ae ee ee ee ree 62 ; William Morrison. 
ge | ee ee ee ee ee bie cea har 35) Henry Vanderburgh. 
a a re ee ere ee 30 | do 


23 | Zachariah Mills. 


-! Robert Buntin. 


_—_ 
t 
ev 


6 oben kee ese eesiweestedveenes ons! 


a a ck ea ale a 


= eoree 
Sg eee eee er eee eT ee 79 | Abraham Stipp. 
Ros cored ek eosak Mer ccisemadeee! 82 | do 
Compagnotie, Pierre... 6.6... eee ee eee ee eee eee 73 | Henry Pea. 
Cherogui, Jean Baptiate.....666.6 esse cecescess cs! 121) John Mills’ heirs, 


Not entered with register. 
do 


John Johnston. 


I ON 66 cis bn a ek OKEOUK ES POCeReOS Owe 
Ot ee ce te ees 
| ee et eer ere 
EE, PURNIG 6oioks6 sk Hse oeds recs rceseeslerccsens| AGO Marnens, 


aT HT OH = CO 19 


Co -T 


eee rey Terre ee eee Te ere eee eee 50 | Noah Spears, 
Pe NN oN 68d SHOCK Ks dhe rede ewnnes 89 | Daniel Smith. 


PE NE, GR Sie k se tavksvevsedscesceaesedelesansens| Mapes Meeior, ar. 
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Original 


donees. 


Number. 


Present claimants. 





Dejean, Phillip......eeeeeeeeees 
Decker, Joseph, Sr..-..ceeeeeee 
Dubois, Toussaint ......e.eeeee. 
Donoyon, Louis Toussaint ....... 
Denoyon, Louis .......eeeeeeeee 
Denoyon, EE Sein maee Keane x 
ee, Sg rar 
Dumais, Jean Baptiste .......... 
Duguindre, Jean Baptiste....... 
Pamias, JACHHEs .60cccecrccees 
ee errr rrr err rrr 
ee ae go ee 
Day, Robert ......ceceeeceseees 
ae ee 
Decker, Gake, Badi.s.ccccsccces 
Decker, John..... 
Dudevoir, dit La Chine Charles... 
Dubois, Jean Baptiste........... 
Peer, TOMER yk 5 sins c cscvvsescs 
Decker, Abraham, jr.........00. 
Dielle, CUAIIOS, JP... . 26 occ. sees 
Deganne, Joseph ......scccecves 
Dapson, Pierre. ..cssesssccscces 
Dapson, Joseph .......scesecees 
Depie, Frangois.......cseeceees 
Pecet; TOG soca wevcccsiecees 
ee 
Bdeline, Nicholas .....cccccsees 
Prederick, LQG cscs csscvcsees 
Frederick, Sebastian............ 


Fricheite, Jean Baptiste.......... 


Fortin, Jean Belony «1... 00000: 
eg er 
oe | ee 
Guittarre, Jean Baptiste ........ 
Grimarre, Pierre .. 
Gregoire, Joseph. ......cceeeees 
(Foyeauk, AMIOING......eccceees 
Guion, Pierre’s heir ....ccescsee 
Garzee or Carzee, Jean. .....005. 
Grimarre, Jean Baptiste......... 
Gratiot or Gracet, Jean ......64. 
Pe, POM ac ace keoswewes ens 
PROP, SOGNEE 6c csccccsesesnss 
Hunot, Joseph, jr... 
a ere 
Harpin, Amable... ....sc0cceces 
Slolliday, Keekiel,....essscavess 
Hunot, Antoine’s heirs .......... 
Hamelin, Franguie......0sccseses 
Johnston, James (Turner)....... 
Johnston, James, Esq.........4. 
Poraon, THOME, . . 0s ss6s 000800 
Johnaton, Rovert..o5.csseccsess 
PORTE, FUME TOG. 6 cviiccccvenss 
Sotnstom, JOUR, 6s. .okssccceess 
Joyeune, Josephs ....ccscccscree 
Johnston, Richard .....0sccceees 
i ee 
ee a rr 
Lapointe dit Orleans, Joseph..... 
ee 
ee 
Legrand, Josep ....0scssecseees 
Letems, Jean Baptiste .......... 
Lindy, Prederiek ...66.0c0cceees 
Lafeuillade, Frangois ........... 
Legrande, Jean Marie........... 
Langlois, Frangois ............. 
Lafeuiliade, Pierre ...6..60.0% 
ee es 
Leneven, Louis....... 
Legrande, Jean Baptiste........ 
Lardoise, Amable, jr...... 


oer eeeeer eee eee 


eevee eee 


128 
bose 49 


9 


eeeeve 26 
119 
cn ae 
eeeeee 54 
eeeree 12 
117 
127 
i aa 


124 
cena 67 
105 


103 





a, a 
100, 
chi 15 








eeeeve 93 

















Thomas Jones. 
Ephraim Gordon. 
Elias Beedle. 
Abraham Decker, sr. 
Toussaint Dubois. 
do 
James Robb. 
John Harbin. 
Abraham Fry Snapp. 
Michel Dace. 
Abraham Kuykendall. 
Robert Warth. 
Robert Day, patentee. 
Thomas Anderson. 
Luke Decker, Esq. 
do 
John Gibson, sr. 
John Mills’ heirs. 
Isaac Decker’s heirs. 
Abraham Decker. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Heirs of John Mills. 
John Davis. 
Not entered with register. 
do 
do 
Zachariah Mills. 
William McIntosh. 
Louis Frederick. 
Sebastian Frederick. 
Henry Kirk. 
John Stilwell. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Not entered with register. 
Jacob Tivebaugh, 
Joseph Foreman. 
Ebenezer Severns. 
James Johnston, Esq. 
Walter Reed. 
Heirs John Mills. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Peter Lisman. 
Henry Lea. 
Joshua Harbin’s heirs. 
Francis Anthis, and Samuel Baird. 
Philip Catt. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Not entered with register. 
John Baily. 
Not entered with register. 
James Johnston. 
James Black. 
Thomas Gordon. 
John Durham. 
Toussaint Dubois, 
John Gibson. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
John Johnson. 
Noah Spear. 
John Mills’ heirs, and A, Pea. 
Thomas Jones. 
Keen Fields. 
Samuel McClure. 
Joshua Harbin’s heirs. 
Toussaint Dubois. 
do 
John Gibson. 
William MelIntosh. 
Zachariah Mills. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Zachariah Mills. 
Robert Buntin. 
William Wells. 
Francois Vigo. 
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C.—Continued. 








Original donees. 


Number. 


Present claimants. 





BG, WT Mc acsenwes 
Lemotte, Joseph .. 


Lafontaine, Etienne........ ieoeaes 
Laflew dit Perido, Joseph. ......ee..ee- 


eeoeeeeeeeee eee eee 





Le Coutteau, or Decoutteau, Joseph. .... eee eeee es 


Lafferty, John ......... 
Laderoute, Jacque.....+-.- 
Laforrest, Louis........ 


Lafeuillade, Jean Baptiste ...... hehewavess 
EWG, GUAR a vvsrvessnsossssesusoes 
Lalimiere dit Petit, Antuine.........ceeeeees ere 


Detevre, (Gil ss. s0ssscess 
Mencrem, Pierre ........... 


Murphy, Jolim.......seeeees 


a ee cus 
Oe a ee 


Martin, Alexander.......... 


Mayse, William..........+. 
Mayse, Jeremiah.......2+6. 
Mayse, Charles ........ee0. 
Mattson, Ralph ............ 
Melloche, Antoine.......... 
McIntosh, William ........ ; 
| 


Meredy, Daniel ...... err 


Martin, Jean Baptiste....... 


Maysonville, Joseph, jr............ (eibenseawens 60 
Maysonville, Jean Baptiste.............65- rents 59 
Momviel, Joseph .......cccccececccsees peeeeseinn 33 
OS err bine hemwrel 108 
Ouilletic, Alexia ...scswsecsccvccccsescsecsesess 18 
ee Vee ee ee ee eee ee re ere eT Ne ees. 
Pe I oh G555 65s wi canna tecsisdinane sed eshcownass 
PR, DAM. 6c bescnscrccessssecsas Se res ee ee 
Peter, Godfroy......ccccsccsecccsccsccsccceces 90 
Page, Joseph. ....-cceesseeeee pet eieRe hes ton 3 
Poirier, Premooie. oes. 05.. 020050005 er err ere 4 


Polduvin, Jean Baptiste..... 


Polduvin, Joseph... ...-......5.++ ereyer Kaien 


Polduvin dit Arpen, Frangois 
Preville, Louis..... 
3 es A ee es 
Poirier dit Desloges, Pierre. . 


eeceereeeereeereeee eee 


eeereeveeeee 


eeoeoereeeeeeeeeeeeees 


eeoeeeeeeeee 


eeevereeeeeee 


eeerveee eeereeeee 
. . eeeee © cree 
. eoereeeesee . ee 

. eeeveereeeeen eeee 


Querre, Pierre, jr. .......2+. SL eWERDEKKO Risa edas 

Ruyard, Joseph.............. errr re eT eee ee 
RGU: POA osc ccsssescesscs paid hee 
Riendo, Joseph ......0cscccccccscccceccsses wee 
ee as eee ete errr eee TEE E eee ee 
Rimbault, Henry... ...ccccccccccccccccccsccoces 
Roderique, Diegu.........-4- pepe kekiaiseiianeans 
Ramsay, Allen. ........seeeeesseeececes er 
Saith, Daniel. ...0.ccccscesee veer er Tree reer 
Smith, William ...... Pere eT ee ree eee ee ied sels 
Bt Tate Bit Ditaed, Dean... ooccisiccccces beeen 
Smith, William J. .............. ere eT eT Tee 
Snapp, Abraham F...........e eee c cer eeceeeoens 


Small, Thomas...........- 


RE a, DOIG s vo csv oe sc ben nsos vines 


Simpson, Patrick........... 


Severe, Lowis.....scseccsccsees ccbanpevenaewand 
Soulier, Jean Louis...... ee eT rere 
Bier, PRANIOE os soc cncsecencescveess 
Smith, Anthony .......cccccccsccccccees 


Shoebrooks, Edward............... rere 


Store, Frederick. ......cecccesccoccccesevesesens 


Stokely, Frangois .........seeeeeeeee 


St. Marie, André ........... 
Thorn, Jacob . 
Thorn, Charles....... 


Thorn, Michael........sscccseseoes 


coer reer eee 


Thorn, Michael, jr. .....200..... rrr rT 


Theil, Ieaac. ....020... 


eee erereeee 


eoreeeeeesicn 


| 














eoereerlsceceoecvece 





Cores erereeseriggneveves 


eeeeerees 


eines 
41 


14 
66 
(P 
118 
1 
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}.50 William McGowan. 


r 50 Robert Falls. 


-| Robert Buntin. 
| Daniel Smith. 


| Joseph Foreman, 


James Legerwood. 
Abraham Barrickman. 
Abraham I, Snapp. 
Daniel Pea. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
William Morrison’s heirs. 
Not entered with register. 
do 
do 
do 
Luke Decker, Esq. 
Not entered with register 
Adam Harness. 
Daniel Sinith. 
Joseph Foreman. 
John Martin. 
(50 Alexander Martin’s heirs. 


William Mayse. 
Jeremiah Mayse. 

John Reel. 

William Watson. 
James Johnston, Esq. 
William McIntosh. 
Henry Pea. 

(50 heirs of John Mills. 


Henry Vanderburgh. 
Not entered with register. 

do 

do 

do 

do 
John Pea. 
John Pea, his heir. 
Elias Beedle. 
William Morrisow’s heirs. 
Nicholas Egbert. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Robert Buntin. 

do 
William Wells. 
Abraham Stepp. 
Henry Pea, 
James Ledgerwood. 
Jeremiah Claypool, 
Jacob Tivebaugh. 
John Robins’ heirs. 
Robert Hyneman. 
Toussaint Dubois. 
William MeIntosh. 


Samuel Baird, 


Daniel Smith, his heir, 


John Reed. 
Abraham Fry Snapp. 
do 
William Johnston. 
Patrick Simpson. 
Heirs of John Mills. 
William McIntosh. 
Henry Vanderburgh. 
Robert Buntin. 
Heirs of John Mills. 
Not entered with register. 
do 
do 
Frederick Mehl. 
Daniel Smith. 
Isaac Baker. 
Michael Thorn, sr. 
John Harbin. 
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C.—Continued. 





Original donces. Number Present claimants. 





DO: N45 465 HENS AN 0 OS 850s 060 eesen se seeasceel PON Ante, 
Tougas, Auguste ......cccccccccescessssccccceceleceee-++| Ursule and Julie Bosseron. 
pO Oe ee ee ee ee re ee 95 | John Johnston. 
TOMAR) COREPR, Foci n cc ccccesccsescrccasseneccslsocccces| ROVErt Buntin. 
rere rT eT errr ee eT Teer. Tee 20 | William Wells. 
Tougas, William ......cceccscccccccscccscsescceiocceceee| James Ledgerwood. 
ith DOU xo ncs soa died sesueesscdeccescslecceasss| Mtheel Thorn, 
a ee . 109 | Toussaint Dubois. 

| 











VECTOR, FROIN. 5 coc cctvcvesccsereccsccsecsiscccsees| Lena Deckes’s heirs: 
Valooer, Jenn Baptinte... cscs iccecccccccccccenes 126 | Henry Vanderburgh. 
We, i oo bh eh eee ccs seccccercssdoevesiescceesst COMED Eeartewe heirs. 
WORT, ADP. oa ois cetscccisdeciscccvesteclecccecese| AbeRham Weatfall. 

We NE, SPO s 5.66a heen 00h 550 60 en sd ceeesenseelnecseses) COME DAVE 

Wyant, Christopher .....-.cccccccccvccccccccccclocceccces| Christopher Wyant. 
TO Tee Tee Tee Te Te ee Tere Isaac Wilson. 








eeeoteceons 








D. 
Transcript of decisions made by the commissioners. 


ANCIENT FRENCH OR BRITISH GRANTS. 






























: |g 
& i} £ 
g | i ° 
. | ~ 
3% si 
Persons originally entitled. pm = Present claimants. me To whom confirmed. 
=a 2 om 
= 28 | 
= } aS 
= | = 
So | ¢& t 
_ 2 ae | 
Bloucher, Vital....+- csccesccccvoes 50 Vital DAN vin 0c assiceienece cans 50 | Vital Bloucher. 
Bordeleau, Antoine oeeeee seceeeeees 136 | Heirs of Antoine Bordeleau........ 136 | Heirs of Antoine Bordeleau. 
Brouillet, Frangois ...+eeeeeeceeeees 68 | William Henry Harrison.......-+++ | 68 | William Henry Harrison. 
Davis, Honore. eececececceecceecces 50 | Jeremiah Claypole.. sees eeeeseee| 50 | 
Duchene, Jean Baptiste .... esse sees 68 | William Henry Harrison....+.++++- | 68 | William Henry Harrison. 
Dumay seeeescsecccsesceoceseceres| 170 | Francois Vigo .ssecseceeseeceeeeee| 170 | Heirs of —— Dumay. 
Gamelin, Antuine..eeesee sees seeees | 400 | Widow and heirs of Antoine Gamelin | 50 | Widow and heirs of Antoine Gamolin. 
Leprusax, Josephs+++eseeeseeeeeees 68 | Jean Baptiste Delaurier .......-++-! 68 | Jean Baptiste Delaurier. 
Levron, Louis Meteyer...eeseeeeeee 50 | Heirs of Louis Levron, Meteyer..-. 50 | Heirs of Louis Levron, Meteyer. 
| 


Languedoc, André ....eceeeeceeceee 306 | WilliamoReed)...cscccsesescsccnces| ~ S806 William Reed. 
400 | John Reed, jr.sseceeesseeeceevees, 340 | Heirs of Benjamin Reed. 
272 | Heirs of Antoine Marid.......+...-, 272 | Heirs of Antoine Marie. 

50 | Francois Morin De Valevur ...--- ‘i 50 | Francois Morin De Valevur. 
204 | Pierre Querré and wife ..+- esse eee a| 204 | Pierre Querré and wife. 
| Jean Baptiste Laplante ....+..+---| 59.801 | Jean Baptiste Laplante. 


| André Racine, St. Marie ......--.»| 136 | André Racine, St. Marie. 


Languedoc, André ...eeee coeeee voce 
Marie, Antoine.....eeecceecsseees 
Morin, Francois De Valevur ...-.... 
Peltier, Marie Joseph..++-+ eseeeees 
Rauxececes coccceccccscvcccecveses, 59,802 | 
Racine, André St. Marie whceeneanl 136 | 
Racine, Jean Baptiste ..--+eeeeee65) 272 | Heirs of Jean Baptiste Racine.... “| 272 
50 | Jean Baptiste Delaurier.....+.+---! 50 | Jean Baptiste Delaurier and wife. 
204 | John DMM ccs sccerccacccocecess| 204 | Heirs of Jean Baptiste Tougas. 


Heirs of Jean Baptiste Racine. 


Senticr, Olivier.....ceeccscccccecees 
Tougas, Jean Baptiste ....+.seeeeee 


COURT DEEDS AND IMPROVEMENTS. 


Baker, Joel. 060-0 6000 ccccccssvces 400 | John Edgar ....seceeseeeeeeeeeee+| 400 | John Edgar. 


Conger, Jonathan....- o ceee cece cons 400 | Jonathan Conger...eseeeceeeceees+| 400 | Jonathan Conger. 
Campagnotte, Francois ...+++. seeee 136 Francois Campagnotte. «+ eceeeees | 136 Francgois Campagnotte. 
Delaurier, Jean Baptiste ..+++..++-- 102 | Jean Baptiste Delaurier........++: 102 | Jean Baptiste Delaurier. 
Dubois, Jean Baptiste..+.seseeeeeee 400 RODCLUDUHUIie sce cece vccscoesinces 300 | Robert Buntin. 

Glaze, Adam cove scesccecccceeeeees 400 | Adam Glaze.cccccccrecccccesccccs 100 | Adam Glaze. 

Harpin, Jean Baptiste ...++.eeeeee 68 Heorge Cattscceccccesccccseececes 68 | George Catt. 

Howel, John ....cccecce. cocccccees 136 William Shannon ...eccesccccvcce 136 | Heirs or assigns of John Howel. 


Languedoc, Francois.....++eeeeeees 400 Robert Buntin. «+ ccce seccccccccss 400 Robert Buntin. 


Laforest, Pierre ... cee ccecccccvees 136 | John Marshal ..++ cccecccccccccses 136 | John Marshal. 
Levins, Nicholas ...+ececsecesseeee| 400 | Elias Biddle.....cseceeecseeceeese 200 | Elias Biddle. 


Lindey, Frederick ..+.e-seeeeesecee 400 | Frederick Lindey......sseceececee 200 | Frederick Lindey. 

Lafleur, cece cece cccccccccces 136 | Abraham Decker, jr.....eeeeeeee + 136 | Heirs of Daniel Sullivan. 

Mullaken, James .....eseeeeesseeee 400 | John Johnston...+.eseeeeseeeeeeee| 400 | Heirs or assigns of James Mulleken. 
Pea, Jacob, jreceeecsceccsescesesee| 400 | Jacob Pea, jresececceecccecceeeces 100 | Jacob Pea, jr. 


Ravalet, Louis ....seeeceeeceeeeeee| 136 | Louis Ravalet....scceceseseeeeeee/ 136 | Louis Ravalet. 
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D.—Continued. 


MILITARY DONATIONS. 

















mn n 
eo , | & =v 

: %s 8 ae 

Persons originally entitled. p> & Present claimants. | b =| | To whom confirmed. 
= S& 
So m4 
| 9 
Culbert, John . cccccccccccvccceccce 100 | John Culbert. ..cccccccccccccccece 100 | John Culbert. 


| 

Dempsey, Hugh ..-.+seeeeeeeseeees 100 | Hugh Dempsey. +eeeseseeseeeseres) 100 | Hugh Dempsey. 

Dobbins, Matthew .seeeeeceseeeeees 100 | Matthew Dobbin. e+e eeeeereeeeee| 106 | Matthew Dobbins. 
Fozy, Francois seeeesceeceececeeees 100 | Samuel Baird ....sseseeeeeeseeeee; 100 | Samuel Baird. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Goder, Ren’ sseccceecces ceeccseees 100 | René Goder ...ec.cccccececcveeces 100 | René Goder. 

Jordan, Ephraim .eoesssseeee scenes 100 | Ephraim Jordan tiie: Baa Ephraim Jordan. 
iii, BR a dsvccseviodscensecs| 100 | Abraham F. Snapp ..-.eseeeeeeees 100 | Abraham F. Snapp. 
Mays, Robert ....ssecesseeseeesees, 100 | Heirs of Robert Mays....+...+..+-| 100 | Heirs of Robert Mays. 
Pacquin, Francois ..sseeseeseeeesee, 100 | William Morrison......s.eessee000) 100 
Pea, Abraham ...esseeeeeeceeeeeee, 100 | Abraham F. Snapp.....++s+eeeee-| 100 | Abraham Pea. 
Savage, John ..scceeccceee eeveees| 100 | John Small cececssecsesseseceseee| 100 | Heirs of John Savage. 
100 | John BIN iis cies uencyueisniel 100 | John Small. 

100 | Alexander PANS s5k0kebeeres| 100 | Alexander Sampson. 


Frangois Pacquin. 


Small, John. ..ccceccceccceccsccsces 
Sampson, Alexander ..esecceeceeees 


DONATIONS TO THE HEADS OF FAMILIES. 


Becquel, Widow. ....esseeeseseeees 
Srossard, Joseph ssessecescseeceee+| 400 | Samuel Baird .-seeececseeeececeee 400 
HOO: }) Goln erapll ciessessseesecassecesa| 200 


Heirs or assigns of Joseph Brossard. 
Heirs or assigns of Jacques Couteax. 


Boucher, Charles ..+.eseeeeeecsere+| 400 | Vital Boucher ....sseeeceeeeeees++| 400 | Heirs of Charles Boucher. 
| | | . 

Bolon, Hyppolite stececeececesecess!| 400 | Hyppolite Bolonsssesseeccceeeeees) 400 | Hyppolite Bolon. 
| 400 HWSamimel Band css scceececsscacces| 260 | Samuel Baird. 
| 


Couteax, Jacques..eecssecevececees 


Crepeau, Louis ..eecseeseeecccceces 400 | Heirs of Louis Crepeau .......++.--| 400 | Heirs of Louis Crepeau. 
Clermont, Lisette...+ceseseeeceece 400 | Charles and Elizabeth Guiette.....| 400 | Heirs of Lisette Clermont. 


Cardinal, Marianne, widow ...-++++- BOO) | Ganiiel BAW < oso 0icnew 000005000006 400 Heirs or assigns of Marianne Cardinal. 
Clermont, Michlel.......ssseeeeeees| 400 John Duly .sssesceerseeseeseveeee| 400 | John Duly. 
300 | Laurent Bazadone ...+.sseeeeeeeee, 300 | Laurent Bazadone, Cantelmy having 


Cantelmy, Frangois....++ seeeee eons 
received a militia donation. 


| 

Ambrois Dagenet, jr..+++seeeesee+, 400 | Heirs of Ambroise Dagenet. 
| 
| 


Dagenet, Ambroise .-.+++seeeee cece 400 
Grimarre, Pierre. scceccesccee scores 400 | Heirs of Pierre Grimarre .... .eeees 400 Heirs of Pierre Grimarre. 


400 | Heirs of Pierre Godere ....+..+..++ 400 | Heirs of Pierre Godere. 

400 Francois Moron De Valcour.......-| 400 | Frangois Morin, De Valcour. 
Perron, Pierre, jres++e+ seeeee coeees 400 William McIntosh ...+.+..+esse+++| 400 | Heirs of Pierre Perron, jr. 
Peltier, Andre....ccccccccesccecces| 400 William Morrison....+.sseeeeseeee+) 400 | Heirs of Andre Peltier. 
Thiriot, Jean Chrysostome, widow of | GO: PSNI oi sat crcsnseinsonexes | 400 | Julie Thiriot. 


Godere, Pierre ...-.cccccoevccsvees 
Morin, Francois De Valcour .......- 








E 
A report on land claims rejected on their merits. 


Vital Boucher, brother, and heir of Joseph Boucher’s claim to a donation of 400 acres, as head of a family 
in Vincennes, in the year 1783. 


It appears from the depositions of Charles Delisle, Pierre Querré, and Joseph Chartier, that Joseph 
Boucher, in the year 1783, lived with his two brothers in Vincennes, and that Charles and not Joseph 
Boucher was the head of that family. 

Wherefore, the commissioners reject this claim. 


Daniel Smith claims 200 acres in addition to 200 acres granted him by the governor, in right of his own 
improvement, and 100 acres in addition to 300 acres granted him by Governor Harrison, assignee of 
John Murphy, in right of improvement. 


It appears to the board that these two claims have been acted upon by Governor Harrison, who 
granted the several quantities of land mentioned in the notice of claims; and being of opinion that the 
governor’s decisions thereon are conclusive, they do therefore reject both these claims. 


Jeremiah Mayes claims 200 acres of land, in addition to 200 acres granted to him by the governor, in 
right of improvement. 


This claim is, in every respect, cireumstanced like those above laid in by Daniel Smith, and is, for 
the reasons therein mentioned, rejected by the commissioners. 


Antoine Petit Dit Lalumiere and wife, sister and heir of Jean Baptiste Villeray, deceased, claims 50 acres 
of land, a sugar camp right. 


The deposition of Josette Page, widow, taken in support of this claim, is as follows: “That Jean 
Baptiste Villeray was her son; that he occupied a sugar camp below the village, before the Americans 
took this country, and that he was at that time eighteen years old;” but the commissioners find, on 
examining the church records, that he was but thirteen years old, and at the time this country became a 
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part of the State of Virginia. If, therefore, he was but eighteen when he first established the sugar camp, 
it must have been in the year 1784, and too late to come under the ancient customs. 
Wherefore, they reject this claim. 


Antoine Petit Dit Lalumiere claims 400 acres of land, near Racoon creck, in right of improvement. 


Josette Page, who was the only evidence produced to support this claim, proves nothing more than 
that she heard it said that the claimant made an improvement near Racoon creek; but she never saw the 
improvement, nor does she know, of her own knowledge, that any was made. 

The claim, for want of proof, is rejected. 


Antoine Petit La’umiere claims a donation of 400 acres as head of a family in Vincennes, 1783. 


The claimant did not produce any evidence to prove that he was the head of a family in 1783, but 
acknowledged that he was that year a resident of Canada, and did not come to Vincennes until the year 
1784; consequently he is not entitled to a donation under the act of Congress, and therefore his claim is 
rejected. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Constant, deceased, claim 50 acres of land, in right of a sugar camp. 


It is proved by Pierre Querré, that, in the year 1784, said Constant took up a sugar camp, near 
Fort Apparent, and cultivated it. 

The commissioners being of opinion that this claim cannot be considered as coming under the 
description of an ancient title, the country being then part of the United States, do therefore reject it. 


René Goder claims a donation of 400 acres, as head of a family in Vincennes, in 1783. 


It is proved by Pierre Querré and Amable Bolon, that René Goder was not married until the year 
1786, and that he lived with his father until that time. The commissioners being of opinion he doc’. not 
come under the description of those entitled to a donation under the act of Congress, reject this claim. 


John Decker claims 400 acres of land, in right of improvement. 


It is proved by the oath of Moses Decker and Joseph Decker, that the said Moses Decker, father of 
the said John Decker, in the year 1786, took up a tract of land for the said John, his son, who was then 
but one year old, and laid the foundation of a cabin on the land. The commissioners are of opinion, that 
it was not the intention of the legislature to grant lands in right of improvement to persons who were 
too young to make any; and no cultivation having been proved, they do, for both these reasons, reject 
this claim. 


Moses Decker, jr., claims 400 acres of land, in right of improvement. 


It is proved by the oaths of Moses Decker and Joseph Decker that the said Moses Decker, father 
of the said Moses Decker, jr., took up this tract of land for his son, the claimant (in the year 1786,) who 
was then seven years old, and that he laid the foundation of a cabin thereon. The commissioners, for 
the reasons given for rejecting the preceding claims, do reject this one. 


The heirs of Jacob Decker, deceased, claim 400 acres, in right of improvement. 


It is proved by the oaths of Moses Decker and Joseph Decker, that, in the year 178-, the father of 
the said Jacob Decker, (who was then between eight and eleven years old,) took up this tract of land, 
for the said Jacob Decker, his son, but that no improvement was made thereon. The commissioners 
reject this claim, for the reasons given for rejecting the two preceding ones. 


Jacob Minor, assignee of Luke Matison, claims 400 acres in right of improvement on the waters of 

White river. 

It is proved by Jonathan Conger, that he went with Ralph, over White river, to hunt horses; that, 
on their return, the said Mattson deadened some trees on the tract claimed, and told the deponent, it 
was an improvement for his son Luke. The commissioners are of opinion, that this cannot be considered 
as an improvement and cultivation. And therefore reject this claim. 


John Small, assignee of Nicholas Baillajon, claims 300 acres at the Black grounds, on the river Embearas, 
by a court deed, dated 14th February, 1782. 


Josette Page proves that, about the year 1783 or 1784, Nicholas Baillarjon went with her husband 
to make improvements on lands severally granted to them; that they staid some days, and on their 
return informed her that they had built good cabins on their lands; but that she never saw the improve- 
ment. John Baptiste Barrois proves, that he saw a cabin and less than an arpent cleared on the land 
claimed by Nicholas Baillarjon, but does not know who did the work. ‘The commissioners are of opinion 
that the first deposition is but hearsay evidence, and that the second does not prove any cultivation. 

Wherefore, they reject the claim. 


Michael Bordeleau claims a tract of 136 acres at the Little Village, in right of improvement. 


An affidavit of Louis Sequin, deceased, has been filed and recorded, stating that Michael Bordeleau 
cleared, cultivated, and settled on a piece of land at the Little Village, in the year 1768. The claimant 
acknowledged, in presence of the commissioners, that he is now but thirty-eight years old, and that the 
said clearing was made by his father Antoine. A mistake in the christian name is here evident; and as 
Antoine Bordeleau has claimed and obtained a confirmation of the same land from the commissioners, 
they therefore reject this claim of the son. 
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René Campeau claims a donation as head of a family in Vincennes in 1783. 


Antoine Lefevre proves that the claimant was married in 1788, or 1789, and cannot recollect that he 
was the head of a family in 1783. As it is not proven that he was the head of a family in 1783, the 
commissioners reject his claim. 


The heirs of Abnor Prior, as assignee of Jean Baptiste Constant, claim a donation as the head of a family 

in 1783. 

It is proved by Pierre Querré, that Jean Baptiste Constant was a head of a family at Ouitattanon, 
and Vincennes, before and after the year 1783. That he was an Indian trader, and came to settle for 
goods in Vincennes in the year 1785; his wife having till then remained at Ouitattanon, The ambiguity 
of that part of the above testimony which states Jean Baptiste Constant to have been head of a family 
both at Ouitattanon and Vincennes before 1783, is removed by the statement which follows, viz: That 
his wife remained at Ouitattanon until the year 1785, whereby it sufficiently appears that he was the 
head of a family at Ouitattanon, and not at Vincennes. The commissioners are of opinion, that this case 
is not embraced by the acts of Congress; therefore reject the claim of the said Abner Prior’s heirs. 


Francois Campagnotte claims 400 acres of land, near the dry wood swamp, in right of improvement. 


Louis Delaurier proves that claimant twenty years ago marked some trees. on a piece of land 
adjoining James Johnston’s tract, that he neither built nor cultivated, and dves not know of its ever 
having been granted by the court. 

Here appears neither improvement nor cultivation; the claim is therefore rejected by the commis- 
sioners. 


Frangois Campagnotte claims 136 acres of land, below Racoon ereek, in right of improvement. 


Louis Delaurier proves that claimant eighteen or twenty years ago, took up a piece of land below 
tacoon creek, built a cabin and planted some fruit trees, but could not stay there on account of the 
Indians. Neither improvement of the land nor cultivation is here proved; the claim is therefore rejected. 


Daniel Sullivan’s heir, who was assignee of Pierre Cartier, claims 170 acres on Mile creek, in right of 
improvement. 


Four hundred acres of land have already been granted by the governor to John Small, as assignee 
of Pierre Cartier, in right of his improvement, which by subsequent sales have come into the possession 
of Henry Vanderburgh, and James Ledgewood, as will appear by the statement of claims heretofore con- 
firmed (document A,) and as no one person can be entitled to two different tracts of land by improvement 
right, this claim is therefore rejected. 


Michael Bordeleau, in right of his wife, only heir of Frangois Duquointe, deceased, claims fifty acres of 
land in right of a sugar camp. 


By the deposition of Joseph Chartier, it is proved that Francois Duquointe occupied a sugar camp, 
thirty-cight or nine years ago. That Jean Chabot, who married said Duquointe’s widow, kept possession 
of it, and continued make sugar thereon, until his (Jean Chabot’s) death. 

By reference to document A, it will appear, that this sugar camp has been granted by the governor 
of the territory, and is now claimed by Alexander Vallé, as assignee of the heirs of the said Jean Chabot. 
From those circumstances, the present claim must be considered as having been heretofore decided on and 
satisfied; and is rejected on that ground, 


Thomas Jones, legatee of Charlotte Du Charme, widow and heir of Joseph Du Charme, deceased, claims 
100 acres of land in virtue of a verbal grant from St. Marie, British commandant, to said Joseph Du 
Charme, and improvement made thereon. 


The commissioners observe, that this tract has already been granted by the governor of the north- 
west territory to the above named Joseph Du Charme, and is now claimed by the heirs of Col. J. Francis 
Hamtramck as his assignee (see document A); they therefore reject this claim. 


Abraham Decker claims 400 acres of land in right of improvement. 


As this claim has been already decided on by the governor of the northwestern territory, who ¢ranted 
the said Decker 200 acres, therefore (see document A,) it must be rejected. 


The heirs of Jacoh Drennin, deceased, claim 400 acres in the forks of the river Embarras, by a grant of 
the court, dated April 10, 1786, and improvement. 

Jonathan Congor proves that, in the year 1786, he went with Jacob Drennin to show him land on the 
waters of White river; that he, Drennin, built the foundation of a cabin, deadened the timber of about 
three-fourths of an acre, and planted some corn; he continued about forty days in the country, and then 
went off. The deponent adds, that he was informed the said Drennin was killed on his return home. 

Jacob Drennin’s short residence repels the idea of an intended permanent settlement; moreover, the 
small improvement, such as it was, was made on a different tract from the one supposed to have been 
granted by court deed; the former being on the cast, and the latter several miles on the west side of the 
river Wabash. Irom the above considerations, the commissioners are induced to reject this claim. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Du Chesne, deceased, claim 50 acres of land, a sugar camp right. 

The commissioners observe, that a tract of 50 acres has (sce document A,) already been granted by 
the governor to the said Jean Baptiste Du Chesne in right of a sugar camp, and is now claimed by Abra- 
ham Kuykendale, as assignee. This claim must therefore be rejected. 
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James Fernsley claims 340 acres on Wilson’s creek, by a deed fr 
: , om the court, dated Aug + oY 
an improvement. , d August Ist, 1785, and 


It is proved by John Martin, that James Fernsley, in 1785, cleared about an acre of land on Wilson’ 
creck, partly built a cabin, sowed timothy and turnip seeds, and planted corn thereon; he had fi mail " 
never resided on the land, and left the country. The deponent adds that the claimant | sige weeny 
this place in the spring following, with his family, was forced back by the Indians alah 

An actual improvement and cultivation being required by the act of March 3d 1791, in order to I 
entitled to the confirmation of a supposed grant, must, in the opinion of the coabiieaboners im rad es ste 
manent residence, not a transient one of a few days, evidently for the purpose of making an im rs : i ie 
The commissioners, therefore, for want of such actual residence, reject this claim. - ene 


: — a ae ” a : 
Abraham F. Snapp, assignee of Thomas Foreman, claims 400 acres in right of improvement. 


It is proved by an affidavit of Philip Devorce, that Thomas Foreman had liberty from the French 
commandant in the year 1785, to improve 400 acres of land; that the Indians prevented the making an 
improvement on the land. That said Foreman remained in the country, living on and im roving Prd 
land of others, for several seasons, ‘ — 

Foreman having been a resident in the country, for some seasons, and employed in improving the 
lands of others, cannot, in the opinion of the commissioners, entitle him to a tract of land which it is 
admitted he not only neither improved nor cultivated, but did not so much as designate the situation or 
position of. For these reasons, this claim is rejected, 7 ; 


a 797", ary 27°, aime 1¢ AG - eS . Py ‘ ‘- 
Pierre Grimarre claims 136 acres of land on the west side of the Wabash river, in right of improvement. 


By I poem Languedoc the clearing of between half an acre and an acre on a piece of land below 
Racoon creek by claimant, about fifteen or twenty years ago, is proved; but it is further proved, that he 
neither ploughed or cultivated. The claim is therefore rejected, 


Charles Grimarre claims 136 acres of land below Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 


bea same deposition having been made in support of this claim as in the preceding one, it is also 
rejected. 


Laurent Bazadon, assignee of Charles Grimarre, claims a militia right of 100 acres, 


tené Campeau proves that Charles Grimarre is now but twenty-five years old. 
As, consequently, he was but ten years old in 1790, and therefore incapable of doing militia duty, 
this claim is rejected. 


Robert Reynolds, assignee of John Garland, claims 400 acres in right of improvement on the east of 
Wabash, fifteen miles above Vincennes, 


The same, as assignee of Matthew Garland, for the same quantity in right of improvement, on the east 
: Ss ; ; ze 
side of Wabash, fifteen miles above Vincennes. 


The same, as assignee of Moses Goth, for the same quantity in right of improvement, east branch of 
White river, fifteen miles below the trace to the falls, 


The same, as assignee of Adam Orth, for a similar quantity, in right of improvement, east branch of 
Wabash river, fifteen miles below the trace to the falls, 


In support of the four above claims, the depositions of Daniel Thorn, and Solomon Thorn, taken 
before John Beaird, in Randolph county, have been filed and registered, proving the improvements and 
cultivation respectively made in the year 1787, by John Garland, and Matthew Garland, of two tracts of 
land between fifteen and twenty miles above Vincennes, and the same facts respecting two other tracts 
lying on the east side of White river, about twenty miles below the trace leading from Vincennes to the 

> y Ap “t1 x TG » y € va) ‘hia oka Yet NJ . ’ M4 
falls of Ohio. Two depositions, signed by James Chism, taken before John Edgar, Esq., in Randolph 
county, have been also filed and registered, stating the same circumstances as above. 

Daniel Thorn, one of the subscribers to the first deposition, being examined before the commissioners, 
made oath that he never knew John or Matthew Garland, Adam or Moses Orth; that he never made nor 
put his mark to the depositions recorded in the register’s book; and on being shown the mark of his 
brother Solomon affixed thereto, asserted that his brother knew how to write and always used to write 
his own name. 

From the above circumstances, and from the neglect of the tlaimant to have other depositions in 
support of his claims taken before the persons appointed by the commissioners for that purpose, as he 
was by them required to do, there arises, in the minds of the commissioners, an irresistible presumption 
that the whole is a forgery, and therefore they reject the four above claims. 


Charles Guielle claims 136 acres of land, on Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 


Francois Languedoc proves that claimant, about fifteen years ago, cleared three or four acres of the 
tract claimed, and that the same was never ploughed nor fenced. On the ground of want of cultivation, 
this claim is rejected. : 

James Henry claims 340 acres near river Duchis, by grant of the court, dated May 12th, 1785, and 
improvement, 

Luke Decker, Esq., proves no more than the cutting of wild grass, by Moses Henry, on the tract 
claimed, and also that James Henry never was in the country. On the ground of want of residence, cul- 
tivation, and improvement, the claim is rejected. 
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Thomas Jordan claims 400 acres, in right of improvement, on Racoon creek. 


Joseph Decker proves the cultivation of and the raising a crop of corn, on a piece of land in the 
lower prairie, but no kind of work done on the land claimed below Racoon creek. For want of cultiva- 
tion and improvement, the claim is rejected. 

N. B.—The notice of claim was entered with the register as having been confirmed by the governor, 
but on examining the records no such confirmation could be found, 


John Johnston, heir of Richard Johnston, claims 250 acres in addition to a grant of 150 acres already made. 


This claim having been acted upon by the governor, who granted 150 acres thereon, and which are 
now claimed by Jacob Minor, (see document A,) therefore it is rejected. 


John Johnston claims 400 acres, in right of improvement, on the head of the Half Moon pond. 


John Martin proves that in the fall of the year 1790, the claimant planted corn, and apple and peach 
trees, in an open piece of woods, near the head of the Half Moon pond. 

The planting of corn in the fall with a few apple and peach trees, in the open woods, cannot bring 
this case within the meaning of the act of 1791, which requires actual improvement and cultivation: the 
claim must therefore be rejected. 


Marianne Laforrest, in behalf of herself and the other heirs of Joseph Lafeuillade, deceased, claims 400 
acres, a donation as head of a family. 


In support of this claim, an inventory of the property of the said Joseph, left at the time of his 
decease, was produced, wherein it is declared that he died 12th May, 1769,—and Francois and Charles 
Languedoc prove his having died about the same time. 

As Latouillade died before this country was taken possession of by the State of Virginia, he could 
not be entitled to the donation made by the resolve of Congress; therefore, the claim is rejected. 





George Leech claims 300 acres of land, in addition to 100 acres already confirmed to him, in right o 
- 4 ’ to} 
lmprovement. 


This claim having, as stated in the notice, been acted upon by the governor, and being of opinion 
that the decision made thereon is conclusive, the Commissioners reject this claim. 


The heirs of Nancy Levins claim 400 acres, in right of improvement, on Mattson’s Spring run, the waters 
of White river. 


The deposition of Richard Brown, now living in Brookes county, Virginia, establishes no other fact 
than the confessions of Nancy Levins, of her intention of going to Vincennes, from whence she had 
removed on account of the Indians, and the deponent’s knowledge of the said Nancy’s having with that 
view sold her possessions in Pennsylvania. 

Moses Decker proves a set of house logs to have been cut by said Nancy’s son, on the land claimed, 
that there were no other improvements made, and that her son was afterwards killed by the Indians. 
Luke Decker, Esqr., proves that the trees of about one acre of the same land had been deadened, that 
small trees and house logs had been cut, and brush heaps made, and that the same was reported to have 
been done by Nancy Levins. As no actual cultivation has been proved, the claim is rejected. 


Paul Labreche, or Labrache, claims 400 acres, as a donation to the heads of families. 


= So ‘ 4 «] eer . rag r}a} 9 Trhnarge > rad ope 4 ° 

Frangois Racine St. Marie proves that claimant, about 28 y ars ago, was at Vincennes, thinks he 
was here afterwards, but is not positive; that he never was an Indian trader and never married. Ag 
claimant was not the head of a family, his claim is rejected. 


The heirs of William Perry, assignee of Joseph Lamoreux, claim 400 acres on Mill creck, in right of 
unprovement. 


Joseph Cartier proves the building of a cabin and clearing of a few acres of ground by Joseph 
Lamoreux on the land claimed, which is now included in the donation, and that he did not reside thereon 
on account of the Indians. As no actual cultivation has been proved, the claim is rejected. 


The heirs of Jaque Latrimouille claim 136 acres, at the Little Village, in right of an ancient grant. 


As this land has already been confirmed by the governor to the said heirs, and four-fifths whereof 
are now claimed by B. D. Price, as their assignee, (see document A,) this claim is rejected. 


Francois Languedoc claims 136 acres on Racoon creek, in right of improvement. 


Jean Baptiste Moise proves the clearing of about half an acre, on the land claimed, about fifteen years 
ago, by claimant, in company with and assisted by deponent, but no kind of cultivation. It being proved 
there was no kind of cultivation, the claim must be rejected. 

Jeanne Cardinal, widow Montplaisir, alias Tougas, alias Lavolettei, legatce of Joseph Maville, deceased, 
claims 400 acres, donation as head of a family. 

Pierre Querré proves that Joseph Meville dit Duchesne died in the year 1775, or 1776. As Meville 
died some years before this country passed into the possession of the State of Virginia, his representative 
cannot be entitled to the donation by Congress; consequently, this claim is rejected. 


Luke Decker, assignee of William Mason, claims 100 acres, a militia donation. 
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Moses Decker proves that William Mason came to this country in the fall of the year 1790, and went 
that same fall on the expedition against the Indians, under the command of Major Hamtramck. 

As Mason did not arrive in the country until the fall of the year 1790, he came too late to be entitled 
to a militia donation, under the act of Congress. The claim is therefore rejected. 


William McGowan claims 100 acres, a militia donation. 


A certificate of Pierre Camelin, deceased, proves that claimant belonged to the regulars, under the 
command of Capt. McCurdy, and was discharged on the expedition against the Wabash Indians, under 
the command of Major Hamtramck, which expedition is proved, by Luke Decker, Esqr., to have taken 
place in the fall of the year 1790. McGowan being in the regular service of the U.S. in the fall of 1790, 
could not have been enrolled in the militia on the first day of August preceding. His claim is therefore 
rejected, 


Abraham Johnston, assignee of Frederick Mehl, claims 347 acres, of the Old Woman’s Pond, by grant of 
the court, dated June 9th, 1785. 


The court deed grants the land to one Martin Mehl, and not to Frederick Mehl, as stated in the 
notice—and the said Frederick Mehl proves, that tlie court deed was obtained by him in the name of his 
brother Martin, who never was in the country, and that the transfer of the said right was also made by 
him, in his said brother’s name, to Elias Bidle, who transferred to claimant. As the tenor of the rest of the 
deponent’s evidence goes to prove that the land was neither cultivated nor improved, the claim is there- 
fore rejected, 





Edward Mills claims 340 acres, on the forks of the river Embarras, by court deed, dated 10th April, 1786, 
and an improvement. 


Jonathan Conger proves that claimant, in the year 1786, laid the foundation of a cabin, deadened 
some trees, and planted some corn on the waters of White river, and not on the land claimed—and that 
claimant left the country in about forty days afterwards and never returned. 

The land claimed was not attempted to be improved and cultivated, and the claimant never was or 
manifested an intention of becoming an actual settler. This claim is therefore rejected. 





The heirs of Antoine Marie, deceased, claim 136 acres on arun above the little rock, by a court grant, 
dated February 4th, 1785. 


Pierre Querré proves that this land was the only compensation that Antoine Marie ever received for 
his services as an Indian interpreter during Clarke’s expedition. 

As no improvement, cultivation, or settlement, is proved or even suggested, and as the court deed is 
dated in February, 1785, and Clarke’s expedition did not set out until October, 1786, this claim is 
rejected. 


The heirs of Margaret Bolon, wife of Antoine Marie, claim 136 acres adjoining the preceding tract, by a 
court grant, dated 4th February, 1785. 


The same deponent states the same circumstances as above; the only difference is in the tenor of the 
deed, which mentions this grant to be made to her as compensation for services as an interpreter. 

To Congress alone belongs the right of going into the merits of this case, and as cultivation has not 
been proved or suggested, the commissioners are obliged to reject this claim. 


The heirs of Rachael Murdock claim 400 acres on the waters of the river Duchis, in right of improvement. 


Jonathan Conger, in his deposition filed and registered, states that he, deponent, cut logs, deadened 
trees, laid the foundation of a cabin, and made several brush heaps for Rachael Murdock, on the lands 
now claimed, and could do no more on account of the Indians. 

When brought before the commissioners to be examined viva voce, he stated that Rachael Murdock 
employed him to clear about one acre of the land claimed; that he planted it in corn and fruit trees; that 
he lived about four years in the country, when she went to the Illinois, where she was killed by the 
Indians. 

The above recited depositions are so contradictory on circumstances so very material as cultivation, 
that they are, in the opinion of the commissioners, entitled to no credit. And therefore they reject the 
claim. 


Charles Noise claims 136 acres below Racoon creck, in right of improvement. 


Jean Baptiste Valcour proves that he was hired by Charles Noise, about fifteen years ago, to go with 
him to work at Racoon creek. That they cut the timber of five or six acres of ground, heaped the brush 
and cut logs for a cabin, but did not built it. That they worked there about fifteen days, and never re- 
turned. 

In this case there appears a considerable improvement, but, as there was no actual cultivation, the 
commissioners must reject the claim. 


William Page, devisee of Joseph Page, claims 136 acres to the northeast of the village, in right of im- 

provement. 

Augusta Tougas, in a deposition filed and rigistered, proves that in January, 1790, Joseph Page took 
up the tract claimed; that the improvement consisted in making perogues and sugar for seven years. 

In other words, the claimant was seven years busy in injuring the lands of the United States. There 
appears no reason for confirming this-claim, and therefore they reject it. 


Auguste Tougas claims 136 acres adjoining the above tract, in right of improvement. 
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William Page proves exactly the same circumstances in support of this claim, as Tougas proves 
above in support of Page’s. 
This claim is rejected, for the same reason as given for rejecting the preceding one. 


William Page, devisee of Joseph Page, deceased, claims 400 acres on Racoon creck, in right of improve- 
ment. 


Josette Page’s deposition, filed and registered, states, that she heard her husband say her son had 
surveyed the land claimed, and cleared a small part of it, and that her said husband had seen a small 
cabin and some trees deadened thereon. 

This statement being only hearsay testimony, cannot be admitted as evidence. The claim must 
therefore be rejected. 


Jean Frangois Perrey, assignee of John Richardson, claims 340 acres, on the river Duchis, by court deed, 
dated Ist March, 1785. The same assignee of William Richardson claims 340 acres, on the river 
Duchis, by court deed, dated 1st March, 1785. 


James Johnston, Esq., proves that the two tracts of land now claimed were respectively granted by 
the court to William and John Richardson, and sirveyed; that there was not, to his knowledge, any 
improvement on either; that John Richardson remained eighteen months in the country, but William 
Richardson was never in it. These claims are rejected. 


William McIntosh, assignee of the heirs of Peter Rimbault, sr., claims a donation to the heads of 

families. 

Frangois Langudoc proves that Pierre Rimbault moved to New Orleans, before the Americans took 
possession of the country, and never returned since. 

Pierre Rimbault never being an American citizen, could not be entitled. His claim is therefore 
rejected. 


The heirs of Frangois Racine claim the donation to heads of families. 


Pierre Querré proves that Frangois Racine died in 1764. THe could not then be an American citizen: 
the claim is therefore rejected. 


The heirs of Andrew Roy claim 400 acres, in right of improvement, near the Dry Wood swamp. 


Louis Delaurier proves that Andrew Roy, about 20 years ago, marked some trees on the land claimed, 
but that he neither built nor cultivated. 
The claim is rejected. 


Daniel Smith, heir of William Smith, claims 400 acres on the waters of the Wabash, in right of improve- 
ment. 


John Martin proves that William Smith built a cabin and enclosed a piece of ground in the commons 
r1ear Vincennes, but did not know of his having made any kind of cultivation. 

William Smith’s heir cannot be entitled; and moreover, the cabin built appears to have made a part 
of the village of Vincennes. The claim is therefore rejected. 


Jacob Tivebaugh claims 400 acres, in right of improvement, on the waters of Mill creek. 


Jacob, Charles, and Daniel Thorn prove that claimant cleared about two acres on the land claimed 
in the year 1787, cut some house logs, but made no cultivation. For want of actual cultivation, the 
claim is rejected. 


The heirs of Samuel Wortman claim 400 acres, in right of improvement, above the Grand rapids. 


Michael Thorn proves that Samuel Wortman had this land surveyed in the year 1785; that he dead- 
ened some trees on it; left the country in the spring of 1788, and was killed on his return in the spring 
following. 

Here appears but little cultivation and no improvement. This claim is therefore rejected. 


Thomas Wells claims 400 acres of land, on Mattson’s spring run, by court deed, dated 20th May, 1784, 
and improvement. 


Sebastian Frederick’s deposition, filed and registered, proves that the trees of about two acres of the 
land claimed were deadened, some house logs cut, and that he assisted in carrying: the chain in the sur- 
veying of it. 

Here appears no kind of cultivation. The claim is therefore rejected. 


George Wallace, assignee of the heirs of Peter Barrickman, claims 50 acres, a sugar camp right. 


George Wallace has entered this claim as already confirmed by the governor, and as evidence thereof 
filed an order of survey, directing the public surveyor to survey for the heirs of Peter Barrickman 50 
acres of land granted them by the governor in right of a sugar camp, signed by John Gibson, secretary 
of the Territory. The secretary, after an examination of the records of the Territory, certifies that no 
such grant was ever made, and that the above order of survey was given through mistake. This claim 
is therefore rejected. 


Andrew Cearhart’s heirs claim 400 acres, in right of improvement, on the head waters of the river Duchis. 


Frederick Barger proves that there was an acre cleared on said land in 1787, peach and apple trees 
growing, and a cabin built; that the Indiaus having that evening killed a man in the neighborhood, he 
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was obliged to abandon his improvement and retire to the village; that he was a single man and was 
afterwards drowned in the White river. Benjamin Beckes, Esq., proves that he knew Andrew Gearhart 
who lived with him several months; that he showed to said Andrew, in 1785, the land on which he 
improved; that he, Beckes, frequently saw the improvement, which consisted of a turkey pen and three- 
fourths of an acre whereon the trees had been deadened; that he never saw any peach trees growing 
and that he was, in 1786, drowned in the White river, on his return home. S 

From the circumstances of the general alarm created by the murder of a man by the Indians, before 
Frederick Barger saw the improvement whereon this claim rests, and the lateness of the hour, it appears 
that his observations must be transitory and imperfect. The deposition, then, of Benjamin Beckes, who 
saw the place frequently, and at his leisure, must be chiefly relied on; and nothing is therein conteinal 
that can bring the present case within the meaning of the law of 1791, requiring improvement and cul- 
tivation. The claim is therefore rejected. 


Antoine Lefevre, jr., claims 400 acres as a donation to the heads of families. 


- Pierre Querré proves that he knows claimant from the year 1762; that he was not married until 1787; 
but that in the year 1783, he had a house in this town, his own property, and supported his father and 
mother, who lived with him. 


Though, by an equitable construction of the 2d section of the act of 1791, the benefit thereof has 
been, by former decisions of the governors, extended to single men who kept house themselves; yet this 
case is by no means similar, for the father of the claimant was in fact the head of the family, of which 
the son made a part, and has been considered as such, for his children have received, as his heirs, the 
donation to which he was entitled. See document B. ‘Two heads of a family could not exist at one and 
the same time. The claim is therefore rejected. 


William McIntosh, assignee of Louis Pluchorn, called St. Louis, claimed the salt spring on the Saline 
creek, emptying into the Ohio, 


The spot laid claim to by William McIntosh, does not lie within the district of Vincennes. The 
commissioners therefore decline expressing any opinion on this claim; and moreover, they will observe 
that no evidence has been adduced im support ot it. 


Louis Delaurier claims 50 acres, a sugar camp right. 


Frangois Campagnotte proves, that about twenty years ago, claimant had a sugar camp on land 
now of General Gibson, and James Johnston, Esq.; that he made sugar thereon for ten years, and until 
obliged to abandon by the persons living on the land. 

The origin of this claim cannot be traced up to the time of the British government. It cannot 
therefore come under the description of an ancient grant. The claim is rejected. 


Antoine Querre claims 150 acres on Muddy run, in right of improvement. 


Louis Frederick proves that claimant made an improvement, in a vacancy of about 150 acres, lying 
between Louis Frederick, John Reed, Jeremiah Mayes, Peter Frederick and Frederick Lindy, about two 
years ago, of about one acre. That he built a house, wherein he has lived for these twelve months. 

This improvement being made posterior to March, 1791, cannot, notwithstanding his subsequent 
actual settlement and residence, entitle the claimant. His claim is therefore rejected. 


Francois Hamelin claims 136 acres on the northwest side of the Wabash, in right of improvement. 


Pierre Querré proves that Frangois Hamlin has lived on the land claimed, for the space of eight or 
nine years, and has cultivated it ever since. 

This improvement, cultivation, and actual settlement, would have entitled the claimant to this land, 
if begun previous to the 3d March, 1791, but being posterior to that date, it cannot come within the 
purview of the act of Congress. The claim is therefore rejected. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Racine claim 50 acres, a sugar camp right. 


Charles Delisle proves Jean Baptiste Racine to have made sugar several years ago, but he cannot 
state when he began, above the little rock on the east side of the Wabash. 

This claim is not proved to have originated either under the French or British governments, and is 
therefore rejected. 


Christopher Wyant, assignee of Pierre Cartier, claims 50 acres, a sugar camp right, near where Abel 
Westfall now lives. 
Alexander Valle proves, that at least twenty-five years ago, Pierre Cartier had a sugar camp at the 
above described place. This cannot be considered as an ancient possession, the only ground on which a 
sugar camp right can be confirmed, This claim is therefore rejected. 


The heirs of Jean Bapliste Poteven, alias Harpins or Arpin, claim 136 acres below the lower prairie, in 
right of improvement. 

Joseph Cartier proves, that about eighteen years ago, he cleared about an acre and a half of the 
land, claimed for the said Jean Baptiste Harpin, deceased. This claim, for want of proof of cultivation, 
is rejected. 

5) 


James Gilbreath, assignee of James Strong, claims 400 acres, in right of improvement, on Mehl’s run. 


Daniel Thorn proves, that he knew one Strong, in 1786, who made an improvement on Mehl’s creek, 
consisting of a cabin, built nearly to the joists, planted peach stones, sowed apple seed, made brush 
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heaps, and planted half an acre in corn. That there was no other person in the country of the name of 
Strong, to deponent’s knowledge. He had a family who never were here, left the country the following 
year and never returned. 

The want of residence, although some kind of cultivation, proves that Strong never seriously 
intended to become a settler in the country, and to persons of that description alone can the benefits 6f 
the acts extend. The claim is therefore rejected. 


Robert Buntin, assignee of Bonaventure Derozier, claims 400 acres, in right of improvement, about two 
leagues northeast of Vincennes. 


An improvement claim of Bonaventure Derozier has already been acted upon by the governor, who 
granted 136 acres thereupon, and which are now claimed by Benjamin D. Price, (document A.) From 
every information that has been obtained on the subject, a strong presumption arises, that the improve- 
ment on which the governor made the grant, and the one now claimed, are one and the same improvement. 
This claim is therefore rejected. 


The heirs of Joseph Lafeuillade, jr., claim 100 acres, a militia donation, 


Francois and Charles Languedoc prove, that Joseph Lafeuillade, jr., was drowned in the year 1786, 
then of full age. 

Though Joseph Lafeuillade was at the time of his death liable to military duty, yet the letter of the 
act of Congress making it necessary to have done militia duty, and to be on the roll on the lst August, 
1790, lay the commissioners under the necessity of rejecting this claim. 


Alexis Adeline claims 136 acres in right of improvement, on Racoon creck. 


* In support of this claim an affidavit of Francois Languedoc has been filed, proving that in the year 
1790, deponent saw claimant at work upon land claimed; that he had cleared about one acre and marked 
said land. 

This claim, for want of cultivation, cannot be granted by the commissioners. It is therefore 
rejected. 


Daniel Smith, as assignee of Alexis Adeline, and the said Alexis Adeline in his own right, each of them 
claims a militia donation of 100 acres for the said Alexis. 


In support of this claim the deposition of Frangois Potoin has been filed with the register, stating 
he saw Alexis Edeline on the parade with his arms in the month of August, 1790. The commissioners, 
on examining the church books, find that Alexis Edeline was at that time 13 years and four months old. 
No proof is adduced that he was on the roll on the first of August, 1790, or had previously done militia 
duty; both the said claims are therefore rejected. 


Abraham Fry Snapp, assignee of Simon Spring, claims 340 acres by a court grant, dated September 17th, 
1783, between the river Marie and Bosseron. 


Moses Decker proves that he knew Simon Spring in 1786, that he continued here about two years. 
That he has heard that Spring had made an improvement at a place called the Plumb Orchard, but he 
never saw it. Louis Severe proves that Spring in the year 1785, showed him an improvement said by 
Spring to have been made by him on a tract of land between the river Marie and Bosseron belonging to 
him; that the improvement consisted of a cabin, more than an acre of ground cultivated, fenced with a 
rail fence and peach trees planted. 

The first deposition can have no weight, being but hearsay evidence; the second only proves that 
the improvement was declared by Spring to be his own and made by him, which he might have said of 
any other spot, and this deposition is still less conclusive than the first, being only the assertions of an 
interested person. The claim is therefore rejected. 


Louis Delaurier claims 136 acres in right of improvement, on the western bank of the Wabash, below 
Racoon creek. 


Francois Campagnotte proves that eighteen or twenty years ago, claimant took up 4 by 40 arpents 
(136 acres) built a cabin and planted fruit trees. No cultivation being proved, the claim is rejected. 





F 
Claims rejected for want of evidence. 


ANCIENT FRENCH OR BRITISH GRANTS. 














In whose right claimed. Present claimants. Quantity. 
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F.—Continued. 


CLAIMS UNDER COURT DEEDS. 


























CLAIMS IN RIGHT OF IMPROVEMENTS. 


Bordeleau, Michel.......... 


eceeeseeee! Michel Bordcleau... 


Bordeleau, Antoine.........0...eeeee eee, 
Barrote, Joan Baptiste... ......0.sescvcessse! 
Bradley, Charles. ........0..008+ ‘ ert 
Bradley, James..... POCO TT ETE TES OTT ETT eT 
Campagnotte, Pierre........... iseansinaneel 
BN MOON e i inGie sn ceaee ee finnees ; 
Sn cee ames 
PO MUM Sa ecde cada veceerees ee 


eee A: ee 
Gamelin, Magdelene 


Rerremmaeee, PROG. Bi, ciwicicsscesereeseccce 
ey hte TN EET Pere 
Lunsford, Anthony............0. reer ree 
Latrimouille, Jacques......... ce eecccces 


PN MNS cis daw nee besos seeweenes 


Mallet, MEST Oe es varev cave esaic pods Gene a iS wie 
MOUNOCR, POWs ca cecessceecasees 


. 





The heirs of Antoine Bordeleau........... 

John Baptiste Barrois...... :iteeeaneeaas 
Charles Bradley..... Prerrrrrrrrr rere cee 
ee ee ee ee 
Pierre Campagnotte...... eennawns eeevcne 
Hews of Honoré Danis. ..icccicccccccecs 

ee, ee eS a re 


hg Lo, ee ee ee ee 
Stase McDonough 
Magdelene Gamelin 
Heirs of Pierre Grimmarre 
Stace McDonough 
Heirs of Anthony Lunsford 
Jacques Labrimouille 
James McMullin 
Pierre Mallet P ~ 
Be eee ere eT ree ree 


eoeereeereeereees 





In whose right claimed. Present claimants. Quantity. 
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Bergman, Christian. ......6....eeeeeeeeeee-) Alexander Fowler.........+- ae ee eee 340 
PaPCRCEMOR, PONR ie o.cos ccecceessecseses John Barrackman........... Rusieteriucr a ofa | 400 
Bradley, Samuel......ssccececesceces x NE TOON 6 2 Fine Wek a Koc sereaw evar 400 
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¥F.—Continued. 

In whose right claimed. Present claimants. | Quantity. 
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CLAIMS FOR THE DONATION AS HEADS OF FAMILIES, 
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CLAIMS TO THE DONATION AS MILITIAMEN, 
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G 
Cases not embraced by any act of Congress. 


: No. 1. 


The United Wabash and Illinois Land Companies claim a tract of land lying between the mouth of a 
rivulet emptying into the Wabash river, about thirty-two leagues above Vincennes, and a place 
called Point Coupee, about twelve leagues above the said village, extending forty leagues eastward, 
and thirty leagues westward of the Wabash. 

Another tract of the same dimensions from east to west, between the mouth of White river and the mouth 
of the Wabash; both said tracts conveyed to Louis Vivat for himself and associates, by deed 
signed by a number of Piankashaw Indians, therein called chiefs and sachems of Piankashaw nation 
of Indians, dated 18th October, 1785. 


As a small part of the aforesaid tract lies within the district of Vincennes, the commissioners are 
under the necessity of taking notice of the claim. 

It appears to the commissioners that this purchase was a private transaction between the Indians 
and an individual, in direct violation of the proclamation of the King of Great Britain, dated Tth October, 
1763, and consequently illegal. And as no provisions are made in any of the laws of the United States 
for claims of this nature, the commissioners reject them. 


No. 2. 


The French inhabitants of Vincennes claim a tract of twenty-four leagues square, joining the tracts 
claimed by the Illinois and Wabash Land Companies. 

The only evidence in support of this claim, is a reservation contained in the above-mentioned decd 
from the Indians, of the intermediate space between the above two tracts, for the use of the inhabitants 
of Vincennes. This reservation can be no more than the manifestation of the intention of the Indians to 
make the grant, and cannot be considered as a real transfer, but, admitting it was, the deed itself being 
illegal and void, this claim must be rejected. 
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No. 3. 
Upper prairie. 

The several persons to whom or to whose assigns the several tracts of the Upper prairie have been 
confirmed, (as will more fully appear by reference to a map of the prairie, document I, wherein the names 
of the respective claimants are inserted, ) having claimed the several tracts contained within lines A, B, 
B, C, the Elm road C, D, D, K, the line K, I, and the Wabash, known by the denomination of continua- 
tion, held under Indian deeds, and in quiet possession of the several owners thereof, for at least twenty- 
five years. 


The original titles to the several tracts here alluded to, being derived from Indian purchases unaut 
thorized by law, the governors have refused to act upon such claims, under the impression that those 
cases did not come within the power delegated to them, and the commissioners being of the same opinion 
with regard to the authority vested in them, refer the whole to Congress, the only competent tribunal to 
decide thereon. 

They will, however, observe, that the present claimants may plead the same length of the possession, 
by which Congress was induced to grant by section 3d, of the act of March, 1791, the Indian fields to the 
several possessors thereof, and beg leave to suggest the propriety of legislative interference. 

N. B.—The contents of the several tracts alluded to above, and claimed as continuations, amount in 
the whole to two hundred and forty-three acres, and one hundred and one perches. ° 


No. 4. 


The heirs of Frangois Bosseron and Ambroise Dagenet claim an uncertain quantity of land by a 
grant from the court to Francois Bosseron and Ambroise Dagenet, dated November 20, 1783, beginning 
on the northwest side of the Wabash, opposite to Point Coupeé, about three miles from the Wabash, 
thence running at right angles with the Wabash, until it strikes the river Embarras, thence down the 
said river Embarras, to within three miles west of the Wabash, thence up the said Wabash, and parallel 
with the several courses thereof at the distance of three miles therefrom to the place of beginntg, 
granted by order of Nicholas Parrot, Pierre Gamelin, and Pierre Querré, magistrates, and signed by 
Gabriel Legrand, clerk of the court. 

Thomas Flower claims an undivided third part of an undivided seventh part of the above entire 
grant, as assignee of the heirs of the aforesaid Francois Bosseron. 

Thomas Flower, assignee of Ambroise Dagenet and Bosseron, claims an uncertain quantity, part of 
the aforesaid grant. 

Thomas Flower claims an undivided third part of an undivided fourth part of a grant, made by the 
court to Pierre Querré, father, and Pierre Querré, son, of a tract beginning at the river Marié to White 
river, and about ten leagues deep, excluding from the said grant any land they may have been already 
granted, as assignee of Pierre Querré, father. 

The heirs of Isaac Decker, assignee of Pierre Querré, father, claim 2,000 acres, part of the preced- 
ing grant. 

Jonathan Purcell, assignee of Pierre Querré, claims 5,000 acres, part of same grant. 

Thomas Flower, assignee of Pierre Querré, claims 20,000 acres, part of the same grant. 

Thomas Flower claims an uncertain quantity, as assignee of the said Pierre Querré. 

Thomas Flower claims an undivided third part of an undivided moiety of an entire grant from the 
court to Pierre Gamelin and Nicholas Parrot, dated 20th November, 1783, lying between Point Coupeé 
and river Marié, ten leagues deep, excluding from the said grant any land that may have been already 
granted, as assignee of Pierre Gamelin. 

Thomas Flower, as assignee of Pierre Gamelin, claims 41,000 acres, part of the preceding grant. 

Jonathan Purcell, assignee of Pierre Gamelin and Nicholas Parrott, claims 27,500 acres, part of the 
foregoing grant. 

William Purcell, assignee of Piccre Gamelin and Nicholas Parrot, claims 1,000 acres, part of the 
same grant. 

Andrew Purcell, assignee of Pierre Gamelin and Nicholas Parrott, claims 1,000 acres, part of the 
same grant. 


Without dwelling on the extraordinary circumstances of the above recited supposed grants, wherein 
the members of a court of justice have made to each other such unusual donations, and appropriated to 
themselves such a large and valuable part of the country, the commissioners will observe that the State 
of Virginia never authorized the courts to grant lands; that, after the cession, Congress, taking into 
consideration the hard case of a number of inhabitants, who, under the impression that these grants were 
good, had moved into Vincennes and the Illinois country, benevolently stepped in, by the act of 1791, 
and directed the governors of the Territory to confirm claims of that description, provided the land claimed 
had been actually improved and cultivated, not exceeding 400 acres to any one person. 

Considering, therefore, the present claims as grounded upon a transaction fraudulent ab initio, 
entirely unusual, (the same court never having before granted more than 400 arpents, or 340 acres, with 
a clause of actual settlement thereto annexed,) and not contemplated by the act of 1791, reject in toto all 
the foregoing claims. . 





Special cases. 


1L—N 0. 1, 


The two following cases being so peculiarly confused and blended together, put the commissioners 
under the necessity of making a special report thereon, giving therein a circumstantial history of the 
whole; stating the inferences they draw therefrom, and, finally, suggested their own decision. 
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A. j 


Amongst the claims contained in Judge Vanderburg’s notice, entered on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1804, as settled and written in his own hand, is to be found the following, viz: [28,] one other tract 
of 160 arpents, joining the two last-mentioned tracts confirmed and ordered to be surveyed by order of 
the governor of the Territory for Angelique Racine, only heir of Jean Baptiste Racine, called Beauchain, 
her father, and by the said Angelique and L. Denoyon, her husband, assigned to the said Henry Vander- 
burgh. 

To which is annexed the following general certificate, written in the same hand, and signed by the 
secretary of the Indiana Territory. 


B. 


Secretary’s Orrice, December 31, 1804. 

I, John Gibson, secretary of the Indiana Territory, do certify that I have carefully examined the 
foregoing claims to land, from number one to number thirty-four inclusive, the property of Henry Van- 
derburg, Esquire, and that they have all been confirmed and ordered to be surveyed by the different gov- 
ernors of the Territory, as appears of record in the said office. Given under my hand at Vincennes the 
day and date above written. 


. JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory. 
C. 


The same Henry Vanderburgh entered on the same day a notice written and signed by him with the 
name of Angelique Racine, in the words following, viz: 

Notice to, &c., of the land claimed by Angelique Racine, as heir to her father, Jean Baptiste Racine 
dit Beauxchain. 

A tract of 160 arpents confirmed and ordered to be surveyed by the governor of the Territory, a cer- 
tified copy of which is herewith delivered. Here follows the location. 

Enclosed in the above notice, and in support of the last and foregoing claims, was the following 
certificate in the same Henry Vanderburgh’s handwriting, except the words alias Beauxchain, and signed 
by the secretary of the Territory. 


D. 


I certify that there is an order of the governor of the Territory, in my office, to survey for Angelique 
Racine, as heir of her father Jean Baptiste Racine, one hundred and sixty arpents of land, also one other 
tract for 160 arpents of land to the said Angelique Racine, as heir to her father Jean Baptiste Racine, 
alias Beauxchain. 

JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory. 


Underneath the above certificate is written in the same hand as follows, viz: one of the above tracts 
has been conveyed to Henry Vanderburgh, and is entire with his claims. 

In the record of Winthrop Sergeant’s entries of claims to land made in 1797, book B, are found the 
following entries respectively numbered by number 51; and 129, in the handwriting of the said Henry 
Vanderburgh. 

Angelique Racine 4 arpents by 40, at the big hill, which was granted and allotted to her father, 
Frangois Racine, upwards of thirty years ago. 

Pierre Cartier and Jean Baptiste Potovin prove the grant, allotment, and cultivation, in which they 
aided, in company with the said Racine. The land is three miles east of the village, or thereabout. 
Decotteaux also proves the above. 


F. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauxchain, one of the first settlers of this country, claim 160 arpents of land 
joining the donation. 


The land has been called for more than forty years Beauxchain’s cote, after the owner’s name. This 
land, from the best information, though not positively proven, seems to have been assigned him by the 
governor of this place upwards of forty years ago. 

The claim, therefore, appears to have gained strength from its great antiquity, and from this con- 
sideration we are induced to recommend it to your particular attention. Beauxchain died in the country 
and never owned any other land. 

When these claims were exhibited, Henry Vanderburgh was acting with others as commissioner to 
receive land claims, by appointment from Col. Sergeant. 

In consequence of the foregoing entries, the following orders of survey were issued, as recorded in 
Winthrop Sergeant’s book C, containing warrants of survey, pages 24 and 34. 


G. 


Angelique Racine, 4 arpents by 40, at the big hill, granted and allotted to her father, Frangois Racine, 
upwards of thirty years ago, about three miles eastward of Vincennes. 


If. 


The heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauxchain, one hundred and sixty arpents of land joining the donation 
survey, the same agreeably to ancient boundaries, it appearing to have been very early in the family. 

The first order of survey, marked G, is not executed; the land being included in the donation tract, 
is located on the west side of the Wabash, and is alluded to in the entry C, of Angelique Racine, who 
therein calls her father Jean Baptiste Racine, and not Frangois. 

The second order of survey, H, has been executed; the land surveyed in consequence thereof lies at 
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some distance south of the donation tract, and is alluded to in the entry A, of Henry Vanderburgh, the 
present claimant, wherein he is called Angelique Denoyons, father of Jean Baptiste Racine, alias Beaux- 
chain. That the father of Angelique Racine should be named by the same person, in one place, A and C, 
Jean Baptiste Racine dit Beauxchain, in another, G, Frangois Racine, and in a third, H and F, Jean Bap- 
tiste Beauxchain, were circumstances calculated to awaken suspicion, inasmuch as Henry Vanderburgh 
is son-in-law of Angelique Racine, formerly Mrs. Cornover, now Mrs. Denoyer, and could not be supposed 
to mistake the name of the father of his wife’s mother. 

The secretary of the Territory, to whom these suspicions were communicated, went into the examina- 
tion of the books of Col. Sergeant, and sent to the commissioners the following letter, to which were pre- 
fixed the two orders of survey marked G and H, verbatim, as they stand on Col. Sergeant’s record, properly 
certified and subscribed by him to the commissioners of the land office for the district of Vincennes: 


“GENTLEMEN: On the 26th of December, 1804, I signed a certificate of which the following is a copy, 
viz: [here follows the certificate alluded to, inserted above, and marked D.] This certificate was given 
at the solicitation of Judge Vanderburgh, who assisted me, as secretary of the Territory, to compare the 
contents thereof with the original record in my office. I have since found that it was not conformable to 
the record, but that the confirmation to the two tracts of land therein mentioned, made by Col. Sergeant, 
were in the words and figures first above written. See G, and H. As the former certificate is erroneous 
and done through mistake, | beg you will make the necessary alterations therein so as it may comport 
with the original record. 

“Tam, gentlemen, &c., 


“JOHN GIBSON, Secretary Indiana Territory.” 


With a view to throw some light on a subject involved in such obscurity, the commissioners exam- 
ined Frangois Racine, son of the late commandant, who, upon his oath, made the following aliswers to a 
series of questions put to him by the commissioner, page 1. 

That the name of Angelique Racine’s father was Frangois Racine, called Beauchene. 

That the name of his own father is Jean Baptiste Racine, called of distinction sake S¢. Marie, formerly 
commandant under the British government at this place. That Frangois Racine was never called vean 
Baptiste. 

That the hill above Abraham F. Snapp’s mill was called the grand cote and cote d Beauchene, and was 
one and the same place; that he never knew a man by the name of Jean Baptiste Beauchene, from which 
it appears evident that a grant of one hundred and thirty-six acres (one hundred and thirty-six arpents) 
was made to Angelique Racine, in right of her father Frangois, at the grand cote, the big hill; that the 
union of the christian name of Jean Baptiste Racine, alias St Marie, the ancient commandant at this place, 
with Beauchene, the additional name of Frangois Racine, and making the big hill and cote ad Beauchene, 
which are one and the same spot, two different places, a second grant has been obtained for a person who 
never had an existence. That the two notices entered by Judge Vanderburgh for himself, as assignee of 
Angelique Connoyer or Donnoyere, in right of her father, Jean Baptiste Racine, alias Beauchene, for one 
hundred and thirty-six acres, and by himself for the same Angelique, in the same right for a similar 
quantity, with the certificate, was surreptitiously obtained from General Gibson, and not with the record 
of Winthrop Sergeant, mentioned above. 

The commissioners are therefore of opinion that the grant made to Angelique Racine, as heir to her 
father Frangois, ought to be confirmed, although her notice is incorrect in claiming in the name of Jean 
Baptiste instead of Frangois, her real father, and it is entered as such in the list of confirmed c/aims. 

That the governor’s grant to the heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchene ought to be considered a nullity, 
as having been made to an ideal person, under a feigned name, made use of for the purpose of deceiving 
the governor. That Henry Vanderburgh, the present claimant, cannot be considered as an innocent 
purchaser, as the whole transaction, from the beginning, has been conducted by him and in his own 
handwriting, and that the land surveyed for the heirs of Jean Baptiste Beauchene still belongs to the 
United States. 


No. 2. 


Judge Vanderburgh entered his claim to one hundred acres of land, part of a donation tract, as assignee 
of Joseph Hamelin, to whom claimant says the same was granted as head of a family at Vincennes, 
before the year 1783. John Harbin has laid claim to the remaining three hundred acres, as assignee 
of the said Joseph Hamelin. 


In the records of the Territory is found the grant of four hundred acres to one Joseph Hamelin, to 
whom No. 88 of said donation tract was allotted, now claimed by Richard Pollard as assignee, (docu- 
ment B,) and but one Joseph Hamelin is to be found on the record. The only support of the present 
claim is an order of survey from Arthur St. Clair, directed to Robert Bunton, surveyor of the public 
lands, found amongst the papers, whereof the following is a copy (see book B, page 250), 

Survey for Joseph Hamelin four hundred acres of land, a donation as head of a family, contiguous to 
the donation tract, it having been proven to me that he is entitled as head of a family in 1783, but his 
name omitted when the list was made out; and this shall be your warrant. 

ARTHUR ST. CLAIR. 

Rozert Bunton, Surveyor of Knox. 


DecemBer 21, 1799. 


Fhe fact stated in the above order of survey, namely, that Joseph Hamelin’s name had been omitted 
when the list was made out, is evidently a mistake, since, from the records of the Territory, it appears 
that a donation tract was in fact granted to one Joseph Hamelin, who drew No. 88. 

They therefore reject these claims, as founded on the above order of survey. It remained then for the 
commissioners to consider this case as unsettled, on the presumption that there existed another man of 
the same name who might have been entitled, but of this they have obtained no evidence. 
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No. 3. 


James Legerwood, assignee of William Page, 340 acres, by grant of the court, dated March 10, 1782. 


The only support of this claim which has been entered and considered by claimant as settled, is an 
authenticated copy of the deed of court to William Page of the above-mentioned number of acres on the 
Mill creek, with the following words, evidently in governor St. Clair’s handwriting, viz: “To be sur- 
veyed,” endorsed on the back thereof, which copy was forwarded to governor Harrison, in the fall of 
1804, together with sundry other papers and petitions, with annotations in the same handwriting, appearing 
to have been memoranda of said governor’s decision thereon. Those papers were handed by governor 
Harrison to the register. No confirmation of the same claim appears in the records of the Territory. 
In addition to the above, it is to be observed that the land herein claimed has been two or three years in 
possession of the claimant, a bona fide purchaser, who lives and has made valuable improvements thereon, 

The commissioners, without any evidence of cultivation and improvement, would have rejected this 
claim, but being induced to believe that it had been confirmed by governor St. Clair, although by him 
neglected to be entered in the territorial records, have come to a determination to consider this claim 
as confirmed, and have entered the same on their books accordingly. 


No. 4. 


Frangois Hamelin and Pierre Cabasier have entered in the register’s office their respective claims to 
donation rights, as heads of families at Cahokia, and have exhibited affidavits in support thereof. 
The above claims may have been entered with the register of the Kaskaskia district; that con- 
sideration slone would justify the commissioners in declining to take them up. 
But they are convinced that they have no power to enter into the investigation of claims which do 
not belong to their district, and therefore decline expressing any opinion on their merits. 





Commissioners’ Orrice, Vincennes, May 27, 1812. 


Sir: The commissioners for examining claimants’ lands in the district of Vincennes, in pursuance of 
the act of Congress of the 30th day of April, 1810, entitled “An act providing for the sale of certain 
lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other purposes,” beg leave to report: 

That their examination being by the provision of the said act strictly confined to donations or 
gratuitous grants made by resolutions or acts of Congress, they have not gone into the merit of claims 
founded upon French or British grants, or supposed rights derived from concessions of courts and com- 
mandants, as not coming within the purview of the said act, and have therefore rejected them. 

Document marked A is a list of such description of claims. 

Document marked B is a list of claims coming within the purview of the law, but rejected for want 
of evidence in support thereof. 

Document marked C is a list of claims exhibited to the former board of commissioners, and on which 
they had made their decisions, which are rejected as not entitled to the benefits of the said act. 

Document marked D contains the claims, (and evidence in support thereof,) which, in the opinion of 
the commissioners, ought to be confirmed had they not been excluded by the provisions of the said act, 
confirming the benefits thereof to those who were minors, or absent at the time formerly.appointed by 
law for registering claims to land, 

Document marked E contains a list of claims which in the opinion of the commissioners ought to be 
confirmed, arranged conformably to the method adopted in their former reports, and exhibiting the origi- 
nal, the present claimants, and the persons to whom they ought to be respectively confirmed. 

Document marked F contains a list of claims rejected on the merits, and the substance of evidence 
adduced in support thereof. And document marked G contains some special cases. 

The imperious duties of the land office, the unavoidable interruptions arising therefrom, and the 
negligence of Claimants in bringing their testimony, have been the principal causes which have pro- 
tracted the conclusion of this business. 

We are, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
JOHN BADOLLET. 
NATHANIEL EWING. 


“ 


Axsert Gauiatin, Esq., Secretary of the Treasury. 
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A list of claims to lands, not embraced by the act of the 30th of April, 1810, entitled 
the sale of certain lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other 


A. 


‘An act providing for 
purposes.”’ 





Original claimants. 





| 
Arpent, Jean Baptiste ..... | 
Benezette, Frangvis........ 
Bardan, Madam...... 
Barrois, Francois, jr........ 
Brouillette, Michel .........) 
Bolon, Amable...........0. 
Barrois, Frangois, sr........ 
Bordeleau, Michel ..........! 
Bordeleau, Antoine......... 
Barrois, Jean Baptiste...... 
Bonen, PwrTre «6 cicsccsses 
Brouillette, Michel, sr....... 
Brouillette, Michel, sr....... 
Bradley, Samuel ........... 
ee A ee 
ee ee ee 
Barllerjon, Nicholas ........ 
Boneau, Jean Baptiste ...... 


e 
. 
. 
. 


Present claimants. 


Quantity 
claimed. 








Bazinet, Frangois.......... 
Beckes, Parmenes .......... 
Crepeaus, Louis........-+06. 
Chartier, Joseph ...........| 
Codere, Toussaint..........! 
Cartier, Pierre. ..sccscccees 
Cartel, VIG ics sccecccees! 
Catholic church of St. Francois 
Deleawirer, Jean Baptiste... 
Deleawirer, Louis .......... 
Duchené, Jean Baptiste..... 
Dudevoire, Charles ......... 
Drouet, widow dit Richarville 
Dagenay, Ambroise........ 
Decker, Moses... sscesssiece 
Docket, JOU: 06s isesscnses 
Ducharme, Joseph.......... 
Edeline, Louis ............ 
Elper, 
Ford, Kyah ...ccceccscseee| 
Foreman, Thomas.......... 
Field, Keen ......cscceeces 
Gamelin, Pierre........e00. 
Glaze, Adam ......scccesces 
Henry, James .....cccesees 
Hamilton, William ......... 
Heap, Henry ...-.-eesevece 
Hollady, Hezekiah ......... 
Harbin, Joshua ........+66- 
Jennings, Robert .......... 
Langueds, Charles ......... 
Lefevre, Bernice ........66. 
Lamoureu, Joseph........6. 
Lafontaine, Etienne........ 
Lardoine, Amable.......... 
Levens, JameS....seeeeeees 
Lognon, Joseph....++eeeees 
Lamoureux, Joseph......... 
Lamoureux, Joseph......... 
Mekl, Martin ......-eeeees 
Maisonville, Joseph, jr 
Mayotte, Nicholas.......... 
Mallet, Louis, sr........+-6. 
Mallet, Pierre ....csccccees 
Mayotte, Nicholas.......... 
Moredock, Johns....-eeeees 
Mail, Frederick ....+..e+-6- 
McGrue, Joseph......eeeeee 
Mulligan .....eeeeeeeveees 
Mulligan, 

















A) Oe 


Jean Baptiste Arpent, heirs of ...... 
Francois Benezette, heirs of ........ 
Madam Bardatis. 2. 0s0sccessecess 
Francois Barrois, jr., heirs of ....... 
Michel Brouillette, heirs of ......... 
Amable Bolon, heirs of..........+.4. 
Francois Barrois, sr., heirs of....... 
Michel Bordeleau, heirs of.......... 
Antoine Bordeleau, heirs of......... 
Jean Baptiste Barrois.........see0. 
ee 
Charice Vilemeeve 6c. cssccsccceces 
Michael Brouillette.........cecccsses 
Samuel Bradley......cesccccsveses 
John Bradley.....cccccccccccscces 
dock Baker, hereof 6. ccscccecseses 
Nicholas Barllerjon,.heirs of........ 
Jean Baptiste Boneau..........000. 
Francois Bazinet, heirs of ......066. 
Joseph Johnston ...eccceceeceesees 
Louis Crepeaus, heirs of.....-.e000 
Joseph Chartier, heirs of.......+.4. 
Toussaint Codere, heirs of ........6. 
Pierre Cartier, heirs of.......cccee. 
Victal Carron, heirs of .......020s000 
Catholic church of St. Frangois...... 
Jean Baptiste Deleawirer .......... 
a ee 
Jean Baptiste Duchené, heirs of..... 
Charles Dudevoire, heirs of......... 
Antoine Drowet ...cccccvrcsscesecs 
Ambroise Dagenay, heirs of........ 
ee a 
TO TOC on 5 6k seen eesewrecane 
Joseph Ducharme ......eeceesceeee 
Louis Edeline, heirs of............. 
a DE 6 650 csen sega seneeendees 
Kyah Ford ......cccccsscccecccees 
Thomns POreMa. o.icccsseccsevess 
Been Fickds:...scscccsssscvecesces 
Pierre Gamelin, heirs of........006. 
TR ons civ a vaedineeseane. 
James Henry, heirs of .....esceeeee 
PRCOD YOGET 2h scescccessessccvees 
Henry Heap, heirs of .....eseeerece 
Hezekiah Holladay ......cceccceeee 
Joshua Harbin, heirs of........608. 
Robert Jennings, heirs of .......... 
Charles Langueds, heirs of .....+... 
Bernice Lefevre, heirs of .......0.6. 
Joseph Lamoureu, heirs of.......... 
Etienne Lafontaine, heirs of ........ 
Amable Lardoine, heirs of.......... 
James Levens, heirs of..........0. 
Joseph Lognon....sceceeccececeees 
William Perry, heirs of ........+.2. 
William Perry, heirs of ..........6. 
Abraliaes SORMGGs «<a csccesesees 
Joseph Maisonville, jr., heirs of ..... 
Nicholas Mayotte .....eccccccccece 
Louis Mallett, sr., heirs of.......... 
Pierre Mallet, heirs of ........ee0. 
Nicholas Mayotte, heirs of.......... 
Be Pee ere Tee TT Te Teer 
i 
SOO TITIES oo sec ence san tecenes 
Mulligan, heirs of ........006. 
—— Mulligan, sr.......ssccccececs 








136 1-10 acres. 
50 acres ...- 
50: acres .... 
50 acres.... 
50 acres .... 
50 ACKEB ss « ¢ 
50 acres.... 
SO ACKER... 6 
50> acres)... 
50 acres.... 
50 acres .... 

400 acres.... 

400 acres.... 

400 acres.... 

400 acres.... 


eeoeeereeeeeeves 





300 arpens...| 
| 
50 acres 2 .«| 


JO AGLES 6..<< 
400: acres .... 
50 acres.... 
160 arpens... 
DO! SELeG «i.2 
300 acres.... 
160 arpens... 


160 arpens... 


50 acres .... 


50 acres.... 


50 SRETES'. «>< 








50 acres... | 


80 arpens ... 
HO AEKON. é oe 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
OO ACKES 3... 
50 “aGress cs 
160 arpens... 
400 acres.... 
50 aeres .... 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
50 acres.... 
50 acres.... 
50 SELES ss:6: 


80 arpens... 


50 acrea.... 
400 acres.... 
50 acres.... 
480 arpens... 
50 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
50 acres .... 


50 acres....| 


. 
. 


50 acres 
50 acres.... 
50 acres.... 
400 acres.... 
100 acres.... 


400 acres.... 


400 acres.... 
400 acres.... 





Nature of the 
claim, 





Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Ancient grant. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
Improvement. 
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A.—List of claims to lands—Continued. 





; 
Original claimants. Present claimants. | Quantity Nature of the 
| claimed. claim. 





Mallet, Francois ...........| Frangois Mallet, heirs of .......... | 160 arpens...| Ancient grant. 
McKey, Samuel............/ Samuel McKey, heirs of............| 29 arpens...) Ancient grant. 
Mallet, Francois ...........| Frangois Mallet, heirs of ..........0.) Ancient grant. 
‘Naw, Michael .............) Michael Naw, heirs of .............) 50 arpens...) Ancient grant. 
Pelletier, Francois ........./ Pierre Pelletier ..........0+++e++2., 50 acres....| Ancient grant. 
Louis Pluchon, heirs of ............; 50 acres,...| Ancient grant. 
Guillaume Page, heir............ .| 50 acres....| Ancient grant. 
Pusley, Thomas. . PORE PT 6 ive veexessss00es| cacevecsvedes| Green, 

Querre, Pierre .............| Pierre Querre, heirs of..........+.../ 160 arpens...| British grant. 

Richard, Angus..... ......| Angus Richard, heirs of............) 50 acres.,...) Ancient grant. 


Reed, William.........+...| William Reed........ceccccccesees| 400 acres... | Improvement. 
| Richards ......ceeeeeeeeeeeee) 400 acres..../ Improvement. 
| 











Pluchon, Louis ...0-+.s00. 
Page, Joseph......eeeeeees 


° 
. 
- 
. 
. 
7 
. 
. 
. 
. 














Richards, weeecceescees| —— Richard, heirs of .............| 50 acres....| Ancient grant. 
Selby, Thomas.........-++..| Thomas Selby .....ecceccccsccceee| soocscceseees| Improvement. 
Springle, Michael, sr........) Michael Springle, sr. ......+...+...) 400 acres ....) Improvement. 
Springle, Jacob............| Jacob Springle seseccecsccccscecces| 400 acres ....| Improvement. 
Springle, Michael, jr........! Michael Springle, jr.........++.++..| 400 acres....) Improvement. 
Sullivan, Daniel, sr........./ Daniel Sullivan, jr.........2e2.+-6.) 400 acres ....) Improvement. 
Spring, Simon .........+++., Simon Spring ......eeeeeeeeeeeeee, 400 acres....| Improvement. 
Z St. Dizier, St. Dizier, heirs of............| 50 acres... .| Ancient grant. 
St. Marie, Joseph ..........) Joseph St. Maric..............+++.) 160 arpens ...) Ancient grant. 
St. Marie, Frangois Bourbon.) Frangois St. Marie Bourbon, heirs of; 50 acres....! Ancient grant. 
St. Marie, Jean Baptiste ....| Jean Baptiste St. Marie, heirs of...... 50 acres...) Ancient grant. 
Teverbaugh, Jacob, sr......| Jacob Teverbaugh, sr.............., 400 acres....)| Improvement. 
Thorn, Michael ............| Michael Thorn............0.+.++..| 100 acres....| Improvement. 
Up, Jacob... ..cccescceseee! SACOD Up .ssscccccccceccceeceeeee! 400 acres....) Improvement. 
Villeneuve, Charles........./ Charles Villeneuve, heirs of......... 50 acres....) Ancient grant: 
Villeray, Jean Baptiste .... .| Jean Baptiste Villeray, heirs of .....! 50 acres...., Ancient grant. 
Wells, Thomas ............| Jacob Warrick. .......eeeeeeeeeee) 400 acres ....| Improvement. 


Richards, 














Ce 














B. 


A list of claims in support of which no evidence has been exhibited, and have consequently been rejected. 





ae 
Quantity Nature of the 
claimed, claim. 


} 
° ° ° | 
In whose right claimed. Present claimants. | 
| 





Militia donation. 


| . 
Barron, Pierre ...202+.s0++.)| Pierre ee he ate ecco 100 acres... 








Butteaux, ieebedeweeeenl Butteaux, heirs of ............/ 400 acres....) Donation. 
ee er -| 100 acres....) Militia donation. 
Bonvouloir, Pierre..........| Pierre Bonvouloir, heirs of..........) 400 acres....; Donation. 
Constant, Jean Baptiste.....) Jean Baptiste Constant, heirs of.....) 400 acres....) Donation. 


Chaurete, Jean Baptiste.....) Jean Baptiste Chaurete ............) 100 acres....). Militia donation. 
Drenon, Jacob .........+..+.| Jacob Drenon, heirs of.........+.+.) 100 acres ....| Militia donation. 
Decker, Samuel............| Samuel Decker.........eseeeeeeee-) 100 acres....! Militia donation. 
Epler, (hsOee bonnes eee Epler ..eecececeeececeeesees+| 100 acres....! Militia donation. 
Fields, Keen .....c0.2.e0e-| Keen Field......cccccccccceese+ee| 100 acres....| Militia donation. 
Jordan, Thomas............/ Thomas Jordan ........+....+2.+++) 400 acres....! Militia donation. 
Levins, James .........-...| Thomas Levans.........+0..---++-| 400 acres..../ Militia donation. 
Lassell, Jacques ...........| Jacques Lassell, heirs of...........) 400 acres....) Militia donation. 
Levins, James .....++..00. Militia donation. 
Levins, Richard........... Militia donation. 
Morin, Louis. .....0+. Donation, 

Mallet, Francois, jr. ....... Militia donation. 








PN DUN. cc kcstcsscscavencces| 100 Seeiei. ss 
pe eee a ee 
Louis Morin, heirs of ............--| 400 acres.... 
Francois Mallet, jr......2+2 ssecesee| 100 acres.... 

















Mulligan, KPesseeneee Mulligan, heirs of ........++.-,) 100 acres....{ Militia donation. 
Mulligan, , ST. seeeeeee) —— Mulligan, sr.........e+eeee--) 100 acres....) Militia donation. 





William McGowen ........+++s-+++, 100 acres....! Militia donation. 
Thomas Pusley ........+.+e++++++-) 100 acres....) Militia donation. 
| 
| 





McGowen, William......... 
Pusley, Thomas. .......:0s| 
Romagot, Mariann ........ | Mariann Romagot, heirs of .........| 400 acres....) Donation. 
Richards, Richards, widow ............+.| 400 acres.-..! Donation. 
Rose, Benjamin ............| Benjamin Rose.......e+eeeeeeeee++; 100 acres...., Militia donation. 
Selby, Thomas............./ Thomas Selby ......eeeseeeeeeeees, 100 acres....| Militia donation. 
Saverns, Bryant D..........) Bryant D. Sayerns ........++-+-+-- 100 acres....) Militia donation. 
Smith, Hugh ..............| Hugh Smith, heirs of ............. . 400 acres....! Donation. 
Scoggans, Jonas...........| Thomas Levins ........6...++eeee56) 400. acres....| Donation. 
Trottier, Francois ..........) Francois Trottier, heirs of..........) 400 acres....! Donation. 
Thompson, Joseph..........) Joseph Thompson .....+eeeeeee.--- 100 acres....) Militia donation. 
Wortman, Samuel..........| Samuel Wortman ..........+e022+.| 400 acres... 7 Donation. 


Yoder, Jacob ‘cjiiaiabaaaiala! Jacob Yoder. ....eeeeeeeeereeeeeee 400 acres...) Donation. 








eeoeereeeeeer eee 
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C. 


A list of claims heretofore exhibited to the former commissioners. 




















Original claimants. Present claimants. Quantity | Nature of the Observations. 
claimed. | claim. 

— | 
Berthume, Nocl...+++e++++++-| Andre St. Marie Racine.....-+ 400 | Donation ....-- | Presented to the former commissioners. 
Barril, Francois ..+++++++eee++| Francois Barril, heirs of. .....- 400 | Donation ....-+ | Granted by the former commissioners. 
Cornoyer, Louis.-++++se++++++| Louis Cornoyer, heirs of ..+++++ 400 | Donation .....+ | Presented to the former commissioners. 
Dumay, Ambroise ...+++++++++| Ambroise Dumay ...eeeeee eves 400 | Donation .....- | Granted by the former commissioners. 
Esparance, Jean Baptiste.....| Jean Baptiste Esparance .....- 100 Militia donation | Presented to the former commissioners. 
Grimmare, Charles ..-...++++-| Charles Grimmare ...+eeseeeee 100 | Militia donation | Presented to the former commissioners. 
Labreche, Paul .-..++++++++++| Paul Labreche, heirs of ....--- 100 Militia donation | Presented to the former commissioners. 
Rencault, Fran¢ois, alias Urno | Frangois Renault, heirs of, alias | 

TEN cece ccceccee voce ccsecs 400 Donation ...-++ | Granted by the former commissioners. 
Rembeault, Pierre .....++++++| Pierre Rembeault, heirs of ...- 400 | Donation ...--- | Granted by the former commissioners. 
Thorn, Solomon ..+eesseeeeeee| Solomon Thorn .sseeesseseees ‘| 100 | Militia donation | Granted by the former commissioners. 

D. 


A transcript of rejected claims which, in the opinion of the commissioners, ought to have been confirmed had 
they not been barred by the 4th section of the act of Congress, entitled ‘““An Act providing for the sale 
of certain lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other purposes.” 


The claim of the heirs of Frangois Pettier for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Frangois Pettier, father of the claimant, lived at Vincennes before and after the 
country was taken possession of by the Americans; that he kept house, and died about 20 years ago; 
that Pierre Pettier is the only surviving child, and has always lived at Vincennes. By reference to the 
records of the Catholic church, it further appears, that Pierre, the only surviving child and heir, was born 
in February, 1783, and was of course of age when the register office was first opened for receiving 
notices of claims. The opinion of the commissioners is, that the claim is just, but as the claimant was 
neither a minor, or an absentee during the time allowed by law for registering claims to land, it is rejected 
on that ground only. 


The claim of Rene Campeau for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant was on the militia roll at Vincennes, from the year 1786, until the year 
1795. By the act of 3d of March, 1791, claimant would be entitled; but his absence from the Territory 
during the time allowed by law for registering claims to land, not being proved, the claim is rejected on 
that ground. 


The claim of Francois Cardinal for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant did militia duty at Vincennes under deponent for two years previous to the 
marching of Col. Hamtramck up the Wabash, (that is to say the fall of the year 1790,) and that he was 
ordered to march with said expedition. He, therefore, would be entitled under the above recited act; but 
it not being established that he was absent from the Territory during the time allowed by law for register- 
ing claims to land, the claim is rejected on that ground only. 


The claim of the heirs of Bernice Lefevre for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Bernice Lefevre was married and kept at Vincennes when Captain Helms took 
possession of the country, that he died in the year 1779, or 1780, that he left no children, but left two 
nieces and one nephew living in Vincennes. No evidence being adduced of the existence of any other 
legal representatives, under age or absent at the time fixed by law for registering claims to land, the 
present claim, which would under other circumstances be confirmed, is rejected for the want of such 
evidence. 


The claim of the heirs of Jean Baptiste Valcour for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that the father of the claimant was at Vincennes when the Americans took possession 
of the country, that he had a family, lived and kept house therein, until about twenty-seven years ago, 
when he died ; that his eldest son, who is now the only heir, according to one witness, is twenty-six or 
twenty-seven years old, and according to another witness forty-two years old, and has always lived in 
Vincennes. He, therefore, was neither a minor, nor an absentee, during the time allowed by law for 
registering claims tu land. The claim, otherwise just, is rejected on the same ground as the preceding 


fae a emma ge ne Fo 





704 


PUBLIC LANDS. 


[No. 1833, 





E. 


A list of claims to lands in the district of Vincennes, which, in the opinion of the commissioners, ought to be 
confirmed pursuant to an act of Congress of the 30th of April, 1810, entitled an act providing for the 


sale of certain lands in the Indiana Territory, and for other purposes. 












































> P 
Original claimants. > § Present claimants: Nature of the claim. To whom confirmed. . 
= = & 
Fe F 
& & 
Auguein, Joseph .---++++| 400 | Joseph Auguein, heirs of ....++++) Donation....+.+++- | The heirs of Joseph Auguein ... | 400 
Boyer, Louis .-+++-+e++++| 400 | Louis Boyer, heirs of..++.+++++++| Donation......++-. | The heirs of Louis Boyer+.++++++) 400 
Bonvouloir, Joseph ..----| 400 | Joseph Bonvouloir, heirs of....+ °| Donation.......++++! The heirs of Joseph Bonvouloir . ‘| 400 
Becquet, Jean Bte.------| 100 | Jean Bte. Becquet...... eeeeeeee, Militia donation.... Jean Bte Becquet .sssseeeeeeees) 100 
Bazinette, Frangois..--+-| 400 Francois Bazinett, heirs of....--+ Donation ...+..e0. | The heirs of Francois Bazinette. | 400 
Chartier, Michel....-----| 100 Michel Chartier, heirs of ........| Militia donation ... | The heirs of Michel Chartier ....| 100 
Culbertson, John .....++-| 100 | John Culbertson.......seeeeeeee! Militia donation ....) John Culbertaon.....000 0000050] 100 
Cordere, Pierre .+.+++++--| 400 | Pierre Cordere, heirs of...+...-+- Donation. ..eessecee The heirs of Pierre Cordere...---| 400 
Caileau, Pierre...+++++++| 400 | Pierre Coileau, heirs of.... seeeee! Donation......e+---| The heirs of Pierre Caileau...... 400 
Cardinal, Nicholas... «---} 400 Nicholas Cardinal, heirs of.....--! Donation... ...ees+. | The heirs of Nicholas Cardinal... 400 
Cummings, Peter...-.---} 400 | Peter Cummings.......... sere! Donation... ...seee+) Peter Cummings ..+++++eeeeeeee| 400 
Dumay, Jacques..-+ee-++| 400 | Jacques Dumay ..+--seeeeeeeee+| Donation... .+. eeeee| Jacques Dumay ..sesceeseseeces) 300 
Denoyon, Louis....++++++| 400 | Louis Denoyon, heirs of ........+| Donation...........| The heirs of Louis Denoyon..---| 400 
Denoyon, Toussaint .--+-| 400 | Toussaint Denoyon, heirs of.....+ | Donation......+....| The heirs of Toussaint Denoyon. 400 
Depron, Guillaume .-----| 400 | Guillaume Depron, heirs of ......, Donation........+...| The heirs of Guillaume Depron...) 400 
Du Rocher, Joseph.--++++| 400 | Joseph Du Rocher, heirs of .....- Donation. ..es+eeees | The heirs of Joseph Du Rocher . | 400 
Godefroy, Jacques.+++++-| 400 | Jacques Ds sibccnsincsscs] Donation.......++++| Jacques Godefroy ..eeeeceseeeee 400 
Johnston, Ann, widow of 
Ezekiel Johnston «-+---| 400 | James Baird ...cecccccccccesees| Donation.essccecess| JAMES Baird. cccecccccsceccceess 400 
Johnston, Ezekiel .--++++| 400 | Ezekiel Johnston, heirs of .....--| Donation.......+-++| The heirs of Ezekiel Johnston... 400 
Keerhart or Gehrhardt 
Ezekiel ..++e++-eee+e+| 100 | Andrew Keerhardt or Gehrhardt, | 
HCIrs Of ceseeceeeceesseceeeeee, Militia donation....| Heirs of Andrew Keerhart or 
Gehrhardt. ...eeeccecescccvee 100 
La Planie, Joseph .. ----| 400 | Joseph La Plante......+++++++++) Militia donation ....| Joseph La Plante seeeeceeeseees! 100 
Le Vrie, Pierre ........-| 100 | Pierre Le Vrie weet eee ence eee Militia donation «..., Pierre Le Vrie .eeeessseeeeeeees, 100 
La Fontaine Etienne.....| 400 | Etienne La Fontaine, heirs of....| Donation........-++| The heirs of Etienne LaFontaine.| 400 
La Guarde, Jean Bte ....| 400 | Jean Bte. La Guarde, heirs of .. al Donation. ....eeeees | The heirs of Joan Bte. LaGuarde; 400 
L’Ardoine, Amable ......; 400 | Amable L’Ardoine, heirs of...... | Donation. ...eeeeee- | The heirs of Amable L’Ardoine.. | 400 
Peineau, Mariann ...----| 400 | Mariann Peineau, heirs of...++++| Donation. ..oesecees | The heirs of Mariann Peineau .. - 400 
Ruland, Israel .......+--| 400 P iam MURA .s0ssscsesccoeces| Bemetbonssssscesos.| Kaewel RUMBA. sc0ss0ssseeseeess| 400 
Reindo, Joseph Joachim..| 400 | Joseph Joachim Reindo...... es Donation..... sess Joseph Joachim Reindo..... sie 400 








F. 
A transcript of claims which have been rejected on their merits. 


The claim of the heirs of Pierre Borgne, alias Belfin, for a donation of 400 acres. 

It is proved that Pierre Borgne came to Vincennes a soldier under Gen. Clark in the year 1779, that 
he was a single man, rented deponent’s house for a year, wherein he worked at his trade in partnership 
with one Cantara, for about nine months, after which, he went and lived with one Lavislitte, about 
three months, at the end of which, he left the country, and has never lived in it since; of the circumstan- 
ces stated, not one is of such a nature as to bring this case under the act of Congress of the 3d of March, 
1791. The claim is therefore rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Charles Bonneau for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant’s father came to Vincennes before the Americans took possession of the 
country; that he kept house; but no evidence being adduced to establish the precise time of his death, 
whether before or since the expedition of Gen. Clark, the claim is rejected. 


The claim of Samuel Bradley for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant came to Vincennes, in the year 1785, lived and did militia duty therein 
until 1788, went to Illinois and returned in 1789, that he then went to Kentucky to join his family, 
whom he moved to Vienna on Grand river. That he came to Vincennes on business, in July or August 
1790, when he was detained until October waiting for company to return home with; it is further proved 
that he was ordered to go on Col. Hamtramck’s expedition, (in that year) was seen on the parade with 
a gun on his shoulder, but did not go. From the circumstances stated it appears that claimant was not 
a settled inhabitant of Vincennes, but a traveler, whose place of residence was Kentucky, that he was 
accidentally detained by apprehension of the Indians, and waited for company. 

The opinion of the commissioners is, that the benefit of the act of 1796, in-relation to militiamen, 
applies only to the inhabitants and not to sojourners. The claim is therefore rejected. 
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The claim of John Balis or Bayless, for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant came to Vincennes as an officer under general Clark; that he married in the 
winter of 1780, or 1786, and went to live ina house with his wife in the back part of the town, but 
whether he resigned his commission is not known; that he went away about the time the troops of general 
Clark left Vincennes, but did not go with them; they went by water and claimant by land. From the 
above statement it appears that claimant can be viewed in no other light than that of an officer of general 
Clark’s, to whom, no more than the privates, the act of 1791, in relation to heads of families, can by any 
means apply; it may also be observed, that the officers and privates of the Illinois regiment have been 
provided for elsewhere. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Pierre Beaupre, for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant came to Vincennes about 20 years ago; (that is, 1785) kept house therein 
by himself for two years, when he went away; claimant having come two years subsequent to the year 
1783, does not come within the purview of the act 1791. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Jean Baptiste Chicotte for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant lived in Vincennes before and after the Americans took possession of the 
country, was a single man and lived with his brother; claimant cannot be considered as the head of a 
family. ‘The claim is rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Victal Caron for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Victal Caron lived at Vincennes and kept house, but died before the Americans took 
possession of the country. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of the heir of Frangois Dumay for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant’s father lived in Vincennes and was about twelve years old when the coun- 
try was taken possession of by the Americans. Claimant’s father could not have been the head of a family 
on and before the year of 1783. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Pierre Dumay for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant was on the militia roll, and did militia duty at Vincennes, but it is uncer- 
tain at what time; that he left Vincennes four or five years before colonel Hamtramck’s expedition 
against the Indians (in the year 1790.) The claim is rejected, as not coming within the purview of the 
act 1791. 

The claim of the heirs of Joseph Dumay for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Joseph Dumay came to Vincennes about thirty-eight years ago, and lived there 
until about nine years ago, when he died; that he acted as an interpreter at the United States garrison 
at Vincennes, and at Greenville in 1795, but it is not known whether he was enrolled in the militia, and 
it is believed by deponent that he was exempted by being interpreter; the benefit of the act 1791 cannot 
be extended to Joseph Dumay without a forced construction, The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Jsaac T. Decker for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that the claimant did militia duty, in the summer of 1790, at the river Duchis station, 
about six miles from Vincennes; that claimant is older than deponent’s son Moses, who was born in the 
year 1780, and who has received a militia donation, (from the governor when acting as commissioncr. ) 
It does not appear that claimant was enrolled on the first of August, 1790, but on the contrary was not 
of sufficient age to be enrolled, or to do militia duty. The claim is therefore rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Josette Fauvelle for a donation of 400 acres. 
is proved that Josette Fauvelle was the wife of Jean Baptiste Ravelet, who left Vincennes abou 
It is ] 1 that Josette F ll tl fe of J Baptiste Ravelet, who left Vincennes about 
the year 1777, leaving his wife and family behind, and has never returned; that she left Vincennes before 
captain Holmes took possession of the country, (that is, June, 1778.) The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Charles Finley for a militia donation of 100 acres. 

It is proved that claimant came to Vincennes in the year 1786, staid about six months and went 
away, returned to Vincennes with the Kentucky militia who went with colonel Hamtramck against the 
Indians up the Wabash, in the year 1790, from which facts it appears that claimant was not a resident 
at Vincennes. The provisions of the act 1791, in behalf of militiamen at Vincennes, cannot apply to 
him. The claim is therefore rejected. 

The claim of the heirs of Jean Baptiste Frizy for a militia donation of 100 acres. 
It is proved that Jean Baptiste Frizy lived in Vincennes, in the year 1786, did militia duty therein, 


went with general Clark against the Indians in the same year; that he left the country in the year 1787, 
and has never returned. He cannot come under the law of 1791. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Vital Goyoux for-a donation of 400 acres. 

It is proved that Vital Goyoux lived at Vincennes when the country was taken possession of by the 
Americans; that he was a Single man, and it is not known (to deponent) that he kept house, or when he 
went away. The claim is rejected. 
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The claim of the heirs of Antoine Goyousx for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Antoine Goyoux lived in Vincennes when the country was taken possession of by 
the Americans; that he was a single man; that about thirty-three years ago, he, deponent, and a certain 
Mr. Larsh, lived together and kept house for one year; he cannot be viewed as the head of a family, 
The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Charles Lognon for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant was a trader and kept store at Vincennes when the country was taken 
possession of by the Americans; was a single man and lived with his brother; that he married about 
twenty years ago, and remained at Vincennes until about ten years ago, when he went away; he cannot 
be viewed as the head of a family between the years of 1779, or 1783. The claim is therefore rejected. 


The claim of Vincent Lafoy for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant lived at Vincennes, before and after the Americans took possession of the 
country, was a single man, had cattle, and kept house in company with a certain doctor Oliver, who was 
also a single man, but whether before or after the country was taken, deponent does not recollect; that 
after leaving Oliver, he lived with Angelique Mallet anda Mr. Cartier. From this statement claimant 
cannot be viewed as the head of a family. Therefore the claim is rejected. 


The claim of Jean Baptiste Langlois for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved claimant did militia duty at Vincennes, twenty-one years ago next September (to wit 
September, 1790), in captain Edelin’s company, wherein he remained as a private until about fourteen or 
fifteen years ago; that he has continued in the country ever since. It not appearing by any testimony 
adduced, that claimant did militia duty previous to and on the first of August, 1790, the claim is rejected. 


The claim of Luke Matson for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant did militia duty in the summer of the year 1790, at the river Duchis 
station (about six miles from Vincennes); that he is perhaps two years older than deponent’s son Moses 
(who was born in the year 1780.) At such a tender age the claimant’s services as a militiaman could 
not be of any real importance, and the act of 1791 cannot be understood to apply to children, but to 
effective militiamen. The claim is therefore rejected. 


The claim of Frangois Pepin for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that there was a voyager of that name in Vincennes; the time of his arrival or departure 
is not known, nor any other circumstance concerning him, The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Alexis Roubausx for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that claimant lived at Vincennes before and after the Americans took possession of the 
country; that he was a blacksmith and kept a shop of his own; was a single man, and lived with one 
Cornoyer; he cannot be considered the head of a family. Therefore the claim is rejected. 


The claim of Jacob Pea for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant did militia duty at Vincennes, in the years 1785, 1786 and 1787, and then 
went away; that it is not known whether he was at Vincennes in the year 1790. By the usual construc- 
tion of the act of 1791, in favor of militiamen, those only who having done militia duty and were found 
on the roll on the first of August, 1790, are entitled to the grant of one hundred acres; the claimant in 
this case being absent long before and at that time, cannot be entitled. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Joseph Patterson for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Joseph Patterson was an effective militiaman at Vincennes in the year 1786, was 
wounded by the Indians at the battle on Embarras creck, in the same year, staid at Vincennes some 
time, and went away to have his wounds cured, and has since died. This case cannot be considered as 
embraced by the law of 1791, for reasons assigned in the foregoing case. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of John Richardson for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant lived in and did militia duty at Vincennes in the years 1785 and 1786, 
and went away in 1787. This case cannot be considered as coming within the purview of the act 1791, 
for the reasons assigned in the aforesaid case. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of Edmund Hogen for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant came to Vincennes in the year 1786, did militia duty therein for about + 

: ibout a 
year, and then went away. This case not being considered as embraced by the law of 1791, for the 
reasons assigned in the foregoing case, the claim is rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of John Glass for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that John Glass came to Vincennes in the year 1785; that he was in the battle on 
Embarras creek with the Indians; that he piloted general Harmer from the mouth of Pidgeon on the 
Ohio to Vincennes, and diced in the latter end of the year 1788. The claim is rejected for the foregoing 


reasons. 
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The claim of the heirs of Joel Baker for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Joel Baker came to V incennes in the year 1785, and did militia duty therein; was 
in the battle of Embarras in 1786; sometime afterwards he went on a hunting party with some Indians, 
and was beard of no more; common report says he was killed by the Indians. The claim is rejected for 
the same reasons as above. 


The claim of the heirs of Antoine Rimbeault for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Antoine Rimbeault was living with his father in Vincennes when the Americans 
took possession of the country; that his said father left Vincennes before that event; that he continued 
to live with the rest of the children in the father’s house after the said father had went away; that Pierre, 
the eldest brother, was married, but whether he lived with Antoine is not known; that Pierre was killed 
by the Indians; that Antoine afterwards went on La Balmis’ expedition against Detroit (in the fall of 
the year 1789), and was also killed by the Indians. From which statement no circumstance appears 
which could constitute Antoine Rimbeault the head of a family; the claim is therefore rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Jean Baptiste Trudell for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Jean Baptiste Trudell came to Vincennes with general Clark, from the Illinois, 
when he came to take possession of the country, but had lived there before; that he remained in Vin- 
cennes many years after the country was taken; that he was not married, nor did he own a house of his 
own, though sometimes he lived by himself, and sometimes boarded with others. The claim is rejected. 


The claim of James Talbert for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that claimant did militia duty at the river Duchis station, (about six miles from Vin- 
cennes, ) in the year 1790, but whether he was enrolled is not known; that he stood his draft when colonel 
Hamtramck marched up the Wabash in the fall of that year. No evidence is adduced to prove t’ .t 
claimant did militia duty before or on the Ist of August, 1790. For the want of such evidence the claim 
is rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Jean Marie Barrois for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Jean M. Barrois lived at Vincennes before and after the Americans took possession 
of the country; was a single man and kept house by himself; the same witness being re-examined, said 
that he sometimes lived by himself and sometimes with his brother; that he never had a family. 

By a liberal construction of the section of the act of Congress of 1791, relating to donations, former 
commissioners have granted 400 acres of land to such unmarried men as kept house with working peo- 
ple, or servants, viewing them as real heads of families, but, in the opinion of the present commissioners, 
such a departure from the /eéfer, if not the spirit of the law, which seems to have had in view husbands 
and fathers only, cannot be justified, without the aforesaid circumstances being clearly established. In 
the present case no such thing is made apparent, and the vague expression of the witness, that Jean M. 
Barrois kept house (tenoit menage) which is even explained away by these words ‘he lived sometimes by 
himself and sometimes with his brother,’ repels the idea of a permanent mode of life, and can hardly mean 
anything else, than that Jean M. Barrois boarded himself, and does not constitute Aim the head of a 
family, either in a strict or an enlarged sense. The claim is therefore rejected. 


The claim of the heirs of Jean Moise Malbouef for a donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Jean Moise Malbouef was in Vincennes 36 or 37 years ago, that he had a house 
and lot, and was the head a family and lived therein, until about the year 1787 or 1788, when he went 
away and has never returned; another witness proves that he married in the year 1785 and was a hun- 
ter; another that he was a day laborer and sometimes hunted; that he had a house and lot of his own, on 
and before the year 1783, wherein he lived by himself; but had no family until the year 1785, when he 
married at the falls of the Ohio. The general and vague expression that Jean Moise Malbouef was a 
head of a family on and before the year 1783, used by one witness, is explained away by the circumstan- 
tial evidence of the other two, who state facts not to be mistaken. The commissioners cannot see that 
Jean Moise Malbouef was head of a family within the meaning of the act of 1791: the claim is rejected for 
reasons assigned in the preceding case. 


The claim of the heirs of Joseph St. Marie Racine for a donation of 400 acres. 


One witness proves that Joseph St. Marie Racine lived at Vincennes before the Americans took 
possession of the country; but he does not know whether he was alive when that event took place; that 
he was never married but kept house; another states the same circumstance with this difference only, 
that he believes he was alive when the country was taken by the Americans. The want of positive proof 
that Joseph St. Marie Racine was living when the country came unto the possession of the Americans, 
for the vague expression of one of the witnesses that he believes he was, is far from establishing that fact, 
would be a reasonable ground of rejection; but the fact well established, that he was a single man, and 
the total want of evidence of every circumstance which would induce a belief that he lived at the head 
of working people or other dependents, forbids the liberal extension of the law to this case. The claim 
is therefore rejected for the same reasons as in the preceding case. 
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G. 
Special cases. 


The claim of the heirs of Joseph Pancake for a militia donation of 400 acres. 


It is proved that Joseph Pancake was an effective militiaman at Vincennes in the year 1786; that 
he was with and under deponent’s (John Small,) command in the same year the engagement with the 
Indians on Embarras, where he was killed. 


The claim of the heirs of Jacob Howell for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Jacob Howell was an effective militiaman at Vincennes, in the year 1786; that he 
commanded a party at the engagement with the Indians on Embarras, wherein he was killed. 


The claim of the heirs of Alexander Wilson for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Alexander Wilson came to Vincennes in the year 1784; that he lived and did militia 
duty therein, until the year 1786, when he was killed by the Indians in the Embarras engagement. 


The claim of the heirs of Daniel Sullivan for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Daniel Sullivan came to Vincennes in the year 1785, when he did militia duty until 
1790, in the month of April of which year he was killed by the Indians. 


The claim of the heirs of Jacob Tevebaugh, for a militia donation of 100 acres. 


It is proved that Jacob Tevebaugh came to Vincennes in the year 1785, did militia duty therein 
until the year 1790, and that in the month of April of the same year he was killed by the Indians, with 
Daniel Sullivan. 

Preceding commissioners have construed the provision of the act of 1791, relating to militia grants, 
strictly, rejecting the claim of those who had left the country before the first of August, 1790, and 
although they had done militia duty for years before, and granted one hundred acres to such as, however 
recently arrived in the country, happened to be on the militia roll on that day. The present commission- 
ers entertained some doubts on the correctness of that construction, and were inclined to believe that 
more liberality would accord better with the intentions of Congress; they could not entirely reject the 
idea, that the clause of the act of 1791, in favor of militiamen, went to provide a reward of one hundred 
acres of land for every man who, having not received the donation allotted to the heads of families, had 
done militia duty during their residence in the country, since it had come under the American govern- 
ment, and that the enrollment, on the first day of August, 1790, was required as evidence of the perform- 
ance of that duty rather than a condition indispensable for obtaining the bounty. Fully sensible, how- 
ever, of the importance and necessity of an uniform system of decisions, they have hitherto made no inno- 
vations therein in relation to militia claims, and rejected those which were predicated upon performance 
of militia duty not extending to the first of August, 1790. But the foregoing claims present themselves 
under a very different aspect. The several persons in whose right the bounty of one hundred acres is 
demanded by their representatives, not only did militia duty, but lost their lives, some in the actual per- 
formance of that duty, and all by the hands of the common enemy. To have peremptorily rejected them, 
would have savored of injustice; to have confirmed them, would have been perhaps too great a deviation 
from the letter if not the spirit of the law and mode hitherto adopted in the decision of land claims. Under 
these circumstances, the commissioners, under a strong impression of the equity of the claims alluded to, 
have deemed it proper to lay the whole in the form of a special report, under the view of Congress, who 
alone can grant the relief which the law puts, (perhaps, ) out of the power of the commissioners to award; 
and feel no hesitation in expressing their opinion, that the respective claimants ought to receive the 
bounty of one hundred acres earned at the expense of the blood of their fathers and relatives. 
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OPINION OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES ON A CLAIM TO LAND IN 
MISSOURI. 


COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEBRUARY 25, 1835. 


IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, JANUARY TERM, 1835. 





CH. D. DELASSUS 
vs. Opinion of the Court, delivered by Mr. Chief Justice Marshall. 


THE UNITED STATES. 





This is an appeal from a decree pronounced by the court of the United States for the district of Mis- 
souri, by which the claim and title of the petitioner, Charles Dehault Delassus, to a tract of land in his 
petition mentioned, under a concession alleged to be authorized by the laws of Spain, and protected by 
the treaty ceding Louisiana to the United States, was declared to be invalid. 

The suit was instituted under the act of the 25th of May, 1824, ‘enabling the claimants to lands 
within the limits of the State of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, to institute proceedings to try the 
validity of their claims.” 

The petition, which is the institution of the suit, states that, on the 3d of March, 1795, Don Pedro 
Dechault Delassus Deluzicres, the father of the petitioner, addressed his petition to Don Zenon Trudeau, 
lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana, praying that a concession or grant should be 
made to him and his heirs, of a tract of land containing seven thousand and fifty-six arpens, French 
measure, being a league square. That said lieutenant governor, in compliance with said petition, and in 
obedience to an official instruction addressed to him by the governor general of the province of Louisiana, 
the Baron de Carondelet, did, by decree bearing date the Ist of April, in the year 1795, grant to said 
Deluzicres and his heirs, forever, a tract of a square league, situated on a branch of the river St. 
Francis, called Gabouri; and, by said decree, ordered Frangois Vallé the captain commandant of the post 
of St. Genevieve, to put Deluzicres forthwith in possession of the said tract of land, which was done on 
the 15th of the same month. A delay in the appointment of a surveyor for the province prevented the 
survey from being immediately made. It was made on the 14th of December, 1799. The petition pro- 
ceeds to state that the requisites of the laws for the preservation of his rights had been observed, that 
his father is dead, and the title is vested in the petitioner. He prays that his title and claim be confirmed. 

The answer of the district attorney professes ignorance of the facts, and insists that the petitioner 
be required to prove the validity of his claim. 

The petition of Pierre Charles Dehault Delassus Deluzieres, presented to Don Zenon Trudeau, licu- 
tenant governor of the western part of Illinois, &c., states that, in May, 1798, he resolved to come to 
Illinois, on the assurance of his lordship, the Baron de Carondelet, governor general of Louisiana, that he 
would order and authorize him, the said Don Zenon Trudeau, the lieutenant governor, &c., to grant him, 
the petitioner, a tract of land for the exclusive exploration of lead mines, &¢., which assurance is fully 
expressed in a letter annexed to the petition, which, he adds, conforms to a letter addressed to the lieu- 
tenant governor on the same subject. The petition then ascribes the delay in its presentation to long and 
severe illness, and to the difficulty of finding a tract of land adapted to the object. This being at length 
accomplished, and having found a spot indicating that it contains lead mineral on one of the branches of 
the river St. Francis, called Gabouri, the petitioner prays a concession thereof to the extent of a league 
square. 

The letter of the Baron de Carondelet is in these words: “The knight Don Pierre Dehault Delassus 
has entered into contract with this intendancy to deliver, yearly, during the term of five years, thirty 
thousand pounds of lead, in balls or bars. In order that he may comply with his contract, your worship 
will put him in possession of the land he may solicit for the exploration, benefit and enjoyment of the 
mines; for which purpose, he is to present a memorial directed to me, and which your worship will trans- 
mit, that I may give him the corresponding decree of concession, being understood, in the meantime, 
your worship will put him in possession. God preserve your worship many years. New Orleans, May 


7, 1793. 
“EL BARON DE CARONDELET. 
“To Zenon Trupeav.’”’ 


Other letters from the Baron de Carondelet, sustaining that above recited, were annexed to this peti- 
tion; and on the Ist of April, 1795, Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor of the province, granted the 
required concession. 

The regular documents to prove the survey and the possession of the premises by Delassus were also 
laid before the district court. 

The act of the 26th of May, 1824, gives the district court authority to hear and determine all ques- 
tions arising in any cause brought before it by the petition of any person claiming lands within the State 
of Missouri, ‘‘by virtue of any French or Spanish grant, concession, warrant or order of survey, legally 
made, granted or issued, before the 10th day of March, 1804, by the proper authorities, to any person or 
persons resident in the province of Louisiana at the date thereof, or on or before the 10th day of March, 
1804, and which was protected or secured by the treaty between the United States of America and the 
French republic, of the 30th day of April, 1803, and which might have been perfected into a complete 
title, under and in conformity to the laws, usages and customs of the government under which the same 
originated, had not the sovereignty of the country been transferred to the United States.” 

In the first article of the treaty referred to, the Consul of the French republic ceded to the United 
States, in full sovereignty, the province of Louisiana, with all its rights and appurtenances. The second 
article declares that in this cession “are included the adjacent islands belonging to Louisiana, all public 
lots and squares, vacant lands, and all public buildings, fortifications, barracks and other edifices which 


. 
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are not private property.”’ The third article stipulates ‘ that the inhabitants of the ceded territory shall 
be incorporated in the Union of the United States, and admitted as soon as possible according to the prin- 
ciples of the federal Constitution, to the enjoyments of all the rights, advantages and immunities of 
citizens of the United States; and, in the meantime, they shall be maintained and protected in the free 
enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the religion which they profess.” 

These are the stipulations which afford that protection or security to claims to land under the French 
or Spanish government, to which the act of Congress refers. They extend to all property until Louisiana 
shall become a member of the Union, into which the inhabitants are to be incorporated as soon as possible 
“and admitted to all the rights, advantages, and immunities of citizens of the United States.” That the 

erfect inviolability and security of property is among these rights, all will assert and maintain, 

The right of property, then, is protected and secured by the treaty, and no principle is better settled 
in this country than that an inchoate title to lands is property. 

Independent of treaty stipulation, this right would be held sacred. The sovereign who acquires an 
inhabited territory, acquires full dominion over it; but this dominion is never supposed to divest the 
vested right of individuals to property. The language of the treaty ceding Louisiana excludes every 
idea of interfering with private property—of transferring lands which had been severed from the royal 
domain. The people change their sovereign, Their right to property remains unaffected by this change. 

The inquiry, then, is, whether this concession ‘‘ was legally made by the proper authorities,” ‘and 
might have been perfected into a complete title, under and in conformity to the laws, usages, and customs 
of the government under which the same originated, had not the sovereignty of the country been trans- 
ferred to the United States.” 

The concession was made in regular form, on the first of April, 1795, by Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant 
governor of the western part of Illinois, in which the land lay, by special order of the Baron de Caron- 
delet, governor general of the province, given in consequence of a contract entered into by Deluzieres 
with the government for the supply of lead. 

By the royal order of 1774, the power of granting lands, which had been invested in the intendants 
by an order of 1768, was revested in the civil and military governors of provinces, who retained it vw til 
1798. (See White’s compilation, 208.) In the execution of this power, the lieutenant governors, or 
commandants of posts, as is fully shown by the proceedings before the various tribunals appointed 
under the authority of the United States, were employed to make the original concession and order of 
survey, and to put the grantee into possession. In 1795, then, when these acts were performed by 
the lieutenant governor, under the authority and by the special order of the governor general, those 
officers were the “‘ proper authorities,’ and had full power to make the concessions, and to perfect it by 
a complete title. Who can doubt that it would have been so perfected “in conformity to the laws, usages, 
and customs of the Spanish government, had not the sovereignty of the country been transferred to the 
United States?” 

A grant or a concession made by that officer who is by law authorized to make it, carries with 
it prima facie evidence that it is within his powers. No excess of them, or departure from them, is to 
be presumed. He violates his duty by such excess, and is responsible for it. He who alleges that an 
officer entrusted with an important duty has violated his instructions, must show it. 

This subject was fully discussed in the United States vs. Arredondo, 6th Peters, Percheman vs. the 
United States, Tth Peters, and the United States vs. Clarke, 8th Peters. It is unnecessary to repeat the 
arguments contained in the opinions given by the court in those cases. 

The concession is unconditional, the land was regularly surveyed, and the party put into possession. 

The objection made to this plain title is, that the concession is not made in pursuance of the regula- 
tions of O’Reilly. 

This objection was considered in the cases heretofore decided by this court, and especially in 8th 
Peters, 455. It is apparent that those regulations were intended for the general government of subor- 
dinate officers, not to control and limit the power of the person from whose will they emanated. The 
Baron de Carondelet we must suppose possessed all the powers which had been vested in Don O'Reilly, 
and a concession ordered by him is as valid as a similar concession directed by governor O’ Reilly would 
have been. Had governor O’Reilly made such a grant, could it have been alleged that he had disabled 
himself, by his instructions for the regulation of the conduct of his subordinate officers—instructions 
which the person that created must have been capable of varying or annulling—from exercising the power 
vested in him by the crown? 

The lead mine has been mentioned; but the act of Congress on which the case depends, contains no 
reservation of lead mines. It extends the jurisdiction of the court to all claims “ by virtue of any French 
or Spanish grant, concession, warrant, or order of survey,” legally made, &c., by the proper authorities, 
&c. This is such a concession. 

The court is of opinion that the claim of the appellant is valid, and ought to be confirmed. The 
decree of the district court is reversed and annulled; and this court, proceeding to pronounce such decree 
as the district court ought to have given, doth declare the claim of the petitioners to be valid, and doth 
confirm their title to the tract of land in their petition mentioned, according to the boundaries thereof, as 
described in the survey made by Antonio Soulard, principal deputy surveyor of Upper Louisiana, on the 
14th day of December, 1799, and his certificate of the said survey, dated the 5th of March, 1800, and 
appearing in the record of the proceedings of this cause. 

I, Richard Peters, reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the opinion of the court, delivered by Mr. Chief Justice Mar- 
shall, at January term, 1835. 


Witness my hand and seal, at the city of Washington, this 21st day of February, 1835. 
RICH’D PETERS. [1 s.] 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, JANUARY TERM, 1835. 





CHOTEAU ET AL. 
vs. Opinion of the Court, delivered by Mr, Chief Justice Marshall. 


THE UNITED STATES. 





Auguste A, Choteau and others, devisees of Auguste Choteau, presented their petition to the court 
of the United States for the district of Missouri, praying that their title to twelve hundred and eighty- 
one arpens of land near the town of St. Louis, in the State of Missouri, which they claim under the fol- 
lowing circumstances, be confirmed, 

The late Auguste Choteau applied to the then exisiting governor of Upper Louisiana for permission 
to establish a distillery in or near the town of St. Louis; which permission was granted on the 3d of 
January, 1800. 

He then petitioned for a concession for twelve hundred and eighty-one superficial arpens of land, to 
furnish firewood for his distillery; which was granted in the following words; 


“Sr. Lovis or Inurots, January 5, 1800. 


‘‘Being satisfied that the applicant has sufficient means to make available, in the term of the regu- 
lation of this province, the lands which he demands, the surveyor of this Upper Louisiana, Mr. Anthony 
Soulard, will put him in possession of the twelve hundred and eighty-one arpens of land, in the place 
where he asks it; and afterwards, the applicant will have to solicit the formal title of concession of the 
intendant general of these provinces, to whom belongs, by order of his Majesty, the disposing and con- 


ceding every kind of vacant lands of the royal domains. 
“CHARLES DEHAULT DELASSUS.” 


The permission of the governor general to erect the distillery is alluded to in the following letter 
from him to the claimant: 


‘‘New Orteans, May 20, 1799. 
‘““My Dear Frienp: Wishing to testify to you my esteem, by every opportunity, I merely assure you 
of my esteem, promising to answer your letter by the boat that just arrived, and which will leave here 
next week. In my instructions to Mr. Delassus, I recommend him particularly to favor all your under- 
takings, &c., &e. : 
“Adieu: 1 am in such a hurry that I have but the time to tell you that Iam your sincere friend, and 


most humble servant, 
“MANUEL GAYOSO DE LEMOS.” 


The order of survey was executed on the 10th of April, 1801, and the petitioner put in possession, 
which he retained till his death, having first made his last will, in which he devised it to the petitioners, 
who have taken all the steps required by law to preserve their claim. 

The petition prays for a confirmation of the title. The answer of the district attorney admits nothing, 
and submits the case to the court, on the proof to be made by the petitioners. The erection of the 
distillery, and the manufacture of spirits, to a considerable extent, the apparent motive to the grant, 
are fully proved. 

The distinction between the case of Choteau and others, and that of Delassus whose title has been 
confirmed, consists in this: The concession to Delassus was made by the lieutenant governor of Upper 
Louisiana, by direction of the governor general, at a time when the power of granting land was vested 
in the governors of provinces. This power was transferred to the intendant general in 1779, after 
which transfer, in January, 1800, the order of survey under which Choteau claimed was made by the 
lieutenant governor. The validity of the order depends on the authority of the lieutenant governor to 
make it. Choteau alleges, in support of this authority, that the lieutenant governor was also sub-delegate, 
in which character he was empowered to grant incomplete titles. 

Several documents have been laid betore the court, which satisfy us that the lieutenant governors 
were, by virtue of their office, sub-delegates. In the record in Soulard’s case, which, we understand, is 
to be considered as an exhibit in this, a letter from the lieutenant governor Delassus to the surveyor 
general is introduced, in which he recites a letter of Morales, the intendant general, to him, dated the Ist of 
December, 1802, informing him that, in consequence of the death of the assessor, he had closed the tri- 
bunal of affairs and causes relating to grants and compositions of royal lands. The letter adds, ‘I make 
this communication, in order that, apprised of this providence, you may not receive, frame, or transmit 
memorials soliciting lands until further orders.” 

In a letter of the 26th of August, 1799, addressed by Morales to Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, in 
which he notices instructions given by Delassus to Roberto McKay, in his character of sub-delegate, he 
observes, ‘‘I must say that it being contrary to law that one sub-delegate should transfer his powers to 
another,” ‘‘the instructions given by you cannot, nor ought to, have effect, and the more so as the sub- 
delegation of the intendancy is local.’ In a certificate given by Don Gilberto Leonard, treasurer of the 
army, and Don Manuel Gonzales Armirez, minister of the royal treasury, &c., of the province of Louisi- 
ana, they certify that, in pursuance of a decree of the senior intendant general ad interim, the senior 
colonel, Charles Dehault Delassus, formerly commandant of the post of New Madrid, and lieutenant 
governor of St. Louis of the Illinois, with the sub-delegation of the royal treasury in both situations,” &c. 

In the claims laid before the commissioners, and confirmed, are several which originated with Delas- 
sus, after the power of granting lands was transferred from the governor to the intendant general. This 
very order of survey was executed by the surveyor general in 1801; possession was delivered to Choteau, 
which was retained by him during his life, and appears to have remained with his devisees since his death. 

On this point the report made by the recorder and commissioners to Congress, under the acts of the 
9th of July, 1832, and the 2d of March, 1833, cannot be disregarded. They speak of the union of the 
two offices of lieutenant governor and sub-delegate as being universally understood and admitted. 

Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, whose deposition appears to be 
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annexed to the report of the commissiorfers, deposes, ‘‘that all the lieutenant governors of Upper 
Louisiana were, in virtue of their offices as lieutenant governors, likewise sub-delegate; that the oftices 
of lieutenant governor and sub-delegate were inseparable.’ Morales, who, immediately after the sale of 
the royal lands, had been transferred to his intendancy, assigns as one reason for issuing his regulations, 
“that the commandants, as sub-delegates of the intendancy, may be informed what they ought to 
observe.” 

If, as we think must be admitted, Delassus was sub-delegate as well as lieutenant governor, the 
transfer of the power of granting lands, belonging to the royal domain, from the governer to the intendant 
general, did not affect his power to give the order of survey, on which the title of the petitioner depends. 
That order is the foundation of title, and is, according to the acts of Congress, and the general under- 
standing and usage of Louisiana and Missouri, capable of being perfected into a complete title. It is 
property capable of being alienated, of being subjected to debts, and is, as such, to be held as sacred 
and inviolate as other property. , 

The power of lieutenant governor Delassus, in his character of sub-delegate, to make his order of 
survey, being established, all the principles settled in the preceding cases apply to this. No objection 
to the claim is perceived, and we think it ought to have been declared valid. 

The decree of the district court is reversed and annulled; and this court, proceeding to give such 
decree as the district court ought to have given, doth declare the claim of the petitioners, to the tract of 
land in their petition mentioned, to be valid, and doth confirm their title to the same, according to the 
boundaries thereof, as described in the survey made by Antonio Soulard, principal deputy surveyor of 
Upper Louisiana, on the 5th day of March, 1801, a certificate of which appears in the record, dated the 
10th day of April, 1801. 

I, Richard Peters, reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the opnion of the court, delivered by Mr. Chief Justice 
Marshall, at January term, 1835. 

Witness my hand and seal, at the city of Washington, this 21st day of February, 1835. 

RICWD PETERS. [1 s.? 
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IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TILE UNITED STATES, JANUARY TERM, 1835. 


THE DEVISEES OF AUGUSTE CHOTEAU 
vs. Opinion of the Court, delivered by Mr. Chief Justice Marshall. 
THE UNITED STATES. 





This is an appeal from a decree of the district court of Missouri, sitting under the act of the 26th 
of May, 1824. 

The devisees of Auguste Choteau, a citizen of Missouri, presented their petition to the district court, 
in which they state that their testator, on the 8th day of January, 1798, being then a resident of Upper 
Louisiana, obtained from Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor of that province, a decree directing 
Don Antonio Soulard, the surveyor general of the province, to put the said Choteau in possession of the 
land prayed for, and to survey the same, and make a plat and certificate thereof, to enable the said 
Choteau to solicit a complete title thereon from the governor general, who, by the said decree, was 
informed that the said petitioner’s circumstances were such as to entitle him to that favor. In pursuance 
of this decree, the survey was executed on the 20th of December, 1803, and the said Choteau put into 
possession of the tract surveyed, amounting to one league square, which he retained till his death, when 
he devised it to the petitioners, who have remained in possession ever since. 

All the steps required by law, for the preservation of the title acquired by the decree of the lieuten- 
ant governor, have been taken. 

The petitioners pray that their right and title to the land they claim may be confirmed. 

The answer of the district attorney admits nothing, and refers the claim to the court. 

Some testimony was taken, to show that the said Auguste Choteau was, at the time of his petition, 
and of the decree of the lieutenant governor, and at the date of the said survey, possessed of at least 
one hundred head of tame cattle, from two to three hundred hogs, from one hundred and forty to one 
hundred and fifty horses, about forty sheep, and from fifty to sixty slaves. 

The United States gave, in evidence, a petition of the said Auguste Choteau, presented on the 24th 
day of January, 1798, to the lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, praying for a concession of seven 
thousand and fifty-six arpens of land, situated on the north bank of the Missouri, about two hundred and 
five miles from its mouth, which petition was granted on the succeeding day. A survey of this tract 
was executed on the 17th of March, 1801; and it appears to have been conveyed by Auguste Choteau to 
Daniel Clarke, by deed, bearing date the 8th of September, 1804. This claim was offered to the board of 
commissioners, but being ‘ unsupported by actual inhabitation and cultivation,” was rejected... The 
board, at the same time, observed that the said concession is not duly registered. 

The only objection which can be made to the validity of this concession, is, that the petitioner did 
not possess as many tame cattle as the regulations of O’Reilly required. The eighth article of those 
regulations declares that no grant in the Opelousas, Attakapas, and Natchitoches, shall exceed one league 
in front, by one league in depth. The ninth is in these words: ‘To obtain in the Opelousas, Attakapas, 
and Natchitoches, a grant of forty-two arpens in depth, the applicant must make appear that he is 
possessed of one hundred head of tame cattle, some horses and sheep, and two slaves to look after them— 
a proportion which shall always be observed for the grants to be made of greater extent than that 
declared in the preceding article. 

There is some confusion in these two articles, which would lead to a suspicion that the translation 
may not be accurate. The eighth article declares that no grant shall exceed a league square; and the 
ninth, if to be understood literally, professes to prescribe the property which the applicant must possess, 
to entitle him to a larger quantity than a league square. It is also observable that this article is limited 
to the three districts mentioned, which are not in Upper Louisiana, and that they are peculiarly 
adapted to a grazing country, and to a grazing country only. There could be no motive for apportioning 
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one hundred head of cattle to two slaves in an agricultural country. It is probable that if the regula- 

tions of O’Reilly were extended to Upper Louisiana, they were extended with modifications, at least of 

the ninth article, so as to adapt the proportions of property required to the country to which the article 
yas extended. 

This supposition derives great strength from the fact that the lieutenant governor, who must have 
understood his orders, certifies to the governor, in his decree, “that the said applicant is in the circum- 
stances that merit this favor.’ The applicant is proved to have possessed more slaves than were 
required by the ninth article of O’Reilly’s regulations, though not so many tame cattle. 

We think also that, in the spirit of the decisions which have been heretofore made by this court, and 
of the acts of confirmation passed by Congress, the fact, that the applicant possessed the requisite amount 
of property to entitle him to the land he solicited, was submitted to the officer who decided on the appli- 
cation, and that he is not bound to prove it to the court which passes on the validity of the grant. These 
incomplete titles were transferable, and the assignee might not possess the means of proving the exact 
number of cattle in possession of the petitioner when the concession was made. 

It is remarkable that, if we may trust the best information we have on the subject, neither the gov- 
ernor nor intendant general has ever refused to perfect incomplete title granted by a deputy governor or 
sub-delegate. We cannot allow this objection to prevail. 

The objection drawn by the United States from the concession made on the 24th January, 1798, is 
not, we think, entitled to more weight. The eighth regulation, made by O’ Reilly, is not that no indi- 
vidual shall receive grants for more land than one league square, but that no grant shall exceed one 
league square. The words of the regulation do not forbid different grants to the same person, and, so 
far as our information goes, it has never been so construed. Neither of these grants, so far as we under- 
stand the geography of the country, lies in Opelousas, Attakapas, or Natchitoches. It does not appear 
that the grant made on the 24th of January has been established, and the record shows that it was 
rejected by the board of commissioners for reasons on the sufficiency of which we do not now decide, 
But it is conclusive that the concession of the 24th of January was subsequent to that of the 8th, and 
consequently could not affect it. 

We are of opinion that the district court erred in declaring the concession made to Auguste Choteau, 
on the 8th of January, 1798, to be invalid, and that the same ought to be confirmed. 

The decree of the district court is reversed and annulled; and this court, proceeding to give such 
decree as the district court ought to have given, doth declare the claim of the petitioners, to the tract of 
land in their petition mentioned, to be valid, and doth confirm their title to the same, according to the 
boundaries thereof, as described in the survey made by James Rankin, deputy surveyor, and certified by 
Anthony Soulard, principal deputy surveyor of Upper Louisiana, as appears by his certificate of the 29th 
of December, 1803, contained in the record. 

I, Richard Peters, reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, do hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true copy of the opinion of the court, delivered by Mr. Chief Justice Mar- 
shall, at January term, 1835. 

Witness my hand and seal, at the city of Washington, this 21st day of February, 1835. 

RICWD PETERS. — [1 s.] 
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FRAUDS IN THE SALE OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE SENATE MARCH 3, 1835. 


Mr. Pornpexter, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom was referred sundry resolutions of the 
Senate, instructing said committee to inquire whether any fraudulent practices had taken place in 
the sales of the public lands by means of combinations or companies of individuals, reported: 


That the great extent of country over which the public lands are spread, and the numerous districts 
into which it has been divided by law, for the convenience of the purehasers thereof at public or private 
sale, rendered the investigations which the committee were instructed to make tedious and difficult, and 
in some cases impracticable; but everything has been done which vigilance and industry could effect to 
overcome these obstacles, and a volume of testimony las been obtained, which is herewith presented to 
the Senate, subject to such order as the Senate may think proper to adopt in relation to it. It appears 
by the reports of the commissioners appointed to take depositions in several land districts, that most of 
the persons who have been large purchasers of the public lands, in connection with combinations or com- 
panies of speculators, who were summoned to give testimony concerning the frauds practiced by such 
companies, have either declined or positively refused to appear before the commissioners and testify. 
Hence the evidence is much more imperfect than it would have been if these persons could have been 
compelied to obey the summons issued under the authority of the Senate. Many of the speculators were 
persons filling high offices in the States in which the public lands purchased by them are situated, and 
others possessing wealth and influence, all of whom naturally united to render this investigation odious 
among the people; and in this manner influenced numerous witnesses to refuse their testimony to facts 
within their knowledge, touching the matters into which the committee have been instructed to inquire. 

In some instances the commissioners were threatened with personal violence, to deter them from the 
performance of their duties; and all who testified were denounced and put in fear by the powerful combi- 
nations whose conduct was the subject of scrutiny. In the district of lands subject to sale at Chocchuma, 
in Mississippi, the life of a person, acting as commissioner, was attempted; which, however, failed, and 
the assailant fell a victim to his own rash act. The committee have adverted to these circumstances to 
show the causes which have produced the delays in closing the examination of the witnesses, and the 
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means employed to prevent a full development of the frauds which have so extensively prevaile!l in cer- 
tain quarters in the sales of the public lands, which have resulted to the great injury of th: public 
interests, and of the poor emigrant who desired to purchase a home for himself and family. The com- 
mittee have withheld their report to the latest period of the session, in the hope that all the evidence 
might be received, to enable them to bring the investigation to a final determination; but in this they 
have been disappointed. 

Many of the commissioners have not returned the depositions taken by them, and therefore the report 
must necessarily leave the subject open to the action of the next Congress. The committee do not pro- 
pose to enter into a tedious detail of the evidence before them, as it will accompany their report, and may 
be read and understood by all who desire to inform themselves of the frauds which it discloses. They 
will barely present a summary of the general character of these frauds, and recommend such remedies as 
may be seen to be best adapted to the correction of them in future. It appears to the committee that the 
present system of laws for the disposal of the lands of the United States is fully adequate to the protec- 
tion of the public interests and of private rights; and the only medium through which frauds of any kind 
can be practiced, is in the maladministration of the laws by the officers who are entrusted with the 
superintendence of the sales of these lands. That all the mischiefs which have been so loudly complained 
of are to be traced to those whose duty it is to execute the laws, the volume of evidence now submitted 
to the Senate fully proves. The first step necessary to the success of every scheme of speculation in the 
public lands, is to corrupt the land officers, by a secret understanding between the parties that they are to 
receive a certain proportion of the profits, and that point being gained, every difficulty to the consumma- 
tion of their plan of operations may be removed, without the hazard of detection. 

These officers hold their commissions at the will of the President of the United States; and for 
causes such as have existed for several years past, and are believed now to exist, they ought in many dis- 
tricts to be removed from office; but the facility with which they may participate in frauds of the greatest 
enormity without detection, acting ostensibly under the name of another, and binding their associates to 
secrecy, and also the undue confidence often reposed in a political favorite or personal friend by the chief 
magistrate, too frequently protect officers who violate the laws from punishment, and thereby the prblic 
interests sustain injuries to an extent which cannot be accurately estimated. All these things have 
occurred for the last three or four years in districts where the most atrocious and outrageous frauds 
have been committed, as will abundantly appear by the testimony which accompanies this report. No 
officer has been removed for these causes; but the most guilty among them have been reappointed from 
time to time, until they have become bold and fearless in their course, well knowing how to retain their 
places and speculate on the public property. These defects are not in the law, but in its administration; 
and the remedy, if any, must be found in future legislation, applicable to the existing state of things. 

The committee have received but little evidence of frauds committed or tolerated by the land offices 
northwest of the river Ohio. These may nevertheless exist; but as no strong representations have been 
made on the subject, commissions for taking testimony have been sent only into the district of Zanesville, 
in Ohio. The evidence from that quarter shows a few cases of favoritism in the entry of public lands at 
private sale; and, at one time, the practice pretty generally prevailed of making the land offices deposi- 
tories of, scrip, receivable in payment of the public lands, in which a system of speculation was carried 
on by the several registers and receivers, in a manner and under circumstances deserving the severest 
censure of the government and the people. The late register at Zanesville was most deeply implicated 
in these speculations and other malpractices. He was rebuked by the Senate by the rejection of his 
nomination for reappointment; and, with this exception, it is believed that the sales of the public lands 
in Qhio, Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, and the Territory of Michigan, are fairly made according to law. 
The states of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana have been the principal theatre of speculations and 
frauds in buying up the public lands, and dividing the most enormous profits between the members of the 
different companies of speculators. The committee refer to the depositions of numerous respectable wit- 
nesses to attest the various ramifications of these speculations and frauds, and the means by which they 
have been carried into effect. That these depositions fall far short of the whole truth, on the subjects to 
which they relate, the committee cannot doubt, from the refusal of the parties concerned to appear and 
testify before the commissioners, or to answer interrogatories. From Alabama the testimony is yet 
incomplete, and much more may be expected prior to the next session of Congress. It appears, however, 
that an organized band of speculators has been formed in that State, with a large capital, on which 
immense purchases have been made of the public lands and Indian reservations in the tracts of country 
lately ceded to the United States by the Creek, Choctaw, and Chickasaw tribes of Indians. The first 
proclamation of the President of the United States for the sale of the lands acquired from the Creck 
Indians, by the late treaty with that tribe, was promulgated only four weeks before the sales took place; 
and, consequently, the inhabitants of that country had no opportunity of procuring the necessary funds 
to purchase the small tracts of lands which they had settled and cultivated; nor, indeed, did they know, 
with a few exceptions, when or where the sales took place. 

It appears from the testimony of Magruder, one of the commissioners for locating the Indian 
reservations in that country, that none but speculators attended those sales and made purchases, and 
that so great were the sacrifices made in the sales for the want of bidders, that a single section was bid 
off at about eight hundred dollars by the agent of a company, and sold off the next day for as many 
thousand dollars as it had cost the purchaser hundreds. ‘This case is selected as an example of what had 
occurred at these sales. The committee at the last session reported a bill to prohibit sales under these 
short notices, which was passed into a law, and therefore a like proceeding in favor of speculators cannot 
again occur. In Mississippi the most extensive speculations and frauds have been practiced, and the 
committee proceed to state the character of them under gencral heads, referring to the testimony for 
more enlarged specifications. 





I. THE MOUNT SALUS LAND OFFICERS. 


The register and receiver at this land office, Samuel Gwin and George P. Dameron, were notoriously 
engaged in extensive speculations in the lands of the United States. In order to secure the most valu- 
able tracts of land, of which they became possessed of accurate information by their official stations, they 
marked every such tract with the letter S, so that if any person wishing to purchase should apply for either 
of the tracts thus marked, the applicant was informed that the tract was previously entered, and in this 
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manner it remained unsold until they, or either of them, could make a suitable profit by private sale, or 
found it convenient to pay the minimum price and obtain a final certificate of purchase. The same prac- 
tice was likewise adopted to favor particular individuals who were the friends or favorites of those officers, 
and who had not the means to make prompt payment. It appears by the deposition of the present receiver 
in the said district, Summeral, who is shown by the evidence to be an honest, upright man, and a 
faithful public officer, that at the time he took possession of his office there were numerous tracts of land 
marked on the map with the letter S, which had not been sold, and which have since been opened to entry 
at private sale. The number of tracts so marked is stated at about two hundred. 

2. These officers were in the constant habit of selling the public lands to applicants on a credit, 
exacting from the purchasers a separate note as a bonus or interest on the nominal amount of the purchase 
money, “which they appropriated to their own use, and signed a receipt to the purchaser only when the 
money and interest were paid, and in the meantime the tract thus fraudulently sold was marked with 
the letter S, to prevent persons from making application to enter it. The law requires that the lands of 
the United States shall be sold for ready money only. 

3. These officers appear on the sale books to have become the purchasers of lands in their own 
names, contrary to the express provisions of law. 

They stand charged, by the testimony of many witnesses, with gross partiality and favoritism 
between applicants for the same tract of land, and with other devices highly vexatious to individuals 
who might incur their displeasure, and injurious to the interests of the government. How far these or 
like derelictions of duty, in violation of law, have taken place in other districts in that State or elsewhere, 
will more fully appear by an inspection of the evidence. The committee, however, deem it due to justice 
to state, that the present land officers at the Mount Salus district have done muc h to reform the abuses 
previously existing there, and these offices are now conducted with strict honesty and legal propricty. 





II, THE CHOCCHUMA DISTRICT. 


Samuel Gwin was transferred to this office, as register, from Mount Salus. The committee will not 
enter into the detail of the profligate scenes which took place in this district at the sales which opened in 
October, 1833, and which have continued to characterize the conduct of the register who controls the 
sales at private entry up to the present time. The evidence portrays greater cnormities at this office 
than is believed to have occurred at any time in any land district of the United States. To this evidence 
the committee beg leave to refer the Senate. It appears that three or more extensive companies of specu- 
lators met at these sales, who in a very short time after the sales opened united for the purpose of mono- 
polizing all the good lands then offered at public sale, of overawing bidders, and driving all competition 
out of the market. These objects were fully accomplished by certain articles of agreement entered into 
between the respective companies, a part of which have been published by a principal partner and agent 
of these companies. Among the extraordinary facts which the testimony discloses in relation to this 
combination are the following: 

1. That the agents of the company undertook to dictate terms to the actual settlers, and claim to 
themselves great “credit for having permitted cach occupant to purchase, or to purchase themselves for 
him, on certain conditions, a tract not exceeding one quarter section, at the minimum price of the govern- 
ment, to include his improvements, provided each settler should not bid at public sale for any other land. 
This privilege was granted by permission of the company of speculators, and the agents were employed 
to carry the same into effect, which they accordingly did. All who refused to enter into this arrange- 
ment, and they were but few, had no other alternative but to bid against the large capitalists of which 
the company was composed, and purchase his land at a high price; but the instant he submitted to the 
authority of the company, his i improvements were secured to him at one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre. One of the agents boasted that he had passed a pre-emption law in effect which had been rejected 
by Congress. 

Thus it will be seen that the laws were set at defiance; and a body of men, combined for the avowed 
purpose of speculating on the government, were permitted by the officers superintending these sales to 
dictate terms to bidders, to bre: ak down all competition, and even to arrogate to themselves the power of 
granting pre-emptions to actual settlers. These facts are well calculated to excite the indignant feelings 
of the people of these States, and ought to claim the serious consideration of Congress. The evidence 
further demonstrates that three-fourths of the valuable cotton lands sold at Chocchuma in October, 1833, 
were purchased by the agents of the speculators at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre, with the 
exception of a few tracts which were purchased at a higher rate. It further appears that the company 
established an office in the vicinity of the register’s office, at which they opened on cach day a regular sale 
of the lands purchased by them at public sale, and at this company sale all were permitted to bid who 
thought proper; but at the public sales the company claimed and actually enforced a complete monopoly. 
All this was done in open day, and could not be unknown to the officers of government, who superin- 
tended the sales, and who either connived at or participated in these fraudulent transactions. For a 
specification of particular cases of violation of the law, or manifest partiality on the part of the officers 
charged with the solemn duty of guarding and protecting the interests of the United States, the com- 
mittee refer to the de positions on the files of the Senate. 

The committee perceive by the evidence that the same scenes were acted over at the sales which 
took place at Columbus in the same year, and therefore decline entering into a detailed account of them. 
The Commissioner of the General Land Office, in reply to a call of the Senate, made a report, by which 
it will be seen that all the lands sold in that year at the offices of Choechuma and Columbus were monopo- 
lized by the speculators, generally at the minimum pric e of the government; and by the same report it 
appears that im one year the President of the United States caused to be offe red at public s sale, in Missis- 
sip pi alone, between seven and cight millions of acres, comprising the best Jands in that ereat cotton 
region. The committee are of opinion that this qui antity of land thrown into the market within so short 
a period of time, is unprecedented in the history of this government, and is highly prejudicial to the 
public interests. 

It must be obvious to every one acquainted with the progress which has been made in the sales of 
the public lands, that the tide of emigration into any one of the new States, and especially the southern 
States, would not require the quantity of land for cultivation which has been put in market | by order of 
the President, in Mississippi, for the period of fifteen or twenty years. The result is inevitable. A small 
portion of the Jands thus offered will be sold at public sale, where competition might be expected; and 
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immediately after the sales are closed, this vast body of land, consisting of millions of acres, will become 
subject to entry at the minimum price. Companies of speculators, with an almost unbounded capital, 
will forthwith employ agents to explore the lands remaining unsold, and every valuable spot will be 
entered, at the very inadequate price of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre. The sterile lands 
alone will remain subject to entry by the emigrating population at the land offices, while all the good 
Jands will be held by companies, who cannot be induced to part with them, except at a price at least 
equivalent to their actual value. In this manner the government has already sustained heavy losses, the 
extent of which it is difficult to ascertain; the emigrant is thrown on the mercy of the speculator, and 
the actual cultivation of the waste lands retarded to an indefinite period of time. The committee for- 
bear to enlarge on the numerous interesting facts brought to light by the investigation with which they 
have been charged; they content themselves with having made the foregoing summary, and herewith 
report a bill, providing, as far as practicable, against a recurrence of similar frauds and combinations in 
the sales of the public lands. The committee, furthermore, deeming the conduct of the officers charged 
with superintending the sales of the public lands a fit subject for the consideration and action of -the 
chief magistrate, beg leave to submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the evidence taken under the authority of the Senate, by the Committee on Public 
Lands, in relation to the conduct of registers and receivers, and frauds alleged to have been committed 
in the sales of the public lands, be respectfully referred to the President of the United States, 





Tue State or AraBama, Chambers County: 


At the office of George D. Hooper, a justice of the peace in and for said county, on the 24th January, 
1835, appeared Nathaniel H. Greer, Esq., a commissioner appointed by a Committee of Public Lands of 
the Senate of the United States, to take depositions concerning frauds in the sales of the public lands, 
and the conduct of the officers authorized by law to superintend these sales; and also concerning the 
matters referred to in a resolution of the Senate, of June 30th, 1834, instructing said committee; who 
proceeded (in pursuance of said commission) to propound interrogatories and take depositions in an 
alleged case of fraud in the location of public lands within the county of ,Chambers. 

The case of See-tar-ne, an Indian girl, alleged to have been fraudulently located on the south half of 
section twenty-four, and township twenty-three, and range twenty-seven, of the district of lands subject 
to sale at Montgomery; location made by Dr. Magruder. 


Interrogatories propounded to Micajah Williamson, a material witness in the above case: 
Interrogatory first. Do you know the parties? 
Answer. I know See-tar-ne; not Magruder. 
Interrogatory second. Relate what you know concerning See-tar-ne’s location, tending to show any 
fraud in the same at the time of the treaty. 
Answer, See-tar-ne, she was to all appearance about twelve years of age only, without a family, 
and living with her parents, and unmarried, and the only child, as far as I know, of her parents. 
MICAJAH WILLIAMSON. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
Justice of the Peace in and for Chambers County aforesaid. 


Interrogatories propounded to Joseph Irwin, a witness in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know See-tar-ne? 

Answer. I do. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know Dr. Magruder? 

Answer. I have seen him. 

Interrogatory third. Do you know anything tending to show fraud in See-tar-ne’s location by the said 
Magruder? If yea, relate what you know. 

Answer, I do not know that; what I know tends that way. I have known See-tar-nefrom the latter 
part of the year 1831 till this time. 1 would not suppose her to be more than eleven or twelve years of 
age at the time of the treaty. She was certainly then childless and unmarried. I had a conversation 
with See-tar-ne’s father, an Indian, named Ziki, (sometimes called Old Jack,) in the summer of 1833; 
and he in that conversation told me, that in consequence of a suggestion of old Nimrod Doyle, an Indian 
countryman, made after the treaty, she (his daughter) had taken up with a white man named Pannel as 
a husband, in order to become entitled under the treaty as a head of a family. She is still childless. I 
do not know certainly that Magruder located her. I suppose so from my recollection, and was present 
at the location. 

JOSEPH S. IRWIN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
Justice of the Peace in and for Chambers County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Ezekiel Taylor, a witness in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the parties? 

Answer, 1 know See-tar-ne, and have seen Magruder acting as locating agent. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know anything tending to show fraud in See-tar-ne’s location? If 
yea, relate what you know. 

Answer. I suppose the facts I know tend that way. She was living with her parents at the time of 
the treaty, childless, unmarried, and according to the best of my observation about twelve or thirteen 
years old only. I know that Magruder located her, being an eye-witness of the fact. 

EZEKIEL TAYLOR. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 
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Interrogatories propounded to Leroy McCoy, a witness in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the parties? 

Answer. I know See-tar-ne only. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know any circumstances showing fraud in her location? If yea, relate 
what you know. 

Answer. I could only say that I knew her some months after the treaty, and think she must have 
been under the age of twenty-one, and was without a family, and her father’s only child. 

Two of the purchasers said to me they had no doubt the location was a fraud, but they did not think 
that that would injure them; they had nothing to fearin the matter, being purchasers. These were Ethan 
Stroud and Doyle. 

Doyle told me that he told Meigs, who professed to be the agent, that he had purchased a number of 
locations fraudulently made, but had no fear of consequences. 

LEROY McCOY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Tue Srate or AraBama, Chambers County. 

I, Joseph J. Williams, clerk of the county court of Chambers county, do hereby certify that George 
D. Hooper, whose name is attached to the foregoing certificates of attestation, is a justice of the peace in 
and for said county, duly elected, commissioned, and sworn; and that full faith and credit are to be 
attached to all his acts as such. 

Witness my hand and private seal (there being no seal of office yet provided by law) this 24th 


January, 1835. 
JOS. J. WILLIAMS, Clerk. 


Tue Strate or AtaBama, Chambers County: 

The undersigned, Wm. H. House, clerk of the circuit court of Chambers county, Joseph J. Williams, 
clerk of the county court of said county, and Willis Kellam, deputy sheriff of said county, do certify, that 
we have been for some time acquainted with Micajah Williamson, Joseph Irwin, and Ezekiel Taylor, and 
Leroy McCoy, witnesses in the above case of See-tar-ne, and that they are respectable and credible 
witnesses. 

JOS. J. WILLIAMS, Clerk. 
WILLIAM H. HOUSE. Clerk C. C. 
WILLIS KELLAM. 





Tue State or Anapama, Chambers County: 

At the office of George D. Hooper, on the 24th January, 1835, Nathanici 1. Greer, commissioner, 
&e., continuing his investigation of frauds, proceeded to (No. 2) the case of Poeth Hadjo, an Indian, 
located on the west half of section thirteen, township twenty-three, and range twenty-seven, and alleged 
to have been located fraudulently by Dr. Magruder. 

Interrogatories propounded to Ezekiel Taylor, a witness in the above case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the Indian Chocolicho, or Augusta, or Poeth Hadjo? 

Answer. I know Augusta. I suppose Chocolicho and Poeth Hadjo to be his Indian names, 

Interrogatory second. Do you know any circumstances showing fraud in this location? If yea, relate 
what they are. 

Answer. At the time of the Creek treaty Augusta lived on Osalija creek, three or four miles from 
where he was located; he farmed it, and lived on this place of residence on Osalija, and had a house 
thereon. If there was any other family living thereon, I do not know. 

EZEKIEL TAYLOR. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Obadiah Harriss, a witness in same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know Augusta, and his Indian names? 

Answer. 1 do know him; but only by his English name, Augusta. 

Interrogatory second, Were you present at a conversation with him in which he was asked his Indian 
names? 

Answer. I was present when Joseph Irwin asked him his Indian names; but I do not recollect what 
he said were his Indian names. 

Interrogatorg third. Do you know where he lived at the time of the treaty? 

Answer. He lived on section (6) six of township twenty-three, and range twenty-seven, where he 
lives now. 

Interrogatory fourth. Did ever you have any conversation with the purchaser of the located land— 
Augusta’s reservation? 

Answer. I had a conversation with Maddox, the purchaser. He observed that when he bought the 
reserve he expected to get the place Augusta had formerly lived on, on the Weadka, where Augus creek 
runs into it; but on looking on it and finding it poor he would not have it; and having bought it from 
both Augusta and his son, and finding that all the good land at his then place of residence (on No. 6) 
could be embraced by one half section properly run, said he, the son will take that, and the old man 
Augus will float. 

Interrogatory fifth. What was the age and name of the son? 

Answer. At the time of the treaty, from his looks, he was about between 12 and 16, and has no 


family yet. He says his name is To-messa. 
OBADIAH HARRISS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 
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Interrogatories propounded to Joseph Irwin, a witness in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know Augusta and his names? 

Answer, I do know him. 1 asked him if his name was not Poeth Hadjo. We said he had been 
called so; but had given it up, because a Tallapoosa Indian had the same name, and had taken the name 
Chocolicho. 

Interrogatory second, What know you of any fraud by his location? 

Answer. He lived on number six spoken of in Obadiah Harriss’ testimony, and was located on the 
west half of thirteen, spoken of in the same testimony. 

JOSEPH IRWIN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, @ Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


The examination being continued January 26th, 1834, Benjamin Posey appeared and gave evidence 
as follows, in the case of Augusta, alias Chocolicho, or Poeth Hadjo: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the Indian Augusta, or Chocolicho or Hadjo? 

Answer, 1 do know him by two of the above names, Augusta and Poeth Hadjo. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know by whom he was located? 

Answer, He was located by Blake and Magruder. 

Interrogatory third. Relate what you know going to show fraud in the above case. 

Answer, I have known said Indian for the last seven years, or thereabouts; and at the time of the 
treaty he was living on number six, in township twenty-three, and range twenty-seven, and there was 
no other Indian living on said section but his own family; and the above-named Indian Augusta, alias 
Chocolicho, or Poeth Hadjo, was located on section No. 13, in the township and range aforesaid, and his 
son T'o-misse, located on No. 6 aforesaid, who cannot be more than 14 or 16 years old at this time; he 
has no family now, nor ever has had. 


his 
BENJAMIN + POSEY. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Tue State or Anapama, Chambers County: 


I, William H. House, clerk of the circuit court in and for the county of Chambers aforesaid, do 
hereby certify that Ezekiel Taylor, Obadiah Harriss, Joseph Irwin, and Benjamin Posey, witnesses afore- 
mentioned, are respectable and creditable members of the community in which they live. Given under 
my hand and private seal, there being no seal of office yet provided, this 26th day of January, 1835. 


WILLIAM H. HOUSE. [x. s.] 





January 26, 

The examination being continued, Frederick T. Boazman appeared, and after being duly sworn true 
answers to make to such interrogatories as should be propounded to him by Nathaniel H. Greer, commis- 
sioner, answers as follows, in a case (No. 3) of alleged fraud by the location of a certain Indian called 
Sucie or Jack, on the south half of section twenty-seven, in township twenty-three, and range twenty- 
eight: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the said Indian Sucie or Jack? 

Answer, | do. 

Interrogatory second, What do you know going to show the illegality of said location? 

Answer. Ido not know of his having any family, or ever had; I now live within half a mile of him, 
and have for the last twelve months and upwards, and if he had had any family I should certainly have 
known it. 

Interrogatory third, What has been the course pursued by the locating agents generally, in the dis- 
charge of their duties in the Creek purchase? 

Answer. From what part of their duties that has come under my personal observation, I believe their 
proceedings to have been corrupt. 


IF. T. BOAZMAN, 


The above witness being duly sworn, deposes to the truth of the above answers, and subscribes 
before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Mark Hudspeth, in the same: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the statements made by Frederick T. Boazman to be correct? 

Answer. I do. 

Interrogatory second. Do you know anything further going to show fraud in said location? 

Answer. I, at the request of Gideon Arthur, a white man, having an Indian family, examined the 
locating agent’s list for the name of the said Indian Sucie or Jack, and it was not to be found on said 
list; and on my informing him of those facts, he stated that he should have to give them names, as it was 
the only chance to get them Jand, and that other persons pursued that course. The witness further 
states that the said Arthur told him that if he could obtain land for said Indian he was to have half of it. 

MARK HUDSPETH. 

Sworn to and subscribed this 26th January, 1835, before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 
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Interrogatories propounded to Benjamin F. Brooks in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the said Indian Sucie or Jack, located on the aforementioned half 
section, and do you know the persons that located him? 

Answer. I do know Sucie or Jack, and I also know the persons who located him. 

Interrogatory second. What do you know in relation to said location going to show fraud? 

Answer. I was present when the location was made by Blake and Dr, Magruder, and if he has any 
family it is unknown to me; and I live in a mile anda half or two miles of him, the said Indian, and I 


have frequently been in his company and at his place of residence. 
BENJAMIN F. BROOKS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for Chambers County, Ala. 


Interrogatories propounded to Jackson Jones in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know the said Indian Sucie or Jack, and do you know by whom he was 
located? 

Answer. I do know the Indian, but I do not know by whom he was located. 

Interrogatory second. What do you know going to show that the said Indian was not entitled to land, 
or to that particular place under the Creek treaty of March, 1832? 

Answer. I live in one mile of said Indian, and if he has any family I do not know it; the said Indian 
came to where he now lives in the latter part of the year 1832, or the fore part of the year 1833; and 
Gideon Arthur, the white man living with said Indian, informed me that he was an Uchee, and came from 
the river O: ikmulge ec, In Georgia. 

Interrogatory third. What do you believe, from your personi il knowledge, has been the course pur- 


sued by the agents locating this part of the Creek purchase? 
Answer. | believe the course they have pursued to have been an improper one. 


JACKSON JONES. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


THe State or Atapama, Chambers County: 
At G. D. Hooper’s office, on the 29th January, 1835, the commissioner proceeded to the examination 
of John Patteson, a witness in the case of the alleged fraud in the location of Sucie or Jack. 


Interrogatories propounded to the said John Patteson, with his answers thereto: 

Interrogatory first. Know you of any circumstances tending to show fraud i in this location? If yea, 
please to relate them. 

Answer. If he had been in the Creek nation at the time of the treaty I should have known it, and I 
am confident he was not; nor have I any idea he ever had been in the nation before; and my reason is 
that Gideon Arthur, (before Jack came,) about a year after the treaty, told me he was going to get 
Indians, not living in the nation, but in Pulaski county, Georgia, where he said his Indians lived. He 
said he was going to get them in order to have them located under the Creek treaty. It is understood 
that he profits by his Indians; but he did not tell me so, After this conversation he brought Jack and 
others, sure enough, all of the Uchee tribe as said, and tried to establish them on my land, but I would 
not allow him. 

Interrogatory second. Does any pre-emption right exist on this land, or part of it, supposing no loca- 
tion? 

Answer. There does. Mr. Rhodes has a right of pre-emption thereon. 


JOHN PATTESON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Tue ‘Srate or Avapama, Chambers County: 

At George D. Hooper’s office, this 27th January, 1835, Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, &c., con- 
tinuing his investigation, proceeded to an alleged frand in (No, 4) the case of Thomas N. Berryhill, a 
citizen of Georgia, as alleged, located on the east half of section thirty, township twenty-three, and 
range twenty-seven of the district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery. Magruder the supposed 


locating agent. 


Interrogatories propounded to colonel William Towles, formerly a member of the house of repre- 
sentatives of the general assembly of Georgia, a witness in the above case, with his answers thereto: 

Interrogatory first. Are you acquainted with any circumstances tending to show fraud in the above 
location? If yea, please relate them particularly. 

Answer, Tam acquainted with Berryhill and his reputed mother, and have been these ten years. 
His reputed mother is a native of Georgia, and so is Berryhill. I have no more doubt of the relation of 
mother and son existing in this than in the cases of my ordinary acquaintancy. The mother removed 
into this State about two years ago, Berryhill is not the head of an Indian family. He drew, as a citi- 
zen of Georgia, a gold lot in her lottery. At an election in Stewart county, Georgia, last October, (1834, ) 
where he was voting as a citizen of Georgia, I conversed with him, and he told me that he knew he was 
not entitled to a location under the Creek. tre aty, being the son of a white woman and the husband of 
another, and the father of white children, and his family then living in that county. 

Interrogatory second, State, if you know, whether any pre-emption right exists on Berryhill’s reserve? 

Answer, There does, agree: ably to law. I myself would ce rtainly have been entitled but for the 
above fraud, as IT can fully prove. 


Interrogatory third. What is the general course, from your personal knowledge, by locating agents? 
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Answer. I feel obliged to say, that in the best of my judgment the provisions of the treaty have fre- 
quently been violated. 
W. TOWLES. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Wm. H. House, a witness in the above case, with his answers thereto: 

Interrogatory first. Do you know any circumstances tending to show fraud in this case? If yea, 
please to state them. 

Answer. He is not now, nor was at the time of the Creek treaty, the head of a family in this county or 
State. He has been in this county but as a transient person apparently. His mother apparently is a 
white woman. He came into the Creek nation some time after the treaty—some months afterwards— 
and remained until a week or ten days after his location was certified, and then returned to his Georgia 
family, where I understand he now lives. I was present on one occasion in this county when Whitaker 
refused him a location, sometime early in January last (1834.) I understand Magruder afterwards 
located him. 

Interrogatory second. What has been the general course, from your personal observation, of the locat- 
ing agents? 

Answer. I feel confident that there have been numerous violations of the treaty. 


WILLIAM H. HOUSE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


I do certify that I am acquainted with Col, William Towles, and William H. House, clerk of the cir- 
cuit court of this county, and feel no hesitancy in stating that every credibility should be given to their 
testimony to which any individual should be entitled in this State, this 27th January, 1835. 

NATHANIEL H. GREER, Commissioner. 


I do certify that IT am acquainted with Col. William Towles, and William H. House, clerk of the 
circuit court of this county, “ai feel no hesitancy in stating that every credibility should be given to their 
testimony, to which any individual should be entitled in this State, this 27th January, 1835. 

JOSEPH NEEL, Assessor and Collector of Taxes. 





The commissioner then proceeded to the investigation of an alleged fraud in the (No. 5) case of 
Jackson Doyle, a Creek Indian, (half-breed,) alleged to have been fraudulently located on the east half of 
section twenty-one, township twenty-three, and range twenty-seven, of the district of lands subjected to 
sale at Montgomery. 

Interrogatories propounded to William H. House, a witness in the above case, with his answers 
thereto: 

Interrogatory first, Know you of any circumstances tending to show fraud in the above case? If yea, 
please to state what they are with particularity. 

Answer. I know that he could not have been more than sixteen, or at the utmost seventeen, years of 
age at the time of the treaty, having known him nine or ten years; and he had not then, nor has he now, 
any family, being unmarried then, and now, and living with his father then and now. He was not the 


head of a family at the period of the treaty. 
WILLIAM H. HOUSE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
GEO, D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Col. Wm. Towles, a witness in this case, with his answers thereto: 
Interrogatory first. Know you of any circumstances tending to show fraud in the above case? If yea, 


state what they are. 
Answer. I knew Jackson Doyle some few months after the treaty; from my knowledge of him, I think~ 


he could not have been at the time of the treaty more than seventeen years of age. He was not, when I 
became acquainted with him, nor is he now, the head of a family. 
WM. TOWLES. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


I do certify that I have been acquainted with the above-named Indian, Jackson Doyle, for the last 
six or seven years, and know the above statements made by Wm. H. House and Win. Towles to be true. 


January 27th, 1835, 
NATHANIEL H. GREER, Commissioner. 

Wm. Towles and Wm. H. House being the witnesses in the case of Berryhill, additional certificates 
of character are deemed unnecessary. 





The commissioner next proceeded to the (No. 6) case of Muscoge, a Creek Indian girl, alleged to 
have been fraudulently located on the east half of section thirteen, township twenty-three, and range 
twenty-seven, of the district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery. 

Interrogatories propounded to Wm. IH. House, a witness in the above case, with his answers thereto: 

Interrogatory first. Know you of any circumstances showing fraud in this case? If yea, state them. 








740 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1335. 





Answer. Muscoge Doyle, (daughter of Nimrod Doyle, and sister of Jackson Doyle,) has been known 
to me nine or ten years; and at the time of the treaty could not have been more than eleven or twelve 
years old, according to my observation; was without children, and was not, at the passage of the treaty, 
nor is she now the head of a family. She still lives with her father. 

WILLIAM H. HOUSE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEO. D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Fresruary 5, 1835. 
Tue Srate or Avasama, Chambers County: 

Interrogatory propounded to John Free, in the same case: 

Interrogatory. Know you of any circumstances going to show fraud in this case? 

Answer. I know that she, Muscoge Doyle, is manifestly a minor, lived with her father at the time of 
the treaty, and lives with him yet. Witness further states that Jolm A. Hurst is deprived of the right 
of pre-emption by this alleged fraud. 

JOHN S. FREE. 





Tue Srate oF AtaBama, Chambers County: 

At the town of Lafayette, in said county, January the 28th, 1834, the examination being continued 
by Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, who proceeded to receive testimony in relation to an alleged fraud 
in the location of section (6) six, in township (21) twenty-one, and range (27) twenty-seven, of the 
district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery. 

Interrogatorics propounded to Thomas K. Smith, a witness in the above-stated case, (7,) and his 
answers thereto: 

Interrogatory first. Know you of any circumstances concerning the above-stated case going to show 
fraud? If yea, please state what they are. 

Answer, On the 17th day of December, 1833, I was present at a collection of Indians by John Broad- 
nax, locating agent, for the purpose of locating them, when Neaththlocco appeared as the claimant of the 
west half of the above-described section, and was located on it by the said John Broadnax. Witness 
further states that the said Neaththlocco was all the Indian having a hut on said half section, and he 
further states that at this time the section appears to be divided differently, say east and west, and an 
Indian located on each half; and the said Neaththlocco removed to a place much inferior, and the said 
lith day above alluded to was all the day that he (the agent) was ever known by me to be publicly 
locating in that town, Tuckebatchehargos. 

Interrogatory second. What further do you know going to show improper conduct by the said John 
H. Broadnax? 

Answer. I know that he located Arteshargo and Arpekartustenugga on section 12, in township 21, 
and range 26, in the district of land subject to sale at Montgomery, and in bis return it was shown to be 
public land; and on my arrival at Montgomery, at the land sales, was informed by colonel William 
Dougherty that Broadnax had given him the number of said section, and advised him to purchase it. 

Interrogatory third. Please relate the conversation that took place between yourself and colonel 
Abert, at Montgomery, at the above-stated time. 

Answer. I entered into a conversation with colonel Abert, and stated to him that his sub-agents had 
acted corruptly, or Broadnax had, and that I had the evidence in my pocket to prove the fact, and dared 
him to go into an investigation of his conduct. I then named the section of land above alluded to, and 
the half section first mentioned, and stated to him that the section had been returned as public land, and 
the legal location removed off the half section. He stated that Arteshargo and Arpekartustenugga was 
located on section 15, for he himself had put them there. This conversation took place in the evening, 
and on the next morning when the office opened I went in and found it was not the fact. I stated to the 
officer that section 12 was located on, for I saw it done; he stated that it was not so returned by colonel 
Abert, and that when he came to it he should proceed to sell it. I left the office, and soon after come in 
conversation with some gentlemen that had heard the conversation the other evening between myself and 
Colonel Abert, and stated to them the facts, and was speaking quite loud when the colonel made his 
appearance, but appeared disposed to pass on without an interview, when I pursued him and stated to 
him what was the result of my inquiry. He stated that if it was not returned as located it should be. I 
stated to him I should not believe it until I saw it. He went into the office, and I pursued him, and he 
made the alteration. The witness further stated, that since the time of this proceeding, he, John H. 
Broadnax, acknowledged that he was then a partner of Nat. M. Thornton & Co., who were the purchasers 
of said land, section twelve; but had found Nat. M. Thornton to be such a rascal that he had withdrawn 
from the company. 

THOMAS Kk. SMITH. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Caleb Hallaway, in the same case, with the answers thereto annexed: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in relation to the location on No. 6, in 
township 21, and range 27? 

Answer. I was present sometime in December, when John Tf. Broadnax was locating the Indians 
belonging to the town of Tuckebatchehargos; and there was an investigation gone into relative to the 
place Neaththlocco was entitled to, and it was made to appear that he was entitled to the west half of No. 
6, in township 21, and range 27, and was located on it by the said John H. Broadnax; and he is now 
removed on the west half of No. 1, in township 21, and range 26, and his first location is now assigned 
to other Indians, and located to N. M. Thornton & Co. 

aaa second. Relate what you know in relation to the location on No, 12, in township 21, and 
range 26. 














1835. ] | FRAUDS IN THE SALE OF LANDS. 741 








Answer, I know, that at the time above referred to, Arteshargo and Arpekartustenugga was located 
by John H. Broadnax on section 12, in township 21, and range 26. 
CALEB HALLAWAY. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 


Interrogatory propounded to William T. Moss, this 2d February, 1835, in the above case, with 
his answers thereto: 

Interrogatory. What know you showing fraud in this case? 

Answer. Why, Neathloceo before the location, claimed the half section on which I lived last year, 
and said he built the house. I moved this house in 1832. This half section was the west half of section 
six, township twenty-one, and range twenty-seven, 

WILLIAM T. MOSS. 

Sworn to and subscribed this 2d February, 1835, before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, a Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 





January 29, 1835. 

I, Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, continuing to investigate the frauds practiced by the locating 
agents, proceeded to examine William Morris in the location (No. 8) of Kissy or Kizy, located on the 
west half of section 10, in township 22, and range 27: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in relation to the above-stated case? 

Answer. General report says, that she is one of the wives of Peter Reid, and I know that Peter 
Reid is located himself from the locating officers’ books, as I have scen the map whereon was his location; 
and she, the said Kissy or Kizy, at the time of the treaty, lived with her mother and had no childrer 

Interrogatory second. Is there any person, in case of a removal of said location, entitled to a pre- 
emption on said land? 

Answer, Greenberry Gresham was the settler on said location whom the pre-emption act would 
embrace. 

WILLIAM MORRIS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County of Chambers, Ala. 


Interrogatories propounded to Joseph Neel, a witness in the above case, with his answers thereto: 

Interrogatory first. Know you any circumstances showing fraud in the above case? If yea, please 
state them. 

Answer. I knew Kissy at the time of the treaty. She was then one of the wives of Peter Reid, but 
without a child or children. Peter Reid had a reserve assigned to him. Kissy, at the time of the treaty, 
was living with her mother. Reid had another wife by whom he had children. 

Interrogatory second. Does any pre-emption right exist to this land, supposing this location not to 
have been made? 

Answer. Yes; Greenberry Gresham would be entitled. 

Interrogatory third. State, if you please, your opinion of the course of the locating agents generally, 
so far as that opinion is derived from personal knowledge. 

Answer. I consider that the treaty has been frequently violated by them. 

Interrogatory fourth. Was the half section on which Kissy was located bought previous to the loca- 
tion; and by whom? 

Answer. It was; and by Williams and Phipps, for the Columbus company. 

Interrogatory fifth. What mean you by the half section being bought previously to the location? Was 
this particular half section bought? 

Answer. I mean that a contract was made for her land. When the agreement was made she expected 
another half section; having, after the treaty, built a house and resided in it on the east of seventeen. 
She resided in it some weeks or days, I don’t recollect exactly how long. 

JOSEPH NEEL. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEORGE PD. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for Chambers County, Alabama. 


Tue Srate or Atasama, Chambers County: 

The examination being continued, Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, &c., proceeded to take testi- 
mony in case of an alleged fraud located by Orrin Whitaker, on the west half of section 10, in township 
22, and range 27, in the district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery, 


Interrogatories propounded to Baxter Taylor, and his answers thereunto annexed: 


Interrogatory first. Relate what you know in relation to the above location, going to show fraud, or 
any acts of the agent contrary to the treaty with the Creeks, of March, 1832. 

Answer. I call the name of the woman located there Kissy. She was said to be the wife of Peter 
Reid—one of them at least. She was located on the west half of 10 above spoken of. I can say further 
thas she was located on the tract on which Greenberry Gresham lived, and to which he had a pre-emption 
right but for this location, and that Gresham interfered with no man. I mean that he settled where his 
claim was not likely to conflict with any other person, Indian or white. This woman, Kissy, has had no 
children. I know she was certified to this place. Peter Reid had another wife. He and his two wives 
were all located; each had a reserve. ' 
BAXTER TAYLOR. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. ; 
GEO. D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 

















| 


742 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1835. 





Srate or Atapama, Chambers County: 

The examinations being continued by Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, &c., in the case (No. 9) 
of an alleged fraud practiced by Dr. Magruder, on fractional section 31, in township 22, and range 29, 
assigned to Mary, an Indian girl, alias Somihicky, this 29th day of January, 1835. 

Interrogatories propounded to Elisha Ray, a witness in the above case: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in the above case? If any, please state 
what it is, and by whom practiced. 

Answer. I can’t say by whom located, as I was not present at the time her place was assigned her, 
but I saw her name on the list of Dr. Magruder. 

The witness further states, that at the time of the treaty the said Mary, alias Somihicky, was living 
with William More, an Indian countryman, and said by him to be an orphan girl, and had no family at 
the time of the treaty, and I supposed was between seventeen and twenty years of age; I would most 
reasonably suppose seventeen years old, The witness further states that she had no separate or estab- 
lished home, save that of the house of William More. The witness further states, that he made an affida- 
vit with others, and handed it out of his own hands to Dr. Magruder, stating that the above-named girl 
was not entitled agrecably to the treaty. Dr. Magruder stated that he had a distinct recollectionZof a 
conversation with him on this subject, and that he would bear the papers to colonel Abert and have it 
attended to. 

Interrogatory second. Do you believe, agreeably to your own personal knowledge of the conduct of 
the locating agents, that they have acted in accordance with the treaty? 


Answer. I do not. 
ELISHA RAY. 


Strate or ALabama, Chambers County: 

I, James Thompson, judge of the county court of said county, do certify that Elisha Ray did this day 
personally appear before me, and subscribe and swear that the facts set forth in the foregoing page are 
Given under my hand and seal this 29th day of January, 1835. 

JAMES THOMPSON. [seat.] 


true, to the best of his knowledge. 


Interrogatory propounded to Sandford Thornton, Esq., a witness in the same case: 

TInterrogatory first. Do you know anything in relation to this case going to show fraud, or any 
management in relation to it not in strict compliance with the treaty? 

Answer. To the best of my knowledge the said girl, Mary, alias Somihicky, at the time of the treaty 
was living with William More, and had no family. 

The witness further states, that he is of opinion that she was located by Dr. Magruder. The witness 
further states, that Captain Ray, Mr. John Howard, and George Harper, made affidavits before me, then 
an acting justice of the peace for said county, to the illegality of the said location; and witness further 
states that he was present when the above affidavits were received by colonel Abert, together with 
another, setting forth the illegality of a location allowed to William More’s little son; probably he might 
not have received them all at the same time; and he observed that he did not know what the devil the 
white people need to care, for the government in the treaty had gave them so much land, and he did not 
see why the white people should interfere. 

SANDFORD THORNTON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 29th January, 1835. 


Tue Srate or ALaBama, Chambers County. 

On this 29th day of January, 1835, Sandford Thornton personally appeared before me, James Thomp- 
son, judge of the county court of said county, and subscribed the above page, and made oath that the 
facts therein stated are true, to the best of his knowledge. 


Given under my hand and seal. JAMES THOMPSON. = [seat] 


Interrogatory further propounded to captain Elisha Ray, in the same case: 

Interrogatory third. Did you ever have a conversation with Dr. McHenry, the certifying agent in the 
above case? If yea, please relate what it was. 

Answer. I did have a conversation with him, and asked him if I was to file the affidavit of some five 
or six witnesses in his office, setting forth the illegality of the location, if he would certify to it; and he 
told me that he would; that he had received no instructions not to do so. 

ELISHA RAY. 


Tue Strate or ALaBama, Chambers County. 

I, James Thompson, judge of the county court of said county, do certify that captain Elisha Ray 
did this day personally appear before me and subscribe his name as above, and did swear that the facts 
set forth in the foregoing two parts of pages are true, to the best of his knowledge. 


Given under my hand and seal this 29th day of January, 1835. 
JAMES THOMPSON. — [seat.] 


Interrogatory propounded to John Howard, in the same case, to wit, the location on fractional 
section 31, in township 22, and range 29, in the district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery: 

Interrogatory. What do you know going to show fraud in relation to the above case? 

Answer. 1 know that the said girl, Mary, alias Somihicky, who was located on the above-named 
place at the time of the treaty, was living with William More, and had no family or home for by the 
house of ‘said More. 

The witness further states that he filed an affidavit before Sandford Thornton, Esq., setting forth the 
illegality in the above case of the same testimony alluded to by Capt. Ray, the first witness in this case. 


JOHN HOWARD. 
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Tue State or Atapama, Chambers County: 
I, James Thompson, judge of the county court of said county, do certify that on this 29th ~~ of 
January, 1835, John Howard did sign his name to the foregoing part of page, and swear that the facts 


therein state id are true to the best of his know ledge. 
Given under my hand and seal. JAMES THOMPSON. [seat] 


Interrogatory propounded to George Harper, a witness in the same case of Mary: 

Interrogatory. Did you call on Dr. McHenry, the certifying agent in this case, for the name of the 
Indian located? 

Answer. I did call on him for the name, and he refused to give it to me, and stated to me that his 
books were not convenient, although it was at his place of residence, and the place at which he generally 
does business. 

his 
GEORGE XK HARPER. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th January, 1835. 


Tur State or ALaBaMa, Chambers County: 

I, James Thompson, judge of the county court of said county, do certify that George Harper did 
this day personally appear before me, and subscribe his name to the furegoing part of page, and swear 
that the facts therein set forth are true, to the best of his knowledge. 

Given under my hand and seal, this 29th day of January, 1835. 

JAMES THOMPSON. [seat] 





Interrogatories propounded to John Patterson, a witness in the case (No. 10) of an alleged fraud 
in relation to a location on the east half of section No. 3, in township 22, and range 28, located to 
Sowieka or Peggy, said to be an Uchee woman: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in the above location? 

Answer. I know that she, Sowieka or Peggy, came into the settlement in which she was located 
between the 8th and 10th of January, 1833, said to have come from the Oakmulgee river, in Georgia, by 
the white man, Gideon Arthur, who brought her here, and she has no children that I know of, and she 
has lived in the house with the said Arthur since she has been in this settlement, so far as I know. 

Interrogatory second. By this location will any person lose the right of pre-emption? 


Answer, They will. 
JOHN PATTERSON. 


Tue Strate or Anapama, Chambers County: 

I, James Thompson, Judge of the county court of said county, do certify that on this 29th day of 
January, 1835, John Patterson did sign his name above and swear that the facts contained in the forego- 
ing two parts of pages are true, to the best of his knowledge. 

Given under my hand and seal. 


JAMES THOMPSON. [seat.] 


Interrogatory propounded to David Neel in the same case: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show any fraudulent transactions in this case? 

Answer, That Ido not know so well how to answer the question as to the instructions of the locating 
agents that were shown to me at West Point, Georgia, on which I had a conversation with Dr. 
Magruder, stating to him that those instructions and the treaty seemed to me not to corroborate; he 
stated that they were going by the instructions. But it was then my opinion, and is yet, that the instruc- 
tions and the treaty do differ. But in relation to the above case, I know her as Peggy, or Sowicka, and 
the first time that I ever saw her in this settlement or county was in the last of December, 1832, or first 
of January, 1833. She had a child, which she appeared to claim, but whether it was hers or not I can- 
not say; and Arthur, a white man, who appeared to have the control of her and others, said that they 
were Uchee Indians, and that he had brought them from the other side of the Oakmulgee river, in 
Georgia, for the purpose of getting land for them. 

DAVID NEEL. 


Tue State or Anapama, Chambers County: 

I, James Thompson, judge of the county court of said county, do certify that on this 29th day of 
January, 1835, David Neel did sign his name to the foregoing part of a page, and swear that the facts 
therein set forth are true, to the best of his knowledge. 

Given under my hand and seal this 29th day of January, 1835. 

JAMES THOMPSON.  [seat.] 


Interrogatories propounded to Mark Hudspeth, in the same case, say the alleged fraud on the east 
half of section 3, in township 22, and range 28: 

Interrogatory first. Please state anything you know going to show fraud in the above locations; and 
please state if this alleged fraud was remove <d, whether w ould any person be entitled to a pre-emption 
or not? 

Answer. I know that she was said to be an Uchee Indian, and came to the settlement in which she 
was located some time in the latter part of the year 1832, or the first part of the year 1853, in company 
with a white man by the name of Gideon Arthur, who seemed to have the control of her and others; and 
the said Arthur frequently told) me that he brought her with others from the Oakmulgee river, Georgia, 
for the purpose of getting land for them; and he further stated that he was to have half the land if he 
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succeeded in obtaining it for them. Witness further states that soon after her arrival here she became 
disheartened as to getting land, and returned to Georgia, and was not here till after she was located, 
When the locating agents arrived at West Point, the said Arthur sent for me, and I went on to examine 
to see if they were enrolled for location in the Horse-path-town, and I found none of the names enrolled 
for location but the name of Gideon Arthur. Iwas also present when Orrin Whitaker went to Arthur’s 
to locate, and there was no names found suiting his Indians save one, which is the above Sowicka, or 
Peggy; and the said agent, Orrin Whitaker, stated that he would loc ate heron the said half section, but 
if he found a Creek Indian of the proper town claiming that name, he should remove the location. and 
give it to the said Creck Indian, Said Arthur stated to me that there appeared to be a difficulty about 
his Indians getting land, and he stated that all of the other speculators in such cases made names, and 
that he should do the same. Two di: uys after this transaction, I saw Mr. Whitaker, and asked him if he 
had found a Creek name to suit the above, and he said that he had, and had made the alteration. In 
answer to that part of the interrogatory asking if any person would be deprived of the right of pre-emp- 
tion, I can state that Mr. F. T. Boazman and F. Pearson would be deprived of that right. 

Interrogatory second. What do you believe has been the course pursued by the locating agents; and 
do you know of any of the locating agents being concerned with speculating companies? 

Answer. I do not know that Orrin Whitt: ker and John H. Broadnax are both concerned in the 


speculation in lands where they have been appointed to locate the reservations. 
MARK HUDSPETH. 


Sworn to and subscribed this 29th January, 1835, before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
Justice of the Peace in and for said County of Chambers, Ala. 


Interrogatories propounded to John Howard, a witness in this case, with his answers thereto: 
Interrogatory first. Know youof any circumstances showing fraud in this case? If yea, please state 
them. 
Answer. I know nothing of this case except Arthur’s propositions to me about the Indians. May be 
two months after the treaty ‘he proposed to me to get the neighbors about me to join him in getting some 
Indians located. He said they were his Indians, living in Georgia on the Oakmulgee. He proposed that 
we should let them come in and settle among us, and “share with him the profits of the I: inds, by feeding 
them, and in one way or other. I told him I “would not give an answer until I consulted my neighbors. 
About ten days afterwards I told him neither I nor my neighbors would have anything to do in the mat- 
ter; and he said that we injured ourselves by not agreeing. He said in this conversation that these 
Indians lived in Georgia, and unless he could get them slipped in without a fuss he would be disappointed. 
Interrogatory second. From your personal knowledge do you or not think the locations have been 
made according to the treaty by the government agents? 
Answer. Why, I think there were a great many frauds, and I think they knew it. 
JOHN HOWARD. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 29th January, 1835, before me. 
GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for Chambers County, Alabama. 





Tue State or ALapama, Chambers County: 

At the office of George D. Hooper, Esq., the examination being continued by Nathaniel H. Greer, 
commissioner, &c., this 30th January, 1835, in the case (No. 11) of an alleged fraud practiced by Dr. 
Magruder, by locating Anna or Luezer on the east half of section 1, in township ‘ 21, and range 28. 


Interrogatories propounded to John Howard, and their answers thereto annexed: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in the above-stated case? 

Answer, 1 know that the above-named Anna or Luezer, at the time of the treaty, was living at the 
house of William Moore, an Indian countryman; had no family, lives there yet, and still has none; and 
at the time of the treaty was not more than twelve or thirteen years old, at farthest; and Moore stated 
to me that she was a relation to his wife, that he had raising. And I heard Dr. Lyons or Capt. Ray once 
say to Dr. Magruder that the above case was a fraud; he stated that it did not come before him; that he 
should locate all that he found on the list. 

Interrogatory second, Please state if this alleged fraud deprived any person of the right of pre- 
emption? 

Answer. It did deprive two settlers. 

Interrogatory third. Do you know of any of the locating agents being attached to companies of 
speculators? 

Answer. I do know that John H. Broadnax, Orrin Whittaker and William More, all deputy locating 
agents, were concerned in the speculation with companies, 

JOUN HOWARD. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to Joseph L. Howard, a witness in the same case of Anna or Luezer: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in this case? 

Answer. I know at the time of the treaty the above-named girl was living in the house of William 
More, and could not have exceeded twelve or thirteen years of age, and had no family; neither has she 
any family yet, and still lives at the house of the said More, 

Interrogatory second, Will the above-alleged fraudulent location deprive any person or persons of 
the right of pre-emption? 

Answer. It will deprive two persons of that right. 

Interrogatory third. Do you know of any of the locating agents, or their deputies, being attached to 
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speculating companies who were buying up the Indian reservations? If yea, please state who they 
were. 
Answer. I know that John H. Broadnax and Orrin Whitaker, locating agents, appointed by Col. 
Abert, were concerned with speculating companies, and I further know that William More, a white man, 
having an Indian family, was appointed to locate, and did locate, and was purchasing the reservations 


at the same time. 
JOSEPH L. HOWARD. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 





Tue Strate AtaBama, Chambers County: 

At the office of George D. Hooper, Esq., in said county, the examination being continued by Nathaniel 
H. Greer, commissioner, “&C., in the case (No. 12) of an alleged fraud practiced at the land office at 
Montgomery, by granting the right of pre-emption to the southwest quarter section eighteen, in town- 
ship twenty-four, and range twenty-seven, in the district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery, this 2d 
day of February, 1835. 

Interrogatory propounded to William Menefee in the above case, and the answers thereunto 
annexed: 

Interrogatory. What do you know in relation to the above-stated case going to show improper con- 
duct by the register of the land office at Montgomery? 

Answer. 1 called at the land office above referred to, for the purpose of getting a certificate of pre- 
emption for the person whom I conceived was entitled according to the last instructions received; and 
on examination, I found they had issued the certificate to another individual without his witnesses giving 
their answers as full as they should have done, as their evidence only states that no other person except 
the one to whom the certificate issued cultivated in 1833, who had possession the 19th June, 1834, which 
was the fact: but one individual cultivated in 1833, and sold to another, who had possession the 19th 
June, 1834, and was the first settler on the place, and was entitled from the instructions; and I explained 
those facts to the register or receiver, but received no satisfaction from him. I offered him conclusive 
testimony as to these facts; but he would not attend to it, nor grant the pre-emption, he said, on the 
ground that a certificate had been already issued. 

WILLIAM MENEFEE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEO. D. HOOPER, J. P. 


Fepsruary 2, 1835. 
Tue Srate or Anapama, Chambers County: 
Quincy R. Boring and Joseph T. Boring, having personally appeared before me, do solemnly swear 
that Tatom Manofee is entitled to a pre-emption right in the quarter section mentioned in this case, if 
possession and cultivation on the 19th of June, 1834, derived from a person who cultivated in 1833, 


would give him that right. 
JOSEPH T. BORING. 
QUINCY R. BORING. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 





Tue Strate or Avapama, Chambers County: 

I, Nathaniel H. Greer, continuing to receive testimony in relation to the frauds practiced by certain 
United States officers, proc ceeded to the case (No. 13) of an alleged fraud on east half section twenty-six, 
in township 23, and range 27, whereon was located Tiffy, an Indian woman, 


Interrogatories propounded to Micajah Williamson, a witness in the above-stated case, and the 
answers thereunto annexed: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know going to show fraud in the above-stated case, or what course 
has been pursued not in compliance with the tre aty made by the government with the Creeks? 

Answer. I know that the above-named Indian woman had no family at the time of the treaty, nor has 
she any family yet, and some time in the fall of the year after the treaty of March, 1832, she took some 
of the children of an Indian called Noati, and moved into the house of a white man, or house built by a 
white man, which was the half section on which William D. Greer had settled before the treaty, and was 
there Jocated by Orrin Whitaker as a settler, and there was no settlement on it, save that of William D. 
Greer, for I threw the roof off the cabin, and some person burned it up. 

Interrogatory second, Do you know whether or not any person will be deprived of the right of pre- 
emption by this alleged fraudulent location? 

Answer, There will be two persons deprived of this privilege. 

Interrogatory third. What do you believe from your own personal knowledge has been the course 
pursued by the locating agents appointed to locate the Creek country? 

Answer, 1 believe their course to have been more corrupt than that of any men entrusted with public 
business that ever knew. And the witness further states, that he was present when James Taylor 
charged Orrin Whitaker with acting improperly, and being interested in the speculation; and he, Whit- 
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aker, acknowledged at this time, which was the time he was locating, that he was concerned in the 


speculation. 
MICAJAH WILLIAMSON, 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


GEO. D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatories propounded to William D. Greer in the avove case, and the ahswers thereunto 
annexed: 

Interrogatory first. What do you know in the above case going to show fraud? 

Answer. I know that the said woman was net entitled to a location, as she had no family, and got 
some children, and took possession of the house built by the white man spoken of by Micajah Williamson, 
the witness first examined. 

Interrogatory second. What do you believe, from your own personal knowledge, has been the course 
pursued by the locating agents appointed to locate the Indian reservations in the Creek country? 

Answer. I believe it to be a very corrupt one. 

WM. D. GREER. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

G. D. HOOPER, Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Fepruary 2, 1835, 


I certify that I am personally acquainted with the two witnesses who have just deposed, Micajah 
Williamson and William D. Greer, and know them to be men of truth, on whose statement the most 
unbounded confidence may be placed; and furthermore, the statements made by them have come under 


my own knowledge. 
NATHANIEL HW. GREER. 





The examination firther continued by Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, &c., in the case of an 
alleged fraud in section 23, in township 24, and range 26. 


Interrogatories propounded to Quincy R. Boring, a witness in the above-stated case: 


Interrogatory first. Please state what you know going to show fraud or improper management in the 
above-stated case? 

Answer. Some time in the month of January, 1834, Jackson Doyle, a half-breed lad, appeared in the 
settlement in which I live, as locating agent, and said that he had received his appointment from Orrin 
Whittaker, and he proceeded to locate several Indians while I was present; and after he had finished his 
duties as locating agent, the section on which I lived together with Mr. David Patterson was not located; 
and on the next day I saw Ethan Stroud, one of the company of speculators composed of N. Doyle, Stroud 
and company, and I informed him that my place, say section 23, in township 24, and range 26, was not 
located, and he stated that if it was desirable he would have the locations shifted, and have my place 
located; and that he was sorry that I had not arrived sooner, as Jackson Doyle had just left to see 
Whitaker, and make his return. Stroud, Mr. Patterson, and myself, made an arrangement to have the 
locations changed so as to cover my place, and at his request I pursued Jackson Doyle, and he made the 
alteration; and he, Jackson Doyle, made the statement to Whitaker, and he said that the distance 
removed was too great, say four miles; but after some reflection, he said that Dr. Magruder had set the 
example of moving of them, and he would let it stand, as it was removed by Jackson Doyle, the half- 
breed lad above referred to. 

Interrogatory second. Will any person be deprived the right of pre-emption by the above alleged 
fraud? 

Answer. There will be three persons deprived of that right. 

QUINCY R. BORING. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

GEO. D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Interrogatory propounded to David Patterson, a witness in same casc, of an alleged fraud practiced 
in section 23, in township 24, and range 26, by Jackson Doyle, a half-breed lad: 
Interrogatory. Please state what you know going to show fraud in the above-stated case? 
Answer. I was present with Quincy R. Boring through the whole transaction, and know what he 
has stated to be facts; and I know no more in relation tu the above-stated case. 
DAVID PATTERSON. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
G. D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


— Feprvuary 2, 1834. 
Tue Stare or AnaBama, Chambers County: 
We do certify that we have been acquainted with the two witnesses, Q. R. Boring and David Pat- 
terson, examined in this case, and believe them to be respectable and credible persons. 
WILLIAM H. HOUSE, 
NATHANIEL H. GREER. 
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Srate or AnaBama, Chambers County: 

At George D. Hooper’s office, on the 3d of February, 1835, Nathaniel H. Greer, commissioner, &c., 
continuing his investigations, proceeded to the case, (No. 14,) of an alleged fraud in the location of 
Yomotchekae, a Creck Indian, located on south half of section 12, of township 22, and range 26, of the 
district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery, 


Alleged fraud in the location of Yomotchekae. 


Interrogatories propounded to Spencer J. McMorris, a witness in this case, with his answers thereto: 
Interrogatory first. Kuow you of any circumstances showing fraud in this case? If yea, relate them. 
Answer. I do not know whether the circumstances coming under my observation have this tendency. 
Ten or twelve miles south of Lafayette, before the locations were made, riding with Mr. Francis Irwin, 
we approached an Indian habitation where a young girl, calling herself Yomotchekae, came forward and 
offered to Irwin her land for sale, She was apparently under the age of puberty, and so manifestly so 
that Irwin hesitated to purchase at first. I told him, however, that I had understood that all were enti- 
tled that gave in their names, and he accordingly purchased. I was a witness of the bond. The conver- 
sation was through the medium of an interpreter. The girl was, J suppose, about thirteen years old, not 
over, at least. She has been located about thirteen miles distant from this place of meeting her, which 
place was apparently her home. These circumstances came under my observation. How far they indi- 
sate misconduct, I do not decide, I was present, I will add, at the certifying of this contract; saw the 
girl receive the money; received the money myself, from a boy named Harry, partly negro, partly Indian, 
who brought it back to me after this payment, which was the second or third time that I had received 
the money in that way on that day, which was as regularly returned to Irwin, who had previously bor- 
rowed it from me. I knew the bills to be the identical bank notes so lent and so paid, having paid par- 
ticular attention to them. I was in no manner personally concerned in this contract, beneficially or other- 
wise, except as I have related, and except that I was promised an interest in the lands purchased. 
What I state, is clicited by your interrogatory alone, and the circymstances to which you call my 
attention. 
Interrogatory second. So far as you know or believe, does this location preclude from the enjoyment 
of a pre-emption right any person entitled thereto? 
Answer. I believe Wm. H. House to have been thus entitled. I know that he resided on the tract 
allotted to the girl Yomotchekae, about the time of the location in 1833, and certifying in 1834. 
Interrogatory third. From your personal knowledge of the conduct of the locators of Indian reserves, 
what is your opinion of the conduct of these officers? 
Answer. I think they did not observe the provisions of the treaty with any great care, or their trust 
with any great fidelity. 
Interrogatory fourth. Relate any instance of this disregard, as a specimen of your observations? 
Answer. Irwin and Williams were contending for a reserve located to Peggy, or Soweki. It ap- 
peared that there were two Indians of that name, an Uchee and a Creek. Irwin, the purchaser from one; 
from the other, Williams, Several examinations were had, and the case seemed to me doubtful. During 
the controversy, the locating agent, Whitaker, came to me and remarked “ that the case might be easily 
settled; that Irwin had only to give him an interest in the tract, and that his, (Irwin’s,) claims should 
be established.” He requested me to communicate this conversation to Irwin. ‘ Keep dark, McMorris,” 
said he. The controversy was concerning the certifying of the tract, I have understood since, that 
Irwin failed in it. The controversy was commenced in March, 1834, and was carried on before McHenry, 
the certifying agent. Iwas utterly astonished at this conversation of Whitaker’s, having formed a favor- 
able opinion of him. 
5S, J, McMORRIS. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
G, D. HOOPER, 
A Justice of the Peace in and for said County. 


Tue Srate or Arapama, Chambers County: 

Interrogatory propounded to Wm. H. House, a witness in this case, with his answer thereto: 

Interrogatory. State what you know in this case. 

Answer. A few days since I went to see the girl located on my place of residence, with an inter- 
preter well known, by name Sam. McIntosh. On arriving at her mother’s house my interpreter pointed 
out the girl—a girl apparently about 14 years old. I asked her name; I understood her answer to be 
Mishoye. I remarked that that was not the name by which she was located. She said the location 
was made in the name of her brother, pointing to a little boy about seven years old, whose 
name she said was Yomotchekae; that she and her brother had been put together in the loca- 
tion. I had previously asked her if she had been located, and on her saying that she had been, and 
had sold, followed my inquiry concerning her name. I had examined McHenry’s books, and found this 
tract (south half of twelve) sold and certified in the name of Yomotchekae. The girl acknowledged that 
she had sold and answered in her brother’s name. She had never had children. 


WILLIAM H. HOUSE. 
GEO. D. HOOPER, J. P. 





Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


Tue Srate or ALrapama, Chambers County: 


We certify that 5. J. McMorris and Wm. H. House are respectable and credible members of the 
community, 


GEO. D. HOOPER. 
NATWL H. GREER. 
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Frervary 4, 1835, 
Tue Srare or Anapama, Chambers County: 
The examination being continued by Nathaniel I]. Greer, commissioner, &c., in the case (No, 15) of 
an alleged fraud practiced by Sandford Thornton, the locating agent, on the west half of section 12, 
township 20, and range 25. 
Interrogatory propounded to Joseph Humphries in the above stated case, and his answer thereunto 


annexed: 

Interrogatory. Relate what you know going to show fraud in the above transaction, or any acts of 
the locating agents not in conformity with the treaty with the Creeks of March, 1832. 

Answer. 1 know the Indian Sofootka, who is said to have been located on the above-described land, 
which was the improvement made by Malcolm McBride, on which there was no Indian settlement, and 
the Indian located on the place was said to have lived five miles from this place, and other public land 
between his place of residence and the improvement of Malcolm McBride, who would have been entitled 
to a pre-emption on the said land had it not been for this alleged fraud. 


JOSEPH HUMPHRIES. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 


Interrogatory propounded to Allen Humphries in the same case, and his answer thereunto annexed: 


Interrogatory. Relate what you know showing fraud in this location. 

Answer. I can make no further statement in relation to it than has already been made by the first 
witness Joseph Humphries, whose statements I know to be the fact, all but the statement of there being 
other public land between his residence and his location, which I do not know, as I have never examined 


the map for that particular place. 
ALLEN HUMPHRIES. 


Sworn and subscribed before me. 


GEORGE D. HOOPER, J. P. 





Nathaniel Hl. Greer, commissioner, &c., continuing to receive testimony in relation to the frauds 
practiced by Orrin Whitaker, locating agent, on the east half of section 23, in township 23, and range 
37, assigned to Timoke, an Indian woman, the wife of Seakiska. 

Interrogatories propounded to Leroy McCoy, Esq., and the answers thereunto annexed: 

Interrogatory first. Relate what you know going to show fraud in the above location, or any trans- 
actions relative thereto not in compliance with the treaty. 

Answer. I saw Orrin Whitaker locate the said Timoke on the above land, the wife of Seakiska, who 
was located on the other half of said section, as one of the company of speculators told me, and it is so 
said by the neighbors, but the agent’s books I have not examined since the said Seakiska was located; 
and if the wife and the husband both being located does not show fraud, I do not know as there is any. 

Interrogatory second, Will there be any person deprived of the right of pre-emption by this alleged 
fraud? 

Answer. There will. 

LEROY McCOY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 





Interrogatories propounded to Mark Hudspeth, in the case of an alleged fraud by locating Tatefee 
or George on the south half of section 28, in township 23, and range 28, of the district of lands subject 
to sale at Montgomery: 

Interrogatory first. Please relate what you know going to show fraud in the above case, or any 
circumstances connected therewith not in conformity with the treaty of March, 1832. 

Answer. I know that the above-named Indian came into the settlement in which he was located in 
the latter part of the year 1832 or the first part of the year 1833, with one Gideon Arthur, a white man, 
who seemed to have the control of him and others; and he, the said Arthur, told me that he had brought 
them from Pulaski county, Georgia, for the purpose of getting land for them. 

The witness further states that there is government land equally good between the place on which 
the said Indian stopped, and that on which he was located, save the improvement of Willis Johnson on 
the said land on which he was located. 

Interrogatory second. Will any person be deprived of the right of pre-emption by this alleged fraud? 

Answer. There will be two persons deprived of this right. 

MARK HUDSPETH. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 


Interrogatories propounded to Willis Johnson in the same case, say the fraud on the south half of 
section 28, in township 23, and range 28: 

Interrogatory first. Relate what you know going to show fraud in the above case, or any transactions 
not in compliance with the treaty. 

Answer. I know that this Indian came into the settlement in which he was located some time in the 
latter part of the year 1832, or the first part of the year 1833, with one Gideon Arthur, a white man, who 
seemed to have the control of him; and he, the said Arthur, told me, that he had brought this Indian, 
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with others, from Pulaski county, Georgia, for the purpose of getting land; and he proffered me one of 
his Indians to put on my improvement. I told him I did not want his Indian, as he could not be located, 
as he was a citizen of Georgia at the time of the treaty, and my improvement being some distance from 
any Indian settlement; and I know not yet what authority those agents had to locate on my improvement, 
as there is public land between my improvement and other Indian locations. 

The witness further states that on his settlement here he had no disposition to trespass on the rights 
of any; and he does believe that every principle of justice and every legal principle has been violated, 
in thus locating on his place and depriving him of the right of pre-emption. 

WILLIS JOHNSON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 





I, Nathaniel H. Greer, continuing to receive testimony in relation to the frauds practiced by certain 


’ 
officers of the government, took the following testimony. 

Interrogatories propounded to William Gideon, and his answers thereunto annexed, in the case of an 
alleged fraud practiced by Orrin Whitaker, on north half section 11, in township 22, and range 28, of the 
district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery: 

Interrogatory first. Relate what you know going to show fraud in the above case, or any circum- 
stances not in compliance with the treaty of March, 1832. 

Answer. I know that Gideon Arthur, a white man, who is located on the north half of section 11, in 
township 22, and in range 28, came to the plantation on which I lived in October or November, 1832, 
and said that he came from Pulaski county, Georgia, and some days thereafter he took up his board at 
my house in Alabama, near the Georgia linc; and some time after he came to my house, he told me that 
he had the control of some Uchee Indians that he designed to bring out for the purpose of trying to get 
them land; and in two or three months afterwards he brought his Indians out to Alabama, and accord- 
ingly got the land; and he, the said Arthur, claimed one of those Indians as a wife, and got the above- 
described land, say north half of section 11, in township 22, and range 28: : 


Interrogatory propounded to Frederick T. Boazman in the same case, say the location of Gideon 
Arthur, a white man, by Orrin Whitaker, the locating agent, on the north half of section 11, in town- 
ship 22, and range 28: 

Interrogatory. Relate what you know going to show fraud in relation to the above location, or any 
circumstances connected therewith not in compliance with the treaty of March, 1832. 

Answer. I know, from Gideon Arthur’s own statement, that he came to this country after the treaty, 
for the purpose of getting land; and that he came from Pulaski county, Georgia, as he said, and was 
located on the above-described land. 

F. T. BOAZMAN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 


G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 





Tue Stare or AnaBama, Chambers County: 

I, Nathaniel Hf. Greer, commissioner, &e., in continuing the examination of witnesses in the allega- 
tion of frauds practiced by certain government officers, proceeded to take testimony in the case of an 
alleged fraud practiced on fractional section the east half No. 2, in township 22, and range 28, of the 
district of lands subject to sale at Montgomery. 

Interrogatory propounded to Mark Hudspeth in the above case, and his answers thereunto annexed: 

Interrogatory. Relate what you know going to show fraud in the above case, or any circumstances 
connected therewith not in accordance with the treaty of March, 1832, with the Creeks. 

Answer. Orrin Whitaker, a locating agent, informed me that he could not locate ona fractional sec- 
tion that had no Indian improvement on it; and I saw plat of locations returned to the office at Mont- 
gomery, at the sales of land in January or February, 1834, and this place, which is the place I improved, 
was not located; since that time, I am informed by Dr. M’Henry, the certifying agent, that it is located 
on by an Indian 30 miles from said fractional section, passing over other valuable lands for the purpose 
of covering my improvement, to which I consider I was legally entitled to the right of pre-emption. 

MARK HUDSPETH. 

Sworn to and subscribed the 5th February, 1835, before me. 


G. D. HOOPER, J. P. 


Tne State or Anapama, Chambers County: 


We have examined the names of all witnesses in this book, and are acquainted with them, and 
certify that they are credible and respectable persons. 
NATHANIEL H. GREER, Commissioner. 
WILLIAM H. HOUSE, Clerk of the Circuit Court. 


THe Strate or Avasama, Chambers County: 


I, Joseph J. Williams, clerk of the county court of the said county, do hereby certify that George D. 
Hooper, whose name appears in the attestations on the pages preceding this, is a justice of the peace, 
regularly elected, commissioned, and sworn, according to the constitution and laws of Alabama; and I 
do further certify that James Thompson, whose name appears in the attestations on pages 20, 21, 22 and 
23, is the judge of the county court of said county, regularly elected, commissioned, and sworn, agree- 
ably to the constitution and laws of Alabama. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and affixed my private seal, there being 
yet no seal of office provided by law. 

JOS. J. WILLIAMS. [1. s.] 
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On the 24th January. 


No. 1, See-tar-ne, a girl 12 years old. 
Stroud and Doyle. 


Nimrod Doyle’s advice. 


Magruder locator. 


Purchasers, 


No. 2. Poeth Madjo. Locators, Magruder and Blake; removed three or four miles from a place 


where no one else lived. Cause of removal, poor land. 


26th January; same case, &e. 


No 3. Sucie or Jack. Locators, Blake and Magruder. 


A young boy located. 


One of Arthur’s Indians, not the head of a 


family, an Uchee from Oakmulgee river, Georgia, not living in the country at the time of the treaty. 


Arthur’s colony. 


No. 4. Thomas N. Berryhill. Magruder, locator; a citizen of Georgia, son of a white woman of 
Upson county, Georgia, and a head of a white family there, but at no time a resident or married in Creek 


territory of Alabama. 
No. 5. 
No. 6. 
No. 7. 
other Indians. 
No. 8. 
No. >. 
gality of the transaction sworn fo. 
No. 10. 
a family. Arthur’s schemes. 
No. 11.) Anna or Luezer, not the head of a family. 
years old, Three locating agents in the speculation, 
No. 12. Alleged negligence in the land office. 
No. 138. 
No. 14. 
speculation. ,Whitaker’s (the locators) dishonesty. 
No. 15. 
No. 16. 
No. 17. 
treaty, by Arthur, located designedly on a white man, 
No. 18. Arthur’s schemes and Indian wife. 
No. 19. 


Muscoee Doyle, a girl nine or ten years old. 
oD « ’ oD « 
Location of section 6, t. 21, r. 27. 


Mary, not the head of a family. 


Tiffy, not the head of a family, removed four miles. 
Yomotchekae, a young girl, twelve or thirteen years old. 


Sofootka, removed five miles by the locator, Thornton, 
Husband and wife located on two reserves by the locator, Whitaker. 
Tatafee or George, from Oakmulgee river, Georgia, brought into the country, after the 


Located by Magruder. 


Indian removed thirty miles to cover a white man’s settlement. 
Ind 1 thirty miles t ver a white man’s settlement 


Jackson Doyle, lad, not at the head of a family then (treaty) or now. 


Witnesses attending on Nathaniel H. Greer, Commissioner, ec. 
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The testimony taken before Nath. H. Greer, commissioner, &c., at La Fayette, Chambers county, in 
the State of Alabama, for the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States. 


Tye State or Anapama, Chambers County: 

I transmit to the honorable the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the 
United States this book, containing all testimony taken before me as commissioner, and do certify the 
same to have been correctly taken. 

Given under my hand and seal this 5th day of February, 1835. 

NATHANIEL H. GREER, Commissioner. [seau.] 





Srare or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Tenry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, George H. Gray, who, being first duly sworn, says he will faithfully transcribe the 
depositions of witnesses examined by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United 
States, through their Committee on Public Lands; and that he will make no alteration of any kind in 
cither the interrogatories or answers himself; and that he will not permit them to be examined by any 
person; and that he will return such depositions and interrogatories as may be given him to the commis- 
sioner from whom he receives them, whenever demanded; and that he will submit such transcripts to 
said commissioner before showing them to any person. 

Given under my hand and seal this the 11th day of June, 1834. 

GEO. HW. GRAY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Srate or Misstssipri, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Anthony B. Shelby, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Avery Nolen, who, first being duly sworn, says the following are true and faithful 
answers to the interrogatories propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the Senate of the 
United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, 

Answer to interrogatories. Some time in the fall or winter, (in November or December) 1832, I made 
application to Mr. Dameron to enter me some land. He said he did not know till he saw Mr. Gwin. We 
waited some time for Mr. Gwin to come, but he did not, and I went after him. When he came, he and 
Mr. Dameron went out in the yard, and talked together. They then came back into the house, and I 
asked them if they were going to do it. They both of them sat down to the table, and I think Mr. Dam- 
eron asked Mr. Gwin the amount. Mr. Gwin said the land came to one hundred and fifty dollars, and the 
interest put on to it made two hundred and twenty-five dollars. Mr. Gwin said, ‘‘ You can pay it on the 
first of March next.” I told them it was too much interest to pay till the first of March; I ought to have 
twelve months at fifty per cent. He then said, ‘‘ Pay it as soon as you can; if you will pay it before then 
we will curtail the interest.”” I said, “I will pay it, if I have to borrow the money.” Mr. Dameron (I 
think) wrote the note for two hundred and twenty-five dollars, and it was my understanding that I was 
to have twelve months for fifty per cent, and if I paid it sooner the interest was to be curtailed. I think 
the note was due Ist of March afterwards; I had to make affidavit before a magistrate for the forty acre 
piece; the certificates for the forty acre piece and for the eighth were both folded up with the note. 
While Mr. Dameron was writing the note, Mr. Gwin looked on the maps for the land, and he (Gwin) told 
me that when I paid the money he would give me up the note and the certificates for the land. I thought 
the land was entered, and went home quite well satisfied. Some time afterwards I sold the land, and 
one cighth besides, for twelve hundred dollars, and gave a bond to make a deed for the whole of it. A 
short time before Mr. Gwin left here I went to the office to see Mr. Gwin: I asked him if he recollected 
about the land scrape. He appeared to be very obstinate about it, and seemed not to know me. I made 
myself known to him. He then said, ‘ Mr. Dameron wants to close his business.” Says he, “ lam going 
to leave here shortly; and implied that the business must be closed. I told him, ‘Just as quick as 
possible.” I told him it was rumored the land was not entered. Some people were coming in at the 
door at that time, and he turned round and made me no reply. About October last I found out the land 
was not entered. There was then no receiver. I deposited the money for the entry of said land when 
the receiver came. When the office opened again, Patrick Shackey entered one eighth of it, and as I 
had sold it before that time, believing it was entered for me, I was compelled to buy the eighth of land 
from Shackey, and also one other eighth from him, for which I had to give six hundred dollars. I have 
never heard anything of my notes. Mr. Gwin was register, and Mr. Dameron was receiver, when they 
both agreed to enter the land for me, which they did not do, and I lost four hundred dollars by their not 
doing it. 

AVERY NOLEN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 30th June, 1834. 

A. B. SHELBY, J. P. 


Srate oF Misstssirpr, finds County: 

Interrogatories to be propounded to Joseph Dunbar, Esq., of Jefferson county, State aforesaid, touch- 
ing any malconduct on the part of the several registers and receivers of the several land offices in the 
State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United States, through their 
Committee on Public Lands: 

Interrogatory first. Were you ever allowed by the register of the Mt. Salus land office to put a mark 
upon any vacant land which you did not then enter, or did said register put said mark upon land that 
was vacant? If so, state what kind of a mark it was, what was the intention of it, and what effect it 
could have; what representation said register made relative to said ‘land thus marked when applied for 
by inguirers for vacant land; or what representation was he to make, or what representation did you ever 
understand he had made, when land thus marked was inquired after? State every particular of said 
mark. 

Interrogatory second. Did you ever instruct the register and receiver, or either of them, and which 
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one, to take out applications for you individually or jointly with another or others, and to hold said 
applications up; but if the land thus applied for were applied for by any other person, that said register 
or receiver, or any other person in the office, should close the entry of the land thus applied for? If so, 
state whether there was any understanding, expressed or implied, that if you did not have the money on 
deposit in said office at the time, what was in that case to be done by said register or receiver, or any 
other person; and also whether you know or have reason to believe any land was ever represented by 
said register or receiver to inquirers for vacant land as sold, when in truth said land, or the amount of 
the purchase money of it, had not been placed to the credit of government. Also state what particular 
tract or tracts of land was entered for you, under the arrangement inquired for in the first part of this 
second interrogatory. 

Interrogatory third. Do you know of any instance in which the register of said office permitted any 
person to enter land marked sold upon the maps of survey, but the sale of which could not be traced to 
any other book in the oflice, without waiting to receive instructions from the department permitting the 
entry of said land thus marked? 

Interrogatory fourth. Do you know, or have you reason to believe there has been any malconduct on 
the part of either the receiver or register of said Mount Salus land office? If of your own knowledge, state 
the case or cases; if only reasons, state the cause of your belief. This sweeping interrogatory is made 
to you on account of your being well acquainted with the respective duties required of each or either of 
said officers. 

Interrogatory fifth. Do you know, or have you reasons to believe either said register or receiver ever 
evinced any favoritism or partiality of any kind in their official character, or anything affecting the duties 
of their office, which can be or cannot be styled malconduct, yet shows that they did not act towards 
every man alike in the discharge of their duties? State every particular of any such case or cases. 


Tue State or Misstssirrt, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Alexander M’Kay, who, first being duly sworn, deposeth and saith he will true and faithful 
answers make to the interrogatories that may be made to him by virtue of a comission from the honor- 
able Senate of the United States through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Answer to first interrogatory. About the month of April, 1833, after Samuel Gwin had ceased being 
register of the Mount Salus land office, and some time before Mr. Summerat came into office, I examined 
the maps of said oflice with a view of entering west half of the southeast quarter section 10, township 
5, range 2 west, which tract was marked with the letter 5 on said maps. I then examined the tract book, 
and found said land was not sold. I mentioned to colonel Samuel Gwin that I wanted said land, and that 
it was not sold though it was marked sold. He said he knew it was vacant, but that he himself had 
marked it sold; that it ran into Mr. Millon’s field, and he (Gwin) wanted it, and that it was a pretty good 
piece of land. I told him I wanted it. He then said I might have it if I would examine and tell him 
what was the quantity of some land that lay west of it. I told him I did not then have the money to pay 
for said land. He asked my prospects for getting it; I told him I thought I could get the money of Wil- 
liam 8. Jones of this place (Clinton). He advised me to wait, that the percentage was too high, and 
that he would get it for me. He then spoke to Mr. Dameron; they had some conversation together. 
Samuel Gwin then gave or ordered to be given me an application, not signed by any register, for said 
land, which was left with Mr. Dameron. Gwin then stated it could lie so one or two months, and that the 
Jand could then be saved for me. From my understanding of what he said, I thought he intended to pay 
for said land for me if any one else applied for it, rather than that I should lose it. Ile did not say posi- 
tively he would do so, but that impression was made on my mind. At the election In May he told ine I 
had better come and enter said land, or I might lose it, as he had heard it talked of. Ina few days (two 
or three days) after that, I came to the office to enter it; it had the mark of 5S. I then inquired of Mr. 
Summeral, the register, if it was vacant; he told me the steam-mill company had entered it. I then 
thought the steam-mill belonged to John B. Pittman and William Cage, but I afterwards found Samuel 
Gwin had a few days before bought Cage’s part of said mill; I inquired very particularly if the money 
was actually paid. The receiver said it was so arranged I could not have the land. I also asked Mr. 
Summeral, the register, if said land was paid for, He said he believed it was, but did not give a positive 
answer; at least | could not get the land. Things remained in this situation till within a few days before 
Samuel W. Dickson came into office as receiver, in November last. I again examined the maps of 
survey of said office, and found that the above eighth of land on the map had had § or mark of sold 
scratched off, and the letter S on one other eighth joining at the corners, which was on this other eighth 
when I applied, a few days after the election in May, 1833. This other eighth had been represented as 
the other piece belonging to said steam-mill company. Some time during the summer of 1833, and when 
I believed said two cighths of land as above described belonged to said Pittman and Gwin, I mentioned 
to said Gwin I could not well do without said two ecighths of land, as I wanted them for the timber for 
my saw-mill, and that there was a plenty of pine lands west of his mill, and that I would pay for as much 
for their mill, but this was near my mill and I could not do without it. 

He told me to go to Pittman, and whatever he did he (Gwin) would be satisfied. I went to Pittman, 
and in September or October, 1833, we went and looked at the land. He proposed swapping me some 
land in section 15 for some that some of my children owned near to his and Gwin’s mill; he claimed three 
eighths, viz., east half, northeast one-quarter, section 15, township 5, range 2 west; the west one-half, 
southeast one-fourth, section 10, same township and range. The other eighth I do not know the numbers 
of. All these three eighths I think were marked sold; any how Pittman claimed the land for himself and 
Samuel Gwin, and he proposed swapping me any part of it. At the time he claimed these three eighths 
and offered to swap them to me, and they marked, (I think,) all of them were unpaid for, Tknow. A few 
days before Samuel W. Dickson came into office as above mentioned, I examined the maps again, and 
found the letter 5, marked on these three eighths, (two of which Samuel Gwin promised to save for me, ) 
all of which had been represented as sold, had been scratched off, and were in fact vacant; and that the 
steam saw-mill company had in fact only paid for three forty acre pieces. When the office opened again 
under Samuel W. Dickson as receiver, [ applied for four eighths. Pittman applied for the same four 
eighths in his name and Samuel Gwin’s. He spoke to me, and said he would bid pretty high for some of 
it, particularly the two eighths I first wanted. I knew I was not able to bid against him, not having 
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money enough to come in competition with him and Samuel Gwin, who, I believed, had a considerable 
amount of money. I was compelled to let him take that which he was de ‘termined to have, and he let me 
have two eighths which were worth much less than those I first wanted, 

Answer to second interrogatory. The letter 5 upon a tract of land, or writing the name of the 
purchaser on the tract, but more frequently the letter 5, is used upon the maps of said office to designate 
Jand that has been sold; and inquirers for vacant land, sceing land on said maps marked in either manner, 
would be induced to believe land so marked was sold. 

Answer to third interrogatory. Yes, | do; and have answered and detailed the facts in answer first. 
The steam saw-mill company owns the most of said land marked sold when it was not sold. I also own 
one eighth, which Pittman told me belonged to him and Samuel Gwin when it did not. The eighth I 


own comes Within about 640 yards of said saw-iill. 
ALEXANDER McKAY. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 9th day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Srate oF Missrssiprt, (Zinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county andState, William 5. Lindsey, who, being first duly sworn, says he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatoric sas may be propounde ‘d to him hy the commissioner appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions of witnesses in cases 
of fraud on the public lands, &e., &e. 

Answer to interrogatories. On or about the 31st day of a I anaes I applied to Samuel Gwin, 
the register of the land office at Mount Salus, to enter the E. 3, N. E. 4, section 20, and the W. 3, N. W. 
}, section 21, township 7, range 2 cast. My brother owned « one eighth of land joining this, broadside 
tu the cast, and I knew that hy vetting these two cighths the three together would sell well. Upon 
looking at said two cighths, T found that both were marked with the letter S; IL asked him, Gwin, who 
had entered said land; and to let me see the book, and know who had e ntered it. He said it was too 
much trouble, and he would not examine the book; and that after the next week he should have a room 
made, and would lock up the books; and when people applied for land, if it was vacant they should have 

if not, they should not have it. That miffed me a little, and I told him he could do as he pleased 
about it. Some time in July, 1833, Littleberry R. Stark, of Madison county, called and told me I was 
mistaken about the land being entered for which I had applied, and which Gwin, the register, had told 
me was entered, for he, Stark, had himself seen the very same land entered the evening before. The 
records of the said land office now show that the very same land was entered by Jose ph Dunbar and 
David Hunt, of Jefferson county, on the 24th of July, 1833. I consider I thus lost $1,400 by not getting 
the land as above described, which Gwin, the register, insisted was entered when I applied for it; said 
land was then marked sold. There are several other persons who know the facts of this transaction. 
Furthermore deponent saith not. 


WILLIAM T. ars LINDSEY. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before ne, this 12th day of June, 1834. 
HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Tur Srate or Mississtrrt, Hinds County: 
This day Jacob Williams, of the connty and State aforesaid, personally appeared before me, Henry 
G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said county and State, and said Williams, being first duly 
sworn, deposeth and saith, that he will true and faithful answers make to such interrogatories as may be 
propounded to him by the commissioners appointed by the honorable Senate of the United States, through 
their Committee on Public Lands. 
Answer to interrogatories. About the first of August, or thereabouts, 1832, I applied to Saml. Gwin, 

the register of the Mount Salus land office, and told him I had unde ba that he was in the habit of 
saving land for people at a small interest; that I wanted some land, but had no money, and wanted him 
tu save it for me. He said he would sce Mr, Dameron, the receiver; that they were together, and what- 
ever they agreed on they would do, They mentioned it to cach other in my presence, and agreed to do 
it. I told them I wanted them to save me two cighths and two forty acre pieces, making three eighths. 
They asked me how long I wished them to wait with me for the money. I told them if I could sell 
negro girl I had for sale, I could pay them in three months. They then asked me what I was willing to 
give them. 1 told them IT was willing to give them thirty dollars, and would pay them in three 
months, if I could sell said negro girl; ‘but if I could not sell the rir, I should want them to wait a 
little longer, and I would be willing to give them a little higher interest. They agreced to that. Then 
Saml. Gwin sat down to draw the writings, and said, ‘Well, Williams, as you and I were friends in 
the war, I will not be so hard with you; I will take twenty-five dollars.” I then showed him the 
numbers of the land. He then made out the certificates for the land, and I signed my name to them. 
Mr. Gwin then drew two notes, both making the sum of three hundred and twenty-five dollars; three 
hundred dollars being for the land, and twenty-five dollars for the interest. The interest was not 
included in a separate note, but the amount of three hundred and twenty-five dollars was divided into 
two notes; the exact amount of each one separately I do not recollect, but both made the sum of three 
hundred and twenty-five dollars. I think the notes ran in this manner: ‘ Three months after date I promise 
to pay Gwin and Dameron,” &c. &e. Attached to each note, and on the same paper, was a little memo- 
randum, if I did not pay said notes as agreed on, it was to be optional with them whether they 
would let me have the land or not. I one day, some time afterwards, stepped into the office, 
and Mr. Dameron said to me, ‘You are selling beef here, suppose you let me have some in 
the way of paying for the land for which you owe us; whenever you come in, let me have beef; 
and I will credit your note, which will be the same as the cash to you.” I said, ‘Whenever 
I bring in beef, I will let you have some; you credit my notes, and it will answer me as well as the 
money.” I accordingly let him have beef at several different times. I at length became suspicious, 
from hearing a few words spoken in my neighborhood, and thought the money for one of the cighths had 
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been deposited in the office. In selling some beef to Mr. Hall we were speaking of the scarcity of 
money, and he said he could recommend me to a man from whom I could get almost any amount of 
money IT might want, at a per cent. He told me to go to Wm. 8. Jones, of Clinton. I went to him and 
he agreed to let me have some money. I then came down to the office, and told Mr. Dameron and Gwin 
I was going to pay the money, and lift one cighth and a half of the land. They then asked me if I had 
got any person to assist me about the land; I told them Thad, and they called him doctor Jones. They 
then consulted together. Mr. Gwin then turned round and said, “You have paid me nothing; I do not 
like to give up the land till I get more interest.” I then asked him how much he wanted. He said, “As 
crumbs are going pretty plenty, I must have some too; you must pay me sixteen dollars to-day, if I con- 
sent to let that part of the land go.’ I then said, ‘Mr. Gwin, I have not got the money in hand to-day; 
but,” says I, “IT have got Mr. Jones to take half the land, and assist me about it, and T will pay you 
sixteen dollars to-morrow.’ He said, ‘Weil, your word is good for it; we will wait till to-morrow.” 
“Well,” says I, “1 will come down in a few hours with Mr, Jones, and you shall have the money for the 
land.” Late in the evening, Mr. Jones and myself came down; Mr Gwin was absent; I applied to Mr. 
Dameron for my notes and certificates. When I applied to him for them he said, “ Mr. Williams I do not 
know anything about your papers.” “ Know nothing about them, Mr. Dameron! why, not long since I 
told you I was going to pay you the money,”’ said I. Says he, “1 don’t know that you had any papers 
here; if you had I expect they are torn up; I know nothing about them.” Said I, ‘Mr. Dameron, I gave 
you and Mr. Gwin my notes, and I signed the certificates, and you have eredited my notes with what I 
let you have; and,” says I, “you must get my notes; LT must know what has become of them; they are 
out.” Mr. Jones and myself then got up, and started out of the office. Mr. Dameron then got up and 
said, ‘Mr. Williams, come back in the morning; I will make due search, and I expect all will be right.” 
In the morning Mr. Jones and myself, after the office had opened, came to the office again. Mr. Dameron 
then said to me, ‘ Mr. Williams, all is right; here are your papers and notes.” I then asked for the 
certificates for the land Mr. Jones was going to enter for me, and I told them to credit the notes with the 
amount of money Mr, Jones was going to pay. They then tore up the certificates for the land Mr. Jones 
was going to enter. Mr. Jones then entered one cighth in his own name, and I paid for the forty acre 
piece which was entered in my name, and I transferred it to him in the office. Mr, Jones and myself then 
went to his office, and reduced our contract to writing. I then returned back to the office, and paid 
them the sixteen dollars interest, as agreed on the day before. I gave them the money, and said, ‘‘ Credit 
my note. IT wish you to credit the smaller note.’ Mr. Dameron looked in his box and found the notes, 
and said to Mr. Gwin, “I have lost fifty dollars.’ Mr. Gwin laughed, and said, “1 camot help that.” 
Mr. Gwin then said, ‘‘ You might as well not have applied to any one else, and let us have gone on with 
your business;” says he, “Jones will skin you tighter than we would; he is a skinner.” Mr. Dameron then 
said, ‘‘ I would not have made the offset about the notes if Jones had not been in the office; I did not want 
him in.” Says I ‘Mr. Dameron, Lam sorry I got a gentleman to come into the office who injured your feel- 
ings; I got him to assist me about my land.” He said he did not want Jones to know anything he was 
doing in the office; he did not like him, and he did not want (anything) to do with him. I then said, 
“Mr. Dameron, Iam willing to pay you interest. If you think there is the least difficulty about your 
saving the balance of the land for me, I will return to Mr. Jones and get him to save it for me; I might 
as well pay one man interest as another.”.) Mr, Dameron then said, ‘Mr, Williams, there is not the least 
danger on carth; we can save your land, and you can pay us along as you get the money.” Before my 
crop came in, I handed them over twenty dollars. About the last of October last I came to Clinton and 
found that Mr. Dameron had died, and Mr. Gwin had left the office. T then went to Mr. Dameron’s widow, 
to ascertain what had become of my notes and the certificates for the land. She could give me no infor- 
mation about it; but told me to apply to her son, who done business in the office, and perhaps knew 
about it. I then applied to young Mr. Dameron; he said he knew nothing about it, but when I came in 
the next time he would try and ascertain, and would give ine an answer. He then, at the next time I 
saw him, told me he could tell me nothing about it. Tle asked me how much money IT had paid his father: 
I told him. He said T should not lose the land, and if I did he would make it good; he said he had asked 
Mr. Gwin about it, and he knew nothing about it; but T should lose nothing by it. [have not yet heard 
anything of my notes, or the certifieates; but young Mr. Dameron paid me not a great while since the 
twenty dollars I had paid his father. He then requested me to say nothing about it, and said he could 
not find either the notes or certificates, and stated he would give ine a receipt against the notes. In 
December last I saw Mr. Jones again in Clinton; he asked me if I had got the land Mr. Gwin and Mr. 1 
Dameron had agreed to save for me. I told him T could hear nothing of the certificates or notes, but 
that young Mr. Dameron had told me I should not lose the land. Mr. Jones then told me it was his 
opinion said land was yet vacant, though it might be marked sold on the maps of the office. I then 
asked him if he could save it for me, Ile told me he thought he could. We then found said land marked 
sold upon the inaps of the office, but its sale could not be traced to any book in the office, nor could there 
be found any entry of its having been paid for to the government. We then deposited imoney for said 
land (after having obtained the certificates) till the register could get instructions from the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office permitting its entry. The register this morning told me he had not yet found 
any trace of said land being entered. The eighth and a half entered for me by Mr, Jones, in January, 
1833, and which Mr. Gwin and Dameron hed agreed to save for me three or four months before that 
time, is west half, southeast quarter, section twenty, township seven, range three west; and the north 
half, east half, and northeast quarter, section twenty-nine, same township and range; and the other land 
which they agreed to save for me, and which in said January, 1833, they farther continued to save for 
me, but which in December, 1833, was only marked sold upon the maps, and for which Mr. Jones has 
deposited money, is south half, east half, and southeast quarter, section twenty-one, township seven, 
range three west; and the east half, and southeast quarter, section seventeen, same township and range; 
all subject for sale at the Mount Salus land office. G. B. Dameron was receiver of public money, and 3. 
Gwin was register at said Mount Salus land office when I contracted with them to save said land for me, 
and which they did not save, though they often told me they had saved, and received some of the money, 
which young Mr. Dameron has paid back to me. This is about the whole of said transaction, as well as 
I now can remember. Given under my hand and seal, this the 10th day of June, 1834. 
JACOB WILLIAMS. | [1 s.] 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 10th day of June, 1834. 


HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 
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Srate or Misstssippt, finds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G, Jolmston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Burrass Haley, who, being first duly sworn, says he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions in the cases of frauds 
on the public lands, &e., &e. 

Answer to first interrogatory. About the last of October or the first of November, 1832, George B. 
Dameron, and Samuel Gwin, receiver and register of the land office at Mount Salus, agreed to enter two 
eighths of land for me, and were to wait till the first of March, 1883, and I was to give them ten dollars 
for delay of payment on each eighth till that time, I gave them my note for two hundred and twenty 
dollars, payable at said first of March, 1833; said note made payable to George B, Dameron and Samucl 
Gwin; and stated in it, it was given for said two eighths of land, describing them. T got the applica- 
tions from the register for said land, and handed them to Mr. Dameron, the receiver, He filed (the appli- 
vations) away with the notes. I asked him for the receipts for the land; he said they were not in the 
habit of giving receipts for land at that time, but that the land would assuredly be secured to me; and 
informed me, if I wanted more saved in the same manner, I could get it. The land was marked sold 
upon the maps. In a short time afterwards, (a week or ten days, hardly so long,) I enclosed them my 
note for three hundred and thirty dollars, due Ist March, 1833, and requested them to enter me three 
more eighths of land, and to inform me if they had done so, by acknowledging the receipt of the letter. 
Not hearing from them I came down in a few days, being uneasy about it, to see if they had attended to 
it. I found that all the eighths had not been marked sold; but Gwin, the register, did then mark the 
whole of it sold, by putting the letter 5 on each eighth im my presence, On the 28th day of February, 
1833, I came down to pay the money. The first applications that had been taken out could not be found; 
new applications were taken out, and the receipts for the payment of the money to the receiver were 
dated on that day, 28th February, 1833. The following are the numbers of the land: northwest  sne- 
quarter and west one-half, northeast one-quarter, of section 33, township 7, range 2 east; and the east 
one-half, southeast one-fourth, and east one-half, northwest one-fourth, of section 32, same township and 
range. I paid them five hundred dollars for the land, and fifty dollars interest. 

Answer to second interrogatory. 1 asked Col. Gwin, the register, on the 28th February, 1833, if said 
land had been returned sold to the department. He said “No.” Ile was so far behind with his books, 
not being able to get a clerk, he had not come up to it, I then asked him if said land had been applied 
for, He said a great many people had been looking at nearly all the vacant land, 

Answer to third interrogatory. 1 know the land was marked sold at the time I bargained for it in 
October or November, 1832; but what the register would have done had any one applied for it, I do not 
know. Furthermore deponent saith not. 

BURRASS HALEY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOUNSTON, J. P. 


Srate or Misstssrppr, Hinds County: 

This day Rufus B. Powee personally appeared before me, Henry G,. Johnston, an acting justice of 
the peace for said county and State, and said Powee, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he 
will true and faithful answers make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commis- 
sioner appointed by the honorable Senate of the United States through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Answers to interrogatories. In September, 1832, I applied to Mr. Dameron, the receiver, to enter me 
two forty acre pieces. He said he would enter it, provided I would give him my note for one hundred 
and forty dollars, payable in six months from that time. I then told him I would do it. He stepped into 
the register’s office, which is adjoining, and brought me the applications for both forty acre pieces. — I 
went, and was qualified to them before a justice of the peace, and returned, and handed them to Mr. 
Dameron. Mr. Gwin and Mr. Dameron were both in the same room at the time, and I think Samuel 
Gwin, the register, wrote the note. It was made payable to said Dameron and Gwin, in six months, for 
$140. One or the other said they would keep the receipts for the land, as a kind of security, till the 
money was paid. I then believed the land was made safe, and was paid for to the government, A few 
days after my note fell due, I came and paid one hundred dollars on said note; I then told him (Mr. 
Dameron, ) I would pay him the balance of the money in a few weeks. He said he would wait with me 
till the fall for the balance. He then told me he would be down at the office after dinner. Before he 
eame I left town, and did not see him, nor did I ever afterwards. I never knew but that said land was 
saved for me, and continued to think so till Mr. Summeral, the present register, came into the office. Mr. 
Summeral sent me word said land was marked sold, but was not sold; and if I did not come and enter 
it some one else would enter it. When Samuel W. Dickson came into office as receiver of said Mount 
Salus land office, I again applied for both the eighths in which the two forty acre pieces were situated, 
and obtained them. I have not yet got back the one hundred dollars paid on the land, for which very same 
land I had to pay again, and shall probably lose said money, The land I contracted with them to save 
for me was north one-half, east one-half, southeast one-quarter, section 12, township 7, range 3 west; 
and south one-half, west one-half, northeast one-quarter, same section, township and range; and have 
been twice marked on each with the letter 8. Further deponent saith not. 

R. B. POWEE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 10th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOUNSTON, J. P. 


Srate or Misstssiert, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace in and 
for said county, Joseph D. Pubbs, a witness called forward by virtue of a commission from the honorable 
Senate of the United States, in relation to transactions in the land office at Mount Salus, Mississippi; 
and the said Pubbs, being first duly sworn to make full and true answers to the annexed interrogatories, 
propounded by the commissioner herein, at the land office in Clinton, answered as followeth: 

Answer to first interrogatory. 1 know that five eighths (lots) of ground on the Mississippi river were 
marked sold on the register’s maps at the Mount Salus land oflice, when they were not sold, and they 
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remained thus marked and unsold for several months. They were marked with the letter S. Samuel 
Gwin was then register of said office, and did himself mark said land, as above, under circumstances 
that he knew it was not sold, they being intended for my use; but were subsequently entered by Wm. 
M. Gwin, in the name of Harry Ifill, of Nashville, Tennessee, This land was entered, I think, something 
more than a year ago; [I think in March, 1833, but I am not certain as to dates. 

Answer to second interrogatory. The letter S is used on the maps of said office to denote land that is 
sold, and subsequent inquirers for vacant Jand would believe land thus marked was sold. 

Answer to third and fourth interrogatories. think Samuel Gwin, the register, was partial to his 
brother in entering land. Dr. Wm. M. Gwin, brother of said Samuel Gwin, and myself, visited land on 
the Mississippi river, for the purpose of finding valuable vacant land; and after we had found land vacant 
that suited us, we agreed that he was not to enter land above a certain township line; nor was I to enter 
any below said township line—the line between cighteen range two east, and township range cight west. 
I was permitted, after going with said line to a certain lake, about two miles from the Mississippi river, 
to enter below said township line, as the lake might run. Wm, M. Gwin and myself returned to Clinton, 
(where the land office is situated,) and I entered some land. After I had been to look at said land a 
second or a third time, Samuel Gwin, the register, marked five lots of it as sold, when it was not sold, 
for my benefit, till 1 could get the money to pay for it, Some time afterwards, when I was about to leave 
for New Orleans, I applied to Maj. Dameron, the receiver, to borrow the money to pay for said land thus 
marked, for two weeks, till 1 could return from New Orleans, Ue at first agreed to lend me the neces- 
sary sum, five hundred dollars; but he then said perhaps he might wish to make a deposit before my 
return, and told me to take out applications, and deposit them in his strong box, and it would do as well 
as paying for the land, When I returned from New Orleans I came into the office to pay for said land 
thus marked, Maj, Dameron asked me if there was nothing between me and Wm. M, Gwin, I told him 
there was not, Dameron told me then Wm, M. Gwin had entered the five eighths marked for my benefit. 
I then asked him if said Gwin had no applications out for land that were not paid for, His answer was, 
he had thirty odd; and that he had forty-five hundred dollars on deposit, in his strong box, to pay for it. 
I then asked him if he would take some money on deposit for me, He said he would. I then deposited 
twelve hundred dollars with him, I then asked him if he would bid against me for the land for which 
Wm. M. Gwin had taken out applications. Te said he would not. In two or three days afterwards I 
applied to Samuel Gwin, the register, for twenty lots, for which his brother had taken out applications, 
which were marked sold, but not paid for. He asked me where I wanted them, 1 told him to turn to 
the maps, township cighteen, north range, two east. I then applied for the south half of section nine, 
He told me it was entered, I told him it was not; but the applications were only in Dameron’s strong 
box, and the land was not paid for. He said the money was on deposit, if it was not. 1 then told him 
I had money on deposit too, and made him give me applications for it, I then applied for the south half 
of section six, same township and range. He also said that was sold. I told him it was not; and he 
wrote three applications of it, and commenced the fourth, and stopped, and told me if I would not enter 
these lands, that he would burn the receipts for the five lots his brother had entered in the name of Harry 
Hill, of Nashville, Tennessee, as above mentioned, I told him I only wanted what was right; that I 
would put up with the three lower lots of the land entered in said Hill’s name, He then went with me 
to Dameron’s box, and got the receipts out, and three of them, for the lower lots [ wanted, he burnt, and I 
then entered said three lots, and got the receipts in my own name, This is about all T know. 

JOSEPH D. PUBBS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 9th day of June, 1834. 


HENRY G. JOWNNSTON, J. P. 


To Nathaniel Reed, Esq., of Hinds County, Mississippi, greeting: 

By virtue of the power in me vested by the Senate of the Congress of the United States of America; 
I hereby authorize and command you to summon Thomas C. Nelson to be and personally appear before 
me on the 16th day of June, 1834, at the land office in the town of Clinton, State and county aforesaid, 
then and there to discover on oath, in answer to interrogatories to be propounded, all such facts as he 
may know touching any malpractice of any officers of any of the land offices in the State aforesaid; also 
touching any fraud or corruption that may have been practiced at the recent sale of public lands in the 
State aforesaid; and that he bring with him all writings of any description, showing any combination 
of persons to purchase land at the recent public sale of lands at Choechuma; also, all writings, memo- 
randums, &c., showing the proceedings of said combination, and all papers of any kind whatever relating 
or in anywise appertaining thereto, 

Given under my hand and seal this the 18th day of June, 1834. 

WM. J. JONES, Commissioner. [u. s.] = 


Tue Srate or Mississippr, Hinds County, sct: 

This day Robert Matthews, of said county and State aforesaid, personally appeared before me, 
Henry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said county and State aforesaid, Said Robert 
Mathews, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he will true and faithful answers make to such 
interrogatories as may be propounded to him by commissioners appointed by the honorable Senate of the 
United States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Answer to first interrogatory. Yes, 1 have, Samuel Gwin, the late register of the land office at Mount 
Salus, was the officer who made the refusal to me and my brother John Mathews. That on the 11th of 
October, 1832, my brother Jolin first came to the office in company with Ethelwin Sadler, who he got to 
assist him, to prevent him from making mistakes, as we were no scholars; he returned and told me that 
he applied to enter south one-half, east one-half, southwest one-quarter, of section No, 36, township 
No. 6, of range 2 west, and said Gwin had refused to let him enter said land; he wanted to enter it him- 
self. My brother said he insisted to enter the land, and then Gwin proposed to him to bid for it, and he 
told him he could not do it—he only had money enough to pay for it at government price, and he thought 
he ought to have it, as it was unentered; but Gwin would not consent for him to enter it. My brother 
then returned and told me the circumstance; then I went up and proposed to enter it; he still urged me 
to bid for the land. I then commenced pleading with him to permit me to enter it—that we had commenced 
getting land there for a settlement, and it lay joining some land we had saved, and within two or three 
hundred yards of where we were building. He still refused, and I complained, and at length he proposed 
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for me to take one-half of the eighth, to which proposition I consented, if he would let me have the half 
joining my former entry, which he refused, but told me I could take the other half. I concluded to take 
it rather than lose all. 

Answer to the second interrogatory. 1 think it was in August, 1833, it was hinted to us that the land 
we applied for had not been sold, but the land on the map had the word ‘ Gwin” written on it, when we 
got some friend to examine the map for us, and we found out that the land had no record of its having 
been paid for, I again went to the office about the 28th of August, 1883, to ascertain the date of the 
receipt of the money for the north half of said eighth, and was told in the land office that the receipt to 
said Gwin for the purchase of said north half was dated on the 10th of August, 1833. And further this 
deponent saith not. : 

ROBERT MATTHEWS. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 10th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Strate or Mississippi, Hinds County: 

This day personally appeared before me, Tenry G. Johnston, an acting justice of the peace for said 
county and State, Ramsay M. Cox, who, being: first duly sworn, saith he will true and faithful answers 
make to such interrogatories as may be propounded to him by the commissioner appointed by the Senate 
of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands, to take depositions of witnesses in cases 
of frauds on the public lands, &c. 

Answer to first interrogatory. A gentleman informed me that Messrs. Dameron and Gwin owned some 
valuable land lying near some he (Mr. Harper) owned, ind they (Dameron and Gwin) had requested him 
to sell it for them, I went up and looked at the land, and came down to purchase it. I asked Messrs. 
Dameron and Gwin, the receiver and register of the Mount Salus land office, if they owned southeast 
quarter of section 27, township 10, range 4 cast; and the northeast quarter of section 34, same tows ship 
and range. This was about the 15th of December, 1832. They said they owned said land. I asked 
them what they would take for said land. They said seven hundred dollars. I asked them about the 
time of payment. They offered to take one hundred and fifty dollars in cash, and the balance in equal 
payments, half in three months and half in six months: I agreed to do it. I paid them one hundred and 
fifty dollars down, They did not take my notes, but gave me their joint bond, and both of them signed 
their own names to it; and in said bond it was agreed that when I paid the amount that would be due in 
three months, and also the amount that would be due in six months, they, their heirs, executors, &c., 
were to make me a title to said land above described. I then told them I wanted to enter a half eighth 
adjoining. They told me to go and make affidavit before Esquire Bond before I could enter it. I did so; 
and when I came back I asked them for the certificate for it. They said it did not matter about that; 
they would include it in the bond, and could so arrange it that the patents would come out in my name. 
I agreed to that; it was included in the bond, and I paid them in eash fifty dollars, the government price 
of said half eighth. I did not examine the maps, and do not know whether said half section above 
described was marked sold upon the maps of the office or not. I did not meet the first payment as it fell 
due; and when the last payment was about due I sent them my note, endorsed by Goosey and Bryant, 
payable in the United States Bank at Natchez, at four months, for five hundred and seventy dollars, for 
which I received a receipt signed by George C. Dameron. Some time afterwards, I saw Samuel Gwin on 
his way to Chocchumna, and he told me the note I had sent them was not discounted. I told him I would 
make some arrangements, and would pay it in a short time. He said Mr. Geo, C. Dameron attended to 
his father’s business since his death, and told me to arrange it with George C. Dameron. The first time 
I came down I did not see George C. Dameron. He was from home. I saw him on the 29th February, 
1834, and told him 1 wanted a title to the land [had bought of his father and Gwin, and showed him 
their bond for title, and told him I was then ready to pay the balance for said land. He said his father 
and Gwin did not enter it, but that he himself had entered the land in his own name. He said if 1 would 
pay him, he would make me a title to the four eighths, but he could do nothing with the half eighth, I 
then came to the office with Geo. C. Dameron, and he said the half eighth had been entered by Thomas 
Griffin. Geo, C. Dameron then deducted the fifty dollars for said half eighth from what I was to have 
paid, and I paid the balance, and he gave me a memorandum that he would make me a title to said four 
eighths. Said forty acre piece, which he said belonged to Mr. Griffin, w.s maked sold on the maps of 
the office at that time, 20th February, 1834, but no trace of its entry can be found in any other book of the 
office; and Mr. Griffin some time in April last deposited the money for said land. 

Answer to second interrogatory. Said land did not belong to said Geo. B. Dameron and Samuel Gwin, 
receiver and register of the Mount Salus land office, at the time they sold me said land, which was about 
the 15th of December, 1832; for in fact George C. Dameron entered the very same land on the 11th Sep- 
tember, 1833, in his own name, and I have not yet got a deed from any persdn for said land. I gave up 
the bond from said Dameron and Gwin to Geo, ©, Dameron, and he gave me a receipt for the payment of 
the money for said land, and included in said receipt a memorandum that he would make me a title to said 
four cighths. He would have transferred said land to me in the register’s office had the register not been 
absent on the day I paid him. 

RAMSEY M. COX. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 11th day of June, 1834. 

HENRY G. JOHNSTON, J. P. 


Srate oF Misstssipp1, Hinds County: 

Interrogatories propounded to Thomas L. Summeral, present register of the Mount Salus land office, 
State aforesaid, touching amy malconduct on the part of the several registers and receivers of the several 
land offices in the State aforesaid, by virtue of a commission from the honorable Senate of the United 
States, through their Committee on Public Lands. 

Interrogatory first. When you took charge of the Mount Salus land office in the latter part of April, 
1833, how long was it before you discovered that a considerable quantity of land had been marked sold 
upon the maps of survey, but which in fact was not sold; how many pieces of land thus marked have 
you detected upon said maps; how much is still thus marked; and how much of this marked land has 
since been entered, and in fact sold? 
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Interrogatory second. What quantity of land thus marked was so mi arked while the office was in the 
eare of your predecessors in office; and how much was marked under each one, according to the best 
estimate you can make; and how much was marked by each one in his own handwriting? 

Interrogatory third. Is there any record in your office of any of your predecessors informing the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, or the Commissioner of the General Land Office, that a conside rable « quantity of 
land was marked sold which was not sold; and what disposition did your immediate predecessor make 
of land thus marked when applied for? 

Interrogatory fourth Do you know or have you reasons to believe any officer of said office ever 
marked land sold when in fact said land was not sold, with a view of profit to himself or for the benefit 
of others, and did represent said Jand thus marked sold as in truth sold when applied for and inquired 
after by persons looking for vacant land? State particularly what officer may thus have acted, and 
every case in which you either know or have reasons to believe such was the fact. 

Interrogatory. fifth. Do you know or have you reasons to believe that any officer of said office ever 
agreed to save or enter any tract or tracts of vacant land for any person, and with an understanding 
the ‘y or he was to receive a percentage for so doing? If so, did said oflicer or officers make payment to 
the government at the time of making the agreement to save said land; or did he or they only mark said 
tract or tracts of land sold upon the maps of survey, so as to induce inquirers for vacant land to believe 
said land thus marked was sold when in fact it was not sold? 

Interrogatory sixth. Was the north one-half, east one-half, southeast one-fourth, section 12, township 
7, range 3 west; and the south one-half, west one-half, northeast one-fourth, same section, township, and 
range, marked sold upon the maps of survey when said land in fact was not sold, when you took charge 
of said office? If so, state how you think said land came to be marked in that manner, and what induced 
you to permit its entry without waiting to receive instructions from the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office; and also, what information you received from any person concerned in said Mount Salus 
land office relative to said lands being thus marked; and also who now owns said land, and when it was 
entered; and also state in whose handwriting you think said land was thus marked. 

Interrogatory seventh. When you took charge of said office, what mark or writing was on north one- 
half, east one-half, southwest one-fourth, section 36, township 6, range 2 west? Who now owns said 
land? When was it entered; and was said mark or writing on said land prior to its being paid for? 
And also state what information you received relative to said land having said writing upon it. 

Interrogatory eighth. When was west one-half, southeast one-fourth, section 20, township 7, range 3 
west; and north one-half, east one-half, northeast one-fourth, section 29, same township and range, 
entered; and also were south one-half, east one-half, southeast one-fourth, section 21, township 7, range 
3 west; and east one-half, southeast one-fourth, section 17, same township and range, marked sold upon 
the maps of survey? How do you think it thus came to be marked sold; in whose handwriting is said 
mark, and for what purpose was it made; and also what information have you had relative to said mark, 
from any person concerned in the office, and what is now the situation of said land? 

Interrogatory ninth. Were the west one-half, northwest one-fourth, section 21, township 7, range 2 
east; and the cast one-half, northeast one-fourth, section 20, same township and range, marked sold upon 
the maps of survey when said land was not sold; and in whose handwriting is the mark of sale made 
upon said land; who now owns it; and in whose name is it entered? State every particular of said 
Jand. 

Interrogatory tenth. Were certain tracts of land situate near a certain steam saw-mill, owned by 
John B. Pittman and Samuel Gwin, late register of this office, marked sold when in fact they were not 
sold? If so, state when you discovered said mark of sale upon them; what information you received 
relative to said marks; for whose benefit they were intended, when said land was in fact entered; who 
now owns it, and what induced you to erase the mark of sale from said land; and whether or not you 
had reeeived instructions from the department for making the erasure. 

Interrogatory eleventh. When do the records of your office show that northwest one-fourth, and west 
one-half, northeast one-fourth, section 33; and cast one-half, southeast one-fourth, and east one-half, 
northwest one-fourth of section 32, township 7, range 2 east, were entered; by whom, and how much 
per acre? 

Interrogatory twelfth. When do the records of your office show the entry of ese one-fourth, sec- 
tion 27; and the northeast one-fourth of section 84, township 10, range 4 east; by whom, and how much 
per acre? Was said land marked sold upon the maps of survey, before the pure hase money was paid to 
government; in whose handwriting do you suppose the mark of sold is made? If so, and said land was 
marked sold before it was in truth sold, ‘how came it to be entered without waiting to receive instructions 
from the Commissioner of the General Land Office, permitting its entry; and also what information have 
you received relative to said land from any person who ever did business in your office, either as princi- 
pal or deputy? 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Is a certain half eighth of land near to or adjacent to the land mentioned in 
interrogatory 12, for which Thomas Griffin has deposited money, marked sold upon the maps of survey, 
but the sale of which cannot be traced to any other book in the oflice marked sold? — If so, state in whese 
handwriting you think said mark of sale was made, and what information you ever received from any 
person, Whoever may have done business in said office, either as principal or deputy. 

Interrogatory fourteenth. Wave you ever been informed that any person or persons were ever allowed 
to place or have placed a private mark upon vacant land, which such person or persons intended at some 
subsequent time to purchase of the government? If so, state what person or persons had said privilege; 
what was the intention of said private mark; what register allowed it, and every particular relating 
thereto. 

Interrogatory fifteenth. From your examination of the books of said Mount Salus land office, and from 
information otherwise obtained, do you think your predecessors i in office have faithfully dise harg rod the 
duties required of them as registers of said office? State every particular; if from the re ‘cords of the 
office, refer; if from information otherwise obtained, state your information; and also whether you think 
said registers have always acted in the discharge of their official duties with strict justice between man 
and man, and equal justice towards the government, whose agents they were; and also give the name of 
any register who may have been guilty of such maleonduet. 

Interrogatory sixteenth. Do you know of any malconduct on the part of any of the several registers 
or receivers of this State, yourself excepted? If so, state every particular. 
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Interrogatory seventeenth. What mark or writing is put upon land sold to show the sale of said land 
in the Mount Salus land office? ’ 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Do the records of your office show that Samuel Gwin and George B. Dame- 
ron, or either of them owned, in November or December, 1832, the southeast one-fourth of section twenty- 
seven, and the northeast one-fourth of section thirty-four, township ten, range four cast, or any half 
section of land in the neighborhood, or lying near the above-described land? If so, give the numbers of 
said land owned by them, and every particular. 

Propounded June 18, 183 

WILLIAM J. JONES, Commissioner. 


Srate or Mississirrt, Hinds County: 
Answers of Thomas L. Summeral to the interrogatories propounded to him by William J. Jones 
A s, 


' 


commissioner appointed by the Senate of the United States, through their Committee on Public Lands: 


Answer to the first interrogatory. In the course of a monthor two I discovered a considerable quan- 
tity of tracts marked on the maps of the office, which, upon inquiry at the General Land Office, proved 
to be not sold. Of lands thus marked, I have detected as much as twenty-one eighths, the whole of 
which I believe have since been sold. And upon a late comparison of the maps with the tract books of 
the office, I have discovered about one hundred and thirty-six cighths of land marked on the maps as sold 
that are not tract. 

Answer to the second interrogatory. As to the time the marks were made I cannot say, but believe 
they were nearly all made before I took possession of the office. As to the handwriting, or under whose 
time as register, I] cannot say with any degree of certainty; however, 1 believe that from the great 
variety of appearances in those marks, many of them were made by other persons than those in charge 
of the office; a considerable quantity of them appear to be in the handwriting of Samuel Gwin, some in 
the handwriting of Geo, B. Dameron, and some in the handwriting of Gideon Pitz, and perhaps scs.e in 
the handwriting of S. D. Hays; but as to the quantity of marks made by each one, it is, from their 
numerous appearances, impossible to determine. 

Answer to the third interrogatory. I find in a copy of a letter, purporting the original to have been 
sent to the General Land Office, a list of marks found on the maps, which corresponding tracts had not 
been entered on the tract books, and appears to be dated March 5, 1832. As for what disposition Col. 
Gwin, who was then register, made of said lands when application was made for them, I do not know. 

Answer to the fourth interrogatory. I believe the maps have been marked in many places indicating 
the lands to be sold, when in fact they were not sold; but what were the views of the officers that made 
such marks I do not know. The north one-half, east one-half, southwest one-quarter of section 36, town- 
ship 6, range 2 west, when I came into office was marked Gwin; and, upon inquiry, Colonel Gwin told 
me that it was not sold, but that he had marked it for himself, intending, as soon as I should take my 
post, and did some time afterwards, enter said tract land, G. B, Dameron also marked the maps, which 
will be explained in my answer to interrogatory six. 

Answer to the fifth interrogatory. I know of no such circumstance. 

Ansiver to the sirth interrogatory. The east one-half, southeast one-quarter, and the west one-half, 
northwest one-quarter of section 12, township 7, range 3 west, and marked on the maps as sold when I 
took charge of said office. The reason why I permitted said lands to be entered without waiting to have 
instructions from the General Land Office is, that G. B. Dameron indicated to me that he had marked it 
for RB. Powee, who he expected would enter it, and the said mark on the map does appear to be in 
the handwriting of G.B. Dameron. The said land was entered by R. B. Powee on the 22d November, 1833. 

Answer lo the seventh interrogatory. For my answer as to the mark, &¢., see my answer to the fourth 
interrogatory, The said tract was entered by Samuel Gwin on the 10th of August, 1833; however, 
the receipt having been misplaced at that time, the entry was not closed until the 29th of the same 
month. 

Answer to the eighth interrogatory. The west one-half, southeast one-fourth of section 20, and the 
north one-half, east one-half, northeast one-fourth, 29, both of township 7, range 3 west, were entered 
(as appears by the records of this office) on the 3d day of January, 1833. The east one-half, southeast 
one-fourth of section 17, and the south one-half, east one-half, southeast one-fourth of section 21, both of 
township 7, range 3 west, were marked sold, I think, before I came into office, but how they came marked 
I know not. I believe the mark on the cast one-half, southeast one-fourth of section 17, is in the hand- 
writing of George B. Dameron. Application has been made, and the money deposited on the two tracts 
last above named, and now waits instructions from the General Land Office. 

Answer to the ninth interrogatory. 1 know nothing of said marks, except that I perceive by the books 
of the office that it was entered by J. Dunbar and David Hunt on the 24th of July, 1833, at which 
time George C. Dameron attended to my office in my absence. By whose hand the marks were made I 
cannot tell. 

Answer to the tenth interrogatory. There are two or three ecighths of land lying in sections ten and 
fifteen, in township five, range two west, near which T suppose the said steam saw-mill is situate, about 
which John B. Pittman and Alexander McKay had some contention, a part of which has since been entered 
by John B. Pittman and Samuel Gwin in coparinership, and a part by Alex. McKay. The balance con- 
tained in said interrogatory I cannot answer. 

Answer to the eleventh interrogatory. According to the records of this office, the northwest one-quarter 
and west one-half, northeast one-fourth of section thirty-three, township seven, range two east, and the 
east one-half, southeast one-fourth, and cast one-half, northwest one-fourth of section thirty-two, same 
township and range, were entered on the 28th of February, 1833, by Burrass Haley, at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre. 

Answer to the twelfth interrogatory. According to the records of the office, the southeast one-fourth of 
section 27, and the northeast one-fourth of section 34, both in township 10, range 4 east, were entered 
on the 11th September, 18338, at $1.25 per acre. I can neither tell who marked said tracts on the maps 
as sold, nor when they were marked; at the time said lands were entered I was part of the time confined 
with sickness, and was very seldom in the office. IT never received any information relative to said entry 
until rehearsed by Ramsay Cox, whose testimony has been taken on the subject. I believe at the time 
the entry was made George C, Dameron superinteuded in my office. 
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Answer to thirteenth interrogatory. The north one-half, west one-half, northwest one-fourth of section 
35, township 10, range 4 east, is marked sold on the maps, which entry cannot be found on the tract 
books, upon which Thomas Griffin has made a deposit to wait instructions from the General Land Office; 
the handwriting of said mark resembles that of Samuel Gwin, I have never received information on 
this subject from any person, save that from the testimony of Cox aforesaid. 

Answer to the fourteenth interrogatory. I have been told by some person, but do not recollect by whom, 
that several persons had put private marks on certain tracts of land, as designated on the maps, which 
they intended at some future time to enter. I understood that Joseph Dunbar had thus marked the maps, 
but whether or not it was a privilege allowed by the register I do not know. The marks were made 
before I took charge of the office, but I cannot say who was the register at the time. 

No answer to the fifteenth interrogatory. 

Answer to the sixteenth interrogatory. 1 know of none. 

Answer to the seventeenth interrogatory. Sometimes the purchaser’s name is put upon the map to indi- 
cate the tract sold, but more commonly the letter 5 is put on the map for that purpose. 

Answer to the eighteenth interrogator ye 1 know of none, nor do the records show any. 

T. L. SUMMERAL, Register Land Office, Mt. Salus, Mi. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this 18th June, 1834. 
A. B. SHELBY, J. P. 


Avery Nolen, Burrass Haley, Robert Mathews, Thomas IT. Williams, John MeMorrough, Alexander 
McCoy, Robert MeKay, Jolm M. Evans, John A. Larer, Alfred Cox, Seneca Pratt, Samuel W. Dickson, 
James MeLaran, John B. Pittman, Eli Garner, Patrick Shackey, John 8. Gooch, Jacob Williams, Elisha 
Lott, Herrin Walker, Joseph D. Pubbs, Thomas L. Summeral, William T. Lindsey, Ramsey M,. Cox, Rufus 
B. Powee. 





DEPOSITIONS FROM LOUISIANA IN RELATION TO FRAUDS IN THE SALES OF TIE PUBLIC LANDS. 
Wasuineron Crry, Seplember 20, 1834. 

Dear Str: Enclosed you will receive a commission authorizing you to take depositions in relation to 
frauds in the sales of public lands, if any shall have been committed, in any district in the State, coming 
within your knowledge, and the conduct of the officers authorized by law to superintend these sales. 

I transmit to you also sundry resolutions passed by the Senate, instructing the Committee on Public 
Lands to investigate these matters, with power to send for persons and papers, and take depositions in 
cases where the witnesses reside at a distance, and their personal attendance cannot be had before the 
committee. 

These resolutions will direct your attention gencrally to the objects concerning which the Senate 
desire to obtain evidence; but it may be useful to incorporate more particularly a specification of some 
points on which it may be in your power to procure and forward satisfactory testimony to the committee; 
premising, however, that reliance is placed on your own judgment and information touching the execution 
of the duty confided to you. 

Ist. We desire to obtain evidence as to the conduct of registers and receivers generally in the dis- 
posal of the public lands at public or private sale, 

Have they demanded of the purchaser fees or compensation for the performance of their official duties 
not authorized by law? 

Have they accepted a bonus in money or in the form of interest, for securing particular tracts of Jand 
to such purchasers as would comply with the terms prescribed to them in this respect? 

Have they sold public lands at any time otherwise than for ready money; and if so, have they taken 
the promissory note of the purchaser, payable at a distant day, for the purchase money, and a separate 
note for interest in their own names and for their own benefit? 

Have they marked any part of the public lands laid down on the maps of survey ‘ sold,” or in any 
other manner which designated the land as entered, when in fact the lands so marked had not actually 
been sold or entered? 

Have they at any time been interested with speculators or others who became the purchasers of the 
public lands so marked, or shared with them the profits arising out of such purchases? 

On this point, if you cannot obtain clear and direct testimony, it would be desirable to resort to strong 
circumstantial evidence tending to show any connection founded on interested motives between the specu- 
lators or other purchasers and the officers. 

2d. Have combinations of speculators at any public sale of lands united for the purpose of driving 
other purchasers out of the market, and deterring poor men from bidding for the lands on which they 
resided, or other Jands which they might desire to purchase for actual settle unent and cultivation, and 
there ‘by taking into their own hands the control of the sales for their own benefit, and purchased all of the 
valuable lands at the minimum price of the government? 

Have these speculators, after the public sales were closed, offered the lands so purchased by them for 

sale at augmented prices; and have cena) lands been purchased by persons attending the sales at the 
prices put on them by the speculators or their agents; and if so, what price per acre, estimating the 
highest and lowest qualities, did they sieadien for the lands so purchased? 

Have these companies, or any of them, large bodies of lands now in the market, which they fraudu- 
lently purchased at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre? And if so, what amount of land, accord- 
ing to the best estimate which may be made, yet remains undisposed of; and what is the price at which 
it is limited, including lands of the best quality and those of an inferior quality? 

What would be a reasonable estimate of the loss sustained by the government at any public sale of 
lands within your district, in consequence of combinations of companies to purchase them at the mini- 
mum price? 

Were the registers and receivers attending any such sale informed or had knowledge of the exist- 
ence of such combinations or companies, and their object, and did they aid them in their fraudulent 
purposes; or did they, having such knowledge, interpose, in their official conduct or otherwise, to pre- 
vent the accomplishment of the purposes for which they had combined? 
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Have the registers and receivers manifested favoritism in the sale of the public lands at private sale, 
where two or more persons made application to purchase or enter any particular tract of land; and if so 
what were the circumstances under.which their partiality was so manifested? 

Have the receivers of the public moneys, or any of them, been at any time detected in speculating on 
the funds paid into their offices, by selling at a premium bank notes of the Bank of the United States, or 
other currrent bank paper, for bank notes not current at par, but which were made receivable for public 
lands, and then depositing these uncurrent bank notes in the deposit bank, selected by the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in lieu of the current notes thus sold at a premium? 

Where companies or combinations ef speculators in public lands may be known to you, it will be 
important as far as practicable to ascertain and certify their names, and the name or names of their 
agents, and also the State in which the company may have been formed. 

These interrogatories may, and no doubt do fall far short of covering all the fraudulent practices of 
many officers authorized to superintend the sales of the public lands; 1 therefore wish you distinctly to 
understand that they are not to limit the scope of your investigations, but that you will extend your 
inquiries and take testimony on all subjects which you may deem essential to the public interest, or to the 
development of illegal or fraudulent practices at any land office within your district or State. 

The committee rely confidently on your patriotic exertions in carrying into effect the investigations 
which they are instructed to make by the Senate. 

You will receive a suitable compensation for your services when they shall have been completed, 
and the witnesses who may attend to give their evidence will be allowed the usual mileage and daily 
pay which is given in the highest courts of law within your State. 

Before taking the testimony of any witness, you will make out such interrogatories as you may deem 
proper to draw from the witness all that he may know on the points to which you may desire his tes- 
timony. 

If in making these interrogatories you deem it necessary to employ counsel to assist you by legal 
advice, you are authorized to do so; and such counsel will be paid a reasonable fee for his service’, on 
your certificate. 

It is not expected that you are to give notice to any of the time and place which you may appoint 
to take depositions, nor will any person be permitted, either as principal or counsel, to interfere with 
you in the performance of your duty, but you may, at your option, furnish any officer who may reside 
within a convenient distance with a copy of any deposition which may implicate his official conduct. 
This, however, is submitted entirely to your own discretion, 

In all cases where a witness may be examined who is not generally known, you will take care to 
forward satisfactory testimony of his character for truth and veracity. 

You will cause the depositions to be certified by the judge or justice of the peace before whom they 
are taken, with the attestation of the clerk of the court under seal, that such judge or justice is duly ap- 
pointed and qualified according to the constitution and laws of the State. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
GEO. POINDEXTER, Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands 
Per WM. BURNS, Clerk to Committee. 


’ 





In Senate oF THE Unitep Srates, March 5, 1834. 


Resolved, That in the prosecution of their inquiries the Committee on Public Lands have power to 
send for persons and papers, to take depositions, and to examine witnesses before them on oath, touch- 
ing the matters aforesaid. The committee consists of Messrs. Poindexter, Moore, Prentiss, McKean and 
Clay. 

Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. [1 s.] 





In Senate oF THE Unitep States, June 30, 1834. 


Resolved, That the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands be authorized during the recess of 
Congress to proceed in the investigations of the alleged frauds in the sale of the public lands, commenced 
during the present session, by issuing commissions to take depositions in relation to such frauds, and the 
conduct of the officers appointed to superintend said sales by law, directed to such persons in the several 
land districts as he may select for the purpose; and also that he be authorized to extend said interroga- 
tories into the conduct of the commissioners or agents appointed by the President to locate the Indian 
reservations under the treaties with the Creeks, Choctaws and Chickasaws, and the frauds, if any, which 
may have been committed in the purchase or sale of said reservations; and the testimony so taken shall 
be reported to the next session of Congress. The honorable George Poindexter, senator of the United 
States from the State of Mississippi, is chairman of the Committee on Public Lands. 


Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, Secretary. [1. s.j 





United States of America, to E. K. Wilson, Esq., of the parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana, greeting: 
Know you that the Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands, reposing entire 
confidence in your prudence and fidelity, have appointed you, and by these presents do give you full power 
and authority diligently to examine all such witness or witnesses as you may think proper, upon inter- 
rogatories to be exhibited by you, touching the perpetration of any frauds in the sales of the public 
lands of the United States, if any shall have been committed in any district in the State of Louisiana, 
and also touching the conduct of any officer or officers of the said United States charged or authorized by 
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law with the conduct, direction, management, or superintendence of said sales. We, therefore, authorize 

and empower you, firstthaving yourself taken an oath before some judge or justice of the peace autho- 

rized by law to administer an oath, that you will well, fully and faithfully execute this commission, and 

reduce to writing the deposition of such witness or witnesses as you may examine as aforesaid; and 

cause to be administered to such witness or witnesses respectively an oath, that they will true, full, 

and perfect answers make to all and singular the said interrogatories; and reduce the answers of 

the said witness or witnesses respectively to writing; and when you shall have completed the same, to 

transmit the same, under your hand and seal, carefully closed up, to the Chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, 

By order of the Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, this twentieth day 

of September, 1834. 

GEORGE POINDEXTER, 
Chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, Senate of the United States. 








Narcnez, November 10, 1834. 


Dear Sir: I am instructed by the honorable George Poindexter, chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands of the Senate of the United States, to enclose to you a commission to take depositions in 
relation to frauds in the sales of the public lands, together with his letter of instructions on the subject. 

Your prompt attention to this matter is requested, in order that the Committee of the Senate on Public 
Lands may be enabled to make their report as early in the ensuing session of Congress as practicable. 

You will please acknowledge the receipt of the commission, &c. 

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
WILLIAM BURNS, Clerk to the Committee. 
E. K. Wittsoyn, Esq. 


Srate or Lovstana, Parish of Ouachita: 

I, Ephraim K. Willson, do hereby solemnly swear that I will, to the best of my abilities, faithfully 
execute and perform all the duties imposed on me by a commission confided to me by the Committee on 
Public Lands in the Senate to take the testimony touching the conduct of the officers in the land office 
department in the State of Louisiana; which commission bears date the twentieth day of September A. 
D. one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 

KE. K. WILLSON. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this Ist day of December, A. D. 1834. 

LEWIS F. LAMY, Parish Judge. 


Srate or Lovtstana, Parish of Ouachita, sct: 

I, H. Bry, do hereby solemnly swear that I will, to the best of my ability, faithfully execute and 
perform all the duties imposed on me by a commission confided to me by the Committee on Public Lands 
in the Senate of the United States, to take testimony touching the conduct of the officers in the land 
offices in the State of Louisiana; which commission bears date the twentieth day of September, A. D. 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four. 

H. BRY. 


Sworn and subscribed before me this Ist day of December, A. D. 18384. 


Srare oF Lovutstana, Parish of Ouachita: 
» William P. Snow, Esq., Justice of the Peace in and for the parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana, greeting: 
Know you, that reposing special confidence in your integrity and provident cireumspection, you are 
hereby required to cause to come before you John M. A. Hamblin, Esquire, and the honorable John H. 
Overton, and examine on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, in answer to the several interrogations 
hereto annexed; and after having them signed respectively, after reducing said answers to writing, certify 
the same officially, and send them carefully enclosed to us at Monroe, together with this commission. 
Given under our hand this fifth day of December, 1834. 
II. BRY, 
E. K. WILSON, 
Commissioners appointed by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands. 





Monroe, December 8, 1834. 
Dear Sr: Believing that it might be satisfactory to you, we enclose copies of the interrogatories to 
be put to the persons therein named, in some cases relative to your office, which we are commissioned to 
inquire into, Some of these interrogatories will be sent to Alexandria by first opportunity, probably by 
mail, leaving here on 5th inst., directed to Judge Johnston, who is commissioned to that effect. 
We remain, very respectfully, yours, &c., 
H. B. 
KE. k. W. 
JosErnH Frienp, Esq., Receiver of S. M. Monroe. 


The following are interrogatories to be propounded to John M. A. Hamblin, Esquire, register at the 
land office at Monroe, in pursuance of a commission directed to us from the Committee of the Senate of 
the United States on Public Lands: 

First. At what time did Joseph Friend enter on the duties of the office of receiver of public moneys 
for the land district north of Red river? 

Second. Did you not about that time make a purchase of a tract of land at a public land sale at one 
dollar and seventy-five cents per acre; and when you came to pay the money for it the next morning, or 
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the same evening, was it not offered to you by the receiver, Joseph Friend, at one dollar and twenty-five 
cents, to which you objected, and paid, after causing the receipt made out for oné dollar and twenty-five 
cents to be altered to one dollar and seventy-five cents? If not, state what were the circumstances of 
the case; and did you not pay for yours previous to the next day’s sale? 

Third. On the same day did or did not H. Pargond purchase two quarter sections of land in Bunch’s 
bend, on the Mississippi river, said to be very valuable, at six dollars or upwards; and does or does 
it not appear on the books as having been sold previous to yours, to Joseph M. Patten, at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre? 

Fourth. Was not Joseph M. Patten, the brother-in-law of C. F. Morehouse, the then register, and a 
friend of the receiver? 

Fifth. Do you or not know that C. F. Morehouse, the then register, was suffered to enter a tract of 
land which is very valuable, a short distance above the town of Monroe, without it ever having been 
offered for sale, and when he had no claim to a pre-emption, or at least none was established? 

Sixth. Do you or do you not find that many applications and certificates given by you to persons 
wishing to purchase lands, are not entered on the recciver’s books as entered until a succeeding quarter? 

Seventh. Is or is not the receiver, Joseph Friend, often gone from his office, and even from the parish 
for some weeks at a time, on other business than that of making his deposits of public moneys? 

H. BRY, 
KE. K. WILSON, 
Vommissioners appointed by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands. 


Srate or Lovtstana, Parish of Ouachita: 

In pursuance of a commission to me directed, from the Hon. Henry Bry and Ephraim K. Wilson, 
commissioners appointed by the Committee of the Senate of the United States on public lands, have this 
day caused Dr. John M. A. Hamblin to appear before me at his bedside, at his residence on the bayvu de 
Laird, in said parish; and after having duly sworn him upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, 
according to law, to answer the several interrogatories propounded to him by the said commissioners, 
and annexed to the said commission in relation to the sales of the public lands, &c., at the land office at 
this place, deposeth and saith as follows, to wit: 

To the first interrogatory, he says, Joseph Friend entered on the duties of his office a few days previous 
to the 25th of November, 1830. 

To the second, he says, yes; he did purchase a tract of land at the land sales in November, 1830, for 
which he bid one dollar and seventy-five cents per acre; and by an arrangement made with the receiver, 
Joseph Friend, he was to call on his, deponent’s merchant, H. Pargond, for the purchase money in the event 
of his, deponent, not returning the next morning before the opening of the land sales. The next morning 
deponent called on the recciver between 9 and 10 o’clock A. M., and asked if Mr. Pargond had paid him. He 
replied, yes, and went to his desk and drew from a pigeon hole a receipt, made out and signed. When depo- 
nent came to examine the receipt, he found it had been made out for one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; 
not doubting but what it was an oversight, he pointed to the mistake and gave it back to the receiver, who 
examined it for a moment, as he presumed, to see if it could be altered without too much erasure, when 
he tore off his name, walked to his desk, and made a new calculation on the back of the old receipt, and 
proceeded to fill up a new one. When he came to the price per acre, he again inserted $1.25 instead of 
$1.75; when deponent remarked to him that he was making the same mistake. Receiver then made a 
seven of the two, and carried out the amount at one dollar and seventy-five cents per acre. 

To the third, he says, yes; he believes Mr. Pargond did purchase two lots of land on the Mississippi 
river, situate in Bunch’s bend, for something upwards of six dollars per acre: and that he believes them 
to be the same lots that stand charged to Joseph M. Patten at one dollar and twenty-five per acre; and 
that they stand on the record as having been paid for previous to deponent’s lot, as mentioned in his 
answer to the second interrogatory. 

To the fourth, he says, yes. 

To the fifth, he says, the register, C. F. Morehouse, did purchase at private entry a small tract of land 
a short distance above Monroe, containing about 45 or 50 acres. Deponent further states that he pre- 
sumes the township in which said land was situate had been offered for sale, but whether the particular 
lot entered by the register had been offered for sale or not he is unable to say. 

To the stirth, he says, yes. And for further answer, he says that it has been sometimes done for the 
purpose of enabling them to make up their returns so as to meet the earliest mail. 

To the seventh, he says, yes; he frequently attends the district courts in the parishes of Claiberne 
and Carroll as a lawyer, but always leaves blanks signed with some one of his friends. Deponent further 
states that he does not know that the business of the office has suffered very materially by his absence. 


JNO. M. A. HAMBLIN. 


Srate or Lovistana, Parish of Ouachita: 
I, William P. Snow, justice of the peace in and for said parish, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
answers were taken, written down, sworn to, and subscribed before me, as above stated. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed my private seal, having no public 
seal of office, on this 19th day of January, A. D. 1835. 
WM. P. SNOW, Justice of the Peace. [t. s.] 


Strate or Lovistana: 

I, the undersigned, secretary of state, do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that Wm. P. 
Snow, whose signature is affixed to the foregoing document, is now, and was at the time of signing the 
same, a justice of the peace in and for the parish of Ouachita; that to all acts by him so signed, full 
faith and credit are and ought to be given; and further, that his attestation at the foot of said document 
is in due form of law. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the State, at the city of 
New Orleans, this seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-five, 
and of the independence of the United States the fifty-ninth. 

MARTIN BLACHE, Secretary State. [seat.] 
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The following are interrogatories to be propounded to the honorable John H. Overton, of the town 
of Monroe, in pursuanct of a commission directed to us from the Committee of the Senate of the United 
States on Public Lands: 

First. Have you made, within the last two years, any purchases of United States land in the land 
district north of Red river, in the name of yourself and Richard Winn; and if so, was or was not Joseph 
Friend, the receiver, to have one-third of those lands for his services on the entry; and if not, what was 
the contract with him, yourself, and Richard Winn? 

Second. Was not this land entered in township No. 18 range No. 13 east, and did or did not the 
quantity so entered exceed twenty-six hundred acres? 

Third. Wow was this land paid for? Was it paid for in money, a draft, or in notes; and if either 
of the latter, at what time payable? 

Fourth. Was payment made on the day that the receipt was given; and if not, at what time was it 
made? 

Fifth..Was there or was there not an agreement with the receiver that he should send on to the 
office of the surveyor general and get the diagram of the township No. 18, and that you could immedi- 
ately on the receipt of it enter the land; and did he not write for it, or did he not tell you so? Please 
state all you know of this matter. 

Sixth. Had there not been a previous application presented to the receiver for the land entered by 
yourself and Richard Winn, or by Richard Winn, and have you not heard the receiver say so? State 
what you have heard him say on the subject, as far as you can recollect. 

Seventh. Does or does not Joseph Friend, the receiver, now own, unless he has sold it, the one-half 
of about two thousand six hundred and sixty-three acres of land in township No, 18, in range No, 13 
east, which was entered in the name of yourself and Richard Winn, and the one-half of something 
upwards of two thousand acres entered in the name of Richard Winn; the first from your own knowledge, 
and the latter from what he has told you. 

H. BRY, 
EK. kK. WILLSON, 
‘ommissioners appointed by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands. 


Strate or Lovrstana, Parish of Ouachita: 

Henry Bry and Ephraim K. Willson, Esqrs., inhabitants of said parish, in pursuance of a commission 
from the Committee of the Senate of the United States, have made out and tendered to the undersigned, | 
of the same parish, the interrogatories subjoined. Nothing but a sense of sheer justice to another could 
induce him to answer. Being sworn according to law, he answers as follows: 

To the first interrogatory, he says: In May last, having previously understood that township 18, 
range 13 east, contained good lands in its interior, and was subject to private entry, I engaged S. W. 
Maddox, of this parish, in consideration of one-third of the good land that should be entered upon his 
information, to go over and examine it. Before his return, and I believe a very short time after his 
departure, in a conversation with Joseph Friend, the receiver of public moneys at this place, I learned 
from him that he had funds of Richard Winn, of Alexandria, subject to his order for the purchase of 
lands. I proposed to him that I would embark my little means with Winn’s, at hazard, my information 
of the position of the good lands being too vague to risk alone, if he would engage that Winn would 
take two-thirds of the whole purchase, leaving me an interest of one-third only. It was agreed to: 
accordingly I purchased in the name of Overton and Winn, in township 18, range 13 east, on the 14th 
of May last, fractional section 56, containing 426,46, acres, at $1.50 per acre; east one-half of section 
58, containing 320 acres, at $1.25 per acre; fractional section 57, containing 3277%55 acres, at $1.50 per 
acre; and section 61, containing 642,89 acres, at $1.50 per acre; H. Pargond, of this place, bidding 
against me for fractional section 56, 57, and section 61. On the day following, 15th May, 1834, I pur- 
chased in the like manner fractional section 50, containing 254,3% acres, at $1.25; fractional section 51, 
containing 614,5,6; acres, at $1.25. And on the day succeeding, the 16th May, 1834, I purchased in the 
same way the east half of northeast quarter of section 55, containing 803%, acres, at $1.25. I paid 
for one-third of the lands purchased as before mentioned, it being my interest in the same, in cash, on 
the day the receipt bears date, to wit, on the 14th, 15th and 16th of May, 1834. Of the kind of money 
I have only this recollection, (and perhaps I should not have recollected thus much had it not have been 
for some circumstances connected with the particular bill paid,) that one of the notes was a $1,000 note 
on the United States Bank, given me by Charles Pipes, of this parish, to pay his installment to the bank 
at Avoyelles, which I used, subsequently replaced, and paid over according to his wishes. The deponent 
further answering, declares that there never was any contract, covenant, or agreement between himself 
and Joseph Friend, the receiver, by which the said Friend was to have one-third of the lands for services, 
or any part or portion of the same. That there was never any contract between them, unless the 
arrangement spoken of in the preceding part of the answer to this interrogatory may be construed to 
be one. 

To the second interrogatory, he answers, that the lands entered in the name of Overton and Winn, are 
situated in township 18, range 13 east, and estimated (exclusive of 6267445 acres purchased on the Ist 
of August afterwards, and mentioned in his answer to the fifth interrogatory) to contain 2,666 acres and 
fos Of an acre. 

To the third, he answers, that one-third of the purchase money, the price of his interest, was paid 
in cash as before-mentioned; the balance, he understood, was paid over by Richard Winn, to the receiver, 
Joseph Friend, on his way through Alexandria to New Orleans, for the purpose of making his deposits, 
but of this he has no personal knowledge. 

To the fourth, he has answered in his answers to the first and preceding interrogatory. 

To the fifth, he answers, that about the date of the entries spoken of in the answer to the first inter- 
rogatory, he made application in the name of Overton and Winn for the northwest quarter and south 
half of the northeast quarter of section 62, containing 234;25 acres, lots five, six and seven of section 
49, containing 744%; acres, and the south half of fractional section 48, containing 317,88, acres, which 
the register declined selling unless subdivided by the surveyor general. Having heard in my acquaint- 
ance with the land officers of instances of private individuals procuring from the surveyor general regu- 
larly certified plats, having the particular fractional sections subdivided so as to enable them to purchase 
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less quantities, and bring or send them to the register, and make the purchase accordingly; in perfect 
good faith | applied to Col. Friend, not in his character as an officer of the government, to write for me 
as he had some acquaintance with the surveyor general and I had none, for a plat of the fractional sec- 
tions, subdivided so as to enable me to purchase the lots already applied for. He did so; I mailed the 
letter a few days after at Alexandria, on my way to Oppelousas. On the return of deponent about the 
latter end of June or first of July, or shortly afterwards, the answer of the surveyor general, covering 
the plat containing the subdivisions of those fractional sections and two or three others perhaps, into 
which the back pre-emptions had run, was handed me by Col. Friend; and on the first day of August I 
went to the register’s office with the plat, to purchase the lots before applied for. Mr. Pareond having 
also applied to purchase the same lots, was notified by the register, but declined buying, when they were 
sold to this deponent and Richard Winn, at the minimum price, $1.25 per acre. This plat of a few frac- 
tional sections in the interior of the township, is the only plat, or map, or diagram of township 18, range 
13 east, or any other township that I have ever applied for to the surveyor general, through Col. Friend 
or any other person, and I suppose is alluded to in the interrogatory as being the diagram of the township 
No. 18. 

To the sixth interrogatory, he answers and says, that he has no personal knowledge upon the subject. 
He understood that there had been an application for fractional section 50, he thinks; saw the individual 
who was said to have applied, had a conversation with him, and heard the receiver say he had not the 
money to make the purchase. 

To the seventh interrogatory, he answers and says, fat he knows nothing of his own knowledge, in 
relation to the interest of Joseph Friend, the receiver, in the lands purchased by Winn and himself. He 
has heard Col. Friend say that he is the owner of one-half of the lands in township 18, range 13 ea8t 
entered in the name of Richard Winn, for which he has obligated himself for the half of the purchase 
money, with interest thereon at ten per centum per annum until paid; payable, if I am not mistaken, on 
the sale of the lands. The quantity he does not know. 


J. H. OVERTON 


Srate or Lovistana, Parish of Ouachita: 

I, William P. Snow, justice of the peace in and for said parish do hereby certify, that by virtue of a 
commission to me directed, from the honorable Henry Bry and Ephraim K. Wilson, commissioners 
appointed by a Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands, have caused the Hon. 
John H. Overton to appear before me at my office in the town of Monroe, on this day, who answered the 
several interrogatories propounded to him by the said commissioners, and annexed to the said commission 
as above stated; and that the answers were taken down, sworn to, and subscribed before me, as therein 
stated, 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my name and affixed my private seal, having no public 
seal of office, on this 12th day of January, A. D, 1835. 

7 Y Tr - 
WM. P. SNOW, Justice of the Peace. [1. s.] 


Srarr or Lovistana: 

I, the undersigned, secretary of state, do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that Wm. P. 
Snow, whose signature is affixed to the foregoing document, is now, and was at the time of signing the 
same, justice of the peace in and for the parish of Ouachita; that to all acts by him so signed, full faith 
and credit are and ought to be given; and further, that his attestation at the foot of said document is in 
due form of law. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the State, at the city of 

‘ : ee Zh : e Cit} 
New Orleans, this seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-five, 
and of the independence of the United States the fifty-ninth. 


MARTIN BLACHE, Secretary of State. 





Tue Strate or Lovrstana, Parish of Ouachita. 
To A. J. Lowry, a justice of the peace in and for the parish of Carroll: 

Know you, that trusting to your fidelity and provident circumspection, you are hereby authorized 
and required to cause to come before you Honora P. Morancy, Robert Ford, and William R, Hynes, citi- 
zens of your said parish, and after having sworn them on the Holy Evanglist of Almighty God, cause 
them to answer, on oath, the interrogatories hereto annexed; and after reducing the said answers to 
writing, and causing the persons so interrogated to sign the same, send them carefully enclosed to me 
at Monroe, together with this commission. Given under my hand this twenty-third day of December, in 
the year 1834. 

E. K. WILLSON, 
Commissioner appointed by the Committee on Public Lands 
of the Senate of the United States. 


The following is the interrogatory propounded to Honora P. Morancy, of the parish of Carroll, in 
the State of Louisiana, in pursuance of a commission directed to me by the Committee of the Senate of 
the United States on Public Lands; also to be propounded to Robert Ford and William Hynes, of same 
place: 

Interrogatory. What do you know of the conduct of the receiver of public moneys at Ouachita, 
Louisiana, in regard to the sale, and his previous representations of the situation of township number 18, 


in range number 13 east, in the parish of Carroll? 
E. K. WILLSON, 


Commissioner appointed by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands. 
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Sratz or Lourstana, Parish of Carroll: 

In pursuance of a commission to me directed by Ephraim K. Willson, commissioner appointed by the 
Committee on Public Lands of the Senate of the U nited States, I caused Honora P. Morancy, of the above 
named parish, to appear before me, who, having been duly sworn, answers as follows to the above inter- 
rogatory: 

Some time in the fall of 1833, I was at Monroe, Louisiana, and inquired of Joseph Friend if the lands 
in township 18, range 13, were subject to entry. He replied they were not. That the commissioners had 
no plat of the same, excepting the plat of the front lots. That he believed the former commissioners had 
offered that township at public sale, but that the sale was illegal, and he could not permit any entries to 
be made in that township at that time; that it would be necessary that said township should be previously 
offered at public sale, according to law, before he could be authorized to permit any private entry. I saw 
Joseph Friend again in Dece mber of the same year, and conversed with him on the same subject, obsery- 
ing to him that I was desirous of making some entries in that township, and that if he should change his 
determination, and permit those lands to be entered at private sale at a future time, without advertising, 
that as I lived at a great distance from the office I would not know it in time. He observed to me that I 
need not give myself any uneasiness on that subject; that he could by no means permit any private entries 
in that township, and that it was his determination to write shortly to the General Land Office, for the 
purpose of having the said township included in the very first proclamation of the President that would 
be issued for the sale of lands in his district. 

If. P, MORANCY. 

Sworn and subscribed to before me this twenty-fifth day of December, 1834. 

A. J. LOWRY, Justice of the Peace in and Jor the Parish of Carroll. 


Wm. R. Hynes, jun., and Robert Ford, not knowing anything relative to entering the lands preju- 
dicial to the receiver, their deposition was not taken. 


A. J. LOWNRY, Justice of the Peace. 


State or Lovistana: 

I, the undersigned, secretary of state, do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that A. J. Lowry, 
whose signature is affixed to the foregoing document, is now, and was at the time of signing the same, 
justice of the peace in and for the parish of Carroll; that to all acts by him so signed full faith and credit 
are due and ought to be given; and further, that his attestation at the foot of said document is in due 
form of law. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of the State, at the city of 
New Orleans, this seve nth day of February, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty-five, and 


of the independence of the United States the fifty-ninth. 
MARTIN BLACHE, Secretary of State. [stat] 





Srate oF Lovrstana, Parish of Ouachita: 
To William P. Snow, Esq., justice of the peace in and for the parish of Ouachita, State of Louisiana, greeting: 
Know you, that, trusting to your fidelity and provident circumspection, you are hereby authorized 

and empowered to cause to come before you Hypolite Pargond, and on the Holy Evangelist of Almighty 
God to be sworn to give true and perfect answers to the interrogatories hereto annexed, and after having 
them reduced to writing and signed by him, and certified by you, under your hand and seal of office, send 
them carefully enclosed to us at Monroe. Given under our hands and private seals, having no public one, 
this tenth day of December, 1834. 

I. BRY, is 7 

KE. K. WILLSON, [1 s.] 

Commissioners appointed by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands. 


The following are interrogatories to be propounded to Mr. Hypolite Pargond, of the parish of Oua- 
chita, and State of Louisiana, in pursuance of a commission directed to us by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands: 

First. Did you or did you not purchase at public sale, in the fall of 1830 or 1831, one or two quarter 
sections of land on the Mississippi river, in Bunch’s bet id, and were they not numbe red as lots Nos. 17 
and 18 in township No. 22, range 12 east; and did you not bid for the said land six dollars and one-half 
per acre; and if not that sum, what did you bid? 

Second. Did you, from information or otherwise, learn that some person was living on said land, and 
bid for it himself, or some person bid for him? 

Third. Did you forfeit your bid, or did you agree that Joseph M. Patten should have the benefit of 
your bid; or did he not take your bid off your hands? 

Fourth. If this arrangement was not made, what was the arrangement by which Mr. Patten got the 
land? State fully the whole arrangement. 

Fifth. 1s not Joseph M. Patten living on the land yet; and is not the land reputed to be worth thirty 
dollars or upwards per acre? 

Sirth. Was or was not the arrangement which you made with Mr. Patten understood by the then 
register, C. F. Morehouse, and the receiver, Joseph Friend? 

Seventh. State all you know about that matter. 

Eighth. Uf Patten had not taken your bid, and agreed to pay for it at the price that you bid, would 
you not have taken it? 

If. BRY, 
EK. kK. WILLSON, 
Commissioners appointed by the Committee of the Senate 
of the United States on Public Lands. 
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Srate oF Lovristana, Parish of Ouachita: 

In pursuance of a commission, to me directed, from the honorable the commissioners, Henry Bry and 
Ephraim kK. Wilson, appointed by the Committee of the Senate of the United States on Public Lands, I 
have caused Mr. Hypolite Pargond to appear before me, at my office, in the town of Monroe, and after 
having duly sworn him upon the Holy Evangelist of Almighty God, according to law, to answer the 
several interrogatories propounded to him by the said commissioners, in relation to the sales of public 
lands, &c., at the land office at this place, deposeth and saith as follows, to wit: 

To the first interrogatory, he says, that he did purchase at the land sales, he thinks in the fall of 1830, 
one or two lots of land on the Mississippi river, situate in Buncl’s bend; but as to the numbers of the 
lots, the township and range, he does not recollect; and further, he says he does not recollect exactly the 
amount he bid per acre, but thinks it was over five dollars, 

To the second, he says, he thinks he was informed while he was bidding for said land, that some 
person lived on it, but does not know that the person then living on said land bid for it through any other 
person, nor by himself. 

To the third, he says, no; he did not forfeit his bid, but did agree with Mr. Joseph M. Patten, in the 
presence of the register, C. F. Morehouse, and the receiver, Joseph Friend, that he, Patten, should have 
the benefit of his bid, to which Patten agreed, and took the bid off his hands. 

To the fourth, he says, he has answered this interrogatory in his answer to the third; and for further 
answer he says, Joseph M. Patten did forfeit the bid, and that he, deponent, complained very much to 
Patten about it, and told Patten if he had known he would have forfeited the bid, he should not have had 
the land. Patten then told deponent he need not complain about it, for his (deponent’s) name was not 
known in the transaction at all, as deponent’s name was erased, and his, Patten’s name put in the place 
of it. 

To the jifth, he says, he believes that he does live on the same land; as to the value of said land he 
is unable to say. 

To the sixth, he says, yes; the register, C. F. Morehouse, erased his name and wrote Patten’s in the 
place of it, which was done in the presence of the receiver, Joseph Friend. 

To the seventh, he says, he has answered all he knows on the subject. 


To the eighth, he says, yes. H. PARGOND. 


Srate oF Lovistana, Parish of Ouachita: 
I, William P. Snow, justice of the peace in and for said parish, do hereby certify that the foregoing 
answers were taken, written down, sworn to, and subscribed before me, as above stated. 
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my name, and affixed my private seal, having no public 
seal of office, at my office, in the town of Monroe, on this 20th day of December, A. D. 1834. 
WM. P. SNOW, Justice of the Peace. [t. s.] 


State or Lovrstana. 

I, the sundersigned seeretary of tate, do hereby certify to all whom it may concern, that W. P. 
Snow, whose signature is affixed to the foregoing document, is now and was at the time of signing the 
same justice of the peace in and for the parish of Ouachita; that to all acts by him so signed full faith 
and credit are and ought to be given; and further, that his attestation at the foot of said document is in 
due form of law. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and affixed the seal of the State, at the city of 
New Orleans, this seventh day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-five, and of the independence of the United States of America the fifty-ninth. 

MARTIN BLACHE, Secretary of State. [srau.] 





To William Lumpkin of Hinds County, Mississippi, greeting: 

By virtue of the power in me vested by the Senate of the Congress of the United States of America, 
T hereby authorize and command you to summon William Bedwords, James McLarer, William Corgale, 
William C. Despass, Herrin Walker, G. C. Porter, and John H. Ripler, of the county of Hinds, and State 
of Mississippi, to be and personally appear before me, on the 10th day of January, A. D. 1835, at my 
office, in the town of Raymond, Hinds county, and State aforesaid, then and there to be propounded all 
such facts as he may know, touching any malpractice on the part of the several registers and receivers 
of the several land offices in the State aforesaid; also touching any fraud or corruption that may have 
been practiced in the recent sale of public lands in this State. 

Given under my hand and seal this 22d day of December, A. D. 1834. 

ROBERTSON A. CARLOSS, Commissioner.  [sEat.] 


To R. J. Townes, of Hinds County, Mississippi, greeting: 

By virtue of the power in me vested by the Senate of the Congress of the United States of America, 
IT hereby authorize and command you to summon David Slay, of the county of Hinds, and State of Missis- 
sippi, to be and personally appear before me, on the 22d day of December, A. D. 1834, (inst.) at my office 
in the town of Raymond, in Hinds county, and State aforesaid, then and there to discover on oath, in 
answer to interrogatories to be propounded, all such facts as he may know, touching any malpractice on 
the part of the several registers and receivers of the several land office in the State aforesaid; also 
touching any fraud or corruption that may have been practiced in the recent sale of public lands in this 
State. 

Given under my hand and seal this 22d day of December, A. D. 1834. 

R. A. CARLOSS, Commissioner.  [SEAL.] 


To William Lumpkin, of Hinds County, Mississippi, greeting: 
By virtue of the power in me vested by the Senate of the Congress of the United States of America, 
I hereby authorize and command you to summon Wm. A. Hardwick, John Palmer, Patrick Sharkey, and 
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Frederick Spann, of the county of Hinds, and State of Mississippi, to be and personally appear before 
me on the 10th day of January, A. D. 1835, at my office in the town of Raymond, in Hinds county, and 
State aforesaid; then and there to discover on oath, in answer to interrogatories to be propounded, all 
such facts as he may know touching any malpractice on the part of the several registers and receivers 
of the several land offices in the State aforesaid; also touching any fraud or corruption that may have 
been practiced in the recent sale of public lands in this State. 
Given under my hand and seal this 22d day of December, A. D. 1834. 
ROBERTSON A. CARLOSS, Commissioner.  [sEat.] 


To James R. Wright, of Clairborne County, Mississippi, greeting: 

By virtue of the power in me vested by the Senate of the Congress of the United States of America, 
I hereby authorize and command you to summon Doct. Edward Lee, Henry T. Irish, Esq., B. F. Stockton, 
Doct. James P. Parker, and John B. Thrasher, to be and personally appear before me at the office of 
James Maury, Esq., in the town of Port Gibson, in the county of Claiborne, and State aforesaid, on Satur- 
day, the 27th day of December, A. D. 1834, then and there to discover on oath, in answer to interroga- 
tories to be propounded, all such facts as they may know touching any malpractice on the part of the 
several registers and receivers of the several land offices in the State aforesaid; also touching any fraud 
or corruption that may have been practiced in the recent sale of public lands in this State. 

Given under my hand and seal the 24th day of December, 1834. 

ROBERTSON A. CARLOSS, Commissioner. [sEat.] 


Doct. Lee and Major B. F. Stockton know nothing in relation to the land offices of Mississippi; they 
could testify concerning the land offices in Louisiana. Mr. Thrasher was absent from home; his testimony 


and Doct. Parker’s would be the same. 
R. A. CARLOSS. 


Interrogatories propounded to John Maxwell, Henry T. Irish, David Slay, Stewart McRaven, and J. 
P. Parker, by R. A. Carloss, under a commission from the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands of 
the Senate of the United States, in relation to alleged frauds in the sales of the public lands: 

Interrogatory first. Did you or did you not attend the sales of the public lands held at Chocchuma, 
in the State of Mississippi, on the 21st day of October, 1833, at any time during the continuance of said 
sales? 

Interrogatory second. If yea, please state whether you became the purchaser of any lands of the 
United States at said sales, what number of acres, and at what prices? 

Interrogatory third. Did you make such purchases on your own individual account, or in partnership 
with others? 

Interrogatory fourth. If the purchases were made in partnership with other persons, please subjoin 
to your answer to this interrogatory a full and fair copy of the articles of agreement under and by virtue 
of which said purchases were made. 

Interrogatory fifth. Did you, in bidding for the public lands, represent any company or companies of 
speculators? And if so, state the names of the persons composing said companies, the agent or agents 
of said companies, designating the State in which such company was formed. 

Interrogatory sixth. Did or did not all of said companies combine for the purpose of purchasing all 
the valuable lands then offered for sale for their own exclusive benefit, grant‘ng only the privilege to 
actual settlers to purchase, at the minimum price of the government, one-eighth or a quarter section of 
land, including their improvements; and did not an agent of the combination, or of some one of the com- 
panies, in most instances, bid off each eighth or quarter section of land, and afterwards transfer the 
certificate to the person settled on it, provided payment was made for the land during the same day? 

Interrogatory seventh. Were there any actual settlers who bid for other lands at these sales, after he 
had obtained the eighth or quar‘er section on which he had made his settlement or improvement? And 
if so, please to state the name of the person who bid under such circumstances. 

Interrogatory eighth. What number of acres of public land did the whole of said companies purchase 
at said sales; and how was it divided between them after the sales- were closed? 

Interrogatory ninth. Did or did not the companies, after the public sales were closed, open an auction 
for the lands which they had purchased, at which all who thought fit were permitted to bid, thereby 
creating a competition for their mutual benefit? 

Interrogatory tenth. Did the register and receiver demand payment according to law from the compa- 
nies of speculators for the whole of the lands purchased by them and each of them; or was not the 
payment in some cases, oR IN ALL, postponed until the sales were closed, and the subsequent sales were 
made by said companies on their own account? 

Interrogatory eleventh. Did the register and receiver accept, in lieu of money or bank notes, bills of 
exchange on some mercantile house in Natchez or New Orleans, or elsewhere, in payment for public lands 
purchased at said sales by said companies of speculators, or any of them? If so, state what amount 
was so offered and accepted, and on what terms. 

Interrogatory twelfth. Was the register or receiver, or either of them, interested with said companies 
of speculators, or either of them, in the lands purchased at said sales, either directly or in the name of 
some other person? 

Interrogatory thirteenth. Did not the combination of speculators stipulate with Samuel Gwin, the 
register, to guarantee to him one dollar for each transfer of an eighth of a section of land; and did not 
said Gwin refuse to permit the sales to proceed until that stipulation was made? 

Interrogatory fourteenth. Was not William M. Gwin, the brother of the register, now marshal of the 
State, a member of the combination of speculators in the public lands at said sales? And if so, please 
state what number of acres was allotted him in the general distribution. 

Interrogatory fifteenth. Did or did not the register or receiver demand of the purchaser or purchasers 
fees or compensation for the performance of their duties not authorized by law? 

Interrogatory sixteenth. Have they accepted a bonus in money, or in form of interest, for securing 
particular tracts of land to such purchasers as would comply with the terms presented to them in this 
respect? 

Interrogatory seventeenth. Have they or have they not sold public lands at any time otherwise than 
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for ready money? And if so, have they taken the promissory note of the purchaser, payable at a distant 
day, for the purchase money, and a separate note fur interest in their own names, and for their own 
benefit? 

Interrogatory eighteenth. Have they marked any part of the public lands as laid down in the map of 
survey sold, or in any other manner which designated the land as entered, when in fact the lands so 
marked had not been actually sold or entered? 

Interrogatory nineteenth. Have they at any time been interested with speculators or others who be- 
came the purchasers of the public lands so marked, and shared with them the profits arising out of such 
purchases? ; 

Interrogatory twentieth. Have combinations of speculators at any public, sale of lands united for the 
purpose of driving other purchasers out of the market, and deterring poor men from bidding for the lands 
on which they resided, or other lands which they might desire to purchase for actual settlement and cul- 
tivation, thereby taking into their own hands the control of sales for their own benefit, and purchased all 
the valuable lands at the minimum price of the government? 

Interrogatory twenty-first. Have these speculators, after the public sales were closed, offered the 
lands so purchased by them for sale at augmented prices; and have these lands been purchased by per- 
sons attending the sales at the prices put on them by the speculators or their agents; and if so, what 
price per acre, estimating the highest and lowest qualities, did they receive for the lands so purchased? 

Interrogatory twenty-second. Have these companies, or any of them, large bodies of land now in the 
market which they fraudulently purchased at one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre; and if so, what 
amount of lands, according to the best estimate which may be made, yet remains undisposed of; and 
what is the price at which it is limited, including lands of the best quality and those of an interior quality? 

Interrogatory twenty-third. What would be a reasonable estimate of the loss sustained by the govern- 
ment at any public sales of lands within your district, in consequence of combinations of companies to 
purchase them at the minimum price? 

Interrogatory twenty-fourth. Were the registers and receivers attending any such sale informe’, or 
had knowledge of the existence of such combinations of companies, and their object; and did they aid 
them in their fraudulent purposes; or did they, having such knowledge, interpose, in their official con- 
duct or otherwise, to prevent the accomplishment of the purposes for which they had combined? 

Interrogatory twenty-fifth. Wave the registers and receivers manifested favoritism in the sale of the 
public lands at private sale, where two or more persons made application to purchase any particular tract 
of land; and if so, what were the circumstances under which their partiality was so manifested? 

Interrogatory twenty-sixth. Have the receivers of the public moneys, or any of them, been at any time 
detected in speculating on the funds paid into their offices by selling at a premium bank notes of the 
Bank of the United States, or other current bank paper, for bank notes not current at par, but which 
were made receivable for public lands, and their depositing these uncurrent bank notes in the deposit 
bank selected by the Secretary of the Treasury in lieu of the current notes thus sold at a premium? 

Interrogatory twenty-seventh. Please state any and every other matter or thing material to this inves- 
tigation, within your knowledge, as fully and at large as if thereto particularly interrogated? 


The deposition of John Maxwell, of the city of Natchez, taken in the town of Port Gibson, county of 
Claiborne, and State of Mississippi, the 24th day of December, A. D. 1834, in the presence of Robertson 
A. Carloss, commissioner of the Senate of the United States for taking testimony, and also of James H. 
Murray, a justice of the peace of said county of Claiborne: 

To interrogatory first, witness answers, I did. 

To interrogatory second, witness says, he did not purchase or bid for lands at the public sales. 

To interrogatory third, witness answers, he made no purchase. 

To interyogatory fourth, witness makes same answer as above. 

To interrogatory fifth, witness answers, that he made no bid at the sales of public lands, but says 
that he was connected with a company in whose behalf lands were purchased. He says further, that the 
company with whom he was connected, consisted of upwards of one hundred and fifty persons; among 
those who with himself constituted the company, he designates the names of Thomas G. Ellis, Robert J. 
Walker, Robert Jameson, of Alabama; Malcolm Gilchrist, of Alabama; Richard Anderson, Eli Driner, 
— Glover, —— Bradford, —— Burnett, Isaac Lane, F. E. Plummer, Wm. Plummer, Govan, Wm. 
M. Beal, Wm. M. Gwin, and David W. Connelly. The company was formed at Chocchuma. 

To interrogatory sixth, the witness answers, that the company was formed with the view of prevent- 
ing competition in the bidding; and in the belief that the combination of purchasers would enable the 
members of the company to purchase on cheaper terms from persons who were members of the company, 
and who were the persons whose names are first designated above, were constituted agents to purchase 
for the company, and were called commissioners. One or another of the commissioners made all the pur- 
chases that were effected in behalf of the company. The company agreed with the settlers that they 
would not bid for settlements provided the settlers would not compete with the company in the purchase 
of other lands; many of the settlers were themselves members of the company; all persons, whether mem- 
bers of the company or settlers, were allowed to bid for lands, and in some instances did so; in most 
instances the settlements were purchased in by the commissioners of the company, and in a few days 
after transferred the purchase at cost to the settlers, and received remuneration. 

To interrogatory seventh, witness says, he is unable to answer affirmatively or negatively. 

To interrogatory eighth, witness answers, he knows not what number of acres were purchased by the 
company. 

To interrogatory ninth, the witness answers entirely in the affirmative. 

To interrogatory tenth, witness answers, that there were some instances of the receipts not being 
delivered by the receiver on the day of sale, but he knows of no such instance except in cases where the 
purchasers had made a deposit of their funds with him. The neglect seemed to be attributable to the 
press of business. 

To interrogatory eleventh, witness says, that he does not know that they did. 

To interrogatory twelfth, witness answers, that he did not know them to be concerned directly or 
indirectly in the company. He says that Mr. Sterling, the receiver, did in some instances bid for and 
purchase lands against the company. 

97 ¥F 





VOL. VII 














770 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1835. 


































To interrogatory thirteenth, witness states, that he knew of no such stipulation. He states that he 
arrived at the place of sales on the last day of the existence of the company as a company to purchase, 
though he was a member from the first. He states that Gwin, the register, did charge and receive one 
dollar for each transfer during the sales. 

To interrogatory fourteenth, witness answers, that Wm. M. Gwin was a member of the company, 
bought lands of the company, he believes, and received his dividend of the profits on the sales by the 
company, Which amounted to three hundred dollars on the thousand. 

To interrogaory fifteenth, witness answers, not to his knowledge. 

To interrogatory sixteenth, witness answers, not to his knowledge. 

To interrogatory seventeenth, witness answers, not to his knowledge. 

To interrogatory eighteenth, witness answers, not to his knowledge. 

To interrogatory nineteenth, witness answers, not to his knowledge, 

To interrogatory twentieth, witness answers, not to his knowledge. 

To interrogatory twenty-first, witness states, that at Chocchuma the company, after the sales were 
over, set up at auction the lands which they had bought, but in the first instance they were put up at the 
sum which they had cost the company, and sold at the highest advance upon the cost, to any person who 
would bid; and if no advance was made on the cost, the land- fell back to the company, and when they 
had thus offered all their lands they again set up the residue, cither at cost or the government price, and 
he forgets which. 

To interrogatory twenty-second, witness says, that the company of which he has spoken own no lands 
at this time. He states that there were sub-companies formed which bought of the main company, and 
are now owners of the land, and hold them in market at various prices. 

To interrogatory twenty-third, witness says, he is unable to answer the interrogatory. 

To interrogatory twenty-fourth, witness answers, that the officers of the land office at Choechuma had 
knowledge of the existence of the main company, though he cannot say when they were informed of it. 
After the termination of the time of the duration of the main company, new companies were formed, 
when he heard colonel Gwin, the register, threaten to suspend the sales if they did not desist from such 
combinations. 

To interrogatory tiventy-fifth, witness answers, they have shown none to my knowledge. 

To interrogatory twenty-sixth, witness answers, not to his knowledge. 

To interrogalory twenty-seventh, witness says, he cannot state anything further than what he has said. 


JOHN MAXWELL. 


Srare or Misstssipr1, Claiborne County: 

I, James H. Maury, a justice of the peace in and for the said county of Claiborne, do certify that 
John Maxwell, the witness whose name is subscribed to the foregoing deposition, was by me duly sworn, 
and that the foregoing deposition was taken down in my handwriting, as delivered by said witness, in 
answer to the interrogatories respectively. Given under my hand and seal this 24th December, 1834. 


J. H. MAURY, J. P. [seat] 


The deposition of Henry T. Trish, of the town of Port Gibson, State of Mississippi, taken in said 
town on the 27th day of December, 1834, by Robertson A. Carloss, commissioner of the Senate of the 
United States for taking testimony, and also before James H. Maury, a justice of the peace of said 
county and State aforesaid. 

The witness, being first duly sworn to make true answers to the interrogatories, deposcth as follows: 

To interrogatory first, he answers, that he was at Chocchuma from the beginning to the termination 
of the sales of land by the government at that place. ; 

To interrogatory second, he answers, that he has no recollection of making any purchase at the sales. 
He bought lands while there by entry, and also at the sales of a company and of individuals; and gene- 
rally at the price of one dollar and twenty-five cents: for some he gave as much as five dollars per acre. 

To interrogatory third, he answers, that he bought in partnership with H. Carpenter. 

To interrogatory fourth, he answers, that the articles of partnership between himself and Carpenter 
do not now exist, that he knows of. 

To interrogatory fifth, he says, that he does not remember that he made any bid for lands at the gov- 
ernment sales. 

To interrogatory sixth, he answers that there were large companies formed upon the ground with 
views of purchasing, as named in the interrogatory. The purchases in behalf of the company were com- 
monly made by agents; but sometimes purchases were made by others of the company, who had not been 
designated as agents for that purpose. He understood that the lands desired by settlers were bid off by 
the agents of the company and transferred to the settlers, after the manner named in the interrogatory. 

To interrogatory seventh, he says, he is not informed as to the facts named in the interrogatory. 

To inlerrogatory eighth, he says, he does not know the number of acres bought by the company. 
The company made no division of lands. 

To interrogatory ninth, he answers affirmatively. 

To interrogatory tenth, he says, he is not fully informed as to the facts of the interrogatory, but thinks 
that payments were required on the morning after the sales, or on the evening of the days of sale. 

To interrogatory eleventh, witness answers, that he knows of no payments by bills. He says he paid 
himself by checks on the Planters’ Bank at Natchez. 

To interrogatory twelfth, he answers, that he does not know that either of them were concerned in 
any way with the speculators, or in the purchases that were made by the companies. 

To interrogatory thirteenth, he says, he never heard nor knew of any such application. 

To interrogatory fourteenth, he says, he thinks William M. Gwin was a member of the company, but 
is not at all positive that he was. 

To interrogatory fifteenth, witness answers, he does not know that they have. 

To interrogatory sixteenth, he says, he does not know that they have. 

To interrogatory seventeenth, he says, he does not know. 

To interrogatory eighteenth, he says, he does not know that they have. 

To interrogatory nineteenth, he says, he does not know that they have. 

To interrogatory twentieth, he says, he does not know of any union of speculators for such purposes. 
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His idea of the motives of the combination is that they were formed for the purpose of avoiding the 
effects of competition. . 

To interrogatory twenty-first, he auswers, that the company offered the lands purchased by them in 
the first place for the highest advance wi what they cost the company; and in the second place for 
what they would bring. The lands were sold by the companies at public aue tion. 

To interrogatory twenty- -second, he says, the company, of which the deponent is informed, at this time 
owns no land. 

To interrogatory twenty-third, the deponent says, he is unable to answer the interrogatory. 

To interrogatory twenty- fourth, he says, he does not know that the officers had any positive knowledge 
of the combination. He heard Gwin say that if any such combination came to his” knowledge he would 
stop the sales. 

To interrogatory twenty-fifth, he says, the conduct of the officers was entirely fair, so far as his 
knowledge extends. 

To tnterrogatory twenty-sixth, he says, as to his own knowledge he cannot answer the interrogatory. 

To interrogatory twenty-seventh, he answers, that he has stated all that he conceives to be material, 
so far as his information extends. 


H. T. IRISH. 


Srate or Mississippi, Claiborne County: 

The undersigned, justice of the peace of the said county, certifies that Henry T. Irish was duly sworn 
to answer the interrogatories, and that his answers were taken down by the undersigned, and read to 
the witness respectively, and assented to by him, and subscribed before me this 27th day of Decem- 
ber, 1834. 

J. H. MAURY, J.P. [seat] 


The deposition of Dr. James P. Parker, of the town of Port Gibson, in the county of Claiborne: and 
State of Mississippi, taken by Robertson A. Carloss, commissioner of the United States Senate, in the town 
of Port Gibson, and county and State aforesaid, and also in the presence of James H. Maury, Esq., a 
justice of the peace of said county and State aforesaid, and sworn to and subscribed by the said deponent. 

To interrogatory first, witness says, he arrived at Chocchuma a few days previous to the close of the 
sales, and remained there till the termination, 

To interrogatory second, witness says, he purchased at public sales about four hundred and fifty acres 
of land at prices ranging between two and ten dollars. 

To interrogatory third, he answers, that he bought in partnership with J. B. Thrasher. 

To interrogatory fourth, he answers, there was no article of agreement in writing; the terms were 
equal interest in advancements and products. 

To interrogatory fifth, he says, he had nothing to do with any company of speculators in purchasing 
the lands hereinbefore mentioned. He states that he bought no lands in behalf of a company, but that 
he bought about six hundred acres of a company of which he was himself a member, 

To interrogatory sixth, he says, as to the company in which witness was concerned, he answers 
affirmatively. 

To interrogatory seventh, witness says, he is unable to answer. 

To interrogatory eighth, witness says, he knows nothing of the principal company; hewas a member 
of two or three sub-companies, who closed their transactions daily. As to the quantity purchased of 
government by the company, and as to the mode of division, he is uninformed, except that the companies 
with which he was connected did, on the evening of each day, sell at private company auction the lands 
which they had bought on the same day of government. 

To interrogatory ninth, he answers, no further than in the next preceding answer. 

To interrogatory tenth, he answers, that as far as he knows, payments were made to the receiver on 
the day of the purchase, or next morning, except in cases where the officer was a depository of funds of 
purchaser. 

To interrogatory eleventh, never to the knowledge of the witness. 

To interrogatory twelfth, not to knowledge of witness. 

To interrogatory thirteenth, cannot say there was any stipulation. S. Gwin charged to transfer on 
each certificate one dollar. 

To interrogatory fourteenth, he was, and purchased some land at the company’s sale. I know of no 
allotments made by the companies. 

To interrogatory fifteenth, never to my knowledge, except by charging one dollar for the transfer of 
each and every certificate of land. 

To interrogatory sixteenth, never to my knowledge. 

To interrogatory seventeenth, never to my knowledge. 

To interrogatory eighteenth, never to my know ledge. 

To interrogatory nineteenth, answer as above, 

To interrogatory twentieth, answer as above. 

To interrogatory twenty-first, answer as above. 

To interrogatory twenty-second, answer as above. 

To interrogatory twenty-third, cannot estimate the loss sustained by government, but presume that 
much of the land would have sold for a higher price than the minimum, if compe tition had not been pre- 
vented by the formation of companies; and also believe that much low and worthless land was sold 
which otherwise would not have been sold. 

To interrogatory twenty-fourth, they knew of the existence of companies for the purchase of public 
Jands, and did interfere as far as I know. 

To interrogatory twenty-fifth, never to my knowledge. 

To interrogatory twenty-sixth, not to my knowledge. 

To interrogatory twenty-seventh, further the deponent knoweth not. 


JAMES P. PARKER. 





















772 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1335. 





Srate oF Misstssiprr, Claiborne County: 

The undersigned justice of the peace of said county of Claiborne doth hereby certify, that the fore- 
going answers were made by said witness, and subscribed by him; and that the answers were taken 
down partly in the handwriting of the witness, and partly in that of said justice, and that the witness 
was duly sworn. 

Given under my hand and seal this 27th December, 1834. 

J. U. MAURY, J. P. 


Replies or answers of David Slay to interrogatories propounded by R. A. Carloss, commissioner, 
&c., on 22d December, 1834: 

Answer to first interrogatory. I was not. 

Answer to eighteenth interrogatory. George B. Dameron, late receiver at Clinton or Mount Salus, 
refused to permit me to enter a picce of land, and pointed out a few small dots or spots, made apparently 
by a pen, and which Mr. Dameron admitted he had made; and further, that said land was not entered at 
that time, but was entered some few months afterwards by a neighbor of mine. 

Answer to twenty-seventh interrogatory. Very shortly after the passage of an act of Congress, autho- 
rizing individuals to enter tracts of land in forty acre tracts, | applied for the entry of the north 3 of the 
west $ of the northeast $ of section 12, township 7, and in range 3 west; and George B. Dameron, the 
then receiver of public moneys at Mount Salus, (and at whose office the entry was to be made) perempto- 
rily refused to allow me to do so; and said land was afterwards entered as stated in the above answer. 
Further: Mr. Gwin, the register at said office, insisted on giving me an application for said land, and in 
the presence of Mr. Dameron; but Mr. Dameron still persisting in not letting me enter it, I did not take 
out an application. 


DAVID SLAY. 


Srate or Misstssiprt, Hinds County: 

I, Robert J. Townes, an acting justice of the peace of the said county and State aforesaid, do hereby 
certify that David Slay appeared before Robertson A. Carloss, commissioner,’ &c., and in my presence, in 
the county aforesaid, after having been duly sworn, made the foregoing answers to the interrogatories 
annexed, and signed the same in my presence. Given under my hand and seal, December 22, 1834. 


R. J. TOWNES, J.P. [seat.] 


Strate or Misstssipp1, Hinds County: 

I, Calvin Bankston, clerk of the probate court of Hinds county, do certify that Robert J. Townes 
was an acting justice of the peace in and for the said county on the 22d of December last. Given under 
my hand and seal of office, this 23d of January, 1834. 

C. E. BEAUCHAMP, Deputy, 
For C. 5. BANKSTON, Clerk. [sEat.] 


The examination of Stewart McRaven, of the county of Hinds and State of Mississippi, taken by 
Robertson A. Carloss, commissioner of the United States Senate for taking depositions, and also in the 
presence of the honorable James Scott, judge of the second judicial district of the State. 

Witness answers to the first interrogatory in the following manner: I was. 

To interrogatory second, witness answers, he did not purchase any lands at said sales; and answers 
in the negative to all interrogatories until the seventeenth. 

Answer to seventeenth interrogatory. This deponent was called upon, and did loan to a Mr. John Long 
a small sum of money, which Long stated was to pay the interest due to Mr. George B. Dameron, then 
receiver of public moneys at Mount Salus, Mi., due, or so stated by said Long to have accrued, on a note 
given for the entry of a piece of land. Further, that said Dameron, receiver as aforesaid, charged said 
Long, as by him stated, interest at the rate of sixty per centum per annum. 

To all interrogatories up to the twenty-sixth, witness answers in the negative. 

Answer to twenty-sixth interrogatory. Geo. B. Dameron, late receiver at Mount Salus, stated to depo- 
nent that he had loaned to Dr. Jacob B. Morgan the sum of five hundred dollars of the funds of the 
government, but he knows not of his making similar loans to any one else. 

Furthermore the deponent saith not. 

STEWART McRAVEN. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, 9th January, 1835. 

JAMES SCOTT, Judge of Second Judicial District of Mississippi. 


By Hiram G. Runnels, governor of the State of Mississippi. 
To all who shall see these presents: 
Be it known, that James Scott was judge of the circuit court for the second judicial district, on the 
10th day of January, 1835, and that full faith and credit are due to all his acts as such. 
Given under my hand and the great seal of said State at Jackson, the 16th day of January, 1835. 
H. G. RUNNELS.  [seat.] 
By order of the governor. 
DAVID JACKSON, Secretary of State. 


State oF Mississippi, Hinds County: 

I, Robertson A. Carloss, of the town or Raymond, county and State aforesaid, do certify that I have, 
in pursuance of a commission to me directed, from the chairman of the Land Committee of the Senate of 
the United States, taken the depositions of John Maxwell, Henry T. Irish, and James P. Parker, in the 
town of Port Gibson, in Claiborne county; and also the depositions of Stewart McRaven and David Slay, 
in Raymond; and that the answers to the accompanying interrogatories were severally made by the said 
deponents. 

Given under my hand and seal the 12th January, 1835. 

ROBERTSON A. CARLOSS, Commissioner United States Senate. [sEat.] 
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LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 
COMMUNICATED TO THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MARCH 3, 1835. 


GeneraL Lanp Orrice, January 7, 1835. 


Sir: Having received the report of the recorder of land titles and commissioners appointed under 
the provisions of the act of the 9th of July, 1832, and the acts supplementary thereto, for the final 
adjustment of land claims in Missouri, upon the claims therein, numbered from 143 to 255, inclusive, 
which, in their opinion, are entitled to be placed in the first class specified in the said act of 1832, and as 
it would have been impracticable for this office to have prepared duplicate copies thereof for the two 
Houses of Congress within a reasonable time, I have this day transmitted the original report to the 
Senate, with a request that it be placed in the possession of the House of Representatives whenever the 
Senate shall have acted thereon. 

It being very important that this office should be in possession of the originals of all the reports 
upon private land claims, I have to request that the report above mentioned may be returned after the 
final action of Congress thereon. 

I am, very respectfully, sir, your obedient servant, 
ELIJAH HAYWARD. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 





Orrice oF THE RecorpER or Lanp Tities, St. Louis, Missouri, December 5, 1834. 


Sir: In pursuance of the act of Congress entitled ‘An act for the final adjustment of private land 
claims in Missouri,” approved the 9th day of July, 1832, and the acts supplementary thereto, the under- 
signed recorder and commissioners have the honor to make report to you, to the end that it be laid before 
Congress, of their proceedings under and by virtue of the acts aforesaid. 

In the report now submitted, the board have included only such claims as they considered to be enti- 
tled to confirmation, and consequently have placed them in the first class, reserving their decisions upon 
those claims which to them have appeared destitute of merit, for their final report, having adopted the 
course of proceeding followed by this board in its report transmitted through you to Congress at its last 
session. 

In deciding upon the claims herewith reported, the undersigned have, in pronouncing them entitled 
to confirmation, adopted the principles laid down in the report of last year, and have endeavored to make 
such application of them to the respective cases, as comported with reason and justice. They have the 
more unhesitatingly adopted and applied those principles, inasmuch as they seem to the undersigned to 
have been fully ratified, adopted and acted upon by the highest judicial tribunal known to the United 
States. In proof of which, the board beg leave to refer the whole current of decisions made by the 
Supreme Court, on the claims brought before it by appeal from the courts in Florida. 

These decisions have been attentively read and examined by the undersigned, and, in their view, 
would entirely justify the confirmation of the claims included in the report now made to you. 

As in the previous report, the board have presented each case in a tabular form, and numbered them 
in the order of their decision, from No, 143 to No. 255, and forward them herewith, together with the trans- 
lations of the concessions and surveys. The undersigned avail themselves of this opportunity to observe 
that, in consequence of the minute investigation which they have found it their duty to give to each case, 
and in consequence, also, of the difficulty of discovering and applying the evidence on the respective 
claims, scattered as it frequently is over voluminous and confusedly arranged records, they have not been 
able to complete, in time for the present session of Congress, their examination of a greater number of 
claims, which, under the acts of Congress, are subject to their decision, than that herewith submitted. 

The reérganization of the board, consequent upon the appointment of Lewis F. Linn, Esq., to the 
Senate of the United States, and the resignation of Albert G. Harrison, Esq., did not take place until the 
month of June last, since which time they have been assiduously employed in the execution of the duties 
assigned to them, except during an interval of a few wecks, when the board did not sit, owing to the 
fatal indisposition of the wife of the recorder, and while one of the members of the board was laboring 
under a severe and dangerous illness. 

Feeling, as we do, great solicitude that strict justice should be done to all concerned in the uncon- 
firmed land claims in this State, as well as those in Arkansas, and believing that it is of great importance 
to the State and Territory, and to the interest of the United States, to have them speedily settled, we hope 
and believe that Congress will act with promptnesss and justice in relation to them. 

All of which is most respectfully submitted. 

JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 

Hon. Exiszan Haywarp, Commissioner of the General Land Office, Washington City, D. C. 
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No. 143.—Jacques Bon, ciuamine 800 aRPENs. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Aprin 18, 1833. 
A. G. Harrison, Esq. appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Jacques Bon, claiming 800 arpens of land, by virtue of a settlement right, in the county of Wash- 
ington. See record book F, page 53; Bates’ Minutes, page 17; Bates’ Decisions, book 2, page 28. 


Sr. Lovis, November 28, 1812. 
Jacques Bon, claiming 800 arpens of land on Mine, district of Genevieve. 
Notice.—Joseph Becquet, duly sworn, says claimant inhabited said tract, and cultivated the same 
from 1801 to this day. A wife in 1803. See Bates’ Minutes, page 17. 
Cannot be granted, as it is mineral land. See Bates’ Decisions, book No, 2, page 28; see book No. 
6, page 157. 


OctoBer 7, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 

Jacques Bon, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 157. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said Jacques 
Bon, or to his legal representatives, provided it does not interfere with the Old Mine claim. See book 
No. 7, page 10. 


Conflicting claims. 
Ocroser 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. TH. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

In the case of Jacques Bon, claiming 800 arpens of land, see book No. 6, page 157. 

Louis Bolledue, duly sworn, says that since the year 1816 or 1817 he knows the said Jacques Bon, 
and that to the best of his knowledge the said Bon has been settled upon and within the boundaries of 
the Old Mine concession, Witness further says that he does not know of the said Bon having any other 
claim to land in this State. See book No. 7, page 47. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 144.—J. Baptiste Descnamp, cLAIMING 160 aRPENs. 


Don Francisco Cruzat, lieutenant colonel of infantry by brevet, commander-in-chief and lieutenant governor 
of this western part, and district of Illinois. 


Cognizance being taken of the memorial presented by John Baptiste Deschamp, an inhabitant of this 
town of St. Louis, dated May 19th of this current year, I do grant to the said John Baptiste Deschamp, 
in fee simple, for him, his heirs, or others who may represent his right, the four arpens of land in front 
on the river Decadre, by forty arpens in depth, in order that he may establish the plantation he solicits, 
on condition to be liable to the public charges, and others which it may please his Majesty to impose, 
and, on the contrary, the said land to be reunited to the royal domain. 

FRANCISCO CRUZAT. 

Given in Sr. Lovrs or Inurots, May 25, 1783. 


od 


Truly translated from livre terrien, book No. 4, page 7. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, dugust 13, 1833. 








! 
nk | ae 
2 = ine = “ 
= | Name of original | & | Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 
=| | claimant. | § of claim. situation. 
A | | | 
| | 
144 | Arps. 
| Jean Baptiste 160 | Concession, 25th | Francisco Cruzat. On river Aux Cardes. 
| Dechamp. May, 1783. 











































LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Aprit 20, 1833. 

A. G. Harrison, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Jean Baptiste Dechamp, by his legal representative, Joseph F. Robidoux, claiming 4 by 40 arpens, 
situate on the right bank of river Aux Cardes. See livre terrien, No. 4, page 7; record book F, page 191. 

John Baptiste Maurice Chatillon, duly sworn, says that in the year 1780 John Baptiste Dechamp 
inhabited and cultivated said tract of land, and continued thereon for about three years, when he was 
compelled, by Indian depredations, to abandon it; that he had then a wife and two children. 

John Baptiste Vien, duly sworn, says that one Toussaint Dechamp, alias Hunot, inhabited and culti- 
vated said lands about forty years ago, for or under Baptiste Dechamp, for about one year, when he was 
compelled to abandon it on account of Indian depredations; and, further, that said tract was inhabited 
and cultivated by or under said Baptiste Dechamp about twenty years ago, and ever since. See book 
No. 6, page 159. 


OctoBer 7, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Jean Baptiste Dechamp, claiming 160 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 159. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Jean Baptiste 
Dechamp, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. Sce book No. 7, page 11. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE., 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 145.—Jran Baptiste Gamacne, sr., CLAIMING 1,050 ARPENS. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
November 19, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Auguste Gamache and Jolin Baptiste Gamache, claiming 1,050 arpens of land situate on the Missis- 
sippi, below the mouth of Maramec river, district of St. Louis, produce record of a plat of survey, dated 
15th November, 1805, certified 22d February, 1806. 

Alexander McNair, claiming 525 arpens of this tract, as assignee of the sheriff of St. Louis district, 
who sold the same as the property of John Baptiste Gamache, produces record of a deed from sheriff to 
MeNair, dated 4th February, 1807. 

It appears to the board, from the rough minutes of April 3, 1806,.that testimony was taken in this 
claim, and not entered on the fair minutes; and the same being within the recollection of two of the com- 
missioners, to wit, John C. B. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, it is thereupon agreed to receive testimony 
on this day. 

Auguste Choutean, sworn: Says that he knows the tract claimed; that in 1776, or near that time, the 
commandant of St. Louis thought proper that a ferry should be established on Maramec, that a regular 
intercourse should be kept up between St. Louis and St. Genevieve; that John Baptiste Gamache, father 
of claimants, hearing of this, agreed to undertake the same; that the commandant, whom this deponent 
believes to be Cruzat, acceded to the proposals of Gamache, to wit: that he should keep a ferry, and hold 
land at the said place. Deponent cannot say anything as to quantity of said land. Said Gamache imme- 
diately went and settled on said laid, cleared land, built a house, and cultivated thereon, and continued 
to culfivate and inhabit until 1780, when he was ordered away by the commandant, on account of Indian 
disturbances; that said Gamache returned to the place claimed, one or two years after, as soon as tran- 
quility was restored, and continued thereon four or five years longer, until the death of his wife; that, 
about 1790, the sons of said Gamache, to wit, the claimants, inhabited and cultivated said land, time 
about during eight years. 

Charles Sanguinette and John Baptiste Prevencher, sworn, depose to the same as the foregoing 
witness. 

The board order that this land be surveyed agreeably to the possession, provided it does not exceed 
1,050 arpens; survey at expense of the United States, and to be returned in ten days. See minutes, No. 
5, page 423. 

January 6, 1812. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 


Auguste Gamache and John Baptiste Gamache, claiming 1,050 arpens of land. See book No. 5, 
page 423. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted, because the survey 
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which has been ordered by the board contains a much greater quantity of land than is actually claimed, 
and also because, from the notes contained in the report of survey, it does not appear that the lines of 
said survey run with boundaries of ten years’ standing before the year 1803. See book No. 5, page 555, 


Aprin 20, 1833. 


A. G. Harrison, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Nicholas and Lovis Gamache, heirs of Jean Baptiste Gamache, sr., deceased, claiming, under set- 
tlement right, 1,050 arpens of land at the mouth of the Maramec. See record book B, page 211; min- 
utes, No. 5, pages 423 and 555. 

‘John Baptiste Vien, duly sworn, says that he was saute: with John Baptiste Gamache, sr., the 
grandfather of Nicholas and Louis Gamache; that said John Baptiste Gamache nian a tract of land 
on the right bank of the Mississippi, at the mouth of the Mar amec; about fifty years ago; that his chil- 
dren inhabited and cultivated the same during the Spanish government, and that ies left it on account 
of the sickness of their families, and that his grandchildren, Nicholas and Louis, with their families, still 
reside on it, and have, for the last seven or eight years, resided on it; that he, the deponent, found them 
(the Gamaches) in possession and cultivation of the said tract of land, when he, the deponent, first came 
to the country, which was about the year 1783 or ’84. _ He further says that John Baptiste Gamache, sr., 
had five or six children; that Auguste Gamache and John Baptiste Gamache, jr., sons of John Baptiste 
Gamache, sr., lived on the land with their families. Auguste had a wife and four children, and John 
Baptiste, jr., a wife and six or seven children, 

John Baptiste Maurice Chatillon, duly sworn, says that he knew John Baptiste Gamache, sr., in 
1780; that he lived on the tract t above spoken of, at that time; that, in 1782, Gamache brought his wife 
to St, Louis, sick, where she died, and afterw ards Gamache returned to live on the land; that Gamache, 
sr., died about the year 1800, and after his death, his sons, Auguste and John Baptiste Gamache, jr., 
lived on and cultivated the same place, and that Nicholas and Louis ‘have been living there ever since with 
their families. See No. 6, page 157. 

OctoperR 7, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Jean Baptiste Gamache, senior, claiming, by his legal représentatives, 1,050 arpens of land. See 
book No. 6, page 157. 

The board are unanimously of opinion, this claim of 1,050 arpens of land ought to be granted to the 
legal representatives of the said Jean Baptiste Gamache, senior, according to the possession; reference 
being had to the second sections of the acts of 1805 and 1807. See book No. 7, page 12. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 146.—Jacop Opa, cLarminc 800 ARPENs. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
NoveMBER 27, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John McFerren, assignee of Andrew Kenney, assignee of Jacob Odam and ‘Je unes Bradshaw, 
claiming 800 arpens of land, situate on Odam’s creek, district of St. Ge ‘nevieve, produces notice to the 
recorder, 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, No. 5, 
page 467. 

May 9, 1833. 

A. G. Harrison, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Jacob Odam, by Andy Rinney and George Forquer, claiming 800 arpens of land, under settlement 
right, situated on the ereck commonly « alled. Odam’s creck, on ‘the Mississippi, opposite Wood island, 
including the big spring and rush bottom, formerly presented to the board in the name of John McFerren. 
See minutes, No, 5, page 467. 

Joseph Gerrard duly sworn says, that he has been in the country about fifty-eight years; that he was 
well acquainted with Jacob Odam; ‘that he went with said Odam in the year 1777 or 1778 to the commandant 
at St. Genevieve, by the name of Cartebonne, and that said Odam asked the commandant for a concession, 
but the commandant told Odam that he could not then give him a concession, but told him to go and 
settle and improve a place, and that this would be the best concession; that Odam did, after this, xe) 
immediately, and settle and improve a place, usually called Wood island, from being opposite or nearly 
opposite that island; that he saw said Odam working and improving said place, and that said Odam 
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raised a crop on said land; that, after being there a while, Mrs. Odam took sick and died, leaving one 
child, a daughter, by the name of Mindy; that some months after the death of Mrs. Odam, Odam took 
sick and died; that both were buried on the place; that their daughter Mindy grew up and married; that 
the place, after the death of Odain, has: never been cultivated ; that from where he settled to the Missis- 
sippi is about a half or three-quarters of a mile, which space formed a part of his claim, as witness thinks; 
that Odam settled about a quarter of a mile above the big spring, on the creck called Odam’s creek, See 
book No. 6, page 163. 


Ocrozer 7, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Jacob Odam, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No, 6, page 163. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the legal 
representatives of the said Jacob Odain. See book No. 7, page 12. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD, 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 147.—Josesn Gerrarp anp Patrick FiLemine, cLraimine 840 aRPENs. 


To Don Francis Vallé, captain and commandant, civil and military, of the post of St. Genevieve, of Illinois: 

Joseph Garret has the honor to represent to you that he had obtained, in the year 1790, a concession 
for a tract of land, situate on the Maramec, otherwise called the Grande riviere, below the river Platte, 
at the distance of about one and a half leagues from the said river; that having lost the copy of the said 
concession, he has the honor to pray you to be willing to search for the said concession in the archives of 
this post, and to give him a copy of the same. 

JOSEPH GERRARD. 
Sr. Genevieve, September 7, 1799. 


Sr. Genevieve, September 8, 1799. 
In consequence of the request of the petitioner, we annex here below, the copy of the original 
documents, deposited in the archives of this post. 


FRANCISCO VALLE. 


Sir: The petitioners have the honor to represent to you, that they would wish to clear and cultivate 
a tract of land, situated on the second fork of the Grand river of Maramec, containing one league square, 
one league and a half below the river Platte, and about twelve leagues from this village. This being 
considered, be pleased, sir, to grant them the concession of the said tract, in order that they and their 
heirs may enjoy the same, and you will do justice. * 
JOSEPH GERRARD. 
And one cross for Larran Maccagne’s mark. 
Sr. Genevieve, June 27, 1790. 


Be the present petition presented to Don Manuel Perez, lieutenant governor of this part, in order 
that he be pleased to give his orders on the subject. 
PEYROUX DE LA COUDRENIERE. 
Sr. Genevieve, 27th June, 1790. 


Captain Henry Peyroux, commandant of St. Genevieve, may grant to each of the petitioners five 
arpens of land in front by forty arpens in depth, in the place where they solicit, of the lands belonging 
to his Majesty’s domain, in order that they may be able to establish themselves as they desire, and they 
shall be bound and governed by the laws of Spain as subjects of his Catholic Majesty, whom God protect. 

MANUEL PEREZ. 

Sr. Louis or Initvots, 7th July, 1790. 


We, Don Henry Peyroux, captain of infantry, commandant, civil and military, of the post of St. 
Genevieve of Illinois, in consequence of the orders of the lieutenant governor of this part of Illinois, do 
grant, in fee simple, to Messrs. Laurent Maccagné, Joel Maccagné, brothers, and to Joseph Gerrard, 
sr., and Patrick Fleming, jr., of eighteen years of age, the quantity of seven arpens of land in front, 
to each of them, by thirty arpens in depth, in the place designated on the petition on the other side; 
which tracts of land shall be taken in a body, without being separated one from another, and they shall 
be liable to the repairs of the public roads; are to be established in one year from this day, and, on the 
contrary, to be re-united to the King’s domain. 

PEYROUX DE LA COUDRENIERE. 

Given in St. Genevieve, July Lith, 1790. 


A true copy, compared with the original remaining in the archives of this post. 
FRANCISCO VALLE. 
Sr. Genevieve, September 8, 1799. 
To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel, attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of this province: 


Joseph Gerrard, sr., and Patrick Fleming, his stepson, have the honor to represent to you that, by 
virtue of the original documents deposited in the archieves of St. Genevieve, of which a copy, certified 
by Mr. Francois Vallé, is here annexed, they had obtained jointly with Messrs. Laurent Maccagné, who 
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died on the American side, in 1800, and Joel Maccagné, his brother, by the orders of the lieutenant goy- 
ernor, Don Manuel Perez, a concession for a tract of land of seven arpens in front, to each of them, by 
thirty arpens in depth, or twenty-eight arpens in front, by the said depth of thirty arpens, making in all, 
a superficie of 840 arpens, situated in the place designated in said title, This same land was established 
in the term of one year and a day, conformably to the time fixed by the law, and has been cultivated 
during more than three years, when the incursions of the Indians were the only cause which determined 
the petitioners—many others having been obliged to do the same—to abandon the said land until more quiet 
times. The petitioners do attest to you, each serving the other mutually as witness, that Laurent Mac- 
cagné, who died on the American side, as it is mentioned here above, did voluntarily and gratuitously, 
some time before his death, abandon his rights on the fourth part of said concession, and that as Joel 
Maceagné, his brother, is gone since several years, without any one being able to know where he resides, 
the petitioners presume to hope of your justice that, on account of the possibility which exists now of 
establishing insulated plantations with security, you will be pleased to order the surveyor of this Upper 
Louisiana tu measure and deliver to them his certificate of survey of the said land, in order to enable 
them to prove the legality of their property, and that they may, with their primitive title in support, 
solicit the ratification of the intendant general of these provinces. 





JOSEPH GERRARD. 
PATRICK FLEMING, 
Sr. Genevieve, 10éh September, 1799. 


We do inform the lieutenant governor that the property of the land claimed by Messrs. Joseph Ger- 
rard and Patrick Fleming is proven by the copy, here annexed, of the original documents deposited in 
the archives of this post; that the land has been established in the term prescribed by the law, and 
inhabited during more than three years; that the incursions of the Indians have been the only cause 
which obliged the preprietors to abandon it, in order to wait for more peaceful times; that the petitioners 
have always inhabited this post, and that their character is too well known to us not to give faith to what 
they say of the abandonment made to them by Lauret Maccagneé, before his death, of his part in the said 
land. It is also very well known to us that the above-named Joel Maccagné, brother of the deceased, 
left this country soon after the establishment of the said land, which facts, in my opinion, give to the 
petitioners the right to pretend to the whole of the said land. 

FRANCISCO VALLE. 

Sr. Genevieve, 10th September, 1799. 


Sr. Lovis or Inirnors, September 25, 1799. 

By virtue of the copies of the original documents remaining in the archives of St. Genevieve, said 
copies certified by the commandant, Don Francisco Vallé, and in consequence of the preceding memorial 
of Messrs. Joseph Gerrard and Patrick Fleming, and of the information given by the above-named com- 
mandant, the surveyor of the Upper Louisiana, Don Antoine Soulard, shall put them in possession of the 
land of which they claim the property, conforming himself to the tenor of the title of concession which 
has been delivered to them in St. Genevieve, under date of Lith July, 1790, by eaptain Don Henrique Pey- 
roux, then commandant of that place, as attested by the order given to that effect, under date of 7th of 
the same month and year, by Don Manuel Perez, who was then lieutenant governor of these settlements; 
and after executing all the operations of survey, the documents shall be forwarded to the intendancy 
general of these provinces, in order to obtain the title of concession in duc form. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that on the 28th of September, last year, (by virtue of the foregoing decree of Don 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, lientenant governor of these settlements,) I went on the land of Joseph Ger- 
rard and Patrick Fleming, in order to survey the same, according to his demand, and other documents; 
said land containing eight hundred and forty arpens in superficie. This measurement was made in pres- 
ence of the proprietors, with the perch of Paris, of eighteen feet in length, conformably to the custom 
adopted in this province of Louisiana. The said tract of land is situated at about twenty-six miles and 
a half west-northwest of the post of St. Genevieve, bounded on its four sides by vacant lands of the 
royal domain. And in order to make it known to all whom it may concern, I do give the present, with 
the foregoing figurative plat, on which are designated the dimensions and the natural and artificial 
boundaries of said land. 

ANTONIO SOULARD, Surveyor General. 

Sr. Lovis or Iniinois, January 10, 1800. 


Truly translated. JULIUS DE MUN, 
May 27, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records: 

December 24, 1811. 
3oard met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
tufus Easton and James Bruff, assignees of Joseph Gerrard and Patrick Fleming, claiming eight 

hundred and forty arpens of land situate on the second fork of the Grand river, district of St. Genevieve, 
comprehending and including the Mine-a-Joe, produce a certified copy of an order from Manuel Perez, 
lieutenant governor, to Peyroux de la Coudreniere, commandant, to grant said tract, dated 7th July, 1790; 
a certified copy of a concession from Peyroux de la Coudreniere, commandant, to Joseph Gerrard, pere, 
Patrick Fleming, fils, Jocl Macagné, and Laurent Macagné, to seven arpens by thirty to cach of them, 
dated 17th July, 1790; an order of survey from Carlos Dehault Delassus, lientenant governor, to Joseph 
Gerrard and Patrick Fleming, for eight hundred and forty arpens, stating the aforesaid concession from 
Peyroux, commandant, in consequence of the same not having been surveyed, dated September 25, 1799; 
a transfer from Patrick Fleming to claimants, dated 14th September, 1805; a transfer from Joseph Ger- 
rard to Rufus Easton, dated 12th December, 1804; a plat of survey of eight hundred and forty arpens, 
dated September 28, 1799, certified January 10, 1800; an acknowledgment, signed by Rufus Easton a id 
James Bruff, and dated November 15, 1805, by which it appears that said claimants are equally concerned 
in said tract. 

The testimony of James Kieth and Ezekiel Eastridge, stated, in the report of the agent, to have been 
taken on the 2d December, 1807, and copied by the said agent from the rough minutes, which must be 
understood from the rough minutes of the board, is not deemed legal evidence, inasmuch as the same was 
ordered by the board not to be transcribed, and was not transcribed, for the following reasons: that the 
board had established a rule not to receive evidence partially, but to receive all the testimony at one 
time, unless, from the peculiar situation of the parties, the testimony offered could not be produced again; 
in that case, the same was attested on the rough minutes, by the signature of a majority of the commis- 
sioners. The object of the rule was, generally, not to let the testimony open to be improved and emarged 
by the parties, the board conceiving that this opportunity might have been greatly abused. It is the 
opinion of a majority of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. Frederick Bates, commis- 
sioner, forbears giving an opinion. See minutes No.5, page 537, 


May 20, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Joseph Gerrard and Patrick Fleming, by their legal representatives, Rufus Easton, and the heirs of 
James Bruff, claiming eight hundred and forty arpens of land situate in the district of St. Genevieve, on 
the waters of a fork of Maramec, called Big river, (see record book E, pages 331 and 332; minutes 
No. 5, page 537,) produce a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, 
dated September, 25, 1799; also a plat of survey by Antoine Soulard, dated January 10, 1800; also a 
paper purporting to be a copy of a concession referred to in the original concession here produced, and 
certified by Frangois Vallé, late commandant of St. Genevieve. 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
Carlos D. Delassus; that the signature to the plat of survey is in the proper handwriting of A. Soulard; 
and that the signature to the certified copy of a concession is in the proper handwriting of Frangois 
Vallé. See minutes, book No. 6, page 167. 


JUNE 28, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

In the case of Joseph Gerrard and Patrick Fleming, claiming eight hundred and forty arpens of land, 
(sce page 167, book No. 6,) the fullowing testimony was taken in St. Genevieve, before L. F. Linn, 
commissioner: 

Personally appeared before L. F. Linn, (one of the commissioners appointed for the final adjustment 
of private land claims in Missouri, ) Baptiste Vallé, aged about seventy-two years, who deposes and says 
that he was well acquainted with Patrick Fleming and Joseph Gerrard, sr., and knows that they were 
inhabitants long before the change of government to the United States. Deponent further states that he 
always heard that said Fleming and Gerrard had a concession for land under the Spanish government, 
and they located the same on Flat river, a branch of Big river, in the former district uf St. Genevieve, but 
does not recollect the precise place of their survey or location. 

J. BTE. VALLE. 

Sworn to and subseribed, May 27, 1853. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See page 205, book No. 6. 


Ocroser 9, 1834. 

The board met, pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. TH. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Joseph Gerrard and Patrick Fleming, claiming one thousand six hundred arpens of land. See book 
No. 6, page 167. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Joseph Ger- 
rard and Patrick Fleming, or to their legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 
T, page 30. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 148.—DanieL Grirritu, cLarminc 600 ARPENS. 


Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, Lieut. governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Sr: Daniel Griffith has the honor to represent to you that he would wish to establish himself in the 
upper part of this province, where he has been residing for some time; therefore, the petitioner applies to 
your goodness, praying that you may be pleased to grant him a tract of land of 600 arpens in superficie, 
to be taken on the vacant lands of the King’s domain, in the place which will appear most convenient to 
the interest of your petitioner, who presumes to expect this favor of your justice, having his father, since 
a long time, settled in this country. 


his 
: DANIEL & GRIFFITH. 
mark. 


Sr. Lovis, April 17, 1801. 


Sr. Lovis or Inurors, Apri 18, 1801. 

Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the lands which 
he solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the land he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of any 
one; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity 
of land he asks for, in a vacant place of the royal domain; which being executed, he shall make out a 
plat of his survey, delivering the same to said party, with his certificate, to serve to him to obtain the 
title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and 
granting all classes of lands, &., &c. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louris, August 13, 1833. 


January 27, 18S—. 
Surveyed for Daniel Griffith six hundred acres of land in the Upper Louisiana, on the west 
(J. Hf. B.) side of the Missouri river, about twenty miles northwestward from St. Louis, adjoining thé 
lands of Hezekiah Crosby and Isaac Fallis, and bounded as follows, viz: Beginning at a hack- 
berry, corner to Crosby’s survey, and thence with his line, north, twenty acres, to an elm; thence west, 
four acres, to an ash, corner to Isaac Fallis’ survey; thence with his line north, twenty acres, to an elm; 
thence leaving said Fallis’ line east, twenty acres, to a stake near a cottonwood; thence south four 
degrees, west twenty and a quarter, to a cottonwood; south, twenty acres, to two willows; thence west, 
thirteen acres, to the beginning. 
JOHN FERRY. 
Truly copied from the original. 
JULIUS DE MUN, Clerk B.C. 
Sr. Louis, October 9, 183 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


OcrosErR 29, 1808. 


Board met. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates. 

Daniel Griffith, claiming 600 arpens of land situate in the district of St. Charles, produces to the 
board a notice to the recorder, dated 13th April, 1808; also a concession for the same from Don Carlos 
Dehault Delassus to claimant, dated 18th April, 1801. Laid over fur decision. See book No. 3, page 308. 


June 20, 1810. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates. 
Daniel Griffith, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 3, page 308. It is the opinion of the 
board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 4, page 397. ° 


Aprin 20, 1833. 


A. G. Harrison, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Daniel Griffith, claiming 600 arpens of land, (see book D, pages 111 and 112; minutes, No. 3, page 
308; No.-4, page 397,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos Dehault 
Delassus, dated April 18, 1801; also a plat and certificate of survey, signed by John Ferry, date some- 
what defaced, and the affidavit of said Ferry before Thomas F. Reddick, justice of the peace. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature of Carlos Dehault Delassus is in the proper hand- 
writing of the same; that the signatures to the survey and affidavit are in the proper handwriting of the 
said John Ferry; and that the signature to the certificate is in the proper handwriting of Thomas F. Red- 
dick. See book No. 6, page 158. 
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Ocroper 7, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
In the case of Daniel Griffith, claiming 600 arpens of land, see book No. 6, page 158, the following 
affidavit is transcribed by order of the board: 


Territory oF Mrssourt, County and Township of St. Louis: 

This will attest and make known to whom it may concern, that the annexed plat and certificate, made 
for Daniel Griffith, for 600 arpens of land, marked in the margin thus, (J. H. B.,) was made by me at 
the time it bears date; that I was then a deputy surveyor under major Antoine Soulard, surveyor general 
for the Territory of Missouri, and that I returned the said plat and certificate to him, which he rejected 
and refused to receive on the ground that it interfered with the village common of the village of Portage 
des Sioux; after which I delivered it to Mr. Griffith, and do now recognize it to be the same I made, as 
above stated. ‘ 


JOHN FERRY. 


Sworn to and subscribed, before me, a justice of the peace for the county and township aforesaid, this 
12th day of October, 1817. 
THOMAS F. REDDICK, J. P. 
See book No. 7, page 11. 


Octoser 9, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Daniel Griffith, claiming 600 arpens of land. See No. 6, page 158. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Daniel Grif- 
fith, or to his legal representatives, to be located on any unappropriated land of the United States, accord- 
ing to the usages of the Spanish government. See book No. 7. page 80. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 149.—Vicror Lacorerir, cLarmine 800 arreNs. 


Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Sir: Victor Lagoterie has the honor to represent to you that he would wish to make an establishment 
in the upper part of this colony, where he has been residing for a very long time; therefore, sir, the peti- 
tioner prays you to grant to him a tract of land of 800 arpens in superficie, to be taken on the vacant 
lands of the King’s domain, at the place called the little prairie of the Bay de Charles, situated on the 
Mississippi; favor which the petitioner presumes to expect of your justice, or, if it cannot be, (in the 
place mentioned, ) then on Salt river. 

VR. LAGOTERIE. 

Sr. Louts, February 24, 1800. 


Sr. Louis or Itiivots, February 28, 1800. 


Whereas, it is notorious that the petitioner possesses more than the means and number of hands 
necessary to obtain the concession which he solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the land he solicits, 
provided it is not prejudicial to any ether person; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the 
party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks, in a vacant place of the royal domain; 
which being executed, he shall make out a plat of his survey, delivering the same to the party, with his 
certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession and title in form from the intendant general, 
to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal 
domain, 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 

I do certify that a tract of land of 690 arpens in superficie was measured, the lines run and bounded 
in favor and in presence of Victor Lagoterie, (said tract being part of a concession of 800 arpens granted 
in my (his) favor, as appears by the decree below my (his) memorial.) Said land was measured with the 
perch of the city of Paris, of 18 French feet, lineal measure of the same city, conformably to the agrarian 
measure of this province, and is situated about 30 miles west of the Mississippi, and at 130 miles north- 
west of St. Louis. It is bounded east by Salt river, northwest, northeast, southeast, and southwest by 
vacant lands belonging to the royal domain, This survey and measurement was done without regard to 
the variation of the needle, which is 7 deg. 30 min. east, as appears by the foregoing figurative plat, 
on which are noted the dimensions, the courses of the lines, other boundaries, &c. The said survey was 
executed by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub-delegate of the royal treasury, Don 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, under date of February 28, 1800, here annexed; and in order that all what is 
here above mentioned may be available, I do give the present, with the foregoing figurative plat, drawn 
conformably to the survey executed by the deputy surveyor, Mr. James Rankin, under date of 29th 
December, 1803, who signed on the minutes, to which I certify. 

ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 


St Lovts oF Itiiors, January 20, 1804. 
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Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of 110 arpens in superficie was measured, the lines run and bounded in favor 
and in presence of Victor Lagoterie, (it being part of 800 arpens granted in my (his) favor.) Said 
tract was measured with the perch of the city of Paris, of 18 French feet, lineal measure of the same 
city, according to the agrarian measure of this province, and is situated at about 130 miles north of St. 
Louis, bounded north and northwest by vacant lands of the royal domain, northeast and east by the river 
Mississippi, south by lands of Charles Fremen Delauriere, and southwest by lands of the royal domain, 
Said survey and measurement was done without regard to the variation of the needle, which is seven 
degrees thirty minutes east, as appears by the preceding figurative plat, on which are noted the dimen- 
sions, courses of the lines, other boundaries, &c. Said survey was taken by virtue of the decree of the 
lieutenant governor and sub-delegate of the royal treasury, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, under date of 
28th of February, 1800, here annexed; and in order that all what is here above mentioned may be avail- 
able, I do give the present, with the foregoing figurative plat, drawn conformably to the survey executed 
by the deputy surveyor, Mr. James Rankin, under date of 29th December, 18038, who signed the minutes, 
to which I certify. 

ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 

Sr. Lovis or Iniinors, January, 20, 1804. 

Truly translated. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 
99 


Sr. Louis, lay, 25, 1833. 
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149 | Victor Lagoteric.; 800 | Concession, 28th} Carlos Dehault | © James Rankin, Decem’r 29, 1803; 
| | | February, 1800. Delassus. _ certified by Soulard, January 20, 
| | | | 1804; 690 arpens on Salt river, and 
| | | 110 on the Mississippi. 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Sr. Louis, August 20, 1813. 

Victor Lagoterie (legal representative) claiming 800 arpens of land, county of St. Charles, near 
Fort Mason, on the western shore of Salt river. Francis Reed, duly sworn, says that he saw claimant on 
the premises, well established, before the cession to the United States of this territory. He then had a 
house, corn-field, &c., and was working at the Saline; he saw claimant still in possession of the premises 
about the year 1808. The salt spring worked by claimant is 12 or 15 miles from this tract. 

Joseph Brazeau, duly sworn, says that claimant was in possession of this tract 12 or 13 years ago, 
at which time witness saw his people making hay, and cultivating a field of corn of four or five arpens. 
The Saline worked by claimant is distant from the premises 12 or 15 miles. 

Denis Julien, duly sworn, says that claimant settled on this tract when Charles D, Delassus was 
lieutenant governor of the province, in 1800, or 1801; believes it was the former year; believes he 
remained on the place constantly until about two or three years ago; knows that claimant constantly 
cultivated the land, and made salt. See recorder’s (Bates’) Minutes, page 51. 


Monpay, May 20, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Victor Lagoterie, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, to wit, 690 arpens on 
Salt river, and 110 arpens on the Mississippi, (see record book F, pages 107 and 108; recorder’s 
minutes, page 51,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos Dehault Delas- 
sus, dated 28th February, 1800; also two plats of surveys, one for 690 arpens, and the other for 110 
arpens, both taken on the 29th December, 1803, and certified by Soulard, on the 20th January, 1804. 

M. P. De Luc, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
C. D. Delassus, and the signatures to the two plats of surveys are in the proper handwriting of Antonio 
Soulard. Sce minutes, No. 6, page 167, 

Octoner 8, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. If. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Victor Lagoterie, claiming 800 arpens of land, see book No. 6, page 167, the following 
testimony was taken by A. G. Harrison, late commissioner, under a resolution of the board passed the 
13th May, 1833: ; 

Etienne Quenelle, duly sworn, says that he knew said Lagoterie very well; that he lived on a tract 
of land on the banks of the Mississippi, above the mouth of Salt river, where he made salt; that, at the 
time, he, witness, knew him living there; was under the Spanish government; that said Lagoterie had a 
house and garden on said land; also a small field near the prairie, as witness was informed. 

Pierre Palardi, being duly sworn, says that having read the testimony of Etienne Quenclle, as above, 
and that being well acquainted, personally, with all the facts, makes the above testimony his own, in 
relation to all that is above testified to. 

Peter Teague, being duly sworn, says that he was acquainted with a place called Lagoterie’s lick, 
on the banks of the Mississippi river, above the mouth of Salt river, at the lower end of a little prairie; 
which said lick was not far from Fort Mason. Witness always understood that Victor Lagoterie’s claim 
included said lick, and that Lagoterie had made salt there. See book No. 7, page 21. 
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Ocroper 29, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Victor Lagoteric, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 167. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Victor Lago- 
terie, or to his legal representatives, according to the surveys. 


No. 150.—Amniot, cLaimine 600 aRPENs. 
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150 | Amiot......... ; 600 | Settlement right | .............. | Creve Coeur, district of St. Louis. 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Marcu 25, 1809. 

Board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Manuel Lisa, assignee of Benito Vasquez, assignee of one Amoit, claiming 600 arpens of land situ- 
ate at Creve Coeur, district of St. Louis, produces to the board a deed of conveyance from Benito 
Vasquez to claimant, dated 5th February, 1806, for such quantity as was formérly possessed by said 
Amiot. 

Louis Bouri, sworn, says that about twenty years ago he was present as a crier, and made public 
sale of the effects and property of Amoit, deceased; that Benito Vasquez was the purchaser of a tract of 
land situate at Creve Coeur village, containing, witness believes, two arpens front by forty in depth; 
that said Amiot inhabited and cultivated said land six or seven years, and died on the same. Laid over 
for decision. See minutes, book No. 3, page 517. 


Juty 17, 1810. 
Board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Manuel Lisa, assignee of Benito Vasquez, assignee of one Amiot, claiming 600 arpens of land. See 
book No. 8, page 517. The board order that this claim be surveyed conformably to the possession of 
said Amiot. See book No. 4, page 440. 


January 15, 1812. 

Joard met. Present: John B. C. Lueas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Manuel Lisa, claiming under Amiot. See book No. 4, page 440. A majority of the board declare 
that they would have granted this claim, under the provisions of the second section of the act of the 8d 
March, 1807, had it been found not to have exceeded 600 arpens. John B. C. Lucas, commissioner, 
makes the same remarks as in the claim of V. Bouis (page 561), to wit: John B. C. Lucas, commis- 
sioner, declares that he cannot give an absolute vote, under the present circumstances, upon this claim, 
inasmuch as the board has heretofore ordered a survey to be made for the purpose of ascertaining the 
quantity, and inasmuch as the same reasons which induced the board to make said order previous to 
the decision of the claim still exists, and the said order remains in force, not having been rescinded. 
He further remarks that the claim ought to be granted, without being able to say, at present, what 
quantity. See minutes, book No. 5, page 561. 


May 18, 1833. 
KF. R. Convey, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Amiot, by his legal representatives, the heirs of Robert Buchanan, claiming, under settlement right, 
600 arpens of land situated at Creve Cour. See record book D, page 232; minutes, book No. 3, page 
517; No. 4, page 440; No. 5, page 561, and No. 6, page 167. 


Octoner 9, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commiss oncrs 
Ambit, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 167. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim of 600 arpens ought to be granted to the said 
Amiot, or to his legal representatives, according to possession. See book No. 7, page 31. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 151.—Maruvrin Bovvet, CLAIMING SIX ARPENS SQUARE. 
Don Manuel Perez, &c. 


Cognizance being taken of the statement made in the memorial presented by Mathurin Bouvet, an 
inhabitant residing in the town of St. Charles of Missouri, jurisdiction of St. Louis, dated 7th instant, I 
have granted, and do grant, to him, in fee simple, for him, his heirs, or others who may represent his 
right, the six arpens square of land which he solicits, considering that he has already established it: in 
part, having built his house on said lot, and being a resident of the said town of St. Charles. Said piece 
of land is situated on the outskirts of said town, bounded on the north by the lot of Bivi Renau, and on 
the other sides by the royal domain, fronting the river Missouri; and it shall be liable to the public 
charges, and others which it may please his Majesty to impose. 
MANUEL PEREZ. 
Given in Str. Lovis or Iniivors, May 9, 1792. 


Truly translated from livre terrien, book No. 4, page 27. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, August 13, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 22, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Mathurin Bouvet, by his legal representatives, claiming six arpens square of land. See livre ter- 
rien, No. 4, page 27; record book F, page 197. 

Gregoire Kiercereau, duly sworn, says he knows that Mathurin Bouvet owned and established a 
piece of land at the upper part of the town of St. Charles; that said Bouvet employed the deponent’s father 
and the deponent himself to cut and haul the timber for building a house and a large horse-mill; that, 
as well as he can recollect, it is more than forty years ago that said buildings were erected, as also 
several other small buildings; that said Bouvet remained on said place, he cannot say exactly how long, 
but thinks twenty or twenty-two years; that said land is situated on the western side of the continua- 
tion of Main street, and is bounded south by the deponent’s land, north by lands formerly belonging to 
the deponent’s father, west by lands claimed as commons, and east by said Main street. He further 
says that he can show the places where the buildings stood. See minutes, No. 6, page 168. 


October 9, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Mathurin Bouvet, claiming six arpens of land. See book No, 6, page 169. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Mathurin 
Bouvet, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No. 7, page 31. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
KF. R. CONWAY. 





No. 152.—Joun Vauiet, criamine 400 aRPENs. 
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152 | John Vallet.... | 400 | Settlement right /................| John Harry, deputy surveyor; 
| | | | February 26, 1806. Received for 
| | | | record by Antonia Soulard, Feb- 
| | ruary 28, 1806, district of St. 
| | Charles. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Aveust 29, 1806. 
The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B.C. Lucas and Clement B. 
Penrose, Esqrs. 
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John Cook, assignee of John Vallet, claiming as aforesaid, (under the second section of the act, ) 
four hundred arpens of land situate in the district aforesaid, (St. Charles,) produces a survey of the 
same, taken the 20th, and certified the 28th February, 1806, and a deed of transfer of the same, dated 
the 12th May, 1803. 

Noel Hebert, being duly sworn, says that he saw the said John Vallet on the said tract of land in the 
year 1802; that he was then ploughing. 

The board reject this claim. See minutes, No. 1, page 510. 


Aveust 8, 1807. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Pen- 
rose, and Frederick Bates, Esqrs, 

John Cook, assignee of John Vallé, produces a certified copy of a deed, dated May 12, 1803, from 
John Vallé to claimant; also a plat and certificate of survey, dated February 20, 1806, and certified to 
be received for record February 28, 1806. 

Joseph Sorain, being duly sworn, says that eight years ago, he, said Vallé, moved on said land, and 
continued there about one week; after which he left it, and went to reside at St. Charles; that, in the 
fall of the same year, he, the said Vallé, went back to the same place, gathered his corn, and took it to 
St. Charles. Laid over for decision. See minutes, book No, 3, page 69. 


JUNE 29, 1808. 

Board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose. 

John Cook, assignee of Jolin Vallet, claiming four hundred arpens of land in the district of St. 
Charles. 

John Vallet, sworn, says that he has no interest in this claim; that he, witness, is the father of seven 
children, and improved said land in the beginning of the year 1800, and worked thereon until May. 1803, 
when he sold the same to claimant, and resided on the same during the time of raising his crops, with 
his wife and children; that after having been one year on the land, he applied to Don Carlos Delassus, 
lieutenant governor, for permission to settle; said lieutenant governor told him (deponent) to take his 
plough and go on with his work, and nobody should disturb him. 

Antoine Marechal, sworn, says that he was on the place claimed in the spring of 1803; then saw 
cornstalks in a field which appeared to have been cultivated the year before, and also at same time saw 
about three-fourths of an acre ploughed round the houses for a garden; that he, deponent, inhabited 
and cultivated the land claimed the last year, 1807. Laid over for decision. See book No. 3, page 215. 


December 5, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 

John Cook, assignee of John Vallet, claiming four hundred arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 
510; book No. 3, pages 69 and 215. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be 
granted. See book No. 4, page 224. 


May 22, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Vallet, by his legal representatives, claiming four hundred arpens of land. See record book 
B, page 214; minutes, No. 1, page 510; No. 3, pages 69 aud 219, and No. 4, page 224. 


May 23, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of John Vallet, claiming four hundred arpens of land. See page 169 of this book, No. 6. 

Albert Tison, duly sworn, says that in 1803, about the middle of December, he staid one night at 
Mr. Cook’s, who had purchased Vallet’s improvement, and said Cook had then a large field and cabin; 
that the place appeared to have been settled several years before the deponent saw it; that said Cook 
had his family residing along with him, and lived on said place until his death, which happened five or 
six years afterwards. See No. 6, page 171. 


Ocroser 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

In the case of John Vallet, claiming four hundred arpens of land, see No. 6, page 169, the following 
testimony was taken by A, G, Harrison, late commissioner, under a resolution passed by the board on 
May 13, 1833. 

Jean Prieux, being duly sworn, says that about thirty-four years ago, the said John Vallet, alias 
Bourbonné, made an improvement near the Cave spring, in St. Charles county; that his claim included 
said spring; that he had a house on it, and some ploughed ground; that he had a wife and five children 
at the time mentioned, 

Pierre Quebee, alias Violet, being duly sworn, says that, about thirty-three or thirty-four years ago, 
John Vallet settled and improved a place, including the Cave spring, in St. Charles county; that he hada 
house and field on the said place at the time mentioned. 


The following testimony was taken by J. 8. Mayfield, commissioner: 


Charles Denné produced and sworn, states on his oath, that, in the year 1801, John Vallet was in 
possession of the above-named tract of land; that said Vallet was a man of family; that he erected and 
built on said tract of land a house, and had in cultivation about six acres of ground; the same was not 
enclosed, as, at the time, the St. Charles commons were enclosed, and cattle could not get to it; and, 
further, that the same tract always went by the name of the Cave Spring tract, there being upon the same 
a large cave spring. Deponent further states that about two years afterwards the said Vallet sold the 
same tract and improvement to John Cook, whose son-in-law lived on the same about one year, under 
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Cook, and whose name was Antoine Marechal; and deponent further states that the said Vallet lived in 

the house on said place, when there at work; and that Cook, above named, continued to reside in this 

country where he died; and that the tract mentioned above was surveyed after Cook became the purchaser, 

by John Harvey, and deponent assisted in making said survey. 
Sworn to this 3d day of July, 1834, at St. Charles. 

J. 5S. MAYFIELD, Commissioner. 


Joseph Voisard, sworn, on his oath, states, by his interpreter, Charles Denny, who was sworn a 
true interpretation to give, that, about thirty-five or thirty-six years ago, Vallet made a small improve- 
ment on the above tract of land; that he built a house on the saine, and enclosed a garden spot near the 
Cave spring; that Vallet lived there while at work. Deponent further states, he was not at the sale, but 
understood Vallet sold the same tract of land to Jolin Cook, who put his son-in-law, Marechal, mentioned 
above, to live on it, which he thinks was after the change of government. 

Gabriel Latreille produced and sworn, states that, in the year 1802, he knows of Mr. Vallet culti- 
vating the land alluded to above; that he had in cultivation two or three arpens of land, and built a 
house upon the same; and deponent further states that he, Vallet, cultivated the same for about two 
years, and sold to John Cook, who occupied and possessed the same until sold under execution by the 
sheriff; and deponent further states that the tract, as he understood, amounted to 400 or 450 arpens, and 


Hi embraced what was then called Vallet’s spring. 





Sworn to this 4th day of July, 1834. 
JAMES. S. MAYFIELD, Commissioner. 


See book No. 7, page 14. 
Ocroper 9, 1834. 


it The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
John Vallet, claiming four hundred arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 169. 

) The board are unanimously of opinion that four hundred arpens of land ought to be granted to the 
said John Vallet, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 31. 





JAMES S. MAYFIELD, 
JAMES H. RELIE, 
FP. Rh. CONWAY. 





No. 153.—Camitie Devassus, cramine 2,500 arrens. 


To Mr. Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the armies of his Catholic Majesty, and lieutenant 
governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Camille Delassus, son of Peter Charles Dehault Delassus de Luziere, civil and military commandant 

i of the post of New Bourbon of Illinois, and residing therein, humbly supplicates, and has the honor to 
represent, that since 1792, when his said father came to settle in Ilinvis, your petitioner has constantly 
thought of settling himself near him; and having manifested his intentions on this subject to his lordship 
the baron de Carondelet, he was assured by this governor general of the province that he should have a 
concession granted to him in any part of Illinois he might select, as appears by the copy (here annexed) 
of the official letter, directed to his said father on the 8th of May, 1793, by the said governor general, 
who, at the same time, gave orders to Don Zenon Trudeau, your predecessor, to grant to the petitioner 
the said concession, which he has delayed until now to locate and petition for, only on account of his 
youth, and his desire to get thoroughly acquainted, by remaining with his father, with the labors of agri- 
culture and the searching and working of lead mines. Now that he finds himself old enough and able 
to manage well a farm and to werk lead mines, with his hired hands, his slaves, and the cattle he owns, 
he supplicates you to grant to him a concession of 2,500 arpens of land in superficie, situated towards 
Grand river and river Platte, bounded on all sides by his Majesty’s domain; the petitioner preferring 
that place to any other, as he will be able, from there, to oversee the works going on at his father’s mine, 
situated on a branch or fork of the river St. Francis, called Gaboury; so that, with the lead he will dis- 
cover and manufacture on the concessions he solicits he may make up for the considerable and unprofitable 
expenses his father has been at on his said mine. 

The petitioner flatters himself so much the more of obtaining this favor, as, in his capacity of sub- 
licutenant of militia, and being acquainted with the English language, he has very frequently been 
employed in the post commanded by his father, and has shown his zeal and disinterestedness in the royal 
and public service. Therefore, the petitioner has recourse to you, sir, praying that you may be pleased, 
conformably to the above-mentioned orders, and to the evident intentions of the government, to grant to 
him the aforesaid concession of 2,500 arpens, and, consequently, give orders to Don Antonio Soulard, 
surveyor of Upper Louisiana, to survey the said concession, and to make a plat and certificate of said 
survey. In so doing, the petitioner will ever pray for the preservation of your days. 

CAMILLE DELASSUS. 


New Bovrzon, October 3, 1799. 


Sr. Lovis or Inuinots, October 12, 1799. 


In consequence of the foregoing memorial, and of the document annexed to it, and also in considera 

tion of the two official letters of the baron de Carondelet, late governor of these provinces, dated Tth and 

| 8th of May, in the year 1793, which are of record in this archive, the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, 

| shall survey the 2,500 arpens of land in superficie, which the party interested solicits, conformably to the 

orders of the said governor; and, afterwards, the said party, in order to obtain his title of concession in 

form, shall have to apply to the intendant general of these provinces, to whom alone belongs, by royal 
order, the right of granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
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Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that on the first day of the month of November, of last year, (in consequence of the 
foregoing decree of Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of these settlements, ) 1 went on 
the land of Don Camille Delassus, in order to survey the same, according to his demand and other docu- 
ments, the said land containing 2,400 arpens and 34 perches in superficie, which measurement was made 
in presence of the proprietor and adjoining neighbors, with the perch of Paris, of 18 feet in length, 
according to the custom adopted in this province of Louisana, without regard to the variation of the 
needle, which is seven degrees 30 minutes east, as appears by the foregoing figurative plat. The said 
land is situated at about 26 miles southwest of the post of St. Genevieve, and bounded on its four sides 
as follows: north by lands of Thomas Alleys and of William Montgomery; south and east by vacant 
lands of the royal domain; and west, in part by the said royal domain, and by lands of Joseph Gerrard 
and Patrick Fleming. And, in order that it may be available where needed, I do give the present certi- 
ficate, together with the foregoing figurative plat, on which are indicated the dimensions and the natural 


and artificial limits of said land. ANTONIO SOULARD. 
Sr. Louis or Inuinots, January 10, 1800. 
Truly translated from the originals, JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B.C. 


Sr. Louis, September 16, 1834. 
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153 Camille Delassus. | 2,400 | Concession, 12th} Carlos Dehault Antonio Soulard, Ist November, 
and | October, 1799. Delassus. 1799; certified L0th January, 1800; 
| 34 | | 26 miles southwest of St. Genevieve. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
December 24, 1811. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement C. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners 

Camille Delassus, claiming 2,400 arpens, 343 perches of land situate on the waters of Big river, dis- 
trict of St. Genevieve, produces record of a concession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, 
dated 12th October, 1799; a plat of survey, dated Ist November, 1799, certified 10th January, 1800. 

The board make the same remarks as in the claim of Amable Partenais, page 533, as respects the 
rough minutes, to wit: The testimony of Baptiste Vallé and Jean Lemoine, stated in the report of the 
agent to have been taken on the 12th August, 1806, and copied by the said agent, together with the 
opinion of the board, from the rough minutes, which must be understood from the rough minutes of the 
board, is not deemed by the present board to be proper and legal evidence, inasmuch as the said testi- 
mony and opinion never were entered on the fair minutes of the board, which are the sole minutes known 
in law and acknowledged by the commissioners. The board remark that no kind of testimony suggests 
or makes it appear that the land claimed includes a lead mine, and the board would have confirmed the 
same had it not been included in the agent’s report. See Partenais’ claim, No. 5, page 533, and the 
same remarks as in the claim of Easton and Bruff, page 537, to wit: The testimony of James Kieth and 
Ezekiel Eastridge, stated in the report of the agent to have been taken on the 2d December, 1807, and 
copied by the said agent from the rough minutes, which must be understood from the rough minutes of 
the board, is not deemed legal evidence, inasmuch as the same was ordered by the board not to be trans- 
cribed, and was not transcribed, for the following reasons: that the board had established a rule not to 
receive evidence partially, but to receive all the testimony at one time, unless, from the peculiar situation 
of the parties, the testimony offered could not be offered again; in that case, the same was attested on 
the rough minutes by the signature of a majority of the commissioners. The object of the rule was, 
generally, not to let the testimony open to be improved and enlarged by the parties, the board conceiving 
that this opportunity might have been greatly abused, (see Easton and Bruff’s claim, No. 5, page 537, ) 
as respects the testimony taken on the Ist and 2d of December, 1807. It is the opinion of a majority of 
the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed, Frederick Bates, commissioner, forbears giving an 
opinion, See minutes, No. 5, page 539. 


June 12, 1833. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. A 
Camille Delassus, by his legal representative, John 'T. Smith, claiming 2,400 arpens and 34 perches 
of land, (see record, book C, pages 447 and 448; minutes, No. 5, page 539,) produces a paper purporting 
to be an original concession from Carlos D. Delassus, dated 12th October, 1799; also a plat of survey 
taken Ist November, 1799, and certified 10th January, 1800, by Antonia Soulard. See minutes No. 6, 
page 175. 


NovemBer 1, 1833. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Camille Delassus, claiming 2,400 arpens and 34 perches of land, see page 175 of this 
book, (No. 6.) 

General Bernard Pratte, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper hand- 
writing of C. D. Delassus, and that he knows that the petitioner, Camille Delassus, was an inhabitant of 
this country at the date of the grant. See minutes, No. 6, page 290. 
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Ocrozer 9, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. : 
Camille Delassus, claiming 2,400 arpens and 34 perches of land. See book No. 6, page 175, 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Camille 
Delassus, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No. 7, page 31, 
F. R. CONWAY. 
JAMES 8. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE, 





No. 154. —Anrorine PRatre, JR., CLAIMING 500 ARPENS. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Sm: Anthony Pratte, junior, has the honor to represent to you, that considering agriculture as the 
most proper and surest means to provide, hereafter, for the maintenance and independence of his family, 
he has made choice of a tract of land situated on Grand river, where he supplicates you to have the good- 
ness to grant to him the concession of a tract of land of 500 arpens in superficie, for which he would already 
have had a title, if he had immediately taken advantage of the offer made to him by your predecessor, 
Don Zenon Trudeau, of the said quantity of land. Confiding in your justice, and convinced that the 
length of time that his family has inhabited this country is known to you, having no other views but to 
put in practice the sentiments of fidelity and submission in which his father has brought him up, he 
believes with confidence that you will be pleased to grant to him the favor which he solicits of your 
justice. 

ANTHONY PRATTE. 

Sr. Louis, September 4, 1799. 


Sr. Lovis or Inurnois, September 5, 1799. 
Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the lands he 
solicits, according to the term of the regulation of the governor general of this province, the surveyor of 
this Upper Louisiana, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the petitioner in possession of the five hundred 
arpens of land which he solicits, for him to enjoy, in the same terms as he asks; and the survey being 
made, he (the surveyor) shall make out the corresponding certificate of survey, with which the party 
interested shall apply to the intendant general of these provinces, to whom alone, by order of his 

Majesty, corresponds the granting of lands and town lots belonging to the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated. JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, July 18, 1833. 











= Name of original | © | Nature and date |By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. = of claim. situation. 
A o 
Arps. 
154 | Antoine Pratte..| 500 | Concession, Sep- | Carlos Dehault | Big river, district of St. Genevieve. 
tember 5, 1799. Delassus. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
DecemBer 6, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Antoine Pratte, claiming 500 arpens of land situate as aforesaid, (Big river, district of St. Gene- 
vieve,) produces record of a concession from Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated September 5, 1799. It 
is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, No. 5, page 481. 


JUNE 25, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 
Antoine Pratte, heirs and legal representatives of, by their guardian, Dubreuil Villars, claiming 500 
arpens of land, (see record, book D, page 71; minutes, No. 5, page 481,) produce a paper purporting to 
be an original concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated September 5, 1799. 


The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, Esq., one of the commissioners: 


Srate or Missovri, County of St. Genevieve: 

John Bte. Vallé, aged about 72 years, being duly sworn, saith that he was well acquainted with 
Charles Dehault Delassus, late lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana; that the said Charles Dehault 
Delassus was the lieutenant governor in the year 1799; and this deponent further says that he is well - 
acquainted with the name, signature, and handwriting of the said Charles Dehault Delassus, having 
frequently seen him write, and that the name and signature of said Charles Dehault Delassus to the con- 
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cession from him to the said Antoine Pratte, for 500 arpens of land, dated the 5th day of September, in 
the year 1799, is the proper name, signature, and handwriting of the said Charles Dehault Delassus. 
And this deponent further says that he was well acquainted with Antoine Pratte, the grantee; that he 
was, at the date of the grant aforesaid, a citizen, and resident in the province of Louisiana, and that he 
remained and continued a citizen and a resident of the country till the time of his death. 


J. BTE. VALLE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed to investigate and 
report on land claims in Missouri, this 4th day of May, 18383. 
LEWIS F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See minutes, No. 6, page 181. 


Ocroser 9, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
Antoine Pratt, claiming 500 arpens of land. See book No, 6, page 181. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Antoine 
Pratte, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 32. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 155.—Ienry Prartre, chamine 600 arpens. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Sir: Henry Pratte, junior, has the honor to represent to you, that considering agriculture as the 
surest and most convenient means of securing, hereafter, the existence and independence of his family, 
he has made choice of a tract of land situated on the Grand river, in which place he supplicates you to 
have the goodness to grant to him a concession for 600 arpens of land in superficie, for which he would 
already have had a title, if he had, at the time, taken advantage of the offer made to him by your prede- 
cessor, Don Zenon Trudeau, of the same quantity of land. Confiding in your justice, and convinced that 
the length of time that his family has inhabited this country is known to you; having no other view but 
to put in practice the sentiments of fidelity and submission in which he has been brought up by his father, 
he believes with confidence that you will be pleased to grant to him the favor which he solicits of your 
justice. 

HENRY PRATTE. 

Sr. Lovrs, September 4, 1799. 


Sr. Louis or Iniinois, September 5, 1799. 
Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the lands he solicits, 
in the time fixed by the regulation of the governor of this province, the surveyor of this Upper Louisiana, 
Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the petitioner in possession of the six hundred arpens of land which he 
solicits, for him to enjoy the same, in the same terms as he asks; and the survey being made, he (the 
surveyor) shall make out the corresponding certificate of said survey, with which the party interested 
shall apply to the intendancy general of these provinces, to which alone corresponds, by order of His 
Majesty, the granting of lands and town lots belonging to the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
St. Louis, July 18, 1833. 
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= Name of original | = Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 

. =] . . . be 

= claimant. = of claim. situation, 

a o 
Arps. 

155 | Henry Pratte... | 600 | Concession, Sep- |} Carlos Dehault | Big river, district of St. Genevieve. 
tember 5, 1799. Delassus. 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
DecemBer 6, 1811. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Henry Pratte, claiming 600 arpens of land situate on Big river, district of St. Genevieve, produces 
record of a concession from Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 5th September, 1799. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 481. 


JUNE 25, 1833. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 
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Henry Pratte, by his heirs and legal representatives, claiming 600 arpens of land situate on the 
waters of Big river, in the late district of St. Genevieve, now county of St. Francis (see record, book D, 
page 71; minutes, No. 5, page 481) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 5th September, 1799. The following testimony was taken before Lewis 
F. Linn, Esq., one of the commissioners: 

John Baptiste Vallé being duly sworn, says, that he was well acquainted with Charles Dehault 
Delassus; that he was lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 1799. The 
deponent further states that he is well acquainted with the name, signature, and handwriting of said 
Charles Dehault Delassus; that he has frequently seen him write, and that the name, signature, and 
handwriting to the concession from the said Charles Dehault Delassus to the said Henry Pratte, dated 
5th September, 1799, for 600 arpens of land, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper hand- 
writing of the said Charles Dehault Delassus. And this deponent further says that he was personally 
acquainted with the said Henry Pratte, and that he was, at the date of the grant, a citizen, and resident 
in the province of Louisiana; that some time after the date of the grant, the said Henry Pratte went, or 
was sent, to Canada to complete his education, he being destined for a priest; that when his education 
was finished, he again returned to this country, and that he continued a citizen, and resident in the 
country, having entered on the discharge of his clerical functions, until his death; that the said Henry 
Pratte was a branch of a very large and numerous family which emigrated to this country long before 
the transfer of the country to the United States. 

J. BLE. VALLE, 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, Lewis F. Linn, this 4th day of April, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See minutes, book No. 6, page 182. 


Ocroner 9, 183 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F, R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Henry Pratte, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No, 6, page 182. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Henry Pratte, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No, 7, page 22. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES HT. RELFE. 
I. R. CONWAY. 


No. 156.—Asrauam Swirn, CLAmMING 600 ARPENs. 


Territory oF Lovistana, District of St. Louis: 

I, Charles Tayon, formerly commandant of the district of St. Charles, under the Spanish government, 
do certify to have given, during my command, permission to Abraham Smith to settle himself on four 
hundred arpens of land near St. Charles, in the district of St. Charles; which verbal permission I have 
given by virtue of the authority in me vested by orders of Mr. Zenon Trudeau, ex-licutenant governor 
of Upper Louisiana. 

CHARLES TAYON., 

Sworn and subscribed before me, a justice of the peace in and for the township of St. Louis, district 
of St. Louis, Louisiana Territory. Given under my hand, at St. Louis, May 5, A. D. 1810. 

M. P. LE DUC, 

Truly translated from the original. 

JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B.C. 


Sr. Louis, October 29, 1834. 











ni | | 
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= Name oforiginal) & | Nature and date By whomgranted.. By whom surveyed, date, and 
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| 
| | | 
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156 | Abraham Smith. | 600 | Settlement claim. | ..........e0-. | District of St. Charles. 
| | 
| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
DecemBer 9, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Abraham Sinith, claiming 600 arpens of land situate in the district of St. Charles, produces notice to 
the recorder, : 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See commissioners’ minutes, 
book No. 5, page 499. 


Sr. Lovis, December 9, 1813. 
Abraham Smith, claiming 600 arpens of land; notice only. See minutes, book No. 5, page 499. 
Louis Tayon, duly sworn, says that, 10 or 11 years ago, claimant inhabited and cultivated this tract 
of land; which said tract is situated near the Mamelles, or the bluff; this inhabitation and cultivation 
commenced two or three years before the change of government, that is to say, when Charles Tayon was 
commandant of the post of St. Charles; left this tract, as witness believes, about the change of govern- 
ment. (At the margin is the following:) Not granted. See Bates’ Minutes, page 15. 
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December 22, 1813. 

Abraham Smith. See page 75. 

George R. Spencer, being duly affirmed, says that, in 1799, he was at the cabin of claimant on this 
tract; wheat was sown on this tract in the fall of 1799, which was destroyed by animals; claimant’s 
cabin was inhabited by a family or families, though he did reside there himself. 

Wm. Connell, duly affirmed, says that claimant came to the country in the spring of 1798, and in 
that year raised turnips, and inhabited the tract in a camp; was fre ‘quently at the house of this witness; 
raised a good crop of corn in 1799. Witness sowed wheat in the fall, which did not come to perfection: 
witness sowed flax for claimant in 1800. In this year, or in 1801, the cabin, corn crib, and fences, 
were burnt, since whieh nothing has been done on the land. See Bates? Minutes, page 92. 





May 20, 1833. 
F. R. Conway Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Abraham Smith, by his legal representatives, claiming 600 arpens of land under settlement right. 
See commissioners’ minutes, book No. 5, page 499; Bates’ Minutes, pages 75 and 92; Bates’ Decisions, 
page 33; book D, page 341. See minutes, No. 6, page 170. 


Ocroner 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. II. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Abraham Smith, claiming 600 arpens of land, see book No. 6, page 170. 

The following testimony was taken by A. G. Harrison, late commissioner, under a resolution of the 
board, passed on the 13th May, 1833: 

Robert Spencer, being duly sworn, says that, in the year 1799, he saw Abraham Smith cultivating a 
place near the Mamelles, and i imme diate ly below Point @ Aulm, where the said Smith had a house, and a 
field of corn, of about ten acres, on it; that the appearance of the improvement was new, and that he 
cultivated the same twoor three seasons afterwards, as witness now recollects. 

Gabriel Latreille, being duly sworn, says that, in the year 1797, Abraham Smith settled near the 
Mamelles, and in 1798 raised a crop on the place he settled; that he had a house on it, and continued there 
until 1800, when, being ordered by Charles Tayon, commandant, to keep up his cattle, he left the said place. 


The following testimony was taken by James 8. Mayfield, commissioner. Claimant at the same time 
produced a paper purporting to be an affidavit of Charles Tayon, late commandant of St. Charles, certify- 
ing to have given to Abraham Smith verbal permission to settle on 400 arpens of land: 

Charles ‘Denny, produced and sworn, on his oath states that, in the year 1801 or 1802, deponent saw 
land broke up on the said tract, which was called Abraham Smith’ Ss improvement; he saw no house or 
enclosure, and Smith had then returned to Kentucky; deponent further states, at that time none of the 
inhabitants enclosed their lands or improvements, that is, near the common fields; deponent further states 
that the paper shown him, marked A, is signed in the proper handwriting of Charles Tayon, having seen 
him write, who was commandant of St. Charles from about 1800 up to the change of government. 


Sworn to this 3d July, 1834, at St. Charles. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD, Commissioner. 


Gabriel Latreille, produced and sworn, on his oath states through his interpreter, who was sworn a 
true interpretation to give, that, in 1797, a Mr. Smith was living on a tract of land near the town of St. 
Charles, said land now being in ‘the possession of James Lindsey; that Smith lived there with his family, 
and hi ud seven ore ‘ight arpens of land enclosed and in ¢ ultivation; that Mr. Smith lived there for some time 
afterwards, and the place was left vacant, unoccupied, and unc laimed, by any one else, until about fifteen 
years ago, ‘whe n Mr. James Lindsey took. possession of it; and deponent further states, he does not recol- 
leet the given name of Mr. Smith, but does not, or did not know of any other Smith in the country at 
that time, nor of any other man of that name, who settled and improv ed a tract of land near the town of 
St. Charles, during the existence of the Spanish government. 

Sworn to before me, the 4th day of July, 183 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD, Commissioner. 

See book No. 7, page 16. 


Octroper 13, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Abraham Smith, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 170. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 600 arpens of land ought to be granted to the said Abra- 
ham Smith, or to his legal representatives. See book No, 7, page 33. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 157.—P. Aveuste Prattr, chamine 600 arrens. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, 
and lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Sir: Pierre Auguste Pratte, jr. has the honor to represent to you that, considering agriculture as 
the surest and most proper means of securing, hereafter, the maintenance and independence of his family, 
he has made choice of a piece of land situated on the Grand rive r, at which place he supplicates you to 
have the goodness to grant to him a concession for 600 arpens in superficie, for which he would have had 
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already a title, if, at the time, he had taken advantage of the offer made to him by your predecessor, 
Don Zenon Trudeau, of the same quantity. Confiding in your justice, and convinced that the length of 
time that his family has inhabited this country is known to you; having no other views but to put in 
practice the sentiments of fidelity and obedience in which he has been brought up by his father, he 
believes, with confidence, that you will be pleased to grant to him the favor which he solicits of your 


justice. 
P. AUGUSTE PRATTE. 
Sr. Louis, September 4, 1799. 


Sr. Louis or Iniinots, September 5, 1799. 


Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land he solicits, 
in the time fixed by the regulation of the governor general of this province, the surveyor of this Upper 
Louisiana, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the petitioner in possession of the 600 arpens of land which 
he solicits, in order that he shall enjoy the said land, in the same terms as he asks; and the survey being 
executed, he (the surveyor) shall make out the corresponding certificate of survey, with which the party 
interested shall apply to the intendancy general of these provinces, to which alone corresponds, by order 
of his Majesty, the granting of lands and town lots belonging to the royal domain. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 

Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, July 18, 1833. 

















‘3 S| 
© = | 
= | Name of original| = | Nature and date By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
3 claimant. S | of claim. | situation, 
Arps. | 
157 | Pierre Auguste | 600 | Concession, 5th | Carlos Dehault | On Big river, district of St. Gene- 
Pratte. | September, 1799. | Delassus. vieve. 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Decemper 6, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Pierre Auguste Pratt, claiming 600 arpens of Jand situate on Big river, district of St. Genevieve, 
produces record of a concession from Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 5th September, 1799. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 480. 


JuNE 25, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 
Pierre Auguste Pratte, claiming 600 arpens of land situate on the waters of Big river, (see record, 
book D, page 70; minutes, book No. 5, page 480,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession 
from Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 5th September, 1799. 


SratE or Missourt, County of St. Genevieve: 

John Baptiste Vallé, aged about 72 years, being duly sworn, says that he was well acquainted 
with Charles Dehault Delassus; that he was lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana in 
the year 1799. This deponent further says that he is well acquainted with the name, signature, and 
handwriting of the said Charles Dehault Delassus, having frequently seen him write, and that the name, 
signature, and writing to the concession from him to the said P. A. Pratte, dated the 5th September, in 
the year 1799, for 600 arpens of land, is the proper name, signature and handwriting of the said Charles 
Dehault Delassus; and this deponent further says that he is well acquainted with the said Pierre Auguste 
Pratte, and that he was, at the date of the concession aforesaid, a citizen, and resident in the then pro- 
vince of Louisiana, and that he has continued a citizen of the country, and still is so. 


J. BTE. VALLE. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, Lewis F. Linn, this 4th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See minutes, book No. 6, page 184. 


Octoser, 13, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Pierre Auguste Pratte, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 184. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Pierre 
Auguste Pratte, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 33. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No, 158.—-Joserny Pratt, c.amixne 20,000 arrens. 


To Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Joseph Pratte supplicates you very humbly, and has the honor to represent that, wishing to form a 
settlement, and seeing that the lands of the domain in the vicinity of this village are barren and uncul- 
tivable, in consequence, he went to look out for lands on the waters of the river St. Francis, where he 
found some suitable to his views, as well for agriculture as for the raising of a great quantity of cattle, 
with which he is well provided; therefore, he has recourse to you, sir, praying that you will be pleased 
to grant to him, in full property, for him, his heirs or assigns, a concession for twenty thousand arpens 
of land in superficie, in the place above indicated; quantity which is proportionate to his strength and 
means for improving them. Favor which your petitioner expects of the generosity of the government 
you represent, and which he has the honor tu serve. And he shall never cease to pray for your happiness 
and prosperity. 
JH. PRATTE. 
Sr. Genevieve, September 28, 1797. 


Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor of the western part of Illinois, &e. 


The surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall survey, in favor of the party interested, the twenty thou- 
sand arpens of land which he solicits, in the place mentioned, provided they are vacant; and he shall 
deliver to said party a plat and certificate of survey, in order that, together with this decree, they 
shall serve to him as a title for his property, until the corresponding title in form be delivered to him by 
the governor general, to whom he shall have to apply in due time. 
ZENON TRUDEAU. 
Sr. Lovis, October 17, 1797. 

Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lours, July 18, 1833. 
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158 | Joseph Pratt... |20,000 | Concession, 17th | Zenon Trudeau. | John Hawkins, 4th September, 1817, 
| October, 1797. | on the waters of St. Francis. 














Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
December 6, 1811. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Joseph Pratte, claiming 20,000 arpens of land, situate on the river St. Francis, district of St. Gene- 
vieve, produces record of a concession from Zenon Trudeau, licutenant governor, dated 17th October, 
1797. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, No.5, page 481. 


; June 25, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

Joseph Pratte, for himself and others, assignees under him, to wit, Francis Vallé, Charles C. Valle, 
Robert T. Brown, and Catherine Brown, his wife, Walter Wilkinson, and Emily Wilkinson, and George 
Bullet, the legal representatives of Celestie M. Allen, claiming 20,000 arpens of land situate in the late 
district of St. Genevieve, now county of Washington, (see record, book D, page 70; minutes, book No. 
5, page 481,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Zenon Trudeau, dated 17th 
October, 1797; also a plat of survey, dated September 4, 1817, by Jolm Hawkins; also, deed of convey- 
ance from Joseph Pratte and wife. 


Srare or Missourr, County of St. Genevieve: 

Charles McLane, aged 55 years, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he is well acquainted 
with the said Joseph Pratte, and has been so ever since he can remember anybody, for both this witness 
and said Pratte were born in this country, and have always and still do reside in the same. And _ this 
witness further says thatssome 32 or 33 years ago, this deponent does not particularly remember the 
year, but it was 5 or 6 years before the American government took possession of this country, he, this 
deponent, in company with one Lewis Canon and one Stephen Dalinel, (now deceased,) at the request of 
Mr. Francis Vallé then the commandant of this post, did go to a piece of land situate on the waters of 
the river St. Francis, about 16 miles distant from the Mine 4 Breton, for which he understood a concession 
had been or would be applied for, and on which it was then understood there was a large quantity of iron 
ore; that this witness and the others were sent to dig pits and holes to ascertain the probable quantity 
of ore, and bring samples of the same. And this deponent further says, that himself and the others 
aforesaid did go and dig and work on said land, and procure the samples of the ore as aforesaid. And 
further this deponent says, that, by instructions to him given, he did mark and blaze the trees round the 
said land, to ascertain the boundaries; and that said Francis Vallé, son of the commandant, with Walter 
Fenwick, son-in-law of said Francis Vallé, sr., and an American whose name he does not recollect, went 
again the next following year to the same place, for the purpose of showing the iron ore to the American 
von. vuI—100 F 
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gentleman. And this deponent further says that it is well known in the country at the time that a 
concession had been obtained for the said land on which the iron ore had been found as aforesaid, And 
he further says that the marks and blazes, spoken of before, to designate the place, were a few years 
ago, and pe rhaps still are, visible and conspicuous; that si id tract of land is remarkable, being almost 
included in the fork of a creek called by the French thus, La Fourche du Pore, being a part of the waters 
of the river St. Francis. And this deponent further says that he has several times been on the said tract 
of land since it was surveyed under the said concession, and that the said tract, so surveyed, is the same 
which he had so examined and marked and blazed some thirty odd years ago; and that he further knows 
that the said land has been and is continually claimed under the same concession ever since, and now is 
so claimed. And this deponent further says that he, for the claimant, built a cabin on the said land at 
the time he worked there. And this deponent further says that he, the said Joseph Pratte, Robert T. 
Brown, Frangois Vallé, and Walter Wilkinson, with hands, went in the ne ‘i@hborhood of said le and, many 
years since, to make a furnace, forge, or bloomery, to w ash said ore, and that the *y built cabins and shop, 


and that they dug for a seat to build ‘the works. 
CHARLES rie McLANE, 


mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, Lewis F. Linn, this 30th day of October, 1832. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came John Baptiste Vallé, sr., aged about 72 years, who, being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that he is and was well acquainted with Zenon Trudeau, late lieutenant 
governor of Upper Louisiana; that he was the lieutenant governor in the year 1797. This deponent 
says he is well acquainted with the handwriting and signature of the said Zenon Trudeau, having 
seen him write, and that the name and signature of the said Zenon Trudeau to the concession to 
Joseph Pratte for 20,000 arpens of land, dated the 17th day of October, in the year 1797, is the proper 
name, handwriting, and signature of the said Zenon Trudeau. And this deponent further says that he is 
well acquainted with Joseph Pratte, the grantee in said concession; that he was, at the date of said 
concession, a citizen and resident in the then province of Louisiana, and that he has continued a citizen 
and resident ever since, and still is; that the said Pratte was a member of a very large and respectable 
family, and had in himself considerable means and property, which, with such assistance as his connections 
were able to give him, placed it in his power to render the grant to him available; that he always 
understood that the grant was in trust for the said Joseph Pratte and the others in the deed to them 
named, and that the family for whose use the grant was obtained had, collectively, large means, a great 
number of negroes, and large stock, and that the said Pratte was influential with the Indians, and, in 
connection with his father, aided and gave much assistance in keeping peace and maintaining relations of 
friendship and amity between them and the whites; that, in the early settlement of the country, the 
Indians were troublesome, kiJled people, drove off the cattle, and prevented the spreading of the settle- 
ments, and it was considered as rendering both the people and the government great and essential services 
to suppress that disposition of the Indians, and maintain peace, so as to enable the settlements to expand 


and spread through the country. 
JOHN BE. VALLE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, Lewis F. Linn, this 4th May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See minutes, No. 6, page 185. 
Ocroser 13. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Joseph Pratte, claiming 20,000 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 186. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Joseph 
Pratte, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 33. 


JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 159.—Lovis Botpve ann Parrait Durovr, ciatmixe 800 aRPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 

Louis Bolduc, sr., and Parfait Dufour, sr., have the honor to represent that they own and cultivate, 
since more than five years, with the permission of their commandant, and also that of the lieutenant 
governor, Don Zenon Trude: wu, a tract of land situated at the place known under the name of Fourche a 
Duclos, (Duclos’ fork, ) adjoining on one side the land of Mich: wel Placette. They hope that their delaying 
to make their demand ina regular manner shall not be looked on by you as a motive for excluding them 
from enjoying the favor which was promised to them by your prede cessor. Full of confidence they sup- 
plicate you to have the goodness to grant to them in the place above mentioned, in full property, the 
concession for a tract of land of about twenty arpens in front, more or less, by forty in depth. The long 
time they have been settled in the country being known to you, as also their respective means, and the 
proofs of fidelity they have given to the government, will induce their worthy commandant, Mr. Vallé, to 
recommend them to you according to their merits. 

Full of confidence in your justice and in the generosity of the government, they hope that you will 
be pleased to do justice to their demand in a manner favorable to the aceomplishment of their wishes. 


LOUIS x BOLDUC. 


mark. 


his 
PARFAIT DUFOUR 
St. Genevieve, April 17, 1803. .% 
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Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, with information that the statement made by the peti- 
tioners is conformable to truth; that they are some of the most ancient inhabitants of the country, 
fathers of numerous families, owners of slaves; that their fidelity to the government has been tried; and 
that they appear, under all points of view, to be worthy to obtain the favor which they solicit of your 
justice; circumstances which authorize me to recommend them particularly. 

; FRANCISCO VALLE. 

Sr. Genevieve, April 17, 1803. 


Sr. Lovts or Iturnots, April 25, 1803. 

In consequence of the information given by the commandant of the post of St. Genevieve, Captain 
Don Francisco Vallé, and considering that the petitioners are some of the most ancient inhabitants of this 
country, whose known conduct and personal merit are recommendable; and whereas we are assured that 
they possess more than the means and number of hands necessary to obtain the concession which they 
solicit, 1 do grant to them and their heirs, the land which they solicit, provided it is not to the prejudice 
of any person; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the parties interested in possession of 
the quantity of land they ask in the place indicated; and this being done, he shall make out a plat of 
his survey, delivering the same to the said parties, with his certificate, in order to serve to them to obtain 
the concession and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, 
the distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 

Truly translated. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, July 19, 1833. 





! 
| 





S | 2 | | 
= Names of original) = Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 
S | claimants. = | of claim. | | situation. 
Zi | oO | | | 
| | Arps. | 
159 Parfait Dufour | 800 | Concession, 25th | Carlos Dehault | On Duclos’ fork. 
and Louis Bol- | April, 1803. Delassus. 


due. | | 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Novemser 13, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Louis Bolduc and Parfait Dufour, sr., claiming 800 arpens of land situate on Fourche 4 Duclos, 
(Duclos’ fork,) district of St. Genevieve, produce a concession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant 
governor, dated 25th April, 1803. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. Sce minutes, book No. 5, 
page 408. 


June 26, 1833. 

Parfait Dufour and Louis Bolduc, by their heirs and legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of 
land situate on the waters of Fourche « Duclos, (Duclos’ fork,) county of St. Genevieve—see record, 
book B, page 88; minutes, No. 5, page 403—produce a paper purporting to be an original concession 
from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 25th April, 1803. 

Joseph Pratte, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted 
with Charles Dehault Delassus; that he was the lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana 
in the year 1803; and this deponent further says that he is well acquainted with the name, signature, 
and handwriting of the said Charles Dehault Delassus, having frequently seen him write, and that the 
name, signature, and handwriting to the concession from the said Charles Dehault Delassus to the said 
Parfait Dufour and Louis Bolduc, for 800 arpens of land, dated the 25th day of April, in the year 1803, 
is the proper name, signature, and in the proper handwriting of the said Charles Dehault Delassus. And 
this deponent further says that he was well acquainted personally with the said Parfait Dufour and Louis 
Bolduc; that at the date of the grant they were both citizens and residents in the then province of Upper 
Louisiana, and that they both continued as such citizens and residents in the country until the time of 
their deaths, which took place some few years since; tnat they were both industrious laboring men, and 
both had families, houses, and stock to a considerable amount. And this deponent further says that he 
was well acquainted with Francis Vallé; that he has frequently seen him write; that he was the com- 
mandant of the post of St. Genevieve in the year 1803, and that the name and signature to the recom- 
mendation to the said grant, dated the 17th day of April, 1803, is the proper name and signature, and in 
the proper handwriting of the said Francis Valle, 

JH. PRATTE. 

Sworn to and subscribed May 3, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came Sebastian Butcher, aged about fifty-two years, who, being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with Parfait Dufour and Louis Bolduc; that they 
were citizens and residents in this country when he came to it in the year 1797, and have hitherto con- 
tinued so until their death; that he knows the tract of land above described, has been on the same, and 
knows they had small houses (usually called cabins) on the same about twenty-eight years ago, and that 
the cabins had then the appearance of being severel years old, one having been renewed. And he also 
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knows that they continued to occupy the cabins aforesaid, and retained the unmolested possession of the 
property during their lives; and that when he first saw the land it was called and known as the land 
of said Parfait Dufour and Louis Boldue. 
his 
SEBASTIAN X& BUTCHER. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, Lewis F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed to investi- 
gate and report on land claims in the State of Missouri, this 4th day of May, 1833. 
L. FP. LINN Commissioner. 
{ i IS N 5 € » 3 ¢ 
Minutes, No. 6, page 189. 
Ocroser 13, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Parfait Dufour and Louis Bolduc, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 189. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Parfait Du- 
four and Louis Bolduc, or to their legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7 
’ oO ’ oO ’ 
page 33. ; 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 





No. 160.—J. Baptiste Vauie, cuamine 7,056 arrens. 


To Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant colonel and lieutenant governor of the western part of Illinois: 

Baptiste Vallé, captain in the militia of his Catholic Majesty, has the honor to represent to you that, 
seeing that emigration appears to come towards these parts, he would wish to obtain a quantity of land 
sufficient for him and his numerous family; therefore, he has the honor to pray you to grant to him a con- 
cession of 84 arpens of land in front by 84 in depth, bounded on the right by the concession demanded 
by Frangois Vallé, jr., in ascending the river called the Establishment, at the distance of about four 
leagues from the village of the Little Hills of St. Genevieve, and to the west-northwest of the said vil- 
lage; favor which he hopes to obtain of your justice. 
J. BTE. VALLE. 
Sr. Genevieve, June 15, 1796. 


Sr. Genevieve, June 18, 1796. 
Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, with information that the land demanded belongs to the 
King’s domain, and is not prejudicial to any person. 


FRANCISCO VALLE. 


Sr. Louis, July 4, 1796. 
The surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party in possession of the land which he solicits, 
provided it be vacant, and does not do prejudice to any person; and his survey being executed, he shall 
deliver a plat of the same to the said party; in order for him to apply to the governor of the province to 
obtain the title of concession which he solicits. 
ZENON TRUDEAU. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, July 20, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Decemper 10, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, C. B~ Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Baptiste Vallé, claiming 7,056 arpens of land situate on the river Establishment, district of St. 
Genevieve, produces record of a concession from Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, dated 4th July, 
1796; record of a petition to the governor general, and a recommendation thereon, dated 27th February, 
1802, with a reference of Morales to Peter Derbigny for a translation of the papers. 

[Nore.—The petition, here alluded to, to the governor general, is entirely foreign to the present 
claim.—J. De Mun, T. B. C.] 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 510. 





June 26, 1838. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 
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John Baptiste Vallé, sr., claiming 7,056 arpens of land, being8 4 arpens W ide by 84 arpens deep, 
making one league square, ate ite on the waters of the river Establishment, in the county of St. Gene- 
vieve, (see record, book C, page 475; minutes, No. 5, page 510,) produces a paper purporting to bea 
original concession from Zenon Cruden. date d 4th July, 1796. 

Jo seph Pratte, aged about fifty-nine years, being ‘duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith 
that he is well acqui ainted with the said John B saptiste Vallé, sr., the claimant, and ‘also with his hand- 
writing, having frequently seen him write, and that the name, signature and handwriting to the petition 
to the ‘Jieutenant governor, Zenon Trudeau, dated the 15th of June, 1796, is the proper name, signature 
and handwriting of the said John Baptiste Vallé, sr. And this deponent further says that he was well 
acquainted w ith Frangois Vallé and has frequently seen him write, and that the said Francois Vallé was 
the commandant of the post and district of St. Genevieve in the year 1796, and that the name, signature 
and handwriting to the recommendation for said grant, dated the 18th day of June, 1796, is ‘the proper 
name, signature and handwriting of the said Francois ‘Vallé, And this deponent further says that he 
was well acquainted with Zenon Trudeau, and has frequently seen him write, and that the name, signa- 
ture and handwriting to the concession from him to the said John Baptiste Vallé, dated 4th July, 1796, is 
the proper name, signature and handwriting of the said Zenon Trudeau; that the said Zenon Trudeau 
was the lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana, in the’ year 1796. And this deponent 
further says that he well knows the said John Baptiste Vallé the ‘claimant, and that he was, at the date 
of the grant or concession aforesaid, and long before, a citizen and resident in the province of Upper 
Louisiana, and that he has hitherto continued, and still continues, a citizen and resident of this country ; 
and, further, that the said Baptiste Vallé, at the time of the grant or concession aforesaid, and ever since, 
had a large and numerous family, a great number of slaves, a large stock, and was an active, enterpris- 
ing and useful citizen of the country. And further this deponent says, that he knows said Vallé opened 
a farm of about fifty arpens, more or less, but could [not] be over or under much; that Vallé continued 
to hold and cultivate said land from the date of concession. 

JH. PRATTY. 

Sworn to and subscribed May 3, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

Minutes, No. 6, page 191. 


Ocroser 13, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Jean Baptiste Vallé claiming 7,056 arpens of land. See book No, 6, page 191. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Jean Baptiste 
Vallé, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 34. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 161.—Prerre Game iy, cLamine 800 aRPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Pierre Gamelin, Canadian, since a long time settled in this country, would like to make an estab- 
lishment in this Upper Louisiana; therefore he has recourse to your goodness, hoping that you will be 
pleased to grant to him 800 arpens of land in superficie, to be taken on the vacant lands of the King’s 
domain, in a convenient place, where he may occupy himself in agriculture, and in the raising of all kinds 
of cattle with advantage, Favor which the petitioner expects of your justice and goodness. 


his 
PIERRE + GAMELIN. 
mark. 


Sr. Louis, December 17, 1799. 


St. Lovis or Inunots, December 18, 1799. 

Considering that the petitioner has inhabited this country for a long time, and that he possesses suf- 
ficient means to improve the land he solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the land which he solicits, 
provided it is not prejudicial to any person; and the surveyor of this Upper Louisiana, Don Antonio Sou- 
lard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks, in a vacant place of the 
royal domain; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat of. his survey, delivering the same to 
said party, with his certificate, in order that they shall serve to him to obtain the concession and title in 
form from the intendent general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and grant- 
ing all classes of Jands belonging to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


1 do certify that a tract of land, of 800 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines ran and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of Peter Gamelin, measured with the perch of the city of Paris, of eighteen 
French feet, lineal measure of the same city, according to the common mode of measuring land in this 
province. This land is situated at about seve nty-one miles from this town of St. Louis, bounded north- 
west quarter north by lands of Francis Gaston Gué, southeast quarter south by those of Louis Dupré, 
northeast quarter east by those of Don Silvester Labbadie, and southwest quarter west by those of Don 
Antonio Soulard, which survey and measurement was made without regard to the variation of the needle, 
which is seven degrees thirty minutes cast, as appears from the foregoing figurative plat, on which are 
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noted the dimensions, courses of the lines, other boundaries, &c. Said survey was executed by virtue of 
the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub-delegate of the royal fisc, dated 18th December, 1799, here 
annexed. And in order that all here above mentioned be available, I do give the present (certificate), 
with the foregoing figurative plat, drawn conformably to the survey executed by the deputy surveyor, 
James Rankin, on the 19th of February, 1804, who signed the minutes, to which I do certify. 
ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 
Sr. Louis or Inurnors, March 8, 1804. 


Truly translated from book C, pages 397 and 398. 


JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, July 12, 1833. 
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/ cember 18, 1799. | Delassus. 1804; certified by Soulard, March 
8, 1804; seventy-one miles north 


of St. Louis, district of St. Charles. 


| 


ee 2 ; are : . ‘ 
161 | Pierre Gamelin. | 800 | Concession, De- | Carlos Dehault | James Rankin, February 19, 
| | } 
| 


Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1806. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and James L. Don- 
aldson, Esqrs. 

The same, (Charles D. Delassus, ) assignee of the same, (Auguste Chouteau,) who was assignee of 
Peter Gamelin, claiming 800 arpens situate as aforesaid, (district of St. Charles, ) produces a concession 
as aforesaid, (from Charles D. Delassus,) dated 18th December, 1799, and a survey taken and certified as 
aforesaid, together with a deed of transfer from said Gamelin to Auguste Chouteau, dated the 11th March, 
1802; and another deed of transfer from said Chouteau to claimant, dated 7th August, 1805. 

The board reject this claim, and require further proof. See minutes, No. 2, page 7. 

June 21, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: A. G. Harrison and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

Pierre Gamelin, by Charles Lucas’ legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, see (record, 
book ©, page 399; minutes, No. 2, page 7,) produces a copy of a deed from Pierre Gamelin to Auguste 
Chouteau; also one from Chouteau to Delassus, Sce minutes, No. 6, page 178. 

Octoper 13, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Pierre Gamelin, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 178. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Pierre Gam- 
elin, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page BD. = 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 162.—Lovis Dupre, chaminG 800 arPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Louis Dupré, Canadian, having inhabited this country for a long time, and wishing to form an estab- 
lishment in this Upper Louisiana; therefore he has recourse to your goodness, praying that you be pleased 
to grant to him 800 arpens of land in superficie, to be taken on the vacant lands of the King’s domain, 
in a convenient place, where he may occupy himself of agriculture, and of the raising of all kinds of 
stock with advantage. Favor which he expects of your justice and goodness. 


his 
LOUIS XK DUPRE. 
mark. 
Sr. Louis, December 5, 1799. 


St. Louis or Intinots, December 6, 1799. 


Considering that the petitioner has been an inhabitant of this country since a long time, and that he 
possesses sufficient means to improve the lands he solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the land which 
he solicits, provided it is not prejudicial to anybody; and the surveyor general of this Upper Louisiana, 
Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks, in a 
vacant place of the royal domain; and this being done, he shall make out a plat of his survey, delivering 
the same to the party, with his certificate, in order that they shall serve to him to obtain the concession 
and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing 
and granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
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Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of land, of 800 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines run and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of Louis Dupré, measured with the perch of the city of Paris, of eighteen French 
fect, lineal measure of the same city, according to the common mode of measuring land in this province; 
which land is situated at about 70 miles north of this town of St. Lonis, bounded northwest quarter 
north by lands of Peter Gamelin; southeast quarter south by lands of Lewis Dubreuil; northeast quarter 
east by those of widow Dubrueil; north-northeast by those of Silvester Labbadie; and southwest quarter 
west by lands of Antonio Soulard; which survey and measurement was made without regard to the 
variation of the needle, which is 7 degrees 30 minutes east, as appears by the foregoing figurative plat, 
on which are designated the dimensions, course of the lines, other boundaries, &c. Said survey was 
made by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub-delegate of the royal fise, Don Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, under date of December 6, 1799, here annexed. In testimony whereof, I do give the 
present (certificate) with the foregoing figurative plat, which was drawn conformably with the survey 
executed by the deputy surveyor, James Rankin, on the 19th February, 1804, and who signed the minutes, 
tu which | certify. 





ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 
Sr. Lovis or Intawors, March 8, 1804. 
Truly translated from book C, pages 398 and 399. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, July 12, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
SEPTEMBER 17, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The honorable John B. C. Lucas and James 
Donaldson, Esqrs. 

Charles D. Delassus, assignee of Anguste Chouteau, who was assignee of Louis Dupré claiming 800 
arpens of land situate in the district of St. Charles, produces a concession from Charles D. Delassus, 
dated the 6th December, 1799, and a survey of the same, taken the 19th February, and certified the 4th 
(Sth) March, 1804, together with a deed of transfer from Louis Dupré to said Auguste Chouteau, dated 
the 22d June, 1802, and another deed of transfer from said Auguste Chouteau to claimant, dated the 8th 
August, 1805. The board reject this claim, and require further proof. See minutes, No. 2, page 6. 


JuNE 21, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: A. G. Harrison and F, R. Conway, commissioners. 
Louis Dupré, by Charles Lucas’ legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see record, 
book C, page 399; minutes, book No, 2, page 6,) produces copy of deed from Dupré to Chouteau, and 
the original deed from Chouteau to Delassus. See minutes, No. 6, page 178. 


OctoBer 13, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Louis Dupré claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 178. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Louis Dupré, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 35, 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 163.—J. Baptiste Cuattroux, cuamine 600 ARPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor oy tee upper part of the same province: 

J. Baptiste Chalifoux, Canadian, for a long time inhabitant of this country, wishing to make an 
establishment in this Upper Louisiana, therefore he has recourse to your goodness, praying that you be 
pleased to grant to him 600 arpens of land in superficie, to be taken on the vacant lands of the King’s 
domain, in a convenient place, where he may occupy himself of agriculture and the raising of all kinds 
of stock with advantage. Favor which the petitioner expects of your justice. . 

18 
J. BTE. X CHALIFOUX. 
mark. 
Sr. Lovis, October 27, 1799. 
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Sr. Lovts or Iniivors, October 28, 1799. 


Considering that the petitioner has been a long time inhabiting this country, and that he possesses 
sufficient means to improve the lands he solicits, [do grant to him and his heirs the land which he 
solicits, provided it is not prejudicial to anybody; and the surve yor general, Don Antonio Soulard, shall 
put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks in a vacant place of the royal 
domain; and this being done, he shall make out a plat of his surve y, delivering the same. to the said 
party, with his certificate, in order that they shall serve to him to obtain the concession and title in form 
from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and granting all 
classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of land, of 600 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines run and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of J. Bavtiste Chalifoux; said measurement was taken with the perch of the 
city of Paris, of 18 French feet, lineal measure of the same ¢ ity, according to the common mode of mea- 
suring lands in this province. This tract is situated at about 63 miles north of this town of St. Louis, 
and bounded north by lands of Peter Montauban; south by lands of Joseph Le Duc; cast by the river 
Mississippi, and we st by vacant lands of the royal domain, Said survey and measurement was executed 
without regard to the variation of the needle, which is T degrees 30 minutes E., as appears by the fore- 
going figurative plat, on which are designated the dimensions, courses of the lines, other boundaries, &e. 

Said survey was executed by virtue of the decree of the lieute ‘nant governor, Don Carlos Dehault Delas- 
sus, dated October 28, 1799, here annexed. In testimony where of, I do eive the present (certificate, ) 
with the foregoing figurative plat, drawn conformably to the survey executed by the de ‘puty surveyor, 
James Rankin, on the 5th Fe -bruary, 1804, who signed on the minutes, to which I ce rtify. 

ANTONIO SOULAR D, S. @. 


Sr. Lovis or Inuinots, March 8, 1804. 


Truly translated from book C, pages 399 and 400. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 


Sr. Louis, July 18, 1833. 
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Arps. 
163 Jean Baptiste 600 | Concession, 28th | Carlos Dehault James Rankin, 5th February, 
Chalifoux. | October, 1799. | Delassus. 1804; certified by Soulard 8th 
March, 1804; 63 miles north of St. 


| 
| Louis. 
| 


Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
SepremMBeR 17, 1806. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: the Hon. John B. C. Lucas and James L. Don- 
aldson, Esqrs. 

The same, (Charles D. Delassus,) assignee of the same, (Auguste Chouteau,) who was assignee of 
John B. Chalifoux, claiming 600 arpens of land situate on the Mississippi, district of St. Charles, produces 
a concession as aforesaid, (from Charles D. Delassus,) dated 28th October, 1799, and a survey of the 
same, taken the 5th February, and certified the 8th March, 1804; a transfer from Chalifoux to Auguste 
Chouteau, dated the 12th February, 1804, and another deed of transfer from said Chouteau to claimant, 
dated the 8th August, 1805. 

The board reject this claim, and require further proof. See minutes, No. 2, page 7. 


June 21, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: A. G. Harrison and F, R. Conway, commissioners. 
Jean Baptiste Chalifoux, by Charles Lucas’ representatives, claiming 600 arpens of land, (see 
record, book C, page 399; minutes, book No. 2, page 7,) produces copy of deed from Chalifoux to 
Chouteau; an original deed from Chouteau to Delassus, and an original deed for the three tracts above 
mentioned, from Delassus to Charles Lucas. See minutes, book No. 6, page 179. 
Octoper 13, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. II. Relfe, 


commissioners, : 
Jean Baptiste Chalifoux, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 179. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Jean Baptiste 
Chalifoux, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book 4 T, page 35. 
JAMES \ 
JAMES iL ] 
F. R. CONW 


LAYFIELD. 
tELEE. 
AY. 
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No. 164.—Lovis Botpve axp Baptiste VALLE, CLAIMING 800 aRPENs. 


To Mr. Henry Peyroux, captain in the armies of the King; commandant, civil and military, of the post of 

St. Genevieve: 

Sir: Louis Boldue and Baptiste Vallé, inhabitants of this post, have the honor to represent to you 
that the encroachments of the Mississippi on their lands has forced them to look for others, in order to 
secure their maintenance; and having found a place suitable to that object, situated at the Cipriere, 
(Cypress swamp, ) at the distance of about twenty leagues from this post, they supplicate you, sir, to 
grant to them a _ of twenty arpens of land in front, on the Mississippi, to be taken two arpens 
into the Cypress sWamp in ascending the Mississippi, by forty arpens in depth; and the said petitioners 
shall pray for your prosperity and preservation, 


J. BTE. VALLE. 
- his 
LOUIS KX BOLDUC. 


; mark. 
Sr. Genevieve, August 1, 1788. 


Be the present petition sent to Don Manuel Perez, lieutenant governor of the western part of Illinois. 
PEYROUX DE LA COUDRENIERE. 
Sr. Genevieve, August 1, 1788. 


Captain Don Henry Peyroux, commandant of St. Genevieve, shall grant to Messrs. Louis Bolduc and 
John Baptiste Vallé the land which they solicit in the petition, on the other side. 
MANUEL PEREZ. 
Sr. Louis, dugust 13, 1788. 


We, Henry Peyroux de la Coudreniere, captain of infantry, civil and military commandant of the 
post of St. Genevieve of Illinois, in consequence of the above order, and knowing that the tract of land 
demanded by Messieurs John Baptiste Vallé and Louis Bolduc belongs to his Majesty’s domains, we do 
grant to the said petitioners, for them and their heirs, to enjoy in full property, a tract of land of twenty 
arpens in front on the Mississippi, by forty in depth, to be taken two arpens in the Cypress swamp, and 
the rest in ascending the Mississippi towards the Cape & Girardeau. 

PEYROUX DE LA COUDRENIERE. 

Given at GENevievE, August 23, 1788. 


To Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant colonel by brevet, captain in the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
commander-in-chief of the western part of Illinois: 


By virtue of the title of concession here annexed, (the said land having never been measured for 
want of a surveyor,) the petitioners pray you to give orders to the surveyor of the government to fix 
their boundaries, and to deliver to them the certificate of his survey. The petitioners supplicate you, 
besides, to authorize the said surveyor to measure their land in the directions which he will judge the 
most convenient to suit the surveys of the other (adjoining) lands, Favor which we expect of your 
justice. 


J. BTE. VALLE. 
his 
L. X BOLDUC. 


mark. 
Sr. Genevieve, February, 20, 1798. 


Sr. Lovis, March 6, 1798. 

By virtue of the title of concession, here annexed, the surveyor of this jurisdiction, Don Antonio 
Soulard, shall survey the land of the petitioners, conforming himself to the quantities expressed in their 
title of concession, and he shall deliver to them his certificate of survey, in order that it shall serve to 
them to obtain the ratification of their concession by the general government of the province. 

ZENON TRUDEAU. 

Truly translated. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 

Sr. Louts, July 20, 1833. 
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164 John Baptiste | 800 Concession, 23d) Henry Peyroux, | About sixty miles south of St. Ge- 
Vallé and Louis August, 1788. iby order of Ma- nevieve. 
Bolduc. Order ofsurvey, nuel Perez. 
| 6th March, 1798.| Zenon Trudeau. 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
JuNE 27, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 
John Baptiste Vallé and Louis Bolduc, (the heirs and legal representatives of the latter,) claiming 


VOL. VII 101 F 






























































802 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1336, 





800 arpens of land situate on the Mississippi river, county of Cape Girardeau, (see record, book D, page 
69,) produce a paper purporting to be an original concession from Henry Peyroux, civil and military com- 
mandant of St. Genevieve, and eranted in pursuance of the decree of Manuel Perez, lieutenant governor 
of Upper Louisiana, dated 13th August, 1788; also a paper purporting to be an order of survey from 


> 


Zenon Trudeau, then lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, dated 6th March, 1798, 


Srate or Missourt, County of St. Genevieve: 

Bartholomew St. Gemme, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith that he was well 
acquainted with John Baptiste Vallé and Louis Bolduc, the original claimants; that he knows they were 
citizens and residents in the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 1788, and the said Vallé is still a 
citizen and resident, and the said Boldue continued so till his death, and his children are still so. And 
this witness further says that he was well acquainted with Henry Peyroux de la Coudreniere; that he 
has seen him write, and that the said Peyroux was the commandant, civil and military, of the post of 
St. Genevieve, in the year 1788, and that the signature and name of the said Peyroux de la Coudreniere 
to the said recommendation for said grant, dated the Ist day of August, 1788, and to the grant by him 
made, of the date of 23d August, 1788, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting 
of the said Peyroux. And this deponent further says that he was well acquainted with Manuel Perez, 
personally; that he knows he was the lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 
1788. And this deponent further says that he was well acquainted with Zenon Trudeau; that he has 
seen him write; that he was the lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 
1798, and that the name and signature to the warrant or order of survey for said land, dated the 6th day 
of March, 1798, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting of the said Zenon 
Trudeau. And this deponent further says that, in the year 1788, the said J. B. Vallé and Louis Bolduc 
were both men of families, with slaves and vther property. 


BMI. ST. GEMME. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, Lewis F. Linn, commissioner, this 27th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
Sce minutes, book No. 6, page 197. 


Octroper 18, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

Jean Baptiste Vallé and Louis Bolduc, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 197. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Jean Baptiste 
Vallé and Louis Bolduc, or to their legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No, 7, 
page 309, 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE, 

Fk. R. CONWAY, 


No. 165.—Cuartes Rosin anp Lovis Caron, cLamine 1,500 arpens. 


To Mr. Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the armies of his Catholic Majesty, and lieutenant 
governor of Upper Louisiana, residing in St. Louis: 

Charles Robin and Louis Caron, ancient inhabitants of the post of St. Genevieve, humbly supplicate 
and have the honor to represent to you that they would wish to make and improve a plantation, in order 
to cultivate various productions, and raise a great number of cattle, so as to enable them to provide for 
the maintenance of themselves and that of their numerous families; that having made searches for a 
tract of land suitable to their purpose, they have found one situated at about eight or nine leagues from 
the said post of St, Genevieve, on a branch of the north fork of Saline river, on the north side of the 
said fork, and consisting of 1,500 arpens of land in superficie. They flatter themselves so much the 
more to obtain this concession in its whole extent from the government, because it is proportionate to 
the number of persons composing their respective families; that they have the means to improve it well, 
and to put thereon a numerous stock of cattle, and that they have never demanded nor obtained 
from the government any other concession; besides, it is notorious that the said concession, now 
claimed by the petitioners, has never been granted to anybody, and that it belongs to the King’s 
domain, as Mr. De Luziere, commandant of New Bourbon, in the district of which post the said land is 
situated, and, if needed, the surveyor of said district will not refuse to certify and attest; therefore, the 
petitioners apply with confidence to your justice and authority, sir, praying that you will be pleased to 
grant and concede to them the said tract of land, consisting of 1,500 arpens in superficie, situated at the 
place here above designated, for them, their heirs and assigns, in order to make and improve their 
plantations; in doing which, and giving orders to the King’s surveyor for this district to survey the said 
land, to make out the plat, and put them in possession, the petitioners shall never cease to pray for the 
conservation of your days. 

his 
CHARLES X ROBIN. 
mark. 
his 
LOUIS XK CARON. 
mark. 
Done in Sr. Genevieve, March 5, 1800. 


We, the undersigned, commandant of the post of New Bourbon, do certify to the lieutenant governor 
of Upper Louisiana, that the statement in the foregoing petition is exact, sincere, and true, and that 
they (the petitioners) deserve, under all points of view, to obtain the concession which they demand, as 
much because it is on vacant land which has not been granted to anybody, and belongs to the King’s 
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domain, as they have the means necessary to improve advantageously this plantation, which is indispen- 
sable to them to provide for the support of their numerous families, and for the grazing of their numerous 
stock; besides, the petitioners are near relations to Messrs. Vallé, who have rendered, since such a long 
time, with zeal and success, important services to the government and to the colony: this consideration 
ought to be one more motive to grant to them the favor which they solicit. 
: PRO. DELASSUS DE LUZIERE. 
Done at New Bovrsoy or Iuutnors, arch 12, 1800. 


Sr. Louis or Intrvots, April 4, 1800. 


In consequence of the information given by the commandant of New Bourbon, Don Pedro Delassus de 
Luziere, by which it appears evident that the petitioners are ancient inhabitants of this country, and that 
they possess more than the means and number of people necessary to obtain the concession which they 
solicit, I do grant to them and their heirs the land which they solicit, provided it is not to the prejudice 
of any one; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the parties interested in possession of the 
quantity of land they solicit, in the place designated; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat 
of his survey, delivering the same to the parties, with his certificate, in order to serve to them to obtain 
the concession and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, 
the distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


The said title of concession has been registered and deposited in the archives of the post of New 
Bourbon, under number 18. 
D. L. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 
Sr. Louis, July 23, 1800. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
JUNE 27, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F, R. Conway, commissioners. 
Charles Robin and Louis Caron, claiming 1,500 arpens of land situate on the waters of the river 
Saline, (see record, book F, page 128,) produce a paper purporting to be an original concession, dated 4th 
of April, 1800, from Carlos Dehault Delassus. 


Perry County, May 3, 1833. 
Personally appeared before L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed for the final adjustment 
of private land claims in Missouri, Joseph Pratte, aged about 59 years, who, after being sworn, deposes 
and says, that he was well acquainted with Charles Robin and Louis Caron, and knows they had posses- 
sion of, and a cabin built on, this tract of land named in the concession, previous to their having a grant 
for the same; that he knows well the signature to the concession is in the handwriting of Charles Dehault 
Delassus, former licutenant governor of Upper Louisiana; further, that the signature to the recommenda- 
tion is in the proper handwriting of Pierre Dehault Delassus, former commandant of the district of New 
Bourbon; and, further, that they continued to hold and use, for their benefit, said tract of land. 
JH. PRATTE. 
Sworn to and subscribed, day and date above written. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See minutes, No. 6, page 199. 


Octoser 13, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Charles Robin and Louis Caron, claiming 1,500 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 199. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Charles 
Robin and Louis Caron, or to their legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 1, 
page 36. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 166.—IIenry Preyrovx, chamine 7,760 acres. 
To Don Manuel Perez, captain of the first stationary battalion of Louisiana, and lieutenant governor of the 
western part of Illinois: 

Sir: Don Henry Peyroux de la Coudreniere, captain of infantry, civil and military commandant of 
the post of St. Genevieve, has the honor to represent to you, that having bought, a few days ago, a plan- 
tation having forty arpens in width by one league in depth, at the place called La Saline, and where the 
spring, which goes by that name, is exactly in the middle of the width of said plantation, he desires to 
extend his possession, on the north side, to the river Aux Vases, which is but at the distance of about 
ten arpens; and, on the south side, to the river St. Laurent, distant about from thirty to thirty-five arpens, 
in order that, by enjoying this extent of land, he may have a suflicient quantity of timber for the grea t 
consumption ‘of’ the Saline; and also, establish a stock farm, which cannot be but advantageous to the 
country. Therefore, he supplicates you, sir, to grant to him and his heirs, and in full property, the extent 
of land situated between the river St. Laurent and the river Aux Vases, including the plantation which 
he has bought of Mr. John Baptiste d’Atcherut, in such a manner that those lands, in a-body, be bounded 
east by the river Mississippi, north by the river Aux Vases, south by the river St. Laurent, and west by 
lands not yet conceded, at the distance of one league from the river Mississippi. 

The petitioner will pray for your conservation and prosperity. 


PEYROUX DE LA COUDRENIERE., 
Sr. Genevieve, December 15, 1787. 
The land solicited by Don Henry Peyroux de la Coudreniere is coneeded and granted to him in fee 
simple, provided it be nut already granted to another person. 
MANUEL PEREZ. 
Sr. Louis or Iniinots, December 24, 1787. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN 
Sr. Lovis, July 8, 1835. 
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166 Henry Peyroux 9,077 | Concession, 24th | Manuel Perez...) = John Hawkins, 22d February, 

de la Coudreniere. 80 | December, 1787. | | 1806; received for record, by Sou- 

oerch. | dard, 26th February, 1806. Saline 
river, 


Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
DecemBer 27, 1811. 
John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Saline creek and Mississippi river, district 
gover- 


Board met. Present: 
Henry Peyroux, claiming 7,760 acres of land situate on 
of St. Genevieve, produces record of a duly registered concession from Manuel Perez, lieutenant 
nor, dated 24th Dece mber, 1787; a plat of survey, dated 22d, and certified 26th February, 1806. 
It is the opinion of a majority of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. 
Frederick Bates, commissioner, forbears giving an opinion. See minutes, No. 5, page 545, 


Ju NE 23, 1833. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners 

Henry Peyroux, by Henry Dodge, the heirs and legal representatives of Edward Hempstead, and 
John Scott, claiming 7,760 acres of land situate on the Mississippi river, and on the waters of the 
Saline, county of St. Genevieve, (see record books, C, page 258, and F, page 258; minutes, No. 5, page 
545,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Manuel Perez, lieutenant governor, 
dated 24th December, 1787; also a plat of survey, by John Hawkins, deputy surveyor, dated 22d, and 
received for record, by Soulard, surveyor general, the 26th of February, 1806. 


Srate or Missovri, County of St. Genevieve: 

John Baptiste Vallé, a witness, aged about seventy-two years, being duly sworn as the law directs, 
deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with Henry Peyroux, otherwise called Henry Pevroux de 
la Coudreniere, the original petitioner for said grant; that he has often seen him write; that the said 
Peyroux, at the date of the petition and grant, was a citizen and resident of this country, now the State 
of Missouri, and was civil and military commandant at the post and district of St. Genevieve, and 
remained a citizen of the country from thence till long after the purchase of the country by the American 
government, This deponent also says that the signature and name to the petition for said grant, dated 
the 15th of December, 1787, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting of said 
Peyroux. And this de ‘ponent further says, that Manuel Perez was the lie utenant governor of the western 
part of Illinois at the date of the grant in the year 1787. And this deponent further says that he is well 
acquainted with the tract of land claimed, and that the same was, at the date of the grant, actually 
inhabited and cultivated, and used as a saline, where much salt, for the use of the country, was made; 
and that, after the grant aforesaid, the said land was, more or less, continually inhabited and cultivated; 
that there were several farms on the same, and many buildings and houses, with furnaces for the making 
of salt; and that the said property, from the date of the erant till about the year 1824 or 1825, and _per- 
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haps longer, was actually inhabited and cultivated, and extensively used in the making of salt, and that 
the same was of great and extensive use to the whole country for many years; and that the said tract 
has always been, and still is, inhabited and cultivated. And, further, that the said Peyroux was a man 
of property, and useful in the country. And this deponent further says, that at the time said Peyroux 
claimed said grant, he understood that a grant had been formerly made for a part of said tract as it now 
stands, which had been purchased by the said Peyroux. This witness further says, that he saw the 
orders from Baron de Carondelet, for the survey of this land, and that in the order special instructions 
were given to respect the lands and lines of Madame Villars and Francis Vallé. 


J. BTE. VALLE. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, L. F. Linn, commissioner, this 17th June, 1833. 
’ TAT Y . . 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See minutes, No. 6, page 202. 


Ocroper 18, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners 

Henry Peyroux de la Coudreniere, claiming 9,077 arpens 80 perches, or 7,760 acres of land. See 
book No. 6, page 202. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Henry Pey- 
roux de la Coudreniere, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No. 7, 
page 36. : 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 167.—Cnaries Roy, ciatmtne 80 ARPENs. 


We, Don Fernando de Leyba, lieutenant governor, &c. 

In consequence of the demand to us made by Charles Roy, residing in this post, in his petition dated 
March 24th, this present month, in which he states to us that he would wish to establish himself in the 
new settlement called river Des Peres, contiguous to the Grande Prairie, and praying that we would be 
pleased to grant to him, in continuation of the other inhabitants of the said place, a tract of land of two 
arpens in width by forty arpens in length, adjoining on one side to the land of Frangois Hebert, and on 
the other side to the King’s domain, fronting on the south end the little river, and on the north end the 
King’s domain: Therefore, being willing to favor the said Charles Roy, we have granted to him the said 
tract of Jand in all its width and length, such as it is described in his said petition, on condition to 
improve the same in one year and one day, and that it shall be liable to public charges, and others which 
it may please his Majesty to impose. 

FERNANDO DE LEYBA. 

Given in Sr. Lovts, this 25th of March, 1780. 

Truly translated from livre terrien, No. 4, page 2. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 

Sr. Louis, July 29, 1833. 











= 
2 i | : 
= | Name of original; = | Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 
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| Arps. | 
167 | Charles Roy.... | 80 | Concession, 25th | Fernando de  , On river Des Peres, Grande Prairie. 
| | March, 1780. | Leyba. | 
| | | | 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
JuLy 8, 1833. 


L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Charles Roy, by John P. Cabanné, claiming 2 by 40 arpens of land. See livre terrien, book No. 4, 
page 2; record book F, page 190. 

Peter Chouteau, sr., being duly sworn, says that he has perfect knowledge of this tract; that, about 
the year 1780, or thereabouts, it was cultivated by said Roy, and was so cultivated for four or five con- 
secutive years until the time of his death. See minutes, No. 6, page 218. 


Ocroper 14, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, ; 

Charles Roy, claiming 80 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 218. 

» 18 “nahi geese » Pag ; i 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Charles Roy, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No. 7, page 36. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
FP. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 168.—Davip Miracie, cLaminG 640 acres. 
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= | Name of original| = | Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 
5 claimant. = of claim. situation. 
Zi o 
: A rps. 
168 | David Miracle...| 640 | Settlement right. | .............. | Waters of Dardenne, St. Charles. 























Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Novemser 27, 1811. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
David Miracle, claiming 400 arpens of land situate in Missouri, district of St. Charles, produces 


notice to the recorder. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 5, page 457. 


Juty 6, 1833. 
L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
David Miracle, claiming 640 acres of land on the waters of the Dardenne, county of St Charles. See 
record book C, page 511; minutes, No. 5, page 457, 
Ira Cottle duly sworn says, that David Miracle’s wife came to this country before her husband, and 
had a house on said tract of land, as soon at least as 1803; that it was certainly before the change of 
government. See book No, 6, page 216. 


Ocroser 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

In the case of David Miracle, claiming 640 acres of land—see book No 6, page 216—the following 
testimony was takem by A. G. Harrison, late commissioner, under a resolution passed by the board, on 
the 13th May, 1833. 

Daniel Keathly being duly sworn says, he saw the wife of Mr. David Miracle, who lived at that 
time, as she said, on a tract of land on a branch then called Walker’s branch, and now called Scott’s 
branch; that witness never saw the place mentioned while said Miracle lived there, but from general 
report of the neighborhood, is certain that said claimant did live on said place at the time mentioned. 

John Zumalt being duly sworn says, that he knew the wife of David Miracle, who lived somewhere 
in the neighborhood, as above stated; that she was living there before her husband, David Miracle, came 
to the country. 

Jeremiah Groshon being duly sworn says, that in 1802, the wife of David Miracle improved and 
cultivated a place on Walker’s branch, sometimes called Lewis’ branch; that there was a cabin built on 
it, in which she lived; that it adjoined the claim of John Lewis. 

William Craig being duly sworn says, that in 1802 he saw the wife of David Miracle living on and 
cultivating a place on Walker’s, sometimes called Lewis’ branch; that said improvements consisted of a 
vabin and a small field. See book No. 7, page 22. 


Octoper 14, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
David Miracle, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 216. 
The board are unanimously of opinion, that 400 aeres of land ought to be granted to the said David 
Miracle, or to his legal representatives, it being the quantity claimed on record. See book No. 7, page 36. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES HT. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 169. 





Josern Roy, ciamminc 600 arrEns. 


Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 


Sir: Joseph Roy has the honor to represent to you, that he would wish to establish himself in the 
upper part of this province, where he has been residing for some time; therefore, he has recourse to the 
benevolence of this government, hoping that you will be pleased to grant to him a piece of land of six 
hundred arpens in superficie, to be taken upon the vacant lands of his Majesty’s domain, in the place 
which will appear most convenient to the interest of your petitioner, who presumes to expect this favor 
of your justice. 

his 
JOSEPH X ROY. 
mark. 


Sr. Louis, April 4, 1800. 
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DECREE. 


Sr. Lovis or Inurvors, April 5, 1800. 

Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land he solicits, 
I do grant to him and his heirs the land he solicits for, provided it is not prejudicial to anybody; and 
the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he 
asks, in a vacant place of the royal domain; and that being executed, he shall make out a plat of his 
survey, delivering the same to said party, with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the title 
in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and 
granting all classes of land, &c. 


4 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated from Spanish record of concessions, No, 2, pages 54 and 55. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr Louis, July 30, 1833. 
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169 | Joseph Roy.... | 600 Concession, 5th | Carlos Dehault | On bay de Roy. 
| April, 1800. | Delassus. | 
| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


December 6, 1811. 

Board met. Present: John B, C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Louis Labeaume, assignee of Francis Lacombe, assignee of Joseph Roy, claiming 600 arpens of land, 
situate on the bay de Roy, district of St. Charles, produces record of a concession from Delassus, lieu- 
tenant governor, dated 5th April, 1800; record of a transfer from Roy to Lacombe, dated 15th July, 1804; 
record of a transfer from Lacombe to claimant, dated 10th August, 1804. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5 
page 488. 


? 


Jury 8, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Joseph Roy, by Louis Labeaume’s representatives, claiming 600 arpens of Iand, on the left side of 
bay de Roy. See record book D, page 302; minutes, No. 5, page 488; record of concessions under the 
Spanish government, book No. 2, page 54, to which claimant refers. 

John Tayon, being duly sworn, says that, during the Spanish government, he saw said Roy living on 
said tract of land; that it might be five or six years prior to the change of government that said Roy was 
inhabiting and cultivating said piece of land. See book No. 6, page 219. 


Juty 11, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of Joseph Roy, by Louis Labeaume’s representatives, claiming 600 arpens of land on bay 
de Roy, see page 219 of this book, (No. 6,) Francois Caillou, being duly sworn, says that, during the 
government of Zenon Trudeau, and about two years after Carlos Dehault Delassus was lieutenant gover- 
nor, the said Joseph Roy inhabited and cultivated said tract of land; that he lived on the same with his 
wife and two children, and that he, the deponent, passed a winter with the claimant on said place. Depo- 
nent further says that the claimant was driven off the said place by the Indians. See book No. 6, page 


92 
231. 


Ocroser 14, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: R. F. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

Joseph Roy, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 219. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Joseph Roy, 
or to his legal representatives. Survey to be made to include his improvements. See book No. 7, page 
37. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 170.—Jran Baptiste MarvigNy, CLAIMING 12 ARPENS FRONT, 


Don Francisco Cruzat, lieutenant colonel of infantry by brevet, commander-in-chief, and lieutenant governor 
of this western part and district of Illinois. 

Having taken cognizance of the memorial, dated Aprily23, of this current year, presented by Don 

Jean Baptiste Martigny, captain of militia in this town of St. Louis, I have granted to the same Don Jean 

Baptiste Martigny, in fee simple, for him, his heirs, or others who may represent his right, the twelve 
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arpens, from hill to nill, in front, in order that he may raise eattle, as he solicits, on the borders of the 
Mississippi, on the river called Decadre, on condition to improve the plantation he asks for, and to be 
liable to public taxes, and others which it may please his Majesty to impose, and, on the contrary, the 
land shall be incorporated to the royal domain. , 
FRANCISCO CRUZAT. 
Given in Sr. Lovis, April 25, 1783. 
Truly translated from livre terrien, No. 4, page T. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, August 3, 1833. 
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170 | Jean Baptiste 12. Concession, 25th | Francisco Cruzat.| River Deecadre, on the Mississippi. 
Martigny. front.) = April, 1783. | Special location. 


Evidence, with refcrence to minutes and records. 
Jciy 8, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Jean Baptiste Martigny, by his legal representatives, claiming twelve arpens in front, (a special 
location,) by the ordinary depth. See book F, page 191; recorder’s minutes, page 151, livre terrien, 
No. 4, page T. 

Peter Chouteau, sr., duly sworn, says that said Martigny had a house on said land, and lived there 
four or five years; that he had a cornficld and garden, and had the place under cultivation till he sold it. 
See minutes, No. 6, page 219. 

Ocroper 14, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Maylield, and J. IH. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Jean Baptiste Martigny, claiming twelve arpens of land in front. See book No, 6, page 219. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Jean Baptiste 
Martigny, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No, 7, page 37. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
BF. R. CONWAY. 





No. 171.—Anrorne Fianprin, cLarmine 6,000 arPENs. 


Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Smr: Antoine Flandrin has the honor to represent to you that he would wish to make an establish- 
ment in the upper part of this province, where he has been residing for upwards of twenty years. The 
petitioner has a very numerous family, which he desires to keep near him; therefore, he prays that you 
will grant him a tract of land of six thousand arpens in superficie, to be taken on the vacant lands of his 
Majesty’s domain, with the permission to take this quantity of laud, which corresponds to the number of 
individuals composing his family, in the place most convenient to his interest, and most advantageous to 
his ends; favor which the petitioner presumes to expect of your goodness and justice, 

ANTOINE FLANDRIN, 

Sr. Louis, January 13, 1800. 


Sr. Lovis or Inninots, January 15, 1800. 


Considering that the petitioner is one of the most ancient inhabitants of this country, whose known 
conduct and personal merit are recommendable, and being satisfied to evidence as to the truth of what 
he states in his petition, Ido grant to him and his heirs the land he solicits, provided it is not to the 
prejudice of any one; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession 
of the quantity of land he asks, in a vacant place of the royal domain; and that being executed, he shall 
make out a plat of his survey, delivering the same to said party, with his certificate, in order to serve to 
him to obtain the concession and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by 
royal order, the distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated from Spanish record of concessions, book Nu. 2, pages 52 and 53. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, August 6, 1833. 
Compared with the original, filed this day. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7 B.C. 
Sr. Louis, June 26, 1854. 
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171 _ Antoine Flandrin.| 6,000 | Coneession, 15th |) Carlos Dehault Fremon Delauriere, 20th Janu- 
| January, 1800. | Delassus. ary, 1806. On fork of the Grand 
| Glaise creek. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


November 14, 1811. 
3oard met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Jacque St. Vrain, assignee of Antoine Flandrin, claiming six thousand arpens of land situate on 
Grand Glaise, district of St. Louis, produces record of a concession from Delassus, lieutenant governor, 
dated 15th January, 1800; a plat of survey, dated 20th June, (January, ) 1806, signed Fremon Delauriere. 


It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 420. 


Juty 8, 1833. 
L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Antoine Flandrin, by his legal representatives, claiming six thousand arpens of land. See record, 
book B, page 94; minutes, book No. 5, page 420. Claimant refers to Spanish record of concessions, 
book No. 2, page 52; see No. 6, page 221. 


JuNE 26, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. S. Mayfield and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

In the case of Antoine Flandrin, claiming six thousand arpens of land, (see book No. 6, page 221, ) 
claimant produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 
January 15, 1800. 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to the said concession is in the proper handwriting 
of the said Carlos Dehault Delassus. See book No. 6, page 535. 


Ocroser 14, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. I. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Antoine Flandrin, claiming six thousand arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 221. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Antoine 
Flandrin, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 1, page 37. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 172.—James Cuamorean, chamine 3,200 arPEeNs. 


To Don Zenon Trudeau, captain in the stationary regiment of Louisiana, lieutenant governor, and 
commander-in-chief of the western part of Illinois: 


Clamorgan supplicates humbly, and has the honor to represent to you that he wishes to obtain a 
tract of land on the river Maramec, at the distance of about three leagues west of the saline belonging 
to the petitioner, on which tract there has been formerly a beginning of improvement made by one James 
Head, an American, who has abandoned the same, and is gone back to the American side, and who had 
no kind of approbation of your predecessors; the said tract of land consists in forty arpens in width by 
eighty in depth, on which there are two springs, distant from one another about two arpens, the waters 
of which run into a fork of Maramec, known by the name of Fourche & Renaud. The said forty arpens 
in width by eighty in depth are bounded on all sides by his Majesty’s domain. The intention of the peti- 
tioner is to raise thereon his cattle, which is continually attracted to that place by the goodness of the 
pasture, to increase the number of it, and make there a stock farm. 

The petitioner shall never cease to render thanks to your goodness. 
JACQUES CLAMORGAN. 
Sr. Lovis, October 1, 1793. 


We, lieutenant governor, after having ascertained that the land asked for belongs to the King’s 
domain, and that the concession shall not be to the prejudice of any one, I certify to have put Mr. Jacques 
Glamorgan, residing in this town, in possession of the quantity of forty arpens in front by eighty arpens 
in depth, situated at about three leagues westwardly from the saline of the said Clamorgan, said saline 
known by the name of la Téte de Baeuf, on the river Maramec. On these forty arpens in front, that is to 
say, forty arpens at each end, by eighty arpens indepth, there are two large springs, distant from one 
another about one or two arpens, the waters of which empty into a branch of the Maramec, known by. , 
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the name of Fourche & Renaud, (Renaud’s fork,) the whole being bounded by his Majesty’s domain, as 
represented in the following plat. 

In testimony whereof, we have given the present (certificate) in the town of St. Louis of Illinois, 
October 4, 1793. . 
ZENON TRUDEAU. 


We, Don Zenon Trudeau, captain in the stationary regiment of Louisiana, lieutenant governor, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the western part of Illinois: 

In consequence of the demand to us made on the Ist instant, by Mr. Clamorgan, residing in this 
town of St. Louis, after having ourself put him in possession, according to the instrument drawn up by 
us on the 4th of same month, we have granted, and do grant, to the said Clamorgan, in fee simple, for 
him, his heirs or assigns, or any other who may represent his right, the quantity of forty arpens in front 
by eighty in depth. The said tract of land is situated on the river Maramec, at about three leagues, in a 
westerly direction, from the saline of said Clamorgan. On said tract, for which a concession is now 
granted, there are two large springs of water, at the distance of about one or two arpens from one 
another, where one James Head, an American, had formerly begun an improvement, which he has aban- 
doned since several years, without having asked, before his going away, any permission or concession, 
This grant is made to said Clamorgan for the purpose of raising cattle, and establishing such a stock 
farm as he shall think advantageous to his interest. This concession of forty arpens by eighty in depth, 
is bounded, as well on its two ends as on its two parallel sides, by his Majesty’s domain, and remains 
liable to all the charges, laws, or taxes, which it may please his Majesty to impose hereafter. 

ZENON TRUDEAU. 

Given in the town of Sr. Louis or Inuivors, October 5, 1793. 

Truly translated. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 

Sr. Lovis, August T, 1833. 
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172 | Jacques Clamor- | 3,200) Concession, 5th 
gan. | October, 1793. 


Zenon Trudeau. | Zenon Trudeau, 4th October, 1793; 
| _on the waters of Maramec; also, by 
| / James Rankin, D.S., 28th Februa- 
| | ry, 1806, and received for record by 
| | Soulard, 29th February, 1806. 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Jury 17, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. 
Penrose, Esq. 

The same, (Jacques Clamorgan,) claiming forty by eighty arpens of land situate as aforesaid, pro- 
duces a duly registered concession from Zenon Trudeau, dated 5th October, 1793, and a survey of the 
same, dated 28th, and certified 29th February, 1806. 

John Boli, being duly sworn, says that one James Head, who had lived on said land, moved out 
about ten years ago; that a person by the name of House afterwards moved on the same, raised two 
crops, and was afterwards, to wit, about ten years ago, killed by the Indians. Witness cannot tell for 
whose use he then cultivated the said land. The board reject this claim. They are satisfied that the 
said concession was granted at the time it bears date. See minutes, book No. 1, page 411. 


DecemBer 14, 1811. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Jacques Clamorgan, claiming forty by eighty arpens of land, (see book No. 1, page 411,) produces, 
also, record of a declaration from Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, that he had put claimant in pos- 
session of said land, with a figurative plat accompanying the same, dated 5th (4th) October, 1793. It is 
the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 519. 


Juty 8, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Jacques Clamorgan, by his legal representatives, William Clark and W. C. Carr, claiming forty by 
eighty arpens of land situated on the waters of the Maramec, (see record, book C, pages 188 and 189; 
livre terrien, No. 5, page 6; minutes, No. 1, page 411, and No. 5, page 519,) produces a paper pur- 
porting to be an original concession from Zenon Trudeau, dated 5th of October, 1793; also, deed of con- 
veyance. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
the said Zenon Trudeau. See book No. 6, page 221. 


Ocrozrer 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Jacques Clamorgan, claiming 3,200 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 221. 
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The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Jacques 
Clamorgan, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 37. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
BK. R. CONWAY. 





No. 173. 





Tuomas WILKINSON, CLAIMING 400 aRPENS. 


To Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant colonel by brevet, and lieutenant governor of the western part of Mlinois: 
Sir: The undersigned has the honor to represent to you, that, wishing to make a plantation, he 
prays you to be willing to grant to him four hundred arpens of land on Fify Beaugenou’s creck, adjoining 
on one side to the land of Joseph William, and on the others to the King’s domain. In so doing you will 
do justice. 
THOMAS WILKINSON. 
Sr. Lovis, October 22, 1796. 


Sr. Lovis, October 23, 1796. 
The surveyor of this jurisdiction, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the petitioner in possession of the 
quantity of land he asks for, provided the place designated belongs to the King’s domain, and is not pre- 
judicial to any person. 
ZENON TRUDEAU. 


Sr. Lovis, December 17, 1796. 

Mr. Thomas Wilkinson having made known to us that the land he asked for as above had been 
granted to one William, the surveyor shall'place him adjoining to one Arban, in the vicinity of the 
village of Florissant, provided, however, that the said place belongs to the King’s domain, and is not 
prejudicial to any person. ; 

ZENON TRUDEAU. 

Truly translated. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 

Sr. Lovts, August T, 1833. 
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173 | Thos. Wilkinson.| 400 | Concession, De- | Zenon Trudeau. | 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


OctoBer 26, 1808. 

Board met. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates. 

Alexander McNair, claiming 400 arpens of land, situated near the village of Florissant, district of 
St. Louis, as assignee of Jeremiah Connor, sheriff of St. Louis district, who sold the same as the property 
of Gregoire Sarpy, produces to the board a concession from Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, dated 
17th December, 1796, and an assignment from one James Williams, dated 2d March, 1797; also the deed 
of sheriff Conner to claimant, dated 29th June, 1808. 

This claim interfering with the following, the parties being present, agree that they shall be taken 
together by the board, and adjusted jointly, to wit: William Whitesides, assignee of James Williams, 
assignee of Thomas Wilkinson, claiming 440 arpens of land situated as above, produces to the board a 
notice to the recorder, dated 16th June, 1808; also, a deed from Wilkinson to Williams, dated Ist 
February, 1797; conveyance from Williams to claimant, dated September, 1805; recept dated 12th Sep- 
tember, same year, for consideration money. 

Elisha Harrington, sworn, says that Wilkinson gave Williams a cow and calf to build a house on 
the tract about 11 or 12 years ago; said Wilkinson lived in the house one winter, then sold to James 
Williams, who moved into the house and cleared some land. Laid over for decision. See bovk No. 3, 
page 327. 

JunE 26, 1810. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Alexander McNair, assignee of Jeremiah Connor, sheriff, who sold the same as the property of Gre- 
goire Sarpy, claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 3, page 327. William Whitesides, assignee of 
James Williams, assignee of Thomas Wilkinson, claiming the same tract of land. See book No. 3, page 
328. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 4, page 408. 

Jury 8, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Thomas Wilkinson, by Alexander McNair’s legal representatives, claiming 400 arpens of land on the 
waters of Fifi’s creek, county of St. Louis, (see record, book D, page 345; minutes, No. 3, pages 327 and 
328; No. 4, page 408,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Zenon Trudeau, 
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dated 17th December, 1796; also, deed from James Williams to Gregoire Sarpy, dated March 2, 1797; 
sheriff's deed to Alexander McNair, dated June 29, 1808. 
M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the decree of concession and signature to it are in the proper 
handwriting of Zenon Trudeau. See book No. 6, page 222. 
October 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Thomas Wilkinson, claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 222. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Thomas Wil- 
kinson, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No. 7, page 38. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 

JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 174.—Davin Kincam, cuatmine 500 arPEeNs. 


To Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
commander-in-chief of Upper Louisiana: 

David Kincaid, Roman Catholic, has the honor to represent to you that, with the consent of the 
government, he came over to this side, where he has chosen a piece of land on the domain of his 
Majesty, in order to make a plantation: therefore, he supplicates you to have the goodness to grant 
to him at the place he has chosen, the quantity of land corresponding to the number of persons in his 
family, composed of himself, his wife, and six children, The petitioner having the means necessary to 
improve a plantation, and having no other views but to live as a peaceable and submissive cultivator of 
the soil, hopes to deserve the favor which he solicits of your justice. 

DAVID KINCAID. 

Sr. Anpre, June 4, 1803. 

Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, with information that the above statement is true, and 
that the petitioner deserves the favor which he solicits. 

SANTIAGO MACKAY. 
Sr. Anprer, June 4, 1803. 
Sr. Lovts or Inirvots, June 14, 1803. 


In consequence of the information given by Don Santiago Mackay, commandant of the settlement of 
St. André, by which the number of persons composing the family of the petitioner is proven, the surveyor, 
Don Antonio Soulard, shall put him in possession of 500 arpens of land in superficie, in the place he asks 
for; which quantity corresponds to the number of persons in his family, according to the regulation governor 
general of the province. And this being executed, the party interested shall have to solicit the title of 
concession in form from the intendant general of the said province, to whom alone corresponds, by royal 
order, the distributing and granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Recorded No. 43. 
MACKAY. 


Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, July 27, 1833. 





ee 





im | & | 
= | Nameof original = | Nature and date | By whom granted.|. By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. | = of claim. | situation. 
A oe | 
| 
| | 
| Arps. | 
174 | David Kincaid..) 500 | Concession, 14th | Carlos Dehault James Mackay, 9th November, 
June, 1803. | Delassus. 1803; received for record by Sou- 
| 


lard, 27th February, 1806; on west 
fork of river Charette, six miles 
north of the Missouri. 














Evidence, with reference.to minutes and records. 
Aprin 2, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and James M. Don- 


aldson, Esq. 
David Kincaid, claiming as aforesaid, under the second section of the act, 500 arpens of land situate on 


a fork of the river Charette, district aforesaid, (of St. Charles, ) produces, as a special permission to settle, 
a concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated 14th June, 1803, and a certificate of survey, dated February 
29, 1806. 

Kincaid Caldwell, being duly sworn, says that claimant, having purchased the right of one Francis 
Woods to the said land, who had then a cabin on the same, did, in the year 1803, proceed to the building 
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. . . . . . . . ° 
of a house; that he had then a family, consisting of himself, a wife, and eight children; and that early in 
the spring of 1804, he moved on the said land, and has actually inhabited and cultivated it to this day. 

The board reject this claim. See No. 1, page 219. 


Aveust 3, 1807. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: The Hon. J. B. C. Lucas and Frederick Bates, 
Esq. 
David Kincaid, claiming under the second section of the act of Congress of the 2d of March, 1805, 
500 arpens of land, situate on the forks of the river Charette, district of St. Charles, produces, as a special 
permission to settle, a concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated the 14th of January, (June,) 1803, 
together with a plat of survey of the same, dated February 27, 1806. Laid over for decision. See book 
No. 3, page 31. 


NovemBer 20, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 

David Kincaid claiming 500 arpens of land situate on the fork of the river Charette, in the district 
of St. Charles. See book No. 1, page 219; book No, 3, page 31. It is the opinion of the board that 
this claim ought not to be granted. See book No, 4, page 200. 


Juty 8, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, commissioner, appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

David Kincaid claiming 500 aprens of land, (see record book B, page 189; minutes, No. 1, page 219; 
No. 3, page 31; No. 4, page 200,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, dated 14th June, 1803; also a plat and certificate of survey, certified by Antoine Sou- 
lard, 27th February, 1806, 

M. P. Ledue, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, and the signature to the certificate of survey is in the proper handwriting of 
Antoine Soulard, See book No. 6, page 223. 


Octoper 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
David Kincaid claiming 500 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 223. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said David Kin- 
caid, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 38. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 175.—Davin McKriyney, ciamine 590 ARPENS. 


To Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor, and commander-in-chief of Upper Louisiana, &c.: 

The petitioner, David McKinney, R. C., has the honor to represent to you that, with the permission 
of the government, he came over to this country, where he made choice of a piece of land on the south 
side of the Missouri; in consideration of which, he supplicates you to have the goodness to grant to him, 
at the same place, the quantity of land corresponding to the number of his family, which is composed of 
himself, his wife, seven children, and two slaves. The petitioner having all the means necessary to 
improve a farm, and having no other views but to live as a peaceable and submissive cultivator of the 
soil, hopes to deserve the favor which he solicits of your justice. 
DAVID McKINNEY. 
Sr. Anpre, June 14, 1860. 


Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, informing him at the same time, that the statement here 
above is true, and that the petitioner is worthy of the favor which he solicits. 
SANTIAGO MACKAY. 
Sr. Anpre, June 15, 1800. 


Sr. Louis or Intrnots, June 20, 1800. 


In consequence of the foregoing information from the commandant of St. André, Captain Don 
Santiago Mackay, the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of 590 
arpens of land in superficie, in the place where he asks, said quantity corresponding to the number of 
his family, according to the regulation of the governor of this province, which being executed, he shall 
make out a plat of his survey, delivering the same to said party, with his certificate, in order to serve to 
him to obtain the concession and title in form from the intendant general of these provinces, to whom 
alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and granting all classes of the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of land, of 590 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines run and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of David McKinney. Said measurement was made with the perch of the city 
of Paris, of eigkhteen French feet, lineal measure of the same city, according to the mode of measuring 
land in this province. This tract of land is situated on the north bank of the Missouri, about five miles 
above the river Charette, and at sixty-four miles west of St. Louis; bounded north-northwest, north- 
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northeast, and east-southeast, by vacant lands of the royal domain; on the south by the river Missouri, 
and on the west-northwest by lands of Lorenzo Sidney. Said survey and measuremeut was executed 
without regard to the variation of the needle, which is 7° 30° east, as appears by the foregoing figurative 
plat, on which is designated the dimensions, the courses of the lines, other boundaries, &c. ‘lhe said 
survey was executed by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub-delegate of the royal 
fisc, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated June 20, 1800, here annexed. In testimony whereof, I do vive 
the present, (certificate,) with the foregoing figurative plat, drawn conformably to the survey executed 
on the 8th of November, 1803, by the deputy surveyor, Don Santiago Mackay, who signed the minutes, 


to which I certify. 
ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 
Sr. Lovis or Inuivots, December 27, 1803. 
Truly translated from book C, pages 387 and 38. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lours, August 8, 1833. 


| | | 


| 





‘2 a 

a acct Ge? tae 

= Name of original, & | Nature and date |Bywhomgranted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 

= claimant. i os of claim. | situation, 

Zi | & | 
| Arps. | 

— . — et > " ° | es 

175 David McKinney | 590 | Concession, 20th) Carlos Dehault James Mackay, 8th November, 

| June, 1800. Delassus. 1803. Certified by Soulard, 8. G., 


27th December, 1803. On the Mis- 
| | sourl, five miles above river Cha- 
| | rette, Femme Osage settlement. 


| 
| 
| j 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Aprin 14, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B, C. Lucas, and James L. 


Donaldson, Esq. | 
David Mckinney, claiming 590 arpens of land situate on Femme Osage settlement, district of St. 
J? > ' 


Charles, produces a concession from Charles D, Delassus, dated June 20, 1800, and a survey of the same, 
dated December 27, 1803. 

Kincaid Caldwell, being duly sworn, says that some time in the year 1800, being at James Mac- 
kay’s, he was by him informed that one Francis Wayat had arrived from the county of Montgomery, in 
the State of Kentucky, and had applied for lands in behalf of a number of persons of that country 
wishing to remove to this, and that the said Mackay showed the witness a list of the names of the appli- 
cants, of which the said claimant was one. 

David Bryan, being also sworn, says that the said claimant improved said land in the year 1804, 
and raised a crop thereon. The board reject this claim. See book No. 1, page 232. 


Novemper 20, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 

David McKinney, claiming 590 arpens of land, situate on the river Femme Osage, in the district of 
St. Charles. See book No. 1, page 282. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be 
granted. See book No. 4, page 200. 

Jcry 8, 1833. 

Lewis F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

David McKinney’s legal representatives, claiming 590 arpens of land. See record book C, page 
36; minutes, book No. 1, page 232; No. 4, page 200, and No. 6, page 223. 


Octoper 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. IL. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
David McKinney, claiming 590 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 223. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said David Me- 
See book No. 7, page 38. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES Hl. RELFE, 
¥F. R. CONWAY. 


Kinney, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, 





No. 176.—Wiuitiram Davis, unpErR Barapa, cLatminc 800 aRPENs. 


To Mr. Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant colonel, lieutenant governor, and commander-in-chief of this western part 
of Illinois and dependencies: 
Sir: Antoine Barada, residing at Marais des Liards, with all the respect due, has the honor to repre- 
sent to you that, having lately married, and having no land on which to settle himself and make a plan- 
tation, in order to cultivate the soil, le supplicates you, sir, to be willing to grant to him, in fee simple, 
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for him, his heirs, or assigns, twenty arpens of land in front, by forty in depth, on the fork of the river 
following the lines of the other concessions, . . . . . . all granted; favor 
which he hopes to deserve of your justice. 
Sr, Lovrs or Insinors, August 10, 1797. 
Not knowing how to write, I have made a cross for a mark X. 


Sr. Lovts, August 10, 1797. 
Considering that the petitioner has no land, the surveyor of this jurisdiction shall put him in pos- 
session of the land he asks, immediately following those who have obtained some by decrees prior to the 
present one; and he shall make out a plat and certificate of his s survey, to serve to solicit the concession 
from the command: int general. 


ZENON TRUDEAU. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of land, of 800 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines run and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of William Davis, as being purchaser of the same, from the original owner, 
Antoine Barada; the measurement was made with the perch of the city of Paris, of 18 French feet, lineal 
measure of the same city, according to the mode of measuring land in this province. This land is situated 
at about 20 miles northwest of St. Louis, bounded on the neces ; north, and on the southwest } 
west, by vacant lands of the royal domain; on the southeast } south by the river Missouri, and on the 
northeast 4 east by lands of James Griffin, This survey and eens ment was made without regard to 
the v -ariation of the needle, which is 7 degrees 30 minutes east, as appears by the foregoing figurative 
plat, on which are design: sted the dimensions, courses of the lines, other boundaries, &e. Said survey 
was executed by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant governor, Don Zenon Trudeau, dated August 10, 
1799, here annexed. In testimony whereof, I do give the present (certificate, ) with the foregoing figs - 
rative plat, drawn conformably to the survey executed by the deputy surveyor, James Mackay, on the 
4th of February, 1804, who signed the minutes, to which | certify. 

ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 

Sr. Lovis or Inurnors, March 20, 1804. 

Truly translated from book D, page 203. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 

Sr. Louis, August 9, 1833. 














5 a | 
= Name oforiginal| = | Nature and date Bywhomgranted.; By whom surveyed, date, and 
S claimant. =e | of claim. situation. 
4 a | 
| Tee, 
Arps | 


176 Antoine Barada | 800 | Concession, 10th | Zenon Trudeau. 
August, 1797 


| James Mackay, 4th February, 
| 1804; certified by Soulard, 20th 
| March, 1804. St. Charles, about 
| twenty miles northwest of St. Louis. 














Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
OcropeR 18, 1811. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Thomas Gwinn, assignee of William Davis, assignee of Antoine Barada, alias Bardo, claiming 800 
arpens of land situate in the district of St. Charles, produces a concession from Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant 
governor, dated 10th August, 1797; a plat of survey, dated 4th February, certified 20th March, 1804; a 
transfer from Barada to Davis, dated 10th February, 1801; from Davis to claimant, dated 15th March, 
1807. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 378, 


Juty 8, 1833. 


L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Antoine Barada, by William Davis’ representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land in St. Charles 
county. See record book D, page 203; minutes, No. 5, page 3878. See No. 6, page 224. 


Ocroper 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. I. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Antoine Barada, claiming, by his legal representative, William Davis, 800 arpens of land. See 
book No. 6, page 224. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Antoine 
Barada, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 38. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
“, R. CONWAY. 
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No. 177.—Davip Hortne, cuamine 640 acres. 











i in | 
= Name of original) 2 | Nature and date ‘By whom granted.) — By whom surveyed, date, and 
5 | claimant. | s of claim. | | situation. 
a | | oO | | | 
| | | 
| Acres. | 
177 | David Horine.. | 640 | Settlement right. | teseeeeeeeeees | Sohn Stewart, deputy surveyor; 
| | February 12, 1806. Received for 
| | record by Soulard, surveyor gene- 
| | | ral, February 27, 1806; Richwoud’s, 
| | | | district of St. Genevieve. 
| | 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
NovemBer 20, 1811. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
David Horine, claiming 747 arpens 88 perches of land situate at Richwood’s, district of St. Gene- 
vieve, produces record of a plat of survey, dated February 12, and certified February 27, 1806. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 5, page 432. 


Juty 13, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

David Horine, claiming 640 acres of land, situate in the Richwood settlement, Washington county, 
on the waters of Big river, (see record book B, page 247; minutes, book No. 5, page 432,) produces a 
plat of survey, dated February 12, 1806. 

John Stewart, being of lawful age, and duly sworn upon his oath, doth depose and say, that on the 
12th day of February, 1806, he surveyed for David Horine a settlement or head right of 6394 acres and 
10 poles, including David Horine’s improvement; that, as to the settlement of the above claim, this depo- 
nent does not positively know but there were large white oak stumps that, from appearances, had been 
made into rails within the survey. Deponent says he neither saw a house nor enclosure at the time above 
mentioned, though there might have been without his seeing them, as his duties only required of him to 
make the survey. 

JOUN STEWART. 

Sworn to and subscribed, May 9, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


’ 


Benjamin Tlorine, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he was in the country before the change 
of government; that he is now fifty-six years of age; that David Horine came to the country in 1801; 
that at the time he came to the country, which was later than David Horine had come, there were corn- 
stalks in David Horine’s field; at the time he came, David Horine was living on the place which was 
afterwards surveyed by John Stewart for him, in the surveying of which he assisted in carrying the 
chain; that the land surveyed for David Horine was on the waters of Big river. 

BENJAMIN HORINE, 

Sworn to and subscribed May 9, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 232. 

June 17, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. S. Mayfield and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

In the case of David Horine, claiming 640 acres of land, see book No. 6, page 232. 

Benjamin Horine, being sworn, states on his oath that he came to this country on the 22d day of 
May, 1803; that David Horine was at that time in possession of the land above mentioned, on Big river, 
on which the said David Horine had in cultivation between four and five acres in corn. And deponent 
further states that the land was cultivated and possessed by the said David for fifteen years or more after- 
wards, that is to say, after the arrival of deponent in this country. Deponent further states that, in 
giving evidence on a former occasion, in relation to the above claim, the points to which his testimony 
now relates were not brought to his recollection by any questions or circumstances at the time of giving 
such testimony. Deponent further states that, by the will of David Horine, deceased, he has no interest 
or claim in or to the said estate of David, his deccased brother. See book No. 6, page 530. 


Jury 9, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. S. Mayfield, J. Il. Relfe and F. R. Conway, 
CommMmissloners. 
In the case of David Horine, claiming 640 acres of land, see book No. 6, page 232. 
John Stewart, duly sworn, says that he is about 65 years of age; that since 1802 he was personally 
acquainted in this country with David Horine, the claimant, and witness believes that said David had 
arrived in the country in the year 1801, and has ever since lived in the same. See book No. 7, page 5. 


Ocroper 15, 183 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

David Horine, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 232. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said David 
Horine, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 38. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
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No. 178.—Avevstr P. Cuovteav, cLammine 800 arPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Auguste Chouteau, jr., has the honor to represent to you, that having considered the dangers to 
which commerce is exposed, and being old enough to establish himself, he has thought better to give the 
preference to agriculture; consequently, he hopes that you will please receive his demand kindly, and 
give him proofs of that protection you have always granted to industry; therefore he has the honor to 
supplicate you to have the goodness to grant.to him the concession of a tract of land of eight hundred 
arpens in superficie, situated about sixty miles from the village of St. Genevieve, between Mine a 
Breton and the Old Mine, in such a manner that the spring, near which is the spot he has chosen to make 
his improvement, shall be included in the survey of said tract of land. The petitioner has the honor to 
inform you that he had obtained of your predecessor the promise of a concession for this same quantity 
of land, for the improvement of which he possesses all the means necessary, and this makes him hope 
that you will be pleased to do justice to his demand in such a way as to fulfill his views. 

AUGUSTE CHOUTEAU, Jr. 

Sr. Louis, January 5, 1800. 


Sr. Louis or Intrnors, January 5, 1800. 

Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land he solicits 
in the time fixed by the regulation of the governor general of this province, the surveyor, Don Antonio 
Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the 800 arpens of land in superficie, in the place 
indicated in his petition; which being executed, he shall make out a plat of his survey, delivering the 
same to said party, with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession and title in form 
from the intendant general of these provinces, to whom alone, by royal order, corresponds the distributing 
and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, July 25, 1833. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


1 do certify that a tract of land, of 800 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines run and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of Don Auguste Chouteau, jr.; said measurement was made with the perch of 
the city of Paris, of 18 French feet, lineal measure of the same city, according to the custom adopted in 
this provinee. This land is situated at fifty-three miles to the northwest quarter west from the post of 
St. Genevieve, and bounded to the north-northwest, south-southeast, and west-southwest, by vacant lands 
of the royal domain; and to the east-northeast by the lands of Elias Bates. Said survey and measure- 
ment was done without regard to the variation of the needle, which is 7 degrees 30 minutes east, as 
appears by the foregoing figurative plat, on which are noted the dimensions, courses of the lines, other 
boundaries, &c. Said survey was executed by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub- 
delegate of the royal fise, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, under date of 5th January, 1800, here annexed. 
In testimony whereof, | do give the present certificate, together with the foregoing figurative plat, drawn 
conformably to the survey executed by the deputy surveyor, Don Thomas Maddin, on the 6th of Septem- 
ber, 1803, who signed the minutes, to which I certify. 
ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 
St. Louis or Iniinots, January 15, 1804. 
Truly translated from the original. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 
Sr. Lovis, October 17, 1834. 


























r pb | | 
= Name of original = | Nature and date By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
a | claimant. & of claim. | situation. 
| et ii 
| | Arps. 
178 Auguste P.Chou- ; 800 | Concession, 5th | Carlos Dehault Thos. Madden, 6th September, 
teau. January, 1800. | Delassus. 1803; certified by Soulard, 15th 
| | | January, 1804; 53 miles N. W. 
| | 1 W. from St. Genevieve. 
| 
\ 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 5, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L- 


Donaldson, Esq. 

Auguste Chouteau, jr., claiming 800 arpens of land situate in the district of St. Genevieve, produces 
a concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated 5th January, 1800, and a survey of the same, taken 6th 
September, 1803, and certified 15th January, 1804. 

Auguste Chouteau, being duly sworn, says that, about five or six years ago, he was informed by 
claimant’s father that, in consequence of a recommendation from Gayoso de Lemos, he had obtained a 
number of concessions for himself and his children; and, further, that the above claimant was, about the 
time of obtaining said concession, of the age of eighteen years. 


o 
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Nicholas Boilevin, being also duly sworn, says that, about five or six years ago, claimant’s father, 
having obtained the said concession for said claimant, applied to witness, and agreed with him for the estab- 
lishing of the aforesaid tract of land; that the same is mine land; that accordingly, witness moved on it 
for claimant, built a house and out-houses; that he then began to work said land for mineral, and that 
the same has been actually worked and inhabited to this day; that claimant was born in the country, and 
claims no other land in his own name in the Territory. 

The board reject this claim, The board remark on the aforesaid three claims of Peter Chouteau, sr., 
Peter Chouteau, jr., and Auguste Chouteau, jr., that, from the testimony offered in the same, they were 
satisfied that Peter Chouteau, sr., enjoyed the highest confidence and favor of the Spanish government; 
was employed on the most confidential and important occasions; was the negotiator of Indian treaties, 
and much occupied in the Indian department; that he received no compensation for these various services, 
except a promise of command in the regular army, in which he was disappointed from the change of 
government; and that it was the intention and wish of the governor general and intendant that the lieu- 
tenant governor should favor him in all his undertakings, and assist him in the same. See minutes, No. 1, 
page 282. 

DecemBer 23, 1811. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Auguste Chouteau, jr., claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 282. 

It is the opinion of a majority of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. Frederick 
Bates, commissioner, forbears giving an opinion. See book No. 5. page 536. 

Jury 10, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Auguste P. Choteau, son of Peter Chouteau, sr., claiming 800 arpens of land situated in Washing- 
ton county, (see record book C, page 379; minutes, No. 1, page 282; No. 5, page 536,) produces a 
paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated January 5, 1800. 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
the said Carlos Dehault Delassus. 

The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, commissioner: 

Thomas Maddin, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he was deputy sur- 
veyor under the Spanish and American governments in Upper Louisiana; that while he was deputy sur- 
veyor under the Spanish government, he surveyed for Auguste Choteau, son of Don Pedro Chouteau, 800 
arpens of land, in virtue of a concession from the lieutenant governor of Louisiana, situated in Washing- 
ton county at this time, formerly St. Genevieve. This survey was made on December 6, 1803, and it is 
bounded as follows: beginning at a post, and making corner at Elias Bates’ land; thence south 20° 
sast 5 French perches to a stone near a post oak; south 70° west 20 perches to a stone near a post oak; 
28 to a stone near a white oak; north 20° west 2853 perches to a stone near a post oak; thence north 70° 
vast 280 perches, to the beginning. Deponent further states that, at the time this tract of land was 
surveyed by him, there was a house on the same, occupied by the agent of the said Chouteau, who had 
negroes working on the land at the time. Deponent further says he filed a regular plat of survey of this 
tract, which was recorded at St. Louis, to which deponent refers. 

THOMAS MADDIN. 


Sworn to and subscribed May 11, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Joseph Becquet, sr., being duly sworn, deposes and says that Auguste Chouteau, son of Pierre 
Chouteau, occupied and cultivated, by. their agent, Nicolas Boilevin, a concession of land, quantity not 
recollected, joining the Old Mine tract or concession. Deponent further states that they had in cultiva- 
tion, in the year 1804, four or five acres of land; he says said Chouteau had said land in possession some 
years before, how many he dves not remember. Deponent says that, before and during the year 1804, he 
had negroes working on his property owned by said Chouteau, as well as hired white men in the employ- 
ment of Mr. Chouteau or his agent. Deponent further states said tract of land has been occupied and 
cultivated ever since by Chouteau, or persons under him. 

JH. BECQUET. 


Sworn to and subscribed May 11, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 229. 


Jury 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. H. Relfe and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

In the case of Auguste P. Chouteau, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see book No. 6, page 229,) claim- 
ant produces a paper purporting to be an original plat of survey of said land, dated 6th September, 1803, 
by Thomas Maddin, deputy surveyor, and certified 15th January, 1804, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor 
general. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to the said plat and certificate of survey, is in 
the proper handwriting of the said A. Soulard. See book No. 7, page 1. 


Ocrozper 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present, F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Auguste P. Chouteau, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 229, 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Auguste P. 
Chouteau, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 39. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
F. R. CONWAY. 







































































1835. ] LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 819 





—_—— 


No. 179.—Tuerese Crety, cLamine 3,528 arpvens. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Therese Crély, wife of Louis Tesson Honoré, has the honor to supplicate you to condescend to take 
into consideration her unhappy situation, and that of her children, ruined by a writ of execution issued 
against the property of her husband, to whom there remains no kind of means for the support of her 
family. The heart of your petitioner, rent by such a desperate situation, sees no other resource but in 
your natural goodness, and in the generosity of the government, which has always been the protector of 
the unfortunate; full of confidence, and assured of the help of some friends, she flatters herself to be 
able to procure the means of establishing a stock farm; therefore, she claims of your justice that you 
will be pleased to grant to her a concession for a tract of land of 3,528 arpens in superficie, or the half 
of a league square, situated on the north side of the river called & Geoffrion, at the distance of about 
sixty leagues from this town. Your petitioner has the honor to observe that, at that distance, lands are 
of no value, and are not asked for by anybody; that those remote settlements are subject to dangers on 
account of the Indians who are hovering along the Missouri in the hunting seasons; but those dangers 
appear of little consequence to her when she hears the cry of nature, and considers that there is no other 
means left her to snatch her family from the grasp of misery. Having the greatest confidence in your 
compassionate feelings, she hopes that the short sketch she has submitted of her woful situation will 
secure to her the favor which she solicits of your justice. 

her 
THERESE CRELY XK HONORE TESSON. 
mark. 

J. Bre. Hureacx, witness of the mark. 

Sr. Louts, Apri 2, 1808. 


Sr. Louis or Iniivors, April 6, 1803. 

Being fully convinced of the situation in which the petitioner, as she states, finds herself with a 
numerous family, and it being important to the general welfare that those parts, so remote from these 
posts, should be settled, as well for the advantage of travelers, hunters, and Indian traders, as in order 
to put a stop to the incursions of the Indians, I do grant to her one-half league (square) conformably 
to her demand, on express condition that she is to inhabit, clear and cultivate the same, in part, as 
her short means will permit, without delay; and the said concession shall remain secured to her and her 
children, it being out of the power of any of her husband’s creditors, or her own, to pretend or claim 
anything against said concession, either for debts heretofore contracted, present or future; the same 
having to retain its whole value for the benefit of the petitioner, and afterwards pass over to her 
children; and when her means will permit, and the settling of those remote parts shall require, the peti- 
tioner shall apply to the surveyor, in order to have the said concession surveyed; and said survey shall 
serve to solicit the title of concession from the intendant, to whom corresponds, by the King’s order, the 
granting of all classes of lands of the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated from Spanish record of concessions, book No. 2, pages, 59, 60 and 61. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louts, August 10, 1833. 
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179 | Therese Crély, | 3,528 | Concession, 6th | Carlos Dehault | On the north side of river Geoff- 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


November 2, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Therese Crély, wife of Louis Tesson Honoré, claiming 3,528 arpens of land, situate on the north 
side of river Geoffrion, district of St. Charles, produces a concession from Charles D., Delassus, lieutenant 
governor, dated 6th of April, 1803. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 


page 396. 


Jury 16, 1833. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

Therese Crély, wife of Tesson Honoré, by her legal representatives, claiming 3,528 arpens of land 
on the north side of the river Geoffrion. See book D, page 129; Spanish record of concessions, book No. 
2, pages 58, 59 and 60; minutes, No. 5, page 396. 

Col. Thomas H. Benton, being duly sworn, says that about fourteen or fifteen years ago the original 
concession, on which this claim is founded, was pnt in his hands by Therese Crély Tesson Honoré, and 
her son, Louis Honoré, to draw a petition upon it to Congress for its confirmation; the petition was 
drawn and sent on, and he believes the original was sent on with it; that he has since, at the request of 
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those interested, searched among his papers for the original, but could not find them, and does not know 
where they are. Deponent further says that the papers had all the appearance of genuine papers. See 
book No. 6, page 234. 

June 10, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. 8. Mayfield and F. R. Conway, commissioners, 

In the case of Therese Crély, claiming 3,528 arpens of land, see book No, 6, page 234. 

Pierre Chouteau, senior, duly sworn, says that, in 1800, Tesson Honoré, the husband of said Therese 
Crély, came to ask of the depone nt if he could help him to make an establishment on river Ge offrion, 
now called Two Rivers; that deponent lent him a sum of money, and the said Honoré immediately hired 
several men, went on said tract, built houses, cleared lands, hi ad a good stock of cattle, and lived there 
with his wife and father-in-law; that, in 1803, deponent, on his way to Prairie du Chien, saw said 
improvement; he does not recollect of having seen a field, but saw a large garden, dwelling-house, out- 
houses and stables; that said Tesson remained on said tract until driven away by Indian depredations, 
Deponent further says that although said Tesson owed him at his death the sum of $1,200, he has no kind 
of interest in the claim, 

Jacques Metté, duly sworn, says that thirty-four years ago, on the 15th of June, he passed on the 
tract claimed; that he saw a dwe ling-house and out- = eng a warden of about two and one-half arpens; 
that, back of ‘the buildings, there was an enclosure of seven or cight arpens, where the cattle were then 
kept; that said Honoré was living on said place with his wife and children. Sce book No. 6, page 528. 


Ocroper 16, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Therese Crély, claiming 3,528 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 23 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Therese 
Crély, or to her legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 39. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
FB. R. CONWAY. 





No. 180.—Gapriet Lorp, ciaimmxe 400 ArPENs. 


Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Sir: Gabriel Lord has the honor to represent to you that he would wish to make an establishment in 
the upper part of this province, where he has been residing for some time; therefore, he prays you to grant 
to him a tract of land of four hundred arpens, in superficie, to be taken on the vacant lands of his M: ajesty’s 
domain, in the place which shall be most convenient to the interest of your petitioner, who presumes to 


expect this favor of your justice. 
his 

; GABRIEL XK LORD. 

Sr. Lours, July 10, 1800. mark. 


Sr. Lovis or Iniivots, July 12, 1800. 


Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land he solicits, 
I do grant to him and his heirs the land he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of anybody; and 
the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he 
asks for, in a vacant place in the royal domain; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat of his 
survey, delivering the same to said party, with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the title in 
form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and granting 


all classes of lands, &e. 
JARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of the settlements of Upper Louisiana. 


I certify that a tract of land, of 360 arpens in superficie, was measured, the lines run and bounded, 
in favor and in presence of Gabriel Lord. Said measurement was made with the perch of the city of 
Paris, of 18 French feet, lineal measurement of the same city, and the survey was done without regard 
to the variation of the nee dle, which is seven degrees, thirty minutes cast, as appears in the foregoing 
figurative plat. This land is situated at the Sp: anish sw amp to the north thirteen degrees west of this 
town, bounded north by lands of Vincent Carico; south, by lands of widow Rigauche; east, in part, by 
lands of Pascal Cerré, and part by those of Jacques St. Vrain; and west, by lands of Vincent Carico, 
On said plat the dimensions, courses of the lines, other boundaries, &c., are designated. The survey was 
executed by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub-de legate of the royal fisc, Don Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, under date of July 12th, 1800, here annexed. In testimony whereof, I do give the 
present certificate, with the foregoing fi firurative plat, drawn conformably to the survey execute .d by the 
deputy surveyor, James Mackay, on the 3d December, 1803, and who signed the minutes, to which I 


certify. 
ANTONIO SOULARD, S. G. 
Sr. Louis or Iturnois, August 28, 1803. 


Nora.—The survey of the said land was not made in presence of the proprie tor, as expressed in the 
foregoing certificate of survey, but was made in presence of Don Santiago St. Vrain, as agent of the said 
proprietor, by virtue of a power to him given, and annexed to the petition of the interested, 

SOULARD. 

Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, August 7, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Novemser 25, 1811. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Jacques St. Vrain, assignee of Gabriel Lord, claiming 360 arpens of land situate on the Spanish 
ponds, district of St. Louis, produces record of concession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, 
dated 12th July, 1800; record of a plat of survey, dated 3d December, 1803, certified 23d August, 1803. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 

o ? 

5, page 448. 


Juty 24, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: Lewis F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F, R. Con- 
way, commissioners, 

Gabriel Lord, by his assignees, Vincent Carica, claiming 400 arpens of land, (see record book C, 
page 323; book No. 5, page 448,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, dated July 12th, 1800; also a plat of survey, executed by Mackay, and certified by 
Soulard, August 3, 1803, for 360 arpens, 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, and the signature to the plat and certificate of survey is in the proper hand- 
writing of Antoine Soulard. 

Daniel Quick, being duly sworn, says that about the year 1811 or 1812, the said Gabriel Lord hired 
hands to work on said land, and that it has been cultivated ever since by said Lord, or under him. See 
minutes, book No, 6, page 237. 


Octoser 16, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relf, 
commissioners, 
Gabriel Lord, claiming 400 arpens of land, See book No. 6, page 237. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 360 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Gabriel Lord, or to his legal representatives, according to the survey. Sce book No. 7, page 39. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No. 181.—Avevstr GamacHe, cLapmne 300 ARPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Auguste Gamache, jr., residing in the village of Carondelet, where all his family is settled, and 
father of two children, wishing to make a plantation for himself, has the honor to supplicate you to have 
the goodness to grant to him the quantity of three hundred arpens of land in superficie, corresponding 
to the number of persons composing his family. The said land is situated on the south side of the 
Maramec, at some distance from its mouth, in such a way as not to be prejudicial to any other concessions 
which might have been granted at the same place. The petitioner hopes to deserve this favor of your 
justice. 

his 
AUGUSTE X GAMACHE. 
mark. 

Sr. Lovis, December 20, 1799. 

As witness of the signature: 

ANTONIO SOULARD. 


Sr. Lovts or Inuinots, December 20, 1799. 


Considering that the petitioner has been a long time in this country, and that his family is numerous 
enough to obtain the quantity of land which he solicits, the surveyor, Don Antonia Soulard, shall put the 
party interested in possession of the same, and shall make out a plat and certificate of his survey in 
continuation of this, in order to serve to solicit the concession from the intendant general of these pro- 
vinces, to whom alone corresponds, by his Majesty’s order, the distributing and granting all classes of 
lands of the royal domain. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 

Truly translated from book E, page 319. 

JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, August 10, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Jury 26, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A, G, Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commiussloners, 

Auguste Gamache, by his legal representatives, claiming three hundred arpens of land, under a 
concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated December 20, 1799. See record book E, page 319; book 
No. 6, page 238. 

Avevst 17, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A, G, Harrison, and F, R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Auguste Gamache, claiming three hundred arpens of land, see page 238 of this book, 
(No. 6.) 

Paul Robert, being duly sworn, says that in the year of the earthquakes in this country, (to wit, 
1811,) he was employed by Jeremiah Connor, then sheriff of St. Louis county, to aid in surveying the 
above-mentioned tract; that said survey embraced also, as witness understood, a tract of one thousand 
and fifty arpens, belonging to the claimant and John Baptiste Gamache, jointly, and that the claimant, 
Auguste Gamache, was present when the tract was surveyed; that he was informed Connor had a judg- 
ment against John Baptiste Gamache, and his object was to ascertain the situation of the land, to enable 
him to give a description of the tract, for the purpose of exposing it to public sale; that, in or about the 
year 1816, Mr. Philip Fine rented the said three hundred arpens tract of Auguste Gamache, and he, 
the deponent, owing Fine, paid part of the rent for him to Gamache, and that he always understood the 
tract to belong to said Gamache; that about thirty-one or thirty-two years ago he saw corn growing on 
this tract, and, as well as he can recollect, the field contained some eight or ten acres, See minutes, 
book No. 6, page 244. 

Aveust 22, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F, R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Auguste Gamache, claiming three hundred arpens of land, see No. 6, pages 238 and 244, 

Joseph Gamache, duly sworn, says he knows that, twenty-six years ago, Auguste Gamache went 
with his, the deponent’s father, to J. Brindley, who was then working on said land, and told him it was 
his, Auguste Gamache’s land, by virtue of a concession granted to him by the Spanish government, but 
said Brindley did not mind him, and continued to work on said land. See No. 6, page 247. 


Octoser 16, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Auguste Gamache, claiming three hundred arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 238. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Auguste 
Gamache, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 40. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 182.—Bazite Desnoyers, CLAIMING 800 ARPENS. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Feprvary 4, 1813. 
Bazile Desnoyers’ legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land on river Maramec, county of 
St. Louis. See notice in book F, page 96. 
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Louis Courtios, duly sworn, says that, about 30 years ago, Bazile Desnoyers inhabited and cultivated 
the above tract during six consecutive years. He had a wife and two Indian slaves. See recorder’s 
minutes, page 40. 


Avevust 12, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

Bazile Desnoyers, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land on the right bank of the 
Maramec. See book F, page 96; recorder’s minutes, page 40. 

Laurent Reed, duly sworn, says that Bazile Desnoyers cultivated said tract of land about 40 years 
ago, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same for about five or six years consecutively, until he 
was plundered and driven away by the Indians. See book No. 6, page 242. 


Ocroser 16, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J.S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Bazile Desnoyers, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 242. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said Bazile 
Desnoyers, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 40. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 183.—Cnaries Tayon, gr., CLAIMING- 800 ARPENS. 


To Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 

Charles Tayon, jr., son of the commandant of the post of St. Charles of Missouri, has the honor to 
represent, that being on the eve of establishing himself, and considering agriculture as a resource less 
liable to human changes, and affording the best means of securing landed property to his family, he 
expects of your goodness and justice that, in consideration of his father’s services, and of the zeal which 
himself has manifested in all instances when he has been employed in the public service, you will be 
pleased to grant him a tract of land, of 800 arpens, in superficie, to be taken in the district of St. Charles, 
on the north side of the Missouri; this first favor of the government shall be to him a motive of encourage- 
ment, which will increase his desire of rendering himself more and more useful in the public service. 

CHARLES TAYON, Jr. 

Sr. Lovrs, October 17, 1802. 


Sr. Lovis or Inurors, October 18, 1802. 


Whereas we are assured that the petitioner has sufficient means to improve the lands which he 
solicits, Ido grant to him and his heirs, the land he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of any one; 
and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of 
land he asks for, in the place indicated; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat of his survey, 
delivering the same to the party, with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession 
and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the distributing 
and granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Rece’d No. 50. 

MACKAY. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 


Sr. Lovis, August 14, 1833. 
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183 | Charles Tayon, jr.|. 800 | Concession, 18th | Carlos Dehault John McKinney, D. 8., 13th Feb- 
Oct., 1802. Delassus. ruary, 1806. Received for record 
by A. Soulard, 5. G., 28th Febru- 
ary, 1806. On the Missouri, dis- 
trict of St. Charles. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
December 10, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Charles Tayon, jr., claiming 800 arpens of land situate on the Missouri, district of St. Charles, pro- 
duces record of a concession from Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 18th October, 1802; record of a 
plat of survey, dated 13th February, and certified 28th February, 1806. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 506. 
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Aveust 14, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F, Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

Charles Tayon, jr., by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see record book C, 
page 336; No. 5, page 506, (produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, dated 18th October, 1802; also depositions taken November 14th, 1817, before Andrew 
Wilson, justice of the peace; also deeds of conveyances. 

M. P. Le Due, sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of Carlos 
Dehault Delassus. See minutes, book No. 6, page 243. 

Ocroser 16, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. Il. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Charles Tayon, jr., claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 243. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Charles 
Tayon, jr., or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No, 7, page 40. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES If. RELFE, 
KF. R. CONWAY. 





No. 184.—Tuomas Mapptiy, cuamine 6,000 arrens. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, Nieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 

Thomas Maddin, R. C., formerly an inhabitant of the United States, and settled on this side of the 
Mississippi, with his numerous family, since a number of years, owner of slaves, and deputy surveyor 
for the posts of St. Genevieve and New Bourbon, has the honor, respectfully, to represent, that having 
but an insufficient quantity of land to exert his industry, and to maintain a great number of cattle, he 
would wish to obtain from the generosity of the government the same favor which it has been pleased to 
grant to all those who wanted to establish stock farms; therefore, full of confidence in your justice, and 
in the perfect knowledge you have of his conduct and his means, he has the honor, respectfully, to sup- 
plicate you to have the goodness to grant to him, in full property, a concession for a tract of land of 
6,000 arpens in superficie, to be taken in a vacant place of the domain, situated in the districts of St. 
Genevieve and New Bourbon. Your petitioner having no other views but to continue to live as a peace- 
able and submissive cultivator of the soil, and to bring up his family in the same principles, hcepes that 
you will be pleased to do justice to his demand in a way favorable to the accomplishment of his views. 

THOMAS MADDIN, 


Str. Louis or Inuivots, January 15, 1800. 


Considering that the petitioner is one of the first settlers in this country, who came from the United 
States, and whose known conduct and personal merit are recommendable, and being satisfied to evidence 
as to the truth of what he states in his petition; the whole being supported by the information given by 
the commandant of the post of New Bourbon, captain of militia, Don Pedro Delassus Deluziere, I do 
grant to him and his heirs the land which he solicits, provided it is not prejudicial to anybody; and the 
surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he 
asks, in a vacant place of the royal domain; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat of his 
survey, delivering the same to said party, with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the con- 
cession and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the 
distributing and granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


We, the undersigned, civil and military commandant of the post of New Bourbon, do certify to the 
lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, that the statement in the present petition is very exact, sincere, 
and true; and that the petitioner deserves under all points of view, to obtain the concession of 6,000 
arpens of land he asks for, in a vacant place of the King’s domain, and laying, in parts, in the districts 
St. Genevieve, and of New Bourbon, in order to make thereon a stock farm, as much on account of the 
essential services he has frequently rendered to the inhabitants of the said two districts, in his capacity 
of deputy of the King’s surveyor, as because he is very honest, and well versed in the art of good culti- 
vation; that he has a great number of cattle, and sufficient means to establish, very advantageously, the 
said stock farm. 

Done in New Bovrnon, January 10, 1800. PRE. DELASSUS DECUZIERE. 

Francisco Vattr, Commandant of St. Genevieve. 


The petitioner has the honor to represent to you that not having found a sufficient quantity of land 
suitable to his views, in one of the districts mentioned in his petition, he prays you to grant him 4,000 
arpens in the district of St. Genevieve, situated at‘a place where there is a large spring which empties 
into the river Du Chevreuil (Deer creek) bounded by a small branch of Grand river, about three miles 
east of the Old Mine; and the other 2,000 arpens remaining on river Aux Vases, on the north branch, 
above the concession of Mr. St. Vrain. 

THOMAS MADDIN. 


Sr. Genevieve, March 1, 1800. 
Sr. Louis, March 15, 1800. 


Permission is given to the petitioner to take the concession in the place he asks for, provided it is 
not to the prejudice of anybody, whether he establishes his stock farm now, or in a more remote time, 


DELASSUS. 
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The said title of concession has been registered, and its compared copy deposited in the archives of 
the post of New Bourbon, under No. 50. 
D. LS. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B.C. 
Sr. Lovis, September 3, 1833. 
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Aux Vases. 
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= | Name of original; & | Nature and date By whom granted.) By whom surveyed, date, and 
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| | | 
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184 | Thos. Maddin, sr. | 2,000 Concession, 15th | Carlos Dehault 2,000 arpens, by Nathaniel Cook, 

| | January, 1800, | Delassus. D. S., 14th December, 1805;  re- 
| | for 6,000 ar- | ceived for record by A. Soulard, 5. 
| | pens. | G., 27th February, 1806; on river 
} | 
| { 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


JUNE 23, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon, Clement B. Penrose and Jame< L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

Thomas Maddin, senior, claiming 6,000 arpens of land situate in the district of St. Genevieve, pro- 
duces a concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated January 15, 1800, a certificate of survey of 2,000 
arpens, dated 14th December, 1805, and a further warrant of survey for 4,000 arpens, in consequence of 
the said claimant not having found more than 2,000 arpens in compliance with the aforesaid concession, 
the same dated 15th March, 1800, and another certificate of survey of 4,000 arpens, dated December 1, 
1803. 

The board reject this claim, and call for further proof of the date of said concession; they observe that 
the said claimant had, at the time of obtaining said concession, a wife and seven children, and seven 
slaves; was a surveyor of the said district, in which capacity he acted from the year 1797 until the change 
of government. See book No, 1, page 334. 


Avevst 23, 1810. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 

Thomas Maddin, senior, claiming 6,000 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 334. It is the opinion 
of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 4, page 470. 

: Aveust 27, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present; L. F. Linn, A. G Harrison, and F, R. Conway, 
commissioners, 

Thomas Maddin, senior, claiming 2,000 arpens of land, the residue of a concession originally for 6,000 
arpens, (of which 4,000 arpens have been confirmed, see Bates’ Decisions, page 35,) situated on the waters 
of river Aux Vases—see book No. 1, page 334; No. 4, page 470; record book A, page 516—produces 
a paper purporting to be an original concession from Charles Dehault Delassus, dated 15th January, 1800, 
with an additional permit to take the said quantity of land in two different places, and also a recommenda- 
tion from Pierre Delassus Deluziere, commandant of New Bourbon. 


The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, Esq., one of the commissioners: 


State oF Missouri, County of St. Genevieve: 

John Baptiste Vallé, aged about 72 years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith 
that he was well acquainted with Pierre Delassus Deluzicre; that he has frequently seen him write; that 
he was the commandant of the post and district of New Bourbon in the year 1800; and that the name 
and signature to the recommendation for said grant, dated the 10th of January, in the year aforesaid, is 
the proper name and signature, and in the proper hand of the said Pierre Delassus Deluziere. And this 
deponent further says that he was well acquainted with Charles Dehault Delassus; that he has frequently 
seen him write; that he was the lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 1800; 
and that the name and signature, and handwriting to the said concession, from said Charles Dehault 
Delassus, of the 15th of January, 1800, and of the 15th of March, in the same year, to said Thomas 
Maddin, for said 6,000 arpens of land, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting 
of the said Charles Dehault Delassus. And this deponent further says that, at the date of the grant 
aforesaid, the said Thomas Maddin was a citizen and resident in the then province of Upper Louisiana; 
that he had a large family, slaves, stock, and other property, and was enterprising and industrious, and 
that the said Maddin has been from thence hitherto, and still is, a citizen and resident in the country; 
that he opened a large farm, and built a grist mill and saw mill on some of the land coneeded to him. 

J. BTE. VALLE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners, &e., this 4th day of May, 
1833. 

lL. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 255. 


VoL. Viui——1 04 F 
























































826 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1336. 





Octoser 16, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. Il. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
Thomas Maddin, claiming 2,000 arpens of land. See book No, 6, page 255. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Thomas 
Maddin, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 40. 
JAMES 8. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 185.—Crartes Vaue, cLamine 160 arrens. 
Don Francisco Cruzat, lieutenant colonel of infantry, (by brevet, ) commander-in-chief and lieutenant governor 
of the western part and district of Illinois. 

Having examined the present memorial, which has been presented to me by Charles Vallé, aninhabi- 
tant of this town of St. Louis, under date of the 3d of June of this current year, I have granted to the 
above-named, in fee simple, for him, his heirs, or others who may represent his right, four arpens of land 
in front, by forty in depth, on the river called La Glaize a Bequette, the said tract beginning at the bank of 
the river, and joining on one side to one Alexis Loise, and on the other to the King’s domain, on condition to 
establish the same in the term of one year from thisday; and the said land shall be liable to public charges 
and others which it may please his Majesty to impose; and, on the contrary, they shall be reincorporated 
to the royal domain. 
FRANCISCO CRUZAT. 
Given in Sr. Lovis or Inunots, June 5, 1782. 
Truly translated from livre terrien, No. 4, page 4. ' 

JULIUS DE MUN, T. B. C. 
Sr. Lours, August 13, 1834. 
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185 | Charles Vallé .. | 160 | Concession, Octo- | FranciscoCruzat.| On Glaize & Bequette, (Bequette’s 
| ber 5, 1782. | | lick,) on the Mississippi. 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Aveust 27, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners, 

Charles de Vallé, by his legal representatives, claiming four arpens of land in front, by forty arpens 
in depth, situated at Glaize & Bequette, on the Mississippi. See livre terrien, No. 4, page 4; record 
book F, page 190. 

Jean Baptiste Maurice, alias Chatillon, being duly sworn, says that he was born on the 4th of March, 
59, at the town of Kaskaskia, Illinois; that he came to St. Genevieve in or about the year 1766 or 
67; that he traveled several times from St. Genevieve up to St. Louis and Carondelet, and resided at 
Carondelet ever since 1787 or 1788; that about the year 1783 or 1784 the said Charles Vallé inhabited and 
cultivated the said tract of land; that he, said deponent, put up at the house of said Charles Vallé, on said 
tract of land, several times until the year 1787, or thereabouts, when said claimant moved from said tract 
of land on account of Indian depredations. See book No. 6, page 257. 


/ 
i 
T 


Octoser 16, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. I. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Charles Vallé, claiming 160 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 25’. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Charles Valle, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 40. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE, 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 186.—Lovis Tayon, cLatMinc 800 aRPENs. 
To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, Uieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Louis Tayon, son of the commandant of the post of St. Charles of Missouri, has the honor of repre- 
senting to you that, being on the point of establishing himself, and considering agriculture as the resource 
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the least liable to human vicissitudes, and as offering the best means of ensuring a real estate to his 

family, expects that, in consideration of his father’s services, and of the zeal which himse If manifested on 

all occasions wherein he was required to act in the public service, you will be ple vased to grant to him a 

concession for 800 arpens of land in superficie, to be taken in the district of St. Charles, on the north 

side of the Missouri. This first favor of the government will be to the petitioner a cause of encourage- 

ment, which shall yet increase his desire to render himself more and more useful to the public service. 
LOUIS TAYON. 

Sr. Lotrs, October 17, 1802 


Sr. Louis or Ittrors, October 18, 1802. 


Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land which he 
solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the land he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of any one; 
and the sur veyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land 
he asks for, in the place indicated; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat, delivering the same 
to said party, together with his certificate, in order to serve him to obtain the concession and title in form 
from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and granting all 
classes of land of the royal domain, 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS 

vd No. 51. MACKAY. 

Truly translated from the original. 

JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 

Sr. Louis, August 13, 1834. 
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186 | Louis Tayon... | 800 | Concession, 18th; Carlos Dehault John McKinney, 14th February, 

October, 1802. Delassus. 1806; received for record by Sou- 

lard, 28th February, 1806; on the 

Missouri. 














Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
December 10, 1811. 

Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Louis Tayon, claiming 800 arpens of land, situate on the Missouri, district of St. Charles, produces 
record of a concession, dated October 18, 1802, from Delassus, lieutenant governor; record of a plat of 
survey, dated 14th, and certified 28th February, 1806, 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5 
page 513. 


’ 


NovemBer 1, 1833. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 
Louis Tayon, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see record book C, page 
367; book No. 5, page 51 3.) produces a paper, purporting to be an original concession, from Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, dated 18th October, 1802. See book No, 6, page 289. 


Ocroper 16, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Louis Tayon, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 289. 
The board are un mimously of opinion, that this claim ought to be veslioiana to the said Louis Tayon, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 40. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
R. CONWAY. 





No. 187 





SNTON, CLAIMING 640 ACREs. 
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187 | Elijah Benton.. | 640 | Settlement right. | .....eeeeeeeee John Stewart, deputy surveyor, 
| 12th February, 1806; received for 
record by A. Soulard, surveyor gene- 
ral, 27th February, 1806. On Big 
river, district of St. Genevieve. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Feprvary 23, 1808. 

Board met on application of a claimant. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, 
and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Elijah Benton, claiming 640 acres of land, situate on the west side of Big river, district of St. 
Genevieve, produces to the board a plat of survey, dated 12th February, 1806, and certified by Antoine 
Soulard, 27th November, 1806. 

John Jones duly sworn says, that claimant built a cabin on said tract of land, in the fall of 1804, 
raised a crop in 1805, and has inkabited and cultivated the same to this day; further says, that claimant 
had a wife and 11 children in the fall of 1804. 

Claimant acknowledges that he never had any permission to settle. See book No. 3, page 185. 

NovemBer 25, 1808. 

Board met. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, 
commissioners. 

Elijah Benton, claiming 640 acres of land, situate on Negro fork of Maramec river. 

Francis Wideman sworn says, that in 1799, Francois Vallé, commandant of St. Genevieve, gave 
him, witness, with his family and connections, as many as he could induce to come to the country, 
permission to settle, provided they would settle on the frontier, fifteen miles in front of the settlements; 
that he then wrote to his connections to come to the country; that claimant came to the country in con- 
sequence of this letter, and that he is a brother-in-law of witness. Laid over for decision. See book No. 
3, page 369. 

JuNE 4, 1810. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Klijah Benton, claiming 748 arpens and 68 perches of land. See book No. 3, pages 185 and 369. It 
is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 361. 

Novemser 19, 1833. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn, A. G. Harrison, and F. R. Conway, 
commissioners. 

Elijah Benton, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land on Big river, about six or 
seven miles from Michael Horine’s. See book No. 3, pages 185 and 369; No. 4, page 361; record book 
B, page 346. 

John Stewart, of Jefferson county, being duly sworn says, that he was well acquainted with the 
said Elijah Benton, and knows the tract claimed; that in August or September of the year 1803, he was 
on the tract claimed, and then there was a field of corn of some three or four acres, a garden, a@ com- 
fortable cabin and out-house; and, to his knowledge, said tract has been inhabited and cultivated ever 
since, by whom he cannot say. 

Mason Frisell, the present claimant, observes to the board, that the above witness, John Stewart, is 
a different man than John Stewart, of Washington county, who gave testimony in the same case before 
L. F. Linn, commissioner. See book No, 6, page 339. 

NovemsBer 30, 183: 

F. R. Conway appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of Elijah Benton, claiming 640 acres of land, (see page 339, of No. 6,) claimant 
produces to the board, a paper purporting to be the original survey of the land claimed, said survey 
made by John Stewart, and dated 12th February, 1806; received for record by Soulard, February 27, 1806. 


The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, commissioner: 

John Stewart, being of lawful age, and duly sworn, upon his oztii deposes and says that, on the 
12th day of February, 1806, he surveyed for Elijah Benton a head or settlement right of 640 acres, includ- 
ing his improvement on Big river; that, at the time this deponent was on the said tract of land to survey 
the same (at the time above mentioned), there had been, from the appearance of the field, at least two 
crops made on the place, and, from the appearance of the houses, there was reason to believe that they 
had been used for two or three years. The deponent further states that he feels great confidence in the 
belief that at least two crops had been raised on this tract of land at the time he surveyed the same. 


JOUN STEWART. 


Benjamin Horine, being duly sworn, upon his oath deposes and says that he was in this country 
before it passed under the government of the United States; that he was well acquainted with the place 
on Big river settled by Elijah Benton; that, before the change of government took place Elijah Benton 
had been at work on the place making improvements; that the year after the change of government took 
place, there was corn raised on the said place by Elijah Benton; that, at the surveying of the said tract 
by John Stewart, he assisted in carrying the chain, and that, at this time, he is fifty-six years of age. 

BENJAMIN HORINE. 

Sworn to and subscribed, May 9, 1833. 

L. F. LINN 


, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 350. 


Octoper 16, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield and J. IL. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Elijah Benton, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 339. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said Elijah 
Benton, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 41. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 188.—Tuomas Baker, cLaiminc 640 acres. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


JUNE 27, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

Thomas Baker, claiming as aforesaid (under the second section of the act of 1805) 562 arpens 63 
perches of land, situate as aforesaid (Bellevue, district of St. Genevieve), produces a survey of the same, 
dated the 15th, and certified the 27th February, 1806. 

Benjamin Crow, being duly sworn, says that the said claimant began the improving of said land in 
the year 1803, raised a crop in 1804, and being then a single man of the age of twenty-one year or 
upwards, he lived with his father; and, further, that he, the witness, was present when claimant obtained 
from the commandant permission to settle on vacant lands. The board reject this claim. See book No 
1, page 376. 


June 6, 1810. 
Board met. Present: Jolin B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Thomas Baker, claiming 562 arpens and 63 perches of land. See book No. 1, page 376. It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 367, 


December 4, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Thomas Baker, by his legal representative, William Shannon, claiming 640 acres of land situated in 
Bellevue settlement, county of Washington. See No. 1, page 3876; No. 4, page 367; record book B, 
page 209 

ge 209, 


The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, Esq., one of the commissioners: 


Srate or Missovrt, County of Washington: 

Uriah Hull, a witness, aged about 56 years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith 
that he was acquainted with Thomas Baker, the original claimant; that he, this witness, came to the 
country in the year 1804; that he knows the tract of land claimed; that in July, 1804, Thomas Baker 
offered to sell him his place, and that the witness went with said Baker to the land; that said Baker then 
lived on the land, had a cabin, and some land cleared, some two acres or more; that the land was then in 
actual cultivation in such articles as corn and other things that a family would want. There were some 
fruit trees planted on the place; they were peach trees, then some two feet high; the witness was told 
the trees were planted the year before; this witness was then hunting a place to settle, was the reason 
he went to see the land; that Baker continued to inhabit and cultivate the land for several years, and 
then sold to Shannon, 


URIAH HULL. 


Sworn to and subscribed, this 10th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


John Stewart, aged about 64 years, being duly sworn as the laws directs, deposeth and saith that, in 
the month of February, 1806, he surveyed for Thomas Baker a tract of land of 4803 acres and 32 poles, in 
the Bellevue settlement, for which he made out a plat of survey, and the same was returned to the proper 
officer; that he states these facts from the original plat and field notes of the survey made by himself, 
and still in his possession; that the same was surveyed as the head right of said Thomas Baker, and that 
he paid the recording fees for the same. 


JOHN STEWART. 


And also came Uriah Hull, John Stewart, Joseph N. Reyburn, and Timothy Phelps, who being seve- 
rally sworn as the law directs, depose and say that they were well acquainted with Benjamin Crow, who 
has heretofore testified in this case; that he was always esteemed a man of good character, standing, 
and reputation, and that he was generally esteemed a man of veracity and truth, and entitled to full 
credit in all his statements and testimonies; and these affiants believe such to be the facts. 

URIAH HULL. 
JOHN STEWART. 
J. N. REYBURN. 
TIMOTHY PHELPS. 

Sworn to and subseribed before me, this 10th day of May, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
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Porost, Washington County, May 6, 1833. 


Personally appeared before me, L. F. Linn, commissioner, Samuel Henderson, who, after being duly 
sworn, deposes and says that he and Thomas Baker were schoolfellows, and were nearly of the same age; 
that deponent was born in the year 1785; he verily believes there was but four months’ difference in 
their ages; deponent further states that, in the year 1811, he moved into the same settlement, in now 
Bellevue township, Washington county, at which time the aforementioned Baker did not reside on said 
tract of land now claimed by him or his legal representatives. 
SAMUEL TTHENDERSON. 


Sworn to and subscribed, the day above mentioned. 


L. F. LINN. 


John Johnston, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposes and says that in the fall of 1832 he asked 
Thomas Baker his age; his reply was that he, the said Baker, would be 47 during the next winter. 


JOHN JOHNSTON. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


At the same time appeared John T. McNeal, aged about 70, who, after being also duly sworn, 
deposes and says that he never knew of Thomas Baker having any claim to a settlement claim on Big 
river or any other place. Said deponent says that Thomas Baker improved a place for his father in the 
year 1804, which improvement was taken by his father in the fall of 1804, and continued to be held by 
him as his property. Deponent further states that he heard the father of Thomas Baker say, in the spring 
of 1805, that said Thomas was not of lawful age at that time. Deponent says he never heard of Thomas 
Baker having made an improvement for himself, but a tomahawk improvement, which was known by 


girdling trees. 
JOHN T. McNEAL, 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


At the same time appeared William Davis, senior, who, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he 
emigrated to this country in the year 1809, to Bellevue settlement; that Thomas Baker took said depo- 
nent to a tract of land on Big river, which said Baker claimed as his property; deponent saw a pole pen, 
like a hog pen; that he saw a few rails split, lying on the ground; that this was all the improvement he 
saw on said place or parcel of Jand, until the year 1811, when Benjamin Harden took possession of it as 
public land, who, becoming alarmed at the prospect of an Indian war, quit the country, and left it in the 
care of his nephew, Joseph Harden. Deponent says that, in the year 1812, whilst the said Joseph Harden 
Was on a campaign against the Indians, Thomas Baker broke open the house of said Harden, took pos- 
session of it, and kept it until he sold his claim. Deponent further says that Thomas Baker told him that 
his father and Benjamin Crow notified all those who claimed places to be on them by a certain day; and 
accordingly, on the day thus appointed, the said Thomas Baker and many others did go and remain on 
certain pieces of land, and that the father of the said Thomas Baker and the said Crow did go round, and 
saw the said Thomas and others thus in possession or occupancy of certain lands, and report says that 
they afterwards went to St. Louis as witnesses to prove up their claims to land: thus occupied as aforesaid. 

Question by William Shannon, as assignee of Thomas Baker: 

Question. Were you a resident in Upper Louisiana, or were you ever in said territory previous to 1809? 

Answer by witness. No, I emigrated to the territory in Upper Louisiana in 1809, 

his 
WILLIAM X DAVIS. 


mark. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
No. 6, page 360. 
Octoner 17, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners, 

Thomas Baker, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 360. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 480 acres three-quarters and 32 poles, ought to be granted 
to the said Thonias Baker, or to his legal representatives, it being the quantity claimed on record. See 
book No. 7, page 41. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELEFE, 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 189.—Joux Pav, ciamine 640 Acres. 
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189 | John Paul..... | 640 | Settlement right.| .............. John Stewart, D. S., 22d Febru- 
ary, 1806; received for record by 
Soulard, 8. G., 27th February, 1806; 
Bellevue township. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


JuNE 26, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

John Paul, claiming 1,048 arpens and 15 perches of land situate in Bellevue, district aforesaid, (of 
St. Genevieve ,) produces a survey of the same, dated February 22, and certified the 27th, 1806, 

William Ashbrook, being duly sworn, says that claimant settled the said tract of land in March, 
1804; that he has been an inhabitant of the country for many years past, and had, on 20th November, 
1803, a wife and four children. 

The board reject this claim. No. 1, page 371. 


SerremBer 1, 1810. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John Paul, claiming 1,048 arpens and 15 perches of land, (see book No. 1, page 371,) produces to 
the board a certificate and permission to settle, on file. It is the opinion of the board that this claim 
ought not to be granted. See No. 4, page 482 


DecemBer 2, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

John Paul, claiming 640 acres of land, under a settlement right, on Big river, Bellevue township. 
See record book C, page 3; No. 1, page 371; No. 4, page 482. 

The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, commissioner; John McNeal personally ap- 
peared before L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners, &c. 

John McNeal, who, after being duly sworn, deposes and says that he was well acquainted with Joun 
Paul, who emigrated, he thinks, to this country in 1799. In 1803 said Paul made a settlement on Big 
river, in Bellevue township, and had permission from Joseph Deselle to make an improvement. In the 
spring of 1803 said Paul lived in a camp, and was clearing land, and raised a crop of corn that year. 
Deponent further states that said Paul continued on said place for several years, and gradually improved 
the land by enlarging his fields and improving his houses. Said deponent saw peach trees growing on 
said land in 1804. 

JOHN T. McNEAL. 

Sworn to and subscribed, May 7, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


At the same time appeared Martin Ruggles, who, after being duly sworn, deposes and says that in 
the summer of 1804 he saw Mr. John Paul, with his family, in a log ¢ abin on a tract of land claimed by 
said Paul, on Big river, Bellevue settlement; said Paul had a small field of corn growing, say two or 
three acres. Deponent thinks Paul was forty years of age. 

MARTIN RUGGLES. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Personally appeared before L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners, &c., Uriah Tull, aged about fifty- 
six years, who, after being duly sworn, deposes and says that he came to this now county of Washing- 
ton, formerly St. Genevieve county, in the month of July, 1804. Deponent further says that he was at 
the house of John Paul, on Big river, in the month of August following; said Paul had built there a 
house and stable; had three or four acres of ground cleared; peach trees growing. Deponent further 
says he saw corn growing on the said land at that time. Next year, 1805, said Paul had improved his 
place by opening five acres more, Which deponent cultivated for said Paul. He further deposes and says 
he ate, in 1805, peaches from the trees planted on this land, by Paul, some years before. 

URIAH HULL. 


Q9 


Sworn to and subscribed, May 10, 183 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 353. 


Ocroper 17, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F, R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
John Paul, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 353, 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said John 
Paul, or to his legal representatives. See book No, 7, page 41. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F, R. CONWAY. 
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No. 190.—Benre Moore, ciaimmne 640 acres. 
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190 | Bede Moore.... | 640 | Settlement right. | .......e.eeee. John Hawkins, D. &., 4th Janu- 

| ary, 1806; received for record by 
| Soulard, 5. G., 26th February, 1806; 
| on the waters of river Saline, now 
| county of Perry. 














Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
June 24, 1806. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James I, 
Donaldson, Esquire. 

Bede Moore, claiming as aforesaid 935 arpens 35 perches of land, situate as aforesaid, produces a 
certificate from Peter D. Deluziere that he had permitted said claimant to settle on vacant lands, dated 
December 3, 1805, and a survey of said land, taken January 4, and certified February 26, 1806. 

Peter Tucker, being duly sworn, says that claimant settled on said tract of land in the fall of 1803, 
moved his family on the same, and actually inhabited it for about three months of that year; that he 
cleared and fenced in a few acres, and claims no other land in his own name, in this Territory, and had 
then a wife and two children. The board reject this claim. See book No. 1, page 345, 


Aprit 20, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Bede Moore, claiming 935 arpens 35 perches of land. See book No. 1, page 345. It is the opinion 
of a majority of the board that this claim ought not to be granted; Frederick Bates, commissioner, voting 
for the granting of 300 arpens. See No. 4, page 338. 


DecemBeER 2, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Bede Moore, claiming 640 acres of land situate on the waters of the Saline, now in the county of 
Perry, (see record book B, page 242; minutes, No. 1, page 345; No. 4, page 338, ) ‘produces & paper pur- 
porting to be an affidavit of Pre. Delassus De luziere, forme rly” commandant of New Bourbon, certifying 
that, prior to the 20th December, 1803, he gave permission to the said Bede Moore to chovse lands, and 


settle in the district of the said New Bourbon. 


Srate or Missovrt, County of Perry: 

Nicholas Tucker, aged fifty-one years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith that 
he is well acquainted with Bede Moore, the original claimant; that he came to this country, then the 
province of Upper Louisiana, in June, 1803; and the witness. is also well acquainted with the land 
claimed, and that the claimant was settled and living on the same in November, 1803; there was a house 
on the land, into which the claimant went; that he saw claimant engaged in getting rails; that there 
was a small piece of land under fence; that claimant remained on the land himself till some time in 
1804; and that the tract of land has been improved, inhabited and cultivated ever since. 


NICHOLAS TUCKER. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, L. F. Linn, commissioner, this 8th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came Joseph Manning, a witness, aged sixty-two years, who, being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that he is well acquainted with Bede Moore, the claimant; that he came to 
this country in the year 1803; that, in the summer and fall of 1803, he was settled on the land claimed, 
and lived on the land; witness saw him there with his wife and childre n; that there was a small piece of 
Jand under fence; wilneen saw turnips growing there; that the claimant remained there for some time, 
and that the said tract of Jand has been continually under habitation and cultivation ever since. 


JOSEPIL MANNING. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, L. F. Linn, this 8th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See No. 6, page 356. 
OctoperR 17, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Bede Moore, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 354. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said Bede 
Moore, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 41. 
JAMES If. RELFE. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 191.—James Hawkins, ciatmine 640 acres. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Aprit 10, 1810. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, Esqrs. 

James Hawkins, claiming 748 arpens 68 perches of land, situate on Mill creek, near Mine 4 Breton, 
district of St. Genevieve, produces to the board a plat of survey, dated 25th (15th) January, 1806, cer- 
tified tou be received for record 28th February, 1806. 

The following testimony in the foregoing claim is transcribed from the rough minutes, as perpetuated 
by the board on the 2d November, 1808. Permission to settle on file. 

John Strickland, sworn, says that, in the fall of 1803, claimant cut logs on this tract, and, in ie 
spring of 1804, put up a camp and planted corn; lived in the same while raising his crop that year; has 
not done anything on the tract since. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 315. 


DeceMBER 3, 1833. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
James Hawkins, claiming 640 acres of land situate near Mine 4 Breton. See book B, page 246; No. 
4, page 315. 


The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, commissioner: 


John Stewart, of lawful age, being first duly sworn in the above case, deposeth and saith that, in 
January or February, 1805, this deponent assisted in bringing a cart load of corn from off the improve- 
ment of James Hawkins, and took the corn out of corn-crib; the cart was sent for another load. There 
were also on James Hawkins’ improvement, at the same time, corn stocks of the growth of the previous 
season, and off of which he supposed the corn to have come which deponent assisted in hauling. This 
claim lies about four miles from Potosi, on the Mineral fork, and is known by the name of Hawkins’ 
improvement. This deponent surveyed this claim for said Hawkins, and the annexed diagram is a just 
representation of the claim of Hawkins, containing 640 acres. This deponent knows that, after James 
Hawkins removed from his claim aforesaid, a certain James Scott occupied the field of Hawkins, from 
whence this deponent assisted in hauling the corn aforesaid; but whether obtained by purchase from 
Hawkins, this deponent cannot say. 


JOHN STEWART. 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


John Paul, of lawful age, being first duly sworn, deposeth, and saith that he came to Mine a Breton, 
with his family, in the year 1802, and became acquainted with James Hawkins, the above claimant, in 
the latter part of that year. In the fall of the year 1803, the said James Hawkins wished to sell this 
deponent his settlement and improvement made by him on the Mine creck, or Mineral fork, about four 
miles from Mine & Breton, in Washington county, in a northwest direction. This affiant further states 
that James Scott, now deceased, lived for many years on said claim, and until he died; and his widow, 
Constance Scott, and a part of the children, now live on said claim. How James Scott obtained this 
claim from Hawkins, this deponent does not know. This deponent has also heard that Samuel Perry, 
late of Potosi, and now deceased, by his last will and testament, gratuitously gave to said Constance 
Scott, widow, all his right to said claim. This deponent further states that James Scott died insolvent. 


JOHN PAUL. 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 358. 


Ocroper 17, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J.S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
James Hawkins, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 358. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said James 
Hawkins, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 42. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD, 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R, CONWAY, 
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No. 192.—Jonn ANDERSON, CLAIMING 640 ACRES. 
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192 | John Anderson...) 640 | Settlement right.| .............. | John Stewart, D. S. Received for 
| record by A. Soulard, 8. G., Febru- 
ary 27, 1806. On Big river, Belle- 
| vue settlement. 





| 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 

JuNE 25, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

John Anderson, claiming, as aforesaid, seven hundred and forty-seven arpens twenty-six perches of 
land, situate as aforesaid, produces a survey, taken 30th January, and certified 27th February, 1806, 

Benjamin Crow, being duly sworn, says that claimant proceeded to improve the said tract of land in 
1803, but never inhabited and cultivated the same, 

The board reject this claim. See No. 1, page 357. 


Aprit 19, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Anderson, claiming seven hundred and forty-seven arpens forty-six perches of land. See book 
No. 2, page 357. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 
4, page 334. 


December 6, 1833. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Anderson, by his heirs and legal representatives, claiming six hundred and forty acres of land, 
situate in Bellevue settlement, county of Washington. See minutes, book No. 1, page 357; No. 4, page 
334; book B, page 215. 


State or Missourt, County of Washington: 

John T. McNeal, aged about seventy years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith 
that he was well acquainted with the original claimant, John Anderson, usually called John Crow Anderson; 
that he settled on the land claimed in the year 1802 or 1803; that he built a small house on the same, 
and made a small field of some two or three acres, and sowed turnips thereon in the fall of 1803; that he 
understood the claimant was there at times continuing to clear and improve on the same; that the 
claimant, as he understood then, sold the claim, and that John Bear or Bar took possession of the same, 
and lived on the same, and continued to improve and cultivate the same till he died; and at his death 
James Bear, his son, took possession of the same, and continued in possession till he left the country, 
when the same was left in possession of William Bear, his uncle, who is still in the actual possession and 
inhabitation of the same. ; 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, the commissioner, this 9th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came John Stewart, a witness, aged sixty-four years, who being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with John Anderson, the original claimant, and 
that he also knows the land claimed; that he believes said Anderson came to the country in the year 
1803: that he was informed that he had a claim to a tract of land, and that in 1806, he was called on to 
survey the same, which he did, and that he made out a plat of survey, which was duly returned and 
recorded, and the recording fees were paid; that when he surveyed the same, there was an improvement 
on the land, and a house or cabin. Anderson sold the claim to one John Bear, and the same has been 
inhabited and cultivated ever since, he believes. 

JOHN STEWART. 

Sworn to and subscribed befure me, the commissioner, this 10th day of May, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came Uriah Hull, a witness, aged about fifty-six years, who, being duly sworn, deposeth 
and saith that he was well acquainted with John Anderson, the original claimant; that the witness came 
to the country in 1804, and then found said Anderson on the tract of land claimed; that he had a cabin 
on the land, and some improvement; that he understood he had raised some crop in 1804; that said 
Anderson continued on the place for some time, and then sold to John Bear, as he was informed, and that 
he saw Bear on the and afterwards, inhabiting and cultivating the same, and that, from the appearance 
of the place and cabin, the same had been established before the year 1804. 


URIAH HULL. 


Sworn to and subscribed before the commissioner, this 10th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See No. 6, page 367. 
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Octoper 17, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
John Anderson, claiming six hundred and forty acres of land. See book No. 6, page 367. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that six hundred and thirty-eight acres, three-quarters and 
five poles of land ought to be granted to the said John Anderson, or to his legal representatives, it being 
the quantity claimed on record. See book No. 7, page 42. 


? 


JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 193.—Jonn Ears, cramine 960 arpens. 








| 
| 





, | | 
: | | | 
‘e_ | Name of original | & | Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. | 2 of claim. | situation. 
4 | ¢ | 
| | | 
Arps. | | 
193 | John Ears...... | 960 | Settlement right.| .............. | Thomas Maddin, D.S., 4th Janu- 


| ary, 1806; received for record vy 

| Soulard, 8. G., 27th February, 

| | 1806; on the waters of Big river, 

| | | county of St. Francis. 
| 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
JuNE 26, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

John Ears, claiming, as aforesaid, 960 arpens of land situate on Big river, district of St. Genevieve, 
produces a survey of the same, dated January 4, and certified February 27, 1806. 

Joseph Gerrard, being duly sworn, says that claimant cut two sets of cabin logs, and planted apple 
trees. 

The board rejects this claim. See No. 1, page 370. 


September 1, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John Ears, claiming 960 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 370. It is the opinion of the board 
that this claim ought not to be granted. See No. 4, page 481. 


December 10, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq. appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

John Ears, by his heirs and legal representatives, claiming 960 arpens of land situate on the waters 
of Big river, county of St. Francis. See record book B, page 460; minutes, No. 1, page 370; No. 4, page 
481. 


Strate or Missourt, County of Washington: 

Alexander McCoy, a witness aged about 52 years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and 
saith that he was well acquainted with the original claimant, John Ears; that he was on the tract of land 
claimed, in the year 1802; that he had a house on the land, and some land cleared, and that he raised a 
crop on the land in 1802; that said claimant came to the country in 1801; that, in the year 1802, the 
claimant sold his improvement to Jacob Doget; the said Jacob took immediate possession of the place, 
and died shortly after the purchase, and that the widow of said Jacob lived on the land, and raised a 
crop in 1803, and the widow continued to live on the land and. cultivate the same till the year 1806 or 
1807, when she died; that James Reith then lived on the land for some time, and this witness then, as 
administrator of Jacob Doget, rented the land to Nuley Stuart, who remained in the possession thereof 
for one year; and after Stuart left the place, Lewis Simms, in right of his wife, one of the heirs of Jacob 
Doget, lived on and cultivated the same for several years; that the said Lewis Simms and Mary Doget, 
now Mary Tripp, are the only two surviving heirs and children of the said Jacob Doget; that this witness 
was told by Jacob Doget of the sale and purchase of the improvement, and that he paid a part of the 
money to said Ears, say fifty dollars, for the estate of Jacob Doget, which was paid in 1803; that said 
John Ears had a wife and four children. 

ALEXANDER McCOY. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 9th day of May, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Alsé came Jacob Masteller, a witness, aged about 56 years, who, being duly sworn as the law directs, 
deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with John Ears, the original claimant, and with the tract 
of land claimed; that the said John Ears settled on the land in the year 1801, and built a house on the 
same; that he cleared some land in 1802, and cultivated the same; that, in the year 1802, said John Ears 
sold his improvement and head right to Jacob Doget, as he was told by both Ears and Doget, and that 
Doget took immediate possession of the house and tract of land, and lived on the same till he died, and 
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that then his wife and family still lived on the same for some time, and raised a crop in 1803, and the 
widow remained on the land till she died in 1806 or 1807; then one James Reith lived a while on the 
land, and then one Nuley Stuart; and after Stuart left the same, one Lewis Simms, who had married 
Alice Doget, in her right took possession of the land, and continued to inhabit and cultivate the same; 
that said Alice Doget was one of the daughters of si tid Jacob Doget; that Mary Doget, now intermarried 
with Henry Tripp, and Alice Dogct, now intermarried with said Le wis Simms, are the only two surviv- 
ing heirs of the said Jacob Doget, deceased; that said Ears came to the country in the spring of the 
year 1801, built a house on this land in the fall of 1801, and had a wife and four children. 
JACOB MASTELLER. 
Sworn to and subscribed, this 9th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. , Commissioner. 


And also came James McCoy, aged about 53 years, who, being duly sworn as the law directs, depos- 
eth and saith that he was well acquainted with the original claimant, John Ears; that he came to this 
country in the year 1801, and settled on the tract of land claimed, in the fall of the same year, and that, 
in 1802, he cleared land and raised a crop.+ The said John Ears then sold his improvement and head right 
to Jacob Doget, who took immediate possession of the place, and continued to inhabit the same till he 
died, and the witness then went away, and returned in 1805 or 1806, and found the widow and family of 
said Jacob Doget still in possession and cultivation of the place; that after the widow died, in 1806 or 
1807,one James Reith took possession of the place, and continued on the same for about one year, and 
then one Nuley Stuart inhabited and cultivated the same for some time; and that after Stuart had left 
the place, Lewis Simms, who had married Alice Doget, one of the daughters of the said Jacob Doget, 
took possession of the place, and inhabited and cultivated the same for some time; that said John Ears 
had a wife and four children; and that the said Alice Doget, now Alice Simms, and Mary Doget, now 
Mary Tripp, wife of Henry D. Tripp, are the only two surviving heirs of the said Jacob Doget, deceased. 
his 
JOHN + McCOY. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, this 9th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 373. 


OctoBer 18, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

John Ears, claiming 960 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 373. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said John 














Ears, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 42. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELEE. 
Fk. R. CONWAY. 
No. 194.—Henry Tucker, cLatmine 949 ARPENS. 
: | S| | 
vo | a | 
= | Name of original! = | Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 
= | claimant. S of claim. | | situation. 
Z| = | | 
| / 
Arps. | | 
194 | Henry Tucker...! 949 | Settlement right.) .............. | OnCustard or Cedar creek, waters 


of Saline creek. 

John Hawkins, D. 8., December 
20, 1805. 
| Reeeived for record by Soulard, 
| 27th February, 1806. 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
DecemBer 11, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Henry Tucker, by his legal representatives, claiming 949 arpens of land situate on Custard or Cedar 
creck, waters of the Saline creck. See record book B, page 242; minutes, No. 5, page 505, where the 
same is not granted. 

Beverly Allen, being duly sworn, says that, in the year 1825, he had in his possession a plat of sur- 
vey of a tract of land claimed by W illiam Hancock and ‘Britain W est, as assignees of Henry Tucker, who 
claimed the same as a settlement right; he believes that the document appeared to be the original survey 
of the claim, for what quantity he does not recollect; that on the back of the plat were endorsed the 
words “confirmed, 250 acres,’’ (or ‘‘arpens,’’) “J. L. Donaldson;” which endorsement and signature he 
believes, from a comparison of the same with the handwriting and signature of said Donaldson on papers 
in the office of the recorder of land titles, to be the handwriting and signature of J. L. Donaldson, once 
a commissioner of land titles under the act of Congress providing for their adjustment in the Territory of 
Missouri, &c. By whom the survey was made, he does not recollect. He also states that the said plat 












































1835.) LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 837 








was lost or stolen out of his office at St. Genevieve in the year 1825 or 1826; that the Jand embraced in 
the survey lay, as it purported, on the north branch of the south fork of the Saline creek, in the old dis- 
trict of St. Genevieve, Missouri. See No, 6, page 337. 


December, 30, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Henry Tucker, claiming 640 acres of land. See No. 6, page 377 

The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, commissioner: 

Perry County, May 2, 1833. 

Personally appeared before me, L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners, &c., Mr. Roland Boyd, who, 
after being duly sworn, deposes and says he has resided in this State of Missouri, formerly Upper Louisi- 
ana, upwards of thirty-one or thirty-two years, near St. Genevieve, and knows that a settlement was 
made by Henry Tucker on the Cedar fork of Saline creek in the year 1803, and was cultivated by him in 
1804. Said Tucker built a cabin on this land in 1803, and lived in the same, and cultivated six or seven 
acres in 1804. Deponent says he always heard, and has every reason to believe, said Tucker had per- 
mission to settle on this land from the Spanish authorities. He further states that all the settlement 
claims in the neighborhood, all of which were of a similar nature, and resting on the same testimony for 
confirmation, were confirmed by the former board of commissioners. The deponent had a claim confirmed 
by said board. On the back of the plat of Tucker’s survey was written by J. L. Donaldson, secretary 
or clerk to the board, ‘ confirmed.’’? He, deponent, as well as all concerned, thought for many years said 
tract was confirmed, and never knew or heard, until a few years back, that this claim was not confirmed, 
for he himself heard the commissioners pronounce this claim “ granted.” 


his 
ROLAND X BOYD. 
: ‘ : mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, day and date above written. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


IIenry Tucker states that, in the year 1802, he settled a place on Cedar or Custard fork of the Saline 
creek, now in the county of Perry, and State of Missouri, and, in that year and the following, cleared about 
three acres, as he thinks, and, in the year 1803, raised corn on his improvement, built a cabin and corn-crib 
on it, and resided on it with his family during that year, (1803.) The same is the place where William 
Hancock now resides. The said Henry Tucker states that, on the 10th day of February, 1804, he sold 
and transferred his said improvement, and conveyed it by deed of that date, which is herewith filed as a 
part of this statement, and that he has no claim on said improvement, nor does he claim anything by 
virtue thereof. 

HENRY TUCKER. 

OcToBeR 25, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See No. 6, page 429. 


Octoser 18, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Henry Tucker claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 429. 

The board are unanimously of the opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said 
Henry Tucker, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 43. 
SH. RELFE. 
MES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No. 195.—Cammure Denassvs, crarutne 6,000 arrens. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana, &c.: 

Camille Delassus, officer of militia by brevet, residing in New Bourbon of Illinois, humbly suppli- 
cates, and has the honor to represent to you, that having lately married with one Miss De Villars, daughter 
of a former commandant of St. Genevieve, and having employed a part of his means, and those of his 
wife, in purchasing a great number of all kind of cattle, it is indispensable, in order to provide for their 
maintenance, that he should establish a grazing farm, (vacherie,) and that such farm, to be durable and 
profitable, cannot be less than the quantity of six thousand arpens in superficie. For the purpose of 
forming such an establishment, he has made searches for a tract of land, which should not be previously 
granted to any person, and should be part of the King’s domain; that he has found such a convenient 
tract at Zerre Bleue, in the district of St. Genevieve; that he could not make such establishment on the 
concession which has been already granted to him towards river Platte; on account of those being 
mineral lands, they are unfit to raise and maintain cattle; that in consequence of the orders given, in 
1798, to your predecessor, by the baron de Carondelet, late governor general of this colony, to grant to 
the sons ef Mr. De Luzicre (father of the petitioner) all the land which they should think necessary, 
the petitioner applies to you with confidence, sir, praying that you will be pleased to grant to him the 
said concession of six thousand arpens in the place here above designated, in order to form and estab- 
lish thereon a grazing farm; in so doing, he shall not cease to pray for the preservation of your days. 

CAMILLE DELASSUS. 
New Bovrron, September 9, 1802. 
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Sr. Louis or ItirNots, September 19, 1802. 


Cognizance being taken of the foregoing petition, and in consequence of the orders of the baron de 
Carondelet, late governor of these provinces, under date of 8th May, 1798, by which it is enjoined “to 
give to each son of Don Pedro Carlos Delassus concessions according to their means; being convinced 
that the quantity which he solicits is corresponding to his means; considering, besides, that he deserves 
this favor on account of his good services, having been employed, on various occasions, as commandant, 
interim, of the post of New Bourbon, and havimg served as interpreter of the English language, at the 
request of the actual commandant, without enjoying any salary since he has established himself in the 
said post of New Bourbon, I do grant to him the six thousand arpens in superficie, for himself and his 
heirs, in order that he may have the benefit of an establishment as useful to the party concerned as to 
the public, on account of the difficulties which are experienced to this day in procuring meat, the cattle 
being scattered over the royal domain; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the said party 
in possession of the said quantity of land, in the place which he will select on the royal domain, provided 
it is not prejudicial to anybody; and, afterwards, he shall make out a plat and certificate of his survey, 
in order to serve to said party to solicit the title in form from the intendant, to whom belongs, by royal 
order, the granting and distributing all classes of lands of the royal domain. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


LETTER. 


I send back to you the original titles of the concession granted to Mr. Francois Vallé, of St. Gene- 
vieve, who transferred the same to Mr. Dodge, and of which he, Dodge, has ceded the half to Mr. Tar- 
diveau, who has made a donation of it to you, with the examination (visa) and approbation you desire. 

By this same opportunity I write to Mr. Zenon Trudeau to grant to you the tract on which you may 
have made a discovery of lead mines, with the adjacent lands, in sufficient extent for the working of said 
mines, provided, however, they shall not have been previously granted to other persons. 

Your son-in-law and your sons shall have also a plantation, as you desire, in any part of Tlinois they 
will choose, and of an extent proportionate to the kind of cultivation and establishment they may intend 
to make. This will serve as an answer to your letter No, 38... May God have you in his holy keeping. 

EL BARON DE CARONDELET., 

New Orveans, May 8, 1793. 

Mr. Denactt Detassvs. 


Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 


Sr. Louis, February 10, 1834. 














.: | fp | | 
2 } = | 
~ - . . ~~ | + | 
= | Name of original) | | Nature and date | By whom granted. — By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. o gh of claim. situation, 
Zz, or 7 
| | | 
| Arps. | 
195 | Camille Delassus. 6,000) Concession, 19th | Carlos Dehault Thomas Maddin, D. S., 18th De- 
| Sept., 1802. | Delassus. cember, 1805; certified by Soulard, 
| 20th February, 1806; on Terre 
| | | Bleue creek. 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


December 30, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Camille Delassus, claiming 6,000 arpens of land situate on Terre Bleue, district of St. Genevieve, 
produces record of a concession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 19th September, 
1802; record of a plat of survey, dated 18th December, 1805; certified 20th February, 1806. 


It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 547. 


DrcemBer 21, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Camille Delassus, claiming 6,000 arpens of land situate on Terre Bleue, district of St. Genevieve, 
(see record book C, page 448; minutes, No. 5, page 547,) produces a paper purporting to be an original 
concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 19th September, 1802; also, a paper purporting to be an 
original plat of survey of said land, dated December 18, 1805, by Thomas Maddin, and certified by Sou- 
lard, under date of February 20, 1806. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, and the signature to the certificate of survey is in the proper handwriting of 
Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. 

Claimant produces also a paper purporting to be a copy of a letter, dated May 8, 1793, from the 
baron de Carondelet to Dehault Delassus, senior, and certified by Francis Vallé, commandant of St. Gene- 
vieve. See No. 6, page 405. 


Ocrozer 18, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S$. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
Camille Delassus, claiming 6,000 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 405. 
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The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Camille 
Delassus, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, See book No. 7, page 43. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 196.—E. Parent amp E. Goverot, cLarmine 800 ARPENs. 


To Mr. Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, and commander-in-chief of the western part of Nlinois, &e.: 


Eticnne Parent and Etienne Goverot, inhabitants of St. Genevieve and New Bourbon, humbly sup- 
plicate and represent, that wishing to make a farm for the purpose of maintaining cattle during the hard 
weather in winter, which they cannot do around the villages, they have found a spot fit for such an 
establishment, and also suitable for a sugar camp, the place being abundant with canes and maple trees; 
the said place is situated on a branch of the south fork of the river Saline, to the right in ascending the 
said branch, and consists of ten arpens in length on said fork, to begin at the mouth of the said branch, 
running towards the north, by eighty arpens in depth. Therefore, the petitioners apply to you, sir, pray- 
ing that you may be pleased to grant them, for them, their heirs and assigns, in full property, the con- 
cession of the said land, such as it is here above described, not only fur raising cattle and making sugar 
thereon, but also to cultivate according as the nature of the soil will permit. In so doing, they shall not 
cease to pray for the preservation of your days. 


ETIENNE PARENT. 


his 
ETIENNE + GOVEROT. 
mark, 


Done at New Bovrson, January 29, 1798. 
? , 


Sr. Louis, February 1, 1798. 

The surveyor of this jurisdiction, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put Messrs. Etienne Goverot and Etienne 
Parent in possession of the land which they ask for in the foregoing petition; at the foot of which he 
shall make out a plat and certificate of his survey, and the whole shall be sent back to us, to be for- 
warded to the governor general of the province, for him to determine definitely upon the concession of 
the said land. 


ZENON TRUDEAU. 


The original of the above concession has been registered, and its compared copy deposited in the 
archives of the post of New Bourbon, under No, 21. 
DE LUZIERE. 
Truly translated from book C, page 459, of record, in the recorder’s office. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7 B.C. 


Sr. Louis, February, 21, 1834. 
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x - | 
= |Namesof original, = Nature and date | By whom granted. | By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimants. = of claim. | | situation. 
7, = | 
Arps. 
196 Etienne Parent |) 800 Concession, Ist | Zenon Trudeau. | On the waters of thé Saline, special 
and Etienne Go- | February, 1798. location. 


{ 


vereau. | 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Sittmncs at St. Genevieve, June, 1806. 

The representatives of Etienne Govereau, claiming 800 arpens of land, situate on the Saline, and 
said to be granted for pasture land and sugar-making, produce a concession from Zenon Trudeau, dated 
February 1, 1798. 

Henry Dielle, being duly sworn, says that claimant made a sugar camp on said land, in the year 
1799; that he made sugar on it, and actually inhabited it when engaged in sugar-making. The board 
reject this claim. See book No, 2, page 29. 


SEPTEMBER 28, 1810. 
Board met. Present: Jolin B. ©. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 
Etienne Govereau’s representatives, claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 2, page 25. It is 
the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. 
Etienne Parent, claiming 400 arpens of land, situate on the Saline creek, district of St. Genevieve, 
produces to the board a concession from Zenon Trudeau for the same, said to be granted for pasturage 


and sugar-making, dated Ist February, 1798, and recorded in book C, page 459, of the recorder’s office. 


>) 


It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 4, page 514. 


DeceMBER 23, 1833. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
. x y,° . . . ~ . . . 
Etienne Parent and Etienne Govereau, claiming 800 arpens of land, situate on Saline creek, district 
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of St. Genevieve, (see book C, page 459; minutes, book No. 4, page 514,) produce a paper purporting 
. . . rr ’ -_ 
to be a copy of a concession from Zenon Trudeau, dated Ist February, 1798. 


Sr. Genevieve, March 4, 1833. 
Personally appeared before the undersigned, one of the commissioners appointed, &e., Joseph Pratte, 
who, being duly sworn, gives testimony as follows, in the above claim: 


Question, by the agent for claimants. Wow old are you, and how long have you lived in this State? 

Answer, by deponent. I am fifty-nine years of age, and I was born in St. Genevieve. 

Question. Are you acquainted with a concession which Etienne Parent and Etienne Govereau obtained 
from Zenon Trudeau in the year 1798, on a branch of the south fork of the Saline, for 800 arpens? 

Answer. I have never seen the concession, 

(Juestion, Have you ever seen, or do you know that Etienne Govereau, deceased, made an improve- 
ment on this concession of 800 arpens on the south fork of the Saline? 

Answer. I have seen the improvement which E, Govereau made on the Saline, and I was there when 
Govereau was making sugar; and it was a general rule here, that every individual made sugar upon his 
own claim. 

Question. About what time did you see this improvement of Etienne Govereau, deceased, on the 
south fork of the Saline? 

Answer. It was between the years 1798 and 1800, but the precise time I do not recollect. 

(Juestion, by commissioner. Do you know of any other grant of land to Etienne Govereau and Etienne 
Parent? 

Answer. I know of none. 

JOSEPH PRATTE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me. 

L. F. LINN. 

See book No, 6, page 406. 


OcroBeR 20, 183 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. I. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Entienne Parent and Entienne Govereau, claiming 800 arpents of land. See book No. 6, page 
406. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Entienne 
Parent and Entienne Govereau, or to their legal representatives, according to the concession. See book 
No. 7, page 44. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES HT. RELFE. 
FB. R. CONWAY. 





No. 197.—Anrtotne and JoserH Vitiars, cLAmING 6,000 arPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the armies of his Catholic Majesty, and Vieutenant 
governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Antoine Villars and J. Athanas Dubreuil Villars, sons of Don Louis Villars, formerly an officer of his 
Catholic Majesty, humbly supplicate, and have the honor to represent to you that they are desirous of 
making a plantation as well as a stock farm; therefore, they wish that you would grant and concede to 
them six thousand arpens of land, to be taken in a vacant place of the domain; the petitioners hope to 
obtain this favor of your goodness in remembrance of the services of their father. In so duing,, they shall 
never cease to pray for the preservation of your days. 

ANTOINE VILLARS. 
JOSEPH VILLARS. 
Done at St. Genevieve, October 1, 1799. 


We, the undersigned, commandants of the posts and districts of St. Genevieve and New Bourbon, do 
certify to the lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana that the petitioners have lost their father, and that 
they are worthy, under every point of view, to obtain the concession which they ask of the government, 
as much in consequence of the services of their said father, deceased, as in consideration of their good 
conduct and industry in works of agriculture; besides, they possess sufficient means to establish and keep 
in good order a plantation, with a great number of cattle, in any place they may choose, which shall not 
be previously granted to any person, and shall make a part of the King’s domain. 

PRE. DELASSUS DELUZIERE. 
FRANCISCO VALLE. 
Done at St. Genevieve, October 5, 1799. 


Sr. Louis or Initors, October 11, 1799. 

Due attention being given to the foregoing information of the commandants of St. Genevieve and 
New Bourbon, and being convinced of the truth of the statement made in the above petition; considering 
the services rendered by their father, deceased, and the good conduct of the petitioners, which make them 
deserving of the regard of the government, I do grant to them, in fee, for them, their heirs, and others 
who may represent their right, the land they solicit, provided it is not prejudicial to anybody; and the 
surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the parties interested in possession of the quantity of land they 
ask in the place designated; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat of his survey, delivering 
the same to the said parties, with his certificate, in order that it shall serve to them to obtain the conces- 
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sion and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing 
and granting all classes of lands of the reyal domain, 4 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN, T. B. C. 
Sr. Louis, February 7, 18384. 
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197 | Antoine Villars | 6,000 Concession, 11th | Carlos Dehault | Thos. Maddin, D.S.; received for 
and Jos, Villars. October, 1799. Delassus. record by A. Soulard, 8S. G., 26th 
February, 1806; on the waters of 
Big river. 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records 


June 21, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon, Clement B. Penrose, and James L. 
Donaldson Esq. 

Anthony Villars and Joseph D, Villars, claiming 6,000 arpens of land, situate on the waters of Big 
river, produce a concession from Charles D. Delassus, (not duly registered,) dated October 11, 1799, and 
a plat of survey of the same, without any date. 

John B. Vallé, senior, being duly sworn, says that he is guardian to the above claimants; that he 
advised them, in the year 1799, to apply for the above concession, but never saw the same, and that they 
were under age when they obtained the same. 

The board reject this claim, and require further proof of the date of the aforesaid concession. See 
book No. 1, page 325. 


Novemser 3, 1808. 


Board met. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates. 

Anthony and Joseph Villars, claiming 6,000 arpens of land situate on the waters of Big river, district 
of St. Genevieve. 

Auguste Chouteau, sworn, says that Mr. Villars, father of the above claimants, was for thirty years 
a captain in the Spanish service; was also civil commandant at St. Genevieve and Arkansas for many 
years. See book No. 3, page 343. 


JuNnE 29, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Anthony and Joseph Villars, claiming 6,000 arpens of land. See book No.1, page 325; No. 3, page 
343. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See No. 4, page 415. 


DecemBer 24, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. . 

Antoine Villars and Joseph Villars, claiming 6,000 arpens of land situate on the waters of Big river, 
(see record book B, page 420; book No. 1, page 325; No. 3, page 343; No.4, page 415,) produce a paper 
purporting to be an original concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 11th October, 1799; also a 
plat of survey by Thomas Maddin, deputy surveyor, received for record by Antoine Soulard, surveyor 
general, 26th February, 1806. 

M. P. Le Duc, being duly sworn, says that the signatures to the recommendation are in the proper 
handwriting of Francis Vallé, commandant of St. Genevieve, and of Pierre Delassus de Luziere, com- 
mandant of New Bourbon, and the signature to the concession is in the proper handwriting of Carlos 
Dehault Delassus. See No. 6, page 407. 


OcroBer 20, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. : 

Antoine Villars and Joseph Villars, claiming 6,000 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 407. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Antoine 
Villars and Joseph Villars, or to their legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No, 
T, page 44. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 

F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 198.—James Crawrorp, cLammine 640 acres. 











a ia | 

o — 

= | Name of original 8 Nature and date | By whom granted.. By whom surveyed, date, and 

= | claimant. =| of claim. | situation. 

A | oe | 

| Acres. | 
198 | James Crawford | 640 | Settlement right. | .............. | On waters of the river St. Francis, 
| county of Madison. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


DecemBer 28, 1813. 


James Crawford, claiming 600 arpens of land on waters of river St. Francis, county of St. Genevieve. 

Johnson Edwards, duly sworn, says that claimant came to this settlement in May, 1803; lived that 
year with his father. In 1805, or 1806, left the settlement, and went to a settlement in Cape Girardeau. 
See recorder’s minutes, page 117. 


DecemBer 25, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
James Crawford, claiming 640 acres of land situate on the waters of the St. Francis, county of 


Madison. See record book F, page 91; recorder’s minutes, page 117; Bates’ Decisions, page 36. 
] if oD ’ ? o ? ? oD 


State or Missouri, County of Madison: 

John Mathews, aged about sixty-two years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith 
that he is well acquainted with James Crawford, the original claimant; that he came to this country, then 
the province of Upper Louisiana, in the spring of the year 1803; this witness also knows the land 
claimed, and believes that the claimant settled on the same in the year 1803, and improved the same. 

JOHN MATHEWS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 31st day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Also came Thompson Crawford, aged about forty-seven years, who, being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that he was well acquainted with the original claimant, who was his brother; 
that he came to this country in the spring of the year 1803. Witness also knows the land claimed, and 
knows that the claimant actually improved and cultivated the same in the years 1803 and 1804; that 
there were some two or three acres fenced in, cleared, and cultivated in corn, and, perhaps, other things, 
and that the said land had been actually inhabited, improved, and cultivated, ever since. 

THOMPSON CRAWFORD. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 22d of October, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 409. 


Octoser 20, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

James Crawford, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 409. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 600 arpens of land (it being the quantity claimed on 
record) ought to be granted to the said James Crawford, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 


T, page 44. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 199.—Jonn Burk, ciaimine 1,000 arrens. 


To Don Francis Vallé, captain of militia, civil and military commandant of the post of St. Genevieve: 


John Burk, father of a family, and an inhabitant of the village of St. Genevieve, where he has car- 
ried on, for a number of years, his trade of blacksmith and farrier, humbly supplicates, and has the honor 
to represent to you, that all the lands in the vicinity of the said village having been granted to its inhabi- 
tants by the government, he now finds himself deprived of the means of procuring wood fur his coal 
kilns, which is an object of actual necessity for the carrying on of his trade; and that to this day he has 
never asked anything from the beneficent government under the domination of which he, every day, con- 
gratulates himself to live; therefore, he hopes that you will be pleased to have the goodness to grant to 
him, in full property, a concession of 1,000 arpens of land in superficie, to be taken in a vacant place of 
the King’s domain, at his choice. The petitioner presumes respectfully to recommend himself to your 
justice, and expects to receive a favor which will yet add to his attachment for the beneficient govern- 


ment of which you are the worthy representative. 
JOHN BURK. 


Sr. Genevieve or Inuinois, December 12, 1799. 
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We, the undersigned, Don Francis Vallé, captain of militia, civil and military commandant of the 
post of St. Genevieve, do forward the foregoing petition to be laid before the lieutenant governor of 
Upper Louisiana, stating, at the same time, that the statement of the petitioner is conformable to truth, 
and on that account he deserves to obtain the quantity of land which he asks for; and I feel myself 
authorized to recommend him to you in order to obtain the favor which he solicits. 

FRANCIS VALLE. 

Sr. Genevieve, December 14, 1799. 


Sr. Louis or Inurnors, November (9bre) 20, 1799. 


In consequence of the information given by the commandant of the post of St. Genevieve, Don Fran- 
cisco Vallé, by which it appears that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the lands which 
he solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the lands he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of any 
person; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quan- 
tity of land he asks, in the place indicated; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat, delivering 
the same to said party, together with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession and 
title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and 
granting all classes of land belonging to the royal domain. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 

Truly translated from book B, page 426. 

JULIUS DE MUN, 7 B. C. 

Sr. Louis, August 14, 1834. 


Date of petition, le 12 8bre, 1799; recommendation, le 14 8bre, 1799; concession, a 20 de 9bre de 
1799; as on record. 











i & 
o - . 
= Name of original & Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
S claimant. 3 of claim. situation. 
A o 
Arps. 
199 | John Burk..... | 1,000 | Concession, 20th | Carlos Dehault Thomas Maddin, D. 8., lst Janu- 
November, 1799. Delassus. ary, 1806; received for record by 
A. Soulard, 8. G., 25th February, 
1806; on the waters of Big river. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Ocroser 18, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Burk, claiming 1,000 arpens of land situate in the district of St. Genevieve, produces a con- 
cession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 20th November, 1799; a plat of survey, 
dated Ist of January, 1806; certified February, 1806. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See No. 5, page 362. 


December 30, 1833. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

John Burk, by his legal representative, claiming 1,000 arpens of land situate on the waters of Big 
river, (see record book B, page 426; minutes, No. 5, page 262,) produces a paper purporting to be the 
original plat of survey of said land, dated January 1, 1806, by Thomas Maddin, deputy surveyor, and 
received for record by Soulard, surveyor general, on the 25th February, 1806. 


Srate or Missouri, County of St. Genevieve: 

John Bte. Vallé, age about 72 years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith that 
he was well acquainted with John Burk, the original claimant; that, in the year 1799, and before and 
afterwards, he was a citizen and resident in the province of Upper Louisiana, and that he continued a 
citizen and resident till the time of his death; that the said John Burk was a blacksmith, and resided in 
the town of St. Genevieve, and followed his trade; that said Burk had other property and means, and 
was an industrious and useful citizen; that he had a wife and several children. And this deponent 
further says that he was well acquainted with Charles Dehault Delassus; that he was the lieutenant 
governor in the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 1799. 

J. BTE. VALLE. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 27th May, 18338. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See No. 6, page 428. 


Octoser 20, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

John Burk, claiming 1,000 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 428. 

The board remark that the date of the concession is anterior to that of the petition and recommenda- 
tion, but observe that being written in these three instances in the old French and Spanish way of abbre- 
viating, they are inclined to attribute this discrepancy to a mistake of the recording clerk. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said John Burk, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 45. 

JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F. R. COFWAY. 
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No. 200.—JoserH CHEVALIER, CLAIMING 400 ARPENS. 





To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the armies of his Majesty, and lieutenant governor of 

Upper Louisiana: 

Joseph Chevalier, jr., humbly supplicates, and has the honor to represent, that, being desirous of 
making a plantation, therefore he would wish that you would grant and concede to him four hundred 
arpens of land in superficie, in order to make the said plantation, and also for the purpose of raising 
cattle. The petitioner hopes to obtain this favor on account of the length of time his father has resided in 
these parts, and of his devotedness and fidelity to his Catholic Majesty; the said petitioner wishing to 
live as a peaceable cultivator of the soil. In so doing, he shall never cease to pray for the preservation 
of your days. 

his 
JOSEPH + CHEVALIER. 
mark. 


Done at New Bovrson, October 2, 1799. 


We, the undersigned, commandant of the post of New Bourbon, do certify to the lieutenant governor 
of Upper Louisiana, that the petitioner is worthy to obtain the concession which he asks for, as well on 
account of the oldness and honesty of his family, in the upper part of this colony, as that his sole pro- 
fession and resource to make a living is that of farmer, to which he has been raised since his most tender 


youth. 
PRE. DELASSUS DE LUZIERE. 
Done at New Bovurson, October 6, 1799. 


Sr. Lovts, October 18, 1799. 


By virtue of the information of the commandant of the post of New Bourbon, captain Don Pedro 
Delassus de Luziere, and considering that the petitioner is a son of one of the most ancient inhabitants of this 
country, and that he possesses sufficient means to improve the land which he asks for, I do grant to him 
and his heirs the land he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of any person; and the surveyor, 
Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks, in a 
vacant place of the King’s domain; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat, delivering the 
same to said party, together with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession and 
title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs the distributing and granting all classes 


of land belonging to the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated from the original. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7 B. C. 


Sr. Louis, August 15, 1834. 





| 
| 


1 





Zo | & | | | 
S r ice | os as 
= | Name of original | e | Nature and date Bywhomgranted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
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200 | Joseph Chevalier | 400 | Concession, 18th} Carlos Dehault Edward F. Bond, deputy surveyor, 
Delassus. 5th February, 1806; countersigned 


| 
| | Antoine Soulard, surveyor general, 
| 





October, 1799. 


| 
| 





| 28th February, 1806. 


| 
| 
| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 22, 1808. 


Board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Hays, assignee of Gabriel Nicol, assignee of Joseph Chevalier, claiming 400 acres of land 
situate on the Mississippi, district of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board a concession from Don Car- 
los Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor, for 400 arpens, to Joseph Chevalier, dated 18th October, 1799; 
a plat of survey, dated 5th February, 1806, certified to be received for record 28th February, 1806, by 
Antoine Soulard, surveyor general; a transfer from said Chevalier to said Nicol, dated 21st January, 
1805, and a transfer from Nicol to claimant, dated 20th February, 1805. Laid over for decision. See 
book No. 4, page 64. 


Ocroser 6, 1810. 





Board met. Present: and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Hays, assignee of Gabriel Nicol, assignee of Joseph Chevalier, claiming 400 arpens of land. 
See book No. 4, page 64. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See 
book No. 4, page 521. 


January 15, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Joseph Chevalier, by his legal representative, John Hays, claiming 400 arpens of land situate in the 
county of Cape Girardeau, (see record book B, page 307; minutes, book No. 4, pages 64 and 521,) 
produces a paper purporting to be the petition of said Chevalier, the recommendation of Pre. De Luziere, 
commandant of New Bourbon, and the original concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 18th 
October, 1799; also a plat of survey by Edward F. Bond, deputy surveyor, dated 5th February, 1806, 
and received for record by Soulard, surveyor general, February 28, 1806. 
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Strate or Missourr, County of Cape Girardeau: 

John Bte. Vallé, aged about 72 years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith that 
he was well acquainted with Pierre Delassus de Luziere; that he has often seen him write; that he was 
the commandant of the post and district of New Bourbon in the year 1799; and that the name and sig- 
nature to the recommendation for said grant, made by said Pierre Delassus de Luziere, dated the 6th day 
of October, in the year 1799, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting of the said 
Pierre Delassus de Luziere. And this deponent further says that he was well acquainted with Charles 
Dehault Delassus; that he has often seen him write, and that the said Charles Dehault Delassus was the 
lieutenant governor of the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 1799, and that the name and signature 
to the said original concession from him to the said Joseph Chevalier, for 400 arpens of land, dated the 
18th October, in the year 1799, is the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting of the said 
Charles Dehault Delassus. And this deponent further says that he was well acquainted with the origi- 
nal concessionee, Joseph Chevalier, and that he was, at the date of the concession aforesaid, a citizen and 
resident in the province of Upper Louisiana. 

J. BTE. VALLE. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 27th May, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 465. 


Ocroser 21, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Joseph Chevalier, claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 465. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Joseph Cheva- 
lier, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 45. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE, 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 201.—Samven Dorsey, ciaimine 800 arpPEns. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the armies of his Catholic Majesty, and lieutenant 
governor of Upper Louisiana: 


Samuel Dorsey, surgeon for the king, in the post and district of New Madrid, humbly supplicates, 
and has the honor to represent, that, since about nine years that he has been employed in his Majesty’s 
service he has always shown his zeal and activity in fulfilling the duties of his station, being ready at 
all hours to go where his services were needed, and attending the poor gratuitously. For such long, 
slavish, and generous services, the petitioner has not received, to this day, any other reward but the small 
salary allowed him by the government, which is very far from being sufficient for the maintenance of his 
family, which is composed of ten persons. These reasons, together with the petitioner’s confidence in the 
justice and beneficence of the government he has the honor to serve, induce him now to apply to you, sir, 
and pray that you will take into consideration the length and faithfulness of his services, and grant him, 
in way of gratification, the quantity of 800 arpens of land in superficie in the district of Cape Girardeau, 
where the petitioner intends to settle with his family, and unite to the exercise of his profession that of 
agriculture. The petitioner presumes to expect this favor of your equity, and he shall never cease to 
pray Heaven for the preservation of your days. 

SAMUEL DORSEY. 
Care GirarpeEau, December 13, 1799. 


We, commandant of the post of Cape Girardeau, have the honor to inform the lieutenant governor that 
the petitioner presented himself to us, and communicated his desire to fix himself in this settlement, and 
obtain therein a concession of 800 arpens of land. To his desire we willingly acceded, in consideration 
of the utility of his profession, and of his personal merit; for these reasons we are induced to recommend 
him to the generosity of the government, as being worthy to obtain the favor he solicits. 

L. LORIMIER. 

Care Grirarpeavu, December 14, 1799. 


Sr. Louis or Itunots, December 28, 1799. 


In consequence of the information given by the commandant of the post of Cape Girardeau, Don 
Louis Lorimier, and of the circumstances stated by him, (siendo uncaso exceptuado, ) it being an unordi- 
nary case; in consideration of his zeal and good services, and that the petitioner has more than the 
number of people and the means necessary to improve the land he solicits, I do grant to him and his 
heirs the land he solicits, provided it is not prejudicial to any person; and the surveyor, Don Antonio 
Soulard, shall put the interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks on a vacant place of the 
royal domain, in the jurisdiction of said post; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat, deliver- 
ing the same, together with his certificate, to the party, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession 
and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and 
granting all classes of lands belong ng to the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated from Spanish record of concessions, book No. 1, pages 23 and 24. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. @. 
Sr. Lovts October 24, 1834. 








846 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1336. 





Samuel Dorsey’s claim of land, lying on McElmury island, opposite to Tawapity bottom, the courses and 
distances as follows, viz: Beginning at a sycamore running east 89 chains and 44 links to B, a hackberry; 
thence south 89 chains and 44 links to C, an elm; thence west 89 chains and 44 links to D, a mulberry; 
thence north 89 chains and 44 links to A, the beginning. Bounded on the southwest corner by the Mis- 
sissippi, on the west by vacant land, on the north by Stephen Quinby’s claim, on the east and south by 
vacant land. Survey bearing date the 3d of February, 1806, by John Wellborn, D. 8. Received for 


record, St. Louis, 26th February, 1806. 
ANTOINE SOULARD, S. G. T. Z. 


Truly copied from record book B, pages 395 and 396. 
‘ JULIUS DE MUN, C. é& T. B. C. 


Sr. Lovts, October 27, 1834. 
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201 | Samuel Dorsey. | 800 | Concession, 28th | Carlos Dehault John Welborn, deputy surveyor, 
December, 1799. Delassus. 3d February, 1806; received for re- 
cord 26th February, 1806, by An- 
toine Soulard, surveyor general; on 
an island opposite Tawapity bot- 
tom. 
| 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 8, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Samuel Dorsey, claiming 800 arpens of land situate on the Mississippi, district of Cape Girardeau, 
produces to the board a concession for the same from Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor, 
dated 28th December, 1799; a plat of survey, dated 3d February, 1806, certified to be received for record 
26th February, same year, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. 

Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, page 38. 


Jury 12, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Samuel Dorsey, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 3, page 38. This claim being now 
taken up, and a vote taken thereon, the board are unanimously of opinion that it ought not to be con- 
firmed. See book No. 4, page 131. 


Janvary 16, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Samuel Dorsey, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land situate in the late district 
of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 395; minutes, book No. 4, pages 38 and 131. 


State or Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Joseph Lewis, aged near fifty-two years, says he came to this country, then the province of Upper 
Louisiana, in the year 1797, in the month of March of that year; the witness was well acquainted with 
Samuel Dorsey, the claimant; witness found him a citizen and resident in the province of Upper Louisiana 
in the year 1797, and knows that said Dorsey continued a citizen and resident of the country for several 
years after the American government purchased the country. 

JOSEPH LEWIS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, one of the commissioners, this 15th October, 1833. 
L. F. LINN. 


Also came William Williams as a witness, aged about fifty-nine years, who, being duly sworn as the 
law directs, deposeth and saith that he came to this country, then the province of Upper Louisiana, in 
the spring of the year 1799; that he became soon acquainted with the original claimant, Samuel Dorsey, 
who was then a citizen and resident of the country, and that the said Dorsey continued a citizen and 
resident of the country for many years after the American government purchased the country. 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

Sworn to and subscribed in presence of 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
Jackson, October 15, 18383. 


See book No. 6, page 467. 
‘ Octoper 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 
Samuel Dorsey, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 467. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Samuel 
Dorsey, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 46. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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A. 


Nos. 202 To 230, BorH INCLUSIVE. 


General concession for 164 inhabitants of the district of Cape Girardeau. 


Nominal list of the inhabitants of Cape Girardeau, to whom, by reasons of justice, has been provisionally allowed 
to select, and settle themselves upon, certain tracts of his Majesty’s domain, at different periods, and who, not being yet 
vested with (requetes decretées) petitions decreed upon, in support of their rights, have testified the wish to have their 
respective concessions ratified and sanctioned by the government, to wit: 


No. 1. David Patterson, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 2. John Patterson, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 3. Andrew Summers, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 
No. 4. Elijah Whittaker, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No. 5. Ezekiah Dickson, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 6. Zellah Dickson, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 7. James Cooper, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 8. Daniel Brant, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 9. John Summers, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 


No. 10. Jeremiah Conway, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 11. Jeptha Cornelius, 600 arpens. 

No. 12. Jonathan Hubble, senior, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 13. Alexander Andrew, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 14. William James Williamson, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens 

No. 15. Widow James Mills, head of family, for her right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 16. Samuel Pew, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No. 17. Charles Demos, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 18. Adenston Rodgers, head of family, for his right of concession, 550 arpens. 

No. 19. Alexander Parish, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 20. John Thompson, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 21, Jonathan Buys, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 22. Benijah Laugherty, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No, 23. Lewis Latham, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No, 24. John Latham, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 25. Isaac Kelly, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 26. George Hays, head of family, for his right of concession, 600 arpens. 

No. 27. Fredick Slinker, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No. 28. Peter Crytz, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No, 29. John Hoss, head of family, for his right of concession, 650 arpens. 

No. 30. George Welker, 550 arpens. 

No. 31. William Bollinger (John’s), head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 32. Henry Bollinger, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 33. George Grount, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 34. William Timantz, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No: 35. Daniel Asherbrauner, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 36. James Ramsey, junior, an inhabitant without family, but of age to settle for himself, for his 
right of concession, together with an augmentation proportionate to his means, services, &c., 400 arpens, 

No, 37. John Guething, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No, 38. Elijah Dougherty, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 39. John Dougherty, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 40. Charles Bradley, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 41. Baptiste Godaire, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No, 42. Levi Wolveton, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No, 43. John Henthorn, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 44. John Saviour, young man, without family, residing since several years in this country, &c., 
for his right of concession, &c., 250 arpens. 

No. 45. John Simeson, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 46. Robert Guibony, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 47. James Cox, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 48. Charles Sexton, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 49. Alexander Summers, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 50. Jonathan Hubble, head of family, for his right of concession, (Itham,) 250 arpens. 

No. 51. Ebenezer Hubble, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 52. Abraham Randall, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 53. Enos Randall, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 54. Isaac Williams, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 55. Harris Austin, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 56. Daniel Hubble (Matthew’s), head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 57. Jonathan Hubbell (Jonathan’s), head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 58. John Burrows, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 59. Lemuel Hargrove, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 60. John Weaver, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 61. George Morgan, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No, 62. Elijah Welsh, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 63. Peter Franks, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 64, Barton Franks, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 65. Jacob Sharadine, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 66. John Sharadine, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 67. Thomas Rodney, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 
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No. 68. James Murphy, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 69. William Hand, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens, 

No. 70. John Hand, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 71. John Hays, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 72. Andrew Patterson, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 73. David Downard, young man, without family, &c., for his right of concession, according to 


his means, industry, &c., 300 arpens. 


No. 74. Rolland Meredith, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 75. Zebulon Reed, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 76. Washington Abernethie, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 77. Hugh Conelly, junior, head of family, for his right of concess:on, 300 arpens. 

No. 78. Jonathan Foreman, junior, 300 arpens. 

No. 79. John Tucker, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 80. Daniel Mullins, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 81. David Green, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 82. George Henderson, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 83. Michael Guinn, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No. 84. Joseph Magee, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens, 

No. 85. John May, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 86. Michael Ohagan, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 87. Cornelius Averitt, 250 arpens. 

No. 88. James Russell, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 89. William Jackson, head of family, for his right of concession, 350 arpens. 

No. 90. Philip Young, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 91. Austin Young, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 92. John Ze!lahon, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 93. George Carrender, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No. 94. Dennis Sullivan, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 95. Joseph Thompson, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 
No. 96. Daniel Grount, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 97. Henry Bollinger (Daniel’s), head of family, for his right of concessic , 300 arpens. 
No. 98. Davolt Bollinger, head of family, for his right of concession, (Daniel’s,) 300 arpens. 
No. 99. Philip Bollinger, head of family, for his rigut of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 100. Henry Bollinger (Phillips’), 300 arpens. 

No. 101. Frederick Bollinger (Phillips’), head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 
No. 102. David Bollinger (Matthias’), head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 
No. 103. Joseph Miswanger, junior, young man, without family, residing since several years in this 


district, for his right of concession, &c., 300 arpens. 


No. 104. Daniel Bollinger (John’s), head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 105. John Bollinger (John’s), head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 106. John Lorance, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 107. Jacob Probot, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 108. Daniel Helderbrand, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 109. Jacob Walker, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 110. Valentine Lorr, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 111. Benjamin Helderbrand, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 112. James James, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 113. John Henry Smith, an old man, without family, allowed for his subsistence, 200 arpens. 
No. 114. Thomas Hening, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 115. Nicholas Revelle, head of family, for his right of concession, 250 arpens. 

No. 116. Stephen Byrd, ancient inhabitant, for augmentation on account of his services, means, 


industry, &c., 400 arpens. 


No. 117. Abraham Byrd, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 
No. 118. John Byrd, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens, 

No. 119. Moses Byrd, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 120. Joseph Young, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens. 

No. 121. Josiah Lee, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens. 

No. 122. Andrew Ramsay, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 220 arpens. 
No. 123. Andrew Ramsay, senior, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens 
No. 124. William Boner, head of family, for his right of concession, 180 arpens. 

No. 125. Timothy Connelly, head of family, for his right of concession, 150 arpens. 

No. 126. Solomon Thorn, head of family, for his right of concession, 600 arpens. 

No. 127. Hippolite Marote, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 128. Samuel Bradly, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 129. John Gibony, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 130. James Dowty, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 

No. 131. James Anell, ancient inhabitant, for augmentation for his services, industry, means, &c., 


200 arpens. 


No. 132. Anthony Randall, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
No. 133. William Strother, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 
No. 134. James Randall, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
No. 135. Samuel Randall, 400 arpens. 

No. 136. Allen MceKensie, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
No. 137. Medall Randall, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
No. 138. John Losla, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens. 

No. 139. Hugh Criswell, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
No. 140. Jacob Foster, junior, head of family, for his right of concession, 150 arpens. 
No. 141. Gilbert Hector, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
No. 142. Lemuel Cheney, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 
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No. 143. Simeon Kenyon, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 

No. 144. Samuel Strother, head of family, for his right of concession, 150 arpens. 

No. 145. William Smith, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens, 

No. 146. Christopher Hays, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens, 

No. 147. Thomas Bull, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No, 148, Thomas Wellborn, head of family, for his right of concession, 500 arpens. 

No. 149. Enos Randall, senior, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No, 150. Jeremiah Thomas, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens, 

No. 151. Martin Rodney, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens. 

No. 152. Charles Lucas, head of family, for his right of concession, 600 arpens. 

No. 153. William Dougherty, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No, 154. William Murphy, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens. 

No. 155. Joseph Worthington, head of family, for his right of concession, 150 arpens. 

No. 156. Joseph Thompson, senior, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens, 

No. 157. James Cooper, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 

No. 158. Daniel Clingensmith, head of family, for his right of concession, 400 arpens. 

No, 159. George Frederick Bollinger, head of family, for his right of concession, 600 arpens. 

No. 160. Matthias Bollinger, senior, 300 arpens. 

No. 161. Daniel Bollinger, senior, head of family, for his right of concession, 300 arpens. 

No. 162. Joseph Myswanger, senior, head of family, for his right of concession, 100 arpens. 

No. 163. Adam Statler, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens. 

No. 164. Conrad Statler, head of family, for his right of concession, 200 arpens, 

The above list, making the number of one hundred and sixty-four inhabitants, and the quantity (of 
land) distributed among them, amounting to the total number of fifty thousand arpens in superficie. 

L. LORIMIER. 





Care GirarpEav, January 19, 1803. 


Sr. Lovis or Itrots, January 30, 1803. 


I, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the royal armies, lieutenant governor of Upper 
Louisiana, and sub-delegate of the general intendancy of these provinces, having examined the foregoing 
list of sundry inhabitants who have settled in the district of Cape Girardeau, with the approbation of the 
commandant, Don Louis Lorimier; considering the just and sound motives which have induced him to 
permit to them the provisional occupancy of various tracts of the royal domain, all which motives con- 
tribute to the best advantage of his Majesty’s service, and, also, of his subjects; the industry, honesty 
and fidelity of the colonists being thus forwarded and encouraged by just and well-deserved rewards; 
considering, also, the evident difficulty which the greatest part of them have to make out their petitions, 
and present them, individually, to the competent authority, all which is more fully explained in the official 
letter of the said commandant, Don Louis Lorimier, under date of 19th January, of the current year, I 
have thought fit to approve, confirm and ratify the good and judicious dispositions of the said command- 
ant in favor of the 164 inhabitants above named, and by the present decree I do grant and concede to all 
and each one of them the corresponding quantity of land annexed to his name, as expressed in the pre- 
ceding list, amounting, in total quantity, to 50,000 arpens of land in superficie, for them to enjoy and 
dispose of their respective concessions as being their legitimate property. And the surveyor, Don Anto- 
nio Soulard, after having taken cognizance of this title, (which has to remain deposited in the archives of 
Cape Girardeau, ) shall put each one of the interested in possession of his corresponding quantity of land, 
in the place occupied or selected by him, provided it belongs to the royal domain, and is not prejudicial 
to any person; after the execution of which, corresponding certificates of survey shall be expedited to 
them, in order to enable them to obtain the titles of concessions in form from the intendancy general of 
these provinces. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 

Sr. Lovis, October 23, 1834. 

Truly translated from record book B, pages 320, 321, 322, 328, and 324. 

JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. @. 





No. 202.—Joserpn THompson, 3R., CLAIMING 250 ARPENS. 
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202 | Joseph Thomp- | 250 | Concession, 30th) Carlos Dehault On Caney creek. 
son, jr. January, 1803; Delassus. 
No. 95, list A. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


DecemBer 30, 1833. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Joseph Thompson, jr., by his legal representatives, claiming six hundred and forty acres of land 
situate on Caney creek, Cape Girardeau. See book B, page 320. 
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Hugh Criswell, being duly sworn, says that he is sixty-eight years of age; that he came to the then 
district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, now county of Cape Girardeau, State of Missouri, in the 
year 1801, in which year he became acquainted with the said Joseph Thompson, jr.; that said Joseph 
Thompson, some time in said year 1801, by permission of the then commandant of that place, settled 
upon and inhabited a tract of land in said district, and being so settled upon, and an inhabitant of said 
tract of land, he, said Joseph Thompson, continued thereon as aforesaid, and in the year 1802 inhabited, 
remained, settled upon, improved, and cultivated the same, by fencing, clearing said land, and raising a 
crop of corn thereon, in said year 1802; that the said Joseph Thompson, jr., continued to reside in said 


district until the year 1820. 
HUGH CRISWELL. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 17, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


The aforesaid Hugh Criswell, being again sworn, saith, the said tract of land mentioned in the afore- 
said deposition of this deponent as having been settled upon, inhabited, cultivated, improved, and corn 
grown and raised thereon, by the said Joseph Thompson, jr., in the said year 1802, mentioned, was lying 
on a creek called Caney creek, in said district of Cape Girardeau, when and where the said Joseph 
Thompson, jr., settled upon, inhabited and cultivated the said tract of land mentioned aforesaid. 

HUGH CRISWELL. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 19, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 430. 


OctoBerR 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Joseph Thompson, jr., claiming two hundred and fifty arpens of land. Record book B, pages 320 
and following. See book No. 6, page 430, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that two hundred and fifty arpens of land ought to be con- 
firmed to the said Joseph Thompson, jr., or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and 
list A, on which the claimant is No. 95. See book No. 7, page 47. 

JAMES H. RELFE. 


JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 203.—Dawatt Bo.iincer, cLatmine 300 ARPENS. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 1, 1809. 
Board met. Present: Clement D. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Dawalt Bollinger, son of Daniel, claiming 350 arpens and 95 perches of land, situate on White 
Water, district of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on 
which claimant is No. 98, for 300 arpens; a plat of survey signed B. Cousin, and certified to be received 


for record 27th February, 1806, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. 
The following testimony in the foregoing claim was taken at Cape Girardeau, June 2, 1808, by 


Frederick Bates, commissioner. 
Philip Bollinger, sworn, says that claimant cultivated the premises in 1804. Laid over for 


decision. See No. 4, page 32. 
Fesruary 19, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Dawalt Bollinger, son of Daniel, claiming 350 arpens of land. See book No. 4, page 32. It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 279. 


January 1, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Dawalt Bollinger, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate on White Water, 


county of Cape Girardeau. See minutes, book No. 4, pages 32 and 279; record book B, page 320 and 
following. ; 

Adam Statler, 60 years of age, and Philip Bollinger, about 51 years of age, being duly sworn, depose 
and say that, in the latter part of the year 1799, they emigrated to the then district of Cape Girardeau, 
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province of Upper Louisiana, now county of Cape Girardeau, State of Missouri, where they have ever 
since resided in said State as residents of the same; that, at the same time in said year, the said Dawalt 
Bollinger emigrated to said district with these affiants; that the said Dawalt Bollinger, in the beginning 
of the year 1800, by the permission of the then commandant, settled upon and actually inhabited a tract 
of land on White Water, in said district; and being so an inhabitant and settled upon said land, he, the 
said Dawalt Bollinger, in said year, 1800, cleared, improved, and cultivated the ground on said tract of 
land, by fencing and raising thereon corn and vegetables necessary for family use, and so continued 
settled upon as an inhabitant of said tract of land, (dwellings and other buildings being erected thereon, ) 
to improve and cultivate said land from said year 1800 inclusive, annually, in continuation, growing the 
necessary grains and vegetables thereon until the change of government to the United States; that said 
Dawalt Bollinger has, ever since he emigrated to said district, continued to reside in said State. 


his 
PHILIP + BOLLINGER. 


mark. 


his 
ADAM -+- STATLER. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 16, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 436. 


Ocroper 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Dawalt Bollinger, claiming 300 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See book 
No. 6, page 436, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Dawalt Bollinger, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 98. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 
7, page 47. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 204.—Jonn Bo.iincer, son oF JOHN, CLAIMING 250 ARPENS. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Fesruary 20, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Bollinger, son of John, claiming 561 arpens 513 perches of land, situate on White Water, dis- 
trict of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claim- 
ant is No. 105, and a plat of survey, certified to be received for record 27th February, 1806, by Antoine 
Soulard, surveyor general. 

Daniel Asherbrauner, duly sworn, says that said land was first improved in 1803, and inhabited in 
the following year; he left said tract in the spring of 1805, and again removed thereon in the fall of 
same year, since which time he has continually inhabited and had ten or twelve acres in cultivation. 
He has a good dwelling-house, stables, and spring house, and has a wife and three children. See minutes, 
book No. 3, page 480. 


DeceMBER 23, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John Bollinger, son of John, claiming 561 arpens, 514 perches of land. See book No. 3, page 480. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 239. 


January 2, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Bollinger, son of John, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situated on 
White Water. Sce book No. 8,. page 480; No. 4, page 239; record book B, page 320 and following. 
Frederick Limbaugh, sixty-eight years of age, and John Calner, about forty-nine years of age, being 
duly sworn, depose and say that they have been inhabitants and residents, since the year 1800, of the 
then district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, now county of Cape Girardeau, State of Missouri; 
that some time in the latter part of the summer, or the first of the fall of 1803, the said John Bollinger, 
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son of John, by permission of the then Spanish commandant at that place, settled upon, and actually 
inhabited a tract of land, and began the improvement of the same in said year, by cutting down trees, 
and clearing the ground on said tract of land; that in the spring of the year 1804, said John Bollinger, 
so inhabiting as aforesaid, having cleared and fenced in a field of ground on said land on White Water, 
in said district, planted corn and the vegetables necessary for family use, which grew and were raised in 
the usual time in the said spring and summer of 1804, on said land; that the necessary buildings and 
dwellings on said land having been made by said John Bollinger from the time of his said settlement, 
continued so to inhabit, reside on, and cultivate said land by raising different kinds of grain thereon, 
clearing and fencing the ground from the time he first settled upon and inhabited said tract of land, as is 
herein mentioned, until the time of the formation of the State government of Missouri. 


his 
FREDERICK + LIMBAUGH. 


mark. 


his 
JOHN + CALNER. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 16, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 439. 


January 15, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of John Bollinger, son of John, claiming 640 acres of land, (see page 439 of this book, 
No. 6,) the following testimony was taken by L. F. Linn commissioner: 

William Bollinger states that he is aged fifty-six years; that he moved to and settled in the district 
of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, now State of Missouri, in the year 1800; that he was well acquainted 
with John Bollinger, son of John, who also settled in said district in the year 1800. He knows of the 
said John making an improvement on South White Water, in said district, in the spring of 1801, in which 
year it was run off by B. Cousin, the surveyor. In said year a house was built on said place, and a gar- 
den made; the next year, 1802, more ground was cleared, and corn raised on it. The said place has been 
in cultivation ever since by different persons. The said place has, in part, been entered, as this affiant is 
informed, and believes. The said place was inhabited and cultivated in the years 1801 and 1802, by John 
Bollinger. 


his 
WILLIAM X BOLLINGER. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 17, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 464. 


OcroBeER 23. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

- John Bollinger, son of John, claiming 250 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. 
See book No. 6, page 439, where this claim is entered for 640 ecres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 250 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
John Bollinger, son of John, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on 
which claimant is No. 105. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES. H. RELFE. 
Fk. R. CONWAY. 





No. 205.—ALEXANDER SumMERs, CLAIMING 250 ARPENS. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 18, 1809. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 
Alexander Summers, claiming 250 arpens of land situate on White Water, district of Cape Girardeau, 
produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 49. Laid over 
for decision. See No. 4, page 57. 


Marcu 2, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Alexander Summers, claiming 250 arpens of land. See book No. 4, page 57. It is the opinion of the 
board that this claim ought not to be granted. See No. 4, page 228. 
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January 4, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Alexander Summers, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate on the waters 
of Hubble creek, county of Cape Girardeau. See book No. 4, pages 57 and 288; record book B, page 320 and 
following. 


Srare or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Ithamer Hubble, being duly sworn, states that he is aged 71 years; that he came to and settled in 
the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, in the year 1797; that in the year 1799 or 1800, which 
this affiant is not positive, he became acquainted with one Alexander Summers, who, in one of those years, 
moved to said district and settled a place on Fastin’s creek, which is a branch of Hubble’s creek that 
empties into White Water. The said Alexander, at the time mentioned, built a cabin on said place, where 
he then resided, and raised a crop of corn and other grain on the same. The said improvement is situated 
about six or seven miles south of the present town of Jackson, Cape Girardeau county, Missouri, and is 
owned at this time by one William Williams, or his children. There was something like three or four 
acres of land cleared on said place, by the said Summers, at the time mentioned above. 


his 
ITHAMER X HUBBLE. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 18th October, 1833. e 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 443. 


Ocroser 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J.S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Alexander Summers, claiming 250 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See 
book No. 6, page 448, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 250 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Alexander Summers, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 49. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr’s claim, decision No. 202. 

JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No. 206.—Joun Guetnine, cLatMInc 500 ARPENS. 














r cn 
2 = 
= | Name of original = | Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
5 claimant. S of claim. situation. 
4 oS 
a ae | 
Arps. | 
206 | John Guething..| 500 | Concession, 380th | Carlos Dehault B. Cousin, deputy surveyor, 16th 
| ’ zs yor, 
| January, 1803; Delassus. December, 1805. Recorded by 
list A, No. 37. Soulard, 21st February, 1806. On 
fandall’s creek, Cape Girardeau. 
| 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Marcn 6, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Guething, claiming five hundred and eighty-four arpens eighty-one and three-quarters perches 
of land situate on Hubble’s creck, district of Cape Girardeau, produces to the baard, as a special permission 
to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 37; a plat of survey, dated 16th December, 1805, certified 21st 
February, 1806. Laid over for decision. See book No. 3, page 512. 


January 20, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John Guething, claiming five hundred and eighty-four arpens eighty-one and three-quarters perches 
of land. See book No. 3, page 512. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. 


See book No. 4, page 261. 


DecemBer 22, 1813. 


John Guething, claiming five hundred and eighty-four arpens eighty-one and three-quarters perches 
of land on Hubble’s creek, county of Cape Girardeau. Minutes, book No. 3, page 512; book 4, page 261. 

Robert Crump, duly sworn, says that claimant began to build a house on this tract in 1803; planted 
nurseries of fruit trees. Witness understands that claimant was induced to leave this place by the per- 
suasions of Lorimier, late commandant, who is said tv have promised claimant that he should have his 
head right, without making the usual improvements and cultivation, in consideration of his pursuing his 
mechanical employments in the village. Every year, since claimant first took possession, large quantities 
of sugar have been made under arrangements with the claimant, under whose name the place has always 
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gone. It has ever been considered as his property. Whenever persons have been employed in making 
sugar on the premises, they inhabited the place. Establishments suitable for such operations have been 
made and kept up. From the appearance of the trees in 1803, witness conjectures that there must have 
been sugar made in former years. 

Robert Gibouny, duly sworn, says that in 1798 sugar was made on this tract, and believes that it 
was also made every following year, though witness has no certain knowledge. In 1803 this land was 
claimed by Guething, and considered as his land to this time. See recorder’s minutes, page 89. 


January 6, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Guething, by his legal representatives, claiming five hundred and eighty-five arpens of land 
situated in the late district of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320; minutes, No. 3, page 512; 
No. 4, page 261; recorder’s minutes, page 89. 


Srate or Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 

George Hacker, being sworn, says he came to the district of Cape Girardeau in April, 1802; in the 
fall of that year he saw the said John, and knew him from that time up to his death, about the year 1820. 
The said John was a carpenter by trade, and worked on the King of Spain’s house, at the town of Cape 
Girardeau. He also worked at his trade for other persons in said district; he died without children, 
leaving Elizabeth as his wife and sole heir. 
GEORGE HACKER. 
Sworn to and subscribed, June 10, 1833. 


Elyah Dougherty, being sworn, states that he knew the said John in 1800; he was then working for 
Lorimier, at the town of Cape Girardeau, at his trade, which was that of a carpenter; he, afterwards, in 
1802 and 1803, worked at William Dougherty’s, in said district of Cape Girardeau. This affiant also 
understood that he had a grant, or permission to settle land, from the commandant, Lorimier. 

his 
ELYAH XK DOUGHERTY. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, June 10, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 444. 


OcTosBER 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

John Guething, claiming five hundred arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 444, where this claim 
is entered for five hundred and eighty-five arpens. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that five hundred arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the 
said John Guething, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 37. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 


7, page 48. 
F. R. CONWAY. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 





No. 207.—Nicuo.as Revei..er, cLarMIne 200 arpENs. 
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S = 

= Name of original) = Nature and date | By whom granted.; By whom surveyed, date, and 

S claimant. | s of claim. ‘ situation, 

Z 6s | 
| | 
| Arps. 

207 | Nicholas Reveillee| 200 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault | Joseph Story, deputy surveyor; 

(oe January, 1803; | Delassus. 10th February, 1806; Tawapity. 
| list A, No. 115. | 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
June 6, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Nicholas Reveillee, claiming 200 arpens of land situated on Ramsay’s creck, district of Cape Girar- 
deau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 115. 

The following testimony in the foregoing claim was taken as aforesaid at Cape Girardeau, June 7, 
1808, by Frederick Bates, commissioner: 

Solomon Thorn, duly sworn, says that in the year 1801 he saw a field enclosed (of about an acre) 
with a brush fence, and cultivated in corn, cucumbers, and other vegetables; at which time there was a 
cabin on this tract inhabited, but how long after witness does not know; said cabin was below the Big 
lick about 100 yards, on the west side of the creek. Laid over for decision. See No. 4, page 82. 


Marcn 22, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Cleinent B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
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Nicholas Reveillee, claiming 200 arpens of land. See No. 4, page 82. It is the opinion of the 
board that this claim ought not to be granted. See No. 4, page 304. 


January 6, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Nicholas Reveille, by the heirs of Andrew Ranney, claiming 200 arpens of land situated in the late 
district of New Madrid. See record book B, page 320; book No. 4, pages 82 and 304. 


Srare or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 


James Ramsay, jr., knew the said Nicholas in the district of New Madrid, in the year 1799 or 1800; 
he was a mechanic, a whitesmith by trade; worked at his trade both at New Madrid and Cape Girardeau. 


his 
JAMES X RAMSAY. 


mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, June 10, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


John Rodney, sworn, says he knew said Nicholas; he was acquainted with him first about two years 
before the change of government; he lived at that time in Cape Girardeau district; he was a mechanic, 
and affiant has seen him work as such. 

JOHN RODNEY. 

Sworn to and subscribed, June 11, 1833. : 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 445. 


OcroBer 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Nicholas Reveillee, claiming 200 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 445. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 200 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Nicholas Reveillee, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 115. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, junior’s, claim, decision No, 202. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
¥F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 208.—Joun Dovenerty, cLamine 300 aRPENs. 











fe > 

2 = 

2 | Name of original; = Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 

3 claimant. = of claim. situation. 

A | 

Arps. . 
208 | John Dougherty. | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault | On Byrd’s creek, county of Cape 

January, 1803; Delassus. Girardeau. 
list A, No. 39. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


January 7, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Dougherty, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land on the waters of Byrd’s 
creek, county of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320. 


Strate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 


Elyah Dougherty states that he moved to, and settled in the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper 
Louisiana, now State of Missouri, in 1800; that he was well acquainted with John Dougherty, who came 
to the country at the same time, that is, in 1800. The said John Dougherty was a mechanic, a carpenter 
by trade, and worked on and assisted in building the commandant’s house, at the town of Cape Girardeau, 
in 1801 and 1802. This affiant well recollects hearing the said John apply to the commandant, Don Louis 
Lorimier, for land soon after his arrival in the above district, in June, 1800. Lorimier told him to select 
his place, and he wouldstake care of it for him; that, as he was a mechanic, there was no need for him to 
improve his land, and that he (Lorimier) wanted him to work on his house in the Cape. In the month of 
July, 1800, this affiant went with the said John when he selected his place on the waters of Byrd’s creek, 
about four miles from the present town of Jackson, in said district. This affiant assisted the said John 
in making what was called a tomahawk improvement, that is, clearing out a place to build a house, and 
making brush heaps; after which, the said John went to work on the commandant’s house, as stated above. 


his 
ELYAH X DOUGHERTY. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 17, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
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Robert Green, aged 78 years, states that he moved to, and settled in the district of Cape Girardeau, 
Upper Louisiana, now State of Missouri, in the year 1800. He was well acquainted with John Dougherty, 
who moved to and settled in said district in said year 1800. The said John was a mechanic, a carpenter 
by trade. In the year 1800, this affiant was present when the said John applied to the Spanish com- 
mandant, Don Louis Lorimier, for land. Lorimier told him he should have land, and had his name put 
down on the books, but the* 'e wanted him to work for him, said Lorimier, on his house at the Cape. 
The said John hesitated, + = * imier said, ‘ Your land no run away; mechanics are not obliged to 
cultivate their land, and I wiii take care of yours for you.’ This affiant knows that the said John select- 
ed his land on the waters of Byrd’s creek, in said district, in the summer of 1800; commenced a camp, 
and made brush heaps on said place at said time. This affiant also knows that the said John worked for 
the said commandant, on his house in Cape Girardeau, in the years 1801 and 1802, under the faith, as 
this affiant understood and believes, that it was not necessary for him to improve his land. The said 
John lived in said district up to the time of his death, in 1829 or 1830. 

ROBERT GREEN. 


Sworn to and subscribed this 19th of October, 1833. 


= 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 446. 

Octoper 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relf, 
commissioners. 

John Dougherty, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 446, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said John 
Dougherty, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is 
No. 39. For concession, see Joseph Thompson’s, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 7, page 49. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 

















No. 209.—James Ramsay, gr., cLarmmne 400 arpens. 
o | = 
= | Name of original) = | Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. | ZB | of claim. situation. 
Zz | | oa | 
| aes 
| | Arps 
ee a 
209 | James Ramsay, jr.| 400 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault | On White Water, district of Cape 
| January, 1803; Delassus. Girardeau, 
| | list A, No. 36. 
| | 
| 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
7 Apri 21, 1809. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 

James Ramsay, jr., claiming 400 arpens of land situate on White Water, district of Cape Girardeau, 
produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No, 36. 

The following testimony in the foregoing claim was taken as aforesaid by Frederick Bates, commis- 
sioner, at Cape Girardeau, June 1, 1808: 

James Earle, duly sworn, says, that in 1802 he saw a cabin, a small garden spot made by the tenant 


of claimant. 
Elijah Welsh, sworn, says that land was improved in October, 1800; a hut or cabin built; claimant 


then cleared, enclosed, and the following year cultivated a small spot of ground; premises constantly 
cultivated, but not inhabited, until this time; three small spots of corn, peach trees, and water melons 
have been cultivated. Laid over for decision. No. 4, page 18. 


Fepruary 3, 1810. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
James Ramsay, jr., claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 4, page 18. It is the opinion of the 
board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 269. 
January 8, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
James Ramsay, jr., claiming 750 arpens of land situate in the late district of Cape Girardeau. See 


minutes No. 4, pages 18 and 269. ° 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

John Rodney, being duly sworn, states that he has known James Ramsay, jr., ever since the year 
1798; that he lived in the district of Cape Girardeau in that year; knows of his inhabiting and cultivating 
land in said district from the year 1798 up to the year 1816; has seen him cultivating corn, potatoes, &c., 
previous to the change of government; he was a farmer by occupation, and had a negro. 

JOHN RODNEY. 


Sworn to and subscribed, this 11th June, 1833. 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
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Ithamer Hubble, being sworn, states that he is about seventy years of age; that he knows the said 
James Ramsay, jr., well; has been acquainted with him ever since the year 1797, when he, the said 
James, first came to the district of Cape Girardeau; he knows of the said James inhabiting and culti- 
vating land in the said district in the year 1802 or 1803; he built a cabin, cleared some land, and planted 
peach trees in one of those years; the said James has lived in the country ever since; his occupation 
was that of a farmer. 

his 
ITHAMER X HUBBLE. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, this 11th June, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Ebenezer Hubble states that he is well acquainted with the said James Ramsay, jr.; he became 
acquainted with him in the year 1797, when the said James first moved to the district of Cape Girardeau; 
he thinks in the fall of 1804 he was on the improvement of the said James; and from the appearance of 
the house, logs, and peach trees, he would suppose the improvement had been made two or three years. 

his 
EBENEZER X HUBBLE. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, June 11, 1833. : 
. L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


George Hacker, being sworn, says he knew the said James Ramsay, jr., in 1802; he then lived in 
. . 5 . ‘ ; . 5 ’ = . . . hid ae . ? ? . . *. 
the district of Cape Girardeau; the said Ramsay was a farmer, and this affiant has seen him cultivatin 
. . . . ’ . . . ? 1 . . 7 
land, planting, &c., in said district, during the existence of the Spanish government; this affiant knows 
that the said James Ramsay, jr., went to New Madrid on an Indian expedition under the Spanish govern- 


ment in the year 1802. 
GEORGE HACKER. 
Sworn to and subscribed, this 11th June, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 448. 


OcrtoBer 23, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 

James Ramsay, jr., claiming 400 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See 
book No. 6, page 448, where this claim is entered for 750 arpeas. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 400 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
James Ramsay, jr., or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 36. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 


T, page 49. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 210.—Lemven Cueney, cranimye 100 arPens. 
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210; LemueliCheney. | 100 | Concession, Jan- | Carlos Dehault 
a ’ 
uary 30, 1803; Delassus. 
list A, No. 142. 























Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Marcu 4, 1809. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Lemuel Cheney, claiming 100 arpens of land situate in the district of Cape Girardeau, produces to 
the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 142. 
Laid over for decision. See No. 3, page 505. 
January 16, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Lemuel Cheney, claiming 100 arpens of land. See book No. 3, page 505. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 255. 


January 8, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. ee 
Lemuel Cheney, by the legal representatives of Andrew Ramsay, claiming 640 acres of land. See 
minutes, No. 3, page 505; No. 4, page 255. 
VOL. VI——108 F 
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James Ramsay, jr., states that he knew the said Cheney well; he came to this district of Cape 
Girardeau about the year 1798 or 1799. Knows of the said Cheney inhabiting and cultivating land in 
the said district of Cape Girardeau in the year 1799 or 1800, the precise year not recollected. He also 
built a house and planted an orchard on the said land under the Spanish government, and continued to 
reside on the same up to the time of his death, which happened in the year 1805 or 1806, which year 
deponent does not positively recollect. He cultivated the said land in corn, potatoes, &c., and was a 
farmer by occupation. 

his 
JAMES + RAMSAY. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, 11th June, 1853. 
; L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


No, 6, page 540. 
OcroBeR 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8, Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Lemuel Cheney, claiming 100 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See book 
No. 6, page 450, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are vnanimously of opinion that 100 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Lemuel Cheney, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. and list A, on which claimant 
is No. 142. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 1, 


page 50. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 211.—Awnprew Ramsay, gr., CLAIMING 220 ARPENS. 








= Name of original) & | Nature and date | Bywhomgranted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. Ss | of claim. situation. 
Z So | | 

| 

Arps. 
211 | Andrew Ram- | 220 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault 

say, jr. January, 1803; Delassus. 
list A, No. 122. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
January 9, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Andrew Ramsay, jr., by his legal representatives, claiming 750 arpens of land in the late district of 
Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320. 


SraTe or Missovri, County of Cape Girardeau: 

James Ramsay, who is aged about 53 years, states that he knew the said Andrew Ramsay, jr., well; 
that he was acquainted with him from his infancy up to the time of his death, in the year 1830; knows 
that the said Andrew had a permission to settle from Lorimier, the commandant of the said Cape 
Girardeau district, in the year 1797, when he first came to this country; he knows of his inhabiting and 
cultivating land on the Big swamp, in said district, in 1798, in pursuance of said permission, and that he 
lived on the same 12 or 15 years; he also knows that the said Andrew built a dwelling-house, stable, 
barn, &c., and cleared 25 or 30 acres of land under the Spanish government, and that he also planted an 
orchard on said land. The said Andrew was a married man when he moved to this country; had a wife 
and three or four children, and was the owner of two negroes. The said Andrew went to New Madrid 
in 1802, on an Indian expedition, and was promised by the Spanish commandant, Lorimier, 250 acres of 
land for his services on said expedition. The said Andrew died in this country in February, 1830, leav- 
ing as his heirs and legal representatives the persons mentioned in the caption of this deposition. 


his 
JAMES + RAMSAY. 


mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, this 11th June, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


John Rodney, sworn, states that he is about 44 years of age; that he knew the said Andrew Ramsay 
in the year 1798, and knows of his improving land in that year at or near the Big swamp, in the district 
of Cape Girardeau; he built a dwelling-house, and cultivated the land under the Spanish government; he 
also had an orchard and fruit trees; was a married man; had a wife and three or four children previous 


to the change of government; also negroes. 
JOHN RODNEY. 
Sworn to and subscribed, this 11th day of June, 1833. 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
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Ithamer Hubble, who is aged about 70 years, knew Andrew Ramsay, junior, well; the said Andrew 
moved to the district of Cape Girardeau in 1797; was a man with a family; had a wife and children. He 
knows of said Andrew inhabiting and cultivating land in the Big swamp, in said district, previous to 
the year 1800. The exact time he made his improvement he does not recollect; he knows of his building 
a dwelling and other houses in the Spanish times, and also claiming lands in the place mentioned, and 
that he cultivated corn, potatoes, &c. 

his 
ITHAMER X HUBBLE. 
mark 


Sworn to and subscribed, June 11, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Ebenezer Hubble states that he was well acquainted with Andrew Ramsay, junior; first saw him at 
Cape Girardeau, in 1797, and knows that he inhabited and cultivated land in the Big swamp, in Cape 
Girardeau, previous to the year 1803; he built houses, cleared land, and raised grain, under the Spanish 
government; he also built stables, corn cribs, &c.; was a man with a family; had a wife and children; 
the number this affiant does not know. The said Andrew continued to cultivate the said land, as this 
affiant knows, long after the American government was established. 


his 
EBENEZER + HUBBLE. 
mark 
Sworn to and subscribed, June 11, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See No. 6, page 451. 


Ocroper 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Andrew Ramsay, junior, claiming 220 arpens of land; record book B, page 320 and following; see 
book No. 6, page 451, where this claim is entered for 750 arpens. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 220 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Andrew Ramsay, junior, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 123. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, junior’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book 
No. 7, page 50. 

JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F. R. CONWAY. 


























No. 212.—JoserH WortHINGTON, CLAIMING 150 ARPENS. 
ry | 
3 “ | 
‘e | Name of original = | Nature and date |By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
5 claimant. 3 | of claim. situation. 
Z, oO | 
| | 
| Arps. 
212 | Joseph Worthing-| 150 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault B. Cousin, deputy surveyor; 21st 
ton. January, 1803; Delassus. December, 1805; countersigned A. 
oa A, No. 155. Soulard, surveyor general. 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 25, 1809. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 

Joseph Worthington, claiming 170 arpens of land situate on Ramsay’s creek, district of Cape Girar- 
deau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimaint is No. 155, for 
150 arpens; a plat of survey, dated 21st December, 1805, and certified to be received for record on the 
27th February, 1896, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, 
page 71. 


Marcu 13, 1810. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Joseph Worthington, claiming 170 arpens of land. See book No. 4, page 71. It is the opinion of 
the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 295. 


January 11, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Joseph Worthington, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate on the waters 
of Hubble’s creek, county of New Madrid. See record book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 4, pages 


71 and 295. 


State or Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 
John Friend, who is aged about fifty-two years, states that he moved to the district of Anse a la 
Graisse, Upper Louisiana, in the year 1799; that he was well acquainted with Joseph Worthington, of 
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the district of Cape Girardeau; he first knew him in 1801. In 1803 this affiant worked for the said 
Joseph on his improvement, at what was called the Pond place, on the waters of Hubble’s, in said dis- 
trict, now county of Cape Girardeau, Missouri. The said Joseph had a house on said place, in 1808, 
where he then lived, and had some ten or twelve acres cleared and in cultivation in corn and other things. 
This affiant knows that the said Joseph was living on said place in 1804, and for several years thereafter. 
his 
JOHN X FRIEND. 
mark. 


Sworn to, and mark made, in presence of 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
Jackson, October 15, 1833. 
See book No. 6, page 457. 
OctoseR 28, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Joseph Worthington, claiming 150 arpens of land. Book B, page 320 and following. See book No. 
6, page 457, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 150 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Joseph Worthington, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 155. For concession, sce Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 


7, page 50. 
| JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 























No. 213.—Esenezer Hupsie ciamine 250 arrens. 
e fy 
= | Name of original; = Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
S| D5 | = y Fo) yy ’ ? 
S | claimant. | 3 of claim. situation. 
A | & 
| 
| Arps 
| i & > 
213 |Ebenezer Hubble.) 250 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault Edward F. Bond, deputy sur- 
| , , puty 
| January, 1803; Delassus. veyor; 5th December, 1805; receiv- 
ilist A, No. 51. ed by Soulard, 28th February, 
1806; on White Water, county of 
Cape Girardeau. 
| | 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Apri 16, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and James L. Don- 
aldson, Esq. 

Ebenezer Hubble, claiming as aforesaid, (under the second section of the act of Congress,) 250 
arpens of land situate as aforesaid, (district of Cape Girardeau,) produces, as a special permission to 
settle, a concession, signed and dated as aforesaid, and a certificate of survey of 748 arpens 68 perches, 
dated February 28, 1806 

Ithamer Hubble, being duly sworn, says that the said claimant was, at the time of obtaining said 
concession, of the age of 21 years and upwards; that he did proceed to the improvement of said land in 
1803, sowed an acre of said land in turnips, planted peach trees; that in 1804 he put up a cabin, and 
hired a man in that year, who did cultivate the same for him. The board reject this claim. See book 


No. 1, page 240. 
Marcu 6, 1809. 


Board met. Present: Jolin B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Ebenezer Hubble, claiming 748 arpens 68 perches of land situate on White Water, district of Cape 
Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 51, 
and a plat of survey, dated 5th December, 1805; countersigned 28th February, 1806, by Antoine Soulard, 
surveyor general, The following testimony in the above claim was taken by Frederick Bates, commis- 
sioner, at Cape Girardeau, June 1, 1808. 

Ithamer Hubble, duly sworn, says that a turnip field was sowed on this land in 1803. In the follow- 
ing March a cabin was built, and claimant’s family moved into it, and have continued to inhabit and cul- 
tivate to the present day. About 12 acres in cultivation at this time; no children, but was 21 years of 
age. Laid over for decision. See book No. 3, page 510. 


January 20, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Ebenezer Hubble, claiming 748 arpens 68 perches of land. See book No. 1, page 240; No. 3, page 
510. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See No. 4, page 260. 
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January 13, 1834. 


F, R. Conway, Esq. appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Ebenezer Hubble, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land on White Water, county 
of Cape Girardeau. See book No. 1, page 240; No. 3, page 510; No. 4, page 260. Record book B, page 
320 and following. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Ithamer Hubble, being duly sworn, says that he is about 70 years of age; that he moved to Upper 
Louisiana in the year 1797, and settled in the then district of Cape Girardeau, where he has resided ever 
since. The said Ebenezer Hubble came to this country at the same time, and settled in said district of 
Cape Girardeau, where he has also resided ever since. In the year 1803, the said Ebenezer obtained a 
written permission from Lorimier, the Spanish commandant at Cape Girardeau, to settle lands, and in 
the same year, that is, in 1803, improved land on the west side of White Water, in said district of Cape 
Girardeau, and sowed the same in turnips the fall of that year. The said land has been in cultivation by 
the said Ebenezer ever since, with the exception of two or three years at different times, and with the 
exception of a part of said claim which has been entered by one Morris Young. The caid head right or 
settlement right was duly surveyed by the proper officer in the fall of 1805. That part of said claim 
which has been entered by the said Young, includes nearly all the tillable land in said survey, the 
balance heing hilly and broken. 


his 
ITHAMER x HUBBLE. 


mark 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Sworn to and subscribed, June 11, 1833. 


Ithamer Hubble, the above witness, further states that the above place of Ebenezer Hubble was not 
only put in cultivation as stated above, but was also inhabited in the month of February, 1804, at which 
time he built a house on said place. 


his 
ITHAMER XK HUBBLE. 
mark 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See No. 6, page 458. 


October 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Ebenezer Hubble, claiming 250 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See 
book No. 6, page 458, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 250 arpens of land ought to be confirmed*to the said 
Ebenezer Hubble, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claim- 
ant is No. 51. For concession, sce Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 7, 
page ol. 

JAMES H. RELFE. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No, 214.—Joun Hann, cuamine 300 arrens. 














| ae | 
| Pr 
g. | z | | 
= Name of original; | | Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. | @ of claim. | situation. 
A | @ 
| Arps. | | 
Arps. | 
214 | John Hand.... | 300 | Concession, 30th} Carlos Dehault | — B. Cousin, deputy surveyor; 6th 
January, 1803; Delassus. | December, 1805; countersigned An- 
list A, No. 10. | toine Soulard, surveyor general. 
| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Fepruary 23, 1809. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John Hand, claiming 360 arpens 213 perches of land situate on the waters of Hubble’s creek, dis- 
trict of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant 
is No. 70, and a plat of survey, dated 6th December, 1805, countersigned Antoine Soulard, surveyor 
general. 

The following testimony in the above claim was taken by Frederick Bates, commissioner, at Cape 
Girardeau, May 31, 1808: 

Ienry Hand, duly sworn, says that claimant improved or commenced improvement, 13th June, 1803, 
cleared a small lot and planted corn, since which he has enlarged his improvement, but has never inhab- 
ited. Claimant was only turned of seventeen years when he commenced his improvement. Laid over 
for decision. See book No. 3, page 489. 
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DrecemBer 29, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John Hand, claiming 360 arpens 213 perches of land. See book No. 3, page 489. It is the opinion 
of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 244. 


January 14, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq.; appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Hand, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate in the county of Cape 
Girardeau. See minutes, book No. 3, page 489; No.4, page 244; record book B, page 320 and following. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

John Hays, aged about 55 years, being duly sworn, says that he was well acquainted with John 
Hand, the original claimant; that the claimant came to this country, then the province of Upper Louisiana, 
in the spring of the year 1799, and stopped at New Madrid, and moved to the district of Cape Girardeau { 
the same fall, where he remained a citizen and cultivator of the soil till his death, a few years since. 

JOHN HAYS. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Also came Martha Dougherty, a witness aged about 48, who being duly sworn as the law directs, 
deposeth and saith that she was well acquainted with John Hand, the original claimant; witness also 
knows the land claimed, and knows that, in 1802, the said John settled on and improved the land; cleared 
in that year some land, and sowed turnips, and continued to clear more land in 1803 and 1804. He cul- 
tivated corn thereon in 1803 and 1804; that there was a house or cabin built on said land, and that the 
said tract has been continually inhabited and cultivated ever since. 





her 
MARTHA X DOUGHERTY. 
mark. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Also came Mary Goza, a witness aged about 43 years, who being duly sworn, deposeth and saith 
that she was well acquainted with John Hand, the original claimant; witness also knows the land claimed, 
and she knows that John Hand settled on and improved and cultivated the same as early as the year 
1803; there were several acres of land fenced and cleared, and a garden in cultivation; this witness 
dropped the corn for said Hand in 1803 herself; she also knew that house logs were then cut, hauled, and 
lying on the ground; and she further knows that the house was raised and fenced the same year; and 
she further knows that the said land has been constantly inhabited and cultivated ever since. 


her 
MARY X GOZA. 


mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 19, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See No. 6, page 461. 


Octoser 23, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
John Hand, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 461, where this claim is entered 


for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said John 
Hand, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is No. 
70. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, junior’s, claim, decision No. 203; see book No. 7, page 51. 

JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
: F. R. CONWAY. 








No. 215.—James Cox, crarmine 300 arpens. 











© = | 
ee oa a — | 
= | Name of original) = | Nature and date | Bywhom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. Ss | of claim. situation. 
a o | 
| 
Arps. 


215 | James Cox..... | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault 
January, 1803; Delassus. 


list A, No. 47. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 18, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 
James Cox, claiming 240 arpens of land situate on Giboney’s creck, district of Cape Girardeau; pro- 














1835.] LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 863 





duces to the board an affidavit of permission for John Cox to settle on vacant land, dated 3d June, 
1808. 
Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, page 60. 


NovemBer 26, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
James Cox, claiming 240 acres of land. See book No. 4, page 60. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 15. 


January 14, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
James Cox, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate on Randall’s creek, county 
of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 4, page 60; No. 5, page 15. 


State or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Richard Waller states that he was well acquainted with James Cox; he first knew him in the district 
of Cape Girardeau, in the year 1798. He knows of the said James inhabiting and cultivating land on the 
waters of Randall’s creek, in said district, Upper Louisiana, in the years 1801, 1802, 1803, and 1804, and 
since. The said James had a house on said place, and about six or seven acres cleared in the years men- 
tioned above; there were also stables and corn-cribs on said place. 

RICHARD WALLER. 

Sworn to and subscribed, this 18th of October, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


David Green, who is fifty years of age, states that he moved to and settled in the district of Cape 
Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, now State of Missouri, in the year 1800; that, in the spring of 1802 or 1803, 
which he cannot positively state, he was passing from the Big swamp to Byrd’s settlement, in said dis- 
trict, when he came in view of two or three improvements on: Randall’s creek, where he met James Cox, 
whom he had known in said district for several years. This affiant asked the said James who lived there, 
and was told by the said James that his father lived at the left hand place, and that he, the said James, 
owned the other, and lived there. This affiant was well acquainted with the said James, though he had 
never been at his house. The said James continued to live in said district up to the time of his death, 
one or two years ago. He was a farmer, and followed that occupation. 

D. GREEN. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 462. 


OctoBer 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

James Cox, claiming 300 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See book No. 6, 
page 462, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said James 
Cox, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is No, 47. 
For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 7, page 51. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 216.—Joun Patterson, cuatminc 400 ArPENs. 











| * ! ! 
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216 | John Patterson. | 400 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault 
January, 1803; | Delassus. | 
list A, No. 2. | | 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Janvary 14, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
John Patterson, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate on Hubble's creek, 
county of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320. 


Tue Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Hugh Criswell states that he moved to and settled in the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisi- 
ana, in the year 1801, and that he is well acquainted with John Patterson, then, and still, a resident of 
said district. This affiant knows of the said Patterson obtaining permission to settle from Lorimier, the 
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commandant at Cape Girardeau, in said year, and that he actually settled a place on Hubble’s creck, in 
said district, in the year 1801, and in 1802 he, said Patterson, raised corn and other grain on said place. 
This afliant knows that the said Patterson inhabited and cultivated said place in the years 1802, 1808, 
1804, and 1805. The said Patterson was a mechanic, a blacksmith by trade, which trade he carried on 
at said place in the years mentioned above. The said Patterson was a man with a family previous to the 
change of government, consisting of his wife and three children, The said Patterson had a large hewed 
log house on said place; an orchard of both apples and peaches, previous to 1804. The quantity of 
cleared land this affiant cannot state; there were, perhaps, seven or eight acres. 
HUGH CRISWELL. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 14, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 463. 


Ocroser 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

John Patterson, claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 463, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 400 acres of land ought to be confirmed to the said John 
Patterson, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is 
No. 2. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 7, page 52. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No. 217. Jeprua Cornewivs, cLAiminc 600 arPENs. 








= | Name of original} = Nature and date | By whom granted. By whom surveyed, date, and 

= | claimant. = of claim. situation. 

A | o 
| Arps. | 

217 Jeptha Cornelius. | 600 | Concession, 30th} Carlos Dehault Six hundred arpens, by B. Cousin, 

| January, 1803; Delassus. deputy surveyor; 10th September, 
| | list A, No. 11. 1805; countersigned Ante. Soulard, 
surveyor general, 











| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Arrit 12, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and James L. Don- 
aldson, Esq. 

Henry Howard, assignee of Joseph Young, assignee of Jeptha Cornelius, claiming, as aforesaid, 
(under the 2¢ section of the act,) 600 arpens of land situate as aforesaid, (district of Cape Girardeau, ) 
produces the aforesaid concession from Charles D. Delassus, dated as aforesaid, (30th January, 1803,) 
and a certificate of survey of 585 arpens and 44 perches, (600 arpens,) dated December (September) 
10th, 1805; a deed of transfer from Jeptha Cornelius to Joseph Young, dated September 9th, 1803, and 
another deed of transfer from said Young to claimant, dated May 21st, 1804. 

James Earle, being duly sworn, says that the said Joseph Young did, prior to, and on the 20th day 
of December, 1803, actually inhabit and cultivate the said tract of land. 

The board grant the said claimant, assignee of Joseph Young, 600 arpens of land situate as aforesaid, 
(district of Cape Girardeau, ) as per the said concession. Sze book No. 1, page 232. 


Freprvuary 19, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B.C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 

Henry Howard, assignee of Joseph Young, assignee of Jephtha Cornelius, claiming 600 arpens of 
land. See book No. 1, page 232. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. 
See No. 4, page 280. 


January 16, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Jeptha Cornelius, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres gf land situated on Cane creek, 
county of Cape Girardeau. See minutes, book No. 1, page 232; No. 4, page 280; record book B, page 
320 and following. 


Srate or Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Moses Byrd states that he moved to and settled in the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, 
in the year 1799; that he was well acquainted with Jeptha Cornelius, who moved to and settled a place 
on Cane creek, a branch of Byrd’s creek, in said district, either in the latter part of the year 1801, or 
fore part of the year 1802, which, this affiant is not sure. The said Cornelius built a house on said land 
previous to 1803, and raised two crops of corn on said land; and in September, 1803, sold and transferred 
the said land and improvements to one Joseph Young. The said Young sold and transferred the said land to 
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Henry Howard who moved on the said place early in the year 1804, when the said Cornelius moved out of 
the house on said place. The said Howard continued to inhabit and cultivate said place until his death, 
which happened some eight or ten years ago. His widow and family still inhabit said plantation. This 
affiant recollects that said place was inhabited and cultivated many years after its first settlement, either 
by Cornelius or Howard, until many years after 1804. The said Cornelius had a family, consisting of his 
wife, himself, and a good many children; the precise number this affiant cannot state. Henry Howard 
also had a large family, consisting of his wife and children; but the precise number this affiant cannot 
state. He speaks of their families as they were when they first moved to the country. This affiant lived, 
at the time, in the neighborhood of said place mentioned above. 
MOSES BYRD. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 17, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 468. 
Ocroser 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Jeptha Cornelius, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 468, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 600 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Jeptha Cornelius, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession and list A, on which claimant 
is No. 11. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 7, page 52. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 218.—Enos Ranpatt, cuatuine 300 ARPENs. 
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218 | Enos Randall... | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault B. Cousin, deputy surveyor; 7th 
January, 1803; Delassus. December, 1806. Recorded by 
list A, No. 149. Soulard, surveyor general, twenty- 

first February, 1806. 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Fesruary 11, 1809. 

Board met. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates. 

Enos Randall, senior, claiming 359 arpens 854 perches of land situate on the waters of Cape la 
Cruche, produces to the board, as a permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 149; a plat of 
survey, dated 7th December, 1805, and certified 21st February, 1806. 

Thomas Bull, being duly affirmed, says that said land is situate on the waters of Cape la Cruche; 
that claimant settled in the year 1806 or 1807, built a cabin, and enclosed five or six acres, and has 
continued to cultivate and inhabit to the present day; has a wife and one child. Laid over for decision. 
See book No. 3, page 468. 


DeEcEeMBER 22, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Engs Randall, senior, claiming 350 arpens 85} perches of land. See book No. 3, page 468. It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 235. 


January 16, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Enos Randall, senior, claiming 640 acres of land situate in the county of Cape Girardeau. See record 
book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 3, page 468; No. 4, page 235. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

William Williams states that’ he came to the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, in the 
year 1799, and has continued to reside in said district ever since; that he was well acquainted with Enos 
Randall, senior; the said Enos Randall lived, at that time, on Randall’s creek, in said district, and had 
a large improvement, say from twenty to forty acres of land, cleared previous to the change of govern- 
ment. He had built on said improvement a dwelling-house, stables, cribs, &c., and had a large family, 
consisting of himself, his wife, and five or six children, four sons, and one or two daughters, prior to the 
4th of March, 1804, at which time the said Randall cultivated said place. 
WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 16, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 469. 
VOL. VII 109 F 
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Ocroser 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners, 

Enos Randall, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 469, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said Enos 
Randall, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is No. 
149. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 7, page 52. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 























No. 219.—Josrern NiswaNGER, JR., CLAIMING 300 ARPENs. 
as | 
mI my | 
S _ | i‘ | 
"= | Name of original = Nature and date By whom granted.. By whom surveyed, date, and 
=) claimant. S of claim. | situation. 
Zz co | 
Arps. 
219 | Joseph Niswan- | 300 | Concession, 30th} Carlos Dchault | 427} acres, by James Boyd, de- 
ger, jr. January, 1803; Delassus. | puty surveyor; signed B. Cousin, 
list A, No. 103. | countersigned Antoine Soulard, 
surveyer general. On White Wa- 
| | ter. 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Fesruary 20, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Joseph Niswanger, jr., claiming five hundred arpens of land situate on White Water, district of 
Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 
103, and a plat of survey, certified to be received for record February 27, 1806, by Antoine Soulard, 
surveyor general. 

The following testimony was taken by Frederick Bates, commissioner in the above claim, at Cape 
Girardeau, May 31, 1808: 

Frederick Limbaugh, sr., duly sworn, says that said land was first settled in 1804, for claimant, at 
which time a cabin was built and stables, five or six acres cleared and cultivated, and premises have 
been uninterruptedly inhabited and cultivated by or for claimant, to the present time; claimant has a 
wife and one child. Laid over for decision. See book No. 3, page 482. 


DecemBer 29, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Joseph Niswanger, jr., claiming five hundred arpens of land. See book No. 3, page 482. It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 242. 


January 17, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Joseph Niswanger, jr., by his legal representatives, claiming six hundred and forty acres of land 
situate on White Water, county of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 
3, page 482; No. 4, page 242. 


State oF Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Martin Thomas states that he is well acquainted with Joseph Niswanger, jr., who was living in the 
district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, when this affiant moved to said district in 1808; the said 
Niswanger was living at that time on Big White Water, in said district, and had something like twelve 
or fifteen acres in corn and other grains. He had a house, a stable, cribs, and other buildings; he was a 
married man previous to the change of government; he had peach trees growing on said land when this 
affiant settled in the country in 1803, on the place mentioned above, where the said Niswanger resided in 
1803 and 1804, and still lives on said place. 

his 
MARTIN X THOMAS. 
mark. 


Sworn to, October 16, 1833, before 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Frederick Limbaugh states that he is well acquainted with the said Joseph Niswanger, jr.; that he 
has read the above statement of Martin Thomas, and knows the facts therein contained are true. 


his 
FREDERICK X LIMBAUGH. 
mark. 


Sworn to before 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 471. 
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Octoper 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J.S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 

Joseph Niswanger, jr., claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 471, where this claim is 
entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Joseph Niswanger, jr., or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 103. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 


7, page 53. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
¥. R. CONWAY. 





No, 220.—Samvet RanpALL, JR., CLAIMING 400 ARPENS. 





| 
| 











= Name of original! & | Nature and date | By whom granted.) By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. S| of claim. situation. 
a o | 
Arps. | 
220 |Sam’l Randall, jr.| 400 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault 
| January, 1803; Delassus. 
| list A, No. 135. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Novemser 1, 1811. 


‘Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Saniuel Randall, claiming 400 arpens of land situate in the district of Cape Girardeau, produces to 


the board list A, on which claiinant is No. 135. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not 
to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 390; record book B, page 320. 


January 17, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Samuel Randall, jr., claiming 640 acres of land situate on Randall’s creek, county of Cape Girardeau. 


See book No. 5, page 390. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Abraham Randall, who is 50 years of age, states that he moved to and settled in the district of Cape 
Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, in the year 1797; that he was well acquainted with Samuel Randall, jr., 
formerly of said district. This affiant knows of the said Samuel’s improving a place on Randall’s creek, 
in said district, in said year 1797, which place the said Samuel continued to cultivate and inhabit from the 
year 1797 up to his death, which took place in 1801. The said Samuel had something like thirty acres 
cleared and in cultivation at the time of his death, mentioned above; there were also a dwelling-house, 
stables, corn-crib, and an orchard, on said place at the time mentioned above. The said Samuel had, at 
the time of his death, a wife and two children, and also two negroes. The said land is situated about 
three miles southeast from the present town of Jackson, and is owned by one John Randall. This aftiant 
has frequently heard the commandant, Don Louis Lorimier, remark and tell the settlers that he wanted 
them to live near each other, as it was a frontier country, and, if they settled, they should have additional 
grants elsewhere. 

his 
ABRAHAM XK RANDALL. 
mark. 

Sworn to and subscribed, this 18th of October, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See No. 6, page 472. 

Octoper 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 

Samuel Randall, jr., claiming 400 arpens of land. See record book B, page 320 and following. See 
book No. 6, page 472, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 400 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Samuel Randall, jr., or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 135. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 
T, page 53. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 


wes 
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Zz 
° 


. 221.—Freperick Bo.iincer, cLamine 300 ARPENs. 












Nature and date |Bywhom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
of claim. situation. 


Name of original 
claimant. 


Number. 
Quantity. 














Arps. 
221 | Frederick Bollin- | 300 | Concession, 30th} Carlos Dehault | On White Water, Cape Girardeau. 
ger. January, 1803; Delassus. 
list A, No. 101. 
























| 


} 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Novemser I, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Frederick Bollinger, son of Philip, claiming 300 arpens of land situate in the district of Cape Girar- 
deau, produces to the board list A, on which claimant is No, 101. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See No. 5, page 389. 


January 20, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Frederick Bollinger, claiming 640 acres of land situate on White Water, district of Cape Girardeau. 
See book No. 5, page 389. 

Daywalt Bollinger, 51 years of age, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he came to the then 
district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, a province of the King of Spain, now county of Cape Girar- 
deau, State of Missouri, in the year 1799, where this deponent has ever since resided as an inhabitant 
and resident of the same; that at said time the said Frederick Bollinger came to said district as an emi- 
grant, with this affiant; that at said time the said Frederick Bollinger, in the said year 1799, settled upon 
and actually inhabited a tract of land, by permission of the Spanish commandant, on White Water, in 
said district; and being so an inhabitant and settled upon said land, he, the said Frederick Bollinger, in 
the year 1800, began the improvement and cultivation of the same, by clearing ground, fencing fields, 
planting and growing corn and vegetables thereon; that said Frederick Bollinger, during the years 1800, 
1801, 1802, and 18038, in each of said years, actually inhabited, settled upon, and cultivated said tract of 
land, raised corn and vegetables thereon, and remained on said tract of land as aforesaid, (having erected 
the necessary buildings thereon,) until the transfer of said country to the United States, and until the 
Spanish government had ceased to exercise any authority over the same; that the said Frederick Bollinger 
has continued to reside in said district from the time he first emigrated to it, as mentioned, until the pre- 
sent time. 

DAYWALT BOLLINGER. : 

Signed and sworn to, October 16, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 476. 


Octoser 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Frederick Bollinger, claiming 300 arpens of land. Record book B, page 320 and following. See 
book No. 6, page 476, where this claim is entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Frederick Bollinger, or tohis legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No, 101. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 
7, page 53. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 














No. 222.—Davin Bot.incer, cLammine 300 arpPeENs. 

= | Name of original 5 Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 

= claimant. S of claim. situation. 

7, S 

; Arps. 
222 | David Bollinger. | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault | On White Water, Cape Girardeau. 

January, 1803; Delassus. 
list A, No. 102. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Novemser 1, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

David Bollinger, son of Matthias, claiming 300 arpens of land situate in the district of Cape Girar- 
deau, produces to the board list A, on which claimant is No, 102. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 389. 


January 23, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
David Bollinger, claiming 640 acres of land situated on White Water, district of Cape Girardeau. 
See book No. 5, 889; book B, page 320. 


Strate oF Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 

This day personally appeared before me, L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed, &c., Mat- 
thias Bollinger, of lawful age, who, being duly sworn according to law, deposeth and saith that he is 
well acquainted with David Bollinger; that he emigrated with this affiant and others from North Carolina 
to Upper Louisiana (now State of Missouri) in the year 1799; that, in the year of 1803, this affiant knows 
that the said David Bollinger obtained of Louis Lorimier, then commandant of the post and district of Cape 
Girardeau, a permission or grant to settle 300 arpens of land on White Water, in said district; that the 
said David Bollinger is a farmer; that he has made valuable improvements on his land; that he has lived 
in the same neighborhood ever since he came to the country in 1799. This affiant states that said David 
Bollinger commenced improving and cultivating in 1803, and has cultivated the same ever since, 

MATTHIAS BOLLINGER. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 16, 1833. 

‘ L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 481. 


OcroBeR 23, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 

David Bollinger, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 481, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
David Bollinger, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant 
is No. 102. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 7, page 
54. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 








No. 223. 


Martratas Bo.iincer, cLaminc 300 ARPENS. 











a > 
© = 
+ _. ~ - 
r= Name of original = Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
Z claimant. F | of claim. situation, 
y, 
Arps. 
223 | Matthias Bollin- | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault James Boyd, deputy surveyor; 
ger. January, 1803; Delassus. signed B. Cousin, and countersign- 
list A, No. 160. ed A. Soulard, surveyor general. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


May 1, 1809. 


Board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Matthias Bollinger, claiming 350 arpens 95 perches of land situate on White Water, in the district 
of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is 
No. 160; a plat of survey, signed B. Cousin, and certified to be received for record on the 27th February, 
1806, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, page 33. 


Feprvuary 19, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Matthias Bollinger, senior, claiming 350 arpens 95 perches of land. See book No. 4, page 33. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 280. 


January 24, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Matthias Bollinger, claiming 640 acres of land situate in Cape Girardeau county. See record book 
B, page 320; minutes, book No. 4, pages 33 and 280. 












































870 PUBLIC LANDS. [No. 1336. 





Srate or Missovrt, County of Girardeau: 

This day personally appeared before. L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed, &c., Adam 
Stotler, a resident of Cape Girardeau county, of lawful age, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith 
that he is well acquainted with Matthias Bolinger, senior. This affiant emigrated in company with him 
from North Carolina to Upper Louisiana, (now State of Missouri, ) in the year 1799; that the said Bollinger 
settled on the waters of White Water, in the district of Cape Girardeau, in said year. This affiant knows 
that in the year 1803 the said Matthias Bollinger obtained from Louis Lorimier, commandant of Cape 
Girardeau district or post, an additional permission of 300 arpens of land, so that his original permission 
to settle 500 arpens might be augmented to 800 arpens, his family consisting of himself, his wife and 
seven children. This affiant assisted to carry the chain in surveying the additional 300 arpens in 1803. 
This affiant knows that the said Bollinger has lived on the place he first settled when he came to the 
country, in 1799, and now lives on the same. Being a farmer, he has made valuable improvements in 
buildings and orchards. This affiant further states that, on the additional permission which the said 
Bollinger received, he has gone on improving the same, making a plantation, building a fine house, barn, 
and other necessary buildings, and growing a fine orchard; this affiant says he knows the said Bollinger 
commenced improving and cultivated the same in 1800 up to the present time. 

ADAM STOTLER., 

Sworn to and signed October 16, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 482. 

Octoper 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 

Matthias Bollinger, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 482, where this claim is 
entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Matthias Bollinger, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 160. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, junior’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book 


No. 7, page 54. 
JAMES 8. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 224.—Conrap Sror.er, charming 200 arpens. 








| 
| 
| 
: 
| 








= S| | 
Ei | 2 ! | 
= | Name of original; = | Nature and date | By whom granted.) By whom surveyed, date, and 
= | claimant. |} 3s | of claim. | situation. 
7, | oe | | 
— ! | | 
| | Arps. | 
224 Conrad Stotler. | 200 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault James Boyd, deputy surveyor; 
| | January, 1803; Delassus. | received for record 27th February, 
| list A, No. 164. 1806, by Ant. Soulard, surveyor 
| | | general, 
| | 








Evidence, with reference to minutes and records, 
Fesrvary 20, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Conrad Stotler, claiming 233 arpens 96 perches of land situate on White Water, district of Cape 
Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 164, 
and a plat of survey, certified to be received fur record February 27, 1806, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor 


general. : ‘ , : issi 
The following testimony in the above claim was taken by Frederick Bates, commissioner, at Cape 


Girardeau, May 31, 1808: ‘Syn 
Joseph Niswanger, senior, affirmed, says there is no cultivation; two years ago a house was built, 


which still remains; no other improvement. Laid over for decision. Sce book No. 3, page 483. 


DecemBer 29, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 
Conrad Stotler, claiming 233 arpens 96 perches of land. (See book No. 3, page 483.) It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 242. 


Janvary 27, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. | 
Conrad Stotler, claiming 640 acres of land situate on White Water, county of Cape Girardeau. See 
record book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 3, page 483, and No. 4, page 242. 


Srare or Missouri, County of Cape Girardeau: 
This day personally appeared before me, Lewis F Linn, one of the commissioners appointed under, 
&c., Matthias Bollinger and Adam Stotler, of Cape Girardeau county, of lawful age, who, after being duly 
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sworn according to law, depose and say that they were well acquainted with Conrad Stotler both in North 
Carolina and in Upper Louisiana, (now State of Missouri;) that he came, in company with these afliants and 
a number of others, to the district of Cape Girardeau in the year 1799, then under the Spanish government; 
that the said Conrad Stotler got a permission from Louis Lorimier, then commandant of the district of 
Cape Girardeau, to settle on 500 arpens of land, on White Water, in said district; that the said Stotler 
went on to improve the same by building dwelling-houses, barns, and other necessary buildings, and 
planted an orchard, which bears fine fruits, and continued to live on and cultivate the said land for 21 or 
22 years;.that, after the said Conrad had settled, improved, and lived on said land some time, the said 
Louis Lorimier, commandant, gave to the said Conrad an additional permission, in 1803, so as to make 
his original permission 700 arpens; which addition the said Conrad laid adjoining his 500 arpens tract, 
and had the same surveyed. These affiants further state that said Conrad Stotler commenced cultivating 
the first 500 arpens tract in 1800. 
MATTHIAS BOLLINGER. 
ADAM STOTLER. 

Signed and sworn to October 16, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


a 


See book No. 6, page 484. 


Ocroper 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: IF. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Conrad Stotler, claiming 200 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 484, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 200 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Conrad Stotler, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant 
is No. 164. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No.7, page 54. 

JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No. 225.—Va entine Lorre, ciramine 300 arpens. 























oo ry 
2 35) 
= | Name of original} Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
s claimant. S of claim. situation. 
Z & | 
Arps. 

225 | Valentine Lorr..} 300 | Concession, 30th; Carlos Dehault James Boyd, deputy surveyor; 
January, 1803; Delassus. received for record 27th February, 
list A, No. 110. | 1806, by A. Soulard, surveyor 

| general, 
| | 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Frsrvary 20, 1809. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Valentine Lorr, claiming 350 arpens 95 perches of land situate on White Water, district of Cape 
Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 110; 
and a plat of survey, certified to be received for record 27th February, 1806, by Antoine Soulard, sur- 
veyor general. 
The following testimony in the above claim was taken by- Frederick Bates, commissioner, at Cape 
Girardeau, May 31, 1808: 
Joseph Niswanger, senior, affirmed, says claimant, in the year 1804, made preparation for building, 
but never established his cabins. No enclosure; no cultivation, Laid over for decision, See No. 3, 
page 484. 
December 29, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Valentine Lorr, claiming 350 arpens 95 perches of land. See book No. 3, page 484. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 242. 


Janvary 28, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 


Valentine Lorr, claiming 640 acres of land situate in the district of Cape Girardeau. See record 
book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 3, page 484, and No. 4, page 242. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Personally appeared before L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed, &c., Joseph Niswanger, 
of lawful age, who, being sworn, deposcth and saith that he was well acquainted with Valentine Lorr; 
that said Lorr emigrated to this country with this deponent, in the year 1799, and from that time till 
1803 he had been, without interruption, honestly employed in the cultivation of the earth; that, in 1808, 
he received a grant for 300 arpens, from Louis Lorimier, then Spanish commandant of the post of Cape 
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Girardeau; that said Lorr made some improvements on said land, and had the same surveyed, and that 
the same has been cultivated and improved ever since; that said Lorr was a single man, and had no 
trade or profession. 

i 


his 
JOSEPH XK NISWANGER. 


mark. 


Signed and sworn to, October 17, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Joseph Baker, of lawful age, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he emigrated to this country 
in the year 1800; that he was acquainted with the above-named Valentine Lorr; that he knew he was a 
farmer, and generally raised a crop of grain every year; that he purchased corn from him in the year 
1800, and was present when he obtained the permission to settle on 300 arpens, from the commandant at 
Cape Girardeau, in the year 1808. 

Question by commissioner. Did he raise corn or any other production on this tract? 

Answer. Cannot say; do not know. 

JOSEPH BAKER. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 15, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 486. 


Octoper 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Valentine Lorr, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 486, where this claim is entered 
for 640 acres. The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to 
the said Valentine Lorr, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 110. . For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book 


No. 7, page 55. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No, 226.—Brnsamin HELDERBRAND, CLAIMING 300 ARPENS. 











| 
e ia 
o 
= Name of original E Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. s of claim. situation. 
Z oe 
Arps. 
226 | Benjamin Helder- | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault James Boyd, deputy surveyor; 
brand. January, 1803; Delassus. received for record by A. Soulard, 
list A, No. 111. surveyor general, 27th February, 
1806; on the waters of White Wa- 
ter, Cape Girardeau. 























Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Fesruary 3, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Benjamin Helderbrand, claiming 300 arpens of land situate on White Water, district of Cape Girar- 
deau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 111, for 300 
arpens; a plat of survey, signed B. Cousin, and certified to be received for record the 27th February, 
1806, by Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. 

The following testimony in the foregoing claim was taken, by authority from the board, at Cape 
Girardeau, June 2, 1808, by Frederick Bates, commissioner: 

Frederick Spinher, duly sworn, says that claimant settled in 1805, built a cabin, and cleared about 
four acres, and still inhabits and cultivates. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 269. 


December 19, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Benjamin Helderbrand, claiming 640 acres of land situate on the waters of White Water, Cape 


Girardeau. See record book B, page 320; minutes No. 4, page 269. 


Srate or Missouri, County of Madison: 

Peter Ground, aged: about seventy-three years, being duly sworn as the law directs, deposeth and 
saith that he has been in this country about thirty-three years; that he is well acquainted with Benjamin 
Helderbrand, the original claimant; that he came to this country, then the province of Upper Louisiana, 
in the fall of 1803; that the claimant had a wife, and settled on the land claimed in the spring of 1804; 
that he built a house; this witness helped to hew the logs and put up the house, and then claimant went 
on to clear land and make fences, say some four or five acres, and put in and raised a crop of corn thereon. 
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This witness says he was present and marked the trees when the land was surveyed in 1806, by one 
Boyd, the deputy surveyor, and that the said tract of land has been actually inhabited and cultivated 
ever since. 
his 
PETER X GROUND. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 3lst May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 402. 
Ocroser 23, 1834. 


The board mct pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Benjamin Helderbrand, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 402, where this claim is 
entered for 640 acres, 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Benjamin Helderbrand, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 111. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 


6, page 55. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
Fk. R. CONWAY. 





No. 227.—Davin Green, cLaimine 300 ARPENS. 














i 
= | Name of original 5 Nature and date | By whom granted.. By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. S| of claim. situation. 
7, F | 
| 
Arps. | 
227 | David Green....| 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault Barth. Cousin, deputy surveyor; 
| January, 18038; | Delassus. 28th November, 1805. Counter- 
| list A, No. 81. | signed by Soulard, surveyor gene- 
| _ral. On Byrd’s creek, Cape Girar- 
| deau. 
| 











Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Apri. 21, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

David Green, claiming 347 arpens 53} perches of laud, situate on Byrd’s creek, district of Cape 
Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is No. 81, 
for 300 arpens; a plat of survey, dated 28th November, 1805, signed B. Cousin, and countersigned A, 
Soulard, surveyor general. Laid over for decision, book No. 4, page 15. 


January 24, 1810. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, commissioners. 
David Green, claiming 347 arpens 53} perches of land. See book No. 4, page 15, It is the opinion 
of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 264. 


December 20, 1833. 

F. R. Conway Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

David Green, claiming 347 arpens, 53 perches of land, situate on Byrd’s creek, Cape Girardeau. 
See book B, page 320. Minutes, book No. 4, pages 15 and 264. Produces a paper purporting to be a 
plat and a survey of the said land, dated 28th November, 1805, signed B. Cousin, and countersigned 
Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. 

Aprit 18, 1833. 
Sratr or Missovrt, Cape Girardeau County: 

Personally appeared before me, L. F. Linn, commissioner, Robert Green, who, being duly sworn 
according to law, deposeth and saith, that some time early in the year 1802, he was at Louis Lorimier’s 
former commandant at the post of Cape Girardeau, (Upper Louisiana,) who introduced a conversation 
with this deponent, by stating that David Green, son of the deponent, had applied to him, some time 
previous, for a grant of land, or permission to settle on public land; that he, Lorimier, intended the said 
David should have a certain tract or piece of land that joined this deponent on the north. David Green 
was anxious to go and improve the same; but, as deponent had settled on a new place, and stood in need 
of his son’s assistance to open a farm on his own land, he told his son David, if he would first assist this 
deponent to open and improve his farm, he would then assist his son David to improve his tract. David 
expressed some fears if he did not immediately improve his tract it might be taken from him. Some time 
after, this deponent saw Lorimier, the above named commandant, and held a conversation with him on 
the subject, who assured the deponent that, as David Green was settled permanently in the country, it 
was not necessary for him to improve the land immediately, but at some subsequent time; that his orant 
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should not be taken from him on that account. Some time after this, Bartholomew Cousin, the surveyor, 
came to this deponent’s house, and informed his son, David Green, that the commandant had ordered him 
to survey his claim of land, which he did, and was paid by said David for the same. The tract of land 
claimed by said David has been inhabited and cultivated twenty-three or twenty-four years ago, and is 
now inhabited and cultivated as the property of said David. This deponent states that he will be seventy- 
eight years of age in September next, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


ROBERT GREEN. 


Sworn to and subscribed, day and date above written. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 403. 


Ocroser 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

David Green, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 403, where this claim is entered 
for 347 acres 535. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
David Green, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is 
No. 81. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 7, page 55. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No, 228.—Gerorce Henperson, chamine 300 ARPENs. 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





| Rs . | 
| | > | | 
© | | —_ ] 
=) oa —: | Sed } +r | | 
= Name oforiginal; § | Nature and date By whom granted.) By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. | gs of claim. situation, 
4. oS 
| Arps. | 
228 Geo. Henderson. ; 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault Edward F. Bond, deputy surveyor; 
| | January, 1803; Delassus. 300 acres; February 5th, 1806; 
| list A, No. 82. countersigned A. Soulard, surveyor 
| | general, 28th February, 1806. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
JUNE 6, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

George Henderson, claiming 300 arpens of land situated at the big bend of the Mississipi, district 
of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as a special permission to settle, list A, on which claimant is 
No. 82; and also a certificate of permission to settle, from Louis Lorimier, commandant of Cape Girar- 
deau district, dated 7th June, 1808, sworn to before Robert Green; a plat of survey, dated 5th February, 
1806, signed Edward F. Bond, and countersigned Antoine Soulard, surveyor general, 28th February, 
1806. Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, page 82. 


Marcn, 22, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
George Henderson, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 4, page 82. It is the opinion of the 
board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 304. 


Frsrvary 1, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

George Henderson, claiming 300 arpens of land situated in Cape Girardeau county, (see record 
book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 4, pages 82 and 304,) produces a copy of an affidavit of Louis 
Lorimier, certified by the clerk of Cape Girardeau circuit court, proving that said Henderson has served 
in the military expedition to New Madrid in December, 1802. 

Isaac Williams, aged about 53 years, and Moses Byrd, aged about 52 years, being duly sworn, 
depose and say that they first became acquainted with the said George Henderson in the then district 
of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, now county of Cape Girardeau, State of Missouri, as carly as the year 
1800; that he, said Henderson, was then an inhabitant of said district, and a subject of the King of 
Spain, and has continued to reside in said district ever since; that in the year 1802 the Indians com- 
menced hostilities on the inhabitants of New Madrid, in said province, now Missouri, and killed some; 
and for the purpose of repelling said Indians, the commandant of said district issued an order in Decem- 
ber of the year 1802, calling upon the militia of said district of Cape Girardeau to turn out and march 
to said district of New Madrid to repel the Indian attack aforesaid; that, amongst others, by the orders 
of said commandant of the district of Cape Girardeau, the said Henderson, as one amongst the troops, 
was called out, and about the middle of December, A. D. 1802, marched to the said district of New 
Madrid on Said expedition, and was by said Spanish authority kept in said service until some time in the 
month of January, A. D. 1803, having been absent on said expedition in continuation six weeks; that 
the said commandant, Louis Lorimier, said Spanish authority, promised to pay said troops in grants for 
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land, as a reward for said services; that each of the said men employed in said service received grants 
of land for the same, which has never been confirmed, 


his 
ISAAC X WILLIAMS. 


mark. 
MOSES BYRD. 
Signed and sworn to, October 17, 1833, 
; L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See book No. 6, page 495. 


Ocroser 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment, Present: F, R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

George Henderson, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 495. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said George 
Henderson, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant is 
No. 82. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 7, page 56. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY, 





No. 229.—ALEXANDER ANDREWS, CLAIMING 300 ARPENS. 




















: & | 
® — 
= | Name of original} | | Nature and date | By whom granted.,| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. 5 of claim. | situation, 
A So 
Arps. | 
229 | Alexander <An- | 300 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault B. Cousin, deputy surveyor; 9th 
drews. January, 1803; Delassus. | December, 1865. Countersigned, 
list A, No. 13. | Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. 
| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Avevst 18, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Pen- 
rose, Esq. 

John McCarty, assignee of William Murphy, claiming, as aforesaid, (under the second section of the 
act,) 440 arpens of land situate as aforesaid, (district of Cape Girardeau, ) produces a survey of the same, 
dated the 9th December, 1805; a deed of transfer from one Alexander Andrews, jr., to said William Mur- 
phy, dated the Ist August, 1802, and another deed of transfer from said William Murphy to claimant, 
dated the 11th February, 1806. 

Francis Murphy, being duly sworn, says that the said tract of land was settled in the year 1802, and 
was also prior to, and on the 20th day of December, 1803, actually inhabited and cultivated by one Alex- 
ander Andrews, sr., as tenant to the said William Murphy. The board reject this claim for want of actual 
inhabitation by the said William Murphy, and also of a permission to settle. See book No. 1, page 466, 


May 15, 1809, 


The board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

John McCarty, assignee of William Murphy, assignee of Alexander Andrews, jr., claiming 440 arpens 
80 perches of land situate on waters of Byrd’s creek, district of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board, as 
a special permission to settle, list A, on which Alexander Andrews, jr., is No. 18, for 300 arpens; a plat 
of survey, dated 9th December, 1805, signed B. Cousin, countersigned Antoine Soulard, surveyor general, 
Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, page 54. 


Marcu 2, 1810. 
The board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John McCarty, assignee of William Murphy, assignee of Alexander Andrews, jr., claiming 440 arpens 
80 perches of land. See book No. 1, page 466; book No. 4, page 54. It is the opinion of the board that 
this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 287. 


January 20, 1834, 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Alexander Andrews, by his legal representative, Jonathan Buio, claiming 640 acres of land situate 
on Byrd’s creek, county of Cape Girardeau. See record book B, page 320; minutes, No, 1, page 466; 
No. 4, pages 54 and 287. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Philip Young states that he moved to and settled in the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, 
in the year 1801 ; that in the same year he became acquainted with one Alexander Andrews, who then 
resided on an improvement situated on the waters of Byrd’s creek, in the now county of Cape Girardeau, 
State of Missouri; the said improvement was small; the precise quantity he cannot state, The said An- 
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drews had it in cultivation, in corn, at the time mentioned above; he also had a dwelling-house. The 
said Andrews had a family consisting of a wife. 
PHILIP YOUNG. 
Sworn to and subscribed, October 17, 1833, before me. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Also came Moses Byrd, a witness aged about 52 years, who, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith 
that he was personally acquainted with Alexander Andrews, the original claimant, and he also knows 
that there was another Alexander Andrews in the same neighborhood, and a citizen of the country at the 
same time. 

MOSES BYRD. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833, 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Also came Alexander Summers, a witness aged about 53 years, who deposeth and saith that he was 
well acquainted with the original claimant, and he also knows that there were two men in the same 
neighborhood at the same time, both of the name of Alexander Andrews, 


ALEXANDER SUMMERS. 
L. F, LINN, Commissioner. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 


OcrosEr 23, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment, Present: F, R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, 

Alexander Andrews, elaiming 300 arpens of land, See book No. 6, page 475, where this claim is 
entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 300 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Alexander Andrews, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which 
claimant is No. 13. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No, 202. See book No. 
7, page 56. 

JAMES Il. RELFE, 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
F, R, CONWAY, 





No. 230.—Sotomon Tuorn, ciarminc 600 arPENs. 








g ia 
eo —_ 
= | Name of original| © | Nature and date |By whom granted.) By whom surveyed, date, and 
5 claimant. z of claim. situation, 
A oS 
Arps. 
230 | Solomon Thorn. | 600 | Concession, 30th | Carlos Dehault 
January, 1803; Delassus. 
list A, No. 126. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


December 10, 1811. 


Board met, Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Solomon Thorn, claiming 700 acres of land situate in the district of New Madrid, produces notice to 
the recorder, 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 5, page 508. 


Feprvary 1, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Solomon Thorn, by his legal representatives, claiming 600 arpens of land situate in Cape Girardeau 
county. See record book B, page 320; minutes, book No. 5, page 508. 


Strate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 


This day personally appeared before me, Lewis F. Linn, one of the commissioners, &c., Robert 
Giboney, of lawful age, who, being sworn according to law, deposeth and saith that he emigrated to the 
district of Cape Girardeau, then under the Spanish government, in A. D. 1797. This affiant recollects 
that, in 1798 or 1799, Solomon Thorn emigrated and settled at Cape Girardeau; that the said Thorn 
made a settlement and improvement, built a dwelling-house, raised a shop for a gunsmith shop, (as said 
Thorn was a gunsmith by trade.) This affiant knows that Louis Lorimier, commandant of the post of 
Cape Girardeau, frequently gave orders to the Indians to go to Thorn, in order to get work done in and 
about their guns, &c. This affiant knows that said Thorn resided, from the time of his first settlement 
until his death, about Cape Girardeau, and that he died in A. D. 1820, 1821, or 1822, as near as this 
affiant can now recollect. 

ROBERT GIBONEY. 

Signed and sworn to, October 15, 1833. 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
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Also appeared William Williams, of lawful age, who, being duly sworn according to law, deposeth 
and saith that he moved to Cape Girardeau in A. D. 1799, he thinks a little before Christmas; that, when 
he landed, he found Solomon Thorn living there; that he was a gunsmith; that he frequently worked for 
the Indians who were then living on Apple creek, in the district of Cape Girardeau, This affiant knows 
that the said Thorn continued to live in the district of Cape Girardeau for a great many years, but when 
he died this affiant does not recollect. 

WILLIAM WILLIAMS. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 15, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See book No. 6, page 494. , 


OcroBer 23, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Solomon Thorn, claiming 600 arpens of land, See record book B, page 320 and following; book No. 
6, page 494. 

‘ The board are unanimously of opinion that 600 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Solomon Thorn; or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, and list A, on which claimant 
is No. 126. For concession, see Joseph Thompson, jr.’s, claim, decision No. 202. See book No. 1, 
page 56. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 231.—Etiau Forp, ciamminc 200 arpens. 


List of petitions asking for concessions of land, granted by Don Henry Peyroux, commandant of New 
Madrid, to the inhabitants hereafter named, é&c. 


No. 199.—Elijah Ford, 200 arpens in Tawapity, adjoining John Banister. 

I, the undersigned, Henry Peyroux, captain in the army, and ex-commandant of New Madrid, 
acknowledge to have in my possession, for the purpose of taking down with me to New Orleans, imme- 
diately, one hundred and thirty-five petitions for land, granted by me, during my command, to the several 
inhabitants named in the foregoing list, &c., and also to bring back the one hundred and eighty-six 
petitions (decreed upon) mentioned in the caption of this list. 

HENRY PEYROUX. 

New Maprip, March 21, 1804. 


To the intendant general: 

Elijah Ford, an American, and inhabitant of this post of New Madrid, with the greatest respect to 
your lordship, represents, that wishing to settle himself in said post, he supplicates your lordship to con- 
descend to grant him 200 arpens of land in the place called Tawapity, at the distance of about 12 leagues 
from this town of New Madrid, bounded on its principal front by a cypress swamp; on one side by the 
land of John Banister, and on the other sides by vacant lands; which favor he hopes to deserve of your 
great benevolence and known justice. 

New Maprin, June 16, 1801. 

At the request of the petitioner, he not knowing how to write. 

RICHARD GREEN. 


The petitioner having all the qualifications required by the instructions, I do believe him worthy to 
obtain the favor he solicits. Your lordship will do what you think fit. 

New Maprin, June 16, 1801. 

Truly translated from book B, page 409. 

Sr. Louis, October 28, 1834. JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 


SURVEY. 


By order of Captain Henry Peyroux, to survey for Elijah Ford 200 arpens of land in the settlement 
of Tawapity, bearing date the 22d of May, 1801, which is surveyed as follows, viz: Beginning at A, two 
post oaks, the southwestwardly boundary of John Banister’s land; thence south 25 east 84 arpens, to B, 
two post oaks; thence, north 65 east 24 arpens, to C, an ash and white oak in the bottom; thence, north 
25 west 84, to D, a plum tree, hoop ash, and box elder, the southeastwardly boundary of the aforesaid 
Banister’s land; thence with said Banister’s land south 65 west 24 arpens, to A, the beginning, containing 
200 arpeus. 








A true copy. JOSH. STORY, D. S. 
Truly copied from record book B, page 409. 
Sr. Lours, October 28, 1834. JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 
= Name of original} & | Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. - of claim. situation. 
Z 9 
Arps. 
231 | Elijah Ford.... | 200 | Settlement right. | .............. Joseph Story, deputy surveyor; Ta- 
wapity; for 200 arpens. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
NovemBer 19, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Elijah Ford, claiming 200 arpens of land situate as aforesaid (district of New Madrid, ) produces to 
the board record of an order of survey from Henry Peyroux, commandant, dated 22d May, 1801. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 425. 


January 10, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Elijah Ford, by his legal representative, William Hacker, claiming 640 acres of land situated in the 


late district of New Madrid. See record book B, page 409; minutes, No. 5, page 425. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

James Ramsay, junior, knew the said Ford in the district of New Madrid, some time about the year 
1800, where he then lived. The said Hacker purchased the improvement of the said Ford, lived on it, 
and cultivated it in the year 1802; this affiant knows that the said Hacker inhabited and cultivated the 
said land for a number of years, from 1802 up to 1804 or 1805; this settlement was in the neighborhood 
of Matthews’ farm, in the district of New Madrid; there was a house built, a well dug, and stables 
raised, in Spanish times; the said Hacker raised corn, cotton, &c., on said land before the change of gov- 


ernment, 
his 
JAMES + RAMSAY, Jr. 
mark. 
Sworn to and subscribed, June 11, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 454. 
Octoper 25, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 


commissioners. 
Elijah Ford, claiming 200 arpens of land. See record book B, page 409; book No. 6, page 454, 


where this claim is entered for 640 acres, 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 200 arpens of land ought to be granted to the said Elijah 


Ford, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 51. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES Hf. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 232.—Potty Boyp, ctamune 200 arpens. 

















rr | ia 
© = 
= Name of original| & | Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
= claimant. = of claim. situation. 
A o 
Arps. 
232 | Polly Boyd.... | 200 | Settlement right. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
May 22, 1808. 


Board met. Present: Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Aquilla Wathen, assignee of Polly Boyd, claiming 200 arpens of land situate on Caney creek, district 
of Cape Girardeau, produces to the board an affidavit of permission to settle in favor of Polly Boyd, dated 


6th June, 1808. 
The following testimony in the foregoing claim was taken at Cape Girardeau, June 4, 1808, by 


Frederick Bates, commissioner: 

James Boyd, duly sworn, says that, in 1803, before and after the 20th of December, Polly Boyd 
lived on the premises, and in the following year, witness (her father) cultivated flax on the premises for 
her use. Laid over for decision. Sce book No. 4, page 64. 

May 25, 1809. 

Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 

Aquilla Wathen, assignee of Polly Boyd, claiming 200 arpens of land. 

The following testimony in the foregoing claim was taken at Cape Girardeau, June 7, 1808, by 
Frederick Bates, commissioner: 

James Boyd, duly sworn, says, in the spring of 1802, witness helped to raise a cabin on that place, 
and also assisted in clearing about 1} acres of ground, and in breaking it up and planting it. In the 
year 1803, old Mr. Andrews raised corn on the premises, by permission of witness, as Polly Boyd’s 
father. In 1804, witness put part of it in flax, pulled and put the flax in the cabin which he had built in 
1802, which, or a part of it, continued in said cabin until the present spring. 
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John Boyd, duly sworn, says that he knows but very little more than what the foregoing witness 
has stated. 

Robert Green, sworn, says that claimant employed witness’ son, and paid him $20 for raising 
a cabin on the premises in 1807. Laid over for decision. See book No. 4, page 75. 


Marca 2, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Aquilla Wathen, assignee of Polly Boyd, claiming 200 arpens of land. See book No. 4, pages 64 
and 75. It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. Sce book No. 4, page 287. 


January 17, 1834. 
F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Polly Boyd, by her legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate on Cane creek. See 
record book K, page 32; minutes, book No. 4, pages 64, 75, and 287. 


Strate or Missovurt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Alexander Summers states that he is well acquainted with Polly Boyd, and has known her for a long 
time. He recollects passing her improvement on Cane creek, a branch of Byrd’s creek, in the year 1802; 
there was, at that time, a cabin on said place, and about two or three acres cleared and in cultivation; 
that is to say, in 1802, at which time the said Polly lived on said place. Said place was situated on the 
water-cotrse mentioned above, in the district of Cape Girardeau, Upper Louisiana, now county of Cape 
Girardeau, State of Missouri. The said Polly Boyd has lived in said district ever since, though this 
affiant cannot state that she has always lived on said place. 

ALEXANDER SUMMERS. 

Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 

See No. 6, p. 470. 


OctoBErR 25, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners, , 

Polly Boyd, claiming 200 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 470, where this claim is entered for 
640 acres, 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 200 arpens of land ought to be granted to the said Polly 
Boyd, or to her legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 57. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 

F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 233.—ALEXANDER ANDREWS, CLAIMING 240 ARPENs. 


To Don Louis Lorimier, commandant of the post of Cape Girardeau: 

Alexander Andrews, inhabitant of the State of Kentucky, wishing to settle himself on this side of 
the Mississippi, has the honor to pray you to grant him a tract of land of 240 arpens, on the river Zenon, 
near and adjoining Mr. Habbell, at the distance of about nine miles W. 8. W. of Cape Girardeau, which 
land he obliges himself to establish and improve in the time prescribed by the law. Favor which he 
expects of your justice. 
A. ANDREWS. 
Care Girarpeau, September 13, 1797. 


Carr Grrarpeav, September 18, 1797. 


Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, together with the information that the land demanded 
belongs to the domain of his Majesty, and that the conceding of the same is not prejudicial to any person. 
In consideration of which, I have provisionally permitted the petitioner to settle on said land, until you 
may be pleased to order that he be put in possession by the King’s surveyor. 


L. LORIMIER. 


Sr. Lovts or Inutvots, January 5, 1798. 


Being convinced (by the information of the commandant of Cape Girardeau, Don Louis Lorimier, ) 
that the land solicited is vacant, and is not prejudicial to the adjoining neighbors, the surveyor, Don 
Antonio Soulard, shall put the interested in possession of the same; after which he shall make out a plat 
and certificate of his survey, in order to serve to solicit the concession from the governor general, who is 
hereby informed that the petitioner deserves the favor which he solicits. 


ZENON TRUDEAU. 


Uprer Lovistana, Cape Girardeau, District of St. Louis of Illinois. 


Don Antonio Soulard, captain of militia, surveyor of the settlements of Upper Louisiana, and adjutant 
major, interim, of this town of St. Louis of Illinois. 


I do certify that on the 30th day of March, 1802, a tract of land, of 240 arpens in superficie, was 
measured, the lines run and bounded, in favor and in presence of Alexamter Andrews, and adjoining 
neighbors, and measured with the perch of the city of Paris, of 18 French feet in length, measure which 
is adopted in this province. The said land is situated in the settlement of Cape Girardeau, at the dis- 
tance of about 124 miles from said village, and bounded on the north and west sides by vacant lands of 
the royal domain; on the east by the land of Steven Byrd, and south by that of James Boyd; all 
which is more amply demonstrated in the foregoing plat, on which are noted the dimensions, courses of 
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the lines, other boundaries, &c. Said survey was executed by virtue of the decree of the lieutenant 


governor, Don Zenon Trudeau, dated January 5, 1798. 
In testimony whereof, I do give the present (certificate,) with the preceding figurative plat, drawn 
conformably to the survey executed by the deputy surveyor, Don Bartholomew Cousin, to which I certify, 


the 2d of May, 1803. 
ANTONIO SOULARD. S. G. 


Truly translated from record book B, page 101. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 


Sr. Louis, October 27, 1834. 











4 > 
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r= Name of original 5 Nature and date |By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
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Z o 
Arps. 
233 | Alexander An- 240 | Concession, 5th} Zenon Trudeau. B. Cousin, deputy surveyor; 30th 
drews. January, 1798. May, 1802; certified by Soulard, 2d 
May, 1803; Cape Girardeau. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Marcu 4, 1809. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 

Edward F. Bond, assignee of John Hays, assignee of John Magee, assignee of Alexander Andrews, 
claiming 240 arpens of land situate on Cane creek, fork of Byrd’s creek, district of Cape Girardeau, pro- 
duces to the board a concession from Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, to Alexander Andrews, dated 5th 
January, 1798; a plat of survey, dated 30th March, 1802, and certified 2d May, 1803; a deed of convey- 
ance from Alexander Andrews to John Magee, dated 9th March; a deed of conveyance from Michael 
Quin to John Hays, dated 5th October, 1804; and a deed of conveyance from John Hays to claimant, 
dated 21st October, 1805. 

The following testimony in the above claim was taken by Frederick Bates, commissioner, at Cape 
Girardeau, as aforesaid, May 31, 1808: 

John Byrd, Esq., being duly sworn, says that John Magee cultivated said land in 1803, at which 
time he also inhabited the same; believes the premises have been generally inhabited, and knows per- 
fectly that a crop has been cultivated every year to the present day. Laid over for decision. See book 


No. 3, page 506. 
January 16, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Edward F.. Bond, assignee of John Hays, assignee of John Magee, assignee of Alexander Andrews, 
claiming 240 arpens of land. See book No. 3, page 506. It is the opinion of the board that this claim 
ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 4, page 295. 

January 18, 1834. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Alexander Andrews, by his legal representative, John Hays, claiming 640 acres of land situate in 
the county of Cape Girardeau. See minutes, book No. 3, page 506; No. 4, page 255. 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

Moses Byrd, aged about 52 years, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that he, the witness, came 
to this country, then the province of Upper Louisiana, in the year 1799, where he has remained ever 
since; witness was well acquainted with the original claimant, and witness also knows the land claimed; 
and, further, this witness says that the claimant settled on the land in the year 1802, built a cabin 
thereon, and cleared and fenced in some three or four acres of land, and raised corn thereon; and witness 
believes it was inhabited and cultivated for several years afterwards in succession, and the said tract of 
land has been inhabited and cultivated ever since. 

MOSES BYRD. 

Sworn to and subscribed, this 15th October, 1833. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came George Henderson, a witness, aged nearly 49 years, who being duly sworn as the 
law directs, deposeth and saith that, in 1802, to the best of his recollection, he saw an improvement of 
several acres on the land claimed,which was said to be the improvement of Alexander Andrews; and 
witness believes there was also a cabin on the land, but whether then tenanted or not he cannot say, but 


believes there was. 


GEODGE HENDERSON. 


Sworn and subscribed, October 17, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


Also came David Green, a witness, aged about 50 years, who, being duly sworn as the law directs, 
deposeth and saith that he was personally acquainted with the original claimant, Alexander Andrews; 
witness also knows the land, clai.ed, and that the said Andrews was settled and living on the same in 
the year 1802; claimant had a cabin or a house thereon, lived on the same, had a garden in cultivation, 
and also had several acres under fence, and had a part, if not all, in cultivation. 

D. GREEN. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
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_ Moses Byrd, being further sworn, deposeth and saith that he knew another man, in the same 
neighborhood with this claimant, called Alexander Andrews, who was also a citizen of the country at 


the same time. 
MOSES BYRD. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came Alexander Summers, a witness, aged about 53 years, who deposeth and saith that he 
was well acquainted with the original claimant; and he also knows that there were two men in the same 
neighborhood at the same time, both of the name of Alexander Andrews. 

ALEX. SUMMERS. 


Sworn to and subscribed, October 18, 1833, 
L, F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 4738, 


Ocroser 28, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Alexander Andrews, claiming 240 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 473, where this claim is 
entered for 640 acres. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 240 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Alexander Andrews, or to his legal representatives, according ta the concession. See book No. 1, 


page 58. 
JAMES S, MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE, 
F, R, CONWAY. 





No. 234.—James Rogers, sr., CLAIMING 766 ARPENS OF LAND. 
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234 | James Rogers, sr.| 766 | Settlement right.| .......... -eee | William Russell, deputy surveyor; 


29th January, 1806; certified Feb- 
ruary 24, 1806, by Antoine Soulard, 
surveyor general, on the Negro 
fork of Maramec. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
DecemBer 6, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

James Rogers, claiming 766 arpens of land, situate on Negro fork of Maramec, district of St. Louis, 
produces record of a plat of survey, dated 29th January, and certified 24th February, 1806. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted, See book No. 5, page 485. 


Marcu 18, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

James Rogers, by his legal representatives, claiming 766 arpens of land situate on Negro fork of 
Maramec. See record book B., page 345; minutes, No. 5, page 485. 

John Stewart, being duly sworn, says that he is in the 73d year of his age; that he first saw claimant 
in this country in the year 1801; that, in 1803, he saw James Rogers settled on the land claimed; he had 
then a comfortable house to live in, a kitchen, and a corn crib, a corn field of at least nine acres, and 
about an acre fenced in near the house, in which was his garden and a cotton patch; that, by the looks 
of the place, it appeared to have been cultivated the year before; that said Rogers continued to inhabit 
and cultivate the same until his death, which happened in 1805 or 1806, he cannot say exactly when; 
that said Rogers had a wife and nine children; that said tract of land is situated at about two or three 
miles above Wideman’ mill, or Big river. Witness says that he never knew anybody laying claim to 
said land; that James Rogers was the first who settled the same. Witness further says that claimant 
had his house and garden on the rise of the hill, and his corn field in the river bottom. See book No. 6, 


page 509. . 
Jury 5, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of James Rogers, sr., claiming 766 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 509. 

Samuel Harrington, duly sworn, says that he is about 48 years of age; that said James Rogers, sr., 
came to this country in the month of May, in the year 1801, or 1802, witness is not certain, in company 
with five or six families, which, after they had come over to this side, rested a few weeks, and went to 
settle on Big river; that said Rogers, witness heard, had made an improvement on which he staid during 
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the winter, and, on account of Indian depredations, went over to Illinois, where he passed the summer, 
but returned in the same year to his improvement; that witness saw said improvement in 1804, in the 
month of July; there were then a couple of cabins, five or six acres fenced in, and corn, pumpkins, &c., 
growing on the same, and that the place, by all appearances, seemed to have been under cultivation two 
years and upwards. Witness further says that said Rogers had there with him a wife and eight children; 
that said Rogers lived on said improvement until his death, which happened about the year 1806, and 
was buried on said place, which has never since been cultivated, the widow having married again, and 
gone to her husband’s plantation. See book No. 6, page 541. 
Octoser 29, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
James Rogers, sr., claiming 766 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 509. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said James 
Rogers, senior, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 59. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
Fk. R. CONWAY. 





No. 235.—Joun Bout, cLanmne 260 arPens. 
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235 | John Boli...... | 260 | Settlementright.| ............6. James Rankin, deputy surveyor; 
27th February, 1806; received for 
record same day by A. Soulard, 
surveyor general; on the Maramec. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Juty 17, 1806. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Penrose, Esqrs. 

The same (John Boli) claiming under the 2d section of the act, 260 arpens of land situate on the 
waters of the Maramec, produces a survey of the same, dated and certified the 27th December, (February, ) 
1806. 

Jacques Clamorgan, being duly sworn, says that claimant applied to Zenon Trudeau for permission 
to settle and establish the said tract of land; that the same was granted to him provisionally, to wit, that 
said settlement should not prejudice the witness who had an establishment adjoining the said tract; that 
about eight or ten years ago, he saw a cabin on said tract; that claimant had then a garden on the 
same; that claimant has made sugar on the same every year; and, further, that the Indians, who at that 
time were very troublesome, did, at several times, drive the inhabitants of that settlement away from 
their homes, and destroy their improvements. The board reject this claim. See book No. 1, page 410. 


SepremBer 6, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
John Boli, claiming 260 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 410. It is the opinion of the board 
that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 487. 


Marcu 10, 1834. 

F. R. Conway, Esq. appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

John Boli, claiming 260 arpens of land situate on the waters of the Maramec. See record book C, 
page 190; minutes, No. 1, page 410; No. 4, page 487. 

Pierre Delor, being duly sworn, says that he is past sixty-four years of age; that he well knows the 
land claimed; that, since about thirty-eight or forty years, he knows said land to be owned, inhabited, and 
cultivated by or through said John Boli; that, about thirty-eight years ago, he saw several cabins built 
and corn growing; and at that time he, witness, very often went on said place to procure sugar; that, 
since the time above mentioned, the said land has been so inhabited and cultivated by said Boli, or through 
him, to the present day; that he cannot say exactly how many arpens were then in cultivation; that Boli 
had several tenants on said land; one might have about 6 arpens, another about 10, and a third may be 
15 arpens, more or less. 

Jean Baptiste Maurice Chatillon, being duly sworn, says that he is’ ninety-two years of age; that he 
well knows the land claimed; that thirty-two or thirty-three years ago, he went on said land to build a 
house for said John Boli; witness remained there one year, and made sugar; that when he went on said 
land he saw cabins built, lands improved, corn fields, &c.; that, to his knowledge, the said land had been 
possessed, inhabited, and cultivated by or through said Boli, for several years previous to his (witness’ ) 
going on said place. See book No. 6, page 506. 


Octoser 29, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
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John Boli, claiming 260 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 506. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 260 arpens ought to be granted to the said John Boli, or 
his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 59. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 236.—Bensamin F. James, cramming 690 arrens. 
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236 | Benj. F. James.. | 690 | Settlementright.| ........0.e00- James Mackay, deputy surveyor, 
10th January, 1806; recorded 12th 
Feb., 1806, by Antoine Soulard, 
surveyor general. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Fepruary, 21, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. 
Penrose, Esq. 

Benjamin F. James, claiming, under the second section of the act of Congress, six hundred and 
ninety arpens of land situate at Cold Water, produces a certificate of a permission to settle, from James 
Mackay, dated 10th December, 1805, and a certificate of survey, dated February 12, 1806. 

Ebenezer Hodges, being duly sworn, says that the said claimant put up a cabin on said land in the 
spring of 1803; that in 1804 he kept a school, and actually inhabited the said tract of land; and, further, 
that he did actually cultivate the same in the year 1805, and has inhabited and cultivated it to this day. 
The board reject this claim. Sce book No. 1, page 103. 


June 5, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Benjamin F, James, claiming 690 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 102. It is the opinion of 
the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 365. 


June 18, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. 8. Mayfield, and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

Benjamin F, James, by his legal representatives, claiming 690 arpens of land situate on Cold Water, 
county of St. Louis. See record book B, page 183; minutes, book No. 1, page 102; and No. 4, page 365. 

Catharine S. James, duly sworn, says that she is in her 65th year; that she is well acquainted with 
the land claimed; that in the spring of 1804 she saw said Benjamin F. James living on the place with 
his family, consisting of his wife and one child; that in the summer of said year, 1804, witness saw a 
small field of corn growing on said land; that, to her knowledge, the said James lived on said place 
until his death, which took place in 1815; that said James, from his first settling, continued to improve 
his land until he died; that at the time of his death he had about twenty or more acres in cultivation, 
several cabins, and an orchard of apple and peach trees; and deponent understood that he occasionally 
taught a school in the neighborhood. See book No. 6, page 531. 


Octoper 29, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Benjamin F, James, claiming 690 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 531. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 690 arpens of land ought to be granted to the said 
Benjamin F. James, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 59. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 

F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 237.—Rene Dopter, charmine 800 ARPENs. 


Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Sir: René Dodier has the honor to represent that, wishing to make a plantation in the upper part of 
this province, where he has been residing for a long time, he has recourse to your goodness, praying that 
you may be pleased to grant to him a tract of land of eight hundred arpens in superficie, to be taken on 
the vacant lands of the King’s domain, in the place which will appear most convenient to the interest of 
your petitioner, who presumes to expeet this favor of your justice. 

his 
RENE X DODIER. 
mark. 


Str. Louis, April 7, 1800. 
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Sr. Louts or Intrvots, April 9, 1800. 


Whereas we are assured that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land he solicits, 
I do grant to him and his heirs the land which he solicits, provided it is not prejudicial to any person; 
and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of 
land he asks, in a vacant place of the royal domain; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat, 
delivering the same to the said party, together with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the 
title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and 
granting all classes of lands, &c. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated from record book D, page 294. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B.C. 
Sr. Louris, August 20, 1834. 














| veyor; 27th December, 1805; on 
Sait river. 
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237 | René Dodier... | 800 | Concession, 9th | Carlos Dehault | Fremon Delauriere, deputy sur- 

April, 1800. | Delassus. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


NovemsBer 14, 1811. 


Board met. Present: Jolin B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Charles Fremon Delauriere, assignee of Albert Tison, assignee of Pierre Lord, assignee of René Dodier, 
claiming 800 arpens of land situate on Salt river, district of St. Charles, produces record of a concession 
from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 9th April 1800; a plat of survey as above; a transfer 
from Dodier to Lord, dated 25th February, 1805; a transfer from Lord to Tison, without date; a transfer 
from Tison to claimant, dated 25th April, 1808. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See No. 5, page 412. 


JuNE 26, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. S. Mayfield and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

René Dodier, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see record book D, page 
294; minutes, book No. 5, page 412,) produces a plat and certificate of survey, by Fremon Delauriere, 
deputy surveyor, dated December 27, 1805. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to the said plat and certificate of survey is in the 
proper handwriting of the said Fremon Delauriere, deputy surveyor. See book No. 6, page 537. 


Octoper 29, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
René Dodier, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 537. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said René Dodier, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 60. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 238.—Freperick Dixon, ciamine 800 arPENs. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor of Upper Louisiana: 

Sir: Frederick Dixon has the honor to represent that he would wish to form an establishment in the 
upper part of this province, where he has been residing for some time; therefore, the petitioner has 
recourse to your goodness, praying that you may be pleased to grant him a tract of land, of eight hun- 
dred arpens in superficie, to be taken on the vacant lands of the King’s domain, in the place which shall 
be most convenient to the interest of the petitioner, who flatters himself to obtain this favor of your jus- 
tice. 

his 
FREDERICK X DIXON. 
mark. 


Sr. Louis, June 4, 1802. 


Sr. Louts or Intinots, June 5, 1802. 


Whereas it is notorious that the petitioner possesses sufficient means to improve the land which he 
solicits, * * * (omission,) proyided it is not prejudicial to any person; and the surveyor, Don Anto- 
nio Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks, ina vacant place 
of the royal domain; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat, delivering the same to said party, 
together with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the concession and title in form from the 
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intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and granting all classes of 
lands of the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated from record book D, pages 291 and 292. 
JULIUS DE MUN, T. B. C. 
Sr. Lours, August 20, 1834. 
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238 | Frederick Dixon. | 800 | Concession, 5th | Carlos Dehault James Rankin, deputy surveyor; 
June, 1802. Delassus. certified November 15, 1807, by A. 
Soulard, surveyor general; on Salt 
river. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Novemser 14, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Charles Fremon Delauriere, assignee of Frederick Dixon, claiming 800 arpens of land situate on 
Salt river, district of St. Charles, produces the record of a concession from Charles Dehault Delassus, 
lieutenant governor, dated 5th June, 1802; a plat of survey, certified by Antonio Soulard, 15th November, 
1807; a certified extract of sale made by Dixon to claimant, dated 30th June, 1803. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. 


JuNE 26, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway and J. S. Mayfield, commissioners. 

Frederick Dixon, by his legal representatives, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see record book D, 
page 291; minutes, book No. 5, page 411,) produces a certified plat of survey, signed by Soulard, and 
dated November 15, 1807. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to said plat and certificate of survey is in the 
proper handwriting of Antonio Soulard, surveyor general. See book No. 6, page 537. 


Octoser 29, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Frederick Dixon, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 537. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Frederick 
Dixon, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 60. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 239.—Anprew Harris, cuarminc 600 arpPEns. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, 
commander-in-chief of Upper Louisiana, é&c.: 


Andrew Harris, a Roman Catholic, has the honor to represent that, with the permission of the gov- 
ernment, he came over to this side, where he selected a piece of land in his Majesty’s domain, in order 
’ . . ’ . ” . . ’ 
to make a plantation; therefore, he supplicates you to have the goodness to grant to him, in the same 

I ; BO ar ee 
place he has selected, a tract of land corresponding to the number of persons in his family, which is com- 
posed of himself, his wife, and eight children. The petitioner, having the means necessary to make a 
plantation, and having no other views but to live as a peaceable and submissive cultivator of the soil, 
hopes to obtain the favor which he solicits of your justice. 
ANDREW HARRIS. 


Sr. Anpre, June 1, 1803. 


Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, with information that the foregoing statement is true, 
and that the petitioner deserves the favor which he solicits. 
SANTIAGO MACKAY. 
Sr. Anpre, June 1, 1803. 


Sr. Louis or Intinots, June 7, 1803. 


In consequence of the information given by Don Santiago Mackay, commandant of the settlement 
of St. André, by which the number of persons composing the family of the petitioner is proven, the sur- 
veyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put him in possession of six hundred arpens of land in superficie, in 
the place where he asks, the said quantity correspotding to the number of his family according to the 
regulation of the governor general of the province; and afterwards, the party interested shall have to 
solicit the title of concession in form from the intendant general of the said province, to whom alone 
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belongs, by royal order, the distribuing and granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal 
domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Truly translated from the original. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B.C. 
Sr. Louis, August 15, 1834. 
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Mackay; 20th February, 1804; 20 


Concession, 7th | Carlos Dehault 
miles W.S. W. of St. Louis. 


| | June, 1803. | Delassus. 
| | 


| 

| | 
239 | Andrew Harris. | 600 | 
| | 

| 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
NovemBer 20, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

George Washington Morrison, assignee of Andrew Harris, claiming 600 arpens of land situate on 
the Grand Glaise, district of St. Louis, produces record of a concession from from C, D. Delassus, lieu- 
tenant governor, dated 7th June, 1803; record of a plat of survey, signed Mackay, dated 20th February, 
1804. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 433. 


JuLy 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. H. Relfe and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

Andrew Harris, by his legal representatives, claiming 600 arpens of land, (see record book C, page 
470; minutes, book No. 5, page 433,) produces a paper purporting to be an original concession from 
Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated Tth June, 1803. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to said concession is in the proper handwriting of 
the said Carlos Dehault Delassus. See book No. 7, page 2. 


Ocroper 31, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe; 
commissioners. 
Andrew Harris, claiming 600 arpens of land. See book No. 7, page 2. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Andrew 
Harris, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 61. 
JAMES 8. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 240.—Lewis Martin, ciamrne 300 arPens. 


To Mr. Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor, and commander-in-chief of Upper Louisiana, &c.: 

Lewis Martin, a Roman Catholic, has the honor to represent to you that, with the permission of the 
government, he has made choice of a tract of land in the domain of his Majesty, on the south side of the 
Missouri, where he wants to settle himself; therefore, he supplicates you, sir, to have the goodness to 
grant to him, in the said place, a tract of land of 300 arpens in superficie, in order to make a plantation. 
The petitioner, having the means necessary to make a plantation, and having no other views but to live 
as a submissive cultivator of the soil, hopes to obtain the favor he solicits of your justice. 

LEWIS MARTIN. 
St. Anpre, February 4, 1801. 


Be it forwarded to the lieutenant governor, with the information that the foregoing statement is true, 
and that the petitioner deserves the favor which he solicits. 
SANTIAGO MACKAY. 
Sr. Anpre, February 4, 1801. 


Sr. Lovis or Introts, February 8, 1801. 


In consequence of the information given by the commandant of St. André, Don Santiago Mackay, I 
do grant to the petitioner the tract of land of three hundred arpens in superficie, which he solicits, pro- 
vided it is not to the prejudice of any person; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the party 
interested in possession of the said quantity of land demanded, in the place designated; and that being 
executed, he shall make out a plat, delivering the same to said party, together with his certificate, in 
order to serve to him to obtain the concession and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone 
belongs the distributing and granting all classes of lands belonging to the royal domain. 

CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 

Recorded No. 54. 

MACKAY. 

Truly translated from the original. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7 B.C. 
Sr. Louis, August 18, 1834. 
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240 Lewis Martin.. | 300 | Concession, 8th | Carlos Dehault James Mackay, deputy surveyor; 

| | | February, 1801. | Delassus. 25th June, 1805; certified Decem- 
| | | | ber 10, by ‘A. Soulard, surv. gen. 
| | | 





Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Aveust 23, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

Lewis Martin, claiming, under the 2d section of the act, 300 arpens of land situate on the south side 
of the Missouri, district of St. Louis, produces a special permission to settle from Charles D. Delassus, 
dated the 8th February, 1801, and a survey of the same, taken the 25th June, and certified the 10th 
December, 1805. 

Thomas R. Musick, being duly sworn, says that claimant has been in the country about seven or eight 
years ago, and that he beg an the settling of said tract in the year 1804. 

The board reject this “claim. See No. 1, page 487. 


SEPTEMBER 7, 1808. 

Board met. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates. 

Lewis Martin, claiming 300 arpens of land, district of St. Louis. See No. 1, page 487. 

Kincaid Caldwell, sworn, says that he, the witness, came to this country eight years ago this fall; 
then found claimant residing here; has seen him frequently since, and believes that he has continued to 
be a resident ever since; that claimant began his settlement on said land in the fall of 1805, and has 
inhabited and cultivated the same ever since. Laid over for decision. See book No. 3, page 233. 


P June 6, 1810. 
Board Met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Lewis Martin, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 487; No. 3. page 233. It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 368. 


JuLy 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. H. Relfe and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

Lewis Martin, claiming 300 arpens of land situate near St. Ferdinand, (see record book B, page 267; 
minutes, book No. 1, page ‘487; No. 3, page 233; and No. 4, page 368,) produces a paper purporting to 
be an original concession from ‘Carlos De hault Delassus, dated Sth Febr uary, 1801; also a plat of survey 
by James Mackay, dated 25th June, 1805, certified by Soulard 10th December, 1805. 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to the said concession is in the proper handwriting 
of the said Carlos Dehault Delassus, and the signature to the certificate of survey is in the proper hand- 
writing of Antonio Soulard, 

David Martin, duly sworn, says that he is in his 52d year; that, in 1801 or 1802, he saw house logs 
and a corn crib on the land claimed: that, in 1804, witness saw said Lewis Martin at work on said place; 
he was then grubbing and ditching, and that since the year 1805 the said Lewis Martin has continued to 
live on said place, and is still living thereon. Witness further says that there is now about 70 or 80 
acres under fence and in cultivation, a good double dwelling-house, stables, barns, and all other neces- 
sary out-buildings; also an apple orchard. And, further, that the said Lewis Martin has served three 
campaigns in the last English and Indian war, under Captain Musick, and that the said claimant has 
raised on said place, a family of thirteen children. 

Daniel B. Moore, being duly sworn, says that, having heard read the foregoing testimony of David 
Martin, he finds it exact and true, and that he does entirely agree — said David in all he said in the 
above deposition i in relation to said claim. See book No. T, page 2 


NovemBer 1, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners 
Lewis Martin, claiming 300 arpens of land. See book No. 7, page 2. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Lewis Martin, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 61. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 241.—Baprisre Lavurins, cLatmine 480 ARPENS. 
To Don Zenon Trudeau, captain in the stationary regiment of Louisiana, lieutenant governor, and com- 
mander-in-chief of the western part of Illinois: 


Baptiste Laurins, tanner by trade, and residing in St. Louis, humbly supplicates, and has the honor 
to observe, that the lands he owns are destitute of serviceable timber and of firewood, and that, as he 
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cannot possibly do without, he is determined to go and make a plantation in a remote place, where he 
may have wood, cultivate the land, and make a plantation; but as he cannot do that without your con- 
sent, therefore the petitioner claims your authority and protection, in order that you may be pleased to 
grant to him a concession at Portage des Sioux, to be taken from the said portage in ascending the 
Mississippi, twelve arpens in width by forty in depth; and wishing to secure your approbation for the 
concession for the said tract, before making any improvement thereon, he flatters himself that you will 
condescend to grant him a concession for the said tract of land, in order that he may have it surveyed, 
procure the titles in due form, and go to work immediately. This is what the petitioner expects of your 

goodness. He shall never ‘cease to pray for the preservation of your days. 7 

18 

| . BAPTISTE + LAURINS. 
it mark. 


Sr. Louis, December 14, 1796. 





Sr. Louis, December 14, 1796. 
Immediately adjoining M. Liberge and his family, the surveyor of this jurisdiction shall place the 
petitioner on the spot he has selected. 
ZENON TRUDEAU. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B.C. 


Truly translated from the original. 


Sr. Louis, August 18, 1834. 
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241 | Baptiste Laurins.| 480 | Concession, 14th | Zenon Trudeau. | Portage des Sioux. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
November 25, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Baptiste Laurins, claiming 480 arpens of land situate in Portage des Sioux, district of St. Charles, 
produces record of a concession from Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, dated December 14, 1796. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 450. 


Juty 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. H. Relfe and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

Baptiste Laurins, by his legal representatives, claiming twelve by forty arpens of land, (see record 
book D, page 313; minutes, book No. 5, page 450,) produces a paper purporting to be an original con- 
cession from Zenon Trudeau, dated December 14, 1796. 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that the signature to said concession is in the proper handwriting of 
said Zenon Trudeau. See book No. 7, page 6. 


Novemser 1, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 5. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 
Baptiste Laurins, claiming 480 arpens of land. See book No. 7, page 5. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Baptiste 
Laurins, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 61. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 242.—Joun McNeat, ciammine 640 acres. 
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Board met. 


commissioners, 


book No. 7, page 62. 


Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas and Clement B. Pen- 
rose, Esq. 

John McNeal, claiming, under the second section of the act, 748 arpens of land, produces two sur- 
veys of the same, the one for 544 arpens 62 perches, and the other for 203 arpens 55 perches, situate in 
the district of St. Genevieve, the said surveys dated the 11th January, and certified the 28th February, 1806, 

William Bates, being duly sworn, says that the said claimant settled the aforesaid tract of 203 
arpens 55 perches in the month of March, 1804, raised a crop on the same that year; that in 1805 he 
moved on it, and has actually inhabited and cultivated it to this day. 

The board reject this claim. See book No. 1, page 504, 


Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners, 
John McNeal, claiming 748 arpens 60 perches of land. See book No. 1, page 504. It is the opinion 
of the board that this claim ought not to be granted, See book No. 4, page 341. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. H. Relfe and F, R, Conway, commissioners. 

John McNeal, claiming 640 acres of land situate on Big river, (see record book B, page 236; 
minutes, book No.1, page 504; No. 4, page 341,) produces the original survey, by John Stewart, deputy 
surveyor, dated January 11, 1806. 

John Stewart, duly sworn, says that he is about 65 years of age; that he knows that said McNeal 
took possession of the land claimed prior to the month of December, 1803; that in the fall of 1803, wit- 
ness went on the place, and saw there a cabin. John McNeal was then clearing the land, and in 1804 
raised a crop thereon, had a garden and other improvements. Witness further says that, soon after the 
American government took possession of this country, he was appointed deputy surveyor to Antoine 
Soulard, and in 1806 witness surveyed, for said McNeal, the tract of land claimed, as appears by the 
original plat filed in this case. See book No. 7, page 2. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J.S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
: commissioners. 

In the case of John McNeal, claiming 640 acres of land (see book No. 7, page 2), the following 
testimony was taken before F. R. Conway, commissioner: 

John McNeal, of lawful age (being, as he says, 70 years of age), deposeth and saith that, in the 
spring of the year 1803, he, the said McNeal, commenced, and had an improvement made, trees chopped 
round, and the foundation of a house made, and also a garden in the spring of the year 1804, and fruit 
trees planted; he moved on said land in the year 1804, and had his land surveyed by John Stewart in 
the month of January, 1806, which land he claimed as a donation right from the Spanish government, as 
one of Moses Austin’s followers, as will appear from or on the Spanish records, and claimed 640 acres, 
and sold his claim and interest to Augustus Jones, and is in no way interested in said claim of land at 
this time, having given a quit-claim for the same. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Potosi, Missouri, this 8th day of May, 1834. 


See book No. 7, page 18. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment, Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 


John McNeal, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 7, page 2. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 639? acres and 33 poles of land (it being the quantity 
claimed on record) ought to be granted to the said John McNeal, or to his legal representatives. See 





















































Aveust 29, 1806. 


Aprit 24, 1810. 


Juty 8, 1834. 


Octoser 8, 1834. 


JOHN T. McNEAL, 


F, R. CONWAY, Commissioner. 


NovemBer 1, 1834. 


JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 243.—JosernH Reep, sr., cLaimtIne 640 Acres. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


December 3, 1807. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose 
and Frederick Bates. 

Joseph Reed, junior, claiming 740 arpens and 3 perches of land situate on Bellevue settlement, 
produces, in support of said claim, a plat and certificate of survey, dated February 8, 1806, and certified 
to be received for record 28th February, 1806. 

Joseph Gerrard, being duly sworn, says that some time in 1802 he was present at Francis Valleé’s, 
late commandant of St. Genevieve, when he gave a verbal permission to claimant to settle on vacant land. 

William Reed, being also sworn, says that claimant built a cabin on the aforesaid tract in 1804, and 
that the same has never been inhabited or cultivated. Laid over for decision, See No. 3, page 126. 


Aprit 20, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Joseph Reed, junior, claiming 740 arpens 3 perches of land. See book No. 3, page 126. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See book No. 4, page 336. 


DecemsBer 14, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Joseph Reed, junior, by his legal representatives, claiming 640 acres of land situate in Bellevue, 
county of Washington. See record-book B, page 222; minutes, book No. 3, page 126; No. 4, page 336. 


Srate or Missouri, County of Washington: 

The claimant produces James Johnson as a witness, aged 44 years, who, being duly sworn as the 
law directs, deposeth and saith that he was acquainted with the original claimant, Joseph Reed, junior; 
that he, witness, came to the province of Upper Louisiana in the year 1804, and that in the month of 
July or August, in that year (1804), as well as he recollects, he assisted in clearing and improving some 
land on the tract claimed, and that about one acre, more or less, was so cleared, on which some turnips 
were sown, and perhaps some grass seed; which work went to, and was for the use of, the said Joseph 
Reed, junior; in some three or four days afterwards, he, the said Reed, raised a house on the said 
improvement and land. This deponent further states that, at the time he assisted in clearing as afore- 
said, there had been some work done on the same place, and the name of Joseph Reed, junior, was 
marked on a tree on the said improvement; the work had the appearance of having been done the year 
before this witness assisted to clear as aforesaid; that said Reed sold his claim to one David Gallagher 
for the consideration of one hundred and forty dollars, and that the said Gallagher took possession of, 
and lived on, the same place, and continued to cultivate the same till he died, and his widow and _ heirs 
continued on the same some time afterwards, and then sold the same to Philip T. McCabe for one thousand 
dollars, and said McCabe has been in the possession of the said land ever since; that the said Joseph 
Reed, junior, was, he believes, at the time, above the age of twenty-one years when the improvements 


aforesaid were made. 
JAMES JOHNSON. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 7th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came John Stewart, a witness, aged about 64 years, who, being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that William Reed, senior, the father of Joseph Reed, junior, with the said 
Joseph Reed, junior, came to the country, he believes, in 1802, and that they moved to Bellevue in the 
year 1803, and cultivated land in Bellevue in 1803, and continued as residents and cultivators until they 


left the country. sie meee 
N VART. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came Martin Ruggles, a witness, aged about 58 years and upwards, who, being duly 
sworn as the law directs, deposeth and saith that in 1802 he was at an improvement in Bellevue, said to 
be William Reed’s, and that after an absence of some time he returned, and was at the same improvement, 
and there saw Joseph Reed, junior, the claimant; and this deponent further says that he is well acquainted 
with Mr. James Johnson, the witness who has deposed above; that he is generally esteemed a man of 


good character, and of veracity and truth. 
MARTIN RUGGLES. 


L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 
See No. 6, page 383. 


Octoser 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Joseph Reed, junior, claiming 640 acres of land, (see book No. 6, page 383,) the fol- 
lowing testimony was taken by F. R. Conway, commissioner: 

John McNeal, being duly sworn, deposes and says that in the month of November, 1803, he passed 
by Joseph Reed’s spring, and saw chopping done, timber cut round, and some fallen down, and the founda- 
tion of a cabin laid; in the month of April, 1805, he met some children coming from said Reed’s turnip 
patch with turnip salad, or turnip greens, and when he went to said turnip patch, he saw a woman in 
the inside of the patch gathering turnip tops for greens, and the fence was made of split rails and poles, 
‘which he supposed included about one acre, and said Reed claimed the same as his head right, and sold 
the same to David Gallaghar, who lived on the said farm for several years; and, after said Gallaghar’s 
decease, the heirs sold their claim to Philip McCabe, who lives on the same, and has a large farm on said 
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land; and this deponent says that he has never heard that said Reed ever claimed any other land as his 
head right, before or since, and claims 640 acres as his head right. 
JOHN T. McNEAL. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 8th day of May, 1834, at Potosi, Missouri. 
F, R. CONWAY. 


See No. 7, page 29. 


November 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 

Joseph Reed, junior, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 383. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 632 acres 1 quarter and 20 poles of land (it being the 
quantity claimed on record) ought to be granted to the said Joseph Reed, junior, or to his legal repre- 
sentatives. See book No. 7, page 55. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 244.—Tuomas Reep, cuamine 747 ARPENS. 
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4th February, 1806; received for 
record, by Soulard, surveyor gene- 
ral, 27th February, 1806; Belle- 
vue, waters of Big river. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


JuNE 27, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and James L. 
Donaldson, Esq. 

Thomas Reed, claiming, as aforesaid, (under the 2d section of the act,) 747 arpens of land situate as 
aforesaid, (Bellevue, district of St. Genevieve,) produces a survey of the same, dated the 4th, and certi- 
fied the 27th of February, 1806. 

Joseph Gerrard, being duly sworn, says that he was present when claimant obtained from the com- 
mandant permission to settle on vacant lands. 

Benjamin Crow, being duly sworn, says that claimant begun the improying of said land in 1803; 
built a cabin in 1804, and was, on the 20th day of December, 1803, of the age of twenty-one years and 
upwards. 

The board reject this claim. See No. 1, page 375. 


Decemser 3, 1807. 


The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon, John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, 
and Frederick Bates. 

Thomas Reed, claiming, under the 2d section of the act of Congress of the 2d of March, 1805, 747 
arpens of land situate in Bellevue, district of St. Genevieve, produces a survey of the same, dated the 4th, 
and certified the 27th of February, 1806. Laid over for decision. See minutes, book No. 3, page 127. 


Apri 20, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Thomas Reed, claiming 747 arpens of land. See book No. 1, page 3175; No.3, page 127. 
It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. See No. 4, page 336. 


Juty 6, 1833. 
L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Thomas Reed, by his assignee, W. Sloane, claiming 747 arpens of land. See book B, page 246; 
minutes, No. 1, page 375; No. 3, page 127, and No. 4, page 336. 


State oF Missourt, Washington County: 

Be it remembered that on this 11th of January, 1832, before me, Henry Shurlds, a justice of the peace 
in and for said county, the following persons appeared: 

Daniel Phelps, aged 77 years and upwards, being duly sworn, deposeth and saith that, some time in the 
fall of 1806, he was on the tract of land claimed as above set forth, and there was, at that time, a crop of 
about 6 or 8 acres of corn grown on said place, and a cabin there and occupied; and, from the appearance 
of the place at that time, he believes it must have been occupied and cultivated two or three years, at least, 
before that time; that the place, he understood from both Reed and William Sloane, had been sold by 
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Reed to Sloane; and the place he believes to have been occupied and cultivated ever since the period 


above. 
DANIEL PHELPS. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me. 
HENRY SHURLDS, Justice of the Peace. 


Srate or Missovurt, Washington County: 

I, John ©. Brickey, clerk of the county court within and for said county, do hereby certify that Henry 
Shurlds, whose name is subscribed to the within affidavit as having taken the same, was, at the time of 
taking said affidavit of Daniel Phelps, an acting justice of the peace within and for said county, duly 
commissioned and qualified as such; and that full faith and credit is due to all his official acts. 

In testimony whercof, I have hereunto set my hand and seal of office, at Potosi, this 6th day of May, 


1833. 
J. C. BRICKEY, Clerk. [1 s.] 


May 6, 1833. 
Potost, Washington County: 

Personally appeared before me, L. F. Linn, one of the commissioners appointed for the final adjust- 
ment of private land claims in Missouri, Mr. Timothy Phelps, who, after being duly sworn, says that he 
is well acquainted with the handwriting of Daniel Phelps, (who was deponent’s father;) that the signa- 
ture tothe above deposition, dated 11th January, 1832, taken before Henry Shurlds, is in the handwriting 


of Daniel Phelps, his father. 
TIMOTHY PHELPS. 


Sworn to and subscribed day above written. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


At the same time appeared Doct. Alexander McGreaddy, who, after being duly sworn, deposes and 
says that he was well acquainted with Daniel Phelps, and, from long personal acquaintance, has no hesi- 
tation in saying said Phelps was a man of respectability, integrity, and truth. 

ISRAEL McGREADDY. 

Sworn to and subscribed day above written. 

L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See minutes, book No. 6, page 212. 


January 13, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
In the case of Thomas Reed, claiming 747 arpens of land. Sce page 212 of this book, (No. 6.) 
The following testimony was taken before L. F. Linn, commissioner: 


Srate or Missourt, County of Cape Girardeau: 

John T. McNeal, aged about 70 years, says he knew the said Thomas Reed well, from the year 1802 
up. In the month of February, 1804, he passed the improvement of the said Thomas Reed, in the district 
of St. Genevieve; there appeared to be two or three acres cleared and a cabin built; the land such as if 
it had been in cultivation the year before. He afterwards understood that turnips had been raised on the 
improvement. The timber, from the deadening, seemed to have been cut in 1802. This improvement 
was made in Bellevue settlement. This affiant, in the next year, moved from that neighborhood, and did 
not return until 1809, when the said improvement was in the possession of William Sloane, who had pur- 
chased the same from the said Reed, and has been in his possession and that of his children ever since. 
This affiant knows the children of the said William Sloane, and believes their names are all mentioned in 


the caption of this deposition. 
. JOHN T. McNEAL. 


Sworn to and subscribed this 11th June, 1833. 
L. F. LINN,. Commissioner. 
See No. 6, page 460. 


Ocroser 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Thomas Reed, claiming 747 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page. 

The following testimony was taken by F. R. Conway, commissioner: 


Be.tievur, Washington County, State of Missouri: 

Personally appeared before F. R. Conway, recorder of land titles for the State of Missouri, and one 
of the commissioners appointed, &c., John T. McNeal, who, being first duly sworn, states, in reference to 
the above claim, as follows: Having heretofore deposed in the above cause, but having omitted to state a 
fact which deponent hereby supplies, and which fact is believed to be material, he states he knows the above 
claim, and passed by it in the year 1804, in the month of February; there was on the land animprovement 
which appeared to have been made the year before; it was then under fence, and had been cultivated in 
turnips; there was also a small cabin near the improvement; and, at the date aforesaid, it was known to 
be the aforesaid Thomas Reed’s improvement. And further, this deponent saith that the small cabin at 
the time aforesaid was occupied, and appeared to have been lived in for some time previous, by the marks 


of fire and smoke on and about the chimney. And further deponent saith not. 
JOHN T. McNEAL. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, at Potosi, Missouri, this Tth day of May, 1834. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
See book No. 7, page 28. 
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November 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 

Thomas Reed, claiming 640 acres of land. See book No. 6, page 212. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 638 acres 2 quarters and 7 poles of land (it being the quan- 
tity claimed on record) ought to be granted to the said Thomas Reed, or to his legal representatives. See 


book No. 7, page 66. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 245.—Frangots Hepert, cLammine 80 ARPENS. 


We, Don Fernando de Leyba, lieutenant governor, &c. 


In consequence of the demand to us made by Frangois Hebert, residing in this post, in his petition 
dated 24th instant, in which he represents to us, that, wishing to establish himself with his family in the 
prairie called Prairie of river des Peres, and make there a plantation, in order to cultivate the soil, (but 
not being able to do it without he is authorized by us to do so,) that we would be pleased to grant to him 
two arpens of land in width by forty arpens in length, in continuation of the land of Mr. Robert, an in- 
habitant of said place, which tract shall be adjoining on the west to the land of the said Robert; on the 
east, to that of Charles Roy; facing, on the north end, the King’s domain; and on the south end, which 
is the front of the said tract, facing the river Des Peres: Therefore we, the lieutenant governor above 
named, have granted, and do grant, to the said Francois Hebert the said tract of land of two arpens in 
width by forty arpens in length, such as it is here above described, for the said Francois Hebert, his heirs 
and assigns, to enjoy the same as of a thing to him belonging forever, on condition to improve the said 
tract of land in one year and one day; and that it shall be liable to public taxes, and others which it may 


please his Majesty to impose. 
FERNANDO DE LEYBA. 
Given in Sr. Louis, March 25, 1780. 


Truly translated from livre terrien, No 4, page 2. 


Sr. Louis, July 29, 1833. 


JULIUS DE MUN. 
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245 | Francois Hebert. | 80 | Concession, 25th | Fernando de In the Grand prairie, river Des 
March, 1780. Leyba. Peres. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Juty 8, 1833. 


L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Francois Hebert, by John P. Cabanné, claiming 2 by 40 arpens of land. See livre terrien, No. 4, 
page 2; record book F, page 190. 

Peter Chouteau, sr., duly sworn, says that he is seventy-five years of age, and saw the building of 
the first house in St. Louis; that Hebert cultivated said place for five or six consecutive years, until his 


death. Sce minutes, book No. 6, page 218. 
Octoper 20, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. _ - 

In the case of Francois Hebert, claiming 80 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 218. 

Pierre Chouteau, being duly sworn, says that Frangois Hebert worked for five or six consecutive 
years on the tract claimed, prior to the year 1780, and the said Hebert was killed in said year 1780, by 
the Indians, while he was cultivating said land, and his body never was found. See book No. 7, page 43. 


NovemBer 15, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 
Frangois Hebert, claiming 80 arpens of land. See book No. 6. page 218. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Frangois 
Hebert, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 66. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 
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No. 246.—AteExis Lotse, cLamminG 120 aRPENs. 


Don Fernando de Leyba, &c.: 

In consequence of the demand to us made by Alexis Louise, an inhabitant of this post, in his petition, 
dated 7th instant, representing that he would wish to settle himself in the prairie commonly called Prai- 
rie de la Riviére, in order to cultivate the soil, may you be pleased, sir, to grant to him a piece of land of 
three arpens in length, adjoining, on the south, the land of Robert, and on the other side, north, to the 


King’s domain. He shall continue to pray for your prosperity. 
One X for Alexis Loise’s mark. 


Therefore, wishing to favor the petitioner in his establishment, we have granted, and do grant, to 
him, in fee simple, for him, his heirs or assigns, the three arpens of land in width, by the common depth 
of forty arpens, adjoining on the south side to one Robert, on the north side to the King’s domain, the 
two ends running east and west, for the said Loise, or his legal representatives, to enjoy the same as of 
a thing to him belonging in full property, on condition to improve it in one year and one day from the 
date of this present concession, and that it shall be liable to public charges or others which it may please 


his Majesty to impose. 
FERNANDO DE LEYBA. 
Given in Sr. Louis, June 8, 1779. 
Truly translated from livre terrien, No. 3, page 27. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lous, August 3, 1833. 
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246 | Alexis Loise....) 120 | Concession, 8th Fernando de 
| June, 1779. Leyba. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


May 20, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Alexis Louise, by his legal representatives, claiming three arpens of land in front, by forty arpens 
in depth. See livre terrien, No. 3, page 27; record book F, page 188; book No. 6, page 168. 


Jury 8, 1833. 
L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Alexis Loise, by his representatives, claiming three by forty legal arpens of land. See page 168 of 
this book. 
Peter Chouteau, senior, being dnly sworn, says that Alexis Loise, some time after the year 1780, 
cultivated said piece of land during five or six years, and that signs of cultivation are yet visible. See 
minutes, No. 6, page 219. 


Octoner 20, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

In the case of Alexis Loise, claiming 120 arpens of land, see book No. 6, page 168. 

Peter Chouteau, duly sworn, says that if, in the testimony given by him in this case on a former 
occasion, he has said the cultivation on this land had been done after the year 1780, it must have been 
through inadvertency, for the said cultivation was prior to the said year 1780; that, for at least three or 
four years after 1780, nobody ventured to cultivate land in the Grand prairie, there being, almost every 
day, alarms caused by Indians. See book No. 7, page 43. 


November 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. ‘ 
Alexis Loise, claiming 120 arpens of land, sce book No. 6, page 168. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Alexis Loise, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 66. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 247—Cuaries Git, cLaiminc 400 arpENs. 


To Don Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant colonel by brevet, lieutenant governor, and commander-in-chief of the 
western part of Illinois: 
Charles Gill, inhabiting and residing on the Maramec, humbly supplicates, and has the honor to 
represent, that having bought, on the Maramec, a plantation which he is obliged to return to the vender, 
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your petitioner having been deceived by the person who had engaged to make the payment, he wishes to 
settle on a concession at the river Aux Gravois, on the road leading from St. Louis to Mr. Clamorgan’s 
saline; and having found a suitable place, he claims of your goodness to be pleased to grant him the 
quantity of ten arpens in front by forty in depth, to be taken on the south side of the road of the said 
saline, twenty arpens in length on each side of the said river Gravois, making the forty arpens in depth. 
The petitioner only waits for your approbation to build thereon, and expects of your goodness that you 
will grant him said approbation, in order to secure the property until he shall have the same surveyed, 
and obtains the titles in due form. Therefore, may it please you to grant to the petitioner the said 
quantity of ten arpens in front by forty in depth on the river Gravois, on the south side of the road 
leading from this town of St. Louis to Mr. Morgan’s saline, twenty arpens in length on each side of the 
said river Gravois, making the forty arpens in depth, and the total quantity 400 arpens in superficies. 
The petitioner shall never cease to pray Heaven for the preservation of your days. 


his 
CHARLES X GILI.. 
e mark, 
Not knowing how to sign. 
Sr. Louis, August 14, 1797. 


Sr. Louis, August 14, 1797. 


Provided the land demanded belongs to the King’s domain, and is not prejudicial to any person, the 
surveyor of this jurisdiction shall put in possession of the same the petitioner, to whom the concession in 
form shall be granted by the commander gencral after the survey is made. 


ZENON TRUDEAU. 


I apprise the purchaser that the tract of land cited above....(omission) by other surveys, and I 
must have an order from the lieutenant governor to authorize me to survey the same quantity of land on 
any other vacant part of the domain. 

SOULARD. 

Sr. Louis, November 23, 1803. 


Sr. Louis, November 24, 1803. 
In order to avoid difficulties, and favor the purchaser, the same quantity of land mentioned in the 
foregoing petition shall be measured, at the choice of the interested, in any other vacant part of the 
domain, provided it is not prejudicial to any person. 








DELASSUS. 
Truly translated from record book D, pages 280 and 281. 
Sr. Louis, November 1, 1834. JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 
: e | 
= Name of original 5 Nature and date By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
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247 | Charles Gill ....| 400 | Ist concession, | Zenon Trudeau. 
Aug’t 14, 1797; | 

2nd concession, | Carlos Dehault 
Nov. 24, 1803. | Delassus. 

















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
NovemBer 20, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Jeduthan Kendal, assignee of Charles Gill, claiming 400 arpens of land, district of St Louis, produces 
record of a petition to Zenon Trudeau, lieutenant governor, dated August 14, 1797, (also record of a con- 
cession from Zenon Trudeau, dated 14th August, 1797,) and a declaration of Antoine Soulard that the 
land is not vacant; a concession from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, annexed to the same, 
dated 24th November, 1803, ordering same quantity to be surveyed on any vacant land; also record of a 
transfer from Gill to claimant, dated 21st November, 1803. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 428. 


Jury 8, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: J. H. Relfe and F. R. Conway, commis- 
sioners. 

Charles Gill, by his legal representatives, claiming 400 arpens of land situate on river Gravois. See 
record book D, page 280; minutes, book No. 5, page 428. 

Claimant refers the board to the plat in the register’s office, on which plat the said land has been 
reserved from sale. See book No. 7, page 1. 

Pascal R. Cerré, duly sworn, says that he knows that James Mackay has resided for more than fifteen 
years ago on said tract, which is bounded on one side by Joseph Sappington’s land; that he does not 
know, of his own knowledge, of Charles Gill living on the place now claimed, but he is positively sure 
that said Charles Gill was one of the first settlers on Gravois. See book No. 7, page 4. 


NovemBer 15, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 
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Charles Gill, claiming 400 arpens of land. See book No. 7, page 1. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Charles Gill, 
or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No. 7, page 66. 
JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 248.—Jran Camsas, CLAIMING 40 ARPENS, 
Aveust 8, 1767. 


On said day, upon the demand of Jean Cambas and Jean Ortes, we have granted, and do grant, to 
them, in fee, a tract of land of two arpens in front, in the prairie lying south of the Little river, of the 
ordinary depth of forty arpens, adjoining on the south side to one Gervais, and on the north side to lands 
not yet granted, on condition that the said land shall be improved in one year and a day, and liable to 


public charges. 
ST. ANGE. 
LABUXIERE. 


Given in Sr. Lours the said day and year. 

Truly translated from livre terrien, No. 1, page 13. 
JULIUS DE MUN, T. B. C. 
Sr. Louis, November 3, 1834. 
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= | Name of original 5 Nature and date | By whom granted.| By whom surveyed, date, and 
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4 o 

Arps. 
248 | Jean Cambas....| 40 | Concession, 10th St. Ange. Little prairie, south of St. Louis. 
July, 1767. 




















Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Tuespay, April 29, 1834. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Jean Cambas, by his legal representatives, claiming one by forty arpens of land, it being the north 
half of a concession granted to Jean Cambas and Jean Ortez, for two by forty arpens of land, situate in 
the Little prairie south of St. Louis. 

See livre terrien, No. 1, page 12; recorder’s minutes, book No. 2, page 5; No. 3, page 104; book 
F, page 151. 

aes Chouteau, duly sworn, says that Jean Cambas was a carpenter by trade, who obtained said 
concession in partnership with Jean Ortez, for the purpose of cutting timber to build houses in St. Louis; 
that Cambas and Ortez used to make their hay on said piece of land; that to his knowledge they did 
make hay and cut timber thereon for upwards of fifteen consecutive years, under the French and Spanish 
governments, and before the Americans took possession of the country; that it was known generally, 
by all the people in St. Louis, that said piece of land was the property of said Cambas and Ortez. Wit- 
ness further says that he has no kind of interest in the claim of Cambas, a division having been made 
between Cambas and Ortez’s representatives, about eight or nine years ago. See book No. 6, page 519. 

The following testimony was taken before Theodore Hunt, recorder of land titles, Missouri: 

Auguste Chouteau, being duly sworn, says about sixty years ago St. Ange, the then French command- 
ant, granted to J. Cambas and J. Ortex, a field lot, containing two arpens in front by forty in depth, in 
the Little prairie; that it was owned and possessed by them for many years; that they used to cut their hay 
on the same, and it was always known to belong to these men; that afterwards it was divided, and J. 


Ortez sold his arpen to Pierre Chouteau. 
AUGUSTE CHOUTEAU. 


Sworn to before me, June 1, 1825. 
THEODORE HUNT, Recorder L. T. 


See recorder’s minutes, book No. 2, page 5. 


Baptiste Riviere and René Dodier, being duly sworn as relates to the situation of the claim of Ortez and 
Cambas, in the Little prairie below St. Louis, say that they are well acquainted with the situation of the 
same, and that they have repeatedly seen Ortez hewing timber on this same land, and they do both know 
that the spring branch ran through the middle of said land of Ortez and Cambas, and that these depo- 
nents believe that the said land was granted to them in partnership; that is, two arpens in front by 
forty in depth; that they afterwards divided the same, each taking one arpen by forty arpens, and that 
the spring they speak of as having seen Ortez at work at, is situated opposite the present residence of 
John Baptiste Lammi. 


his 
RENE X DODIER. 


mark. 


his 
BAPTISTE X RIVIERE. 


mark. 


Sworn to before me, November 26, 1825. 
THEODORE HUNT, Recorder L. T. 


See recorder’s minutes, book No. 3, page 105. 











cine eed 





> enn en 


MR TNS Star 





YP REET an MERE E —" 


re PC CEILS A IC a 


1835.) LAND CLAIMS IN MISSOURI. 897 





NovemBer 17, 1834. 


_ The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, J. S. Mayfield, com- 
missioners. 
Jean Cambas, claiming forty arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 519. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim is confirmed by the first section of the act of 
Congress of 1812. See book No. 17, page 67. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 249.—Frangois DuNEGAN, CLAIMING 800 ARPENS. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Francis Dunegan, captain of militia, commandant of the establishment of St. André, has the honor 
to represent to you that his father-in-law, Mr. John Charet, lived, formerly, on a tract of land of eight 
hundred arpens in superficies, situated on the river Grande Glaise, about four or five miles lower down 
than the Little rock, by virtue of a title of concession which was granted to him by lieutenant governor 
Cruzat. The incursions of the Indians having obliged him to abandon the said land, he settled himself 
in this town, and from hence at the village of St. Ferdinand, where he died, having the intention to go 
and end his days on said land, for which, in truth, there can be found no titles; but as it is publicly 
known that the above named had lived on said place, by virtue of the said title, 1 expect of your justice 
that you will please condescend to grant to him (the said petitioner) in full property, the same tract of 
land of eight hundred arpens in superficies, such as it is here above designated, and in such manner as 
to have the river Grande Glaise comprised in the said tract. You will please to observe that although 
he is an ancient inhabitant of this country, and has rendered some feeble services to the government, 
in establishing the village of St. Ferdinand, and in defending it from the nations of Indians, he has 
never obtained any concession of consequence from the former lieutenant governors, although it was 
perfectly known by the lieutenant governors, your predecessors, that, in many cases, he was obliged to 
make pecuniary sacrifices; that he is the father of the orphans in the little post, of which it has pleased 
the government to confide the command to him; and it is well known, by all honest men, that he has 
raised several orphans, and that at this very moment he is the victim of a guardianship injurious to his 
interest. 

After having laid before you this faithful statement of his situation, the petitioner, confiding in your 
justice, has cause to hope that you will grant the favor which he solicits. 

FRANCOIS DUNEGAN. 


Sr. Louis, December 17, 1802. 


Sr. Louts or Inuinots, December 17, 1802. 


Considering that the petitioner is one of the most ancient inhabitants of this country; that his known 
conduct and personal merit are recommendable; and being satisfied to evidence as to the truth of what 
he states in his petition, I do grant to him and his heirs the land which he solicits, in case it shall not be 
prejudicial to anybody; and the surveyor, Don Antonio Soulard, shall put the interested in possession of 
the quantity of land he asks in the place indicated, and when this is cxecuted, he shall draw a plat of his 
survey, delivering the same to the party with his certificate, in order to serve to him to obtain the con- 
cession and title in form, from the intendant general, to whom alone corresponds, by royal order, the 
distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Francis Dunegan has the honor to represent to you, that, in consequence of the steps he has taken 
relative to the tract of land mentioned in his petition, he would fear that, by persevering in his preten- 
sions, he would be led into difficulties, which, not being in his character, he would prefer you would 
please to permit him to take the same quantity of land, mentioned in his petition, for which you were 
pleased to grant to him the concession, by your decree, dated 17th December of last year, in any other 
vacant place of the domain, at his choice, without being prejudicial to the interests of any one whomso- 


ever. 
FRANCOIS DUNEGAN. 
Sr. Louis, 7th January, 1803. 


Sr. Louts or Itxivots, January 8, 1803. 


The surveyor of this Upper Louisiana, Don Antonio Soulard, shall conform himself to the tenor of 
the foregoing petition, presented by Mr. Francis Dunegan, and shall survey for him, in a vacant place of 
the royal domain, on the spot which shall be chosen by the interested, the eight hundred arpens which 
have been granted to him by my decree of the 17th of December of last year, under the same conditions 


which are mentioned in said decree. 
* CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 


Sr. Louis, January 7, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 





November 13, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Jacque Clamorgan, assignee of Francis Dunegan, claiming 800 arpens of land situate on the Mara- 
mec, district of St. Louis, produces a concession from Charles D, Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 
17th December, 1802, for 800 arpens on Grand Glaize; a petition, and decree of Delassus, lieutenant 
governor, thereon, authorizing said Dunegan to locate the land claimed on any vacant land, dated 7th 
January, 1803; a plat of survey of 750 arpens, dated 28th February, and certified 29th February, 1806; a 
transfer from Dunegan to claimant, dated Ist July, 1805. It is the opinion of the board that this claim 
ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 405. 


DecemBer 19, 1832. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

Francois Dunegan, by his legal representative, John Mullanphy, claiming 800 arpens of land, (see 
book of record C, pages 151, 152, and 153; No. 5, 405 ,) produces a paper purporting to be an original 
concession from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 17 December, 1802, and 8th January, 1803; also a deed of 
conveyance, 

M. P. Le Duc, being duly sworn, saith that the signature to the decree is in the proper handwriting 
of the said Carlos Dehault Delassus. See book No. 6, page 89. 


Novemser 17, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, J. S. Mayfield, com- 
missioners. 
Francois Dunegan, claiming 800 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 89. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that 750 arpens of land ought to be confirmed to the said 
Francois Dunegan, or to his legal representatives, according to the survey. See book No. 7, page 67. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
: AMES H. RELFE. 
. R. CONWAY. 





No. 250.—Davin Srrickianb, cLaimine 1,247 aARPENS 62 PERCHES. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Aveust 29, 1806. 

The board met agreeably to adjournment. Present: The Hon. John B.C. Lucas and Clement B. 
Penrose, Esq. 

David Strickland, claiming, as aforesaid, 1,247 arpens and 62 perches of land situated at the Mine a 
Breton, district of St. Genevieve, produces a survey of the same, dated the 25th, and certified the 28th 
February, 1806. 

William Bates, being duly sworn, says that the said claimant settled the said land in 1804, raised a 
crop on the same that year, and has actually inhabited and cultivated it to this day. 

The board reject this claim, and remark that no proof is adduced of a permission to settle. See 
book No. 1, page 506. 
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October 7, 1808. 


Board met. Present: The Hon. Clement B. Penrose and Frederick Bates. 

David Strickland, claiming 1,247 arpens of land situate at Mine a Breton, district of St. Genevieve. 

Joseph Decelle, ancient Syndic of the Mine & Breton settlement, sworn, says that claimant applied 
to him, witness, for permission to settle on vacant land, in 1803; witness told him he could not give a 
permission, as he, claimant, had a concession for land in Bois Brulé; that claimant ihen asked permission 
for his son John to settle on the land claimed, which he then gave him. On a written permission being 
produced to witness, appearing to be a permission to David Strickland to settle, dated 5th December, 
1803, witness says it is the same paper, but that since that time it has been cut and a part taken off, 
wherein he had revoked the permission given by him to David Strickland, and given one to his son John 
Strickland, in consequence of David Strickland having a concession, Laid over for decision. See book 
No. 3, page 282. 


June 15, 1810. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B: Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
David Strickland, claiming 1,247 arpens of land. See No. 1, page 506; No. 3, page 282. It is the 
opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be granted. No. 4, page 384. 


DecemBER 9, 1833. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

David Strickland, by his legal representative, John Perry, claiming 1,247 arpens and 62 perches of 
land situate near Mine A Breton, county of Washington. See record book B, page 220; minutes, No. 1, 
page 506; No. 3, page 382; No. 4, page 384. 


State oF Missovri, County of Washington: 

Claimant produces a paper, purporting to be a permission to settle, by Joseph Decelle, dated Decem- 
ber 5, 1808. Also produces, as a witness, John T, McNeal, aged about 70 years, who, being duly sworn 
as the law directs, deposeth and saith that he, this witness, came to this country in the year 1797, and 
that he was well acquainted with the original claimant, David Strickland; that he settled on the land 
claimed in the fall or winter of 1803; that, in the year 1804, he cleared a field of about eight acres, and 
actually raised corn thereon that year, and that the said tract of land has been actually inhabited and 
cultivated, either by the said Strickland, or those claiming under him, ever since. And this witness 
further says that he was acquainted with Joseph Decelle; that he has seen him write; that said Decelle 
was the acting commandant, or police officer at Mine & Breton, in the year 1803, and that the name and 
signature to the permission from him to the said Strickland to settle, dated the 5th December, 1803, is 
the proper name and signature, and in the proper handwriting of the said Decelle; that, at the time of 
the settlement on the land aforesaid, the said Strickland had a wife, and some six or seven children at 
least. JOHN T. McNEAL. 


Sworn to and subscribed before me, this 8th day of May, 1833. 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


And also came John Stewart, a witness, aged about 64 years, who, being duly sworn as the law 
directs, deposeth and saith that he surveyed the land in the year 1806 for the claimant, and that, at the 
time, the place was inhabited and cultivated, and had the appearance of having been settled on for some 
years; that there were buildings and cleared land on the same; that he knows said Strickland was on 
the land in 1804, and raised a crop that year; that the said Strickland had a wife, and some six, seven, 
or eight children; that he made a return of the survey to the proper officer, and the recording fees were 


paid, 
JOHN STEWART. 


Sworn before 
L. F. LINN, Commissioner. 


See book No. 6, page 371. 


NovemsBer 18, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 

David Strickland, claiming 1,247 arpens 62 perches of land. See book No. 6, page 371. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that (there being no concession found on record for land 
granted to claimant, as alleged by a witness,) 640 acres of land ought to be granted to the said David 
Strickland, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 72. 

JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F, R. CONWAY. 





No. 251.—Wituram Dunn, cramine 7,056 arpEens. 


To Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel in the armies of his Majesty and lieutenant governor of 
this Upper Louisiana: 

William Dunn, millwright by trade, and formerly an inhabitant of the United States, has the honor 
to represent that, having been called to this colony by Messrs. Berald. Sarpy and A. Rutgers, in order to 
build for each of them a water-mill, which undertaking he is on the eve of beginning; seeing the tran- 
quillity and happiness enjoyed by the inhabitants of this country, under the Spanish government; he 
wishes (after the construction of the mills he is engaged to build,) to undertake the building of a grist 
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and saw-mill on his own particular account. The said undertaking will be advantageous to the country 
in furnishing a market for the crops of the inhabitants. The petitioner supplicates you, sir, to be pleased 
to grant to him a concession of a league or square of land in superficies, being 1, 056 arpens, to be taken 
on the domain of his Majesty not yet conceded, as follows: 800 arpens on the river called La Femme 
Osage, and 6,256 on Cuivre river, those two situations being necessary for the greatest advantage of the 
establishments he intends to make, he will indicate to the surveyor of this colony, if, as he presumes to 
hope, you will grant to him the favor he asks. 

Your petitioner takes upon himself to assure you that, by his conduct and his zeal for the govern- 
ment, he will always deserve the favor he now solicits. 

WILLIAM DUNN. 


Sr. Lovis, June 15, 1802. 


Sr. Louis or Inuinots, June 18, 1802. 


Whereas it is evident that the petitioner possesses more than the means and number of hands (popu- 
lation) necessary to obtain and improve the lands he solicits, I do grant to him and his heirs the tract. of 
land of 7,056 arpens in superficies, which he sdlicits in the ‘places indicated in the foregoing memorial, 
provided it is not prejudicial to any person; and the surveyor of this Upper Louisiana, Don Antoine 
Soulard, shall put the interested in possession of said quantity of land asked by him, in the places above 
mentioned; and this being executed, he shall make out a plat of this survey, delivering the same to the 
party, together with his certificate, in order to serve him to obtain the concession and title, in form from 
the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by royal order, the distributing and granting of all classes 


of lands of the royal domain, for seven thousand and fifty-six arpens. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Don Antoine Soulard, surveyor general of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of land of 800 arpens (it being part of a concession for a league square 
granted to William Dunn) was measured, the lines run and bounded in favor and in presence of Arend 
Rutgers, conformably to a deed of sale passed in favor of the said Rutgers by the original owner, 
William Dunn, under date of the 26th July, 1803, (the said deed of sale being annexed to the memorial 
and certificate of survey.) The said measurement was made with the perch of the city of Paris, of 18 
French feet in length, lineal measure of the said city, according to the mode of measuring land in this 
province. Said tract of land is situated on the left bank of the river Missouri, at about 30 miles north- 
west of the St. Louis, and is bounded to the north-northeast by vacant lands of the royal domain; east- 
southeast by said Missouri; south-southwest by lands of F. Miller; and west-northwest by vacant lands 
of the royal domain. Said survey and measurement was executed without regard to the variation of the 
needle, which is 7 deg. 30 minutes east, as evinced by the foregoing figurative plat, on which are noted the 
dimensions, courses of the lines and other boundaries. This survey was made in consequence of a petition 
and of the decree of the lieutenant governor and sub-delegate of the royal fisc, Don Carlos Dehault 
Delassus, under date of 18th June, 1802. In testimony whereof I do give the present (certificate) together 
with the figurative plat, executed conformably to the survey made by the deputy surveyor, James Mackay, 


on the 17th November, 1803, to which I certify. 
ANTOINE SOULARD, Surveyor General. 
Sr. Lovurs, December 22, 1803. 


Sr. Louis, December 22, 1808. 
Don Antonio Soulard, surveyor general of Upper Louisiana. 


I do certify that a tract of land of 6,256 arpens of land in superficies, (it being part of a concession 
for a league square granted to William Dunn) was measured, the lines run and bounded in favor and in 
presence Pof Arend Rutgers, conformably to a deed of sale passed in his favor by the original owner, 
said William Dunn, under date of the 26th July, 1803, (said deed being annexed to the petition and 
certificate of survey.) The said measurement was made with the perch of the city of Paris, of 18 French 
feet in length, lineal measure of the said city, according to the mode of measuring land in this province. 
This land is situated on the head of Cuivre river, 26 miles from St. Charles, and 46 to the north-north- 
east of St. Louis, and is bounded to the north-northeast by the said river Cuivre; to the south-southwest by 
vacant lands of the royal domain; to the west-northwest in part by lands of Mackay Whery, Christoval 
Clark, and vacant lands; and to the east-southeast by lands of Don Carlos Dehault Delassus and those 
of James Lewis. This survey was made without regard to the variation of the needle, which is 7 deg. 
30 minutes east as evinced in the foregoing figurative plat, on which are noted the dimensions, courses of 
the lines, other boundaries, &c. This survey was made conformably to a petition and to the decree of 
the lieutenant governor and sub-delagate of the royal fisc, Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, under date of 
18th of June, 1802. In testimony whereof I do give the present, (certificate) together with the foregoing 
figurative plat, drawn conformably to the survey executed by the deputy surveyor, James Mackay, on the 
13th of December, 1803, to which I certify. 

ANTOINE SOULARD, Surveyor General. 

Sr. Louis, January 15, 1804. 


Truly translated from the originals. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. ¢. 
Sr. Louis, November 29, 1834. 
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Evidence, with refcrence to minutes and records. 


December 9, 1811. 


Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 

Arend Rutgers, assignee of William Dunn, claiming 7,056 arpens of land, situated on rivers Cuivre 
and Femme Osage, district of St. Charles, produces record of a concession from Delassus, lieutenant 
governor, dated 18 June, 1802; plat of survey of 800 arpens, on Femme Osage, dated 17 November, 
1803, certified 22d December, 1803; record of a plat of survey of 6,256 arpens, on river Cuivre, dated 
3 [13] December, 1803, certified 5 [15] January, 1804. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 420. 


Ocroser 6, 1832. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: L. F. Linn and F. R. Conway, commissioners. 

William Dunn, by his assignee, Arend Rutgers, claiming 1,056 arpens of land, (see record book 
D, pages 117 and 118; minutes, book No. 5, page 490,) produces a paper purporting to be a concession 
from Carlos Dehault Delassus to Wm. Dunn, dated 18 June, 1802; also, two plats and certificates of sur- 
veys, one for 800 arpens, executed the 17th November, 1803, and certified by Antoine Soulard, surveyor 
general, on the 22d December, 1803; the other for 6,256 arpens, executed on the 13th of December, 1803, 
and certified by said Soulard on the 15th January, 1804. 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to said concession is the handwriting of Carlos 
Dehault Delassus, lieutenant governor; that the signatures to the said certificates of surveys are in the 
handwriting of Antoine Soulard, surveyor general. See book No. 6, page 8. 


NovemBer 28, 1834. 


F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of William Dunn, claiming 7,056 arpens of land, (see book No. 6, page 8,) the follow- 
ing testimony was taken by A. G. Harrison, then commissioner: 

Jeremiah Groshon, being duly sworn, says that a man by the name of Dunn worked awhile for 
Rutgers, on a mill, some time in the year 1804; that said Dunn did not finish said mill, nor was there any 
mill built on said land, claimed by Rutgers, as above stated; that said Dunn had no family as far as wit- 
ness knew; that where said Dunn worked was on the waters of Dardenne, for Rutgers; that said mill, as 
undertaken, or commenced, was on Rutgers’ claim, and not on Dunn’s; that witness did the hewing for 
said mill, before Dunn came; that witness knew nothing about the contract between Dunn and Rutgers, 
in relation to said mill. 

William Craig, being duly sworn, says that on what is commonly called Dunn’s claim, there was no 
mill built, or attempted to be built; that on Rutgers’ claim on the Dardenne, one Dunn did commence 
building a mill for Rutgers, but did not finish it, but that it was afterwards finished by some one else; 
that Dunn’s claim was on Cuivre, on which there was no improvement made by Dunn or by Rutgers. See 
book No. 8, page 74. 


DecemBer 1, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 
William Dunn, claiming 7,056 arpens of land. See book No. 6, page 8. 
The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said William 
Dunn, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. See book No, 17, page 75. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
Octoser 13, 1834. 


The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. S. Mayfield, and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. 

Robert Cagle, by his legal representatives, claiming 650 arpens of land situate on Sandy creek, 
county of Jefferson. See record book E, page 323; Bates’ Decisions, page 91. 

William Harrington, duly sworn, says that he is about forty-six years of age; that he has lived in 
this country for thirty-six years; that he was well acquainted with the said Roger Cagle, and knows the 
tract claimed; that, in the fall of 1803, he went on said Cagle’s place for the purpose to get him to help 
deponent’s father to gather his corn; that, at that time, said Cagle was working on his place, making 
clapboards to cover, as witness supposes, a small cabin he had put up; that said Cagle had then his 
family living at a neighbor’s close by, until he could get a house for them to live in. Witness further 
says that, in the spring of 1804, he went to said place to have some blacksmith work done by said 
Cagle, who was a blacksmith by trade; that said Cagle had then a double cabin for a dwelling-house, 
and also a shop; that claimant had then a field of about five or six acres, and witness went to plough for 
Cagle while he did witness’ blacksmith work at the shop. Deponent further states that he was fre- 
quently on said place through the summer, and that claimant raised a crop of corn in said year 1804; 
that claimant had a wife, and, he believes, eight or ten children; that said Cagle lived there two years, 
until he sold, as witness heard, to William Johnson, and that the place has been under cultivation ever 
since. See book No. 7, page 34. 


December 1, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, and J. 8. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 

Roger Cagle, claiming 650 arpens of land. See book No. 7, page 34. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that 650 arpens of 1: and ought to be granted to the said Roger 
Cagle, or to his legal representatives. See book No. 7, page 75. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 

F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 253.—Cartos pe VILEMONT, CLAIMING TWO LEAGUES IN FRONT BY ONE LEAGUE IN DEPTH, 


To the governor general: 

Don Carlos de Vilemont, captain of the regiment of infantry of Louisiana, civil and military command- 
ant of the post of Arkansas and its districts, with the respect due to your lordship, represents that, 
wishing to establish a plantation and a stock farm, in order to furnish to the consumption of this post, in 
which there is such a scarcity of horned cattle that, for many months in the year, the said post is without 
meat, although this is an indispensable article of life; he supplicates your lordship to condescend to grant 
him two leagues of land in front by one league in depth, having parallel limits, at the place called the 
island of Chicot, at the distance of twenty-five leagues below the mouth of the river Arkansas, the 
cypress swamp, at the island of Chicot, serving as the upper limit. He hopes to receive this favor from 


your lordship’s benevolence. 
CARLOS DE VILEMONT. 
Fort San Estepan pE Arkansas, May 10, 1795. 


New Orteans, June 17, 1795. 


The surveyor general of this province, or a deputy appointed by him, shall put the party in posses- 
sion of the two leagues of land in front, by one league in depth, which he solicits, at the place indicated 
in the foregoing memorial, provided they are vacant, and do not cause any prejudice, under the express 
condition to make the road and a regular clearing in the peremptory term of one year, and this concession 
to be null if, at the expiration of the precise term of three years, the land should not be established, and 
during said term it shall not be alienable; under which conditions (/as diligencias de apec) the plat and 
certificate of survey shall be made out and remitted to me, in order to provide the interested with the 


corresponding title in form. 
EL BARON DE CARONDELET. 


Truly translated from the original. 
JULIUS DE MUN, 7. B. C. 


Sr. Louis, December 1, 1834. 
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To the honorable commissioners appointed in conformity with the act of Congress approved July 9, 1832, 
entitled, An act for the final adjustment of private land claims in Missouri: 


GENTLEMEN: The petition of the undersigned inhabitants of a tract of country situate on and conti- 
guous to Point Chicot, and which tract is claimed by the heirs and representatives of Carlos de Vilemont, 
deceased, represent unto your honors, that the undersigned, feeling it a matter of deep concern to 
themselves, as well as a case in which the character of our common country may be materially implicated, 
conceive it, therefore, of the first importance to a correct appreciation of the merits of the said claim, 
that all the circumstances connected with the origin and pretensions of it be fully and clearly understood 
before any decision be had thereon. 

Your petitioners, therefore, further represent to your honors, that, as they are informed and believe, 
this claim of the Vilemonts is founded only in an occasional arrangement made by one of the officers of 
the then Spanish authorities in this country with Don Carlos de Vilemont, conditioned and depending for 
its completion upon the performance of certain acts on the part of De Vilemont, and that, of course, the 
failure on his part to perform all the stipulations devolving on him would render the contract void, and of 
no avail: Now, if the conditions of the said contract, or promised concession of land, were such as they 
have been stated to your petitioners, they know full well that no part of them, nor any part of any one 
of said conditions, were fulfilled within the time said to have been limited for that purpose. On this 
ground, principally, your petitioners believe it is that all the attempts which had been made to bring the 
said claim before Congress, previous to the passage of the act under whose authority your honors are 
appointed, have uniformly been resisted by the government. Encouraged by the steady and wise policy 
of the general government, as manifested in its continued repugnance to the confirmation of claims to 
large tracts of lands to individuals, (claims derived or pretended to be derived from preceding authori- 
ties,) in all cases where the titles to the same have not been clear and unquestionable, and still more 
incited by the several generous acts of Congress, granting pre-emption to actual settlers on the public 
lands, your petitioners, or at least several of them, have gone on for many years, making extensive and 
permanent improvements on the tract of land claimed as above mentioned. Some of those improvements 
are large cotton plantations, now of great value to the individual occupant, and of considerable utility in 
the public weal. Besides several sections of the lands so claimed have been sold and patented by the 
general government, and a new and flourishing village is rapidly rising thereon. 

Your petitioners further represent to your honors another fact, (perhaps unknown to you) in proof 
that the government has not recognized this claim, viz: these lands were surveyed as other public lands, 
under the authority of the general government, in the year 1823, and the lines run to the cardinal points; 
no attention whatever being then paid to those claimants, as there are no marks or boundaries to desig- 
nate the lands claimed by them, nor is there any plat or notes of any survey of such claim on record in 
the proper office, or anywhere else that is known. 

Your petitioners further state to your honors, that many of them have, for upwards of twenty years, 
held peaceable possession of the lands so claimed, and which they still occupy and cultivate; nineteen 
years of which time they have considered their possession thereof has been under the sanction of the 
general government, as proclaimed in the primary pre-emption law. 

In conclusion, your petitioners beg leave further to state that they have full confidence in the high 
character of your honors, and in the dignified impartiality which a due consideration of the great respon- 
sibility of your station must inspire, that you will not, without the fullest conviction of the inflexible 

justice of the case, take from a whole county its court-house, its jail, and public offices, and from a great 
many industrious and useful citizens, their homes, their independence, their all, acquired after years of 
toil and privations, and give them to foreigners and speculators, (for it should be known that the most 
of the said claim of the De Vilemont family could not be materially benefited by its confirmation, ) who 
are influenced by no motives but their cupidity, and who have done no service to this country to merit 
such indiscriminate munificence from our government. All which is most respectfully submitted, and 
your petitioners, &c., &c. 


Sarah Boone. James Estill. John White. 

J. C. Jones. John P. Bowrie. Presley H. White. 
W. B. Duncan. H. S. Smith. S. R. Gilmore. 
Isaac Adair. W. Hart. W. Pratt. 
Francis Bromgard. Jacob O. Bannon. Josiah Hoskins. 
Thomas J. Young. B. L. Miles. James A. Blackwell. 
Richardson Peter. John T. White. Reuben Smith. 
Joseph H. Rinson. George McClanegen. J. Van Mater. 
George G. Lam. John Hacker. H. F. Walworth. 
John Casebolt. KE. Destinez. W. A. Hardy. 
John Shilby. James B. Collinsworth. Henry Latting. 

D. L. F. Raysdon. Stephen Garter. John Fulton. 

A. H. Davies. Samuel Estill. Elijah Boston. 

H. Triplett. W. Hunt. S. B. Tharp. 
James McKinney. John Smith. Samuel Parker. 
Stephen Ellison. Hugh White, sr., his X mark. George Jones. 
James Blaine. Hugh E. White, jr. 


Sr. Louis, December 6, 1834. 


The above memorial is truly copied from the original filed before the commissioners. 
JULIUS DE MUN, C.é T. B.C. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


Str. Louts, October 4, 1813. 


Carlos de Vilemont, claiming two leagues of land in front by one league in depth, situate at fifteen 
miles (twenty-five leagues) below the mouth of Arkansas, on the Mississippi, at a place called island of 
Chicot, produces concession from Baron de Carondelet. dated 17th June, 1795. 

Joseph Bougy, duly sworn, says, that in 1795, claimant proposed to witness to settle on this tract, 
promising to give him the choice of situations on it, a tract for his own use; witness declined on account 
of the supposed danger from the Indians. Indeed the neighboring Indians were at that time so hostile 
as to render it unsafe. They often committed outrages even in the village. Claimant was known as a 
Spanish officer and commandant of the post of Arkansas, from the year 1794 till 1802. The danger from 
the Indians continued until the year 1803. 

Francis de Vaugine, duly sworn, says that the Indians continued so unfriendly, or rather hostile, as 
to make it altogether unsafe to settle at the isle of Chicot, till the year 1803. See Bates’ Minutes, page 58. 


Novemser 1, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Kelfe, J. S. Mayfield, com- 
missioners. 

Carlos de Vilemont, claiming two leagues of land in front by one league in depth, situate at Point 
Chicot, (see record book I’, page 1; Bates’ Minutes, page 58; Bates’ Decisions, page 24,) produces a 
paper purporting to be an original concession from the baron de Carondelet, governor general of Loui- 
siana, dated Lith June, 1795. ee 

M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says, that the signature to the concession is in the true handwriting 07 
the said baron de Carondelet. See book No. 7, page 62. 


December 2, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, J. S. Mayfield, com- 
missioners. 

In the case of Carlos de Vilemont, claiming two leagues in front by one league in depth. See book 
No. 7, page 62. 

Pierre Chouteau, senior, being duly sworn, says, thatthe signature to the concession is in the true 
handwriting of the baron de Carondelet; that he, Chouteau, first became acquainted with said De Vile- 
mont in the year 1776, or 1777; that he knows that said De Vilemont was captain in the Spanish service; 
that, in 1802, witness, going down to New Orleans in a boat, stopped at the mouth of Arkansas river, 
having some business to transact with Joseph Bougy, senior, who lived at the post of Arkansas; that 
said Bougy told witness that De Vilemont (who was Bougy’s son-in-law) had made a settlement at Point 
Chicot; that witness, on his return in the summer of 1803, stopped at Point Chicot, expecting to meet 
with De Vilemont, but De Vilemont had gone down to New Orleans; that his agent, living at Point Chicot, 
gave witness vegetables of all kinds, poultry, &c.; that the improvements witness saw consisted of log 
houses and gardens; he did not see any fields, they might have been further in the interior; the houses, 
as well as he can recollect, had the appearance of having been built two or three years before. Witness 
further says, that he was well acquainted with Joseph Bougy, senior, who testified in this case, before 
recorder Bates; that said Bougy, senior, was a man of good character, known by everybody for a man 
of veracity, and who could be relied upon. Witness further says that the De Vilemont family resided on 
said place, but does not know how long. See book No. 7, page 76. 


DecemBer 8, 1831. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. 8S. Mayfield and J. H. Relfe, 
commissioners. : 

Carlos de Vilemont, claiming two leagues of land in front by one league in depth. See book No. 
7, page 62. 

The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Carlos 
de Vilemont, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession, reference being had to the opi- 
nion of the Hon. Joseph L. Smith, judge of the superior court for the district of East Florida, as after- 
wards sustained by the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States, in the case of Arredondo 


and others against the United States. See book No. 7, page 77. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 


JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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No. 254.—Sitvestre LABBADIE, CLAIMING 100 aRPENs. 


To Don Carlos Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Silvestre Labbadie, a native of this place, has the honor to represent to you, that, wishing to form a 
permanent establishment, free of the misfortunes to which one is exposed on account of the precarious 
state of commerce in this country; preferring, to the advantages of fortune, the sweet and unalterable 
tranquillity found in agriculture, he is determined to employ all his means in pursuit of it, and hopes that 
the government will assist him in his views, and that, with the same protection which it has never ceased 
to bestow to all its subjects, it will condescend to grant to him on the south bank of the Missouri, at the 
place commonly called the bottom of Isle au Boeuf, a concession of 100 arpens in depth, by the width com- 
prised between the first hills to the east, (ascending the river, ) and the hills which terminate the said bot- 
tom of Isle au Boeuf to the west, bounded north by the channel of the above named Isle au Boeuf. The 
petitioner, full of confidence in the generosity of this government, flatters himself that it will be favor- 
able to the establishment which he solicits, favor which he expects of your justice. \, 

SILVESTRE LABBADIE. 

Sr. Lovis, December 19, 1800. 


Str. Louts or Ititno1s, December 19, 1800. 

Considering that the petitioner is a native of this county, and that his family is one among the most 
ancient inhabitants of this country, whose known conduct and personal merits are recommendable; being 
satisfied to evidence as to the truth of what he states in his petition; being assured that the petitioner 
has more than the means necessary to improve the land he solicits, 1 do grant to him and his heirs the 
land which he solicits, provided it is not to the prejudice of anybody; and the surveyor, Don Antoine 
Soulard, shall put the party interested in possession of the quantity of land he asks, in the place desig- 
nated; . . . . (omission in the record,) the same to said party with his certificate, in order to serve 
to him to obtain the concession and title in form from the intendant general, to whom alone belongs, by 
royal order, the distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 


CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 


Recorded at the request of the interested, in No, 12, book No. 1, of the title of concessions, pages 19 
and 20. 
SOULARD. 
Truly translated from book D, page 100. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Lovis, August 8, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 


NovemBer 25, 1811. 
Board met. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose, and Frederick Bates, commissioners. 
Silvestre Labbadie, claiming 100 arpens of land, by such quantity as may be found opposite from 
the upper to the lower end of the island Boeuf, in the Missouri, district of St. Louis, produces record 
of a concession, from Delassus, L. G., dated 19th December, 1800. It is the opinion of the board that 
this claim ought not to be confirmed. See book No. 5, page 449. 


Juty 8, 1833. 
L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 
Silvestre Labbadie claims a special location. See record book A, page 524; book D, page 100; min- 
utes, No. 5, page 449; No. 6, page 224. 


DecemBer 2, 1834. 
The pened met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 
In the case of Silvestre Labbadie, claiming a special location. See book No. 6, page 224. 
Peter Chouteau, sr., being duly sworn, says, that the distance from the hills which come to the 
water’s edge, at the foot of the Isle aux Beeufs, to the hills (coming also to the water’s edge) at the head 
of said island, is from 90 to 100 arpens. See book No. 7, page 17. ° 


DecemsBer 4, 1834. 
The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe, J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners, 7 
Silvestre Labbadie, claiming a special location. See book No. 6, page 224. 
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The board are unanimously of opinion that this claim ought to be confirmed to the said Silvestre 
Labbadie, or to his legal representatives, according to the concession. ,See book No. 7, page 79. 
JAMES S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 





No. 255.—Bartiste Ducnovqvet, CLAIMING 3,840 ACRES. 


To Don Charles Dehault Delassus, lieutenant colonel attached to the stationary regiment of Louisiana, and 
lieutenant governor of the upper part of the same province: 


Baptiste Duchouquet, father of a family born under the domination of his Majesty, and being a mem- 
ber of one of the most ancient families of the country, has the honor to supplicate you to take into considera- 
tion that he and his family never having solicited the favors of the government in order to get extensive 
concessions, he believes that you will be pleased to assist him in his views of establishing a stock farm 
for the purpose of raising all kind of cattle, cultivating the soil, and cutting timber for firewood, which 
will become very scarce in this town before ten years; therefore, he has the honor to supplicate you to 
have the goodness to grant to him four thousand arpens of land in superficies, to be taken on the left side 
of the Missouri, opposite the mouth of the Osage river, and moreover, all the vacant space contained 
between the concessions which you have been pleased to grant to Messrs. Etienne St. Pierre and Silvestre 
Labbadie, on the right side of said Missouri, and the river called & Berger, at the distance of about 66 
miles from its mouth. The petitioner hopes that you will condescend to consider that the lands he asks 
for cannot be of any value but in very remote times, which renders his demand of less consequence than 
it might appear at first sight, especially as the distance of those lands from any settled points will leave 
his improvements exposed to the incursions of the Indians, and to many other inconveniences; for these 
reasons he solicits of your goodness to be authorized to delay the survey until some neighboring grantees 
shall oblige him to make his lines known. 

The uncertainty of all commercial resources and of the Indian trade, which visibly decrease every 
year, as well as the means of subsistence procured by the hunts, which occupied the inhabitants in the 
Missouri every fall, are reasons which have determined him to direct his views towards less precarious 
resources, that may enable him to secure to his family an independent existence. The verbal promise he 
had received of your predecessor, Don Zenon Trudeau, of the concession for the said tracts of land above 
mentioned, is a motive which, added to the proofs daily given by you of your desire to favor industry and 
agriculture, induces him to hope that you will be pleased to do justice to his demand in a way favorable 
to his projects. 

his 
BAPTISTE -+ DUCHOUQUET. 
mark, 


Sr. Lovis, December 30, 1800. 


Str. Lovts or Intros, December 30, 1800. 
Having cxamined the foregoing statement, and considering the just reasons of the petitioner, as also 
the length of time that his family has been settled in this country, and his known integrity; considering, 
besides, the promise made to him by my predecessor, and that he possesses all the means and conveniences 
necessary to improve the lands he solicits, I do grant them to him, under the saine boundaries he asks, in 
fee simple, for him or any other who may represent his right, dispensing him of the survey on account of 
the existing great distance, until some concessions being granted in the vicinity, will oblige him to show 
his lines; and the surveyor of this Upper Louisiana, Don Antoine Soulard, shall take cognizance of this 
title for his intelligence and government in what concerns him; after which the party interested shall 
have to solicit the title in form from the intendant general of these provinces of Louisiana, to whom alone 
corresponds, by royal order, the distributing and granting all classes of lands of the royal domain. 
CARLOS DEHAULT DELASSUS. 
Registered at the request of those interested in book No. 2, folio 29, 30, and 31. 
SOULARD. 


Truly translated. 
JULIUS DE MUN. 
Sr. Louis, August 6, 1833. 
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Evidence, with reference to minutes and records. 
NovemsBer 18, 1811. 


Board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: John B. C. Lucas, Clement B. Penrose and Frederick 
Bates, commissioners. 

Baptiste Duchouquet, claiming 4,000 arpens of land situate opposite the mouth of Osage river, 
district of St. Charles, produces a concessidh from Charles D. Delassus, lieutenant governor, dated 30th 
December, 1800. 

It is the opinion of the board that this claim ought not to be confirmed. See minutes, book No. 5, 
page 404. 

3 Juty 8, 1833. 

L. F. Linn, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjourmment. 

Baptiste Duchouquet, by his legal representatives, claiming, under a special location, a tract of land 
situated between the lands granted to Etienne St. Pierre and Silvestre Labbadie, on the waters of Berger 
river, on the right bank of the Missouri, (see book B, page 511; minutes, No. 5, page 404,) produces a 
paper, purporting to be an original concession, from Carlos Dehault Delassus, dated 30th December, 1800. 

M. P. Le Due, duly sworn, says that the signature to said concession is in the proper handwriting of 
the said Carlos Dehault Delassus. See minutes, book No. 6, page 220. 

November 19, 1834. 

F. R. Conway, Esq., appeared pursuant to adjournment. 

In the case of Baptiste Duchouquet, claiming under a special location, &c., (see book No. 6, page 
220,) M. P. Le Duc, duly sworn, says that by referring to the plat, in the surveyor’s office, the quantity of 
land claimed in this case is 3,840 acres, the tract being two miles in front on the right bank of the Mis- 
souri, by three miles in depth. See book No. 7, page 72. 

DecemBer 4, 1834. 

The board met pursuant to adjournment. Present: F. R. Conway, J. H. Relfe and J. S. Mayfield, 
commissioners. 

Baptiste Duchouquet, claiming a special location; see book No. 6, page 220. 

The board remark that the 4,000 arpens (on the left bank of the Missouri) asked for in the petition 
have been confirmed by recorder Bates’ Decisions, page 59. 

The board are unanimously. of opinion that the remainder of this claim (lying on the right bank of 
the Missouri) ought to be confirmed to the said Baptiste Duchouquet, or to his legal representatives, 
according to the concession; see book No. 7, page 78. 

JAMES 8S. MAYFIELD. 
JAMES H. RELFE. 
F. R. CONWAY. 
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